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The Strategy includes programs to reduce the sup-
ply of drugs that enter the United States. The
movement of drugs is categorized into two basic

areas — transit and border zones (Goal Four), and source
zones (Goal Five). 

Under Goal Four, emphasis is placed upon reducing
the quantity of drugs that cross the border into the
United States (i.e., within the transit and border zones).
Changes in the total amount of drugs flowing into the
United States indicate overall success for various efforts
structured to reduce this rate. These efforts fall under
three broad categories: (1) improving coordination
among domestic law enforcement agencies, (2) improv-
ing cooperation with source and transit nations, and (3)
exploiting research to develop improved tools for coun-
tering the drug threat along U.S. borders. The impact
target for this goal seeks to measure the rate at which ille-
gal drugs enter the United States:

• Transit and border zone drug flow Impact Target: By
2002, reduce the rate at which illegal drugs successfully enter
the United States from the transit and arrival zones by 10

percent as compared to the 1996 base year. By 2007, reduce
this rate by 20 percent as measured against the base year.

To assess progress toward this performance target, esti-
mates are developed by ONDCP and vetted through the
interagency community. ONDCP has made substantial
progress this year in developing a consensus methodology
for estimating the flow of drugs into the U.S and has
developed flow estimates for cocaine and heroin. Esti-
mates for methamphetamine and marijuana should be
available next year, provided needed information becomes
available. For cocaine, the results are encouraging: 

Cocaine Transit and Border Zone estimates show that
the rate at which cocaine successfully enters the U.S. has
declined since 1996. The rate or amount of cocaine that
enters the U.S. is measured (in metric tons) by dividing
the cocaine availability at the source departure area into
the availability after the cocaine crosses the U.S. border.22

The figures over the past three years are as follows: 71
percent (402/567) in 1996, 59 percent (311/524) in
1997, and 65 percent (357/553) in 1998. These results
are displayed in Figure 19.

National Drug Control Strategy

Goal Four: Shield America’s Air, Land and Sea Frontiers from the Drug Threat

Source: ONDCP Sequential Transition and Supply Model, 1999

1995 1998 2001 2004 2007
0

50

100

Observed data points are shown in
black and policy targets are in red

P
er

ce
n

t

Figure 19
Interdiction of cocaine enroute to the United States is exceeding the National Target


