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Landmarks in Victims’ Rights and Services

1965 
•	 The first crime victim compensation program is 

established in California. 

•	 By 1970, five additional compensation programs 

are created in New York, Hawaii, Massachusetts, 

Maryland, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. 

1972 
•	 The first three victim assistance programs are 

established: 

>> Aid for Victims of Crime in St. Louis, Missouri. 

>> Bay Area Women Against Rape in San 

Francisco, California. 

>> D.C. Rape Crisis Center in Washington, DC.

1973 
•	 The results of the first annual National Crime 

Victimization Survey are released. The survey, 

commissioned by the President’s Commission on 

Law Enforcement and the Administration of Justice, 

asks U.S. household members about their exposure 

to crime. It is intended to complement the Federal 

Bureau of Investigation’s (FBI) annual compilation of 

crimes reported to law enforcement agencies. 

1974 
•	 The Law Enforcement Assistance Administration 

(LEAA) funds the first victim/witness programs in the 

Brooklyn and Milwaukee District Attorneys’ Offices 

and seven other offices through a grant given to the 

National District Attorneys Association to establish 

model assistance programs for victims, encourage 

victim cooperation, and improve prosecution. 

•	 The first law enforcement-based victim assistance 

programs are established in Fort Lauderdale, 

Florida, and Indianapolis, Indiana. 

•	 Congress passes the Child Abuse Prevention and 

Treatment Act, which establishes the National 

Center on Child Abuse and Neglect. The new 

Center establishes an information clearinghouse 

and provides technical assistance and model 

programs. 

1975 
•	 The first “Victims’ Rights Week” is organized by the 

Philadelphia District Attorney. 

•	 Citizen activists from across the country unite to 

expand victim services and increase recognition of 

victims’ rights through the formation of the National 

Organization for Victim Assistance (NOVA). 

Always bear in mind that your own 
resolution to succeed

 is more important than any one thing.
— ABRAHAM LINCOLN (1809 –  1865)
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Landmarks in Victims’ Rights and Services

•	 Minnesota becomes the first state to allow probable 

cause (warrantless) arrests in cases of domestic 

assault, whether or not a protection order has been 

issued. 

1979 
•	 Frank G. Carrington founds the Crime Victims’ Legal 

Advocacy Institute, Inc., to promote the rights of 

crime victims in the civil and criminal justice systems. 

The nonprofit organization is renamed VALOR, the 

Victims’ Assistance Legal Organization, in 1981. 

•	 The Office on Domestic Violence is established in 

the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

(later closed in 1981). 

•	 The World Society of Victimology is formed to 

promote research relating to crime victims and 

victim assistance, advocate for victims’ interests, and 

advance cooperation of international, regional, and 

local agencies concerned with crime victims’ issues. 

1976 
•	 The National Organization for Women forms a task 

force to examine the problem of battering. It calls 

for research into the problem, along with money for 

battered women’s shelters. 

•	 The first national conference on battered women is 

sponsored by the Milwaukee Task Force on Women 

in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

•	 In Fresno County, California, Chief Probation Officer 

James Rowland creates the first victim impact 

statement to provide the sentencing court with an 

objective inventory of victim injuries and losses. 

•	 The first hotline for battered women is started by 

Women’s Advocates in St. Paul, Minnesota. 

•	 Women’s Advocates and Haven House in Pasadena, 

California, establish the first shelters for battered 

women. 

•	 Nebraska and Wisconsin become the first states to 

abolish the marital rape exemption. 

1977 
•	 The National Association of Crime Victim 

Compensation Boards is established by the existing 

22 state victim compensation programs to foster a 

nationwide network of compensation programs. 

•	 Oregon becomes the first state to enact a 

mandatory arrest law in domestic violence cases. 

1978 
•	 The National Coalition Against Sexual Assault is 

formed to combat sexual violence and promote 

services for rape victims. 

•	 The National Coalition Against Domestic Violence 

(NCADV) is organized as a voice for the battered 

women’s movement on a national level. 

•	 Parents Of Murdered Children, Inc. (POMC), a self-

help support group, is founded in Cincinnati, Ohio. 
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