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Your discussion may benefit from information concerning 
research on biological correlates of crime. Although re­
search on physiology and crime was undertaken in the 19th 
century, this subject fell into disfavor during most of this 
century and has only recently again become the focus of 
serious scholarly attention. Modern research on body 
types, on IQ, and on the criminality of twins and siblings 
suggests that biological factors can play significant roles in 
helping us understand why some individuals become in­
volved in crime. 
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\ Background 
I ! 
'-' From Ihe earlie~tllme~, il h,h been belieled Ihal appearallL'c 

re\'eab characler, Over 2,000 \ear~ al!ll, Ihe Gred 
philo~opher, Socn'le" \\a~ dl<irged b) hi, enemic,., \\ ilh 
hal ing a face thai ,hO\\ cd brutalilY, In hi, time, Ihere 1\ ere 
"phy,iognomi'>I,," reader, of face~, Later on, there \\ ere 
al'>o "phrenologi~t~:' r~:adcr, of head ,.,hape" Reader~ or 
pdlm'> can ,Iill be fuund in the Y.:Ilol\ Page, (If man) Amer­
ican citie,>, In William Shake,peare'~ "Juliu, Cae,ar:' Ihe 
,I) con'piralOr, la"iu" "ha, a lean and hungI') look", ,uch 
men arc dan!!erou,,"In Roben Luui, SICI Cl1>on', \'iclurian 
fallla,), Dr.~ Jek) II, a rc'>pcclable, hand,l1l11C doelllr, de­
'-IrOl ed him,elfb\ indull!inl! 100 often in a chcmical concoc­
lion-thm Iran,for~l1cd hi~l1 inlll diabolical. rcmm,clc,~ ,\lr, 
H)dc. ,\lr, H)de \\a" and /00/..('£1, e'il-"pale and dl\arf­
i,h".hardly humaf1. ,.lroglodYlic." The ,piril of celebra­
tflln- Sallla CI.IU, Of" Bacchu,." Ihc Roman !!od of \\ inc-i~ 
pictured a, rOlUnJ. thc 'plm llf nalhlllali~~l1-our L'nL'ic 
Sam llr Enl!land'., John Bull-a,> \\ in or mu,cular. The 
\\ llrt! "dlar;ctcr" alllll)'1 Idb It 0\\ n ,Il;n ,meanin!! blllh a 
ph) 'lc,iI 'Ign (a, In Ihc ~'h<ll"aclcr, llf .in alphabctl and a 
P') chohlgical dl'PO'ltlllll 

It i, nOI harJ III 'cc \\ h). de'pile It, anCICIll \ Illlagc, Ihe 
r,elief In ph) 'Ica,~ mark, llr characler I, n:lccled b) mo,1 
educaled pcople, \\'hal hard 'L'ICllllri~' CI idcn~'c lhcre 1\ 01 
,uch \ j,ible 'I gil' ,U!!!!C,I, Ihal Ihel are Illll nllllllr and 
unreliable III b~ lhef~1 th a prucll~al matter, il i, \ound 
nOI III ludl!e a blh1k bl iI, Clll cr and 10 rCCOl!nl/e Ihal bcaull 
i, llnl~ ,(in dcep, RIghI or II mng, Ihc b~lJd in ph) 'IL'.;I 
,>igm rI',h illlllierance. \uperficialil), and 4uaL'ker) Judg. 
ing pellple b) h011 Ihc) look h nOI onl) likd) ttl be Inaccu. 
rale, il 1\ unfair 

So 1\ h\ bel!ln Ihl\ L'ommentan II Ith an Idea 1\ hO\t! Il/llC 
hu, e\ i'Jenll) pa\\ed,' The an,I\'er i, lhal 111\ Imponalll lor 
concep!Ual. i I' not pracllcal, rea,om, for crJIlli nal beha\ lOr. 
a, for man\ lllher kllld., of \il!nlficanl human behal lor, It 

i, likely Iha'l h011 pcople behal ~ bear\ '>llmc rclallon III Ihclr 
biological eon\lilution\, 

Research on Bod)! Types and Physique 

In Ihe 193(J',>, Earne,1 A. Hooton, an American anlhro­
pologi~l. compared ,>Iandard ph) ,.,ical mca,uremerlt', of 0\ er 
I (J.OOO male pri,oner, I\ilh tlm,c of noncrimi nab of corre,­
ponding age, and elhnic ance'>tric" and from corre'>ponding 
re!!.iom, of lhe eounlr\, HOlllOn di,em ered Ihat criminal, 
\\ere, on Ihe a\'erage~ phy,ically di."lincli\'l~ in ,mall bUI 
,wli.'lically ,ignificalll I\ay" In ,ome '>ample,>, he abo 
found '>mall ph) ,ical difference, belween group,> of crimi­
nal, convicted fordifTcrenl crime" The phy,ical correlate, 
were thing, like particular car ,hapc, or eye color, or relalive 
,>iz.e, of pam of Ihe body or hair di,lribulion,-all' in all, 
minoranributt;, lhat had no cicarorobviou, conneclion to 
crime be"ide, Ihe correlation ihelr. 

Thi, program broughl tu you I)) Ihe Nalional 
In,)li!Ute of Jw.,lice, Jamc, K, SlCwart, Direclllr, 
The)eric.) produced b) WETACO~'l through a 
grant 10 lhe Police Fountialion, 

Whal mallercd 10 Hoolon \1,1, IHH 1\ hal Ihc ph) "ical Cl11TC' 
hllC, of crillle Ilere '>11 much ,!,> Ihal Ihcrc \Icre L'llrrcl.lIe\ 
al all, Frnm hi' CI idel,ce Ihal ,:nminab Ilcrc ph,"ll'all: 
di,linclilc, Hl1lllon argucd lora bil1logical "u,>ccplibilil) III 
crime lhal abo happencd lu \htll\ up In (llhcf'l\ i,c Irrelcl anI 
ph),il'al L'haraclcri'lic" ,uch a\ Ihe \hape lllllnc'" car Thc 
ph) ,ical L'orrl'lale II.h, Ihen, a Illrlll III elldcnce, ,libCII 
indirecI ,llfhiolllglcalln\ull ClIlcnlln Ihe lendcnL') 10 brcal.. 
Ihe la\l. 

\lore ,uch e\ idcncc hCl!an III aL'culllulalt! in Ihc I'I-W'\, 
aflcr William H Shcld:-lIl, a ph) 'IL'idn, dCIl'll1pcd " rlL'\1 
\.\,Icm forcla;,;,if)ll1g human ph.'\lquc :\ pcr,un', hud) 
build, In 11m '),lelll, I, repre,cllled b) Ihrec numbcr, fnr 
Ihc Ihrcc '\lIlI1el1,>ion," llf ph) 'lque- -·Ihar 1" cndUI1111rph) 
hurl. ruund!. mc\ul11orph) Ilargc buned, l11u'L'ularl, and 
ccwmorph) (Iincar, fragJic). Each dimL'll'lllil h a~'lgllcd" 
,corc on a (-poinl 'L'ale l-l bcing Ihc IllldpolrllL Ihc I,dllc 
fll(' a n \ i nd J\ Idual h dcri \ cd Irlll11 llb Il'CI I \ l' mC,1 \U rc mcn I, 
uf Ihc' bod\, i,lealll ancr adllhtmCnh illr a!!c, heallh, ,lnL! 
lluIJ'llional'\I;!tll" TIle dl t:ragc male', ph) \lq~IC I' apprO\I­
Ill;) It! I) -l,(l--l,(1 3.5 I for cndllfllOrph), Illc\ol11orph), and 
eClumorph), rc~pcL'li\cl) I; Ihc alcrallc klllale'" appro\l­
malch 5,(1--,10--3,5, E\lrCl11e \;due\ alon!! am III Ihc dt­
Illcm fOil , are relall\ eI) rarc: I'lf'e\ample, Ih~ -l (1 I bod) 
l.'pC, 1I!1ldl 1\ highl) Ille,omorphlc and Icr) \\cal..l) ec­
ll1nlllrph IL' , I, C\IJ III a ted IOUCCll r \ 1n I) I II I~'e pCI'I ,(JOO ma Ie, 
Thl, al\l1 happen, 111 he unl'lll Ihe ph) 'lqUC' dl\prllpUrlllln­
;1Ie1) \u,ccJ1liblc III L'('irlllnal bella\ lor 

.'ic\ cra] 'lUdIC\, b) ShL'ldlln ,lIld h) olhcr\, rcpl1rtcd malc 
and lemalc ollcnder\ 10 be mllrc fllC'>llrlltlrphlc ;!nd Ie" 
cClolllorphlL"l1ll Ihe al cragc, IhannonortL'nder, 1\ ho \1 erc 
maldled lor age, IC), \OciOCCl1nlllllIC ,Ialll." or clhniL' anL'l"­
Ir) .-\ \Illall alllount llf e\ Idcncc 'uggC'I\ Ih,1I crJllllnal 
rccidil 1,1" h<.!lc more a[yplcal ph) 'ILJue\ IC\cn morc 
Ille,llmllrph) and Ie", cClllllll1rph) I Ihan crilillnal\ III llcn­
eral Thc l]lII'd dilllerl\il·{l. cndolllllrph), tlOC\ nOI rellabl) 
currclalc \1 Ilh cf'lminal bellal lor .'\01 c\ cn onc \\ ho 11<1\ 
high mC\lll11orph) aliti 10\\ cClllmorph) COm~l1Il\ L'I'II11e, , or 
I ice \ cr,a Indced, il I, IiI..L'I) Ihal olhcr j1ur\Uih hC\ldc\ 
Cf'llllC aUracl Ihc \amc ,on\ III hod) budd, 

Ph)\iqllc,;" Illea,urcd In Sheldun', \)\ICIll, i, ,I elln,llllI­
lional \ anablc, nOI !!realil afleClcd b\ en\ lronmcnt or C\. 
p.:rience, hcncc /ik~l: III hc dcpcmb;1 on onc', gcnc\ 11.\ 
eorrelalion ',\ilh criminal bchal lor Implic\ Ihal cnrlllnal 
Icndencie.\ iill oilc I!cne,> to ,ome e\[CIll Shcldon and llIher\ 
hal c found lhal ph'y,ique i.\ corrcialed, although illlpcr­
fcc[I), II ilh pcn,onal il) and Icmpcf'amenl. Thc me,olllorphic 
componcnt i, Iyplcall) a',llcialcd 1\ ilh, among olh~'rrrail.', 
hi!!!l aCli\ ilv Ic\eI" rC.\IIe.\.\ne.\.\, a Cf':1\ in!! for adn:nlure 
and danger ~ and dggrc.'>\i lenc,>,>; Ihe eCloll~(lrphic compo­
neill, \\ ilh intro,pccIII ene.\'>, '>clf-con'L'iou,nc'>'>, inhibililln, 
rich inner p.\ychic cxpcriencc, and a cap:lell) for dcla)ed 
gratificarion. ~'lc,omorph) unlca\cned by ec[omorph: i ... 
therefore lil..el) to bc aCL'olllpanicd b) a la,le forunlnhibilcd, 
aggre"ile cxcilcmclll. and by lkf'icil' in inlcrnal feCI1l1!!, 
and lorbl~arance. A, i, de,crihed bel 0\\ , JU,I "uch a combi: 
nation llfper\llnalill Irail, ha, becn direcI" a'>'>llciated wilh 
criminal lendencie~. . 

) 
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Research on Chromosomes 

~lodcrn hiolog) pnll I.JC' more dlrecI mClhod\ Ihan Ihc 
lllea,Urelllcnl 01 ph.' \lqUC\ or I.lcc\ lor lkl'lllJng \1 helher a 
P') eholt1gicallcndcllL') ha'> L'lH1,11I1I1 Illnallound.lllOIl\ I'llI' 
c\amplc, a panicularabnllrmalll) 01 IhcchromO\(lrIlC\ h,,' 
bccn di~pf'llp0I'lIOnalel) lound among male L'f'Iminal\ (jen­
der and I!cnder Chaf':lclcn,IIL'\ arc dClermlncd h) I 01 Ihc 
2~ pair, 'Of chrunllhome, Ihal COfl{,lIn Ihc human !!CnCII~' 
elldoll IllCnl hH' gcnL'llc,ill) norm.1i knl.llc" Ihe 'C\ delcr· 
II1lnlllg p,lIr Ctli1,1\1, pi 1\\ 11 llrdln.lr: ·'I/cd ~'hrOrnll\llmC' 
called XX hCL'aLl,e llllhclr 1ll1L'i'lhL'OpIL' appcaranL'e ~Ldc\ 
normal II hal c ~In .\ Y pillr 1I1\ICad, III II hl .... h (lnl' III Ihc 
Chrl\mO~llIllC\ (Ihc Y I 1\ \maller, !-tH' k" Ihan I, III I 
pcrccnl of I he lila Ic pO)1u LlIllln, hllll L'\ cr, Ihcrc 1\ ,lnl'\lr., 
y, '>\1 Ihal Il1'>lcad of a ,e\-dL'lerI11111In!! pillr, lherl' I, a 
,e\-deICrrnllllll~ Inpkl uf chrlllllll\OmC" ,\ Y ~ rile l'\lr,1 
Y chromll\lllllC lurn\ LIp unpredlL'l.lbl) In .111) '>[1,1.11 d.l\'> 
orclhnic p'llUp lli'lalllil) 'L'{{1I1~ Su,'h men .Irl' I,dlcrtluu 
,II er,I!!C and h'l\ c lHher 111111\11' ph~ \I~'.il L·h.II"I..:tc'n,{J~·, I hc) 
al\!l l;a\L' .1 1(1 III 20 IIIllC' ~reillcr IClldell,': III brc',11.. Ihc 
lall Ihan dllllcneIIL".III: nllrm.d Illen IrPIllL'lln1p.lr.lbk Pl'Pll 
lallOn\ 

t: \ Cll II II h I hClr c k \ .lIcd cnrlllnal IcndenL'lc" I here are Illll 
fe 1\ .\ Y Y rlll~ n III ;illcc I ll\ e r,II I c rll11e ra Ie, nlliL' h Ihm t'l t!r, 
Ihe\ al!alll dlu,If'aIC Ihc pllllcr of !!l'nL'liL' Inllucllcc, l1l1 
olf~lldinl!, Illr an\ clkcl on bL'ha\ Illr III lhc C\lra dlnHllll. 
,ome, I, ~enelic il\ del inilion SOille, bUI L'I Idellll) 1101 all, 
o I I he e Ie ~ a Icd n \k of L'n ml il a I beha I lor al11on~ .\ Y Y lIl,ilc\ 
11<1\ bccnlraL'cd III Ihe Illll er 1(> \Cllrc\ Ihc) hal l' bCl'1l ,lwI\ il 
10 ha\c. The IIllpllL'allon Ihal I() ,corL'\ arc 1(1 a dc!!rcc 
cOlllrolled b\ !!CIlC, and correlaled \11111 Cf'lIIlC I, bf'lL'll) 
dl\L'u\\ed b~I';\1 

Research on Twins and Adoptions 

Anolher appru:lch 1(1 Ihe blll/oglL'al ba'>!, 01 L'f'Il1llnalil) I, 
lu Clll1lpare idcllliL'.II and fr,llcmal 1\\ Ill, Idellllcal III Ill" 
an,inl! a, IhcI do frnm a ,ingle lerllil/cd l11 ifill, \harc 
idcnli~al I!cn~\ I'ralcrnal III In'> an,e Irllm III (l ferllillcd 
01 a, and Ihc\ hal c Ihc ,:IIIlC gcnctic 01 crlap ii' nrdln,lI,) 
.\i'ler, ,lIld h;'olha'>, Trail, lor 1\ hich idcnllcal 1\1 Ill'> are 
more ,irnilar Ihan Ir:llcrn;iI 1\\ In, are I il..el) 10111\ oil L' genc\, 
Filill i liar e\alllplc, arc helghl. II cighl, allli general appear­
,wCe, each of II hich i, I) pieall) 'lUlI'e '"11IIar lor Idclllical 
11\ in'>, From Ihe rc,ult, oj ahoul a dO/cn ,Iudic\ 11l1:Llf'llpe, 
,hia, and Ihe l'nilcd SlalC." Crill1111:11(1) e:ln bt: added III 
Ihc li,{. An idcnlieal, a~ cnnlra,lcd \1 ilh a fralemal. III III 
\\ illi ~I criminal record implic, appnl\imaICI) 11\ icc Ihe. 
likclihood of a teU-I\1 in \\ illl :1 rccord, lOll Idcntlcalll\."l'> 
arc abn mof'l: alikc Ihan fralernal 1\\ in~ in Ihl' fre4uenc~,lll 
criminal heh:1\ ior IhL'\ admil III ill anOIlYIll(lU, que~ll()n· 
naire~, Ttlc diffen:llliai re~embl:lncc of idcntical ami fralcr­
lIal I\\in~ i~ l!ellL'ralh con,idcred 10 be ~Irong, Ihoug.h nlH 
h\ il~elf l'un~'lu,hc:c\idcncc of gt:llelic irllll/lcmenl III 
c~'illlinal heha\ ior, 

Thc main lllher ~()urcc of C\ idcnce come\ fmlll ~llIdie~ of 
children adopled carl) in life and of 11.1cir hiologicaland 
adopting parenl~, For c-xample, Ihc cl'lllllUal Corll-'lCtHHlS 
TUIlOn!! a ,amplc of morc Ihan -I,noo I):trll.\h ado pI cd 110) ~ 
wt:rc ~nore depcndcnt on Iheir hioll1g.iL'al, a~ comparcd 10 

Iheir adopli\t:, parenl~' t:riminalilY, The more ,eriou, an 
offcndcr a biological parcnt \\ ,h. Ihe grealer the mk of 
criminalil\ for hi~ or hcr ehild. paniculari) lor propel'l) 
t:rlmC\, A'doplcd bo), 1\ ho had a chronically criminal 
biological parenl ([hree or more teon\'ielion,) wcre Ihree 
lime, more lil..ch to become criminal Ihan Iho,e whme 
blllhlglcal parelH~ \1 cre nOI criminal The ri,1.. forthe child 
dcpended neilhcron \\ helherthc child onhc adopllng par­
ent\ knel\ aboul thc biolo!!ical parenl,' criminal record, nor 
\In II helhcr Ihc hiolllgle,~1 parent, commiucd Iheir crime'> 
bclnre or aflcr Ihc child II a, adopled, SII edi,h and Amencan 
\lUdlc\ h'lI c confirmed Ihe main conellhion, and hale 
e\lcndcd lhcm 10 lemale adopled children, 

Thc bll, ofe\ Idcncc Illa\ he indi\ idu.ill) di,pulcd bUI, lal..en 
Illl!L'1 hcr, I he c,"c lor ,0;l1C I!C nel IC in I o/lement in cri III i na I 
bt:'ha\ lor L'annUI plall\ihl) 'bc rejccled On Ihe a\ crage, 
ollcnder, arc dl\linCllle In ph) ,Ical eomliwlion, Ihey arc 
nll1rc Ilkell {(l hal c L'llf'lllllll,Omal abnllrllialil), and Ihe) 
Icnd 10 llc~ur III laillilic, \\ i[h ulht:r offender, whelher or 
Ill) I Ihe\ \\ en: ral,cd t1\ Ihell' cl'lminal rclalll C\. L'n\1 hole­
\\lI11C CI'l\ if'llnmclH\ arc ',lIrel) :1I111lilg Ihe \ignificant predic­
lor, l11 CJ'lIl1C; Ihe\ arc IU,t nOI Ihc onl) prediclor .. , BUI 
"enc\ do nOI ~':IlI~C L'rll'nc ,,,> ,>uch, Ralhcr, IhL' e\'idence 
~UI!I!C'{\ a Illl1rC complc\ ehallllllconneeli(ln,: gene'> affccI 
P\)~llOlllglcal Irall, \lhlCh In lUi'll affcel Ihe likelihood 01 
breakll]!! Ihc 1<111, IlHelli!!cncc and per'llnalll) arc Ihc 11\ tl 
Irall, m~l'l \Irongl) implicaled in Ihi, L'hall1. 

Research on IQ 

,\lan\ \Iudic, hal e \ho\\ n Ihal Ihe offcndcr popul:uion ha, 
an a\:eral!e I() 01 aboul 91-93, L'ompan:d {(l Ihe alcragc Ie) 
III I 00 f,;rth~ populalion al large, Sincc Ihc general popu­
lalion include, an unl..nown fraelion of offender" Ihe Ie) 
gap bClween qffcnder,> and nonolTender, can onl)b~ e,u­
maled, bUI aClln~ef'\:lIilc lalue I~aboul III plllrH'> , Dillerenl 
C:lIC"llI'le, of offender,> ha\c different :1\ crage I(:r~, \OI11C 
e\'c!~I~lller allL! ,ome hlght:r Ihan 91-9.', In general, hO\\­
ever Ihe cOll1mon llffen,c,>~ Ihe impubi\c \il1icnl cnme, 
and ;hc l1pplll1uni~lic proper!) eriillc,-ar~ 1I1D;,lllflen L'om­
mincd b) people III Iht: 10\1 normal and bordcrlinc rClarded 
range, 

Sincc IC,I ~core, and Cf'llilC r:IlC\ arc bOlh correlalcd II ilh 
,ociocconllillic ,laW" il I, 'lllilelillle~ ,ug.g.c~[ed Ihal ,{;Il.U' , 
ralhcr Ihan IC,I !>core, i, Ihe crillcal \ariahic in cxplaining 
criminal bcha\'ior, BUllhe cvidenee ,:l~, Olhcf'\\ i,e, Al each 
.\ocioccnnomic Ic\'cl. llfTcndcrs lend to hale Ihc ilm cr IQ 
le,1 .\corcs: anllHlI! peoplc wilh the same ,cores, pcople 
from Iowa socioe~on()mie icvcb commil morc crime. Thu!>, 
both co"ni[i\'c abilill (irllellil!encel :Ifld ,ocioecllnllmic 
,.,[atu, (e~l\'ironmelH l'con[ribu~ 10 [he likelihood (~f eriminal 
behavior, and Ihere i, .'>ome rca,On for concluding Ih"l 
ability contributes morc, 

10 le,1 ilclm eall on cOl!nili\c ahililic.' of various ,0I1~, 
e:~h of which can be d~scrihcd a, \'erbal or Iloll\crbal, A 
vOL'ai1ulan le,1 is oh\'ioll~l~ verbal: a leSI of spccd and 
acellrat:) in a,>sembling Ihe pieces of a Jig":!11 pUlllc is 



c 

nonverbal. Spatial reasoning i, non\erbal: arithmetic 
reasl1nin!:! i, usualh considered \erbal. Tesb arc usualh 
constructed ,0 that the a\'(~rage person ha~ equal \erbal ami 
nonverbal ,core;.. but offenders a\'era!:!e lower \'erbal than 
non\'erbal scores. E\ en among group; of offenders and 
nonofTender, matched for age. lwerall IQ. ethnic back­
!:!round. and ,ocioeconomic status. offender, ha\e lo\\er 
~erbal ,core, than nonoffenders tand hi!:!her fl(lIl\erbal 
,core, .... 0 as to equali/e O\'erall ,core, for-the t\\ 0 group" I. 
Lo\\ \ abal scores nUI\ create a ri,k for criminal beha\ior 
becau;.e they impair a 'person's ability to formulate and 
follo\\ internal ,tandards of conduct. or because the\ lead 
to failure and frustration in ,dlOOI and on the lob. ,ir for 
all tho,c reasons, . 

A lar!:!e ,eientific Iitcrature indicates that the ,;,)liitie, mea.'­
ured by IQ tests arc panly genetic. Verbal abilitie, arc at 
least as heritable ,h non\erbal. The IQ's of children raised 
in foster home, correlate more eloseh \\ ith tho,c of their 
biological parent, than \\ ith their foster parent". IdentlL'al 
t\\ Ins ha\ e more similar IQ', than fraternalt\\ in" In general. 
people who arc more elo,ely related by blood ha\ e more 
,imilar te,t ,core" bllmale;, llI" the heritabilit\ llf Intelli­
gence. by ,crimi, student, nf the ,ublect. range 1~'0111 abllut 
~() p.::rcent tll 80 percent. Thi, dn.::, not m.::an that intelligence 
i, immune tll inllucnce b) the environment. bUl it help, 
cxplain the e\ idence fllr an inherited biological factor in 
criminal beha\lor, Since crime correlate, \\ ith IQ. and IQ 
i, panl) lIlherited. a heritable ,usceptibilit) to Criminal 
behanl)r folln\\ ,. 

Research on Personality 

Personalil.\ i, a ,imilar matter. ~lan\ ,tudies ha\e found 
thalthe a\ enl!:!e nffender i, distincti\'e-. thoul!h not neces,ar­
ily abnormal.-He or,he is likel) to be impul;l\e. deficient 
in internal PS) chic experience and in emotional attaehmelll' 
to other people. mendacious. aggressi\ e. uneon\'eillional. 
fatalistic-if not indifferent-about the future. drawn to 
adventure or danger. ami emotionally disturbed nr frankJy 
p'»chmic. \,'hen these tntits arc sufficientl) extrem~.l1fTcnd­
ers are ~aid to ~ufrer from a p;,yehimric ~onditinn called 
"anti;,ocial pcr;,onality." ;\01 e\cr) offend~r i, aty pical in 
p.::r'>onal it), but in large ;,ample,. the ,ign;, of at) picallt) 
arc undeniable. 

Like iTllelligen~e. p.::r~onality ha;, a heritable ~ompon~nt. 
although probabl) not to the same dcgrec. The e\idence on 
the heritability of peNlnality i, not a, dearcut as that nn 
iTllelli!:!cnce. for sC\'cral rca,on,>. There ha, hcen le'>s re­
;,earch-on it. The mea,urement ofper;,onality ha;, not be:cn 
a, well ;,tandardized. Per,onalit) i, probahly e\'en more: 
multifaceted than il1lellige:nce. and different a,pect, of it 
mav have different heritabilities. Even ,0, \\e ma\ conclude 
lha~ the inheritance ofpeNlTlalit) trait'> i, one of the way, 
in which the ,>u;,ceptibility to criminal bcha\'ior i, tran,mitted 
by the gene;,. 
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Discus.\·ion Questions 
I What public polic) impli~ation~ deri\e from the rc,carch 
findin!:!s concernin!:!lllen with XYYchromo,llme,'! Should 
all m'::~l be te:,ted to find out which one, ha\e the XYY 
chromthome'! Should tho,e who ha\ e it be loc\..ed up or in 
any other \\ a) he treated dillcn:l1lly from other men'! 

2. Doc, the re,earch ,ummari/ed in thi, commentary pa­
,uade ) ou that biology pia) s a role in prcdi,pw,ii1g ,omc 
people to crime'? \Vh) or why not'? 

3. As,ullle that \'ou arc. orcould be. convinced that bioIO!!\ 
influences criminality. Can you think nfany practicaluse~­
to which such knowlcdgl: could be put? 

~. Should prospective adopting. parent, hc provided informa­
tion about the criminal rl:cords ofa\ailahlc infants' parents'! 
\Vhy or why not'? 

Thi, ,!Udy guidc and th.:: videotape. Hi%gJandCrime. 
is one of22 in the CRIM E FILE ,cries. For informat ion 
on how to obtain program'> on other criminal justice 
issues in the saics. contact CRIME FILE, National 
Institute of Justice NCJRS. Box 6000. Rodville. MD 
20H50 or call HOO-II.5I-3~2(J (30 1-2.51-.5.5()(J from 
;\ktropolit:tn Wa,hington. D.C., :tnd Maryland). 
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