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A. It's a great honor for me to be here today. I'd like to 

thank Jim Demos, the Crusade Against Crime and the 
". 

3. In Oakland, pursued many avenues to encourage such 

Advertising Club of St. Louis for invitation to· participate partnership one of the first cities in U.S. to 

at this awards ceremony. initiate "Home Alert" program -- precursor to 

Neighborhood Watch. 

I. As Director of the National Institute of Justice -- and 

a 15 year veteran of pol ice department in'Oakland, o our pol ice department received active support of 

Cal ifornia -- it is with special sense of affinity that local business -- generously donated time and 

I welcome o'pportunity to pay tribute to the two resources to promote law enforcement. 

outstanding individuals receiving Medal of Valor awards 

today. o started pol ice athletic league -- bring pol ice and 

local kids together in range of sporting and 

2. During the 15 years I spent as a pol ice official -- recreational activities bui Id better mutual 

saw and adnired many pol ice officers who showed the sane understanding. 

qual ities of dedication, courage and comnitment we honor 

at this ceremony. o numerous c~unity organizations worked with pol ice 

to identify pol icing problems and priorities -- and 

o and I bec~ increasingly aware of the value of seek effective solutions. 

pol ice and citizens working together -- as you are 

in St. Loui s -- in a partnership to fight cr ime. 

j ...... '.' ... . 
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o and we established awards program simi lar to your 

own here in St. Louis -- recognize outstanding monitor actions of courts and other areas of 
'" 

conduct in pol ice and local citizens. criminal justice system -- make appropriate 

recannendations for change. 

B. I know this 17th year of these awards -- really testifies to 

leadership role this area has played in recognition of debt a Crime Prevention Workshops and Conferences: 

we, as a society, owe to men and women in our pol ice. 

provides information on methods to reduce risk 

I . I bel ieve that more and more Americans today, recognize on range of crimes -- shopl ifting, robbery, 

that debt - recognize that our pol ice accept -- as a fraud. 

daily part of their lives, the dangers and difficulties 

inherent in protecting I ives, property and peace of mind 

of Americans. 
I o and projects aimed at reducing burglary and 

tracing stolen goods -- supporting victims of 

cr ime -- educat i ng and i nformi ng comnun i ty and 

o President Reagan expressed it wei I when he said the chi Idren in schools on crime issues. 

pol ice: "stand as guardians of the fragi Ie thread 

of order and civi I ity that separates a civi I ized 3. While it's true that crime has fallen in recent years--

society from mankind's barbarous past." by 7% .in 1983 and over 4% lost year -- during 20 years 

between 1960 to 1980, crime rose dramatically exacted 

intolerable price of society and victims of crime. 
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yet po lice were a Iways a~. hand to meet the 

challenge of prot~c;ing o~r citizens -- always 

prepared to cOme to assistance of any citizens 

.under attack or in distress. 

came to feel that the criminal justice 
If many Americans 

system had, at least in s~ ways, abandoned their 

0lneffOlcient and insensitive -- then 
interests and grown 

pol ice were conspicuous exception. 

o 

o 

I knoW from NIJ surveys and research, that victims 

of crime emphasized that of al I criminal j~stice 

practitioners they had contact with -- police 

treated them with the greatest degree of fairness, 

kindness and concern. 

and good relationship of mutual regard between 

pol ice and citizens they serve is the pride of a 

c~nity __ reflects a condition of trust we al I 
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strive to achieve -- a relationship that clearly 

exists in the efforts of your own Crusade Against 
'" 

Crime -- and in these Medal of Valor awards. 

In looking at outstanding efforts of those honored at 

this ceremony -- what emerges most clearly for me, is 

how important the individual's contribution can be in 

serving to enhance the quality of I ife for all of us. 

o a contribution where personal risk is accepted 

where the motive is not self-interest1 but one of 

genuine caring for the well-being of others and 

for the fundamental principle of justice. 

The purpose of these awards is to acknowledge actions of 

pol ice officers beyond the call of duty -- not only in 

canbatting crime, but in protecting the wei I-being of 

community in every way -- recipients today saved the 

I ives of citizens trapped by fire. 

... \, 
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o officers kicked in a locked do~r -- carried a 

fani Iy to safety -- and st! I I col lected enough 
". 

evidence of arson to arrest a suspect. 

But importance of awards goes beyone an acolade to 

recipients __ also encourages us to emulate the spirit 

which inspired the actions of the individuals we honor. 

o those 'qualitles of courage, integrity and genuine 

caring that ~ke the crucial difference -- and 

serves as an exwnple for al I of us to fol low. 

As Director of the National Institute of Justice 

(principal research agency of U.S. Justice Department) 

__ my central priority is to pursue law enforcement 

rese.ar ch t hat wi I I generate in format i on and techn i ques 

of practical use to law enforcement practitioners in 

field __ I'd like to give you a· few exanples of those 

efforts. 

I 

I 
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Urinalysis experiments d -- esigned to protect 

community fran offenders pretrial -- support 

pol ice because they are not forced to pursue 

the same offender who continues crime on 

pretrial release 

Kevlar vests -- saved over 800 I iv~s 

Standards Testing -- helmer's , cars, tires 

Gun detection equi~ent 

Houston and Newark -- experiments designed to 

reduce crime and cannunity fear of crime 

bui Id closer rapport between pol ice and 

citizens 
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o Evaluation of Neighborhood Watch and Cri~ 

Stoppers -- seeking to assess success and how 
". 

~o further enhance these initiatives 

'0 New York -- downtown projects in Brooklyn, 

Queens and Bronx -- aim to forge cooperation 

between po! ice, citizens and business 

interests to reduce cri~ and revital ize 

depressed areas. 

o publ ic information videos for TV -- "Report, 

Identify, Testify" here at this ceremony 

intended to encourage publ ic support for 

criminal justice system -- research has 

already shown that most information leading to 

airest and prosecution is provided by victims, 

witnesses and other citizens -- apart from 

videos I just mentioned, NIJ also engaged in 

other initiatives to promote citizen 

involvement in criminal justice system. 

; 

I 
! 
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These efforts are important, not only because I bel ieve they 

are benefitting pol ice in practical ways, but because they 

reflect recognition of Reagan administration and NIJ that we 

have obi igation to match spirit of dedi.cation and caring 

pol ice officers bring to vital role they perform in society. 

I • Pres i dent Reagan has, on many occas ions, . app I auded the 

spirit in America today which inspires initiatives I ike 

your Crusade Against Crime -- where citizens are wi I ling 

to volunteer their time, energy and resources to work 

with poli·ce in combatting crime. 

o 
and the President has demonstrated his personal 

cannitment to support law enforcement -- clear in 

his pol icies and in appointing to key positions men 

I ike Attorney General Edwin Meese and Deputy 

Attorney General Lowe I I Jensen -- ~n with long 

record of experience and active support for law 

enforcement. 

• It , 



.. --~- ...... ,-.' 

-12-
-13-

o 
Again, to borrow from President Reagan, he said in 

o really reflects recognition of this aaninistration 
his inaugural address in 1981: "Those who say that 

that the values and liberties we cherish as a 
we in a time when there are no heroes, they just 

nation are founded on the rule of law -- and that 
don't know where to look. Y h ou can see eroes every 

we look to the pol ice to preserve those laws. 
·day. Their values sustain our national life. 

2. Indeed, we are here today to honor two men who have 3. That is a spirit which mode this country great. It is a 

answered that noble cal ling -- to express our respect 
spirit which our pol ice have done so much to inspire 

and gratitude, not only for their extraordinary courage 
and which is our greatest hope for the future. 

-- but for the courage and wi I I ingness to serve their 

fel low citizen that al lour pol ice officers demonstrate. 0 I salute you a II not only the heroism of -- those 

officers receiving the Medal of Valor today but 
o I bel ieve that in acknowledging exemplary pol ice the many po lice 0 f f ice r s across the U.S. whose 

conduct in St. Louis -- you are reflecting a ~od courage too often goes unsung -- but for which we 
spreading across U.S. -- a determination to stand are a II deeply indebted. 

up against crime to make our homes and fami lies, 

our communities and our country a safer place to o 
and I salute those of you involved in the Crusade 

live -- a place where liberty can live and all 
Against Crime -- who do not merely talk about your 

Americans can prosper. 
concern with crime, but actively demonstrate your 

resolve to fight crime and support your police 

in that endeavor. 

"~.:,~ --.. 
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a your efforts reflect the power of conmunity that 

sharing of values and wil I ingness to stand up for 

fairness and justice that exempl ifies the true 

'character of this nation. 

Thank you. 
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