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I. EXECUTIVE SU~~RY 

OVERVIEW OF CRIME IN DADE COUNTY: 1979 TO 1985 

Part I Index Crime increased by 12% between 1984 and 1985, 

to nearly 200,000 incidents, 42.7% above the 1979 level: 

By 1985, Part I violent crime was 45.1% above the 1979 

level, but lower than its peak level in 1980; and 

Part I property crime was 42.2% above, the highest 

level ever. 

In 1985, homicide was at its lowest level since 1979, but 

still 20.5% above the level for 1979. 

Rape, in 1985, was 14.9% above the 1979 level, the 

highest level since the peak in 1981. Rape is the only 

Part I violent crime to have fallen to a level (in 1984) 

below that in 1979. 

By 1985, the number of robberies was 60.6% above the 

1979 level, half of which were armed and three-quarters 

being highway robberies. 

The number of aggravated assaults reached its highest 

point in 1985 15,380 -- 36.8% above the 1979 level. 
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HOMICIDE 

Burglary was 16% above the 1979 level in 1985, two

thirds of which were residential. Burglary is the only 

Part I property crime to have fallen to a level (in 1983) 

below that in 1979. 

The number of larcenies has increased in every year, 

except in 1983. By 1985 the number of incidents reached 

their highest level, 43% above the level in 1979. 

Motor vehicle theft is the only Part I Crime which has 

increased every year since 1979. By 1985, it was 141.4% 

above the 1979 level. 

Since they peaked at 576 in 1981, the number of homicides 

has steadily decreased; by 1985, they numbered 386, a 

reduction of almost one-third. 

A law abiding resident of Dade County is less likely to 

be a murder victim. By 1985: 

Only one-third of all victims had no involvement in 

the events leading to their deaths; 

Over 50% of all victims had a prior arrest history. 

-2-
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The largest single class of homicide in 1985 was that related 

to the sale and/or possession of drugs, increasing from 25% of 

all homicides in 1979 to over 30% in 1985. 

In 1985, just over 19% of the homicides were domestic 

homicides: 

Domestic (blood) homicides, accounting for 10.5% of all 

homicides in 1985, usually involved a spouse killing a 

spouse; 

Domestic (other) homicides usually involved lovers, 

accounting for 8.3% of all homicides in 1985. 

For 1985, there was a dramatic increase in the number of 

associated crime homicides occurring as a result of a robbery; 

this category accounting for 54.1% of all associated crime 

homicides. 

Firearms continued to be the weapon of choice being used in 

between 69% and 78% of all incidents, with handguns being the 

firearm of choice in 70% of all incidents involving a firearm: 

For drug-related homicides, between 85% and 90% involved 

the use of a firearm. 
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RAPE 

- -----------------------------------------

The percentage of Mariel Cuban victims increased from 0% to 

27% between 1979 and 1984, but decreased to under 20% in 1985. 

The percentage of Mariel offenders also decreased slightly 

between 1984 and 1985, from 21% to 20%. 

Almost 45% of the victims of homicides, for whom a toxicology 

report was available, showed evidence of drug or alcohol use 

in 1985. It was also the year in which the highest percentage 

of offenders were reported to be under the influence of drugs 

or alcohol at the time of the incident. 

In 1985, 58.7% of the homicides in Dade County were incidents 

in which the victim and offender had a prior Dade County 

criminal record. 

Using data from the Rape Treatment Center at Jackson Memorial Hospital: 

Reported rapes increased by 35% between 1979 and 1985; 

The number of reported juvenile rapes more than doubled, 

while reported adult rapes fell by just over one-third between 

1981 and 1985, the period for which detailed data 

were available. 
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For adult rapes reported to the Rape Treatment Center between 1981 and 

1985: 

Half of adult victims were between 17 and 24 years of age; 

The incidence of rape decreased with the victims age; 

Adult rapes were primary intra-racial, with non-Hispanic 

Blacks accounting for between 42% and 46% of all victims, 

non-Hispanic Whites between 39% and 47% of all victims and 

Hispanics between 9% and 12.5% of all victims; 

Most adult victims did not know their attackers; 

Most adult rapes occurred in a residence; 

Most adult rapes occurred between 6:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. 

For juvenile rapes reported to the Rape Treatment Center between 1981 

and 1985: 

The number of reported rapes involving children 0-5 

years of age increased by nearly four times; 

-5-



Most juvenile rapes were intra-racial with non-Hispanic Blacks 

accounting for between 52% and 60% of the victims, non

Hispanic Whites, between 23% and 29% and Hispanics, between 

14% and 20%; 

Most juvenile victims knew their attacker; 

Most juvenile rapes occurred in a residence other than that 

of the victim; 

Few juvenile rapes involved the use of a weapon, and the 

number of incidents in which a threat was made steadily 

decreased from 46% in 1981 to 23.6% in 1985. 
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STATUS UPDATE ON RECOMMENDATIONS IN "CRINE ANALYSIS AND 
RECOW.lENDATIONS FOR CRIMINAL JUSTICE MANAGENENT" 

The first report produced as part of the C.A.R.E. Project contained a 

number of recommendations for action. This section updates the status 

of those recommendations, dutlining what action has been taken. 

RECOMMENDATION 

PROGRANNING 

1) Massive programs are needed in the 
areas of interdiction, enforcement 
and comprehensive programming for 
drug prevention and education. 

2) Services should be expanded and 
additional intervention strategies 
developed to deal with the problems 
evidenced by the high level of 
domestic-related homicides. 

3) The increased incidence of reported 
sexual assaults involving juvenile 
victims calls for the continuation 
and strengthening of efforts this 
community has begun in this area. 

LEGISLATION 

1) This community should develop 
appropriate intervention strategies 
for handgun control via statewide 
and/or local legislation. 

2) "Domestic Violence" should be re
defined by expanding a) what 
constitutes such violence, and b) 
who constitutes a victim of such 
violence. 

-7-

ACTION 

Metro-Miami Crime Symposium 

Metro-Miami Crime Symposium 

Netro-Miami Crime Symposium 

Legislation in the 1985/86 Florida 
State Legislative session, which 
would have weakened the Dade 
County Ordinance on handgun con
trol, was not passed. 

Proposal to extend the definiticn 
to include all co-habitants did 
not pass in the 1985/86 Florida 
State Legislative session. 



RECOMMENDATION 

CRIMINAl, INVESTIGATION 

1) The data collection effort for all 
homicides begun for this study 
should be maintained on an on
going basis in order to provide 
for a longitudinal study. 

2) The system for collecting data on 
robberies should be implemented 
as an ongoing investigative tool. 

3) The prototype system developed for 
homicide and the system proposed 
for robbery should serve as the 
beginning of a centralized investi
gative data base which may be 
accessed by all of Dade's law 
enforcement agencies. 

4) Dade law enforcement agencies should 
continue to implement key components 
of the integrated criminal appre
hension program (ICAP) in order to 
increase the clearance rate of 
violent crime. 

CRIME REPORTING 

1) All Dade law enforcement agencies 
should fully participate in the 
Bureau of Justice Statistics/FBI 
revision of the Federal Uniform 
Crime Reporting (UCR) System with 
Dade County serving as a "Pilot" 
jurisdiction. 

2) Jackson Memorial Hospital's Rape 
Treatment Center should develop a 
new microcomputer-based information 
system suitable for operational as 
well as research purposes. 

ACTION 

Commitment given by all partici
pants to continue the collection 
of data. 

Under consideration for implemen
tation at a later date. 

Metro-Miami Crime S1~posium 

On-going commitment with enhance
ments in many police departments, 
particularly the introduction of 
countywide computer-generated 
mapping. 

Under consideration. 

Under consideration for future 
implementation. 
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RECOMMENDATION 

SYSTEM SIMULATION 

It is suggested that the County consider 
acquiring a computerized modeling system 
for the criminal justice system which 
would provide decision makers with: 

1) The total system implications of 
changes within one component of the 
criminal justice system; and 

2) Adequate information on which to 
base efficient resource allocation 
decisions. 

-9-

ACTION 

Pilot implementation under 
review. 
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II. INTRODUCTION 

This report, "Crime Statistics for Dade County, Florida: 1979-1985", is 

the second produced as part of the Crime Analysis and Resource 

Evaluation (CARE) Project. The CARE Project was initiated in late 1984 

in an effort to establish a continuing review and analysis of serious 

crime in Dade County. The objectives were: (1) to provide local decision 

makers with previously unavailable, detailed information on serious 

crime on which to base criminal justice resource allocation and manage

ment decisions; and (2) to provide local law enforcement agencies with 

sophisticated criminal investigative tools. This report updates the 

information on homicide and rape through 1985, and goes beyond the 

information presented in the first report, "Crime Analysis and 

Recommendations for Criminal Justice Resource Management", by including 

data compiled under Florida's Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) System for 

Part I Index Crime in Dade County. 

For 1985, homicide has been subjected to more intensive review than in 

the original report. An in-depth profile of homicides occurring in Dade 

County is set out in graphs and tables which examine the characteristics 

of the incident, the type of victim, the type of offender and the inter

relationships among them. Our continuing experience with the data 

collected on homicides has pointed out significant differences among the 

various classes of homicide. Therefore, for this report we have pro

vided separate, more detailed information for each of the major classes 

of homicide in an effort to better explain the nature of homicide in 

Dade County. 

-11-



In addition to analyzing homicide for the county as a whole, separate 

reports on homicides investigated by the six homicide investigation 

authorities -- the Metro-Dade, Miami, Hialeah, Miami Beach, North Miami 

and North Miami Beach Police Departments -- are available upon request 

from the Office of the Dade-Miami Criminal Justice Council (305) 

545-4400. 

Our first report included a review of robbery cases involving two one

third samples of cleared-by-arrest or exceptionally cleared cases 

occurring in Dade County, based on: (1) information from the City of 

Miami Police Department's automated case reporting system; and (2) data 

involving cases investigated by the Metro-Dade, Hialeah, Miami Beach, 

North Miami Beach and Coral Gables Police Departments, collected 

manually using a questionnaire structured in a manner similar to the 

instrum~nt developed for the homicide study. In spite of this time

consuming effort, we found that this approach gave little useful 

information beyond that which could be retrieved from the Uniform Crime 

Reporting (UCR) System. Since it was deemed insufficiently comprehen

sive to serve as the basis of an automated data system for robbery 

investigation at this point in time, robbery is no longer included as a 

separate section. 

We are continuing to provide an in-depth analysis of rape in Dade County 

using data collected by the Jackson Memorial Hospital Rape Treatment 

Center. The information contained in their data base, although less 

detailed than the information collected for homicide, does provide 

considerably more information than data obtained through the UCR System. 

-12-
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This report is part of our continuing effort to better explain the 

nature of crime in the community and to provide local law enforcement 

and criminal justice professionals with the information needed to make 

informed policy decisions. We anticipate that this report will be 

produced annually in an effort to provide a profile of the changing 

nature of crime in our community. 
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I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
'I 

III. METHODOLOGY 

"Crime Statistics for Dade County, Florida: 1979 to 1985" updates the 

information published in the previous C.A.R.E. Project report, "Crime 

Analysis and Recommendations for Criminal Justice Resource Management." 

The 1985 data for homicide and rape were collected, analyzed and added 

to the graphs published in the earlier report. In the homicide section, 

more detailed information has been provided in the form of graphs on the 

case, victim and offender characteristics of the major classes of 

homicide: drug-related, domestic, associated with another crime and 

argument-related. In cases where the data by class of homicide were 

similar to those for all homicides, the graphs are omitted. In 

addition, in both the homicide and rape sections, the more important 

graphs and those illustrating only a portion of the data are accompanied 

by tables. Because of rounding, percentage figures in the tables may 

not sum to 100%. 

Homicide and rape data were collected as follows: 

HOMICIDE 

Homicides occurring in Metropolitan Dade County are investigated by one 

of six police agencies: the Metro-Dade Police Department; the City of 

Miami Police Department; the Miami Beach Police Department; the Hialeah 

Police Department; the North Miami Beach Police Department; and the 

North Miami Police Department. All homicides occurring in the 

unincorporated County and the other 20 municipal~ties are investigated 

-15-



by the Metro-Dade Police Department. The collection of homicide data is 

a massive manual effort requiring the examination of the investigator's 

file on each homicide. 

The homicide questionnaire is divided into three sections capturing: 

case specifics; victim demographics; and offender demographics. The 

case specifics portion of the questionnaire is intended to give a 

comprehensive picture of the incident itself, including the type of 

homicide, where it occurred, what type of weapon was used, the cause of 

death and the status of the case. 

The remaining two sections of the questionnaire were designed to gather 

identical information on the victims and offenders involved in each 

incident. In cases involving multiple offenders and/or victims, a 

separate data collection instrument was filled out for each individual. 

As not all questions were relevant to a particular case, victim or 

offender, the graphs and tables are based on the total number of cases, 

victims or offenders for which/whom the question was answered. 

RAPE 

Rape was examined using data collected by the Rape Treatment Center as 

part of its client intake procedures and maintained on the Jackson 

Memorial Hospital mainframe computer. It is important to point out that 

the number of rapes reported to the police and those reported to the 

Rape Treatment Center can be quite different. The victim treated at the 

-16-
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Rape Treatment Center is under no obligation to report the attack to the 

police, and the police are not obligated to report all rapes to the 

Center. 

While information contained in the Rape Treatment Center data base is 

not as detailed as the information collected for homicides, it does 

provide significantly more information than data provided by the UCR 

System. The UCR definition limits the crime of rape to forcible rape of 

a female above the age of consent, while the Rape Treatment Center 

maintains data on both male and female victims, regardless of age. For 

years 1981 through 1984, all adult and juvenile case records were 

available for analysis. The records for juvenile and adult rapes in 

1985, however! are incomplete and comprise a partial (95%) sample of the 

1,424 cases reported for that year. 

UNIFORM CRIME REPORT DATA 

This report also contains a new section based on information from the 

Uniform Crime Reporting System. Total Part I Index Crime, violent 

crime, property crime and the seven Part I Index Crimes individually 

(homicide, forcible rape, robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, larceny 

and motor vehicle theft) are presented both in terms of the number of 

incidents and as a percentage increase or decrease with respect to the 

base year 1979. This year was chosen because it was the year before the 

Mariel boatlift and civil disturbances. Where collected, additional 

information on the type of incident or the weapon used is included in 

graphic and/or tabular form. Due to rounding, percentage figures may 

not sum to 100%. 
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IV. OVERVIEW OF CRIME IN DADE COUNTY: 1979-1985 

i. PART I INDEX CRIME 

In 1985 there were nearly 200,000 Part I Index Crimes -- homicides, 

rapes, robberies, aggravated assaults, burglaries, larcenies and motor 

vehicle thefts -- committed "in all of Dade County, an increase of 12% 

over the previous year and 42.7% higher than in 1979, the pre-Mariel 

boat1ift, pre-civil disturbance base year. The number of incidents in 

1985 was greater than in any year since 1979, and was 9.3% higher than 

the previous peak in 1980. Between 1980 and 1983, the number of 

incidents fell; since 1983, they have increased, at an increasing rate 

(6.5% between 1983 and 1984; 12% between 1984 and 1985). 

Part I Index Crimes are categorized as violent or property crimes. 

They differ markedly both in terms of the number of incidents and their 

levels over time. 

Part I violent crime -- homicide, rape, robbery and aggravated assault 

-- comprised about 15% of all Part I Index Crime; property crime 

burglary, larceny and motor vehicle theft -- comprised the remainder. 

Between 1979 and 1980, violent crime increased by 46.5%, a level 

relative to 1979 not since attained. After leveling off in 1981, it 

fell by 13.1% by 1983, but has risen, at a decreasing rate since (10.0% 

between 1983 and 1984; 2.7% between 1984 and 1985). In 1985, relative 

to 1979, violent crime was only 1.5% lower in 1985 than its peak in 

1980. 
-19-



In contrast, property crime has generally increased more slowly; but by 

1985, it was 11.4% above its previous peak in 1980. Between 1979 and 

1980, property crime increased 27.7%. It then followed a similar 

pattern to that for violent crime, leveling off and then decreasing 

between 1981 and 1983. Since 1983, it has been increasing at an 

increasing rate (5.8% between 1983 and 1984 and 13.8% between 1984 and 

1985), reaching a level in 1985 which was 42.2% higher than that in 

1979. 

ii. THE SEVEN PART I INDEX CRIMES 

HOMICIDE (0.2% of Part I Index Crime in 1985): By 1985, homicide was at 

its lowest level since 1979. Between 1979 and 1980, homicides 

increased by 60.9%, a larger increase for that period than any 

other Part I Crime except robbery. Homicide peaked in 1981 at 80% 

above the 1979 level and decreased in every year thereafter, except 

1984, to 20.6% above the 1979 level in 1985. 

RAPE (0.5% of Part I Index Crime in 1985): Rape, as reported for UCR 

purposes, is the only Part I violent crime to have decreased to a 

level below the 1979 level. This occurred in 1984, the third year 

of declining numbers of incidents. Between 1984 and 1985, however, 

rape has increased by 17.7%, the highest increase since 1980, and 

is now 14.9% above the 1979 level, the highest it has been since it 

peaked in 1981 at 34.3%. 
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ROBBERY (6.6% of Part I Index Crime in 1985): Robbery registered the 

largest one-year increase of any Part I Index Crime: 91.2%, between 

1979 and 1980. After peaking in 1980, the number of robberies fell 

in 1981, 1982 and 1983, to 43.5% above the 1979 level. They have 

since increased at a decreasing rate (6.6% between 1983 and 1984; 

5.0% between 1984 and 1985), to a level 60.6% above that in 1979. 

Throughout the period 1979 to 1985, highway robberies (robberies on 

streets and sidewalks, in parking lots and garages, etc.) accounted 

for the majority of all robberies. Between 1979 and 1983, they 

were 55% to 58% of all robberies; but by 1985 this proportion had 

risen to 73.3%. The proportion of robberies which were armed 

varied between 44% and 54% of all robberies, and usually involved a 

firearm. 

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT (7.7% of Part I Index Crime in 1985): Aggravated 

assault reached its highest point in 1985, at 36.8% of the 1979 

level. The number of·incidents has increased in every year since 

1979, except for 1982 when it fell by 4.4%. The increase between 

1984 and 1985 was 0.4%. Between 84% and 93% of aggravated assaults 

over the period have been armed. 

BURGLARY (23.1% of Part I Index Crime in 1985): Burglary is the only 

Part I property crime to have decreased to a level below that in 

1979. Between 1981 and 1983, after having peaked in 1980 at 30.5% 

above the 1979 level, the number of incidents of burglary was 4.1% 

-21-



below the number of incidents in 1979. Since 1983, however, 

burglaries have been increasing at an increasing rate 9.6% 

between 1983 and 1984; 10.4% between 1984 and 1985 -- to 16.0% 

above the 1979 level by 1985. Over the period, the proportion of 

residential burglaries has increased from 60% to 67% of all 

incidents. 

LARCENY (49.9% of Part I Index Crime): Larcenies have increased in every 

year since 1979, except in 1983 when they fell by 5.1%. By 1985, 

the number of incidents surpassed the previous peak in 1982 to 

43.0% above the 1979 level. Since 1983, larcenies have been 

increasing at an increasing rate: 3.4% between 1983 and 1984; 10.9% 

between 1984 and 1985. The theft of car parts and accessories is 

the single largest type of larceny, and has increased as a 

proportion of all incidents throughout the period, from 42.2% in 

1979 to 52.5% in 1985. 

MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT (12.1% of Part I Index Crime): Motor vehicle theft 

is the only Part I Index Crime which has increased every year since 

1979. After increasing by 46.7% in 1980, it increased by 20.4% 

between 1980 and 1984. In 1985, it rose 36.7%, to a level 141.4% 

above that in 1979. Automobiles have accounted for a large and 

increasing proportion of stolen vehicles, rising from 79.4% of all 

vehicles in 1979 to 86.8% in 1985. 
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PART I CRIME: 1979 TO 1985 
TOTAL NVMElER Of INODENlS N DADE CO. 
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PART I CRIME: 1979 TO 1985 
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HOMICIDE: 1979 TO 1985 
TOTAL NW6ER or INOOENlS N DADE co. 
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ROBBERY: 1979 TO 1985 
TrPE OF ROBBERI 

197'3 1960 1981 1982. 1983 1984 1965 

[SSj Bvs./COMM. ~ RESIDENT14.L 

ROBBERY TYPE OF ROBBERY 

1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 

PERCENT: 

HIGWAY 54.9 58.0 56.9 56.8 55.0 62.1 73.3 
BUS I rESS/c:x:::M.£FIC I AI.. 19.2 20.-4 18.1 17.8 18.8 12.8 15.2 

a:::tNEN 1 EN:E STORE 5.3 5.5 3.8 3.5 3.3 2.2 4.5 
"'CJ::M;'Efr: 1 Ai.. 5.9 5.8 5.6 5.7 5.7 4. I 3.5 
On£R c::c:M.ERC I Ai.. 8.0 9. I 8.7 8.4 7.8 6.5 7.2 

RES I tENT I AI.. 10.4 8.6 10.9 11.6 1-4.8 14.0 7.9 
M I SCEl.LAr'Ea.JS 15.5 13.0 14.1 14.2 13.5 '''0 3.6 

* INCLUDES GAS/SERVICE STATIONS, LIQUOR/BEER SALES, 8AN<S, SlPEFMARKETS 
AN:) 00t..G STORES. 
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ROBBERY: 1979 TO 1985 

I ARI.4W ROBBERIES 
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I 
I 1'379 1980 1'361 1'362. 1'363 1'384 1'365 

·1 
I 
I 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 

PEIaNT : 

I 
AFf\IEO 48.0 51.4 53.6 51.6 47.4 44.6 44.3 

FIREAFM 32.6 38.7 41.4 40.2 35.7 33.1 31.6 
KNIFE 10.3 8.1 8.1 7.7 7.2 S.S 7.1 
OTHER DE.ADl.. Y WEAPaII 5.1 4.5 4.1 3.7 4.5 4.9 5.S 

I 52.0 48.6 46.4 48.4 52.S 56.4 55.7 

I 
I 
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I 
I 
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AGGRAVATED ASSAULT: 1979 TO 1985 
TOTAL NUMBER Of INCIDENTS N DADE CO. 
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N.'!BflAVA T8J ASSAU. T TYPE CF WEAf'C:N 

1979 1980 

PERCENT: 

ARVED 91.4 92.1 
FIREARJI 29.5 37.6 
KNIFE 24.8 21 .. 6 
OTr£R DEAOL Y 'r'I"EAfICN 37.1 32.9 

HANJ. FIST. ETC. S.7 7.9 
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1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 

90.3 89.9 83.5 85.3 93.2 
39.8 37.0 31.0 31.0 35.1 
20.5 21.6 21.0 21.0 20.9 
30.0 31.3 31.5 33.3 37.2 

9.7 10.1 18.5 14.8 6.S 
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BURGLARY: 1979 TO 1985 
TOTAL NWElffi Of INCIDENTS i'l DADE CO. 
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BURGLARY: 1979 TO 1985 
RESDEN"mL VS. NON-RESIOENnolo.L 

1'379 1980 1981 1982. 1983 1'384 19~ 

e.ZJ RESD~L !SSJ NON-RESIDENTIAL 

1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 

RESIDENTIAL 60.3 62.5 65.4 64.3 67.4 67.7 67.3 

RES I CENT I AL BlJ?G\..AR lEST IF-Je a: I N: I CENT 

PERCENT: 

1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 

31.9 26.0 30.6 31.8 32.9 33.S 27.7 
56.2 60.0 57.7 57.0 56.3 56.0 49.3 
11.9 12.0 11.7 11.3 10.8 10.4 23.0 

I'O'I-RES I DENT I AL ~ I ES : TIM:: CF I fie I CIENT 

PERCENT: 

NIGIT 
DAY 
IN<r'OIIN 

1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 

55.1 50.4 51.1 48.4 47.3 50.2 42.0 
20.4 22.2 22.S 28.4 32.1 30.9 19.4 
24.4 27.4 26.3 23.2 20.S 18.9 38.6 
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LARCENY: 1979 TO 1985 
TOTAL NUMBER Of INODENlS N DADE CO. 
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LAR C ENY : 1 979 TO 1 985 
lI?E Of LARCENY 

~.-------------------------------------------------------~ 

197'3 1960 1981 1962 19ro . 1984 1985 

!ZZJ SHOPUfTrNG cs:sJ VEHCLES !222a Bur LD INGS 

1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 

PERCENT: 

PCCKET IPLfISE 5.3 7.9 6.1 5.2 5.1 4.9 4.2 
S!-OPL I FT 1 N3 11. 1 10.4 10.7 10.6 10.3 11.0 11.5 
CAR PARTS & KX:.. 42.2 44.2 47.8 49.6 50.8 49.0 52.5 
BICYCLES 8.0 5.8 4.4 4.3 4.1 4.2 4.1 
F"FOd 8U ILD , r-GS 10.3 10.0 8.7 8.2 7.2 6.6 6.2 
ALL OTHERS 23.1 21.8 22.3 22.0 22.7 24.3 21.4 
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MOTOR VEHICLE TH EFT: 1979 TO 1985 
TOTAL NWBER OF INOOENlS IN DADE CO. 
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M:J'TOR VEH I c..E THEFT 

PERC:N1": 

AUTOS 
TRt..CKS/SUSES 
NCTORCYa..ES 
OTHER 

TYPE a: VEH 1a..ES S1t1..EN 

1979 1980 1981 1982 

79.~ 77.9 78.3 80.3 
9.7 11.9 12.3 12.5 

10.2 9.4 8.7 6.7 
O.S 0.8 0.7 0.6 
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1983 1984 1985 

82.3 84.3 86.8 
10.9 10.6 9.8 
6.0 4.6 3.1 
0.8 0.4 0.3 
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iv. DEFINITIONS 

PART I CRIME: For the purposes of this report, Part I Crime comprises 

the seven "Index Crimes" of homicide, forciDle rape, robbery, aggravated 

assault, burglary, larceny and motor vehicle theft. These crimes are 

used to calculate an index because of their seriousness, the frequency 

of their occurrence and the reliability with which they are reported. 

The seven Index Crimes are further classified as either VIOLENT crime 

(homicide, forcible rape, robbery and aggravated assault), involving a 

confrontation between the victim and the offender, or as PROPERTY crime 

(burglary, larcency and motor vehicle theft). 

HOMICIDE (murder and non-~egligent manslaughter): The willful, non

negligent killing of a human being by another, excluding 

justifiable homicides. 

RAPE (forcible rape): The carnal knowledge of a female forcibly and 

against her will, including attempted rape but excluding statutory 

rape (without force or if the victim is under the age of consent). 

ROBBERY: The taking or attempting to take anything of value from the 

care, custody or control of a person or persons by force or threat 

of force or violence and/or by putting the victim in fear. 

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT: An unlawful attack or attempted attack by one 

person upon another for the purpose of inflicting severe or 
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aggravated bodily injury, usually accompanied by the use of a 

weapon or by means likely to produce death or great bodily harm. 

BURGLARY: The unlawful entry or attempted entry of a structure to 

commit a felony or theft. 

LARCENY: The unlawful taking, carrying, leading or riding away of 

property from the possession or constructive possession of another, 

excluding motor vehicle theft. 

MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT: The theft or attempted theft of a motor vehicle. 

y. SOURCES 

The graphs and tables in this section are based on data from two 

sources. Data on the number of Part I Index Crimes are taken from Crime 

in Florida: Annual Report for years 1979 through 1985. These Uniform 

Crime Reports for the State of Florida are published by the Florida 

Department of Law Enforcement, Tallahassee, Florida. The graphs using 

these data are so noted. Data for the tables were provided by the 

Florida Department of Law Enforcement. 
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V. HOMICIDE 

In 1985, the number of homicides in Dade County fell by 9.1% to 368 

incidents, the lowest number since 1979. Just under half of the 

incidents occurred in unincorporated Dade County and one-third, in the 

City of Miami. 

i. CASE CHARACTERISTICS: 1979-1985 

For the purposes of this study, homicides were classified as: drug

related; domestic, related by blood or marriage (domestic-blood); 

domestic, not related but living together in some form of permanent 

living arrangement (domestic-other); associated with another crime; 

arising from an argument; a police shooting; a drug overdose; a serial 

murder; a bizarre killing; or other. As the first five classes 

accounted for over 90% of all homicides over the seven years, they were 

the focus of the analysis. 

Over the seven-year period, the proportion of those homicides cleared by 

arrest fell from 54% in 1979 to a low of 42% in 1980. For 1985 just 

under 47% were cleared by arrest. The offender was unknown in 28% to 

34% of all homicides and was not charged in about 10%. By examining 

these factors according to the class of homicide, significant 

differences can be noted. In drug-related homicides, between 50% and 

60% of the offenders were unknown. In contrast, in domestic (blood) and 

domestic (other) homicides, as well as in argument-related homicides, 

the identity of the offender was very likely to be known. 

-43-



For 1985, drug-related homicides continued to be the largest single 

class of homicide, accounting for just over 30% of all homicides. 

Argument-related homicides were the second largest class, accounting for 

just over 23.4% in 1985, while.both domestic categories combined 

accounted for just under 19% of all homicides. Those homicides 

occurring as a result of an associated crime remained consistent at 

16.4% of all homicides for 1985. 

The majority of domestic (blood) homicides involved the murder of one 

spouse by the other -- 55.6% in 1985 -- with the second largest catego!y 

involving parents killing children, followed by children killing 

parents. Domestic (other) homicides generally involved lovers and 

accounted for 72% of all domestic (other) homicides in 1985. Domestic 

(other) homicides involving friends ranged between 13% and 20% for the 

period of 1979 to 1982, increased to 35% in 1983 and 46% in 1984, but 

decreased to 14% in 1985. 

Homicides associated with the commission of another crime, after 

steadily decreasing from 23% to 16% between 1979 and 1984, remained 

constant in 1985 at just over 16%. Robbery was the crime most often 

associated with a homicide. After steadily decreasing from a high of 

63.6% to a low of 35.4% in 1984, there was a sharp increase in 1985 to 

54.1% of all associated crime homicides. Those associated with a 

burglary also increased dramatically between 1984 and 1985 (5.1% to 

9.2%), while those associated with aggravated assault decreased from 

17.4% to 6.4% for the same period. 
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Homicides arising from arguments remained constant for 1985, accounting 

for 23.4% of all homicides. Money and sex-related arguments, particu

larly those involving "a lovers triangle", were the most common argu

ments leading to this class of homicide. 

Most homicides occurred in the home with the percentage ranging from 36% 

of all homicides in 1979 to 41.2% in 1985. The street was the second 

most frequent setting, followed by those occurring in a natural habitat 

(field, river, etc.). When examined from the perspective of class of 

homicide, considerable differences in the setting of the homicide are 

evident. Between 80% and 90% of all domestic (blood) homicides occurred 

in the home; a significant proportion (70% to 80%) of all domestic 

(other) homicides occurred there. Argument-related homicides were most 

likely to occur on the street, over 40% by 1985. Between 36% and 47% of 

drug-related homicides occurred in the home, while only 29% to 40% of 

associated crime homicides occurred there. 

Firearms were the weapon of choice in most homicides, ranging from 69.2% 

in 1979 to over 77% in 1984~ decreasing to 71.6% in 1985. The patterns 

found for homicide overall remained relatively consistent when examined 

from the perspective of class of homicide. For drug-related homicides, 

this figure approached 90% in 1985. As would be expected, the cause of 

death was most often a gunshot wound, with deaths from stabbings and 

beatings reflecting an almost equal percentage. When examined from the 

perspective of race and ethnicity, Hispanics and non-hispanic Blacks 

were more likely than non-hispanic Whites to be the victim of a gunshot 

wound. 
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ii. VICTIM AND OFFENDER CHARACTERISTICS 

The majority of victims and known offenders between 1979 and 1985 were 

men, comprising approximately 90% of the offenders and 80% of the 

victims. Victims between the ages of 25 to 34 and 35 to 49 (both groups 

being approximately 32% of all victims) were the most likely to be a 

victim of homicide. This was followed by the 18 to 24 year old age 

group. Offenders were most likely to be between the ages of 25 and 34. 

For homicides overall in 1985, the racial and ethnic composition of 

victims showed a continuation of the levels found in 1984, with 

Hispanics accounting for approximately 50% of all victims, non-hispanic 

Blacks, 33%, and non-hispanic Whites, 17%. The percentage of Hispanic 

victims in drug-related homicides was somewhat higher, approaching 65%, 

while non-hispanic Blacks, non-hispanic Whites, and Hispanics were about 

equally likely to be the victim of associated crime homicides. 

For 1985, the percentage of non-hispanic Black offenders remained 

relatively constant at 36% as did the percentage of Hispanics (50%); 

non-hispanic White offenders accounted for approximately 12%. Non

hispanic Blacks were only three-quarters as likely to be an offender in 

drug-related homcides, while they were nearly twice as likely to be an 

offender in a domestic (other) homicide. Non-hispanic Whites, who were 

three-quarters as likely to be an offender in drug-related homicides, 

were nearly half again as likely to be offenders in domestic (blood) 

homicides. 
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Relative to their proportion of all victims and offenders, Hispanics 

were 1.7 times more likely to be a victim and 1.5 times as likely to be 

an offender in a drug-related homicide than for homicides overall, and 

only half as likely to be a victim and one-quarter as likely to be an 

offender in a domestic (other) homicide. For the most part, non

hispanic Blacks murdered other non-hispanic Blacks (in 80% to 85% of the 

cases involving non-hispanic Black offenders), Hispanics murdered other 

Hispanics (82% to 88% of the cases involving Hispanic offenders), while 

non-hispanic Whites murdered other non-hispanic whites (65% to 82% of 

the cases involving non-hispanic white offenders). 

For homicides overall, the victim often knew his attacker. In 1985, 

less than 15% of the victims were unacquainted with the attacker. This 

was particularly true for argument-related homicides which usually 

involved a friend or acquaintance of the victim. As one might expect, 

in associated crime homicides the victim was acquainted with the 

offender in approximately half of the cases. 

When one examines the degree of the victim involvement in his or her own 

death, we find that the proportion of victims having no involvement 

remained relatively constant at 35%, while about 56% of the victims 

participated in the events leading to their deaths and, in 1985, about 

12% actually precipitated the events. However, these averages for all 

murders have wide variations by class of homicide. Between 80% and 90% 

of victims in drug-related homicides participated in the events leading 

to their deaths, while between 40% and 55% of victims in domestic 

(blood) homicides had no involvement. Between 50% and 70% of the 
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victims in associated crime homicides had no involvement in their 

deaths, while approximately 80% of victims in domestic (other) homicides 

either participated in or precipitated the events leading to their 

death. 

When examined from the perspective of sex, we find that females were 

more likely to have no involvement in their death. Non-hispanic Whites 

were more likely than non-hispanic Blacks or Hispanics to have no 

involvement in the events leading to their death, while Hispanics were 

somewhat more likely than non-hispanic Blacks to have no involvement. 

The number of both victims and offenders with a prior criminal history 

-- Dade County, U.S. or drug-related -- steadily increased between 1979 

and 1985. For victims, the proportion with a prior criminal history 

rose for all three categories and, in 1985, almost half of the victims 

had a prior Dade County criminal history and those with a drug-related 

arrest history reached an all time high of 25%. These figures are even 

higher for drug-related homicides. Almost 70% of the victims in 

drug-related homicides had a prior Dade County criminal history and 43% 

had a drug- related arrest history. Interestingly, between 1980 and 

1985, the percentage of victims with a prior Dade County criminal 

history rose from 18% to almost 50% and the percentage for 

argument-related homicides increased from 30% to 50%. More often than 

not, offenders had a prior Dade County criminal history, with th~ 

percentage exceeding 50% for 1983, 1984 and 1985. 
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An examination of the Medical Examiner's toxicology reports reflected an 

ever increasing number of victims for whom there was evidence of drug or 

alcohol use at the time of their death. By 1985, 45% of the victims had 

some chemical substance in their system. It was also the year in which 

the highest percentage of offenders were alleged to have been under the 

influence of some substance at the time the offense occurred. 

Because of South Florida's recent history of large-scale foreign 

immigration, the immigration status and place of birth of victims and 

known offenders were considered important areas for analysis. As a 

proportion of all victims for whom the information was available, native 

Americans decreased by nearly one-third from 76% to 54% between 1979 and 

1985; pre-Marie I Cubans decreased from 12% to approximately 7%; Mariel 

Cubans, after increasing from 0% to 27% of the victims between 1979 and 

1984, decreased to just under 20% by 1985. The number of Mariel Cuban 

victims involved in drug-related homicides, which had peaked at 35% in 

1983 and 1984, fell to 28% in 1985. 

Similar patterns also held between 1979 and 1985 for the four-fifths of 

known offenders for whom the information was available. Native American 

offenders, after decreasing as a proportion of all offenders from 79% to 

57%, increased slightly to just over 60% in 1985. Pre-Mariel Cuban 

offenders remained relatively constant at just over 8%; while Mariel 

Cubans, after increasing from 0% to 21% of offenders between 1979 and 

1984, accounted for 20% of all offenders in 1985. The number of Mariel 

Cuban offenders involved in drug-related homicides peaked in 1984 at 

just over 50%; 1985 reflected a sharp decline in this percentage to 

under 30%. 
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iii . GRAPHS AND TABLES 
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HOMICIDE: 1979 TO 1985 
TOTAL NUMBER Of INClDENlS IN DADE CO. 
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HOMICIDE QUESTIONNAIRE 1979 TO 1985 
STARJS OF CASE: 

w,-------------------------------------------------------~ 

157'S 1500 1981 1982 19~ 1984 1985 

[ZZ] ARRESTED ISSl NOT CHARGED C222a OFF. UNkNOWN 

STA iUS CF CASE 

1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 19&1 1985 

PER:ENTAGE : 

a..E.ARED BY ARREST 53.6 42.2 46.1 48.7 49.9 48.6 48.6 
OFFENJER KN:WN BUT AT LARGE 1.7 4.1 3.6 5.3 6.1 6.1 5.4 
OFFENJER DEAD 4.6 4.5 3.9 2.9 2.2 3.7 4.9 
a=FENER JIOT 0iAFIGED 10.3 13.5 10.5 9.8 11.4 10.2 8.9 

( SELF -DEFENSE, JUSTIF I ABLE) 
CFFE\OER LN<Kl\N (CASE NJT SOL YEO) 27.9 32.6 34.0 31.2 29.7 29.4 26.9 
5T A TUS LN<l'OI;N 1.9 3.0 2.0 2.0 0.7 1.0 7.3 

-54-

----~ ------

I 
I 
'I 
I 
,I 

I 
'I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I, 

I 
I 
.1 
I 
I, 
I: 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

CIl 
W 
o 
(3 

~ o 
:r: 

fr1 

3 w 
a:: 
I 

CJ 
::l 
a:: 
o 
II.. o 
I
Z 
w 
Q 
a:: 
w 
a. 

HOMICIDE' QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
SfA11JS : ORUG-RELA.TED HOMIOOE 

~.-----------------------------------------------, 
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HOMICIDE· QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
STATUS; COMESTlC (BLOOD) HOMIGIDE 

OO.-----------------------~---~------------------~ 
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HOMICIDE· QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
STATUS; DOM ESl1C (OlliER) HOMICIDE 
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HOMICIDE· QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
srAlUS ; 'ASSOOA1'ED CRIME' HOMICIDE 

~~----------------------------------------------~ 

~ ARRESTED [SSl NOT CH.4RGED ~ OrF: UNI<NOWN 

HOMICIDE· QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
STAlUS : ARVUMENT-RElATED HOMICIDE 

oo~--------------------------------------------------~ 
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HOMICIDE QUESTIONNAIRE 
ClASS OF HOMICIDE 

40 

20 

15 

0 

1979 1900 1981 1982 

DRUG -+- DOM(6) (I DOM(O) 

a.ASS CF H:M IC I CE 

1979 1980 

M)TIVE ~ (%) 10.8 10.5 

PEFO::NTJIGE 'ff-£FlE 11-£ MJT I VE IS ~: 

~TED (CR.G RIPOFF. ANi 24.9 23.1 
.<leT 1 V I TV REL.A TED TO SA!...E/POSSESS I a'o 

COJESTIC (8LCXD) - RELATED BY 11.7 7.4 
BLO:O CfI MAAR I PGE. 

COJEST I C (Q1'Io£R) - L I V I N:3 TCGE1riER 4.5 5.8 
BUT tooT RELATED 

'Ass:x:IATED CRIME' 23.2 24.9 
ARt:1..N£NT -HEl.A TED (tooT ClRLG-RELA TEO 27.2 31.5 

OR COIEST Ie) 
POL ICE SH:OT I N:3 2.2 1.6 
DRLG OVEROOSE 0.3 0.2 
SERIAL ~R 0.3 
B I ZARREI I NSAI\E BEI-IA V I CfI 2.5 1.4 
01l-iER M)T I VE 2.5 4.0 
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1979 TO 1985 

1983 19M 198-5 

A ASSCC X ARG 

1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 

11.1 10.3 10.8 11.5 12.7 

26.2 27.1 27.4 29.8 30.4 

8.9 6.9 10.0 11.5 10.5 

6.3 8.7 6.6 6.1 8.3 

21.6 22.9 17.4 16.0 16.4 
28.9 27.8 31.7 23.2 23.4 
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HOMICIDE' QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
OOMESJiC (BLOOD) HOMICIDE 

oo~----------------------------------------------------~ 

197'3 1900 1981 1982. 1983 1984 1965 

!S:SI PAReNT" /CHILO WI CHILD/PARENT 

cx::NEST 1 C (8lec:» 1-0\41 C 1 DE 

1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 

PER:ENT.oa:: 'I'H::RE: 

SPClJSE K I u.s SPClJSE 57.9 73.7 55.6 54.5 43.6 52.5 55.6 
PARENT Klu.s OlILD 18.4 15.8 17.8 12.1 12.8 11.9 4.4 
OlILD Klu.s PARENT 5.3 6.7 9.1 17.9 11.9 4.4 
a;ILD KILLS a;ILD 2.6 7.9 3.0 5.1 
OTHER 15.8 2.6 20.0 21.2 20.5 23.7 35.6 
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HOMICIDE' QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
DOMESTlC (OTHER) HOMIODE 

100 ~--------------------------------------------------------

90 

1 '37'3 1900 1981 1962 19ro 1984 1985 

iZ2J LOVERS [SSI FRIENDS 

cx:::M!ST 1 C (OTHER) to.1l C I DE: 

1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 

PEFaNT.aGE BE"TVEEN: 

LOVERS 80.0 72.4 71.1 70.8 61.3 37.0 72.0 
HETEFOSEXUAL LOVERS 55.0 51.7 33.3 39.6 41.9 14.8 54.0 
f-O.OSEXUAL LOVEFIS 5.0 6.9 8.9 8.3 16.1 5.6 10.0 
A L.OYERS TIl 1.AN3I..E 20.0 13.8 28.9 22.9 3.2 16.7 8.0 

F"RIEJIOS 20.0 20.7 15.6 12.5 35.5 46.3 14.0 
OTHER 6.9 13.3 16.7 3.2 16.7 14.0 
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HOMICIDE . QUESTION~IAIRE : 1979 TO 1985 
'ASSJCIATED CRIME' HOMICIDE 
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1~79 I~OO 1~61 

C AGG ASS-\UL T + R066ER'1' 

'ASSCCIA1CD ~IM::' I-OdICICE 

1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 

PER:ENT1oGE ASSCC 1 A1CD W 111-1: 

N::J3!l,AVA 1CD ASSAU. T 4.5 7.6 7.0 8.2 22.4 17.4 6.4 
LAPCENY 3.4 2.5 4.7 3.5 2.4 3.6 0.9 
AUTO 11-iEFT 2.3 1.8 0.6 0.8 1.0 1 .. 8 
ARs:N 3.4 1.9 3.5 0.6 3.6 2.8 
FD38ERY 63.6 56.1 55.0 54.4 50.4 35.4 54. I 
EUG...ARY 10.2 19.7 11.7 8.S 6.4 5.1 9.2 
RAPE 1.1 5.1 6.4 6.4 3.2 3.1 5.5 
POSSIBLE FELCNY 0.6 2.9 2.3 1.6 10.8 5.5 
OlliER 11.4 6.4 7.0 15.2 12.8 20.0 13.8 
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I • HOMICIDE QUESTIONNAIRE . 1979 TO 1985 . 

I ARGUMENT-RElATED HOMICIDE 
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1979 19aO 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 

PEFCENTK:£ OVER/EIE1WEEN: 

I wr::t£'f 17.1 13.9 18.4 20.1 15.8 15.3 19.2 
rAl !Ii( I N3 14.3 13.4 6.0 6.1 5.9 10.2 7.7 
L..OVERS 21.9 13.9 17.9 11.6 15.1 17.4 20.7 

I HETEROSEXI.JAL LOVERS 9.5 3.2 3.0 6.7 5.3 4.6 9.2 
t-OvOSEXIJAl.. LOVERS 5.7 2.1 4.0 1.2 3.9 3.1 3.8 
A LOVERS TR I M\G..E 6.7 8.S 10.9 3.7 5.9 9.7 7.7 

DRIVIt-G 3.8 2.7 1.5 0.6 2.0 0.8 

I 
OTHER 23.8 27.3 28.4 33.5 22.4 25.0 26.9 
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HOMICIDE QUESTIO~~NAIRE : 1979 TO 1985 
SETTlf'N OF HOMICIDE 

~,--------------------------------------------------------. 

1979 1900 1961 1'362 1'383 1964 1985 

IZZI HOME: ~ NAl1..IRAL HABrrAT 

SEn" 1 N3 OF I-Od Ie ICE 

1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 

PEFCENT AGE cc:x::LRR I N3 AT II N: 

I-Q.IE 35.6 33.2 35.4 -«J.6 33.7 42.1 41.2 
'fORK 3.1 3.7 4.8 2.8 3.0 4.1 3.3 
PL8LIC BUILOIN3 4.3 7.8 4.9 3.4 5.9 2.8 4.9 
BAR 8.8 7.0 7.9 4.6 5.2 5.9 4.0 
STREET 2:3.6 22.6 18.6 19.9 21.0 19.2 2:3.0 
NATl.RAL HIlBITAT (FIELD, RIVER, ETC.) 7.7 S.7 10.7 9.6 11.4 10.5 10.1 
MJTOR VEH I CLE 4.8 4.5 8.4 7.0 4.2 5.0 7.3 
On£R 7.4 10.0 8.2 11.4 14.1 9.8 5.6 
LN<ro.'N 4.6 2.5 1.2 0.8 1.5 0.4 0.7 
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HOMICIDE . QUESTIO~JNAIRE : 1979 TO 1985 
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HOMICIDE QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
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HOMICIDE' QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
SITnNG ; 'ASSOCIATED CRIME' HOMICIDE 
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HOMICIDE· QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
TlPE OF WE:APON USED 100,---------------------------------------------------------. 
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l'iJ79 1'380 l'iJ61 1962 1'364 

~ BLUNT OBJECT 

TYPE ex 'fEAF'O\I USED 

1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 

PERC:::ENT AGE OF 1-CM I C I DES INVtLVlfIG Tl£ USE ex A: 

G..N 69.2 12.5 76.1 78.1 70.4 77.7 71.6 
FIREAR.1 4.8 7.7 8.5 7.1 8.4 13.1 10.1 
HAN:G.N 48.7 49.5 51.3 58.4 50.2 53.7 46.7 
RIFLE 4.0 2.1 2.6 1.8 2.5 2.4 1.9 
SI-OTG.N 4.6 5.9 3.3 3.6 3.4 3.3 3.5 
ALJTO.1A TIC WEAPCN 7.1 7.1 10.3 7.2 5.4 5.2 9.4 
OTHER aN 0.2 0.5 

KN I FE OR a..rrT I rG I NS'T'R..MENT 13.4 13.4 12.1 8.9 11.8 8.7 10.8 
8l.J..NT CSJECT 5.7 5.2 4.1 6.4 6.9 5.2 7.3 
AU. OTHER WEAPCNS 11.7 8.9 7.7 6.6 10.7 8.3 10.3 

PERs:::NAL WEAPCN 2.3 1.1 0.7 1.2 0.7 1.4 
POISCN 
EXPLOSIVES 0.2 0.2 
ARSCN 0.6 0.2 1.1 0.2 0.7 1.1 1.2 
NARCOT I CS AN) Cf!U.3S 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 1.3 1.4 
STRMG.l.A T ICN 2.6 3.2 2.0 3.0 3.4 1.7 1.4 
ASPHYX I AT I CN 0.9 0.7 1.0 0.6 1.0 1.3 0.7 
OTHER 5.4 3.4 2.6 2.4 4.2 2.2 4.0 
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HOMICIDE· QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
WEAPON ; CRUG-REL4.TED HOMICIDE 
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HOMICIDE . QUESTION~JAIRE : 1979 TO 1985 
WEAPON; DOMESTIC (BLOOD) HOMIClDE 

OO~----------------'--------~--------------------' 
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HOMICIDE QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
WEAPON ; DOMES11C (OTl-IER) HOMIClDE 

oo~----------------------------------------------, 
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HOMICIDE' QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
WE.APON ; 'ASSOCIATED CRIME' HOMICIDE 

oo~----------------------------------------------~ 
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t222a 6LUNT OBJ ECT 

HOMICIDE QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
WEAPON • ARGUMENT-RELATED HOMIOOE 

w~----------------------------------------------~ 
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HOMICIDE' QUESTIONN,AJRE 1979 TO 1985 
C\o.USE OF DEATH 

l00,-----------------------------------------------------~ 

70 
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'2.0 
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1979 1980 1981 198'2. 1983 1964 1985 

CAUSE OF CEAlH 

1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 

PEFO::NTAGE BY: 

C3..NSHJT YO..N) 69.3 71.5 76.1 78.1 70.7 77.7 71.0 
STA88lfIG 12.5 13.9 11.5 8.9 11.1 a.a 10.5 
BEAT 1 N:3 9.1 5.5 4.3 6.S 7.1 5.5 9.1 
STRAl'G...UI T 10'l 3.1 4.1 3.0 3.4 4.7 2.0 2.3 
Oi I LD ABUSE O.S 0.4 0.2 0.4 1.0 0.9 0.7 
DRCl'ININ:3 0.3 0.5 1.1 0.8 0.5 0.9 0.7 
FIRE 0.9 0.4 1.0 0.2 0.7 1.1 1.2 
VEHla..E O.S 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.2 
01l-iER 3.7 3.6 2.8 1.6 3.9 2.7 4.2 
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HOMICIDE: QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
GUNSHOT WOUND; B'T' RACE .AND ETHNICITI 
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HOMICIDE' QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1 985 
UNIDENTIFIED VICTIMS AND OFfENDERS 

~.---------------------------------------------~ 
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HOMICIDE' QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
UNIDENTI flED ; DRUG-RELATED HOMICIDE 

~~------------------------------------------------, 

197'3 1900 1961 1962 1963 19M 1965 

HOMICIDE' QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
UNDENTIFlED ; 'ASSOC CRIME' HOMICIDe: 

OO~------------------------------------------------, 
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SEX a: l1-E VICTIM 

MALE 
FEMALE 

1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 

81.8 81.7 83.7 84.4 81.1 82.0 SO.8 
18.2 18.3 16.3 15.6 18.9 18.0 19.2 

HOMICIDE· QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
MALES; OOMEST1C (BLOOD) HOMICIOe: 

oo~--------------------------------------------------~ 
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IZZJ VICTIMS 
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89.5 89.2 93.2 91.5 SO.2 SO.l 89.3 
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HOMICIDE' QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
MALf:S ; OOMES11C (0111ER) HOMICIDe: 
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HOMICIDE QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
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I HOMICIDE' QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 

RACE/ETIiNICITl' : DOM(BLOOD) HOMICIDE 
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HOMICIDE: QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
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HOMICIDE' QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
AACE AND ETHNICrrr Of OfF"ENDERS 
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HOMICIDE' QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 

RACE/E:THNICITT' : DOM(BLOOD) HOMICIDE 
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I HOMICIDE · QUESTIONNAIRE · 1979 TO 1985 · · 

RACE/ETHNICITl' ;'ASSOC CRIME' HOMICIDE 
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HOMICIDE' QUESTIONNAIRE 1979 TO 1985 
VICTIMS Err' AGE GROUP 

~~----------------------------------------------------~ 

VICT IMS BY N5E. GFCl.IP 

1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 19&4 1985 

~N5E.: 

a TO 5 YEARS 0.9 1.3 0.5 0.8 1.5 1.8 1.0 
el TO 17 YEARS 4.6 4.0 4.4 3.6 4.5 2.5 3.4 
18 TO 24 YEARS 21.2 22.1 20.2 18.7 18.6 12.7 16.2 
25 TO ~ VEf.RS 29.8 28.3 32.4 31.9 31.4 37.9 31.9 
35 10 49 YEARS 25.S 25.5 28.0 30.8 27.G 29.7 32.7 
50 TO 64 YEARS 11. 1 13.0 10.7 9.9 9.4 10.9 11.3 
OVER 65 YEARS 6.5 5.8 3.7 4.6 7.2 4.5 3.4 
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HOMICIDE· QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
VICTIMS' AGE; CRUG-RELAlCD HOMICIDE 

oo~----------------------------------------------~ 
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HOMICIDE· QUESTIONNAIHE : 1979 TO 1985 
VICTIMS' AGE; DOM(6LOOO) HOMICIDE 

~~-----------------==---------------------------~ 
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HOMICIDE· QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
VtcrllAS' AGf: : COM(0111ER) HOMlClOE: 
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HOMICIDE· QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
VJC11MS' AGE; 'ASSOC ~IME' HOMICIDES 

~~----------------------------------------------~ 
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HOMICIDE: QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
VJC11MS' AGE:: ARGUMENT-RElATED HOMIODf: 

~r-------------------------------------------------, 
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HOMICIDE· QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
OffENDERS 6'l' AGE GROUP 

oo.-----------------------------------------------------~ 

IZZJ 18-2.4 'lR5 

OTO 5 YEARS 
6 TO 17 YEARS 
18 TO 2., YEARS 
25 ltl 34 YEARS 
35 ltl 49 YEARS 
50 TO 64 YEARS 
OVER 65 YEARS 

1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 

6.S 
29.5 
34.9 
17.8 
10.0 

1.2 
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0.6 
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HOMICIDE: QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
OfFENDERS' AGE; DOM(6LOOD) HOMIClClE 

OO,-------------------------~--~------------------~ 

1'37'3 1'360 1'381 1982 1'383 1'384 1965 

IZ:Zl 16-24 'lR'S 

HOMICIDE· QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
Of"f'ENDER'S AGE ; DOM(01liER) HOMICIDE 

OO~------------------------~--~------------------~ 

1 '37'3 1 '360 

IZ:Zl 18-24 'TRS 

1'361 1'382 

'(EARS Of AGE 
!SSJ 2.5 -~·4 'lR'S 
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HOMICIDE: QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
OFFt:NDERS' AGE; 'AS50C CRIME' HOMICIDE 

oo~----------------------------------------------~ 

20 

1~ 
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197'3 1960 

16-2.4 'T'RS 

1961 1982 

'rEARS OF AGE: 
lSS1 25 -34 'T'RS 

1983 19M 1980 

HOMICIDE: QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 

197'3 1960 

OFFENDERS' AGE : ARG-R~TED HO...uClOe: 

1961 1982 

'rEARS Of' AGE 
lSS1 25-341R5 
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HOMICIDE' QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
VICTlM-OFFENI)ER RELATIO~5HIP 

oo~--------------------------------------------~-------, 
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1'379 1900 1961 1962 19~ 1'384 19~ 

lZZI REIA"Tm [SSJ FRIEND/ACQ. ~ NOT ACQU6.INTEO 

V leT 1M'S RElAT 1O'&t I P 10 TI-E OFFEJIOER 

1979 1 sao 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 

PERCENTAGE: 

RELATCD 11.0 7.4 9.1 6.9 a.9 13.1 9.9 
!\EIGOOR 2.3 0.9 2.0 1.0 0.7 1.5 3.0 
FE1..l..CW \\ORKER 1.4 0.5 0.6 1.7 0 .. 9 1.2 
ElVPLOYER I EM'LOYEE 0.3 0.5 0.3 0.4 1.0 1.1 0.7 
FR I ENJI K:IJJA I NTNCE 27.5 28.2 29.4 36.4 38.9 32.5 31.9 
CR I WE; P AR'flIER 7.2 3.4 4.1 4.1 2.7 3.5 5.9 
I'CT fJaJ.JA I NTEO 23.7 24.5 17.4 18.5 15.6 16.8 13.3 
L.N<N:::1M\I 28.0 33.6 37.1 32.1 32.4 30.5 34.1 
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HOMICIDE: QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
RELAllONSHIP : OR\..G-RELATED HOMICIDE 
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HOMICIDE· QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
RflA110NSHIP ; 'ASs:lC CRIME' HOM lODE 

oo~----------------------------------------------~ 

40 

10 

197'3 1960 1981 1982. 1983 1984 1985 

RElATED [2222 NOT AC~IN1m 

HOMICIDE· QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
RELATlONSHP : ARGo-RELATED HOMIClOE 

oo~----------------------------------------------~ 
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HOMICIDE· QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
D~;;REE OF VlcnM INVOLVEMENT 

70~-------------------------------------------------. 

1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1965 

NONE ISS! PAf'mClPATED f.222a PREClPrTATEO 

HOMICIDE· QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
INVOLVEMENT; DRUG-RElATED HOMICIOE 

l00~------------------------------------------------~ 
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70 
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10 

197'3 1980 1961 1982 1963 1984 1985 

~ NONE ISSJ PARTICIPATED I22Z3 Pf'lt"ClPrTAlEO 
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HOMICIDE QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
INIOLVEMENT : OOM(BLOOD) HOMICIDE 

OO~------------------------~--------------------~ 

1979 1900 1961 1962. 1963 1964 193:S 

NONE ISSI PAFmClPATED ~ PR~IPITAn::O 

HOMICIDE QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
INVOLVEMENT: OOM(01l1ER) HOMICIDE 

90~----------------------------------------------~ 
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1979 1980 1961 1962. 1963 1984 193:S 

IZZJ NONE ISS! PAFmClPATEO 
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HOMICIDE' QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
INlOLVEMENr; 'ASSOC CRIME' HOMICIDE 00.-------------------------------------------------. 

1~79 1900 1981 1982 1983 1964 1985 

ISS! PAm1C!PATEO 

HOMICIDE : QUESTION~·~AIRE : 1979 TO 1985 
lN10LVEMENT ; ARGUMENT-RELATED HOMICIDE 00.-------------------------------·------------------, 

80 

70 

2.0 

10 

1979 1900 1981 1982. 1963 1984 

!ZZI NONE ISS! PARTlClPATEO ~ PRECIPIT"ATEO 
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HOMICIDE' QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
NO INVOLVEMENT; 6'T' SEX 

~.-----------------------------------------------~ 

1975 1980 1961 196Z 1983 1984 1965 

!ZZI MALE 

HOMICIDE: QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
NO INVOLVEMENT; 6'T' RACE AND ETl1NlCrrI' 

~.-----------------------------------------------~ 

1975 1980 1961 196Z 1983 1984 1965 

~ BlACK ISSJ HISPANIC f222A WHm: 
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I , HOMICIDE· QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
VlC'TMS' PRIOR ARREST HISTOR'T' 

oo.---------------------------------------------~ 

I 
I en 

::;: 
§ 
5 

I -' 
~ 
I.L. 
0 

I 
I-
Z 
UJ 
0 
It: 
UJ 
a. 

J 
J 

1 '37'9 1960 1'361 1962 1983 19M 19as , e:zJ DADE CO. ISSI U.s. 

I HOMICIDE· QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
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HOMICIDE: QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
ARREST HISTORi ; ClOM(6LOOCl) HOMICIDE 

1979 1900 1981 196Z 1983 1964 1985 

tzzl DADE CO. [SSI U.s. 

HOMICIDE: QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
.ARREST HISrORi ; OOM(OTHER) HOMIClOI!: 

1979 1900 1961 196Z 1983 1964 1985 

tzzl DADE CO. [SS] U.S. ~ ORtN-RELATED 
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I 
I HOMICIDE: QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 

ARREST HlSTOFn' ; 'ASs::lC CRIME' HOMICIDE 
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I, HOMICIDE: QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
.ARREST HlST'OFn' ; ARG-RElATED HOMICIDE 
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HOMICIDE· QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
OFFENDERS' PRIOR ARREST HISTOR'T' 

ro~----------------------------------------------~ 

1'379 1'300 1'381 1'382 1983 1'384 1985 

tzzJ DADE CO. [SSI U.s. ~ DRU3-RElATED 

HOMICIDE: QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
ARREST HISTOR'T' : DRUG-RELATED HOMICIDE 

~~-------------------------------------------------~ 

1'379 1900 1981 1'382 1983 1'384 1985 

tzzJ DADE CO. ISS! U.s. ~ DRl.G-RElATED 

-102-

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I , 
I 
I, 
I 
I 
I 
,I. 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



I' 
'I HOMICIDE: QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 

AmEST HISTORY; DOM(6LOOD) HOMICIDE 
~.-----------------------~--~------------------~ 
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HOMICIDE: QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
ARREST HISTORY : 'ASSOC CRIME' HOMICIDE 

1'379 1980 1961 1982 1983 1984 1985 

tzZJ DADE CO. ISS! U.s. 

HOMICIDE: QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
.4ftREST HISTORY; ARG-RElATED HOMICIDE 

~~---------------------------------------------------------------~ 

1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1'384 1985 

lZZJ DADE CO. ISS! U.S. ~ DRlN-RElATED 
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HOMICIDE QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
EVIDENCE OF DRUG/ALCOHOL VSE 

~~----------------------------------------------~ 
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1~79 l~eo 1~61 1962 1983 I~M 1985 

IZZJ VICTIMS ISSl OI"l'tNDER5 

HOMICIDE: QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
ORI.X3/ALCOHOL : DRUG-RELATED HOMICIDE 

OO~----------------------------------------------~ 
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HOMICIDE· QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
DRUG/ALCOHOL; DOM(BLOOD) HOMICIDE 

~.---------------------------~--------------------. 
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tz:zl VICTIMS 

HOMICIDE . QUESTIONNAIRE : 1979 TO 1985 
~G/ALCOHOL ; OOM(OTliER) HOM lODE 

ro.-----------~~~~~~~--~------------------~ 

IZZJ VICTIMS 
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HOMICIDE: QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
DRUG/ALCOHOL; 'ASSOC CRIME' HOMICIDE 

OO~----------------------------------------------~ 

1'379 1'360 1'381 1'382 1'363 1'384 1985 

IZ2l VlCTlMS 

HOMICIDE QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
~UG/ALCOHOL : ,ARG-RElATED HOMICIDE 

ro~----------------------------------------------------; 

1 '37'3 1'380 1'381 1'382 1'363 1'384 1985 

!SSl OffENDERS 
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HOMICIDE· QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
VICTIMS' IMMIGRAnON 5rATUS 

eo 
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UJ 
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197'3 1980 1961 1962 19~ 1984- 1985 

[J NA~ U.S. 01- PRf:-MMlEl. CUBAN 0 MARIEl. 

VICTIMS' IfJMIGRATIQ\l STArus 

1979 1900 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 

STAnJS LN<l'OJIt.I (%> 19.9 lS.S 18.2 22.3 21.9 23.2 17.9 

PEFD::NT.4GE \4Io£RE STA rus 'S J<N:1I\N: 

NATIVE U.S. 75.9 72.B sa.O 58.1 61.3 53.9 58.2 
NA~IZED U.S. 4.7 3.6 6.8 7.4 8.0 3.2 5.7 
PflE-MAR' EL a..ElAN 11.5 9.6 11.0 7.4 6.1 7.2 6.5 
MAR' EL o..sAN 8.7 19.2 18.8 18.3 27.0 16.4 
HA IT' AN LEGAL. 1.1 0.4 1.2 La 1.0 1.4 0.6 
LEGAL. AL I EN 2.9 3.1 5.2 8.1 6.4 5.5 11.3 
ILLEGAL AL I EN 4.0 1.8 1.7 1.3 1.0 1.7 1.2 
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HOMICIDE QUESTIONNAIRE' 1979 TO 1985 
11.11.1. srATVS : DRUG-RELATED HOMIODE 

oo~----------------------------------------------------~ 
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NAilVE U.S. MAR1EL 
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HOMICIDE . QUESTIONNAIRE . 1979 TO . 
OFFENDERS' IMMIGRATION STATUS 
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HOMICIDE' QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 1985 
VICTIMS' PlACE OF 61R111 
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[J So flORIDA + O1l1ER USA 

VICTIMS' PUCE OF BIRTH 

1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 

BIRTHPLACE l..N<J'O\4N (%) 36.6 30.2 24.7 23.4 20.0 17.7 19.8 

PER::l:NT.AG:: 'If-£RE B I R11-PtJCE IS 1<JI;t'1t,N: 

SOUTH FlOR lOA 38.6 38.3 24.7 21.5 24.8 19.4 24.9 
U.S.A. (EXC..1.D I NGl fIU!RTO RICO) 23.2 19.4 '<4.8 20.0 21.1 19.1 '8.7 
?LERTO R I CO 3.2 2.8 2.2 2.8 0.9 2.4 2.1 
ClSA 20.5 28.5 42.4 39.2 38.1 44.7 37.2 
COLOv'BIA 6.8 8.7 8.7 6.2 4.6 3.2 4.9 
HAITI 1.8 1.0 2.0 1.5 1.5 1.9 1.2 
JM1A I CA OR OTH::R WEST IN) 1 AN cx::lNTRY 4.5 2.6 2.2 3.3 4.0 4.6' 5.5 
OTI-IER LA TIN .4MER I CAN <D.NrRY 0.4 1.6 1.8 2.6 3.1 4.3 3.7 
OTHER 0.9 1.0 1.1 2.8 1.9 0.3 1.5 
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HOMICIDE' QUESTIONNAIRE: 1979 TO 
OFFENDERS' PLACE OF BIFm1 
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1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 

RN:E AN) ElH\IIC I TV 

PEFCENT OF JO.1ICIDES If'M:ll.VII'G Bt..4CK/HISPANIClWHlTE OFFEi'()ERS: 

BLACKS MJRDER BLACKS 
HISPANICS MJROER HISPANICS 
WHITES MURDER WHITES 

IMVlIGRATIO'I STATUS (YR-ERE ~) 

84.5 79.9 86.1 80.0 82.9 83.9 83.5 
84.7 82.2 86.3 86.8 87.8 87.7 88.5 
76.5 65.5 65.2 76.9 79.6 81.6 73.5 

PERCENT OF 1-0\11 C I DES 1 r-Na.... V I N3 ' NAT I VE Nv£R I CAN' IPRE-MAR I EL C1.BAN1MAR I EL a.EAN 
OFFEN:ERS: 

'NAT I VE /!MER I CANS' MURDER 
'NATIVE /!MER ICANS' 

PRE~RIEL CUBANS MURDER 
PRE-MAR I EL CUBANS 

MAR I EL CUBANS MJRDER 
MAR I EL CUBANS 

PLACE OF BIRTH (Wf-ERE 1<NJhIN) 

92.3 94.2 SO.1 92.8 93.2 89.2 89.0 

75.0 47.8 73.9 68.8 63.6 66.7 55.6 

64.3 67.6 65.2 76.4 67.4 66.7 

PEFCENT OF I-OJIICIDES IN\O...Vlf\G s::uTH FlORIDIJ1N/'OTI-ER .tIMER I CAN , lo..EAN 
OFF"ENERS: 

SOUTH FLORIDIANS MURDER 74.6 77.0 72.4 66.7 81.0 68.8 73.9 
SOUTH FLOR I D I ANS 

'OTHER /!MER I CANS' MJRDER 55.3 54.3 37.8 56.8 65.1 68.3 48.9 
'OTHER /!MERICANS' 

a..EANS MJRiJER CUBANS 75.0 80.0 85.5 87.9 85.7 79.2 80.0 

SEX 

PERCENT OF HCM I C I DES I NVOLV I i'G Mt\LE/FrMALE OFFENJERS: 

MALES IVURDER MALES 79.8 80.3 82.5 84.3 82.4 80.3 77.1 
FEMALES MURDER FEMALES 17.9 2.3 13.8 19.4 33.3 25.0 13.3 

PRIOR DACE CD.MY CRIMINAL RECORD 

PERCENT or- I-OJII C I DES I NVOL V I i'G AN OFFENDER WITH A PR lOR DADE c:x::x..NrY RECXlAD: 

CRIMINALS MURDER CRIMINALS 45.9 38.6 39.5 43.1 52.6 44.8 58.7 
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iv. DEFINITIONS 

CLASS OF HOMICIDE - Each homicide was classified according to one of ten 

classes. The five primary classes are: 

DRUG-RELATED: any activity related to the possession or sale 

of drugs, including drug ripoffs and informant hits. Homicides 

in which the victim or offender was under the influence of 

drugs or which began as another crime, the proceeds of which 

were to be used to support a drug habit, are not included. 

DOMESTIC (BLOOD): a homicide in which the victim and offender 

are related by blood or marriage. 

DOMESTIC (OTHER): a homicide in which the victim and offender 

are sharing a residence in some form of permanent living 

arrangement, but who are not related by blood or marriage. 

"ASSOCIATED CRIME": a homicide which occurred during the 

commission of another crime such as rape, robbery or burglary, 

where the original intent of the offender was not to kill 

the victim but to commit some other offense. 

ARGUMENT: a homicide arising from a non drug-related or non

domestic argument. 
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SEX: Where the sex of the victim or offender was unknown, 

it was classed as "Unknown" but included in the tables on sex. 

RACE AND ETHNICITY: victims and offenders were classified as 

black (non-hispanic), white (non-hispanic) and hispanic. A 

fourth classification, "other", has not been included in the 

graphs. 

DEGREE OF VICTIM INVOLVEMENT: Victims were characterized as having 

had no participation in the events leading to their deaths (NONE), 

PARTICIPATED in the events leading to the incident, such as having 

been the offender in an "associated crime" homicide or having had 

an argument with an offender, or clearly PRECIPITATED the incident 

by being the first to show or use deadly force. 

PRIOR ARREST HISTORY: The proportion of victims and offenders with 

prior Dade County, U.S. or drug-related arrest histories is shown 

in the gra.phs. 

EVIDENCE OF DRUG OR ALCOHOL USE: Using the toxicology report from 

the Dade County Medical Examiner Department, the proportion of 

victims who had drugs and/or alcohol in their system was 

determined. Only more limited information from the police files 

on drug/alcohol use was available for offenders. 
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v. SOURCES 

All graphs and tables are based on data from the C.A.R.E. Project 

Homicide Questionnaire except "Total Number of Incidents in Dade 

County", which is based on information in Crime In Florida: Annual 

Report, 1979 through 1985, Florida Department of Law Enforcement, 

Tallahassee, Florida. 
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VI. RAPE 

i. UNIFORM CRIME REPORT VS RAPE TREATMENT CENTER 

Compared to the Uniform Crime Report, data collected by the Rape 

Treatment Center (RTC) provide a different and more detailed picture of 

rape in Dade County. In 1979 the number of rapes reported to the Rape 

Treatment Center -- 1,054 -- was approximately 24% higher than that 

reported to the UCR. In 1980 the difference approached 18%; for the 

period 1981 to 1983, the number of rapes reported to the Center was 

consistently, although not remarkably, higher than the number reported 

to the UCR. However, in 1984, 33% more rapes were reported to the Rape 

Treatment Center; by 1985, the disparity widened to 45%. 

These differences arise for two re~sons. First, not all rapes reported 

to the police are seen at the Rape Treatment Center and RTC patients are 

not required to report the offense to the police. Secondly, the Uniform 

Crime Report defines rape as the carnal knowledge of a female, forcibly 

and against her will, and excludes statutory rape. The RTC collects 

data on all rapes, whether of males or females, regardless of age. 

These two factors lead to the UCR and RTC data bases reflecting very 

different levels of rape in the community. 

The Rape Treatment Center data on the number of male rape victims show 

that approximately 3% of adult rape victims were males over the period 

1981 to 1985, while the number of reported rapes involving male 

-129~ 



juveniles, which ranged from 10% to 17% for 1981 through 1984, remained 

at 17% for 1985. 

As we noted in our first report, when examined from the perspective of 

juvenile vs adult rapes, markedly different profiles of rape emerge. 

The sharp increase in the number of reported juvenile rapes between 1981 

and 1984 continued for 1985, increasing from 675 to 800. After falling 

from a high of 857 in 1981 to 568 in 1984, the number of adult rapes 

remained relatively constant (587) in 1985. As pointed out in our first 

report, the large increase in the number of reported juvenile rapes does 

not necessarily reflect a dramatic increase in actual incidents of 

juvenile rape in the community. The publicity given to child abuse over 

recent years may be partly responsible for the increase in reported 

juvenile rape because of the greater awareness of the problem and a 

willingness to report it. 

ii . ADULT RAPE 

An examination of the age distribution of adult victims reflects a 

continuation of the pattern for the 1981-84 period into 1985. The data 

indicate that the incidence of rape decreases as the victim's age 

increases, with approximately half of the adult victims being between 

the ages of 17-24 and another third being between the ages of 25-34. 

The percentage of victims 65 and older, which has ranged from a low of 

1.6% to a high of 3.3% between 1981 and 1984, was under 1% for 1985. 
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For 1985, no notable differences were found in the pattern of rape among 

the different racial and ethnic groups in Dade county. Compared to 

their percentage of the population in Dade County, non-hispanic Blacks 

were consistently over-represented as victims in the Rape Treatment 

Center statistics, while non-hispanic Whites and Hispanics were 

consistently under-represented. Reporting in the category of non

hispanic whites was about equal to that sub-group's proportion of the 

overall population in Dade County. Non-hispanic Black victims accounted 

for between 42% and 48% of the total number of victims, while non

hispanic Whites accounted for between 39% and 48%. 

The race of the attacker also remained consistent with non-hispanic 

Blacks being offenders in between 51% and 58% of the attacks and 

non-hispanic Whites and Hispanics each being responsible for between 17% 

and 28% of the rapes over the years. In most cases, the adult rape 

victim was attacked by an individual unknown to him or her. The pro

portion of unknown attackers, which steadily decreased from 1981 to 1984 

(67.9% to 56.5%), fell again slightly in 1985 to just under 56%. 

The data on the place of attack in 1985 followed the pattern found for 

1981 to 1984, although the number of rapes occurring at a residence 

other than the victim's increased to its highest level, to approximately 

34%, while rapes occurring in the victim's home decreased. 

In 1985, the time of attack for rapes of adults continued to reflect the 

consistent pattern found for the period of 1981 to 1984. By far the 

largest percentage of adult rapes (40% to 50%) occurred during the 
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period of midnight to 6:00 a.m., closely followed by the period of 7:00 

p.m. to midnight, which accounted for 27% to 31% of the cases. 

The Rape Treatment Center also details what additional physical trauma 

the rape victim suffered during the attack. The data are recorded in 

such a way as to allow a comparison between those victims who resisted 

their attacker and those who did not. For those victims offering no 

resistance, the percentage of rapes involving additional physical 

trauma, which had decreased markedly from 31.2% in 1979-81 to 11.6% in 

1984, increased only slightly in 1985 (to approximately 12%). The 

percentage of adult victims who resisted their attacker decreased 

slightly (to approximately 29% from a high of 32.1% in 1984), reversing 

~ steadily increasing trend. 
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iii. JUVENILE RAPE 

; 
'i I ;;; 

~ 
~ 

The significant increase in the number of reported juvenile rapes from 

" I :i 
~ 
~ 

" 

1981 to 1984 noted in our previous report continued in 1985. In 1981, 

i 
;, 337 juvenile rapes were reported to the Rape Treatment Center, while in 

* I' ~ 
if, 

~ 
~ 

1985 the figure was 800, reflecting a 137% increase in the number of 

~ 

I l' 

~ 

reported juvenile rapes. 

~ 

~ I {, Examination of the age distribution of juvenile rape victims reflects a 

continuing increase in the number of rapes involving children 0-5 years 

I of age, with 1985 reflecting a slight increase over the marked increase 

I 
noted in 1984. The number of incidents involving 6-8 year olds and 9-11 

year olds remained relatively consistent, while the percentage of rapes 

I involving juveniles age 12-16 continued to decline. 

I An analysis of the race, and ethnicity of juvenile victims reflected an 

I 
over-representation of non-hispanic Blacks relative to their percentage 

of the population, while non-hispanic Whites, and Hispanics were under-

I represented relative to their percentage of the population. For 1985, 

the number of non-hispanic White victims decreased from 34.4% to 26.2%, 

I while Hispanic victims increased to the highest level over the entire 

period (20.2%). 

I 
I 

Data regarding the race of the attacker in incidents of juvenile rape 

continued to reflect a similar racial breakdown to that found for the 

I period 1981 to 1984, although the percentage of non-hispanic Black 

attackers decreased slightly as did the percentage of Hispanic 
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attackers, while the percentage of non-hispanic White attackers 

increased slightly (1~.8% to 20.5%). 

For 1985, the decrease in the number of juvenile rapes involving 

attackers unknown to the victim continued to reflect the decrease noted 

for the 1981-84 period. This pattern differed somewhat when examined 

from the perspective of race and ethnicity. Although the percentage of 

rapes involving non-hispanic Black victims who did not know their 

attacker decreased between 1984 and 1985, slight increases were noted 

for non-hispanic Whites and Hispanics. 

When the method of attack on juveniles was examined, according to the 

same criteria discussed in the section on adult rapes, we found that the 

percentage of attacks involving a threat continued a steady decline, 

falling from a high of 46% in 1981 to a low of 23.6% in 1985. Those 

involving the use of a knife or gun also continued to decrease, while 

the use of other weapons remain relatively constant. 

The 1985 data on the place of attack in juvenile rape cases reflect an 

almost identical pattern to that found for 1984, with 48% of the cases 

occurring in residences other than that of the victim's, while just over 

35% occurred in the victim's home. 

The pattern for time of attack in juvenile cases for 1985, analyzed 

according to the same six hour block identified in the discussion of 

adult rape, revealed slight differences over that found for 1984, with 
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the time period of 7:00 a.m. to 12:00 a.m. slightly surpassing the 1:00 

to 6:00 P.M. time period as the most likely time of attack. 

The percentage of juvenile rape victims experiencing additional physical 

trfu~a continued to be considerably lower than that for adult rape 

victims. For those juvenile victims who offered no resistance, only 

2.3% received additional physical trauma, while 3.4% of the victims who 

resisted received or suffered additional trauma. 
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RAPE TOTAL INCIDENTS: 1979 TO 1985 
R.6PE TREATMENT em \/lS UNIFORM CRIME RPT 

1.8 ...,.-----------------------------, 

1.7 

1.6 

1.5 

1.4 

1.3 

1.2 

1.1 

0.9 

0.8 

0.7 

0.6 

0.5 

0.4-

0.3 

0.2, 

0.1 

lA24 

O~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~~~~~~ 

1'379 1900 1981 1982 19~ 1984 1985 

RAPE TREA1MENT em UNIFORM CRIME RPT 
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RAPE TREA T~I ENT CENTER : 1981 TO 1985 
MA.LE: Vl<::T1MS OF RAPE: 

18~----------------------------------'----------------~ 

17 

15 
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I~ 
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1961 1962 1984 1985 

IZZl Jl.NfNLf: MALES ISSJ ADULT MALES 

RAPE TREATMENT CENTER: 1981 TO 1985 
NUMBER OF JUVENILE: AND ACULT R.APES 

0.9 857 

1981 1982. 19ro 1984 1985 

IZZl Jl.NE:Nl LE: ISSJ ADULT 
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RAPE TREATMENT CENTER: 1981 TO 1985 
mULT VIC1lMS B"T' AGE GROUP 

oo~----------------------------------------~ 

1961 1962 1963 

YEARS OF AGE 
t2Z2a ;)5-49 
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RAPE TREATMENT CENTER: 1981 TO 1985 
AACE.AND ETIiNICm' OF .ADULT VICilMS 

oo,-----------------------------------------------~ 

1961 1962 1984 1965 

IZZI BLACK ISS] WHITE tz?2a HISPANIC 

RACE AN:) ETrN Ie I TV CF .AOU. T V ICT IMS 

1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 

PEFCENT Al.:IE : 

BL.N:K 42.7 42.3 48.0 45.5 46.0 
~RICAN 41.8 41.0 46.4 44.4 44.5 
HAITIAN 0.9 1.3 1.6 1.1 1.5 

'MotiTE 47.5 48.4 39.4 41.9 42.1 
HISfiANIC 9.7 10.6 12.4 12.5 10.9 

WHITE 9.7 10.6 11.4 12. 1 10.6 
8L.AO< 1.0 0.4 0.3 

OTHER 0.6 0.2 0.2 0.9 
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I 
R,6"P E TR EA T~/l ENT CE~ITER : 1 9 81 TO -1985 

I R4.CE/E:T11NICITl' OF ATTA':::Krn5 OF AGULTS 

I en .... 
...J 
~ 

I 
0 « 
lL. 
0 
en 
a: 
UJ 

I 
~ 

~ 
~ 
lL. 

I 
0 
.... z 
UJ 
Q 
a: 
UJ 

I 
a. 

I 1981 1932 1983 1984 19&i 

I ~ BLACK [SSJ WHfTE !22Zl HISPAAHC 

I 
RAC::E AN,') E"T'H'! I CITY CF A TT.aa<ERS CF .AO..L TS 

I 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 

I PER:ENTAGE : 

BlACK 55.4 5O.S 56.7 58.0 57.S 

I 
M1ERICAN 54.5 49.6 55.2 57.6 57.6 
HAITIAN O.S 1.0 1.5 0.4 0.2 

'M-IITE 20.8 17.3 17.1 17.8 17.7 
HISPANIC 18.3 28.0 22.0 18.6 17.6 

I WHITE 15.5 25.5 18.S 16.7 17.4 
BL...oO< 2.8 2.5 3.1 1.9 0.2 

OTI-lER 4.1 3.0 2.2 1.4 2.4 

I 
L.N<l\CWN 1.4 1.1 2.0 4.2 4.6 

I 
I 
I 
I 
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RAPE TREATMENT CENTER: 1981 TO 1985 
PDULT VICTIM/ATTACKER RELATIONSHIP 

oo~------------------------------------------------, 

1981 1982 1983 1'384 19&) 

IZZl KNOIM'I 

RAPE TREATMENT CENTER: 1981 TO 1985 
TIME or ATTACK ON ADULT VICTIMS 

ro~----------------------------------------------~ 

1981 1'382 1983 1'384 19&) 

(ZZ] I-SAM [SSl 7AM-I2PM !22Zl 1 - 5PM &§S] 7PM-l 2A.M 
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RAPE TREATMENT CENTER: 1981 TO 1985 
PlACE OF ArrACK ON ADULT VICTIMS 

!ZZl YlCTIM'S RES ~ OVTSIDE 

Pl..4CE CF ATT.ACK CN ACU. TS 

1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 

PERC:8'lT AGE c:x::::a..J1R II'G AT II N: 

VICTIM'S I-OJSE 22.S 23.3 26.5 27.4 23.1 
Oll-Efl RES IIE'CE ::30.7 31.5 30.5 32.5 33.S 
CAR 22.7 20.0 20.4 18.8 18.6 
ClJTSUE 22.2 23.0 20.7 17.8 23.1 
M..L T I-PLACE 1.5 2.2 1.8 3.5 1.2 
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R,A.P E TR EATM Et'-JT CENTER : 1 9 81 TO 1985 
METHOD OF ArrACK ON ADULT VICllMS 

~~----------------------------------------------~ 

~ OF A1i~ CN .AO.LTS 

1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 

PEFO:NTN:E II'M:l.. V I N:3 : 

TH=IEAT 74.8 74.6 71.5 67.6 72.4 
KNIFE 23.0 22.2 21.8 20.1 16.7 
011-ER 9.2 8.1 12.7 13.0 13.8 
G.N 25.1 27.3 20.5 18.5 20.6 
RESTRAINS 53.4 43.6 47.4 44.9 46.3 
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RAPE TREATMENT CENTER: 1981 TO 1985 
ADULT VICTIMS WITH PH'T'SICl.L WAUW. 

~ 

-32 'I 
I 

;:IJ 

28 

2.5 

24 

2.2 

2.0 

16 

15 

14 

12 

10 

6 

5 

4 

2. 

0 

1961 1962. 1963 1964 1985 

!ZZI DID NOT RESISf 

PHYS I CAl. T'RAl.MA ACU..T VICTIMS 

1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 

PEFCENT PGE EXPER I ENe I N3: 

NJ PHYS I CAL TRALMA 61.0 59.1 58.6 56.3 60.2 
PHYS I CAL TRAl.MA 

flO RESISTEN::E BY VICTIM 31.2 23.4 12.0 11.S 12.5 
MILD TRAU\'1A 20.9 17.1 8.3 7.2 8.9 
M:OERA TE TRALMA 7.4 5.2 2.4 3.2 2.7 
SEVERE TRALMA 2.9 1.1 1.3 1.2 0.9 

VICTIM RESISTED 7.9 17.4 29.3 32.1 27.3 
MILD TRALMA 4.7 10.8 19.5 23.6 19.6 
M:OERA TE TRALMA 2.7 4.9 7.7 7.6 7.0 
SEVERE TRALMA 0.5 1.7 2.1 0.9 0.7 
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RAPE TREATMENT CENTER: 1981 TO 1985 
JUVENILE VICTlMS 6'l' AGE GROUP 

~.-------------------------------------------~ 

1981 1982 

ISSl 5-8 

19~ 

YEARS OF AGE 
~ 9-11 
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RAPE TREATMENT CENTER: 1981 TO 1985 
AACE. AND miNICfT! Of JUVENILE VICTIMS 

~~------------------------------~ 

1981 1982. 1983 1984 1985 

!ZZl BLACK !SSJ WHITE ~ HISP.4NIC 

RJlCE AN:) ~ Ie I rf CF JUVEN ILE V ICT IMS 

1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 

PERCENT.AGE : 

BLAC1< 55.2 55.9 60.7 52.3 53.2 
AMERICAN 55.2 52.8 56.9 48.3 50.0 
HAITIAN 3.1 3.8 4.0 3.2 

'M-IITE 29.1 29.9 23.0 34.4 26.2 
HISPANIC 15.1 1:3.7 16.0 12.7 20.2 

WHITE 14.8 13.4 14.8 12.3 20.1 
BLAO< 0.3 0.3 1.2 0.4 0.1 

OTHER 0.6 0.5 0.2 0.5 0.2 
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RAPE TREATMENT CENTER: 1981 TO 1985 

I RAcE/tJ1iNICrrr ; ATI.6..CKERS OF JUVENILES 
60 ~--------''' 

I en 
w 
oJ 
z !I w 
> :::> .., 
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I 
en 
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I 
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u. 
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I a: 
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I 
I !ZZl BL6..CI< !SSl WHITE ~ HISPANIC 

I 
RACE AN:) ~ IC I TV CR ATTAO<ERS a: .J\J\IEN I LES 

I 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 

I 
PERCENT.aGE : 

f3l...OO( 56.1 54.9 53.3 41.7 39.5 
M1ERICAN 55.1 52.S 51.9 40.7 39.1 

I HAITIAN 2.3 1.4 1.0 0.5 
'M-IITE 17.5 14.7 16.5 18.8 20.5 
HISPANIC 19.9 20.8 18.9 17.1 15.3 

I 
WHITE 15.9 19.8 15.7 15.1 14.9 
8LAa<. 3.0 1.0 2.2 1.0 0.4 

OTHER 2.1 2.1 0.7 1.0 1.3 
LN<N:WN 4.4 7.5 10.6 21.4 23.4 

I 
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I 
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RAPE TREATMENT CEf\JTER : 1981 TO 1985 
JWENILE VICTIM/AlTACKER RELA1l0NSHIP 
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RAPE TREATMENT CENTER: 1981 TO 1985 
TIME OF AlTACK ON JWENILE VlC'T1MS 
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RAPE TREA.TM ENT CENTER : 1981 TO 1985 

I PlACE OF ATTACK ON JUVENILE VICTlMS 

oo~-------------------------------------------------

I, 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I e:zJ VlCTlM'S RES ISSJ O/RES ~ OtJTSlDE 

I 
I PUCE CJF A TIJ1O( a4 Jt.NEN I LES 

1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 

I PEPCENTAGE ~ I N:3: 

I 
VICTIM'S I-CUSE 26.8 32.5 33.8 34.3 35.3 
OTl-ER RES I DEN:E 42.4 41.7 42.9 50.7 48.3 
CAR 10.3 7.4 8.4 4.7 4.3 
aJT'SICE 19.3 17.9 13.6 7.7 10.2 

I M.L T I-PLACE 1.2 0.5 1.3 2.5 1.9 

I 
I 
I 
I 
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RAPE TREATMENT CENTER: 1981 TO 1985 
METHOD OF AlTACK ON JUVENILE VI'::::TIMS 

00 

45 
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35 

JQ 

2.5 

2.0 

15 

10 
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0 

1981 1982 1963 1984 1985 

!ZZl THRE:6.T [SSJ KNIFE ~ R~INS 

tErH:O CF ATTJlO< Q\4 JlNEN I LES 

19(31 1982 1983 1984 1985 

PERCENT AGl:: IN\O..VIN3: 

~.AT 46.0 35.6 32.3 27.1 23.6 
KNIFe: 5.9 7.2 3.8 3.4 3.0 
On£Fl 4.5 4.9 3.1 5.5 5.4 
a.N 15.7 7.0 6.7 4.1 3.4 
RESTRAINS 38.6 24.7 26.1 17.3 15.1 
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RAPE TREATM ENT CENTER : 1981 TO 1985 
JUVENILE VICTIMS WITH FHISICAL ~UMA 

11 

10 
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5 
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5 
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1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 

!ZZl DID NOT RESIST 

PHYS I CAL TRAJ...MA JUVENILE VICTIMS 

1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 

PERCENTNX: EXPER I ENe II'G: 

f\O PHYS I CAL TRALMA 85.8 87.1 90.0 93.7 94.3 
PHYS I CAL 11W..MA 

1\0 RESISTEN::E: BY VICTIM 10.7 6.9 2.4 2.0 2.3 
MILD TRALMA 9.5 5.4 1.7 1.9 2.2 
M:OERA TE TRALMA 0.6 1.5 0.7 0.1 0.1 
SEVERE TRALMA 0.6 

VICTIM RESISTED 3.6 5.9 7.6 4.2 3.4 
MILD TRALMA 3.6 4.9 6.2 4.1 2.9 
M:OERA TE TRALMA 0.5 1.2 0.5 
SEVERE TRALMA 0.5 0.2 0.1 
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1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 

RACE /lHJ E1l-N I C I TV 

JUVEN I LE V I CT 1M'S : PER:ENT cr: RAPES I r-NCl..V I fIG Bt.J!CKJYfi I TEIH I SPAN I C 
A TI'JICKERS: 

SUO<S RAPE SUO<S 87.3 
WHITES RAPE WHITES 81.4 
HISPANICS RAPE HISPANICS 67.2 

86.3 
82.5 
53.1 

91.2 
76.8 
62.0 

92.6 
87.4 
65.1 

87.1 
70.7 
73.0 

AO..L T V I CT IMS : PER:f.NT CR RAPES I NVCJ...V I fIG BUO<J\\tII TEIH I SPAN I C 
ATI'~: 

SLAO<S RAPE SUO<S 65.7 
WHITES RAPE WHITES 83.7 
HISPANICS RAPE HISPANICS 24.2 

71.8 
88.1 
29.4 

74.1 
81.9 
35.6 

69.9 
85.1 
37.7 

69.9 
78,8 
29.1 

I V I CT IM-A TI'JlO<ER RELAT IONSH I P 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

JlNEN I LE V I CT I MS : PR.::.f'CftT I (l'o4 OF a...ecKMtf I TEIH I SPAN I C V I CT IMS : 

Wf-O KrQII 11-£ I R ATI'ACKER 
SUO< 62.4 SO.6 81.5 85.6 87.6 
WHITE 59.2 68.1 68.7 87.9 82.9 
HISPANIC 66.7 78.8 85.5 89.2 87.0 

\'H) 00 ~T I<N:lW T1-E I R ATT~ 
SUO< 37.6 19.4 18.5 14.4 12.4 
WHITE 40.8 31.9 31.3 12.1 17.1 
HISPANIC 33.3 21.2 14.5 10.8 13.0 

ArU.T VICTIMS P~T 1c:::N r::F B1..AO(M-i I TEIH I SPAN I C V I CT IMS: 

VH) I<tOI TI-E I R ATI'flO(ER 
SUO< 41.3 44.2 45.8 49.2 44.0 
WHITE 22.9 28.0 54.2 35.3 34.0 
HISPANIC 37.3 47.8 48.7 47.8 35.S 

Wf-O 00 ~T I<JID# T1-E I R ATI'~ 
SUO< 58.7 55.8 54.2 50.8 56.0 
WHITE 77.1 72.0 69.4 64.7 66.0 
HISPANIC 62.7 52.2 51.3 52.2 64.1 
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v. DEFINITIONS 

RAPE: Uniform Crime Report: the carnal knowledge of a female forcibly 

and against her will, excluding statutory rape (without force or 

if the victim is under the age of consent). 

RAPE: Rape Treatment Center: includes all rapes, whether of males or 

females, regardless of age. 

JUVENILE: all victims below the age of 17 are classified as juveniles. 

R~CE AND ETHNICITY: victims and attackers were classified as black (non

hispanic), white (non-hispanic), hispanic, other and unknown. 

vi. SOURCES 

All graphs and tables are based on data provided by the Rape Treatment 

Center/ Jackson Memorial Hospital, Miami, Florida, except for "Total 

Number of Incidents - Uniform Crime Report", which is based on 

information on Crime in Florida: Annual Report, 1979 through 1985, 

Florida Department of Law Enforcement, Tallahassee, Florida. 
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