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INMATE DEATHS - GENDER 

During the ten year period of this study there were 599 
inmates who died wllile incarcerated in New York State prisons. 
In that ten year period, 97.7% of all reported deaths were males 
while 2.3% were temales. '1'l1is tinding is consistent with the 
average distribution of the total under custOdy population from 
1976-1984 in which 97.2% were males and 2.8% were l=emalesV. 

TABLE 1 
NUMBER OF INMATE DEATHS BY GENDER 1976 - 1985 

Sex 
Year Total Male Female 

TOTAL 599 585 14 

Percent 100% 97.7% 2.3% 

1976 30 29 1 
1977 33 32 1 
1978 30 28 2 
1979 31 31 --
1980 41.51 41 
1981 41.51 41 
1982 62Q/ 61 1 
1983 54£1 52 2 
1984 114Q/ 112 2 
1985 163~/ 158 5 

~/Includes one inmate on out to court status. 

!?'/Includes one inmate transferred to Ht. Marcy 
and one inmate on furlough status 

'£/Includes one inmate transferred to lJIr. Marcy 
ana one inmate on absconder status • 

.9,/Includes one inmate at rvIt. Marcy and two 
inmates on furlough status. 

~/Includes two inmates on furlough status and 
one inmate on work release status. 

Y See "Character isti cs of Inmates Unde r Custody, A Ten 
Year Trend StUdy", DOCS, December 1985, William R. 
Chapman and Stuart B. Zausner. 
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AGE 

From 1976 through 1985 the highest concentration of 
inmates who died were between the ages of 30-34 years while 
during the period of 1976-1984 the highest proportion of under 
custody inmates were bet\'leen the ages of 25-29 years old. In 
general the proportional age distribution of inmates at the time 
of their deaths was older than the proportional age distribution 
of inmates under custody at the end of each calendar year. Among 
the under custody population between 1976 and 1984, 11.9% of the 
inmates were forty or older while for the inmates who died during 
that period 41.4% were forty or older. 

TABLE 2 

.AGE OF ~ Nr TIME OF IEATH 
1976 - 1985 

~ 16-18 19-2.Q 21-24 25-29 30-34 ~ 40-44 45-49 50-64 65+ ~ 

1976 - Nunber 1 0 1 5 3 2 4 3 6 5 30 
Percent 3.3% 0 3.3% 16.7% 10.0% 6.7% 13.3% 10.0% 20.0% 16.7% 100.0% 

1977 - Nunber 0 1 1 6 5 6 3 3 7 1 33 
Percent 0.0% 3.0% 3.0% 18.2% 15.2% 18.2% 9.1% 9.1% 21.2% 3.0% 100.0% 

1978 - Nunber 0 0 6 2 3 6 2 3 6 2 30 
Percent 0.0% 0.0% 20.0% 6.7% 10.0% 20.0% 6.7% 10.0% 20.0% 6.7% 100.0% 

1979 - Nunber 1 0 2 5 3 3 1 4 9 3 31 
Percent 3.2% 0.0% 6.5% 16.1% 9.7% 9.7% 3.2% 12.9% 29.0% 9.7% 100.0% 

1980 - Nunber 1 2 3 3 6 4 3 5 8 6 41 
Percent 2.4% 4.9% 7.3% 7.3% 14.6% 9.8% 7.3% 12.2% 19.5% 14.6% 100.0% 

1981 - Nunbex: 0 1 3 9 7 2 9 4 5 1 41 
Percent 0.0% 2.4% 7.3% 22.0% 17.1% 4.9% 22.0% 9.8% 12.2% 2.4% 100.0% 

19 82 - Nunber 0 2 3 12 11 7 4 6 13 4 62 
Percent 0.0% 3.2% 4.8% 19.4% 17.7% 11.3% 6.5% 9.7% 21.0% 6.5% 100.0% 

1983 - Nunber 0 1 2 16 10 6 8 6 4 1 54 
Percent 0.0% 1.9% 3.7% 29.6% 18.5% 11.1% 14.8% 11.1% 7.4% 1.9% 100.0% 

19 84 - Nunber 0 1 3 19 29 19 17 9 13 4 114 
Percent 0.0% .9% 2.6% 16.7% 25.4% 16.7% 14.9% 7.9% 11.4% 3.5% 100.0% 

19 85 - Nunber 1 1 7 23 45 30 25 13 18 0 163 
Percent .6% .6% 4.3% 14.1% 27.6% 18.4% 15.3% 8.0% 11.0% 0.0% 100.0% 

'ID!'lIL Nunber 4 9 31 100 122 85 76 56 89 27 599 
Fercent .7% 1.5% 5.2% 16.7% 20.4% 14.2% 12.7% 9.3% 14.9% 4.5% 100.0% 
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COUNTY 

Between 1976 and 1985 the majority of inmates who 'died 
while under DOCS custody were originally committed from the five 
New York City counties. The proportion of New York City inmates 
who died averaged 76.8% with a range of 59% in 1980 to 88% in 
1985~ The proportion of inmates from New York City in the 
general under custody population between 1976 and 1984 was lower 
at 67.8%. At the same time the proportion of inmates from 
Suburban New York City counties and from the Upstate counties was 
higher for the under custody inmates than it was for the inmates 
who died. 

TABLE 3 

lNM!\.TE IEMHS BY 
CXllNTY OF <DMMr.l'MENr 

1976 - 1985 

Year 
O:>unty Total .Eercen.!:. 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 

'lIJl'AL 599 100.0% 30 33 30 31 41 41 62 54 114 163 

NYC Total 460 76.8% 20 22 22 23 24 28 51 37 90 143 

New York 200 33.4% 11 9 9 10 10 14 22 19 34 62 
Kings 101 16.9% 4 5 5 6 6 5 14 5 21 30 
Bronx 93 15.5% 2 5 4 2 6 5 8 7 22 32 
Queens 58 9.7% 3 3 3 5 1 4 5 6 9 19 
Ri c::I:Irond 8 1.3% a a 1 a 1 a 2 a 4 a 

Suturl:an NYC Total 44 7.3% 2 8 1 2 4 5 2 6 7 7 

Westchester 16 2.7% 1 3 1 1 a a a a 4 6 
Nassau 18 3.0% 1 4 a a 4 4 0 3 2 a 
Suffolk 10 1.7% a 1 a 1 a 1 2 3 1 1 

U[:Gtate Total 85 15.9% 8 3 7 6 13 8 9 11 17 13 
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ETHNICITY 

Table 4 pr~sents a great deal of information on the 
number and rates of inmate deaths from 1976-1985 for the total 
population and for each of the 3 major ethnic groups. F?r the 
overall inmate population, the rate of inmate deaths per 1,000 
inmates remained fairly constant up until 1984 and 1985 when it 
lose to more than twice the average rate for the previous eight 
years (i.e. 1976-1983 was 1.7, 1984 3.4 and 1985 4.9). For the 
black inmate population the rate of deaths per 1,000 black 
inmates seemed to remain constant up until 1985 when it more than 
doubled over the previous nine year average rate (i.e. 1976-1984 
was 1.6 while 1985 was 3.9). 

For the white inmate population the rate.of deaths per 
1,000 White inmates declined from 1976 through 1979, while the 
rate remained somewhat constant between 1980 through 1983 and 
rose sharply in 1984 and 1985. Although the rates for 1984 and 
1985 were higher than the average rates for 1976 through 1983 the 
increase was not as high as it was for Black inmates (i.e. 
1976-1983 average rate was 2.2 and for 1984 and 1985 the average 
rate was 3.8). 

For the Hispanic inmate population the rate of deaths 
per 1,000 Hispanic inmates showed some minor growth periods 
between 1976 and 1983 but then grew substantially in 1984 and 
1985 (Le. 1976-1983 average rate was 1.8 and for 1984 and 1985 
the average rate was over three times as high at 6.1). 

The apparent growth in the death rates for all inmate 
racial groups in 1984 and 1985 was primarily due to an overall 
growth in the number of AIDS-related deaths in those two years. 
On average the overall death rates for the ten year period of 
this study were lowest for Black inmates and were somewhat 
similar for both Hispanic and White inmates. This finding is 
given additional support when comparing the average proportion of 
the inmate deaths and the average proportion of the inmates under 
custody for each racial group. Between 1976 and 1985 Blacks 
accounted for 43.4% of tPe average inmate deaths while making up 
53.5% of the average under custody population. On average Whites 
accounted for 26.4% of the inmate deaths while making up 25.4% of 
the under custody population. Hispanics on average accounted for 
30.2% of the inmate deaths \oJhile constituting 21.4% of the under 
custody population during this period. 



TABLE 4 

l'mI'ALITY RATES BY E'IllNIC GRWP PER 1,000 lNMATES 

1976 - 1985 

'IDTAL BLACK WHITE HISPANIC 
uncerN % Under % Unoor % Unrer 

D:!atil Custody D:!athQ/ D:!atils Custody D:!ath D:!aths Custody reath r.eaths Custody D:!ath 
~ 'Ibtal 'Ibtal Rate Nunrer fercent IDP _ Rate Nunrer fercent IDP Rate Nunrer fercent IDP Rate 

1976 30 17,663 1.7 13 43.3% 60.3% 1.2 14 46.7% 25.1% 3.2 3 10.0% 18.0% .9 

1977 33 19,3ll 1.7 13 39.4% 55.1% 1.2 13 39.4% 25.0% 2.7 7 21.2% 19.9% 1.8 

1978 30 20,066 1.5 13 43.3% 53.9% 1.2 12 40.0% 25.9% 2.3 5 16.7% 20.2% 1.2 

1979 31 20,730 1.5 18 58.1% 53.3% 1.6 8 25.8% 27.1% 1.4 5 16.1% 19.6% 1.2 

1980 41 21,410 1.9 23 56.1% 52.7% 2.0 10 24.4% 27.8% 1.7 8 19.5% 19.5% 1.9 

1981 41 25,218 1.6 16 39.0% 52.8% 1.2 11 26.8% 27.1% 1.6 14 34.1% 20.1% 2.8 

1982 62 27,803 2.2 31 50.0% 52.9% 2.1 20 32.3% 26.3% 2.7 II 17.7% 20.8% 1.9 

1983 54 30,336 1.8 22 40.7% 52.7% 1.4 12 22.2% 24.4% 1.6 20 37.0% 22.9% 2.9 

1984 ll4 32,956 3.4 42 36.8% 51.4% 2.5 27 22.8% 22.5% 3.5 45 40.4% 26.1% 5.4 

1985 163 34,318 4.9 69 38.1% 50.4% 3.9 32 22.6% 22.3% 4.1 62 39.3% 26.7% 6.7 

&Ji 60 2.2 26 43.4% 53.5% 1.8 16 26.4% 25.4% 2.5 18 30.2% 21.4% 2.7 

.sITotal for Wlutes, Blacks and Hisp3.nics, exclures irrnates fran other ethnic groul:-s as no ceaths were retx>rted for these 
groups • 

.£/Per 1,000 innates 

"-
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CAU SES OF DEATH 

Tables 5, 6, and 7 present information on the causes of 
death for inmates who died between 1976 ar,.j 1985. Table 5 shows 
that the majority of inmate deaths (474 or 79%) were listed as 
death by natural causes. Of the 474 natural cause deaths 134 (or 
28%) were due to cardiac failure while 175 (or 37%) were due to 
AIDS-related disorders. The tables show that 42 (or 7%) of the 
inmate deaths were homicides, while 58 or 10% were suicides. 

Table 6 shows that the overall proportion of inmate 
deaths which were AIDS-related increased from 5% in 1981 to 58% 
in 1985. None of the other causes of inmate deaths shows that 
clear a trend either in growth or decline over the ten year 
period. Table 7 reflects this observation but uses mortality 
rates per 1,000 inmates as the basis of analysis thus showing the 
growth of AIDS-related deaths while controlling for the growth in 
the inmate population over tilrte. 

TABLE ~ 

ClW~ OF DEA'lHS: 1976 - 1985 

Year 
cause Total 1976 1m 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 

Natural 474 22 20 23 22 34 32 

cardio Vascular 134 14 7 8 8 24 11 
cancer 76 4 5 10 7 4 5 
AIDS-related 175 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Other Natural 89 4 8 5 7 6 14 

Suicide 58 2 5 3 6 4 3 

Hanicide 42 4 S 3 3 3 6 

Other Kn<Mn causes 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Unknown 17 2 3 1 0 0 0 

IDl'AL 599 30 33 30 31 41 41 

YPreliminary oontingent up:m final. autof.6Y rep:lrts. 

!?/~ suicide and one drug overoose while innate was on furlough status • 

.sIOcx:urred while il'lllate was on work release status. 

42 

18 
16 
5 
3 

14 

4 

1 

1 

62 

1983 1984 1985 

39 99 141 

5 22 17 
.'5 6 14 

18 55 95Y 
11 16 15 

10 5 6Q/ 

3 7 4.s1 

1 1 s!?/ 

1 2 7 

54 114 163 
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TABLE 6 

CAUSE OF DEA'IH AND PERCENT DIS'lRIBUl'ION 1976 - 1985 

cause of reath 1976 1977 1978 1975! . 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 'IDTAL 

Cardio-Vascular 
reaths 14 7 8 8 24 11 18 '5 22 17 134 
PERCENT 47% 21% 27% 26% 59% 27% 29% 9% 19% 10% 22% 

Cancer 
reaths 4 5 10 7 4 5 16 5 6 14 76 
PERCENT 13% 15% 33% 23% 10;% 12% 26% 9% 5% 9% 13% 

AII:6-related 
Deaths 0 0 0 0 0 2 5 18 55 95 175 
PERCENT 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 5% 8% 33% 48% 58% 29% 

Other Natural 
reaths 4 8 5 7 6 14 3 11 16 15 89 
PERCENT 13% 24% 17% 23% 15% 34% 5% 20% 14% 9% 15% 

Suicide I 
0:> 

reaths 2 5 ? 6 4 3 14 10 5 6 58 I 
oJ 

PERCENT 7% 15% 10% 19% 10% 7% 23% 19% 4% 4% 10% 

Hanicide 
reaths 4 5 3 3 3 6 4 3 7 4 42 
PERCENT 13% 15% 10% 10% 7% 15% 6% 6% 6% 2% 7% 

Other Kt"10wn 
reaths 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 5 8 
PERCENT 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 2% 2% 1% 3% 1% 

Unknown 
reaths 2 3 1 0 0 0 1 1 2 7 17 
PERCENT 7% 9% 3% 0% 0% 0% 2% 2% 2% 4% 3% 

Total 
reaths 30 33 30 31 41 41 62 54 114 163 599 
PERCENT 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 
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TABLE 7 

ClIDSE OF IEAm AND MJRTALITY RATEs¥' 
1976 - 1985 

cause of ~ath 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 

cardio-Vascular 
~aths 14 7 8 8 24 11 18 5 22 17 
RATE .79 .36 .40 .39 1.12 .44 .65 .16 .67 .49 

canrer 
~aths 4 5 10 7 4 5 16 5 6 14 
RATE .23 .26 .50 .34 .19 .20 .58 .16 .18 .40 

A.IrS-related 
~aths 0 0 0 0 0 2 5 18 55 95 
RATE 0 0 0 0 0 .08 .18 .59 1.67 2.73 

Other Natural 
~aths 4 8 5 7 6 14 3 11 16 15 
RATE .23 .41 .25 .34 .28 .56 .11 .36 .49 .43 

I 

Suicid: 
lO 
I 

~aths 2 5 3 6 4 3 14 10 5 6 
RATE .11 .26 .15 .29 .19 .12 .50 .33 .15 .17 

Hanicide 
~aths 4 5 3 3 3 6 4 3 7 4 
RATE .23 .26 .15 .14 .14 .24 .14 .10 .21 .11 

Other Known 
~aths 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 5 
RATE 0 0 0 0 0 0 .04 .03 .03 .14 

unknCMn 
~aths 2 3 1 0 0 0 1 1 2 7 
RATE .11 .16 .05 0 0 0 .04 .03 .06 .20 

'lbtal 
~aths 30 33 30 31 41 41 62 54 114 163 
RATE 1.7 1.7 1.5 1.5 1.9 1.6 2.2 1.8 3.4 4.7 

~ PER 1,000 INMATES 
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CAUSES OF DEATH 
BY ETHNICITY 

Table 8 presents information on the causes of inmate 
deaths by the ethnicity of the inmate victims. The table shows 
that there were eight categories \Y'hich were used to classify 
these deaths and for each category the number and proportion of 
inmate deaths for each ethnic group are presented. previously 
the overall proportion of inmates by ethnic group in the under 
custody population were presented in Table 4. On average Blacks 
constituted 53.5% of that population but made up 57.9% of the 
cancer deaths and 57.1% of the homicide deaths. On average 
Whites constituted 25.4% of the 1976-1985 under custody 
population but made up 40.3% of the cardio-vascular deaths, 28 .~9% 
of the cancer deaths, 39 • .7% of the suicide deaths, 66.7% of the 
deaths with other known causes, and 31.3% of the deaths with 
unknown causes. On average Hispanics made up 21.4% of the under 
custody population while accounting for 48% of the AIDS-related 
deaths, 34.8% of the other natural deaths, 28.6% of the 
homicides, 22.2% of the other known deaths and 31.3% of the 
unknown deaths. 

TABLE 8 

OWSl:S OF DERIH BY E'lBNIC GRlJP 

1976-1985 

Cause Total Iercent Black Percent White Iercent HiSJ:6.nic Percent 

'l.IJML 599 100.0% 260 43.4% 159 26.5% 180 30.1% 

Cardio Vascular 134 100.0% 52 38.9% 54 40.3% 28 20.9% 

Cancer 76 100.0% 44 57.9% 22 28.9% 10 13.2% 

AIIl3- related 175 100.0% 62 35.4% 29 16.6% 84 48.0% 

Other Natural 89 100.0% 44 49.4% 14 15.7% 31 34.8% 

Suicide 58 100.0% 27 46.6% 23 39.7% 8 13.8% 

Hanicide 42 100.0% 24 57.1% 6 14.3% 12 28.6% 

Other Known 9 100.0% 1 11.1% 6 66.7% 2 22.2% 

unkn~ 16 100.0% 6 37.5% 5 31.3% 5 31.3% 




