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1980 RELEASES: FIVE YEAR POST RELEASE FaLLaH-UP 

The subJect of. this report is a population of 7,661 inmates 
released tor the tirst time ln 1980 from facllities ot the New 
York State Department of Correctional Services. Eacn case was 
tollowea tor a perioo o~ tive years to determine the number 
returned to Department custody. In addition, similar relea~e 
cohorts tor 1972-1979 are also analyzed by rate Ot return tor 
selectea characteristics. 

HIGHLIGHTS --- -----

1. Out of 7,661 inmates releasea ln 1980, there were 3,173 
(41.4%) who returned to custody withln five years, 22.2% 
(1·,704) as new commitments and 19.2% (1,469) tor vlolation 
of parole. 

2. Persons released via parole tenaed to have a lower rate ot 
return (39.1%) than aia conditlonal releases (46.9%). 

3. Ot the 3,173 returned, th~ larges1: por1:ion (62.5¥;) were 
re1:Urned wltnin 24 months. 

4. ~nong 4,960 offenaers released via parole, 18.6% were 
returnea tor new telony convictlons while 20.6% were 
returnea for vlolation or ·parole. at 2,194 conaitional 
releases, 26.4% were returnea tor new telonies while 20.5% 
were returned ror paro.Le violation. 

5. Women haa a much lower rate ot return at 26.3% than did 
mal es at 42.0 % • 

6. Offenses with higher rates of return included: robbery (all 
aegrees); burglary 2nd and 3rd; grand larceny; forgery; and 
stolen property. Among oti:enses with return rates be.Low the 
average were: muraer i homicide i assault (all aegrees); 
arson (all degrees); dangerous weapons; kidnapping; sex 
crimes other than rape 1st; anel drugs. 

7. For those returned for new relony convictions, the largest 
crime category on return was robbery 1st at 287 followea by 
burglary 3rd at 284; rObbery 2nd at 211; burglary 2nd at 153 
ana drugs at 152. 

8. Inmates who were younger at time of release had higher 
return rates. Of those unaer 21 years of age, over 50% 
returned to custody within five years wnile less than 25% of 
those 40 and over returned. 
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9. There was some ditierence in the ret:urn rates between ethnic 
groups. Blacks returned at 45.1% wnile Puerto Ricans 
returnea at 45.0% and whites returnea at 33.2%. 

10. lrunates with no prior criminal record had the lowest: rate of 
return at 21.8% while ilwates with prior perioas or 
incarceration returned at rates of over 40%. 

11. There appearea to be no clear r ela tionship between time 
servea in prison ana rate oi return to prison. 

12. Persons wno haa been sentencea as preaicate feIGns had a 
higher rate of return (47.8%) than first felony otfenaers 
(38.7%). 
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1980 RELEASES: FIVE YEAR POST RELEASE FOLLOW-UP 

A total of 9,489 inmates were released from facilities of 
the Department of Correctional Services (DOCS) during calendar 
year 1980. From this total a study population of 7,661 inmates 
was selected that included 7,154!Y' first releases to parole 
supervision (4,960 via parole and 2,194 via conditional release) 
and 507 persons discharged upon maximum expiration of sentence as 
their initial release during 1980. Excluded are a total of 1,828 
releases which consist of: 1,064 persons released to parole 
supervl.sl.on who had previously been r:eleased to parole 
supervision and subsequently returned to custody as violators; 30 
temporatory absences; 169 released by court order; 40 escapes; 41 
deaths; 463 transferred to other agencies; and 21 maximum 
expi ration of sentence cases who had al ready been reI eased to 
parole supervision before and returned as violators during 1980. 

The purpose of this report is to provide information on 
annual cohorts of inmates released from DOCS facilities as well 
as the proportion and characteristics of these offenaers who are 
subsequently returned to facility custody within five years of 
release. This methodology is utilized by many criminal Justice 
agencies in studies of recidivism inclUding the Unitea States 
Department of JusticeQI. This study does not attempt to 
determine whether an offender who leaves prison via parole or 
conditional release is under parole supervision at tne time that 
the oifenaer is returned to ~rison. Therefore, assumptions 
should not be maae from this study as to the effectiveness of 
parole supervision. The Department of Correctional Services ana 
the Division of Parole are presently coordinating plans for a 
shared da ta base on our new mainframe computer. This informa tion 
will allow the application of data relevant to the period of 
parole supervision to be added to these analyses to determine 
which returns are made while the offenaer is still under parole 
supervision and to learn more about the relationship ot length of 
supervision and subsequent return to prison. 

Each case in the study group was followed up for a period of 
five years from the date of release to ascertain if a return to 
DOCS custOdy occurred. Of the study group, 4,488 or 58.6% did 
not return to custody of DOCS during the follow-up period. The 
remaining 41.4% were returned to a DOCS facility at least once 
during the follow-up period. 

~/Excludes all o'ffenders previously released on their current 
sentences to parole supervision or released in 1979 by 
court order, (escape, temporary absence and transfers to other 
agen cies. 

Q/nReturning To Prison, II John F. Wallerstadt, ph.D., Bureau of 
Justice Statistics, U.S. Dept. of Justice, November 1984. 
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RETURNS TO CUSTODY BY RELEASE TYPE Three types of release 
are included in the 7,661 study cohort of inmates released during 
1980. The largest group is composed of 4,960 inmates '''ho were 
released at the discretion of the Board of parole. The next 
largest group were conditional releases (CR' s). These 2,194 
inmates were releasea to parole supervis~on on a mandatory basis 
after serv~ng two-thirds of their maximum sentence" The th~rd 
release group includes 507 inmates released upon maximum 
expi ration (ME) of thei r sentence. 

The highest rate ot return was registered by the CR group 
with 46.9% or 1,029 returned during the five years subsequent to 
release. The proportion ot returns among paroles was 39.1% or 
1,941 returns. While discharges upon maximum expiration of 
sentence registered an apparent rate ot return at 39.8%, it must 
be noted that the ME group is not sUbJect to the conditions of 
parole or post release supervis~on and may be returned to DOCS 
custody only on commitment by the courts following conviction for 
a felony offense. 

ReI ease T:iEe 

Total Releases 

Parol es 

Condi tional 

TABLE 1 
1980 RELEASES: RETURNS TO CUSTODY 

BY TYPE OF RELEASE 

1980 Number 
Releases Returned 

7,661 3,173 

4,960 1,941 

Releases 2,194 1,029 

Haximum Expiration of Sentence 507 203 

Per cent 
Returned 

41.4% 

39.1% 

46.9% 

39.8% 

OVer the nine year period 1972-1980, the volume of releases 
fell from 5,593 in 1972 to 5,222 in 1974. Subsequent years with 
the exception of 1978 registered annual increments reaching a 
high of 7,661 in 1980. Parole releases at 3,582 in 1972 
~ncreased to 3,788 in 1973 while maximum expiration of sentence 
releases (ME's) dropped from 979 to 561. In 1974 both paroles 
ana ME's declined. Paroles generally increased in following 
years to a high of 4,960 in 1980. ME's did not share in this 
increase falling to 328 in 1979 and then rising to 507 in 1980. 
Conditional releases increased from 1,032 in 1972 to 2,194 in 
1980. 

The overall rate of return for the nine release cohorts 
varied by 7.8% from a low rate ot return of 33.6% in 1972 to a 
high of 41.4% in 1980. The range of variation among the nine 
parole cohorts was only 5.8% with a low of 33.4% returned in 1976 
compared to a high of 39.4% in 1979. The highest rate of returns 
for conditional releases cases was in 1980 w~th a return rate of 
46.9%. The highest ME return rate occurred in 1980 at 39.8%. 
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TABLE 2 

1972-1980 RELEASES: RETURNS TO CUSTODY BY 
TYPE OF RELEASE 

Release Type 
Number and Year ot Number Percent 

Release Releasea Returned Returned 

1972-1'980 Total 56,103 21,025 37.5% 
Parole 37,936 13,722 36.2% 
Condi t~onal Release 13,765 5,964 43.3% 
Maximum Expiration ot Sentence 4,402 1,339 30.4 % 

1972 Total 5,593 1,877 33.6% 
Parole 3,582 1,239 34.6% 
Conditional Release 1,032 395 38.3% 
t-1aximum Expi ration of Sentence 979 243 24.8% 

1973 Total 5,400 1,963 36.4% 
Parole 3,788 1,406 37.1% 
Condi tiona1 Re1ea:t.<e 1,051 420 40.0% 
Maximum Expiration of sentence 561 137 24.4% 

1974 Total 5,222 1,859 35.6% 
Parole 3,429 1,176 34.3 % 
Condi tional Release 1,333 555 41.6% 
Maximum Expiration of sentence 460 128 27.8% 

1975 Total 5,546 1,973 35.6% 
Parol e 3,654 1,25b 34.4 % 
Conditional Release 1,464 602 41.1% 
Maximum Expiration of Sentence 428 113 26.4% 

1976 Total 6,345 2,260 35.6% 
Parole 4,445 1,483 33.4% 
Conditional Release 1,552 652 42.8% 
Haximum Expi ration of sentence 378 125 33.1% 

1977 Total 6,663 2,441 36.6% 
Parole 4,828 1,702 35.3 % 
Conditional Release 1,449 610 42.1% 
Maximum Expiration of Sentence 386 129 33.4% 

1978 Total 6,558 2,552 38.9% 
Parole 4,520 1,654 36.6% 
Conditional Release 1,663 756 45.5% 
tvlaximum Expi rati on of sentence 375 142 37.9% 

1979 Total 7,115 2,928 41.2% 
Parole 4,730 1,863 39.4% 
Condi tional Release 2,057 946 46.0% 
Maximum Expiration of Sentence 328 119 36.3 % 

1980 Total 7,661 3,173 41.4% 
Parole 4,960 1,941 39.1% 
Conditional Release 2,194 1,029 46.9% 
Maximum Expiration of sentence 507 203 39.8% 
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RETURNS TO CUSTODY BY THlE The largest portion of offenders 
was returned dur~ng the 7th-12th month period subsequent to 
release followed closely by the 13th-18th month period. These 
six month periods accounted for 21.6% and 21.1% respectively of 
the total 3,173 offenders returned. Of those returned, 62.5% 
were back in DOCS custody within 24 months after release. 
Subsequent periods account for dec"lining portions of the return 
cohort. The median time between date of release and initial 
return was 19.9 months. 

The pattern of time to return differed somewhat between the 
three release groups. Tho se per sons released via condi tional 
release tenaed to return earlier with a registered median time to 
return of 17.6 months, two months less than the total release 
tigure. The parole group had a median period of 20.6 months 
between release ana return while the median time to return for 
the ME group was 24.1 months. 

TABLE 3 
1980 RELEASES: RETURNS TO CUSTODY 

BY TINE TO RETURN AND TYPE OF RELEASE 

Elapsed Time Type of Release 
Between Release Total 

and Return (Months) Releases Parole CR 

Number Released 7,661 4,960 2,194 

Portion Returned 3,173 1,941 1,029 

1-6 Honths 169 91 69 
7-12 Honths 684 306 286 

13-18 Nonths 668 432 208 
19-24 Months 462 302 122 
25-30 Honths 336 219 92 
31-36 Honths 258 164 72 
37-42 Months 208 127 65 
43-48 Nonths 155 89 52 
49-54 Months 140 86 39 
55-60 Months 93 65 24 

Hedian Months to Return 19.9 20.6 17.6 

HE 

507 

203 

9 
32 
28 
38 
25 
22 
16 
14 
15 

4 

24.1 

Note: The number of returns of technical parole violators may 
be slightl¥ understated for the 49-60 month periods due 
to convers~on of DOCS computerized inmate file in 1985. 
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The average rate of return tor the nine 1972-80 release 
cohorts followed a pattern somewhat similar to that of the 1979 
cohort. Well over halt of those returned (63.9%) were back in 
prison within 24 months of release. The portion returned in each 
subsequent six-month period declined following a high in the 7-12 
month period. By the 55-60 month period the rate of return had 
1 evelea off to a mar ked degr ee for all thr ee release ca tegorie s. 
It may be noted, however, that time to return appears to be 
somewhat longer for the 1980 cohort with a median time of 19.9 
months compared to the 19.0 months for the combined 1972-80 
group. Both the parole ana conditional release groups for 1980 
shared in this longer median time between release ana return 
while the maximum expiratlon of sentence cases for 1980 showea a 
reduced median time ot return. 

TABLE 4 
1972-1980 RELEASES: RETURNS TO CUSTODY 

BY TIME TO RETURN AND TYPE OF RELEAS E 

Elapsed Time TYEe of Release 
Between Release Total 

ano Return (Nonths) Rel eases Parole CR 

Number Released 56,103 37 ,936 13,765 

Portion Returned 21,006 13,702 5,965 

1-6 l>'lonths 1,809 1,027 723 
7-12 Months 4,642 2,847 1,608 

13-18 Months 4,067 2,757 1,090 
19-24 Nonths 2,899 2,023 666 
25-30 Months 2,031 1,395 481 
31-36 Honths 1,581 1,088 367 
37-42 f.1onths 1,224 802 322 
43-48 f.1onths 1,048 668 269 
49-54 Months 964 624 242 
55-60 Months 741 471 197 

Nedian Months to Return 19.0 19.7 16.6 

~1E 

4,402 

1,339 

59 
187 
220 
210 
155 
126 
100 
III 

98 
73 

24.8 
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RETURNS TO CUSTODY: FELONY COMMITMENTS AND PAROLE VIOLATION 
In New York State, inmates released to parole supervision, either 
a t the di scr etion of the Board of Parol e or by manda tory 
condi tional release after sa tisfactory completion of b/o-thirds 
of their maximum sentence, are sUbJect to abide by the general 
rules governing parole for the remaining unexpired portion of 
their sentence. A serious violation of these rules during the 
period of supervision may result in the return of the parolee to 
.DOCS custody as a violator at the discretion of the Board of 
Parole. Inmates released upon maximum expiration of sentence are 
not subJect to the rules oi parole and may not be returned as 
violators. Where an offenaer commits a new felony subsequent to 
release, the court must sentence the offender to a new 
inaeterminate term to be served in DOCS custoay regardless of 
pr ior type of rel ease. 

If the reader wishes to compare the rate of return in New 
YorJ< State with return rates of other states, it is critical to 
unaerstand that many states have adopted a determinate sentencing 
policy. With determinate sentencing the offenaer serves the 
balance of his or her sentence in prison with either no period of 
parole supervision or only an abbreviated perioa of parole with 
very limited provision for return to prison in the event the 
parole is violated. Under the indeterminate sentence policy of 
New York state the offender remains unaer parole supervlsion 
until the maximum expira tlon of the sentence. It is not un us ual 
tor an offender to serve more time on parole than in prison. As 
noted above, during this periOd ot supervision the offender may 
be returned to prison not only for a new relony convlction as is 
the case in other states but also tor violation or the conditions 
ot parole shoula the Board of Parole construe such a violation to 
be a possible threat to public sarety. In oraer to compare 
return rates between states only offenaers returned for 
conviction on a new felony charge should be counted. Returns for 
parole violation should only be compared to states with 
indeterminate sentencing policies similar to those of New york 
State. 

In the 1980 release cohort there are marked differences 
between the parole, CR, and ME groups in the reason for return to 
custody. The parole group had the lowest proportion of those 
released who were later returned for new felony offenses, 18.6%. 
An additional 20.6% were· returned for violation of parole. The 
proportion of the CR release cohort returned for new felony 
offenses was somewhat higher at 26.4% while 20.5% were returned 
as violators. The maximum expiration of sentence group 
represents the highest proportion of returns at 40.0% with no 
parole violation returns possible. It should be r,emembered that 
the inmates released v ia maximum expi ration of sentence had 
virtually all been released in prior years to parole supervision 
and returned to custody as violators. In contrast, the parole 
and conditional release groups include only original releases 
upon the sentence being served. Thus, the maximum expi~ation 
group includes inmates who, for the most part, had prevlo~s-!-y 
failed to successfully complete a period of parole' supervlslon 
and who might reasonably be expectea to experience a higher 
return rate than first releases. 
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TABLE 5 
1972-1980 RELEASES: RETURNS FOR NEW FELONY 

OFFENSES AND FOR VIOLATION OF PAROLE 

Rel ease Ty pe 

1980 Releases 
Total Releases 

Parole 
Conditional Release 
Maximum Expira tion 

1972-1980 Releases 
Total Rel ease s 
Parole 
Conaitional Release 
Maximum Expiration 

Total Returnee To 
Releases Custody 

7,661 
4,960 
2,194 

507 

56,103 
37,936 
13,765 

4,402 

3,173 
1,941 
1,029 

203 

21,025 
13,722 

5,964 
1,339 

See Appendix Table A for inaiviaual years. 

Type of Return 
New Parole 

Commitment Violation 

1,704 
921 
580 
203 

10,582 
6,055 
3,188 
1,339 

1,469 
1,020 

449 
o 

10,443 
7,667 
2,776 

o 

Among the nine release cohorts covering the period 1972-1980 
there was relatively Ilt:tle change in the proportlon of inmates 
released by discretionary parole who were subsequently returned 
as new felony commitmem:.s. The average rate ot return of paroles 
for new felony commitments was 16.0% ranging f rom a high of 18.6% 
for the 1980 release cohort to a low of 12.8% tor the 1972 
release cohort. The average rate of return of paroles for 
violatlon of parole without new felony commitments was 20.2% 
ranging from a high of 21.8% for the 1972 cohort to a low of 
18.5% for the 1976 COhort. Among conditional releases the 
average rate of return for new commitments was 23.2% with a low 
of 20.6% in 1976 to a high of 26.7% in 1978. Conditional 
releases returned solely for parole violation averaged 20.2% with 
a low ot 18.5% in 1977 and a high of 22.3% in 1976. Among the 
maximum expi ration of sentence cases the average rate of return 
was 30.4%, all of which were felony commitments. The rate of 
return for maxlmum expi ration of sentence cases incr eased f rom a 
1 ow 0 f 2 4 • 4 % i n 1 973 to a high 0 f 40. 0 % in 19 80 • 

~~ ------_._---- -'~' .. ""-
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CHARACTERISTICS OF RELEASE AND RE~ruRN POPULATIONS The 
following section presents selected characteristics for both the 
1980 study group as well as for the total 48,442 inmates released 
over the nine year 1972-1980 period. The selected 
characteristics include: gender; reason for commitment; age on 
release; prior adult criminal record; and ethnic group. The 
reaoer is cautioned hot to automatically assume a causative 
r ela tionship where certain characteristics exhibi t a high 
correlation with rate of return to custody. The factors which 
determ~ne return OJ: an inaividual to prison are numerous and 
their interaction is otten complex. It is hoped that a rev~ew of 
these selected characteristics will, however, identity areas tor 
future in-depth study which will provide greater insight into the 
overall process by which certain persons are subJect to 
reincarceration while others are able to ma~ntain thernse1 ves in a 
free society. 

GENDER The largest prot-Ortion of the 1980 stUdy population 
'consisted of male inmates (7,372 or 9642%). This is consistent 
w~th the composition ot the total irunate populat~on where only 
about 3% are females. The rate of return for women was less than 
one-half ot that tor men. Ot thE: 289 women in the stUdY 
population, only 76 or 26.3% returned witl1in the follow-up perioo 
while 3,097 or 42.3% or the males returned. 

As with the 1980 study group, the combined releases tor 
1972-1980 was predorn~natea by males, 54,117 comparee to 1,986 
women. Hales returnee at over two times the rate for females 
(38.2% compared to 16.4%). Males were also much more likely to 
be r etur ned f or a new telony or: f ense as a co ur t commitment (19.4 % 
of the males released) than were women who registered only 5.4% 
ot those released who were subsequently returned as court 
commitments. Note, however, that the rates of return tor women 
in the 1980 cohort was markedly higher than in previous years. 

TABLE 6 
1972-1980 RELEASES: GENDER 

T:tEe of Return 
Total Returned to New Parole 

Sex Releases Custod:t Commitment Violation 

1980 Releases 7,661 3;173 41.4% 1,704 1,469 
Hale 7,372 3,097 42.0% 1,679 1,418 
Female 289 76 26.3% 25 51 

1972-1980 Releases 56,103 21,026 37.5% 10,582 10,443 
Male 54,117 20,701 38.3% 10,474 10,226 
Female 1,986 325 16.4% 108 217 

See Appendix Table B for inaividual years. 
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TABLE 7 
1980 RELEASES: ORIGINAL COMMITMENT CHARGE 

1 '380 RELEASES ~ETURNED TO TYPE OF RETURN 
OFFENSE ON TOTAL CUSTODY NEJ.I PAROLE 
COMMITMENT RELEASES NUMBER PERCENT COMMITMENT VIOLATOR 

TOTAL 7661 3173 41.42 1708 1465 

A. VIOLENT FEOLONY OFFENSES 3316 1380 41.62 720 660 

MURDER 28 6 21.43 3 3 
ATTEMPTED MURDER 27 5 18.52 5 0 
MANSLAUGHTER 1ST 250 67 26.80 23 39 
RAPE 1ST 129 54 41.86 24 30 
ROBBERY 1ST 810 370 45.68 201) 170 
ROBBERY 2ND 1133 549 48.46 283 266 
ASSAULT 1ST 118 40 33.90 18 22 
ASSAULT 2ND 178 55 30.90 34 21 
BURGLARY 1ST 12 4 33.33 1 3 
BURGLARY 2ND 135 76 56.30 39 37 
ARSON 1ST AND 2ND 24 8 33.33 4 4 
SODOMY 1ST 36 10 27.78 8 2 
SEXUAL ABUSE 1ST 60 10 16.67 4 6 
DANGEROUS J.lEAPONS 363 121 33.33 69 52 
KIDNAPPING 13 5 38.46 0 5 

B. OTHER FELOrW OFFENSES 

1. OFFENSES INIIOLl.'ING 1082 456 42.14 271 185 
VIOLENCE/COERCION 

MANSLAUGHTER 21m 160 <12 26.25 27 15 
eRIM. NEG. HOMICIDE 25 6 24.00 :2 4 
RAPE 21m AND 3RD 25 8 32.00 6 2 
ROBBER'r' 3RD 652 323 49.5<1 195 128 
ATTEMPTED ASSAULT 21m 73 26 35.62 13 13 
ATT SEXUAL ABUSE 1ST 16 3 18.75 2 1 
ARSON 3RD AND 4TH 57 21 36.84 11 10 
OTHER COERCIVE & VIOL. 74 27 36.49 15 12 

2. PROPERTY, DRUG AND 
OTHER OFFENSES 273<1 1102 <10.31 599 503 

BURGLARY 3RD 1060 576 54.34 341 235 
GRAND LARCENY 298 125 41.95 65 60 
DRUGS 1040 248 23.85 106 142 
FORGERY 94 48 51.06 27 21 
STOLEN PROPERTY 142 7<1 52.11 43 31 
ALL OTHER FELOUIES 100 31 31.00 17 14 

C. YOUTHFUL OFFENDERS 497 228 45.88 112 116 
JUVENILE DELINQUENTS 0 0 XXX 0 0 

D. OATA NOT AVAILABLE 32 7 21.88 6 
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Rl!:ASON FOR CONMITNENT The greatest part (93 .5~) Ot the 1980 
study po~ulation had been originally committed for felony 
o£tenses. Of the remainaer, 497 or 6.5%, were Youthiul 
Otfenders. Data were not readily available on commitment offense 
tor 32 cases. Table 7 groups comm1 bnent otienses 1nto the 
violent otfense ana other otfense categories specified in the 
1978 legislation which aesignates certain crimes against persons 
as violent felony otfenses (VFO). 

There was relatively little aifference in thE:! rate ot return 
between the three maJor telony groups. The v1olent. te10ny group 
had a return rate of 41.6% comparea to 42.1% ior tne other felony 
ortenses involving violence or coerC1on and 40.3% tor the 
l:-'roI:Jerty, drug and other telony group. Youtntul Ortenders had 
the highest return rate at 45.9%. 

There were marked differences in th~ rate ot return between 
indiviaual crimes however. ~nong those orienses witn markealy 
higner than average rates ot return we find: robbery (all 
degrees); burglary 2na and 3rdi grana larcenYi iorgery; ana 
stolen property. Among otfenses wlth return rates belOW the 
average were: muraer; nomicide; a5sault (all aegrees); arson 
(all degrees); dangerous weapons; k1onapping; sex crimes otUE:r 
than rape 1st; ana arugs. 

To comJ:.larE:~ tne nine annual release conores for thE:! lY72-l980 
perioa, otfenses nave been groupea 1nto 11 Ot the larger generic 
ielony categorles as well as Youtntul Ortenaers (see Appendix 
Table C). Comparing the 1980 conort to the 1972 conort we t1nd 
that all felony categories registered increased rates ot return 
except arugs WIllch remainea relat1vely unchangea ana other sex 
otienses which decl1ned trom 27.4¥i to 20.5¥i. Leading the telony 
categories with increasea rates ot return were rape up from 19.1% 
to 40.3%; forgery up from 33.7% to 51.1%; muraer up from 7.~% to 
20.0%; larceny up from 31.9% to 42.0% ana burglary uJ:.l from 45.4% 
to 54.4%. The cnange in rate of return for rape is tne SUbJect 
Ot a special report Y which analyzes the sharp increase in 
returns ot rape of tenders. A similar report on murder 
commitments is schedulea. 

!/Increase In Return Rate Ot Released Rape Commitments: 
1972-1977 New York State Depar~ent of Correctional 
Services, Donald Hacdonald and Gerald 8ala, 1985. 
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TABLE 8 
1972-1980 RELEASES: OFFENSE ON COMMITMENT 

OFFENSE ON 1972 - 1980 RELEASES 1972 RELEASES 1980 RELEASES 
COMMITMENT RETURNED RETURNED RETURNED 

TOTAL NUMBER PERCENT TOTAL NUMBER PERCENT TOTAL NUMBER PERCENT 

TOTAL OFFENSES 56103 21026 37.48 5593 1877 33.56 7661 3173 41.42 

TOTAL FELONIES 51423 18969 36.89 4892 1597 32.65 7132 2938 41.19 
MURDER 603 118 19.57 77 6 7.79 55 11 20.00 
MANSLAUGHTER 4654 1119 24.04 585 182 22.56 435 115 26.44 
P.OBBERY 18941 8300 43.82 1733 686 39.58 2595 1242 47.86 
BURGLARY 7181 3544 49.35 562 255 45 37 1207 656 54.35 
ASSAULT 3031 906 29.89 335 96 28 66 369 121 32.79 
LARCENY 2379 880 36.99 373 119 31.90 298 125 41.95 
RAPE 895 325 36.31 68 13 19 12 154 62 40.26 
OTHER SEX OFFENSES 732 215 29.37 73 20 27.40 :U2 23 20.54 
DRUGS 7303 1625 22.25 683 161 23.57 1040 248 23.85 
FORGERY 779 327 41.98 89 30 33.71 94 48 51.06 
DANGEROUS WEAPONS 2537 764 30.11 169 42 24.85 363 121 33.33 
OTHER FELONIES 2388 846 35.-43 145 37 25.52 410 166 -40.49 , 
MISDEMEANORS 426 133 31.22 217 75 34.56 0 0 0.00 --I 

\D 
I 

YOUTHFUL OFFENDERS 4037 1848 45.78 465 198 42.58 497 228 45.88 

JUVENILE DELIQUENT 108 35 32.41 19 7 86.84 0 0 XXX 

DATA NOT AVAILABLE 77 34 44.16 0 0 0.00 32 7 21.88 

[ 
l~ 
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TABLE 9 
1980 RELEASES: OFFENDERS RETURNED AS FELONY COMMITMENTS BY RETURN COMMITMENT OFFENSE 
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CRIME ON RETURN As previously stated, 22.2% or 1 , 704 of the 
1980 release cohort were returned to DOCS custody for conviction 
of a new telony. This section will look at the crimes for which 
these otfenders were returned to prison. The text will summarize 
the ret urn crimes by the four rna] or groupings ot' comm~ tment 
offenses as well as for certain specific crimes for which we 
oi,ten receive inquiries. Data for specific oitenses may be found 
in Table 9. Appenaix Table D provides comulative data for the 
1978-1980 periOd. 

Of the 719 offenders returned who were originally committed 
tor VFO crimes we tind that 512 or 71.2% returned for VFO 
cr imes. An addi tional 4.9 % (35) wer e r etur ned for coercive/other 
violent otfenses While the remainaer were returned for property 
or drug offenses. The return crimes of those 267 offenders 
originally committee for coercive/other violent oitenses had a 
lower portion ot VFO crimes, 66.7% (178). Only 7.9% (21) were 
returned with convictions tor coercive/other violent felonies 
while the remaining 25.5% were returnea tor property or drug 
felonies. The return crimes for the 599 orfenaers originally 
committed for property or drug felonies followed a different 
pattern. Only 40.7% (244) ot this grout! returned tor VFO charges 
ana an addit~onal 3.7% (22) returning on coercive/oth~r violent 
oi:cense charge5. The largest port~on, 55.6% (333) returned witn 
convictions for property or drug felon~es. 

The Youthful OI:tenaer category followea a tJattern more 
similar to the first two groups. 67.0% were returnea tor VFO 
crimes; 4.4% tor evo crimes; ana 28.6% for property ana drug 
felonies. 

The largest crime category for new felony conv~ctions was 
robbery 1st at 287 (16.8%) tollowed closely by burglary 3ra at 
284 (16.7%). Other return crime categories which were over 100 
included: robbery 2nd at 211 (12.4%); burglary 2na at 153 
(9.0%); drugs at 152 (8.9%) and weapons at 146 (8.6%). 

The tollow~ng summarlzes data on several speciiic crimes for 
which members of the 1980 release cohort were returned to DOCS 
custody. These crimes were selected ei ther because ot the 
seriousness of the offense or because of the large number of 
returned offenders. 

~turder There were 70 offenders returned for the crime 
ot murder. None of the persons originally committed 
for muraer was returned for that crime although one 
offende~ had pr ev iously been conv icted 01: attempted 
murder. The largest number returned for muraer, 30, 
had been originally committed for robbery (13 for 
robbery 1st; 12 for robbery 2nd and 5 for robbery 
3rO). Eight of those returned for murder had been 
originally committed for assault (2 tor assault 1st; 4 
for assault 2nd; ana 2 I:or attempted assault 2nd). 
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There were 7 originally committed as Youthful Offenders 
who were returned for muraer. Dangerous weapons 
accounted for 6 of those returned for murder toll owed 
by burglary 3ra at 5. None of. the other categories 
totalea more than 3. 

Manslaughter 1st There were 18 otfenaers returned for 
manslaughter 1st. None haa been originally committed 
ror this cr~me. Again, robbery accountea for the 
largest number at 11 (2 for robbery 1st; 7 tor robbery 
2nd ~nd 2 tor robbery 3rd). The only other original 
commitment category witn more than two was burglary 3rd 
at 3. 

Rape 1st Tnere were 33 otfenders returned for rape 
1st. Five ot those orig~nally committed for rape 1st 
were returnea for this crime. Robbery accountea for 13 
ot the returns (3 tor robbery 1st; 4 tor robbery 2nd 
and 6 for robbery 3ra). £Ilanslaughter 1st accountea for 
3 returns for rape 1st. No otner catgory exceedea two 
returns for this cr~me. 

Robbery 1st The single largest crime on return was 
robbery 1st at 287. ot these, 156 had or~ginally been 
cow~ittea for robbery (50' tor robbery 1st; 59 tor 
robbery 2nd ana 47 for robbery 3ra). Burglary maae up 
tne next largest group at 34 (4 ror burglary 2na and 30 
for burglary 3rd). Youtll:cul Otfenaers at 21 maae up 
the next largest group followea by aangerous weapons at 
13 ana by arugs at 11. The rernainaer of returns were 
scattered among various cornm~ tment categories wi th none 
larger than seven. 

RObbery 2nd There were 211 otfenders returned ror 
robbery 2na. Ot these 125 had originally been 
committea for roobery (39 for robbery 1st; 53 ror 
robbery 2nd ana 33 for robbery 3rd). Burglary at 26 
was the next largest group (4 tor burglary 2nd and 22 
for burglary 3rd). Youthful Otfenaers accounted for 21 
with no other category with more than six. 

Burglary 3rd There were 284 offenders returned tor 
burglary 3 rd. Ot these, 149 had or iginally been 
committea for burglary (12 for burglary 2nd and 137 for 
burglary 3rd). Tnere were 58 originally committed for 
robbery (19 for robbery 1st; 22 for robbery 2nd and 17 
for robbery 3rd). Youthrul Ottenders accounted tor 21 
followed by grand lar ceny at 12 ana stolen proper ty at 
10. No otner category total~d more than six. 
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AGE ON RELEASE The mea~an age ot the 1980 stUdy population 
at time ot release was 27.6 years. The largest five-year 
category was the 25-29 year ola group which accounted ior 25.6% 
(1,959) ot all releases. The releases tenaed to be unaer 30 
year s of age w~ th 62.2% falling wi thin the 16-29 age on release 
group which spans only 14 years while the rema~naer ot the 
releases were spread over a 35 year plus category ranglng from 30 
to 65 ana over. 

Among those r etur ned to custody, th e medi an age at time ot 
release was 26.3 years or 1.3 years younger than the total study 
population. Corresponaing1y, persons not returned had a median 
age ot 28.7 years or 1.1 years greater than the total study 
population. The 16-18 year ola group registered the highest rate 
of return wlth more than na1t (53.9%) returned within tivE years 
ot release. As age on time ot release increased tne proportion 
ot cases returned to custody aecreased for each age category. 

A slmilar pa ttern ot returns is ±oun'd for those returned for 
new t elony cornrni tment s. The median age on release of tho 5e 
returnea as new commitments was 25.8 years. The 19-20 year old 
category haa the highest: rate of return at 28.2% wnile the 16-18 
year ola category returnea at a rate ot 24.tj%. The proportion ot 
returns aecreasea as age on release increased tor each successive 
category. Among tnose returned for vlolation ot parole the 
meaian age at time ot release was 26.8 years, over one hali a 
year greater than tilose returnea tor new commitments. The 
pattern of higher ret:urn rates tor younger releases app1iea to 
the returned violators also. The highest: rate of return (29.1%) 
was founa among the 16-18 year ola category wi th aecreasing rates 
of return for successive age categories. 

TABLE 10 
1980 RELEASES: AGE AT TIME OF RELEASE 

TOTAL RETURNED RETURNED RETURNED NIlT 
RELEASES TO CUSTODY NEU COMMITMENT PAROLE VIOLATION RETURNED 

NUMBER PERCENT NUMBER PERCENT NUMBER PERCENT NUMBER PERCENT 

ALL AGES 761>1 3173 41.42 1704 22.24 1469 19.18 44:38 58.58 

16-18 206 111 5:3.88 51 24.i'6 60 29.1:3 '35 <16.12 
19-20 78:3 414 52.87 221 28.22 193 24.65 36'3 47.13 
21-24 1820 838 46.04 499 27.42 339 18.63 982 53. '3G 
25-29 1959 885 45.18 495 25.27 390 19.91 1074 54.82 
30-34 1338 521 38.94 249 18.61 272 20.33 817 61.06 
35-39 701 220 31.38 106 15.12 114 16.26 481 68.62 
40-44 418 ':36 22.97 44 10.53 52 12.44 322 77.03 
45-49 218 52 23.85 26 11.93 26 11.93 166 76.15 
50-64 191 28 14.66 10 5.24 18 9.42 163 85.34 
65 AND OVER 18 4 22.22 2 11.11 2 11.11 14 77.78 
DATA NOT AVAILABLE 9 4 44.44 1 11.11 3 33.33 5 55.5& 

MEDIAN AGE (IN YEARS) 27.6 26.3 XXX 25.8 :O:XX 26.8 XXX 28.3 XXX 
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The meaian age at time OJ: release OJ: the combined 1972-1980 
study population was 27.6 years. The 21-29 category accounted 
for one-nalf ot those re1easea with another 13.2% being under 21 
years ot age. The rema~n~ng 36.3% ot the study population fell 
into the 30 years ana over categories. 

Among those returnea to custody, tne median age on return 
was 25.2 years at time ot release. This was J:our years younger 
tnan 29.2 years ot age ot those who dia not return. The 16-20 
year ola group reg~sterea the hiynest rate ot return w~th nearly 
halt (49.9%) returnea w~tn~n tive years qt release. Each 
successive age group haa aecreas~ng rates OJ: return. Th~s 
reauction ~n rate Ot return as age on release increased was iouna 
in each ot tne nine stuay conorts. 

TABLE 11 
1972-1980 RELEAS ES: RETURNS BY AGE ON RELEASE 

RELEASE AGE RT TIME OF RELE~SE* 
COHORTS 50 RND 
B'r' 'r'ERR 16-20 21-29 30-39 <10-<19 OVER TOTIIL 

1972-1980 RELEASES 1411 28301 1376<1 <1725 1881 56082 
NUMBER RETURNED 3696 11329 4609 1084 293 17842 

PERCENT 49.87 40.03 33.49 22.94 15.58 31.81 

1972 RELE~SES 768 2nl) 1295 550 242 5591 
NUMBER RETURNED 354 950 427 108 38 1877 

PERCENT 46.09 34.72 32.97 19.64 15.70 33.57 

1973 RELERSES 743 2793 1223 47<1 16<1 5397 
NUMBER RETURNED 356 1093 359 123 27 1958 

PERCENT 47.91 39.13 29.35 25.95 16.<16 36.28 

1974 RELEASES 744 2605 1245 461 167 5222 
NUMBER RETURNED 347 981 402 104 25 1859 

PERCENT 46.64 37.66 32.29 22.56 14.97 35.60 

1975 RELEASES 710 2744 1385 515 192 5546 
NUMBER RETURNED 372 1054 409 116 22 1973 

PERCENT 52.39 38.41 409.00 116.00 22.00 35.58 

1976 RELEflSES 875 3192 1511 508 251 6343 
NUMBER RETURNED 411 1225 485 98 40 2259 

PERCENT 46.97 38.38 32.10 19.29 15.56 35.61 

1977 RELEASES 827 3416 1615 566 234 6658 
NUMBER RETURNED 418 1294 558 132 38 2440 

PERCENT 50.54 37.88 34.55 23.32 16.24 36.65 

1978 RELEASES 825 3361 1682 493 197 6558 
NUMBER RETURNED 423 1368 598 130 29 2548 

PERCENT 51.27 <10.70 35.55 26.37 14.72 38.85 

1979 RELERSES 930 3675 1769 522 219 7115 
NUMBER RETURNED <190 1641 630 125 42 2928 

PERCENT 52.69 <14.65 35.61 23.95 19.18 41.15 

1980 RELEtl5ES 989 3779 2039 636 209 7652 
NUMBER RETURNED 525 1723 741 148 32 3169 

PERCENT 53.08 45.59 36.34 23.27 15.31 41.<11 

AGE DATA Nor READILY AVAILABLE ON 21 CASES. 
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ETHNIC GROUP The ethnic distribution f:>f the study 
population closely followed that or the inmate population under 
custOdy in DOCS iacili ties durlng 1980. The largest por tion oi 
releases, 3,815 or 49.8%, were in the black ethnic group. Whites 
comprised the secona largest group with 2,293 or 29.9%. Persons 
or Puerto Rlcan bi rth or parentage account€~d tor 1,508 or 19.7% 
and other ethnic groups made up the rernainjLng 45 or 0.6%. 

The highest rate or return was observed ln tl1E~ black etJ:lnic 
group at 45.1% rol10wea by the Puerto Rlca.I1 ethnic group at 
45.0%, tile white group at 33.2% rOllowed by th8 ottler ethnlc 
grouJ:? at 31.1%. Tlle same r~lationships lH~ld true for all nlne 
annual r81ease cohorts irom 1972 through 1980. 

TABLE 12 
1972-1980 RELEASES: ETHNIC GROUP 

Returnea Not 
Ethnic Total Releases _-.J'o Custoay Return8a 
GrouE Nwnber Percent N urn be r Per cent Nwnber Percent 

1980 Releases 7,661 100.0% 3,173 41.4% 4,488 58.6% 
Black 3,815 100.0% 1,719 45.1% 2,096 54.~'5 
Whlte 2,293 100.0% 762 33.2% 1,531 66.8% 
Puerto Rlcan* 1,508 100.0% 678 45.0% 830 55.0% 
Other 45 100 .0% 14 31.1% 31 68.9% 

1972-80 Releases 56 ,103 100.0% 21,026 37.5% 35,077 62.5% 
Black 30,530 100.0% 12,253 40.1% 18,277 59.9% 
White 15,619 100.0% 5,052 32.4!6 10,567 67.6% 
Puerto Rican* 9,685 100.0% 3,645 37.6% 6,040 62.4% 
Other 269 100.0% 76 28.2% 193 71.7% 

*Incluaes persons 01' Puerto Rican birth or parentage. 
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RETURNS BY PRIOR CRHIINAL RECORD A decided maJority OJ: both 
the 1980 cohort ana the combined 1972-1980 release populations 
had a prior adult criminal record. The follow~ng data are for 
the combined nine release conort s. The 1980 cohor t toll owd a 
pattern similar to the prior 1972-1979 study groups. Ot the 
56,103 persons released 12.6% or 7,083 haa no prior law 
entorcement contacts according to information on individual 
cr~minal history summaries proviaed by the Division of Criminal 
Justice Services. One out of four, 22.0~ or 12,319, had a prior 
arrest record but without a conviction while 12.2% or 6,859 had 
been convicted but not sentenced to incarceration. OVer half, 
53.2% or 29,842 had servea time in penal facilities J:or prior 
otfenses with 15,370 or 27.4~ committed to local facil~ties only 
and 14,472 or 25 .8% comm~t'tea to state facilities. 

The rate of return tenaed to vary with the seriousness ot 
the prior record. The lowest rate of return in every year was 
r egi ster ed by the no pr ior ar rest group (21.!::3 %). TIle two 
categories with no prior recore of incarceration had quite 
similar rates of return. Those with only a prior arrest but no 
record ot conviction returnee at a rate ot 33.8% while those with 
a prior conviction but no incarceration returned at a rate of 
33.3%. Those with a prior term ot incarcerat~on tenaea to return 
at higner rates with 44.7% of those with prior local t~me 
returned ana 42.6% with prior state time returned. 

TABLE 13 
1972-1980 RELEASES: RETURNS BY PRIOR CRIMINAL RECORD 

RELEASE NO Pf;:IOI~ PRIOR 
COHORTS PRIOR ARf;:EST COHVICTION LOCAL STATE 
BY YEAR RECORD (INL'( ONLY JAIL PRISON TOTAL 

1972 - 1980 RELEASES 7(183 1231'~ 6859 15370 14472 56103 
NUMBER RETURNED 1543 417IJ 2287 6866 6160 21026 

PERCENT 21.78 33.85 33.34 44.67 42.56 37.48 

1980 RELEASES 922 1313 1138 2385 1903 7661 
NUNBER RETURNED 201 444 413 1222 893 3173 

PERCENT 21.80 33.82 36.29 51.24 46.93 41.42 
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TINE SERVED IN DOCS CUSTODY This section deals w~th time 
served in DOCS facili~ies ana subsequent return to custody. 
Table 14 presents data for the 1976-1980 release cohorts. No 
singular relationship between time servea and rate of return 
appears in these data. The lowest rate of return (25.7%) is 
registerea by offencers serving one year in DOCS tacili ties. 
However, tne two adjo~ning categories show much higher return 
rates witn otfenaers serving less than 12 months returning at a 
rate of 38.6% ana those servlng 13-lH months returning at 37.3%. 
The highest rate o~ return is shown for tnose serving 3 to 4 
years at 44.0%. Those servlng over five years had a rate ot 
return, 38.8~, similar to those serving 13-18 montns. 

TABLE 14 
1976-1980 RELE~~ES: TIME SERVED AND RATE OF RETURN 

RELEASE 
COHORTS 
BY I'EAR 

1976-1980 RELEASES 
NUMBER RETURNED 

PERCENT 

1976 RELEASES. TOTAL 
NUMI:IER RETURNED 

PERCENT 

1977 RELEASES. TOTAL 
NUMBER RETURNED 

PERCENT 

1978 RELEASES. TOTAL 
NUMBER RETURNED 

PERCENT 

1979 RELEASES, TOTAL 
NUMBER RETURNED 

PERCENT 

1980 RELEASES. TOTAL 
NUMBER RETURNED 

PERCENT 

rIrIE SERL'ED IN DOCS FACILIrIES 

LESS THAN 12 13 - 18 19 - 24 2 - 3 3 - 4 4 - 5 5+ 
12 MONTHS MONTHS MorlTHS MONTHS YEARS YEARS ~'EARS YEARS TOTAL 

3270 
1261 

38.56 

626 
243 

38.82 

639 
232 

36.31 

579 
225 

38.86 

535 
204 

38.13 

891 
35i' 

40.07 

2388 
614 

25.i'1 

592 
165 

2i'.87 

646 
165 

25.54 

431 
101 

23.43 

379 
85 

22.43 

340 
98 

28.82 

8150 
3042 

37.33. 

175(1 
59;1 

33.89 

1817 
65E. 

36.10 

163e. 
58E. 

35.&2 

1480 
597 

40.34 

1467 
610 

41.58 

7821 
3059 

39.11 

1367 
491 

35.92 

1379 
518 

37.56 

1630 
643 

39.45 

1789 
718 

40.13 

1656 
689 

41.61 

7668 
3267 

42.61 

1340 
510 

38.06 

1391 
561 

40.:33 

13&7 
602 

44.04 

1814 
824 

45.42 

1756 
770 

43.85 

2746 
121)'3 

44.03 

335 
150 

4<1.78 

446 
177 

39.6'3 

522 
224 

42.'31 

579 
278 

48.01 

864 
380 

43.'38 

1241 
4'32 

;;9.65 

117 
<l3 

36.75 

177 
74 

<11.81 

213 
'32 

43.19 

344 
145 

42.15 

3'30 
138 

35.38 

1058 
410 

38.75 

218 
65 

2'3.32 

168 
58 

34.52 

180 
79 

43.89 

195 
77 

39.49 

297 
131 

44.11 

3<l342 
13354 
38.89 

6345 
2260 

35.62 

6663 
2441 

36.6<1 

6558 
2552 

38.91 

7115 
2928 

41.15 

7661 
3173 

41.42 
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Table 15 indicates time served and rate of return by type ot 
release (i.e. parole and conaitional release). The maximum 
expiration group is excluaed as these cases have haa prior 
episOdes of DOCS incarceration on their current commitment and 
these prior perioa of incarceration are not readily available 
f rom mater iaL contained on our computer f il e. 

For the ~arole group the lowest rate of return, 24.1% is 
registered by persons who served one year. The rate of return 
increases with each successive tune servea group through the 3-4 
year group which peaks at 42.7%. The next two groups then 
aecllne from this peak. 

Ther e seems to be no real l?a ttern in the conai ti onal rel ease 
groul? Those offenders releasea after serVlng one year have the 
secona highest rate of return, 48.3%. The lowest return rate is 
tor tnose spending 19-24 months (41.7%). The highest rate ot 
return is rouna in the 3-4 year group (48.4%). TIle range of 
variation in rate ot re~urn between time served groups is less 
for conaitional releases tnan for paroles. The CR group has a 
range of only 6.7% from a high 01: 48.4% to a low or: 41.7%. The 
range tor paroles is 24.2% trom a nigh or 42.7% to a low of 
18.5%. 

TABLE 15 
1976-1980 RBLEAS ES : RELEASE rrYPE BY TIl-1E SERVED 

AND RATE OF RETURN 

rIME SERVED IN DOCS FACILITIES 
RELEASE 
COHORTS LESS THAN 12 13 - 18 19 - 24 2 - 3 3 - 4 4 - 5 5+ 
B'r' VEAR 12 MONTHS 110NTHS 110NTHS 110NTHS 'r'EARS 'r'EARS 'r'EARS 'r'EARS TOTAL 

197&-1980 PAROLES 676 2230 6554 4936 5222 2011 975 879 23483 
NUI1BER RETURNED 255 539 2307 1859 2129 858 369 327 8643 

PERCENT 37.72 24.17 35.20 37.66 40.77 42.67 37.85 37.20 36.81 

197&-1980 CR'S 748 145 1579 2872 2404 715 256 166 8885 
tml1BER RETURNED 32i' 70 727 1197 1127 346 120 79 3993 

PERCENT 43.72 48.28 46.04 41.68 46.88 48.39 46.88 47.59 44.9<1 
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RETURNS OF PREDICATE FELONY OFFENDERS Of the 7,661 
otfenaers in the stUdy population there were 2,309 (30.1%) who 
had originally been committed as predicate felony otfenders 
(usually referred to as "secona felony offenders"). These second 
telony otfenders returnea to prison at a much higher rate (4/.8%) 
than aid the first felony oitenaers who returnee at a rate ot 
38.7%. Among the three maJor crime groupings the highe8t rate ot 
return was founa among property/drug crimes at 50.4%. Secona 
highest was other vlo1ent/coercive crimes at 49.0% followed by 
violent felony otfenses at 44.2%. For each of these groups the 
preaicate felony commitments had a higner return rate than the 
first telony commltment group. 

There was conslaerab1e variation by indivldual crime (see 
AJ:.lJ:.>endix Table F) in the return rates for predicate offenders. 
The highest return rates ior preaicate commitments included: 
burglary 2nd~ robbery 3rd; burglary 3ra~ rape 1st; stolen 
property; robbery 2nd; ana attempted muraer. All of these crimes 
haa return rates ot over 50.0%. Crimes with return rates ot less 
than 35.0% included: muraer; attempted sexual abuse 1st; sexual 
abuse 1st; manslaughter 2na; raJ:.le 2nd-3ra; drugs; arson; and 
manslaugnter 1st. 

TABLE 16 
1980 RELEASES: RETURNS OF PREDICATE FELONY OFFENDERS 

FI RST FElON'r FI RST FElON'~ PREDICATE FELONY PREDICATE FELONy 
OFFENSE ON OFFENDERw OFFEtlDER RETURNS OFFENDERlElE OFFENDE~: RETURNS 
COMMITMENT RELEASES NUMBER PERCENT RELEASES /lUMBER PERCENT 

TOTAL 5352 206'3 38.66 230'3 1104 4i'.81 

A. VIOLENT FEOlONY OFFENSES 2445 '3'35 40.70 871 385 44.20 

B. OTHER FELONY OFFENSES 

1. OFFENSES INVOLVING 680 25'3 38.0'3 402 1'3i' 4'3.00 
VIOLENCE/COERCION 

2. PROPERTY, DRUG AND 
OTHER OFFENSES 16'38 580 34.16 1030 522 50.3'3 

C. YOUTHFUL OFFENDERS 4'37 228 45.88 0 0 0.00 
JUVENILE DELINQUENTS 0 0 0.00 0 0 0.00 

D. DATA NOT AVAILABLE 32 7 21.88 0 0 0.00 

wINCLUDES THOSE SENTENCED AS FIRST FELONY OFFENDERS AND 
CLASS A FELONS NOT SUBJECT TO PREDICATE SENTENCING. 

~~tNClUDES 2,30'3 UITH SECOND FELONY SENTENCES 
AND 22 UITH PERSISTENT SELON't' SENTENCES. 
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SUf.lMARY Among the 7,661 inmate cohort released trom DOCS 
facilities in 1980, two out ot five (41.4%) returned to DOCS 
custOdY within five years ot the date on which they were 
released. Conviction on a new felony charge was the cause of 
return for 22.3% while vlolation of parole resulted in the return 
of 19.1%. Well over half (62.5~) were back in prison wlthin two 
years. The median time to return was 19.9 monthS. 

Women retUrned to custody at a much lower rate (26.3%) than 
aia men (42.0%). Persons committea tor burglary had the highest 
(54.4%) rate of return while murder commitments had the lowest 
return rate (20.0%). Oftenaers who were olaer at time of release 
tended to return at a lower rate than did those in the younger 
age brackets. The meaian age at time of release of those 
retUrned was 26.3 years compared to 28.3 years ior those who aid 
not return. Persons with more serious prior criminal records 
returned at a higher rate than those with no prior history. 
Blacks were returnea to custoay at a rate ot 45.1% while Puerto 
Rlcalls and whites registered rates of 45.0% and 33.2% 
respectively. There was relatively little ditterence in the 
return rate for Vlolent Felony Ottenaers (41.6%); offenses 
involving viOlence/coercion (42.1%); and property/arug oiienses 
(40.3%). There were however markea differences between 
inCilvlaucd. crimes. Ot t!lOse returnea as court comnn tments the 
largest single crime category on return was robbery 1st at 287 
followed by burglary 3rc at 284; ana by robbery 2na at 211. 

In retros~ect the proportion ot releases returning to 
custoay aecllned in the early 1970 's comparea to levels OJ: the 
prior decade. A scuay* ot 1969 original releases to parole 
supervlsion recoraeo a 46.1% level Ot recurn to custody. The 
analysis ot the nine release cohorts for 1972-1980 indicates tnat 
the return rate declined to a low of 33.6% in 1972. This oecline 
primarily reflectea a drop in returns for parole violation. The 
overall return has risen by 7.9% since 1972 to the 1980 level of 
41.4%. Both returns for new felony commitments and tor parole 
violation have sharea In trus increased rate of return. 

Each year the release experience ot various irunate cohorts 
releasea from facili ty custody of the De1>artment ot Correctional 
SerVlces is reviewed. The data base developed in this process 
serves as a resource for examination ot the interaction of 
various characteristics and insti tutional program experience 
which relate to the probability of ex-offenaers to remain at 
liberty in a free society as compared to those WhO are 
reincarcerated. 

*"Five Year Follow-Up ot 1969 Releases": New York State 
Department of Correctional Servi.ces, prepared by Mr. Donald 
lvlacdonald and £llrs. Emma Lou Hamllton, October 197!:>. 
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TABLE A 
1972-1980 RELEASES: REASON FOR RETURN BY RELEASE TYPE 

1980 RELEASES 
RELEASE TYPE 
AND YEAR NUMBER RETURNED r~ETURNED 
OF RELEASE RELEASED NEW COMMITMENT VIOLATIDN 

OF PAROLE 
NUMBER PERCENT NUMBER PERCENT 

TOTAL 1972 -1980 56103 10582 18.86 10443 18.61 
PAROLE 37936 6055 15.96 7607 20.21 
CONDITIONAL RELEASE 13765 3188 23.16 2776 20.17 
MAXIMUM EXPIRATION 4402 1839 30.42 a 0.00 

TOTAL 1972 5593 876 15.66 1001 17.90 
PAROLE 8582 LJ58 12.79 781 21.80 
CONDITIONAL RELEASE 1032 175 16 96 220 21.82 
MAXIMUM EXPIRATION 979 ELJS 2LJ.82 0 0.00 

TOTAL 1978 5400 9LJ6 17.52 1017 18 83 
PAROLE 3788 59LJ 15.68 812 21.41.J 
CONDITIONAL RELEASE 1051 215 20.46 205 19.51 
MAXIMUM EXPIRATION 561 187 2,fJ.LJ2 0 0.00 

TOTAL 1974 5222 988 17.96 921 17.611 
PAROLE 3429 514 lLJ.99 662 19.81 
CONDITIONAL RELEASE 1383 296 21:1:.21 259 19 LJ3 
MAXIMUM EXPIRATION LJ60 128 2:1.88 0 O.UO 

TOTAL 1975 5546 981 17.69 992 17 89 
PAROLE 3654 5~/8 15.27 700 19. 16 
CONDITIONAL RELEASE 1464 310 21.17 292 19 95 
MAXIMUM EXPIRATION 428 113 26,40 0 0 00 

TOTAL 1976 6345 1100 17.34 1160 18.28 
PAROLE 4445 662 14.89 821 18.1.17 
CONDITIONAL RELEASE 1522 313 20.57 839 22.27 
MAXIMUM EXPIRATION 878 125 33.07 0 0.00 

TOTAL 1977 6668 1288 18.58 1202 18.04 
PAROLE 4828 768 15.91 934 19.85 
CONDITIONAL RELEASE 1449 841 23.53 268 18.50 
MAXIMUM EXPIRATION 886 129 33.42 0 0.00 

TOTAL 1978 6558 1819 20.11 1288 18.80 
PAROLE 4520 738 16.22 921 20.38 
CONDITIONAL RELEASE 1663 444 26.70 312 18.76 
MAXIMUM EXPIRATION 875 142 37.87 0 0.00 

TOTAL 1979 7115 1480 20.80 1448 20.85 
PAROLE 4730 847 17.91 1016 21.48 
CONDITIONAL RELEASE 2057 514 24.99 1.J82 21.00 
MAXIMUM EXPIRATION 328 119 36.28 0 0.00 

TOTAL 1980 7661 1704 22.24 1469 19.18 
PAROLE 4960 921 18.57 1020 20.56 
CONDITIONAL RELEASE 2194 580 26.44 LJ49 20.1.J6 
MAXIMUM EXPIRATION 507 203 40.04 0 0.00 
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TABLE B 
1972-1980 RELEASES: REASON FOR RETURN BY GENDER 

1980 RELEASES 
GENDER 
AND YEAR NUI1BER TOTAL RETURNED RETURNED RETURNED 
OF RELEASE RELEASED NEU COMI1ITMENT VIOLATION 

OF PAROLE 
NUI1BER PERCENT NUI1BER PERCENT NUI1BER PERCENT 

.. 
TOTAL 1972 - 1980 
TOTAL 58103 21026 37.48 10582 18.86 10443 18.61 
MALES 54117 20701 38.25 10474 19.35 10226 18.90 
FEI1ALES 1986 325 16.36 108 5.44 217 10.93 

TOTAL 1972 
TOTAL 5593 1877 33.56 876 15.66 1001 17.90 
MALES 5417 1856 34.26 869 16.04 987 18.22 
FEI1ALES 176 21 11.93 7 3.98 14 7.95 

TOTAL 1~73 
TOTAL 5400 1963 36.35 946 17.52 1017 18.83 
I1ALES 5192 1934 37.25 939 18.09 995 19.16 
FEMALES 208 29 13.94 7 3.37 22 10.58 

TOTAL 1974 
TOTAL 5222 1859 35.60 938 17.96 921 17.64 
MALES 5033 1836 36.48 926 18.40 910 18.08 
FEI1ALES "189 23 12.17 12 6.35 11 5.82 

TOTAL 1975 
TOTAL 5546 1973 35.58 981 17.69 992 17.89 
I1ALES 5340 1948 36.48 971 18.18 977 18.30 
FEMALES 206 25 12.14 10 4.85 15 7.28 

TOTAL 1976 
TOTAL &345 2260 35.62 1100 17.34 11&0 18.28 
MALES 612& 2233 36.45 1092 17 .83 1141 18.&3 
FEI1ALES 219 27 12.:33 8 3.&5 19 8.&8 

TOTAL 1977 
TOTAL &663 2441 36.64 1238 18.58 1202 18.04 
MALES 6432 2402 37.34 1223 19.01 1178 18.31 
~EI1ALES 231 39 16.88 15 6.49 24 10.39 

TOTAL 1978 
TOTAL 6558 2552 38.91 1319 20.11 1233 18.80 
I1ALES 6336 2515 39.69 1307 20.63 1208 19.07 
FEI1ALES 222 37 16.67 12 5.41 25 11.26 

TOTAL 1979 
TOTAL 7115 2928 41.15 1480 20.80 1448 20.35 
I1ALES 6869 2880 41.93 1468 21.37 1412 20.5& 
FEMALES 246 48 19.51 12 4.88 36 14.63 

TOTAL 1980 
TOTAL 7661 3173 41.42 1704 22.24 1469 19.18 
I1ALES 7372 3097 42.01 1679 22.78 1418 19.23 
FEI1ALES 289 76 26.30 25 8.65 51 17 .65 
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TABLE C 

1972-1980 RELEASES: RETURNS BY COMMITMENT OFFENSE 

1980 RELEflSES 
OFfENSE ON 1972 - 1980 RELERSES 1972 RELEftSES 1973 RELEflSE5 1974 RElEflSES 1975 RELEflSES 
COI1I1ITI1ENT RETURNED RETU~:tlED RETURNED RETURNED RETURNED 

TOi"fIL NUI1BER PERCENT TOTftL NUI18EP. PERCENT TOTftL HUI1SER PERCENT TOTflL NUI18ER PERCENT TOTflL NUI18ER PERCENT 

TOTftL OffENSES 56103 21026 37.48 5593 1877 33.56- 5400 1963 36.35 5222 1859 35.60 5546 1973 35.58 

TOTftL fEUlNIES 51423 18969 36.89 4892 1597 32.65 4836 1746 36.10 4743 1668 35.17 5165 1777 34.40 
I1URDER 6-03 118 19.57 77 6 7.79 69 9 13.04 50 10 20.00 121 23 19.01 
I1I1NSLflUGHTER 4654 1119 24.04 585 132 2.L56 552 128 23.19 560 131 23.39 525 96 18.29 
R06BERY 18941 8300 43.82 1733 686 39.58 1946 845 43.42 1773 746 42.08 1913 836 43.70 
BURGLftRY 7181 3544 49.35 552 255 45.37 560 259 46.25 555 254 45.77 624 282 45.19 
flSSflUlT 3031 906 29.89 335 96 28.66 325 87 26.77 328 95 28.96 358 104 29.05 
LftRCENY 2379 880 36.99 373 119 31.90 241 76 31.54 234 79 33.76 229 71 31.00 
RIlPE 895 325 ;;6.31 f8 13 19.12 55 14 25.45 52 19 36.54 76 24 31.58 
OTHER SEX OffENSES 732 215 29.37 73 20 27.40 64 22 34.3:3 80 20 25.00 86 22 25.58 
DRUGS 7303 1625 22.25 683 161 23.57 659 178 27.01 671 156 23.25 665 135 20.30 
fORGERY 779 327 41.98 89 30 33.71 80 37 46.25 60 21 35.00 72 31 43.06 
DftNGEROUS WEflPONS 2537 764 30.11 169 42 24.85 173 47 27.17 212 7!), 35.38 313 93 29.71 
OTHER fELONIES 23Sl' 846 35.43 145 37 25.52 112 44 39.29 168 62 36.90 183 60 32.79 

111SDEI1EflNORS 426 133 31.22 217 75 34.56 131 41 31-30 71 15 21.13 7 2 28.57 

YOUTHfUL OffENDERS 4037 1848 45.78 465 198 42.58 418 170 40.67 392 173 44.13 352 186 52.84 

JUVENILE DELIQUENT 108 35 32.41 19 7 36.84 13 4 30.77 15 2 13.33 22 8 36.36 
I 

DIlTfl NOT flVflILIlSLE 77 34 44.16 0 0 0.00 2 2 100.01) 1 1 100.00 w 
W 
I 

OffENSE ON 1976 RELEfl5E5 1977 RELEI15E5 1978 RELEIl5E5 1979 RELEflSES 1980 RElEft5ES 
COI1I1I TI1ENT RETURIIEO RETURNED REiUl<~ED RETURNED RETURNED 

TOTfll NUI1SER PERCENT TOTfll rlUI1BER PERCENT TOTfiL NUI18ER PERCENT TOTlll NUI1SER PERCENT TOTflL NUI1BER PERCENT 

TOTflL OffENSES 6345 2260 35.62 6663 2441 35.64 6558 2552 38.91 7115 :t928 41.15 7661 3173 41.42 

TOTflL fELONIES 5861 2040 34.81 6155 2202 35.78 6024 2323 38.515 6615 2678 <10.48 7132 2938 41.19 
I1URDER 74 14 18.92 66 18 27.27 38 16 42.11 53 11 20.75 55 11 20.00 
I1IlUSLAUGHTER 552 124 22.46 568 140 24.65 472 140 29.66 405 113 27.90 435 115 26.44 
ROBBERY 2090 867 41.48 <i~""\. 973 42 47 2212 986 44.53 2388 1119 46.86 2595 1242 47.86 
BURGLflRY 806 379 47,02 800 383 47.88 907 445 49.06 1160 631 54.40 1207 656 54.35 
flSSftULT 377 101 25.79 339 101 29.79 295 106 35.93 305 95 31.15 369 121 32.79 
LARCENY 233 90 37.82 259 96 37.07 246 108 <13.91) 261 116 44.44 291} 125 41.95 
RIlPE 93 3<1 36.56 132 57 43.18 134 53 39.55 131 49 37.40 154 62. 40.26 
or~LR 5EK OffENSES 77 25 32.47 77 23 29.87 72 25 34.72 91 35 3~L46 112 23 20.54 
DRUGS 797 147 18.44 921 180 19.54 898 195 21.71 969 225 23.22 1040 248 23.85 
fORGERY 88 ;;2 36.36 85 37 43.53 109 42 38.53 102 49 .<!lU14 94 48 51.06 
DIlNGEROUS WEflPONS 337 99 29.38 350 103 29.43 314 95 30.25 306 69 29.08 363 121 33.33 
OTHER fELONIES 332 128 ~8.55 267 91 34.08 327 112 34.25 444 146 32.68 410 166 40.49 

I1ISDEI1EflNORS 0 0 0.00 0 0 0.00 0 0 0.00 0 0 0.00 0 0 0.00 

YOUTHFUL OffENDERS 451 202 44.79 474 228 48.10 498 218 43.78 490 245 50.00 497 228 45.88 

JUVENILE DELIQUEIIT 12 4 33.33 15 <: 3333 9 4 44.44 3 1. 33.33 0 0 lI,xx .. 
DIlTIl Nor flVflILfiBLE 21 14 0.00 19 6 31.58 27 7 25.93 7 4 57.14 32 7 21.8~ 
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TABLE 0 
,J/ 1978-1980 RELEASES: OFFENDERS RETURNED AS FELOHY COMMITMENTS BY RETURN COMrHTMENT OFFENSE 
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TABLE E 
• 1972-1980 RELEASES: RETURNS BY ETHNIC GROUP 

1980 RELEASES 
ETHNIC GROUP 
AND \lEAR NUMBER TOTAL RETURNED RETURNED RETURNED 
OF RELEASE RELEASED NEU COMMITMENT VIOLATION 

OF PAROLE 
NUMBER PERCENT NUMBER PERCENT NUMBER PERCENT 

1972-1980 56103 21026 37.48 10583 18.86 10443 18.61 
BLACK 30530 12253 40.13 6367 20.85 5S86 19.28 
UHITE 15619 5052 32.35 2278 14.58 2774 17.76 
PUERTO RICAN. 9685 3645 37.64 1'308 1'3.70 1737 17.93 
OTHER 269 76 28.25 30 11.15 46 17.10 

1972 RELEASES 5593 1877 33.56 876 15.66 1001 17.90 
BLACK 3114 1109 35.61 552 17.13 557 17.89 
UHITE 1634 486 29.74 174 10.65 312 19.09 
PUERTO RICAN~ 824 271 32.89 148 17.96 123 14.93 
OTHER 21 11 52.38 2 9.52 9 42.86 

1973 RELEASES 5400 1963 36.35 947 17.54 1016 18.81 
BLACK 3170 1243 ~i9.21 634 20.00 609 19.21 
I.IHITE 1438 462 ~i2.13 193 13.42 269 18.71 
PUERTO RICANliI 782 253 :n.35 118 15.09 135 17 .26 
OTHER 10 5 50.00 2 20.00 3 30.00 

1974 RELEASES 5222 1859 ~i5.60 938 17 .96 921 17.64 
BLACK 3024 1130 37.37 £>17 20.,lQ 513 1£>.96 
UHITE 1355 449 ~i2.47 184 13.58 256 18.89 
PUERTO RICANl( 822 283 ::i4.43 136 16.55 147 17.88 
OTHE.'R 21 6 28.57 1 4.76 5 23.81 

1975 RELEASES 5546 1973 ;i5.58 981 17 .69 992 17.89 
BLACK ~197 1225 ~i8.32 638 19.96 587 18.36 
UHITE 1400 418 29.86 184 13.14 234 16.71 
PUERTO RICANl( 929 324 ::i4.88 157 16.90 167 17.98 
OTHER 20 6 ;iO.OO 2 10.00 4 20.00 

1976 RELEASES 6345 2260 ;i5.62 1100 17 .34 1160 18.28 
BLACK 3446 1319 ;i8.28 662 19.21 657 19.07 
UHITE 1814 571 ::il.48 254 14.00 317 17.48 
PUERTO RICANl( 1052 361 ;i4.32 181 17 .21 180 17.11 
OTHER 33 9 27.27 3 9.09 6 18.18 

1977 RELEASES 6663 2441 36.64 1238 18.58 1203 18.05 
BLACK 3681 1450 ;i9.39 754 20.48 696 18.91 
UHITE 1792 598 ;i3.37 258 14.40 340 18.97 
PUERTO RICANl( 1145 386 ;i3.71 223 19.48 163 14.24 
OTHER 45 7 15.56 3 6.67 4 8.89 

1978 RELEASES 6558 2552 ;i8.91 1319 20.11 1233 18.80 
BLACK 3525 1458 41.36 740 20.99 718 20.37 
wHITE 1785 594 33.28 293 16.4" 301 16.86 
PUERTO RICANl( 1208 492 40.73 281 23.26 211 17.47 
OTHER 40 8 20.00 5 12.50 3 7.50 

1979 RELEASES 7115 2928 41.15 1480 20.80 1448 20.35 
BLACK 3558 1600 44.97 816 22.93 784 22.03 
I.IHITE 2108 721 34.20 348 16.51 373 17.69 
PUERTO RICANl( 1415 597 42.19 311 21.98 286 20.21 
OTHER 34 10 29.41 5 14.71 5 14.71 

1980 RELEASES 7661 3173 41.42 1704 22.24 1469 19.18 
BLACK 3815 1719 45.06 954 25.01 765 20.05 
UHITE 2293 762 33.23 3~0 17 .01 372 16.22 
PUERTO RICAN. 1508 678 44.96 353 23.41 325 21.55 
OTHER 45 14 31.11 7 15.56 7 15.5& 
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TABLE F 
1980 RELEASES: ORIGINAL COMMITMENT CHARGE BY PREDICATE FELONY SENTENCE 

FrRST FELONY FlRST FELONY PREDICATE FELONY PR~[ICATE FELONY 
OFFENSE ON OFFENDERM OFFENDER RETURNS OFFENDERMM OFFENDER RETURNS 
COMMITMENT RELEASES NUMBER PERCENT RELEASES NUMBER PERCENT 

TOTAL 5352 2069 38.66 2309 1104 47.81 

A. VIOLENT FEOLON'r' OFFENSES 2445 '395 40.70 871 385 44.20 

MURDER 28 6 21.43 0 0 0.00 
ATTEMPTED MURDER 25 3 12.00 2 2 100.00 
MANSLAUGHTER 1ST 228 60 26.32 22 7 31.82 
RAPE 1ST 112 45 40.18 17 9 52.94 
ROBBERY 1ST 628 292 46.50 182 78 42.86 
ROBBER'r' 2ND 842 400 47.5.1 291 149 51.20 
ASSAULT 1ST 99 31 31.31 19 9 47.37 
ASSAULT 2ND 130 34 26.15 48 21 43.75 
BURGLAR." 1ST 11 3 27.27 1 1 0.00 
BURGLAR." 2ND % 53 55.21 39 23 58.97 
ARSON 1ST AND 2ND 22 7 31.82 2 1 0.00 
SODOM'" 1ST 31 8 25.81 5 2 40.00 
SEXUAL ABUSE 1ST 43 7 16.28 17 3 17.65 
DANGEROUS UEAPONS 137 41 29.S3 226 80 35.40 
I<I DNAPPI NO 13 5 38.46 0 0 0.00 

B. OTHER FELON." OFFENSES 

1. OFFENSES INVOLVING 680 259 38.09 402 197 49.00 
VIOLENCE/COERCION 

MANSLAUGHTER 2ND 126 33 26.19 34 '3 26.47 
CRIn. NEG. HOMICIDE 17 3 17.65 8 3 37.50 
RAPE 2ND AND 3RD 14 5 35.71 11 3 27.27 
ROBBERY 3RD 384 172 44.79 268 151 56.34 
ATTEMPTED ASSAULT 2ND 32 9 28.13 41 17 41.46 
ATT SEXUAL ABUSE 1ST '3 2 22.22 7 1 14.2'3 
ARSON 3RD a: 4TH 44 17 38.64 13 4 30.77 
OTHER COERCIVE a: L'IOL. 54 18 33.33 20 9 45.00 

2. PROPERTY, DRUG AND 
OTHER OFFENSES 1698 580 34.16 1036 522 50.39 

BURGLARY 3RD 464 247 53.23 5% 329 55.20 
GRAND LARCE"'r' 123 46 37.40 175 79 45.14 
DRUGS 968 226 23.35 72 22 30.56 
FORGERY 37 20 54.05 57 28 4S.12 
STOLEN PROPERT'r' 47 25 53.19 S5 49 51.58 
ALL OTHER FELONIES 59 16 27.12 41 15 36.59 

C. YOUTHFUL OFFENDERS 497 228 45.88 C 0 0.00 
JUVENILE DELINQUENTS 0 0 0.00 0 0 0.00 

D. DATA Nor AVAILABLE 32 7 21.88 0 0 0.00 

MINCLUDES THOSE SENTENCED AS FIRST FELONY OFFENDERS AND 
CLASS A FELONS NOT SUBJECT TO PREDICATE SENTENCING. 

MlIINCLUDES 2,30S UITH SECOND FELONY SENTENCES 
AND 22 UIrH PERSISTENT FELONV SENTENCES. 




