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INTRODUCTION

MEASURING VICTlf1iZATION

This bulletin is about citizens'
experiences as victims of crime in
Oregon.
The information comes
from the annual Survey of Serious
Crime conducted by the state Crime
Analysis Center.
Til is survey ha s been conducted
annually since 1978 and is run
during March and April of each
year.
The survey f CI'm eonta ins
questions on three topics: victimization and cost of crimes; citizens' use of crime prevention techniques; and their perception of
crime and opinions about certain
criminal justice issues.
For the past five years, survey
questionnaires have been mailed to
a random sample of 1,500 citizens
drawn from the Oregon drivers'
license fi Ie.
The information
presented in this report is based
on survey data from 1981 and 1982.
In these two years, 2,098 completed questionnaires were returned
--representing 70 percent of the
total sample and over 80 pel'cent
of the surveys wh i ch reached the
individuals to whom they were mailed (i.e., excluding those returned
as nonforwardab I e by the post
office). This is an exceptionally
high rate of return for a mail-out
survey, which definitely strengthens the reliability of the resulting data.
NOTES ON
VICTIMIZATION SURVEYS
It has long been recognized that a
1arge porti on of crimes committed
in our soc i ety are not reported to
the law enforcement authorities.
Victimization surveys can provide
a valuable supplement to officially reported crime statistics be-

cause victimization data includes
incidents not reported to tliePo:
Tf'Ce. The National Crime Survey,
conducted by the Bureau of Justice
Statistics, produces victimization
data for the nation as a whole.
However, no data specifica ily pertaining to Oregon is available
from this source.
The accuracy of a victimization
survey is, of course, dependent on
the accuracy of citizens' responses.
Individuals may sometimes forget about an incident,
inaccurately indicate when
it
occurred, or choose not to indicate the fact that they were victimized.
However, a 1978 study
comparing police records and victimization survey results in Port1and concl uded that the effect of
such misrepresenta:ions is not
significant enough to invalidate
the survey technique.*
It shou Id be recogn i zed that the
rates reported in this bulletin
are only estimates and may be
subj ec t to a samp 1i ng error of a
few percentage points.

The estimates presented in this
bulleti., are based on the combined
results of the 1981 and 1982 surveys (covering citizen victimization during calendar years 1980
and 1981).
In addition, the results were statistically "weighted" to control
for any age or sex bias in the
sample.
*Portl,~nd

Forward Records Check
of Crime Victims, National Institute of Law Enforcement and
Criminal Justice, 1978.

Criminal victimization may be measured in two ways: one can count
the total number of times a given
crime occurs within a population
(the incidence of that crime), or
the total number of people victimized by that crime within that
population (the ~evalence of a
crime). These measures may yield
quite different estimates, as certain individuals may be victimized
repeatedly during a given time
period.
The Oregon Serious Crime Survey
asks questions about the following
crimes:
\"obbery, forcible rape,
sexua I assault, theft or larceny.
assault and threatened assault
(menaci ng), burgl ary, yanda Ii sm,
and motor vehicle theft.
These
offenses are grouped into two general categories: ~sonal crimes
(robbery, rape, sexualassault,
theft,
assault
and threatened
and household
assault/menacing)
crimes (burglary, vandalism, and
motor vehicle theft). Though the
estimates presented here are based
on two years of data, all rates
reported are estimates for a single
one-year period.
VICTIMIZATION AND REPORTING
RATES FOR PERSONAL CRIMES
Survey data showed an annual violent crime rate of 64.3 incidents
per 1,000 Oregon i ans 15 years and
older.
Assaults accounted for
over 80 percent of these incidents,
and the great majority of assaults
were without the use of a weapon.
The rate of threatened assaults or
menacing incidents was 94.4 per
1,000.
Theft was the personal
crime occurring most frequently,
with an annual rate of 194.9 per
1,000.

VICTIHIZAIlOI/ NlD REf'OItTIlIG RATES - PERSOHI\l. CRIHES
(Annual Rate Based on Combined 1980 and 19BI Oal.)
VICTIHIZATIOH AHD RCPORTIlIG RATES - 1l0USEliOLO CRIMES
(Annual R.te B.,ed on Combined 19BO and 19B1 Data)
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For the crimes of rape, robbery,
sexual assault and assault with a
weapon, the number of incidents
involving survey respondents is
too small to project a reliable
rate of reporting to the police.
Less than one-fifth of unarmed
assaults were reported to law enforcement authorities, and the
reporting rate for threatened assaults was slightly lower than
this.
Forty-three percent (43%)
of all thefts were reported to the
police--a somewhat higher percentage than was found in ear 1i er
surveys.

REASON fOR IIOT REPORTIIir. CRIMES TO THE' POLICE

53i - Fclt it was useless

• 32% - Felt ft was not
4% - Afra Id of

retallatian

important enough

2% - Too much tIme
required

VICTIMIZATION AND REPORTING
RATES FOR HOUSEHOLD CRIMES
The total annual rate for household
crimes (burglary, vandalism, and
motor vehicle theft) was 336.5
incidents per 1,000 households,
with one-half of these offenses
being reported to the police.
Vandalism was the most frequent
crime (176.8 incidents per 1,000
households), followed by burglary
(138.2 per 1,000). Burglary was
the most 1ikely to be reported to
the police (61.7%) and vandalism
the least likely (40.7%). As was
the case for theft, the reporting
rates for burglary and. vandalism
were somewhat higher than found in
earlier surveys.
This suggests
that recent increases in the number of offenses reported by law
enforcement agencies may be due in
part to increased reporting of
certain crimes to the police by
citizens.

PERCENTAGE VICTIMIZED BY
AGE AND SEX
PERCElHAGE Of IIIOIVIOUALS VICTIMIZED - PERSOIIAL CRIHfS
(Annual Rate Based on Combined 19BO and 19B1 Oata)

Percentage Victimized
One or More Times
During Year

Off~!

VIOLEIIT CRIMES
Robbery
Forcible Rilpe

Se)(ual Assault
Asjault (weapon or body)
Total

THREATENED ASSAUL T/MUIAC IIIG
TlIEFT

0.4%
0.2%
0.4%
2.5%
2.9%
3.5%
13.6%

PERCENTAGE OF IIOUSE/IOLOS VICTIHIZEO
(Annual Rate Based on Combined 19BO and 1981 Oata)

REASONS FOR NOT REPORTING
CRIMES TO THE POLICE

_ _During Year_

BURGLARY

Survey results indicate that less
than three percent of the respondents were the victims of a violent
crime during the year. Three and
one-half percent (3.5%) experienced one or more threatened assaults,
and 13.6 percent were the victims
of theft. There are large differences between the victimization
rate and the percentage of individuals victimized for assaults and
threatened assaults. This reflects
the fact that there are a small
number of individuals who are
repeatedly victimized by these
crimes. The National Crime Survey
classifies some of these situations as "series victimizations."

For all three personal crime categories (Violent crime, threatened
assault, and theft), persons between 15 and 24 were by far the
most 1ikely to be victimized,
whi le persons over 50 were least
likely to become victims. Other
surveys have also shown that older
citizens are generally less likely
to be victimized, though they are
more likely to alter their 1ifestyles due to a fear of crime.

Percentage VJctlm!led
One or More Till1es

.Q.rr~~~

PERCENTAGE OF INDIVIDUALS AND
HOUSEHOLDS VICTIMIZED

The percentage of male victims of
violent crime, threatened assault,
and theft was somewhat higher than
the percentage of female vict ims.
Differences by age were even more
pronounced.

cOlTlpletei.J
attempted
Total

B.O%

2.9%
9.6%

MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT
(completed or atte.pted)

1.7%

VANDALISM
(co<!:pleted or attempted)

12.4%

TOTAL HOUSEIIOLO CRIME

19.1%

Survey respondents who were victims of a crime which they did not
report to the po 1ice were asked
the major reason for not reporting
the offense. The majority (53%)
felt that it was useless to report
as nothing could or would be done.
Thirty-two percent felt the crime
was not important enough to report;
only 4 percent were afraid of some
kind of retaliation.

PERCENTAGE VICTIMIZED BY SEX - PERSONAL CRIMES

VIOLEI/T CR IME
(Robbery, Forcible Rape,
Assault with weapon or body)

MaTe

female

3.7%

2.4%

TlIREATErIEO ASSAULT/MENACIIIG
THEFT

Over 19 percent of the households
were victimized one or more times
Vandalism was
during the year.
the most prevalent offense, affecting 12.4 percent of all households.
BUrglaries occurred in 9.6 percent
of the households surveyed.
•

5.21

2.1%

16.5%

11.5%

PERCENTAGE VICTIMIZEO BY AGE - PERSONAL CRIMES

VIOLENT CRIM;;
(Robbery. ForcIble Rape,
Assault with weapon or body)
THREATE/IEO ASSAULT/MEl/ACING
THEFT

!E!

£?~

35-49

50 and
~

6.7%

4.5%

1.4%

0.7%

6.7%

6.4%

2.1%

0.1%

20.2%

9.0%

13.9%

8.5%
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VICTlMIZATlONL
BY HOUSEHOLD SIZE
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INSURANCE ,;OVERAGE

The National Crime Survey has fl~und
a direct relationship between the
s j ze of the family or household
and the rate of household crime.
While the pattern in Oregon is
less direct or linear, households
with five or more persons were
significantly more likely to be
victimized than households with
four or less persons. Nearly 25
percent of the 1arger househo 1d s
were vi ct imi zed dur i ng the year as
opposed to about 19 percent of the
smaller households.

49% .. None covered

PERCENTAGE REPORTEO TO POLICE - BY AGE
PERSONAL CRIMES

4% - All of loss covered
15-24
25-34
J5-49
50 & Over

S

OX
40%

INSURANCE COVERAGE
IF LOSS INCURRED

4B%
LOSS OR REPLACEllENT VALUE fOR
STOLEN OR OAMAGEO PROPERTY

51%

Less th,," 120

REPORTING TO POLICE BY
AGE AND SEX
Previously published results from
the Oregon Serious Crime Survey
demonstrated that older citizens
were generally the most likely to
utilize crime prevention techniques. Not surprisingly, Oregoni ans 50 years of age and older are
also the most likely to report
personal crimes to the police.
Individuals between 15 and 24 years
old--the group with the highest
rate of victimization--were least
likely to report offenses to law
enforcement officials.
Females
reported a slightly higher percentage of personal crimes than
males, though the difference was
not statistically significant.
POLICE RESPONSE
TO REPORTED OFFENSES
Respondents who reported any off enses to the po 1ice in 1981 were
asked to specify the actions taken
by the po 1ice in response. Twothirds indicated that police took
a face-to-face report for at least
one offense, and 57 percent gave a
telephone report to an enforcement
Twenty
agency during the year.
percent of the respondents indicated that, for at least one of
the offenses they reported during
the ~ear, someone was taken into
custo y.

Author, Survey Administration and
Data Processing: Stan Woodwell
Graphics, Layout and
Typing: Jeanne Bittner
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Percent of Victims

Of the victims of crime in Oregon
Who incurred a property loss, 23
percent reported having no insurance coverage. Fot'ty-nine percent
of the victims had insurance but
it did not cover any of the loss
or expense resul ti ng from the
crime.
Of the remaining 28 percent, 11
percent reported that their insurance covered over one-ha 1f the
loss; and only 4 percent said
their insurance covered all loss
and expense.
PHYSICAL OR E~10TIONAL INJURY
TO VICTIMS

COST OF STOLEN OR
DANAGED PROPERTY
The medi an cost for loss or replacement value for stolen or damaged property was between $100 and
$200. Twenty-two percent of the
victims reported a total cost of
over $500, and 11% incurred property losses of over $1,000.
The 1981 AnalysiS of Crime in
Oregon, basea-on officla I po ilce
reports to the Law Enforcement
Data System, lists the combined
property loss value for the offenses of residential burglary, vandalism, motor vehicle theft, noncommercial larceny and noncommercial robbery at close to $90
million. While the format of the
questions in the survey instrument
does not make it possible to make
precise estimates of losses by
type of crime, projections based
on survey responses suggest that
the actual losses incurred from
the crimes studied here are closer
to $150 million per year in Oregon.
This estimate does not cover commercial robberies, burglaries or
vandalism, or theft from commercial businesses.

Overa 11, three percent of the 'I i ctims surveyed required treatment
in a doctor's office due to crime,
and another 3 percent received
psychological counseling.
Less
than one percent required hospitalization due to crime.
Fourteen
percent of the victims indicated
that they were psychologically
disturbed as the result of a crime
but received no counseling.
Not surprisingly, a much higher
percentage of violent crime victims required professional treatment.
Thirty percent of those
individuals who were the victims
of one or more violent crimes during the year reported receiving
treatment in a doctor's office,
treatment in a. hospital, or psychological counseling.

This publication contains no data,
tables, results of statistical
tests, or copies of the survey
form.
Readers wishing to obtain
more complete information than is
rEported here should contact the
Crime Analysis' Center, Executive
Department, 155 Cottage Street NE,
Salem OR 97310, (503) 378-4229.

Vic tor At iyeh
Governor
Oregon Execut'ive Department
Robert W. Smith, Director
Crime Analysis Center
Clinton Goff, Supervisor

Thi s project was supported by Grant Nos. 80-BJ-CX-K009, 82-BJ-CX-000i, and
82-BJ-CX-0014, a\~arded by the Bureau of Justice Statistics, United States
Department of Justice. Points of view or opinions stated in this publication
are those of the Crime Analysis Center and do not necessarily represent the
official position o'f the United States Department of Justice.
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* Less

SUM~lARY

*

There

are two basic ways of
criminal victimization: one can count the total
number of times a given crime
occurs within a population (tho
incidence of that crime), or
the total number of people victimized by that crime v/ithin
that population (the 'p'revalence
of a crime).
These measures
often yield quite different
estimates, as certain individuals may be victimized repeatedly during a given time period.
The numbElr of repeat vict Ims is
h1ghest for assaults and threatened as~ults.
measu~ing

* Survey

data showed an annual
violent crime rate of 64.3 incidents per 1,000 Oregonians 15
years
and
older.
Assaults
accounted for over 80 percent
of these incidents, and the
great majority of assaults were
without the use of a weapon.
The annual rate of gersonal
theft was 194.9 per 1,00 .

*

The total annual rate for house-'
hold crimes (burglary, vandalism, and motor vehicle theft)
was 336.5 incidents per 1,000
households. Over 19 percent of
the households were victimized
one or more times during the
year. Vanda 11 SOl was the 1II0St
prevalent offense,. affecting
12.4 percent of all households.
Burglaries occurred in 9.6 percent of the households surveyed.

OREGON CRIME ANALYSIS CENTER
EXECUTIVE DI:PARTHENT
155 Cottage Street NE
SALEM OR 97310

than one-fifth of all unarmed assau 1ts were reported to
law enforcement
authorities.
The reporti ng rate for persona I
theft was 43 percent.

* Less

than three percent of the
respondents were the v1cbms of
a v10lent cr1me dur1ng the year.
Three
and
one-half percent
(3.5%) eXperienced one or more
threatened assaults and 13.6
percent were the victims of
theft.

* Though

older citizens had a
lower rate of personal victimization, they ~/ere more likely
to report crimes to the police.
Other studies have shown that
the elderly are also most likely
to lIS~ crime prevention techniqu~s and alter their lifestyles due to fear of crime.

* Thirty

percent of those individuals who were the victims of
one or more violent crimes during the year reported receiving
treatment in a doctor's office,
treatment in a hospital, or psychological counseling.

*

*

Individuals between 15 and 24
years old--the group with the
highest rate of victimization-were least likely to report
offenses to law enforcement
officials. A majority of persons who did not report a crime
to the policeSl:ated the~1 felt
that it was useless to report
as nothin~ could or would be
done. Th1rty-two percent felt
the crime was not important
enough to report.

*

The median cost for loss or
replacement value for stolen or
damaged property was between
$100 and $200.
Projections
based on survey responses suggest that the actlla I losses
i ncurred from the cr imes studled here are close to $150 miT='
hon per year 1n Oregon. Ih1S
estimate does not inclUde crimes
against commercial businesses.
Only four percent of those experiencing losses said their
insurance covered a11 losses
and expenses.

Persons between 15 and 24 were
the most likely to be
v1ct1mized for all personal
enlOe categories, whi Ie persons
over 50 were least likely to
become victims.

~

* One-half

of the household offenses were reported to the
po 11 ce. Burg Iary was the mos t
likely to be reported to the
police (61.7%) and vandalisrr.
the least likely (40.7%).

* The

reporting rates for burglary, theft, and vandalism were
somewhat higher than found in
earlier surveys. This suggests
that recent increases in the
humber of offenses reported by
I a\~ enforcement agenc i es may be
due 1n part to increased report.i.n.9 of certain crimes to the
police.

