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Reidel, Marc and Margaret Zahn. 
TRENDS IN AMERICAN HOMICIDE, 1968-1978: VICTIM-LEVEL 

SUPPLEMENTARY HOMICIDE REPORTS (ICPSR 8676) 

SUMMARY: This study was carried out in order to standardize the format 
of national homicide data and to analyze trends over the period 
1968-1978. The unit of analysis is the homicide victim, and variables 
include information on the reporting agency, the circumstances of the 
incident, and the characteristics of the victim and the offender. 
Within these categories are variables pertaining to population and city 
size, victim's and offender's age, race, and sex as well as the number 
of victims and offenders involved in the incident. Information about 
the incident includes the type of weapon used and the circumsta1:1ces 
surrounding the incident. CLASS IV 

UNIVERSE: Homicide victims in the United States. 
NOTE: The data have been reformatted because of the difficulty in 
using FBI data as they are released. The reformatting has resulted in 
the unit of observation (homicide victim) being constant across the 
study period. The storage mode is "character-mnneric". Two major 
changes in FBI coding of the Supplementary Homicide Reports have 
resulted in relatively consistent coding within the time periods 
1968-1972, 1973-1975, and 1976-1978, but not between them. 

EXTENT OF COLLECTION: 11 data files 
DATA FORMAT: Logical Record Length 

PART 1: 1968 
FILE STRUCTURE: rectangular 
CASF,S: 11957 
VARIAfP,ES: 37 
RECORD LENGTH: 132 
RECORDS PER CASE: 1 

PART 3: 1970 
FILE STRUCTURE: rectangular 
CASES: 13039 
VARIABLES: 37 
RECORD LENGTH: 132 
RECORDS PER CASE: 1 

PART 5: 1972 
FILE STRUCTURE: rectangular 
CASES: 15832 
VARIABLES: 37 
RECORD LENGTH: 132 
RECORDS PER CASE: 1 

PART 7: 1974 
FILE STRUCTURE: rectangular 
CASES: 18632 
VARIABLES: 37 
RECORD LENGTH: 132 
RECORDS PER CASE: 1 

PART 2: 1969 
FILE STRUCTURE: rectangular 
CASES: 12918 
VARIABLES: 37 
RECORD LENGTH: 132 
RECORDS PER CASE: 1 

PART 4: 1971 
FILE STRUCTURE: rectangular 
CASES: 15323 
VARIABLES: 37 
RECORD LENGTH: 132 
RECORDS PER CASE: 1 

PART 6: 1973 
FILE STRUCTURE: rectangular 
CASES: 17124 
VARIABLES: 37 
RECORD LENGTH: 132 
RECORDS PER CASE: 1 

PART 8: 1975 
FILE STRUCTURE: rectangular 
CASES: 18642 
VARIABLES: 37 
RECORD LENGTH: 132 
RECORDS PER CASE: 1 



---------- -~--------- -- - --

PART 9: 1976 
FILE STRUCTURE: rectangular 
CASES: 16821 
VARIABLES: 37 
RECORD LENGTH: 132 
RECORDS PER CASE: 1 

PART 11: 1978 
FILE STRUCTURE: rectangular 
CASES: 18941 
VARIABLES: 37 
RECORD LENGTH: 132 
RECORDS PER CASE: 1 

RELATED PUBLICATIONS: 

PART 10: 1977 
FILE STRUCTURE: rectangular 
CASES: 18300 
VARIABLES: 37 
RECORD LENGTH: 132 
RECORDS PER CASE: 1 

Riedel, M., and M. Zahn. NATURE AND PATTERNS OF AMERICAN 
HOMICIDE: FINAL REPORT. Unpublished Report. Carbondale, Illinois: 
Southern Illinois University, 1981. 

Riedel, M., Zahn, M., and Mock, L.F. THE NATURE AND PATTERNS OF 
AMERICAN HOMICIDE. Washington, D.C.: National Institute of Justice, 
1985. 
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Riedel & Zahn 

ABSTRACT 

Marc Riedel and Margaret Zahn 

Trends in American Homicide, 1968-1978: Victim-Level 
Supplemen tary Homicide Reports 

Center for the Study of Crime, Delinqu.ency, and Corrections, 
Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, Illinois 

79-NI-AX-0092 

Purpose of the Study 

Codebook 

The aim of the study was to standardize the format of national homicide data 
and analyze trends over the period 1968-1978. 

Methodology 

Sources of information 

Data were provided by the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) from their 
master tape files of Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Program Supplementary 
Homicide Report (SHR) data originally submitted by U. S. law enforcement 
agencies. 

Sample 

As part of the Uniform Crime Reporting Program, participating U. S. law 
enforcement agencies are asked by the FBI to provide additional details about 
homicides that were reported in their jurisdictions. These data are collected 
on a UCR form entitled "Supplementary Homicide ReporL" The investigators 
obtained a copy of these data for the years 1968 through 1978 and performed 
additional processing. The data that make up this sample may be biased 
either because (1) homicides were not brought to the attention of the local 
police agency, or (2) the agency did not pa:.:-ticipate in the UCR program, or 
(3) a participating agency failed to forward the SUR portion of the UCR to 
the FBI. Coding and entry into machine-readable form was performed by the 
FBI's DCR Section staff. Because the coding scheme underwent substantial 
revision twice during the study pe-riod (1973 and 1976), the investigators re-
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Riedel & Zahn Code book 

processed the data to obtain consistency and comparability of observations 
and variables ever time. 

Da tes of data collection 

Not available 

Sununary of Contents 

Special characteristics of the study 

These data are distinguished by their unit of observation and accessibility. 
The form in which the FBI distributes their master tape data is difficult to 
use because the data are stored in packed binary fields, the number of 
records per case varies, and the files include several different types of 
records. This data set is reformatted so that the unit of observation (the 
homicide victim) is constant across the study period, the storage mode is 
Itcharacter-numeric" (either alphabetic characters or numbers), and the data 
are "rectangularly structured (Le., all records are the same length and there 
is only one record per" case). 

Description of variables 

Variables include information pertaining to the reporting agency, victim and 
offender characteristics, and the circumstances surrounding the incident. 
Agency"specific information includes total population," city and/or SMSA size, 
and county and. state codes. The victim's and offender's age, race, and sex 
0re present, as well as the number of victims and offenders involved in the 
incident. Information about the incident includes the type of weapon used, 
the relationship of victim to offender, and circumstance (e.g., related to a 
felony, justifiable, etc.). It is important to note that major changes occurred 
in the FBI coding of SHR's at two points during the time period. The result 
is relatively consistent coding within the time pIH"?iods 1968-1972, 1973-1975, 
and 1976-1978, but not between" them. The later time periods have more 
detailed information, particularly regarding the circumstance and relationship 
variables. It is noteworthy that the FBI did not collect information on the 
offender prior to 1976. 

Unit of observation 

Homicide victim 

Geographic Coverage 

United States 

- 2 -



Riedel & Zahn 

File Structure 

Data files: 

Unit: 
Variables: 
Cases: 

11; each file contains a calendar year of 
reported homicides 
Victim 
37; 1 code book defines all files 
file 1 (1968) = 11,957 
file 2 (1969) = 12,918 
file 3 (1970) = 13,039 
file 4 (1971) = 15,323 
file 5 (1972) = 15,832 
file 6 (1973) = 17,124 
file 7 (1974) = 18,632 
file 8 (1975) = 18,6421 
file 9 (1976) = 16,821 
file 10 (1977) = 18,300 
file 11 (1978) = 18,941 

Reports and Publications 

Codebook 

Riedel, M. and Zahn, M. (1981). Nature and Patterns of American Homicide: 
Final Report. Unpublished report, Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, 
IL. 

Riedel, M., Zahn, M., and Mock, L. F. (1985). The Nature and Patterns of 
American Homicide. Washington, DC: National Institute of Justice. -
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Riedel & Zahn 

VARIABLE DESCRIPTION LIST 

1. STATE CODE 
2. AGENCY CODE 
3. GROUP 
4. SUB-GROUP 
5. DIVISION 
S. YEAR 
7. AGENCY COUNT 
8 .. POPULATION 
9. COUNTY 
10. SMSA 
11. SMSA INDICATION 
12. AGENCY NAME 
13. STATE NAME 
14. MONTH 
15. LAST UPDATE 
16. TYPE OF ACTION 
17. HOMICIDE TYPE 
18. INCIDENT NUMBER 
19. SITUATION 
20. VICTIM COUNT 
21. OFFENDER COUNT 
22. CK [undocumented] 
23. J1 [undocumented] 
24. J2 [undocumented] 
25. VICTIM'S AGE 
26. VICTIM'S SEX 
27. VICTIM'S RACE 
28. OFFENDER'S AGE 
29. OFFENDER'S SEX 
30. OFFENDER'S RACE 
31. WEAPON 
32. NEW RELATIONSHIP 
33. NEW CIRCUMSTANCE 
34. NCIRIND [undocumented] 
35. OLD CIRCUMSTANCE 
36. OLD CIRCUMSTANCE INDICATOR 
37. OLD SUB-CIRCUMSTANCE 

- 4 -
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VARIABLE DEFINITIONS 

1. STATE CODE Location: 1 Width: 2 
(STATE) 
Two digit state code. 

01 = Alabama 
02 = Arizona 
03 = Arkansas 
04 = California 
05 = Colorado 
06 = Connecticut 
07 = Delaware 
08 = Wasl'.dngton, D. C. 
09 = Florida 
10 = Georgia 
11 = Idaho 
12 = Illinois 
13 = Indiana 
14 = Iowa 
15 = Kansas 
16 = Kentucky 
17 = Louisiana 
18 = Maine 
19 = Maryland 
20 = Massachusetts 
21 = Michigan 
22 = Minnesota 
23 = Mississippi 
24 = Missouri 
25 = Montana 
26 = Nebraska 
27 = Nevada 
28 = New Hampshire 
29 = New Jersey 
30 = New Mexico 
31 = New York 
32 = North Carolina 
33 = North Dakota 
34 = Ohio 
35 = Oklahoma 
36 = Oregon 
37 = Pennsylvania 
38 = Rhode Island 
39 = South Carolina 
40 = South Dakota 
41 = Tennessee 
42 = Texas 
43 = Utah 

- 5 -

Code book 

Numeric 



Riedel & Zahn Code book 

-~14 = Vermont 
45 = Virginia 
46 = Washington 
47 = West Virginia 
48 = Wisconsin 
49 = Wyoming 
50 = Alaska 
51 = Hawaii 
55 = Reporting agency is not 

located in the U. S. 

2. AGENCY ORI CODE Location: 3 Width: 7 
(AGENCY) 
FBI's identifying number for each agency. 

3. GROUP Location: 10 Width: 1 
(GRP) 
Groups 1-7 are cities; groups 8-9 are counties. 
AU populations are inclusive. 

Character 

Numeric 

o = Reporting agency is not located in the U. S . 
1 = All cities 250,000 or over 
2 = Cities between 100,000 and 249,999 
3 = Cities between 50,000 and 99,999 
4 = Cities between 25,000 and 49,999 
5 = Cities between 10,000 and 24,999 
6 = Cities between 2,500 and 9,999 
7 = Cities under 2,500 
8 = Non-SMSA counties 
9 = SMSA counties 

4. SUB-GROUP Location: 10 Width: 2 Character 
(GRPSUB) 
The sub-group variable expands upon the city and SMSA size 
codes found in GROUP above. In the following codes, the 
first digit refers to the GROUP code found above and the 
second digit refers to the SUB-GROUP code. 

lA = All cities 1,000,000 and over 
lB = Cities between 500,000 and 999,999 
1 C = Cities between 250,000 and 499,999 
2 = Cities between 100,000 and 249,999 
3 = Cities between 50,000 and 99,999 
4 = Cities between 25,000 and 49,999 
5 = Cities between 10,000 and 24,999 
6 = Cities between 2 ~ 500 and 9,999 
7 = Cities under 2,500 
SA = Non-SMSA counties 100,000 and over 

- 6 -
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8B = Non-SMSA counties between 25,000 and 99,999 
8C = Non-SMSA counties between 10,000 and 24,999 
8D = Non-SMSA counties under 10,000 
9A = SMSA counties 100,000 and over 
9B = SMSA counties between 25,000 and 99,999 
9C = SMSA counties between 10,000 and 24,999 
9D - SMSA counties under 10 J 000 

5. DIVISION Location: 12 Width: 1 
(DIV) 
Census geographic division in which state 
is located. 

Numeric 

o = ReI orting agency is not located in the U. S . 

1 = New England States: Connecticut, Maine, 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, 
Vermont 

2 = Middle Atlantic States: New Jersey, New York, 
Pennsylvania 

3 = East North Central States: Illinois, Indiana r 

Michigan, Ohio, Wisconsin 

4 = West North Central States: Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, 
Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota 

5 = South Atlantic States: Delaware, Florida, Georgia, 
Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia, 
Washington, D. C., West Virginia 

6 = East South Central States: Alabama, Kentucky, 
Mississippi, Tennessee 

7 = West South Central States: Arkansas, Louisiana, 
Oklahoma, Texas 

8 = Mountain States: Arizona, Colorado, Idaho, Montana, 
Nevada, New Mexico, Utah, Wyoming 

9 = Pacific States: Alaska, California, Hawaii, Oregon, 
Washington 

6. YEAR Location: 13 Width: 2 Numeric 
(YEAR) 
Last two digits of the year: 1968 - 1978. 

- 7 -
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Riedel & Zahn 

7. AGENCY COUNTER Location: 15 Width: 4 Numeric 
(AGENCYK) 
Used by the FBI to accumulate "agencies used" totals. 

o = U.S. Park Police, State Police 
agencies, and if agency is 
covered by another agency 

1 = single agency indicator 

8. POPULATION Location: 19 Width: 10 
(POPU) 
The total population for the agency. 
The actual number is coded. 

9. COUNTY Location: 29 Width: 3 
(COUNTY) 
FBI Code for the county in which the agency 
is located. 

10. SMSA Location: 32 Width: 3 
(SMSA1) 
FBI Code for the SMSA in which the agency 
is located. 

Numeric 

Character 

Numeric 

11. SMSA INDICATION Location: 35 Width: 1 Numeric 
(SMSA2) 
A suburban agency is described as follows: all 
GROUP 9's and GROUPS 4 through 7 that have SMSA 
numbel's but are not core cities. 

o = Non-suburban 
1 = Suburban 

12. AGENCY NAME Location: 36 Width: 24 
(AGENCYN) . 
Alphabetic name of the agency. 

- 8 -
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Riedel & Zahn 

13. STATE NAME Location: 60 Width: 6 
(STATEN) 
Alphabetic name of the state. 

14. MONTH Location: 66 Width: 2 
(MONTH) 
Month of offense. 

01 = January 
02 = February 
03 = March 
04 = April 
05 = May 
06 = June 
07 = July 
08 = AUgust 
09 = September 
10 = October 
11 = November 
12 = December 

Character 

Numeric 

15. LAST UPDATE Location: 68 Width~ 6 Numeric 
(LASTUP) 
The date this record was last updated by the FBI. 

[MMDDYY] 

16. TYPE OF ACTION Location: 74 Width: 1 
(TYPE) 
Type of FB I processing action on t~e record. 

o = Normal update 
1 = Adjustment 

17. HOMICIDE TYPE Location: 75 Width: 1 
(HOMIC) 
Indicates the type of offense. 

A = Murder and non-negligent 
manslaughter 

Numeric 

Character 

B = Manslaughtel' by negligence 

18. INCIDENT NUMBER Location: 76 Width: 3 
(INCNUM) 

- 9 -
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Riedel & Zahn 

19. SITUATION Location: 79 Width: 1 
(SITUATN) 
A code describing the data relative to the 
number of victims/offenders involved. 

A = Single victim/ single offender 
B = Single victim/unknown offender(s) 
C = Single victim/multiple offenders 
D = Multiple victims I single offender 
E = Multiple victims/multiple offenders 

Character 

F = Multiple victims/unknown offender(s) 

20. VICTIM COUNT Location: 80 Width: 2 Numeric 
(VK) 
Actual number of victims involved in the incident. 
Not applicable (coded "0111) for 1968-1975. 

21. OFFENDER COUNT Location: 82 Width: 2 Numeric 
(OK) 
Actual number. of offenders involved in the incident. 
Not applicable (coded "01" for 1968-1975. 

22. ??? Location: 84 Width: 2 
(CK) 

[This variable is undocumented] 

23. ??? 
(J1) 

Location: 86 Width: 2 

[This variable is undocumented] 

24. ??? 
(J2) 

Location: 88 Width: 2 

[This variable is undocumented] 

25. VICTIM'S AGE L.ocation: 90 Width: 2 
(VAGE) 
Age of victim. Numeric entries reflect the 
actual age of the victim. 

- 10 -
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Riedel & Zahn Codebook 

00 = Unknown 
UK = Unknown 
NB = Birth to one week 
BB = One week to twelve months 
99 = 99 years and over 

·1968-1972 
00 
01 

99 

1973-1975 
BB --
NB 
UK 
01 

99 

26. VICTIM'S SEX Location: 92 Width: 1 
(VSEX) 
Sex of the victim. 

F = Female 
M = Male 
U = Unknown 

27. VICTIM'S RACE Location: 93 Width: 1 
(VRACE) 
Race of the victim. 

C = Chinese 
I = Indian 
J = Japanese 
N = Black 
o = Other 
U = Unknown 
W = White 

1976-1978 
BB --
NB 
00 
01 

99 

Character 

Character 

28. OFFENDER'S AGE Location: 94 Width: 2 Character 
(OAGE) 
Age of offender. Numeric entries reflect actual age of' the 
offender. The years 1968 through 1975 are coded UK because 

- 11 -
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the FBI did not collect offender information in Uris period. 

UK = Unknown 
00 = Unknown 
01 

99 = 99 and over 

29. OFFENDER'S SEX Location:' 96 Width: 1 
(OSEX) 
Sex of offender. 

F = Female 
M :: Male 
U :: Unknown 

30. OFFENDER'S RACE Location: 97 Width: 1 
(ORACE) 
Race of offender. 

C = Chinese 
I = Indian 
J = Japanese 
N = Black 
U = Unlmown 
o = Othel' 
W = White 

31. WEAPON Location: 98 Width: 2 
(WEAPON) 
Code indicating type of weapon used. 

1968-1972 Weapon Codes 

11 = Gun, typ~ not stated 
12 = Handgun 
13 = Rifle 
14 = Shotgun 
15 = Other gun 
20 = Knife or cutting instrument 
30 = Blunt object 
40 = Personal weapons 
50 = Poison 
60 :: Explosives 
70 = Other, narcotics 
80 = Unknown 

- 12 -
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Riedel & Zahn 

90 = Strangulation 

1973-1975 Weapon Cod~ 

11 = Firearm, type not stated 
12 = Handgun 
13 = Rifle 
14 = Shotgun 
15 = Othel' gun 
20 = Knife or cutting instrument 
30 = Blunt object 
40 = Personal weapon 
50 = Poison 
60 = Explosives 
65 = Arson 
70 = Narcotics and drugs 
80 = Strangulation 
85 = Asphyxiation 
90 = Other 

1976-1978 Weapon Codes 

11 = Firearm, type not stated 
12 = Handgun 
13 = Rifle 
14 = Shotgun 
15 = Other gun 
20 = Knife or cutting instrument 
30 = Blunt object 
40 = Personal weapons 
50 = Poison 
55 = Pushed or thrown out window 
60 :: Explosives 
65 = Fire 
70 = Narcotics and drugs 
75 = Drowning 
80 = Strangulation 
85 = Asphyxiation 
90 = Other 

32. NEW RELATIONSHIP 
Location: 100 Width: 2 

(NRELATN) 
Relationship of victim. to offender. 
This variable only applies to years 1976, 
1977, and 1978. Years 1968 through 1975 

- 13 -
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are coded UK (unknown). 

HU = Husband 
WI = Wife 
CH = Common-law husband 
CW = Common-law wife 
MO = Mother 
FA = Father 
SO = Son 
DA = Daughter 
BR = Brother 
SI = Sister 
IL = In-law 
SF = Stepfather 
SM = Stepmother 
SS = Stepson 
SD = Stepdaughter 
OF = Other family 
NE = Neighbor 
AQ = Acquaintance 
BF = Boyfriend 
GF = Girlfriend 
XH = Ex-husband 
XW = Ex-wife 
EE = Employee 
ER = Employer 
FR = Friend 
HO = Homosexual relationship 
OK = Other - known to victim 
ST = Stranger 
UN = Unknown 

- 14 -
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33. NEW CIRCUMSTANCE 
Location: 102 Width: 2 

(NCIRCUM) 
The circumstances surrounding each incident 
are divided into 5 categories as described 
below. This variable only applies to the 
years 1.976, 1977, and 1978. Years 1968 
through 1975 are coded 99. 

Numeric 

Felon,Y ~ - Felony murder is defined as killing 
which occurs in conjunction with the commission of 
another crime. 

02 = Rape 
03 = Robbery 
05 = Burglary 
06 = Larceny 
07 = Motor vehicle theft 
09 = Arson 
10 = Prostitution and commercialized vice 
17 = Other sex offense 
18 = Narcotic drug laws 
19 = Gambling 
26 = Other - felony type 
32 = Abortion 

Other than felony .!YE!! 

40 = Lover's triangle 
41 = Child killed by babysitter 
42 = Brawl due to influence of alcohol 
43 = Brawl due to influence of narcotics 
44 = Argument over money or property 
45 = Other arguments 
46 = Gangland killings 
47 = Juvenile gang killings 
48 = Institutional killings 
49 = Sniper attack 

Manslaughter !n[ negligent circumsta.nces 

50 = Victim shot in hunting accident 
51 = Gun cleaning accident other than 

self -inflicted 
52 = Children playing with gun 
53 = Other negligent handling of gun 

which results in death of another 
59 = All other manslaughter by negligence 

except traffic deaths 
60 = Other non-felony type 

Suspected felony ~ - victim found murdered. 
Circumstances 7.ndicate possible felony type murder, but 
sufficient facts to identify type of felony are not 

- 15 -
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available. 

70 = All suspected felony type 

Justifiable homicide 

80 = Justifiable homicide - civilian 
81 = Justifiable homicide - police 

99 = All instances where facts provided 
do not permit determination 

34. NEW SUB-CIRCUMSTANCE 
Location:' 104 Width: 2 

(NCIRIND) 
Numeric 

For 1976-1978, will contain zero except for cil'cG'umstances 
(V33, above) 80 and 81. 

1 = Felon attack police officer 
2 = Felon attack fellow police officer 
3 = Felon attack civilian 
4 = Felon attempt flight from crime 
5 = Felon killed in commission of crime 
6 = Felon resisted arrest 
9 = Not enough information to determine 

35. OLD CIRCUMSTANCE Location: 105 Width: 2 
(OCIRCUM1) 
The circumstances surrounding each incident 
are divided into four general categories for 
the time period 1968 to 1972 and into four 
categories for the period 1973 to 1975. This 
field is blank for the years 1976 to 1978. 

1968 - 1972 Circumstances 

Group I circumstances: within family unit 

11 = Spouse kills spouse 
12 = Parent kills child 
13 = Child kills parent 
19 :: Other family situation 

Group II circumstances: altercations outside family 
but usually among acquaintances 

21 = Lover's triangle 
22 = Drunken 
23 :: Money 
29 :: Other arguments 

- 16 -
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Riedel & Zahn 

Group III circumstances: felony or first degree type 
murders where death penalty may result 

24 = Revenge 
25 = Gang killing 
26 = Institutional killing 
31 = Juvenile gang 
32 = Sex motive 
34 = Citizen or police killed 

by felon 
36 = Illegal abortion 

Other circumstances 

37 = Found murdered, reason unknown 
38 = Not stated 

1973 - ,1975 Circumstances 

Within family 

11 = Spouse k~ns spouse 
12 = Parent kills child 
13 = Child kills parent 
14 = Relation kills relation 
19 = Other family 

Outside family but between friend and acquaintance 

21 = Lover's triangle 
22 = Brawl due to alcohol 
23 = Argument over money or property 
29 = other arguments 

Crime related murder 

Miscellaneous 

31 = Gangland killing 
33 = Institutional killing 
34 = Felony murder 
35 = Suspected felony type 

51 = Illegal abortion 
59 = Circumstance not described or 

cannot be scored from information 
given 

36. CIRCUMSTANCE INDICATOR Location: 107 Width: 1 
Numeric 

- 17 -
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Riedel & Zahn 

(OCIRCUM2) 
This variable indicates special circumstances 
related to the incident. It applies only to 
the years 1968 through 1975. This field is 
blank for the years 1976 through 1978. 

o = Normal 
1 = Murder by a juvenile 
2 ~ Murder followed by suicide 
9 = Murder by an insane person 

37. SUB-CIRCUMSTANCE Location: 108 Width: 2 
(OCIRCUM3) 
Sub-circumstances apply to circumstances 
coded 31,33, and 34 in "old circumstance 11 

above. Sub-circumstance only applies to the 
years 1973, 1974, and 1975. Years 1968 
through 1972 and 1976 through 1978 are 
blank for this field. 

02 = Rape 
03 = Robbery 
05 = Burglary 
06 = Larceny 
07 = Auto theft 
09 = Arson 
16 = Prostitution and 

commercialized vice 
17 = Sex offenses 
18 = Narcotic drug law 
19 = Gambling 
20 = All other- offenses 
21 = Offense not specified 

- 18 -
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1968 - 1972 

SUlJplt.:JIlt:!llt.ary JtOr:li<':lue Heport 

Cod.lllg Guidl! 

WeaP9.!l!. 

11. Gun! LY~C not slated. Do not include grease gun or 
cau king gun. 

12. Handgun - pistol, revolver, etc. 

13. Rifle 

14. Shotgun 

15. Other gun - other that 11, 12, 13, or 14. There 
wIll be very few of these. 

20. Knife or cutting instrument - include icepick, screw
driver, ax, etc. 

30. Blunt o~~ - weapon unknown (there is a weapon 
... InCllcatea=Dut unknown), f acts suggest weapon was not 

hands or feet. Consider extent of injury. 

40. Personal weapons - beating unless weapon is indicated. 

50. Poiaon - do not include gas. Include sleeping pillso 

60. Explosives 

70. Other, Narcotics 

80 .. Unknown 

90. Stran~ulation - do llat include hanging. Include 
drown n9 If victim is held unuer water, bath tub, 
sink, etc. This code is closely related to personal 
weapons. 

Circumstances 

7:. within family u"nit. , 
II. altercations outsiLie family but usually among 

acquaintances. 
III. felouy or first degree type murders where death 

penalty IIiBy result. 

1 



(1968 - 1972) 

(';roup I Clrculllstances: 

11. Spouse kills spouse - wife, husballu, corrunon law wl':e 
or nusEand, ex-husEand, or ex-wife .. 00 not include 
couples living together unles:. corrunon law spouse. 

12. Parent kills child - subcode to indicate M - Father or 
F - Mother (sex of ~arent) 

13. Child kills parent - subcode to indicate M - Son ox 
F - Daughter (sex of child). 

19. Other family situation - cousin, brother, aun~, uncle, 
etc. Family situations not known. Baby sitter. 
Mari tal. trouble. Despondent. Domestic argument. 

Group II Circumstances: 

21. Lovers and Triangle - include persons living together. 
Subcode sex of perpetrator if it can be determined. 

22. Drunken - anytime liquor is involved; bartender shoots 
drunk; br aw I or argument in bar, cafe, 'Atavern, night 
spot, etc. 

23. Money - money or any~hing of value. Does not include 
rIdiculous arguments such as "argument 9ver cigarette," 
"argument over price of tomato," etc. 

29. Other Arnents - include .p. erson killed by acquaintanc.e 
(any time t can be determined from circumatancea th~t 
victim and perpetrator are acquainted) if no other 
circumatances are available. 

Gtou~ III Circ~.tancea: 

24. Revenge -' death after argument but not aa climax to 
argWllent. Careful if male vs female--more likely 
lover. quarrel. 

25. Gang Killin~ - include any gangland killings. Also 
partne~s In crime. 

2 
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(1968 - 1972) 

26. Institutional. Killing - do not include mental inst~tut=-Qi,. 

31. Juvenile Gang - include if part of crowl! are jU','eniles. 

32. Sex Motive - ~ex, ra~e or any indication of sex offenses, 
such as dhunember ing of lOul ti lating body, etc. Crime 
of passion. Wa.tch sex of victim. 

34. Citizen or Police Killed by Felon - result of falon 
arson, robbery, etc. Must be a-carunon law crim~, not 
ci ty onli nanCE:: . t4urdt::r l)~cause of race disturbance. 

36. Illegal Al.>ortion - victiltl mus t be female of childbearing 
age. Weapon will be cod~d as other. 

Other circumstances: 

37. Found Murdered, Reason Unknown - consider conditio~ 
of body and clothing. May be scored as sex or felony. 

39. Not ~tated - enter those which cannot be scored from 
cIrcumstances given. 

Any murder by a juvenile is subcoded (J). Any murder by 
an insane person is subcoded (I). Any murder followed by su~cide 
is su.bcoded (S). 

3 
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(1973 - 1975) 

" 

POSITIO~ 

1... 2 

3 - 9 

10 .. 11 

12 

13 

14 

15 . 

16 

O\~ Fot~~;-
October 9, 1974 

SHR TAPE .. 

DESCRIPTION . 
NUMERIC STAT~ CODE 

• 
OR! CODE - Identifying number for each agency 

GROUP - Groups 1 thru 7 are cities, 8 and 9 
are counties. The second'digit is subgroup 
used only for groups 1t 8 and 9. Subgroup 
1s blank if not used. Refer to Return A 
Master Description (position 14 and 15) for 
furthe~tinformat1on. 

:1 . ' 
DIVISION - Geographic Division in which state 
1n~Atprl (1 thru Y). Possessions are division 

REGIO~ - Geographic Region in which division 
is located (1 thru 4) 

- SEX OF VICTIM: 
'M' if ~le 

SEX OF PERPETRATOR 
11M' if Male 
• P' if Female. 
,'U' if unknown 

RAcE OF VICTIM 
'\I' -Wh{te 
'N'·Negro 
'I'·Indian 

'tC' .. Chinese 
'.]' -Japanese 
'0' -Other 
'U' -Unkno.-n 

1 

'F' if Female 

I , I 



POSITION 

11 - 18 
" 

19 
... 

DESCRIPTION 

CIRCUHST J.~CE: 
\lITH III F !-.! 11 LY 
11 - Spouse kills spouse 
12 - Parent kills child 
13 - Child kills parent 

(1973 - 1975) 

14 - Relation kills, relation 
19 ... Other £amtly 

OU1'StDE Ff..!1TI..Y BUT BEnTE~ FRt::ND .A,.ND 
21 - Lovers and triangle 
'22 ... 'Brawl due to alcohol 
23 - Argument over money or property 
29 - Other arguments 

2~ R~L.L,-r.:D }11RD$R 
. 31 .. Gangland k.i 111ng . 

33 - Institutional killing 
34 Felony murder' 
35 - Sus?ectp.d felony ~ypP 

lITSCELL?.1~ EOU S 
~ '51 - Ille~al Abortion 
,~ 

S9 - Circumstance pot described or C~t 
be scored from info~ion given. 

CIRClJ;1ST nICE nlDICATION 
o ... Hot"Cla1 
1 co JuvP.llile 
2 - St;ic1de 

·9 ... Insane 

• 

2. 

... 

. , 



POSITIO~ 

20 - 21 

22 .. 23 . . 

, 24 

. 
: 25 CD 26 

(1973 - 1975) 

DESCRIPTION 

~UB"CIRCU!1ST.!.!7CE : 
For Circumstances 31 p 33 and 34 

02 .. Rape 
03 ... Robbery 
05 .. Burglary 
06 - Larceny 
07 .. Auto Theft 
09 - Arson 
16 - Prostitution and CotnQercialized Vic 
17 .. Sex Offenses 

118 .. Narcot1,c' Drug Law 
'19 -. Gambl.:f.ng 
20 - All other offenses i.e., revenge 
21 - Offense not specified 

Ar;E OF VICTIH: 
01 thru 99 - corresponding age of victim 
0~ .. if unkno~n or victim under 12 mont~: 
code as 99 if victim 100 years or older 

AGE n;DICATOR: 
• " .. Normal 

1 ... Infant 
9 - Unknovn 

ACE S03: - if age of victim is 00 
U~ - Unkno'Wll 
NB .. Birth to one veek . 
BB - One week to twelve months 

3 
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POSITION 

27 - 28 

29 .. 30 

31 - 32 

33 

36 
r 

(1973 - 1975) 

D8SCRIPTTON 

WEAPON: 
11 Firearm type not stated 
12 - Handgun 
13 - Rifle 
14 Shotgun 
15 - Other gun 
20 - Knife or cutting instrument 
30 Blunt object 
40 - Personal Weapon 
50 - Poison 
Q.Q Explosives 
65 Arson 
70 - Narcotics and drugs 
80 - Strangulation 
85 - Asphyxiation 
90 - Other 

BLANKS 

OUTPUT: - (Used only in storage) 
01 - Dupe Tape 
02·,- Dupe Change 
04 .. Invalid Agency 
06 .. Adjustment 
07 ... Deletion 
08 - 8 ~ustment - no previous record 
09 - De4etion ~ no previous record 
10 Uormal C~ange . 

OOTPtn' INDIC.\TION: 
o - Homal' 
1 .. Adjustment 
2 ··Deletion 

MlNnt 11-tF. OFFENSE OCCURR.'eD: 
(01 thru 12) OJ • 

13 if unkno-wn 
99 if not stated. 

YEAR TI{'S OFFENSE orCURRED: 
(Last Digit) 

4 
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POSITIO~l 

37 - 38 

39 - 41 

42 

46 - 49 

50 .. 55 

56 - 58 

59 .... 82 

83 - 88 

89, - 90 

(1973 - 1975) 

DESCRIPTION 

FOR}! LINS HUM3~R: 
This is the line number on which the 

offense is recorded by the contributor. 

SHSA: 
Number, of SMSA area in ,.,hich agency 

is located. Blank j,f not used. 

SUBl.TRB.tN (S~fSA) TIfDICATION: 
~ - Non .. Suburban 
1 - Suburban 

A suburban agency is described as 
follows: All group 9's and groups 4 thru 7 
that have SHSA numbers and they are not 
core cities. 

C0T.1'~~: 

A n~~eric code assigned to the county 
in which 'the agency is located. 

ADJUsn'8~T DATE: 
Date record was adjusted (packed data) 

POPULATION: 
Total: population for the agency (packed d 

AGENCY COUHT: 
Used to accumula te UAgencie's UsedH totals 

in various tabulations. This field is narc· 
'It, (packed format), but will be 0 for U.S. 
Park Police, State Police Agencies and if 81 
is covered by anoth~r agency_ 

AGENCY N ..h11F.: 

STATE NAME: 

BLANK 

5 



1976 - 1978 

SUl'PJ,l';MLIJ'r,t\HY l/OH1I'lLlE H.l~,l;JOH'1' 

C0UIN(; CUILJf. 

'l'hj s coding j s d<.~visC:!J for tran~latioll of dat\l 
from th~ Supp lelll(!11 Ull:Y l/oln.l.L'iuc Ht.!poJ" till to (l uUlne t"' iCa 1 
lall<Ju<\<je wll icll IN i 11 !l\.: r' III 1. t u...Il.:.l p.r:OCl!SS i.ny or the infor
mation. 'l'llu "':OU.LrHJ i~ as f0l1ow;,: 

SlTUATIOrJ 

The situalion c<;dc ~ct forth below is designed to 
capture udlcl r-elclLivc to the nUlIwlJr of victim/offenders in
vol vC!U in C1' j 11111\...11 homicides. 1\ sing le si tua tion code io 
u!icd to dC!.iCrlL<.: u llIurtlwr sit.ui..ltioll regardless of the nwnber 
of victims oJ." of i('ntlers involved. The utiJ.izi..ltion of a new 
code will sitjuify tht.! bCljinn.l.ng of a new murder situation. 
The situi..ltioll cO<..le~ cll."C as follow:;: 

A - Single· V ictiw/Si ng le Of fcndl..!l." 
II - Single Victim/Un}:nown Of£<':'/H ... h:L" or Offenders 
C - Single ViCl.l.m/Mulliple Off0ndcrs 
o Mult.l.pl(; Victlms/Singlc Of[(;.onder 
.f: - f'.1ultlple V.l.t:ti.ll\s/r~ult.iple OftL.:nuers 
F - Mul tlpJ e V lCt.l/n~/Un}~nuwn of ft..!llder or Of f onders 

. AGB OF VICTIM/UFFENDER 

01 through 99 

ND 

BS 

00 

oorresponding to age of victim 

birth to one week old include 
"abandoned infantM 

if victim is one week to twelve 
months old 

age of vict~m unknown 

Code as 99 if victim is lOa years old or older. 

If age of vic~im is unknown, an estimate of age 
can be made in soma Cl\SC'S by relutionship to perpetrator; 
for' example I husband and \'1ife. ' 

SJ-;X 01-" VIC'l'1ft!Ol,'Pl:NOF.l't 

if victim is male 

f' if victim is fcm~le 

u if sex of victim is unknown 

1 



dCtCl.III.l11t.:U L,/ Lt.:l<...ltJI..m:_llll:J to P(!!p' lraCOr ,IIIU Cl.cc.:UJn::iU.l.UC(;!.ii 

tor·cl:,tIllpl<.!, "killL!u \ll.LlfricllLi - '/ic.:t..Lln JI.'1I1.:l1e," "!uver's 
qU.:1.n .• .!l - Vl~Llll\ ut->lJo!.>J.tc ~cx tL'Ul11 pcrpctl"..llur," olc. 

w 

N 

I 

c 

J 

o 

u 

(1976 - 1sr8 ) 

Hhit.c (iJlt:lud~.s ~1exicdn-AlnCriC<lns) 

Negro 

A.m<::!rican Indic:.n 

Chinc!$e 

Japanese 

Other (Includes classification 
"yellow" and other Oriental and 
non-whi tes) 

Unknown 

Most cntr ies wi 11 be \'1 or N. If 'large number 
of other categories of race occur in reported data, the 
data 5h~uld be v~rified through cuntributor. . 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

20 

30 

40 

WEJ\POl-1 

-, 

2 

I 

Firearm, type not stated. (Does 
not include mechanics grease gun 
or caulking ,gun.) . 

Handgun - pistol, revolver, etc. 

Rifle 

Shotgun 

Other gun - (There should be few 
of these.) 

Knife 9r cuttin9 in~trument - includ~ 
icepick. s<;:l;'ewdX'iv~ . ., ·~x, etc •. 

:. 

Blunt objeot - h~~r, clup, etQ. 
J:o~actl3 must sU99qst weapon was 
not hands Q~d feet. 

Personal weapons - include beating 
by hands, feet, and other body 
lIIClnbers or use of teeth. 



I. 

" 

II. 

65" 

70 

7S 

80 

85 

90 

FJr€ 

Ndrcotics and drugs - inc1udc~ 
6 h: t..! 1) i J\ 9 pi 11!:i . 

Drowning (1976 - 1978) 

SLJ.'dnguldLioll - hdnging 

J\sphyxiution - include clsphyxiation 
or d~clLh by gas. 

Other - type of weapon not deHignated 
O£ type unKnown. 

RELA'l,'IONSIlIP OF VIC'l'H1 '1'0 OFl"ENDER 

h'ithin family 

lJU 
WI 
Clf 
CW 
HO 
FA 
SO 
DA 
BH 
51 
11. 

" SF 
SM 
S5, 
SI.) 
Ox' 

Outside 

'NE 
AO 
BF' 
GF' 
XU 
X\'I 

family but known to 

3 

Husband 
Wife 
COIIUtloJn-law Husband 
COI\Ul\on -la w Wife 
Hother 
;E'ather 

' SOJa 
Duughter 
'Brother 
Sister 
In-law 
'Stepfather 
Stepmother 
Stepson 
Stepdaughter 
Other fDJnily 

victim 

Neighbor 
.Acquaintance 
Boyfriend 
Girlfriend 
Ex-Husband 
Ex-\~ife 
Employee 
Employer 



Ill.) 

OK 
~ 

JltJ"\')!:i~.xUc.ll 1(l.:lc.lllUI)~JJ.l.p 
(JUlf.!r - kllown to vict~m 
~'~b 

Ill. O.1fclId<.!r nol known to victilll 

s'r 

IV. Unknown rcl~tionship 

UN 

Slranger 
(1976 - 1978) 

All instancc!:) where relationship 
of victim to offender cannot be 
de tl!rmined 

CI HCUf'.lSTl\ NC}':!J 

The unlimited set of possible circumstances sur
rounding 11~ni~idc creates some difficulty in developing clear
cut ~nd pl.'ecisc coding instructions. This coding, therefore, 
.l:~y'Uir(:!~ intclli<)cnt ana) ySis of the circumstilflces. In the 
interc~L of uniformi ty of co(Ung I the number of individuul 
d(:cis iOlls should be: kept to <1 minimum. Consul t your supc.t:visor 
If tllU circum!:)tanc~s do uot lend rWcldily to cateyorization. 

Felonv typ~ - Felony murder is defin~d as a killing which 
OCcurs in conj unction wi th the cor.unission of another crimo 
such as a robbery, sex motive, dnd other felonious activities. 

'02 
03 
05 
06 
07 
09 
16 

.1. 7 
@ 
'18 
-1.9 
2'6 

Rilpe 
Robbery 
Burglary 
Larceny 

_ Motor Vehicle Theft 
Arson 
Pro titution & Commercialized Vice 
Oth r Sex Offense 

o tion 
NarcotiC-Drug Laws 
Gambling 
Other - not specified 

Other than felony ty.pe 

40 
-41 

43 
'44 . 
·45 
~.:& 
47 
0" 
49 

,/60 

4 

, . 
~over's Triangle 
_. Child Killed by Babysitter' 
...-Brawl Due to Influence of Alcohol 

Brawl Due to Influence of Narcotic~· 
.....-J\rgu .. lent Over Hon~y or Property 

<It ..:..-J?lhcJ: ArgulIlents 
..... ~.~ln<Jlclnd Killinvs . 

Juv('ni Ie C'UHj Kl.l1~ngs . 
~il\stitut..iOl\.:ll Killings 

Snip.er Att.lck. 
, Othc.\r 



., 

(197€i - 1~8 ) 

Su!;pectcd f<.!loIlY type - vict:im found murdered. CircUln
stilncu~ illdicd\.U po~!:)ibl<..! felony typt:! JIlurder, out 
suft.ic.:lcnL .l..lCL:'; to Id~IIl.t.[y type of. fl..!lony not <i.vailuble. 

\ 7(1 All suspected f~lony type 

UUilO 1 (; to de tt!l:lIlinc circuIIIs tunceS 

99 

5 

1\11 instances .... here facts provided 
do not permit uetermination of 
circumstances 



(1976 - 1978) 

Man!:;] ...luyh ll.!J. by nay 1 i <jell t circum~; t.:tnCL!~ 

50 

51 

52 

53 

59 

6 

Victim shot in hUllting .:lccidunt 

GUllclcanilll) JCilth other th'-ln sc1f
intlictcu 

Cbildrcn l)l'-lying \Yith gun 

Ollll!r neg 1 ig~n t hundling of <Jun 
\I/hich rc~ul ts in death of another 

All othc.c manslaughter by negli
gence exc<.!pt traffic deaths 




