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INTRODUCTION

Nicholas A. Cipriani, Adminisirative Judge

As Administrative Judge of the Family Court Division, I am pleased to
present our annual report for 1983. I believe the detailed data will give
the reader an accurate view of the scope of activities performed by the
staff of Family Court.

Because our division deals with the most vital part of our society, the
family, many of the issues brought before the judiciary for disposition are
very complex and require extraordinary patience and skill in arriving at a
fair and impartial adjudication. To make these determinations, Family
Court is staffed by twenty judges and six major branches or units, They
are concerned daily with issues involving delinquent and dependent child-
ren; abuse within the family; financial support of families; custody of
minor children; adults involved in crimes against children; as well as all
adoption and divorce proceedings. The branches and units also provide
support services for the judiciary, in addition to professional, social and
related services mandated by the court.

Cur division continues to seek out and develop comprehensive
approaches to improve current procedures and systems, making them
more efficient and thereby expediting the disposition of cases. To accom-
plish this goal, we have established new programs and expanded or
improved current procedures. The following projects are typical of this
effort.

A Clinical Intake Unit established by the Medical Branch late in 1982
became fully operational in 1983. Prior to scheduling evaluations, staff
psychologists screen all client records to ensure that pertinent information
is completed and to determine the type of study to be performed.

In the Domestic Relations Branch, the Master’s Program was
expanded with the appointment of two additional masters, making a com-
plement of three full time masters hearing actions in support. The masters,
combined with the hearing officers who hold pre-trial conferences, divert
many support cases from court hearings.

The automated data processing system was revised, enabling the
Domestic Relations Branch to expedite its flow of work. These revisions
allowed for conversion from a manual index card system to a computer-
ized system in the Registration Unit. In addition, cases are now submitted



to the Federal Income Tax Refund Intercept and the Unemployment
Compensation programs by magnetic tape. Likewise, all payments due
the Pennsylvania Department of Public Welfare are now transmitted by
magnetic tape.

As a result of strong enforcement practices and the utilization of federal
and state government terminals in locating absent parents, the Domestic
Relations Branch has collected in excess of forty-four million dollars in
support payments in 1983,

The Juvenile Branch received a grant from the Pennsylvania Commis-
sion on Crime and Delinquency to establish a Juvenile Restitution and
Community Services Program. This program will be fully implemented
in the early part of 1984 and will provide Family Court with a disposition
alternative for those juveniles who have been adjudged delinquent for a
non-violent offense.

The court will have two options available ~ restitution or community
service projects. The objective of this program is to hold juveniles more
accountable for their behavior by:

a. working to reimburse their victims for incurred losses.
b. providing community service, where appropriate, in lieu of
restitution.

The Family Court Division provides varied training for its staff
throughout the year. This training enables the staff to keep abreast of
current changes in the law and to improve their skills, Seminars scheduled
in 1983 examined the following topics: Family Life Theory; Educational
Law and Central School Behavior; Dealing with Problem Employees;
Management Theory; and The Adolescent Sexual Offender.

Throughout the years, many programs and projects were developed
and implemented by Family Court. These programs, which are described
in previous annual reports, are listed below:

Overall Projections

Counseling and Referral Services

Teen-Aid Incorporated

CORA (Counseling Referral Assistance)
Correctional Group Counseling

Juvenile Drug Identification and Referral Service
Community Related Institutional Probation
Research and Planning Unit
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Automation

The Special Services Office

Office of the Training Director

Youth Assistance Fund

Detention Area Improvement

Group Residences

Remedial Reading Programs
Wednesday’s Women

Cultural Counseling

Parental Visitation

Basic Education Project

Child Advocacy Unit

Detention Alternative Network

Family Counseling

Child Support Program ~ Public Law 93-647
Office of Management and Staff
Intensive Probation Unit

Pre-Hearing Intensive Supervision Unit

Being mindful of community concerns, Family Court is actively
involved with the community. Annually, an open house is held at Family
Court during Juvenile Justice Week. Local groups are invited to become
acquainted with the functions, goals and programs of the court. In 1983,
among the groups invited were attorneys newly appointed by the court to
represent juveniles. After hearing addresses by the judiciary and other
well known experts within the juvenile justice system, the groups toured
the facilities at Family Court.

Additionally, members of the judiciary participate in an ongoing pro-
gram which provides speakers for community, religious and professional
groups. This program ensures an open and positive communication within
the community.

Our Special Services Office continues to solicit volunteer participation
of adult citizens to work with young people referred by the court. The
volunteers offer supportive services, often on a one to one basis such as
tutoring, learning skills and preparing youths with job hunting skills.
Many community businesses offer facilities and provide resources for
recreational and cultural activities.

Once again, I was most happy to preside over our Family Court awards
ceremony, a program I initiated in 1982. This ceremony provided recog-
nition to numerous employees for outstanding achievement in their work
and for many years of loyal service to the court. Needless to say, the



success of our programs is determined by the sustained dedication of the
personnel at Family Court.

The statistical data immediately following this introduction summar-
izes the overall workload of the Family Court Division for the past five
years. Due to a change in the tabular format, data shown in earlier reports
required some adjustment.

Although we have accomplished much in the past year, we have severe
problems facing us. Meeting greater needs with a decreasing budget and
expediting the disposition of larger caseloads with fewer personnel are
challenges we must meet and overcome. I can assure you that the person-
nel at Family Court will expend every effort in meeting these added
responsibilities.



TABLE 1

TOTAL FILINGS, CASES DISPOSED 'AND

SESSIONS: 1979 TO 1983
1983 1982 1981 1980 1979
TOTAL PETITIONS FILED ....... 53,667 53,856 58,775 48,083 48,733
TOTAL CASES DISPOSED OF
IN ALL BRANCHES ............ 62,362 59,797 52,836 47,212 50,718
Through court hearing ........... 42,863 39,191 35,976 31,022 31,912
Without court hearing . .......... 12,712 13,529 9,641 9,296 10,464
Intake interviews at Youth Study
1@/117- NN 1,153 1,322 1,327 1,393 1,558
Divorces and annulments granted .. | 5,634 5,755 5,892 5,501 6,784
TOTAL COURT SESSIONS........ 2,904 3,037 3,148 3,206 2,938
TABLE 2
TOTAL FILINGS, CASES DISPOSED AND
SESSIONS: 1976 TO 1983
ALL DOMESTIC
YEAR BRANCHES | JUVENILE | RELATIONS |ADOPTION | DIVORCE
PETITIONS FILED
1979 .oiviveenn, 48,733 14,341 26,075 867 7,450
1980 ...l 48,083 15,497 24,793 838 6,955
1981 c.cvvinnnennnn 58,775 15,817 34,760 916 7,282
1982 ...ooiviieann, 53,856 14,815 31,479 989 6,573
1983 .., 53,667 14,092 32,087 383 6,605
CASES DISPOSED OF "
979 ...l 50,718 24,346 18,735 853 ° 6,784!
1980 ...covviiiinn 47,212 27,127 13,776 808 5,501t
1981 ... veiiet, 52,836 31,373 14,736 835 5,892!
1982 .. ... ol 59,797 31,456 21,550 1,036 5,755!
1983 . .iiiviiininn 62,362 35,289 20,491 948 5,634!
COURT SESSIONS
1979 ....oiiiiiaann 2,938 1,358 1,424 104 52
1980 .....cooivnls 3,206 1,504 1,561 89 52
1981 ... ..ot 3,148 1,692 1,301 103 52
1982 ...coivivinnn, 3,037 1,703 1,153 129 52
1983 ...t 2,904 1,702 1,033 117 52

'Numbers do not include motions and rules disposed.
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TOTAL CASES DISPOSED BY TYPE OF
HEARING: 1979 TO 1983
THOUSANDS

61 ommee
TOTAL CASES DISPOSED - ALL BRANCHES
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TABLE 3

CASES DISPOSED OF THROUGH COURT HEARING:

1979 TO 1983

1983 1982 1981 1980 1979
TOTAL CASES ................. 42,863 39,191 35,976 31,022 31,912
JUVENILE BRANCH ............ 31,761 27,034 | 26,529 21,668 18,272
Delinquency .......coovvevunnnn 11,860 12,267 14,081 12,746 13,069
Non-delinquency ........vo.... 18,356 13,598 10,967 7,418 3,865
Adults corrupting or endangering
the welfare of children ......... 1,400 1,062 1,198 1,281 934
Enforcement................... 145 107 283 223 404
DOMESTIC RELATIONS BRANCH | 10,154 11,121 8,612 8,546 12,787
ADOPTION BRANCH ........... 948 1,036 8035 808 853
Petitions for adoption ........... 481 551 416 452 430
Petitions for voluntary
relinquishment ................ 231 214 181 138 193
Petitions for involuntary
termination . «vovveenonnsoisonss 236 271 238 218 230
TABLE 4
CASES DISPOSED WITHOUT COURT HEARING: 1979 TO 1983
1983 1982 1981 1980 1979
TOTAL CASES .....c.oviinninnn 19,499 | 20,606 16,860 16,190 18,806
WITHOUT COURT HEARING....| 12,712 13,529 9,641 - 9,296 10,464
Juvenile Branch ...........o000 2,375 3,100 3,517 4,066 4,516
Domestic Relations Branch....... 10,337 10,429 6,124 5,230 5,948
YSC INTAKE INTERVIEWS...... 1,153 1,322 1,327 1,393 1,558
DIVORCES AND ANNULMENTS
GRANTED .......vivivvennann 5,634 5,755 5,892 5,501 6,784
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SUPPORT ORDER PAYMENTS, AND RESTITUTION:

TABLE 5

1979 TO 1983

1983 1982 1981 1980 1979
RECEIPTS IN
PAYMENT OF
SUPPORT ORDERS| $44,059,135 | $41,700,457 { $35,403,594 | $32,174,755 | $30,512,544
JUVENILE BRANCH:
Direct orders .. ... 4,186 4,659 6,283 6,535 7,278
Reimburse orders-
Dept. of Public
Welfare ........ 24,338 26,224 25,808 30,051 36,956
DOMESTIC RELA-
TIONS BRANCH..| 44,030,611 | 41,669,534 | 35,371,503 | 32,138,169 | 30,468,310
AFDCt . ... ..., 11,857,606 | 11,488,015 8,976,002 7,441,562 7,273,736
Non-AFDC ....... 32,173,004 | 30,181,519 | 26,395,501 } 24,696,607 | 23,194,574
RESTITUTION .... 60,699 48,287 35411 32,918 23,574

1Aid for Dependent Children,

1



THE JUVENILE BRANCH
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THE JUVENILE BRANCH

INTRODUCTORY

The welfare of the child is the guiding principle of the Juvenile Branch
of the Family Court.

The Juvenile Branch has jurisdiction in all proceedings concerning
allegations of dependency and delinquency, as well as over all dependent!
and delinquent? children®. Within this jurisdiction are all adults charged
with any act which corrupts or tends to corrupt children, or endangers
their welfare, or charged with any act of omission or commission, with
respect to children, in violation of any state law or local ordinance.

The purpose of juvenile law has been defined by the Supreme Court of
Pennsylvania as the “salvation of children” rather than the punishment of
offenders (Commonwealth v. Fisher, 213 Pa. 48). Accordingly, the child’s
total situation, rather than the specific delinquent conduct, is given pri-
mary consideration in determining dispositions. The Gault Decision of
the United States Supreme Court, which states that most constitutional
safeguards of the Fourteenth Amendment must be accorded to children as
well as to adults, has not undermined the basic child-centered philosophy
of the juvenile court.

'A “dependent child” is a child who is without proper parental care of control, subsistence,
education as required by law, or cther care or control necessary for physical, mental or emotional
health or morals; has been placed for care or adoption in violation of law; has been abandoned
by parent(s), guardian, or other custodian; is without a parent, guardian, or legal custodian; while
subject .to compulsory school attendance, is habitually and without justification truant from
school; has committed a specific act or acts of habitual disobedience of the reasonable and lawful
commands of his parent, guardian, or other custodian and s ungovernable and found to be in
need of care, treatment or supervision; or is under the age of ten years and has committed a
delinquent act.

2A “delinquent child” is a child ten years of age or older whom the court has found to have
commitied a delinquent act and is in need of treatment, supervision or rehabilitation. A “delin-
quent act” is an act designated a crime under the law of this Staie or of anothier State if the act
occurred in that State, or under Federal law, or under local ordinances; “delinquent act” shall.not
include the crime of murder nor shall it include summary offenses unless the child fails to pay a
fine levied thereunder.

3Child” is an individual who is under the age of 18 years, or under the age of 21 years who
committed an act of delinquency before reaching the age of 18 years.
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Neglect of a child’s essential needs — physical, emotional, and social —
may cause irreparable harm. The essential aims of the juvenile court are:
to prevent such harm; to discourage the establishment of anti-social ten-
dencies; and to help the child develop acceptable behavior. Since the
court perceives its role as that of promoting the child’s welfare, the atti-
tude and procedure of the court are relatively informal. The needs of the-
child, and the determination of a plan to help him, take precedence over
other considerations. Therefore, juveniles involved with the court:

(1) are treated in an informal, non-criminal proceeding;
(2) are represented by counsel at court hearings;

(3) are segregated from adult cases during detention, court hearings, and
commitment or treatment;

(4) are given a thorough social investigation, physical examination, and
mental study;

(5) receive special probation services, treatment, and commitment;

(6) are protected from embarrassment in later years by keeping their
records in strict confidence.

JUVENILE COURT PROCEDURE

Juvenile cases are brought to the attention of the court in one of three
ways: informal complaints, petitions by individuais or agencies, and
arrests. Previously closed cases may be reopened by petitions or motions
for amendment of the court decree.

Informal Complaints, - By stating the circumstances in an informal
complaint, any person may report a condition of alleged delinquency or
dependency which, in his opinion, needs investigation. If the complaint is
not within the jurisdiction of the court, it is directed to the proper agency.
Many of these complaints are presently handled by Counseling and Refer-
ral Services, an auxiliary unit of the juvenile court.

Petitions by Individuals or Agencies. — A complainant may cause a
petition to be filed, directly invoking the formal disposition of the court,
by submitting an affidavit or formal complaint. For example, each year a
number of petitions alleging truancy are initiated by the Board of
Education.

20



Arrests. — A special division of the police force, the Juvenile Aid
Division, is charged with the responsibility of enforcing criminal laws
against juveniles. Although any regular police officer may apprehend and
hold a juvenile, only a member of the Juvenile Aid Division can make an
arrest. A juvenile who is apprehended by a regular police officer is turned
over to a Juvenile Aid Division cfficer who determines whether or not the
child should be “arrested.” If not, the child is released and a “non-arrest”
is recorded. If the youth is arrested, he is either brought to the Youth
Study Center or released to his parents or guardian pending an intake
interview.

PRE-HEARING PROCESSING OF JUVENILE DELINQUENCY CASES

The Intake Unit at the Youth Study Center is authorized by the Presi-
dent Judge to screen all delinquency cases and determine whether or not
the court has jurisdiction and, if so, how that jurisdiction should be
exercised.

On the basis of an arrest or an affidavit, and in the presence of the
juvenile and his parents, the intake interviewer presides at a conference to
hear the facts of the case. At this time, the case is either disposed of or
referred to court. Pending the court hearing, the child is either released to
his parents or detained.

Since the law requires that detention have judicial authorization within
seventy-two hours, hearings are held in the juvenile court five days a
week, at which time a judge determines whether or not the juvenile shall
remain in detention. Additionally, judges are regularly assigned to preside
at such hearings on all Mondays and Fridays which are legal holidays.

Several other safeguards are provided. In accordance with the Juvenile
Act of 1972, an adjudicatory hearing is scheduled within 10 days if a
juvenile is in detention. These cases are relisted at specified intervals until
the juvenile is released from custody or the matter is disposed. An auto-
matic detention review hearing is held for all juveniles who have been
committed to ‘an institution or agency but have not been transferred
within 30 days after their commitment. Each day several court lists are
devoted to hearing cases of juveniles who are in custody.

Additionally, a Pre-Hearing Intensive Supervision Unit provides inten-
sive supervision to a limited number of youthful offenders who would
otherwise be held in custody, further reducing the number of juveniles in
detention.
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PRE-TRIAL HEARINGS

The pre-trial hearing is in essence a judicial “clearing house” for delin-
quency cases, which follows the Youth Study Center intake “interview”
or conference. This hearing is conducted by a judge, and consists of a
relatively informal presentation and evalution of all available informa-
tion, to determine whether the juvenile should be discharged, or the case
continued for an adjudicatory hearing. Present at the pre-trial hearing are
the child and his parents or guardian, counsel for the juvenile, and the
District Attorney or his assistant.

At the conclusion of the pre-trial hearing the court may:
(1) Order that the juvenile be discharged as to the offense;

(2) Grant a motion, made by the District Attorney or by the complain-
ant, to withdraw the petition;

(3) Order a Consent Decree;

(4) Make an adjudication of delinquency on the basis of the juvenile’s
admission of the facts recited in the petition; or

(5) Schedule the case for an adjudicatory hearing.

Consent Decree. — The Juvenile Act of 1972 provides that, at any
time after the filing of a petition, and before entry of an adjudication
order, the court may suspend the procnedings and place the child under
supervision, under terms and conditions negotiated with the probation
department and agreed to by the affected parties. This order, placing the
child under supervision, with neither an adjudication of delinquency nor
an admission of guilt, is known as a Consent Decree.

A Consent Decree automatically remains in force for six months. How-
ever, under certain specified conditions, the following alternatives are
provided by law.

(1) The decree may be terminated and the child discharged from super-
vision sooner than six months;

(2) Prior to the date of expiration, the decree may be extended for an
additional six months; or
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(3) Prior to expiration or termination of the decree, the petition may be
reinstated as if the Consent Decree had never been entered.

Although there is no adjudication of delinquency when a Consent
Decree is entered, a court record is created nevertheless.

ADJUDICATORY HEARINGS

Delinquency cases which are not disposed of at the pre-trial hearing are
scheduled for an adjudicatory hearing. Present at the adjudicatory hearing
are all the individuals present at the pre-trial, as well as the arresting
officer or complainant and any witnesses. At the adjudicatory hearing
evidence is presented, and witnesses and complainants are cross-
examined.

Dependent petitions are heard only at adjudicatory hearings. There is
no complement to the pre-trial hearing for allegations of dependency.

After hearing the evidence on the petition, the court determines
whether the child is a dependent child, or, if the petition alleges that the
child is delinquent, whether the acts ascribed to the child were committed
by him. If the court finds that the child is not a dependent child, or that
the allegations of delinquency have not been established, it dismisses the
petition. If the court finds that a child is, in fact, either dependent or
delinquent, the court proceeds immediately, or at a postponed hearing, to
make a proper disposition of the case.

CERTIFICATION HEARINGS

After a petition has been filed alleging delinquentconduct and the child
is 14 years of age or more, the District Attorney’s office, or the juvenile,
may request the court to transfer the case to criminal court for prosecu-
tion. A certification hearing is held to determine if criteria required for
certification are met and if transfer to criminal court for prosecution
should be made.

ORDERS OF THE COURT

Following adjudication, and after an inquiry into the facts, the judge
determines whether the best interests and welfare of the child, and the
community, require the court to intervene in the care, guidance, and con-
trol of the child, and makes an order accordingly.
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If the child is found to be a dependent child, the court may make any
of the following orders of disposition.

(1) Permit the child to remain with his parents or guardian, subject to
such conditions and limitations as the court may prescribe, includ-
ing supervision as directed by the court for the protection of the
child.

(2) Subject to conditions and limitations as the court prescribes,
trensfer legal custody to any of the following:

(a) any individual in Pennsylvania or elsewhere who is found by
the court to be qualified to receive and care for the child;

(b) any agency or other private organization which is authorized
by law to receive the child and provide for his care;

{c) a public agency authorized by law to receive and provide for
the child.

(3) Transfer custody of the child to the juvenile court of another state.

A dependent child may not be committed or confined in any facility
designed or operated for delinquent children, unless the child is also
found to be a delinquent child.

If the child is found to be a delinquent child, the court may make any
of the following orders of disposition.

(1) Any order authorized for the disposition of a dependent child.

(2) Place the child on probation under supervision of the probation
department of the court, or of the court of another state, under
conditions and limitations the court prescribes.

(3) Commit the child to an institution, youth development center,
camp, or other facility for delinquent children, operated under the
direction or supervision of any public authority which is approved
by the Department of Public Welfare.

(4) If the child is twelve years of age or older, commit the child to an
institution operated by the Department of Public Welfare.

(5) Order payment of fines, costs, or restitution.
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There are certain additional provisions of law which affect the disposi-
tion of delinquent children.

(1) No child shall initially be committed to an institution for a period
of longer than three years, or a period longer than he could have
been sentenced by the court had he been convicted of the same
offense as an adult, whichever is less.

(2) No child shall be committed or transferred to a penal institution or
other facility, used primarily for the execution of sentences of
adults convicted of a crime.

(3) Since a finding of delinquency is not a conviction of a crime, it
does not impose any civil disability ordinarily resulting from a
conviction. The disposition of a child, or any evidence given in the
juvenile court may only be used at subsequent juvenile hearings,
for preparation of pre-sentence investigations and reports in adult
court, or in a civil hearing where the child’s reputation or charac-
ter is an issue.

Disposition of Mentally Ill or Mentally Retarded Child. — If at
any hearing involving an allegedly dependent or delinquent child, the
evidence indicates that the child may be subject to commitment or deten-
tion under the provisions of the Mental Health and Mental Retardation
Act of 1966 or Mental Health Procedures Act of 1976, the court shall
proceed under the provisions of these acts.

Amendment, Change, or Extension of Court Orders. — All orders
with respect to delinquent or dependent children, until they attain the
age of 21 years, are subject to amendment, change or extension by the
court, upon motion by the disirict attorney, probation officer, defense
counsel, or any other interested person.

Cases are reopened for the following reasons:

(1) Case review - State law and court policy provide that the com-
mitting court shall review each delinquent commitment or depend-
ent placement every six months from the date of commitment or
placement.

(2) Rehearings or appeals where errors of law or of fact are alleged.

(3) Rehearings to amend or revoke orders when circumstances have
changed.
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SUPERVISION OF CHILDREN

Children placed on probation, or under protective supervision as in the
case of dependent children, are permitted to remain at home but under
the supervision of a probation officer.

This supervision entails periodic visits to the child’s home and school.
The probation officer interviews the child and the parents in an attempt
to discover the cause of the child’s difficulties. Additional insight is
gained through visits to the child’s teachers, school counselor or princi-
pal. The probation officer seeks remedies for the child’s difficulties while
offering support and encouragement to the child, so that a healthy adjust-
ment to the community is achieved.

In addition to conducting investigations and supervising delinquent
and dependent children, the probation officers work with the Medical
Branch in scheduling appointments for mental or physical examinations
and in carrying out medical recommendations. Additionally, when any
child is committed to an institution, or child-placing agency, a summary
of the court’s findings is provided by the probation department.

in the more serious cases for which the court does not consider proba-
tion an adequate remedy, or for which it has been tried and proven unsa-
tisfactory, commitment to an institution is indicated. The institutions to
which children are committed are founded on the principle that the train-
ing and education provided to children should enable the child to find a
place in the community. In order to increase the probability of insitu-
tional rehabilitation and effective return to the community, the court
established the Community Related Institutional Probation Unit. Child-
ren who are committed to institutions are assigned a probation officer
from this unit who maintains a continuous relationship with the child
and his parents during commitment as well as after discharge from the
institution.

SUPPORT FOR CHILDREN IN PLACEMENT

The juvenile court has the power to order the parent to contribute
such sum as it may determine for the support of a child committed to a
child-placing agency, an institution, or an individual.

In cases where children are placed in private homes or institutions, the
court may place a support order on the parent, or it may place an order
on the City Department of Public Welfare with the proviso that the par-
ent or parents reimburse the city all or part of the amount.

26



When an order is made by the court, a certificate of this action is
transmitted to the Bureau of Accounts, the City Department of Public
Welfare, the child-care accounts of the Department of Collections, and
the agency or institution to which the child is committed. The agencies
and institutions bill the City Department of Public Welfare for the
amounts due and the bills and accounts are checked by the agents of the
child-care accounts of the City Department of Collections.

The accounting of these orders is the responsibility of the Bureau of
Accounts. Payments received from persons ordered to contribute support
are disbursed to the beneficiaries, and the City Treasurer receives pay-
ment on orders to reimburse the city.

Although the Bureau of Accounts is responsible for the receipt of
money from orders made by the court, it does not follow up on orders
which fall into arrears. The City Department of Collections is responsible
for orders in arrears that deal with reimbursement to the city. They may
request the Enforcement Unit to file affidavits on non-payment orders.
Cases referred to the court on attachments are disposed of through a
court hearing.

In cases where parents have become delinquent in payments for juve-

nile support orders, the Enforcement Unit initiates action to have pay-
ments made.
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SUMMARY

The statistics presented are not an exact measure of the nature and
extent of juvenile delinquency or dependency in this city, but rather a
statement of the types of cases dealt with and disposed of by the Juvenile
Branch of this court.

TOTAL CASES DISPOSED OF - JUVENILE BRANCH
1979 TO 1983

1983 1982 1981 1980 1979
Total cases disposed- of ..... 35,289 31,456 31,373 27,127 24,346
Through court hearing ...... 31,761 27,034 26,529 21,668 18,272
New Charges .......e.eueen 13,055 14,114 *15,771 13,949 13,519
Delinquency ............... 9,032 10,043 11,856 10,372 10,966
Adults corrupting or endangering
the welfare of children ... 1,400 1,062 1,198 1,281 934
Non-delinquency cases ..... 2,623 3,009 2,717 2,296 1,619
Review hearings ........... 18,706 12,920 10,758 7,719 4,753
Delinquency  .......o.vune 2,833 2,234 2,318 2,420 2,163
Non-delinquency .......... 15,873 10,686 8,440 5,299 2,590
Without court hearing — .
Review hearings ........... 2,375 3,100 3,517 4,066 4,516
Delinquency .............. 2,314 3,048 3,435 3,983 4,345
Non-delinquency «....... - 61 52 82 83 171
Youth Study Center intake
INErVIEWS oo iviteiniennnns 1,153 1,322 1,327 1,393 1,558

During 1983, 35,289 cases consisting of 14,208 new charges and
21,081 review hearings were disposed of by the court. A total of 14,986
cases involving new charges were received by the Juvenile Branch in
1983 for disposition. A “new charge” is a specific charge for which no
previous disposition has been made. “Review hearings” are those cases
already under court supervision which are returned to court for review or
amendment of the original disposition.
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In 1983, juvenile non-delinquency cases comprised the major portion
of the Juvenile Branch workload (57 percent) as compared with delin-
quent cases (43 percent). This is a reversal of previous years and is attrib-
utable to significant increases in non-delinquent review hearings.
Although the total number of delinquency cases disposed has been
decreasing, new charges of delinquency still account for 72 percent of all
new charges disposed of by the Juvenile Branch.

Cases and Children. — In counting “‘cases’” each child is counted
separately and as many times as he was dealt with by the court on a new
charge disposed of during the year. In counting ‘‘children’’, each child is
counted only once — the first time he was dealt with by the court on a
new charge disposed of during the year. The case “disposed of” rather
than the case “received” is used as the statistical unit in this report
because it is at the final stage of procedure that we have the nearest
approach to complete information about the case. From an administrative
standpoint, statistics of disposition or cases disposed of are significant
because each case represents a certain amount of administrative machin-
ery set in motion each time the child is referred to the court. Statistics of
individual children dealt with by the court are useful: (1) in showing
facts which can be compared with the total juvenile population of this
city; (2) in relating the reports of the court to those of other agencies
serving children; and (3) in indicating from year to year whether the
juvenile court is called upon to handle more children.



DELINQUENCY CASES

Juvenile court statistics alone cannot be used as an index of the gravity
of juvenile delinquency in a community, but only as an indication of the
manner and extent to which the court is called upon to deal with children
in the community. They show the number of allegedly delinquent child-
ren whose cases were referred to the juvenile court and were disposed of
during the calendar year and should not be confused with statistics of
arrests by the police. Cases disposed of by the court include those arrested
by city police officers, cases referred by private police (railroad police and
store detectives), and cases referred to court by agencies or individuals.
After arrest or referral, delinquency cases are either disposed of at the
Youth Study Center by intake interviewers or are referred to court. The
children are investigated by probation officers, examined physically and
mentally by court physicians, psychologists and psychiatrists, given a
hearing, and their cases disposed of by the judge. These investigations and
examinations take time, and many days may elapse between the date of
arrest, or referral to court, and the date of final disposition by the judge.
Consequently, arrests during a specified period of time are not compara-
bie with court dispositions during the same period!,

Obviously, it is impossible to estimate how many delinquent children
escaped the attention of the law. A large number of complaints to police
concerning children under 18 years of age, are handled as non-arrests or
remedial cases because the offenses are trivial. In 1983, there were 14,100
remedial cases recorded by the police, 9,656 boys and 4,444 girls. Con-
duct which may cause one parent or neighborhood trouble enough to
justify a complaint to the authorities may cause no trouble at all to
another parent or neighborhood.

However, the more serious forms of youthful misconduct cannot be
tolerated or dealt with informally to any great extent. The police and the
court are both most likely to intercede formally in the public’s behalf in
such cases. The court is also a place of last resort to which children are
referred after other agencies have failed to effect a proper adjustment.
Court cases, therefore, serve as an index of the amount of misbehavior
currently defined as serious by the community through its schools, law
enforcement agencies, and parents. Detailed statistics showing the nature
of offenses, types of dispositions, and the like, can shed important light on
the changing severity of the problems.

ISee statistics of arrests and court dispositions ~ Table 9,
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During 1983, 1,147 new delinquent cases were processed by the Juve-
nile Branch. A total of 10,185 new cases involving 7,323 individual chil-
dren, were disposed of by the court. Included are children who had one or
more new offenses disposed of. In essence, the number of cases was 39
percent higher than the number of children involved as compared to 41
percent in 1982. New cases of delinquency decreased by 10 percent in
1983, while the number of separate children involved decreased by 9
perceat.

There appears to be a downward trend in delinquency cases, as evi-
denced by a decline in disposed cases, in four of the last five years. It
should be noted however, that summary! and status? cases are not
included in new delinquency cases processed by the Juvenile Branch.

All things considered, only a small number of Philadelphia children of
juvenile-court ages were referred to the juvenile court as alleged delin-
quents (3 percent) in 1983. However, this ratio varies with age and sex.
Ten percent of the boys, 15 to 17 years of age were delinquent as com-
pared with 1 percent of the girls. For boys 16 years of age, the ratio was
13 percent.

Ratio:
Cases Individual Cases per
children 100
children

1979 . e e 12,524 8,694 144
1980 e e 11,765 8,071 146
1981 e 13,183 8,847 149
1982 11,365 8,045 141
1983 .. 10,185 7,323 139
Boys cviiiiiiiiiia e 9,074 6,419 142
Girls ... viiiiiiii i L1l 904 123

Boys’ cases decreased 10 percent from 1982 as compared to a 15 per-
cent decrease for giris’ cases. White boys’ cases show a .decrease of 16
percent while white girls’ cases decreased 28 percent. Non-white boys’
cases decreased 7 percent while cases involving non-white girls decreased
11 percent.

'Unless fines levied are not paid,
Classified as dependent cases.
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SUMMARY

Of the 10,185 cases of delinquency disposed of in 1983:

9,074 or 89 percent were boys
1,111 or 11 percent were girls
2,621 or 26 percent were white
7,564 or 74 percent were non-white

These cases of delinquency were referred to court for the following
reasons:

6,083 or 60 percent, for various types of theft
170 or 2 percent, for sex offenses
1,839 or 18 percent, for injury to person (including homicide)
470 or 5 percent, for carrying deadly weapons or other weapons
offenses
401 or 4 percent, for acts of malicious mischief
457 or 4 percent, for drug law violations
300 or 3 percent, for runaway from institutions
465 or 4 percent, for other offenses

These cases were disposed of as follows:

3,677 or 36 percent, were withdrawn, discharged, or adjusted

4,725 or 47 percent, were placed on probation

1,339 or 13 percent, were committed to institutions or agencies
444 or 4 percent, were disposed of in various other ways

Eighty-nine percent of the new cases disposed of during 1983 were
disposed of through court hearing, 90 percent of the boys’ cases, and 78
percent of the girls’ cases.

METHOD OF DISPOSITION - JUVENILE DELINQUENCY
1982 AND 1983

Delinquency cases disposed of
Method of disposition Number Percent distribution

Total Boys Girls Total Boys Girls

Total: 1983 .............. 10,185 9,074 | L1111 100 100 100

Through court bearing...... 9,032 8,164 868 89 90 78
Disposed of at intake

INLEIVIEWS oL vvvvviennnns 1,153 910 243 i1 10 22

Total: 1982 .............. 11,365 | 10,058 1,307 100 100 100

Through court hearing...... 10,043 8,984 1,059 88 89 81
Disposed of at intake

INEIVIEWS , . vvivvnv s 1,322 1,074 248 12 11 19
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SEX AND AGE

Boys outnumbered girls among the cases of alleged delinquency dis-
posed of during 1983, 9,074 boys and 1,111 girls. Although the total
number of girls’ cases is much smaller than the number of boys' cases, the
seriousness of the offenses committed by girls has escalated in recent
years. In the early and mid-seventies, 12 to 20 percent of the girls were
referred to court for offenses involving injury to a person; however, since
1978 these offenses have accounted for approximately one-third of girls’
cases.

Offenses involving theft continue to be the most common offense com-
mitted by juveniles accounting for 38 percent of girls’ cases and 62 per-
cent of boys' cases.

Forty-nine percent of the delinquency cases in 1983 concerned children
under 16 years of age.

Delinguency cases disposed of
Age of child Number Percent distribution

Total Boys Girls Total Boys Girls

Total ..ot 10.185 { 9.074 LIt 100 100 100
Under 16 years .......... 5015 | 4.396 619 49 48 56
10 vears .o.vveninvuninn, 109 99 10 1 1 |
11 years ... oveunnvinny. 217 200 17 2 2 2
12 years ..oovveveinvinnns 169 418 51 5 4 5
I3 vears .. .. cov,evnienns 809 698 111 8 8 10
14 vears ..ocveiininnn . 1.45% 1.260 191 14 14 17
15 years .. v 1.960 1.721 239 19 19 21
16 vears.and over,........ 5170 | 4,678 492 51 52 44
16.y€ars ..o 2,592 | 2323 269 26 26 24
17 years ...ovvuvininnan, 2,578 | 2,355 223 25 26 20

In 1983, 17-year old boys and 16-year old girls comprised the largest
category of offenders. Fifty-two percent of the boys’ cases and 44 percent
of the girls’ cases involved children 16 and 17 years of age. Fifteen percent
of the boys and 18 percent of the girls were under 14 years of age.
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REASON FOR REFERENCE TO COURT

Due to changes in processing summary and status cases,! the cases
referred to court tend to be more serious. However, as in past years, theft
was the most prevalent form of delinquency referred to this court and
accounted for 6,083 cases, or 60 percent of all delinquency cases disposed
of during 1983. Within this category, burglary, robbery and larceny were
the most frequently committed offenses.

Delinquency cases disposed of
Offenses Number Percent distribution

Total Boys Girls Total Boys Girls

Total CaSES «.vveevvninnns 10,185 9,074 1,111 100 100 100

Theft (all types) .......... 6,083 5,660 423 60 62 38
Aggravated assaults and

homicide . ............... 1,628 1,312 316 16 14 28

Other injury to person...... 211 146 65 2 2 6

Drug law violations ....... 457 412 45 4 5 4

Weapons offenses ......... 470 396 74 5 4 7

Sex offenses .............. 170 154 16 2 2 1

Vandalism and arson....... 164 151 13 1 2 1

Other malicious mischief .. .. 237 200 37 2 2 3

Runaway from institution ... 300 252 48 3 3 4

All other offenses.......... 465 391 74 5 4 7

Injury to person was the next largest category of offenses accounting
for 18 percent of delinquent cases in 1983.

Weapons offenses accounted for 5 percent of the total cases, as in the
previous year. Sex offenses, as in past years, accounted for 2 percent of the
cases.

Drug law violations comprised 4 percent of delinquent offenses in
1983.
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SOURCE OF REFERENCE TO COURT

The term “source of reference to court” as used in this report refers to

the person or agency formally bringing the case to the attention of the
Juvenile Branch of this court.

Ninety-two percent of the boys were referred to court by police offic-
ers, as compared with 73 percent of the girls. Twenty-five percent of the
girls were referred to court by parents, relatives, or other individuals as
compared with 6 percent of the boys. The 35th Police District had the
highest number of referrals, 765, followed by the 25th District with 703.

Cases are referred ¢ the Juvenile Branch from other sources such as
school authorities (including attendance officers), social agencies, and
other authorities outside Philadelphia.

Juvenile Aid Division officers have broad discretion in determining
whether the complaint shall be treated as an “arrest” or as a ““non-arrest.”
There were 14,100 police complaints handled as non-arrests or remedial
cases that did not reach the juvenile court.

FAMILY SITUATION OF CHILDREN

The family provides a climate for the physical, emotional and social
development of the child. It is a system of rules and expectations. These
have to do with what is permitted within the family for each of its
members and what expectations there are outside the home. Attitudes,
beliefs and approaches to solving problems are learned within the family.
Family cohesiveness and a sense of mutual regard are able to strengthen
desirable development of the child.

It is obvious that economics and fate have important parts in determin-
ing the family’s behavior. When there is disruption of the family through
physical abuse and ill health, and when parents separate, readjustments
among all members are required to restore stability. When families are
disrupted, appropriate models for the child to emulate may be absent.
Conflict-habituated families, single parents and families with stepparents
pose conditions that may affect the child’s character and other personal
qualities. One-parent families are more likely to have economic hardships
and be dependent on the welfare system. Such factors have an impact on
the child’s personal and social growth.
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In dealing with the problem of delinquent children, the court seeks to
involve the entire family and takes into consideration the social factors

mentioned previously.

The majority of children charged with delinquent offenses lived at
home. In 1983, 88 percent of these children lived with their own families.
Of this number, 65 percent lived with one parent and 35 percent lived
with the natural parents or a parent and stepparent.

Residence of child and

Children involved in delinquency cases

parents’ marital Boys Girls

relationship Total Non- Non-

White white White white

Residence of child 7,323 1,800 4,619 192 712
Child living at home with: 6,463 1,674 4,026 164 599
Both parents ......oovvvenvivnnn 1,912 783 935 74 120
Parent and stepparent ........... 353 11 209 10 23
Mother. . ..ovviiineiiiaineinns 3,892 684 2,706 68 434
Father ......0 iveeeinininenn 306 96 176 12 22
Child not living at  home: 676 84 495 14 83
In other family home........... 598 70 443 9 76
In institution or agency .......... 70 10 51 3 6
Independent .......coivviiiitnnn 8 4 1 2 1
Residence of child not reported ... 184 42 98 14 30
Marital status of natural parents 7,323 1,800 4,619 192 712
Married , ... 1,885 775 919 75 116
Parent(s) deceased ............... 834 159 574 24 77
Divorced +.oveveriinneniiinnes 255 99 122 13 21
Separated . ..ot il 2,109 499 1,346 50 214
Not married ......c.ovvivnennen 779 55 602 4 118
Not reported .coeveennenervnnnn. 1,461 213 1,056 26 166

As to the marital status of the natural parents, 26 percent were married
and living together, 29 percent were separated, in 11 percent of the rela-
tionships a spouse was deceased, 11 percent were not married and 3
percent were divorced. Twenty percent of the relationships were not

reported.

37



TYPE OF DISPOSITION

The disposition in children’s cases varies with the individual. The
child’s particular needs, home situation, age, and the character and nature
of any previous delinquencies, if any, as well as the type of facilities
available for care, guidance and control are factors taken into considera-
tion by the judge in deciding the type of treatment to be given.

During 1983, as in previous years, the dispositions most frequently
made were withdrawn, discharged, adjusted, or probation. Of the 10,185
new cases disposed of, 1,153 were disposed of by intake interviewers at
the Youth Study Center and required no further court action. The remain-
ing 9,032 new cases required a court hearing and were disposed of as
follows: 29 percent were withdrawn or discharged; 52 percent were pro-
bationed; 15 percent were committed to institutions or agencies; and 4
percent were otherwise disposed of.

Delinquency cases disposed of
Type of disposition Number Percent distribution
Total Boys Girls Total Boys Girls
Total cases .............. 10,185 9,074 1,111 100 100 100
Referred elsewhere ........ 57 54 3 1 1 -
Wiinhdrawn, discharged or
adjusted o, oiihiiiit 3,677 3,196 481 36 35 43
Probation. .....covvvenn.. 4,725 4,169 556 46 46 50
Committed t& institution for
delinquents ............. 1,211 1,178 33 12 13 3
Committed to other
institutions or agencies . ... 128 118 10 1 i 1
Certified to criminal court. .. 215 211 4 2 2 -1
Restitution or fines...... eee 79 73 6 1 | I
(6111 S 93 75 18 1 1 2

Less than 0.5 percent

38



CASES CERTIFIED TO CRIMINAL COURT

Two hundred and eleven boys and 4 girls were certified to the criminal
court for prosecution, charged with the following offenses: Assaults, 45;
robbery, 102; burglary, 40; other stealing, 7; rape, 10; weapons offenses,
1; other offenses, 10.

PROBATION

Probation is intended for the treatment of delinquent children who do
not habitunally offend and who are likely to respond to supervision. Under
the Juvenile Act, a Consent Decree! allows probation for six months,
unless the child is discharged sooner by the court.

Fifty-two percent of the cases disposed of at court hearing were placed
under supervision of probation officers; 51 percent of the boys’ cases and
64 percent of the girls’ cases.

The following table shows the type of dispositions classified under
“Probation”;

Types of dispositions Delinquency cases disposed of
classified as Total
“probation” Boys Girls
Percent
Number distribution

All types of probation .............. 4,725 100 4,169 556
Probation only........cocviviinn., 2,048 43 1,858 190
Clinical services probation?........... 53 1 45 8
Intensive probation ................. 50 1 47 3
Probation and restitution ............ 373 8 340 33
Medical probation........coovviinn 1 - 1 -
Consent'decree ........ccveevenernas 1,927 41 1,641 286
Consent decree and restitution......., 273 6 237 36

'See page 22.
2Mental health services

o
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COMMITMENT

The term commitment as used in this report includes children placed in
care of the Department of Public Welfare, private agencies, or
institutions, by order of the court. During 1983, commitments were
ordered in 15 percent of the new charges disposed of at court hearing.

REVIEW HEARINGS

Changing circumstances or new facts brought to the attention of the
court often require modification of previous dispositions. All orders of the
court with respect to delinquent children, up to the attainment of age 21,
are subject to amendment, change, or extension by the judge, upon
motion of the District Attorney or a probation officer, or upon petition of
counsel, or any other interested person,

Dispositions such as probation and commitment to child-placing agen-
cies, institutions, and individuals usually are made for indefinite periods.
In order to change the disposition it is necessary to reopen the case by
motion or petition. These cases are investigated by the probation depart-
ment and a report with recommendations as to the best disposition is
made to the court. In dispositions for commitment the judge frequently
makes a proviso that a repori of the child’s adjustment to his new environ-
ment, or the ability of the parent to pay for the child’s maintenance, be
made at a specified time. In any event, the law and court policy require
that any commitment or placement be reviewed every six months.
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NON-DELINQUENCY CASES

This court has exclusive jurisdiction in all proceedings affecting “dependent
children”,! as defined in the Juvenile Act of December, 1972, amended in
August, 1977. In this report, dependent child cases are referred to as non-
delinquency cases.

Non-delinquency cases are conducted in an informal manner ~ in the pres-
ence of only those involved in the proceedings. The presiding judge reviews the
facts at hand, and recommendations made by the probation and medical depart-
ments, and disposes of the case in accordance with the best interests and welfare
of the child. Representatives of the Department of Public Welfare and the Child
Advocate are present in the room.

In 1983, 18,356 non-delinquency cases were disposed of at a court hearing.
An additional 61 cases were disposed of without a court hearing. These are
usually cases discharged from supervision or commiiment which require judicial
approval but not a court hearing.

Other hearings were held which are not included in the statistics because they
occurred before the filing of » non-delinquency petition. There were 384 hear-
ings held for emergency protective custody or treatment in cases involving
mental health or suspected child abuse.

During 1983, 2,457 new non-delinquency cases were received by the Juve-
nile Branch. A total of 2,623 new cases involving 1,916 families were disposed
of by the court. Compared with 1982, the number of new cases disposed of
decreased 13 percent, while the number of families involved decreased 12
percent.

In addition to the new cases, there were 15,794 review hearings. Cases
previously disposed are reviewed for several reasons e.g. re-examine placements
or commitments; changing circumstances of the children or their families; new
facts brought to the court’s attention which required reconsideration of the
previous disposition.

In 1983, dispositions of non-delinquency cases, both new cases and review
hearings, increased 35 percent. This increase was due in part to mandatory
hearings when children are placed in shelter care. When a child is placed for
more than 30 days, a petition must be filed and a court hearing held,

!See page 19.

DO T
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The ages of children in non-delinquency cases ranged from a few
months to over 17 years.

Sixty percent of the new non-delinquency cases disposed of were
referred to court by the Department of Public Welfare; 15 percent by
relatives or individuals; 6 percent by the court; and 18 percent by the
school authorities.

Only 10 percent of the non-delinquent children were living with both
their own parents; 42 percent were living with one parent; 11 percent
were living in other family homes with a parent and stepparent, foster
pareats, relatives or a guardian; while 37 percent were living in institu-
tions or agencies.

Forty-eight percent of the non-delinquent children were committed to
the Department of Public Welfare; 4 percent were placed in custody of
their parents, a relative or guardian; 24 percent were placed under protec-
tive supervision; 21 percent of the petitions were dismissed or withdrawn.

REVIEW HEARINGS

During 1983, 15,794 non-delinquency cases already under court juris-
diction were reviewed, 15,733 were disposed of through court hearing
and 61 were motions for amendment confirmed by a judge without court
hearing, or administratively disposed of.

The most frequent reasons for reviewing non-delinquency cases were:
discharge from commitment, 1,268, discharge from supervision, 576, case
review, 562 and report by order of the court, 13,322.

Of the 15,794 cases reviewed in 1983, 83 percent remained in place-
ment; 12 percent were discharged from supervision or commitment; 3
percent were placed under protective supervision; and 1 percent were
committed to the Department of Public Welfare.
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ADULT CASES

The Adult Unit, Juvenile Branch is concerned with cases involving
adult crimes against children and exercises authority in the following
types of adult cases:

(1) Any adult charged with corrupting, or tending to corrupt the mor-
als of any child under the age of 18 years, or who aids or encour-
ages any such child in the commissior of any crime, or in violating
any order of the court.

(2) Any parent, guardian, or other person supervising the welfare of a
child under 18 years who is charged with knowingly endangering
the welfare of the child by violating a duty of care, protection or
support.

(3) Any adult charged with a crime against a child under 18 years such
as simple or aggravated assault, indecent assault, rape, etc.

In adult cases the judge sits as a Municipal Court Judge. In this capac-
ity, he may make final disposition of any case concerning a crime for
which the maximum sentence is five years or less. In cases concerning
crimes having a maximum sentence of more than 5 years, he presides over
a preliminary hearing and determines whether or not the evidence war-
rants holding the accused for trial. If it does, the accused is referred for
action and subsequent trial in the criminal court.

In 1983, 1,382 cases involving adults charged with corrupting or
endangering the welfare of children were received by the Adult Unit of
the court for disposition. A total of 1,400 cases consisting of 1,319 new
charges and 81 truancy cases were disposed of in 1983.

Adult cases (excluding truancy cases) disposed of involved 128 female
and 1,191 male offenders. An analysis of the cases show 7 percent of
womens’ cases involved a sex offense while 37 percent of the male offend-
ers were charged with sex offenses. Rape accounted for 36 percent of all
sex offenses. Of those charged with sex offenses, 27 percent were under 25
years; 64 percent were between 25 and 50 years; and 9 percent were 50 or
more years of age. The disposition of these cases, sex and non-sex
offenses, show that 46 percent were held for trial, and 32 percent were
discharged.
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ENFORCEMENT UNIT

The Enforcement Unit is responsible for following up reimbursement
and restitution orders and handles the following types of cases:

(1) attachments for non-payment of orders for reimbursement of child
care.

{2) petitions requesting orders of support against parents for care of a
child committed or accepted into an agency or institution.

(3) petitions for non-payment of restitution orders.

(4) motions to discharge children from commitment or vacate orders
against the Department of Public Welfare or parents.

Enforcement cases are review hearings rather than new cases since they
involve changes to previous court orders.

During 1983, 67 petitions and 191 motions were filed or received by
the Enforcement Unit. One hundred and seventy-five cases were disposed
of, 145 through court hearing and 30 without a court hearing.

Petitions filed by Department of

Public Welfare. ... it e i e e 14
Motions filed by Department of

Public Welfare and othesS. . oot i e et et e 131
Miscellaneous ...... L A PP 30

The Enforcement Unit is an important point of contact for the Juvenile
Branch and outside agencies who request information. In 1983, this unit
responded to 10,695 such requests.
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COUNSELING AND REFERRAL SERVICES

Counseling and Referral Services (CRS) was established as a diversion
operation in 1957. Its basic functions are to intercept, service and divert
juvenile first time and minor offenders from the formal court process.

CRS is supported and financed by the court. In 1983, approximately
1,400 cases were received at CRS. Ninety-eight percent of CRS caseload
was disposed of in 1983, 77 percent without court involvement.

CRS accepts cases involving short term counseling. If the initial inter-
view uncovers more serious problems, the family is referred to the agency
in the community best suited to meet their particular needs. All counsel-
ing involves the child and his/her family. CRS does not become involved
in cases which are already under the supervision of the court.

The Philadelphia Board of Education refers all truancy cases to CRS.
The counselor works with the child and parent(s) to resolve the problem
while maintaining contact with the schcol regarding the child’s progress.
After a thirty day period, a recommendsaticn may be made to withdraw
the request to file a truancy petition, continve to work with the child or
refer the case to court. In cases where there is no cooperation from the
child and the family, it is usually recommended (hat the case go to court.
Truancy cases represented 8 percent of CRS total case load in 1983.

CRS also accepts cases in which the parties are related i.e. juveniles,
their parent(s) or guardians. Either party may be complainant; however,
in most cases it is the adult. After the initial intake interview, families are
usually referred to other community based services for indepth counse-
ling/therapy. If however, there is no progress or cooperation and court
involvement is required, CRS assists and supports the client through the
initial stages. Related cases accounted for 92 percent of CRS caseload in
1983.

CRS also offers “mediation” services in complaints about children by
neighbors or others not related to the child. This provides a non-court
resolution process for a variety of minor complaints and community con-
flicts. Non-related cases represented less than 1 percent of the 1983 total
caseload.

CRS clients come from all geographical sections of the city. Many are
self referrals while others are referred by the Police Department, Family
Court units, the Board of Education, community groups, other organiza-
tions and churches.
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CRS has acted as a consultant to: agencies planning in the areas of
juvenile justice; groups in the process of creating a new service; and
national organizations concerned about juveniles and their needs.

Additionally, CRS has served as a field placement experience for

undergraduate and graduate students from several colleges and
universities.
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THE SPECIAL SERVICES OFFICE

In December, 1983, the Special Services Office marked its tenth year of
service to Family Court and its clients. The primary purpose of this ¢ffice
is to involve citizen participation in the juvenile justice system through a
volunteer program. To accomplish this goal, the Special Services Office
recruits, screens and trains volunteers to provide varied services through-
out the court.

During 1983, 168 citizens contributed 21,452 hours of service to Fam-
ily Court and its juvenile clients. In addition, the Special Services Office
provides the court with current social service information.

The Special Services Office is comprised of three major components:
the Information Center, the Youth Employment Unit and the STEPS
program. Additionally, a variety of other projects are undertaken
throughout the year.

(1) Information Center - The Information Center provides court staff
with vp-to-date, comprehensive, community resource information.
Local grassroot programs are given as much emphasis as more
traditional larger agencies. The information resource file contained
over 3,000 entries by the end of 1983, ranging from church-
basement tutoring programs to hospital clinics. The Information
Center also offers updated listings of human services through the
computerized Community Resource Information Service (CRIS).
The purpose of this service is to assist the court in making inter-
agency referrals.

An additicnal project of the Information Center is the preparation
and distribution of a montlly newsletter, the Insider. This periodi-
cal highlights court activities, describes community organizations
and projects, and provides other information of interest to court
personnel.

(2) Youth Employment Unit - The Youth Employment Unit of the
Specizl Services Office concentrates volunteer time and energy on
the problem of finding full and part time jobs for court referred
teenagers. In 1983, 159 clients found employment through this
program,
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The real challenge for the Youth Employment Unit however, lies in
preparing the youth to approach job opportunities properly and to
hold jobs once found. Therefore, the volunteers have developed a
personalized approach to world-of-work counseling, assisting the

- teenager with fundamental job-hunting skills. Trips are an impor-
tant part of this program because they permit clients to observe
people at work in a variety of settings. Approximately 650 clients
experienced world-of-work sessions during 1983.

(3) STEPS - “Start Toward Eliminating Past Setbacks” - This program
provides individualized support for male clients by emphasizing a
one-to-one relationship with adult male volunteers. Matching par-
ticipants is done not only on the basis of common ground but
geographic location as well, which is especially important because
of Philadelphia’s strong neighborhood ties. The parties agree to
work toward a goal set by the juvenile. The emphasis is always on
skills learning, using a broad definition of “skills” to include any-
thing from carpentry through remedial reading, to social relation-
ships and cultural awareness.

Othcr Projects - The Srecial Services Office is also responsible for:

(1) Assigning practicum students as interns to probation districts per-
mitting them to gain direct client experience while assisting the
staff. Additional volunteers are placed as office aides to assist with
all the clerical work generated by court actions.

(2) Matching volunteer tutors with juvenile clients who are function-
ally illiterate. The tutors work with the individual juvenile at least
once a week for a minimum period of six months. In 1983, nearly
1,700 hours were e¢xpended in the tutoring of juvenile clients.
Volunteers who are accredited teachers, teach remedial reading
once a week to a group of male youths who are referred by the
court.

(3) Through the generosity of numerous local businesses and commun-
ity organizations, the Special Services Office was able to provide
many recreational and cultural experiences for juveniles referred by
the court. Trips to museums, movies and recreational activitigs,.
such as basketball, softball and miniature golfing were some of the
activities in which court clients participated.
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(4) The Special Services Office, through contributions from charitable
agencies, community organizations aud individuals, was able to
provide 50 baskets of food during the 1983 holiday season. Addi-
tionally, several agencies contacted by this office contributed food
baskets directly to referred families. In all, 163 probation family
members benefited from this program.
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JUVENILE BRANCH

TABLE 1

TOTAL ACTIVITY: 1979 TO 1983

1983 1982 1981 1980 1979

Petitions filed or received .......... 14,092 14,815 15817 15,497 14,341
Delifiquency ... cvueevrnresrnnns 9,995 10,383 11,269 11,532 11,176
Non-delinquency .......cc......, 2,457 3,066 2,904 2,384 1,727
Adult (. .iiiiiiiiiiiiiaa el 1,382 1,121 1,222 1,219 961
Enforcement .. ..oovvveunronnens 258 245 422 362 477

Informal complaints and applications

teceived L .iiiiiiiin e 243 298 276 245 266
Total cases disposed of ............ 35,289 31,456 31,373 27,127 24,346
- Through court hearing........... 31,761 27,034 26,529 21,668 18,272
Without court hearing........... 2,375 3,100 3,517 4,066 4516
Through intake interview at
Youth Study Center ....... Lo L153 1,322 1,327 1,393 1,558

Total court Sessions ..........ooun. 1,702 1,703 1,692 1,504 1,358
Delinquency ,.....ovcvvevinnass 1,027 1,047 1,034 1,012 939
Non-delinquency .........e..... 386 357 342 274 224
Adult Unit .....ccvvviienonn, 279 287 289 199 174
Enforcement Unit .............. 10 12 27 19 21

Cases processed at

Youth Study Cemter ............. 11,147 11,701 12,591 12,922 12,735
Disposed of at intake interview ... | 1,153 1,322 1,327 1,393 1,558
Referred to court v .o vvvvvenennn. 9,994 10,379 11,264 11,529 11,177

50



TABLE 1 - Concluded

TOTAL ACTIVITY: 1979 TO 1983

1983 1982 1981 1980 1979

New referrals!: 5,482 5,745 5,465 5,166 4,711
Juvenile (families) .............. 4,186 4,738 4,345 4,172 3,867
Adult ..ovinnniiiiiiialiieiane. 1,296 1,007 1,120 994 844

Cases under investigation

during year.......v.ooiiieeenan. 8,055 8,513 10,985 10,630 10,582

Children under supervision at

end of year ......oviveniiiinns. 5,319 5,282 5,127 4,175 4,591
Delinquent .........ocveiuunen. 5,054 5,130 4,986 3,990 4,265
Non-delinquent................. 265 152 141 185 326

Payments received:

Direct order on parents.......... $ 4186 } 54699 |$ 6283 186,535 |9% 7,278
Reimburse order on DPW ... .... 24,338 26,224 25,808 30,051 36,956
Restitation ............. R 60,699 48,287 35,411 32,918 23,574

'Family or individual's first-time contact with Family Court.
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TABLE 2

TYPE OF CASE DISPOSED OF IN THE
JUVENILE BRANCH: 1979 TO 1983

Type of case Cases disposed of

1983 1982 1981 1980 1979
Total €ases o vvvvvviennerrervenns 35289 | 31,456 | 31,373 | 27,127 | 24,346
New charges! . ..vovvevneeecaninan. 14,208 15,436 17,098 15,342 15,077
Delinquency ......coocovivnnnnn, 10,185 11,365 13,183 11,765 12,524
BOYS tvvvevvnnnneieinnnnans 9,074 10,058 11,816 10,458 11,262
Girls cviviii i L1t 1,307 1,367 1,307 1,262
Non-delinquency .......covvv.n. 2,623 3,009 2,717 2,296 1,619
BOYS ittt 1,356 1,551 1,437 1,181 831
Gitls o ovvie e 1,267 1,458 1,280 L115 788
Adults corrupting or endangering
welfare of children............... 1,400 1,062 1,198 1,281 934
Review hearings! 21,081 16,020 14,275 11,785 9,269
Delinquency 5,147 5,282 5,753 6,403 6,508
Non-delinquency ............... 15934 | 10,738 8,522 5,382 2,761
!See page 28.
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TABLE 3

TOTAL CASES DISPOSED OF WITH AND WITHOUT

COURT HEARING: 1983

Through Without Intake
Type of case Total court court interviews
cases hearing hearing YSC
Total CASES . .vvvvvvrrnrenniiiiineas 35,289 31,761 2,375 1,153
New charges .....ovviviiiinineniinnnns, 14,208 13,055 - 1,153
Delinquency .......c.covvviiineiiinnn 10,185 9,032 - 1,153
Injury to person  .......coooviininnnn. 1,839 1,528 - 311
Theft ovnieniiiii i 6,083 5,938 - 145
Weapons offenses ......... ...l 470 415 - 55
Drug law violation' .................. 457 297 - 160
Non-payment of fines ................ 257 55 - 202
Other vt vt rinnenns 1,079 799 - 280
Non-delinquency .........cccovvunuitn. 2,623 2,623 - -
Inadequate care ................. ... 1,439 1,439 - -
Neglect and abuse ................... 608 608 - -
Incorrigibility ......oo i 5 5 ~ -
Others ..ottt it iiieanaann 571 571 - -
Adults corrupting or endangering
welfare of children ........ ... ... ... 1,400 1,400 - -
Sex offenses ......ivviiiertiiniian, 453 453 - -
Non-sex offenses ..........cvvinnnn. 866 866 - -
Truancy Cases o ..vvuvniairriiierens. 81 81 - -
Review hearings .....o.ovvevniinin 21,081 18,706 2,375 -
Delinquency ...vnviiiiininivenieninn, 5,147 2,833 2314 -
Non-delingquency ...oovvveiniiioneonn, 15934 15.873 61 -
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TABLE 4

CASES DISPOSED OF BY TYPE OF
CASE: 1979 TO 1983

Type of case Cases disposed of
1983 1982 1981 1980 1979
Total Cases ....vvvvivennninieanns 35,289 | 31,456 31,373 { 27,127 24,346
New charges......ovverveiininnen 14,208 15,436 17,098 15,342 15,077
Through court hearing,.......... 13,055 14,114 15,771 13,949 13,519
Through intake interviews
SYSCoi e 1,153 1,322 1,327 1,393 1,558
Review hearings..... et 21,081 16,020 14,275 11,785 9,269
Through court hearing........... 18,706 12,920 10,758 7,719 4,753
Without court hearing........... 2,375 3,100 3,517 4,066 4,516
TABLE 5
CASES DISPOSED OF BY TYPE OF HEARING:
1979 TO 1983
. Catses disposed of
Type of hearing ’
1983 1982 1981 1980 1979
Total CaSES . vuvvune v vvvennnenns 35,289 31,456 | 31,373 27,927 | 24,346
Through court hearing........ Leeoa | 31,761 27,034 26,579 21,668 18,272
New charges.....ooovvnninvanns 13,055 14,114 15,771 13.94% 13,519
Delinquency ....oovvvvivennnnns 9,032 10,043 11,856 10,372 10,966
Non-delinquency .......ovvevnne 2,623 3,009 2,717 2,296 1,619
Adults corrupting or endangering
the welfare of children ......... 1,400 1,062 1,198 1,281 934
Review hearings........coovenns 18,706 12,92¢ 10,758 7,719 4,753
Delinguency ...cvovanvannnvnnns 2,833 2,234 2318 2,420 2,163
Non-delinquency ............u.s 15,873 10,685 8,440 5,299 2,590
Without court hearing............- 2,375 3,100 3,517 4,066 4,516
Delinquency ....vvve i iinvnnans 2,314 3,048 3435 3,983 4,345
Non-delinquency ................ 61 52 82 83 171
Youth Study Center intake
INEEIVIEWS. « o vy vie v e einevanans 1,153 1,322 1,327 1,393 1,558
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TABLE 6

JUVENILE DELINQUENCY CASES:

1979 TO 1983

1983 1982 1981 1480 1979
Petitions filed . ..... e, 9,995 10,383 11,269 11,532 11,176
Total cases disposed .............. 15,297 16,608 18,808 15,108 18,962
Through court hearing........... 11,860 12,267 14,081 12,746 13,069
Without court hearing........... 2,284 3,019 3,400 3,969 4,335
Youth Study Center intake
TLEIVIEWS + v vvesnncrorvnonnns 1,153 1,322 1,327 1,393 1,558
Totzal dispositions . ......oovvvennn. 15,297 16,608 18,808 18,101 18,962
New charges. .....ooveinnnees. 10,185 11,365 13,183 11,765 12,524
Review hearings................ 5,112 5,243 5,625 6,343 6,438
Court SESSIONS «vvvvevrnrernrnesnnns 1,027 1,047 1,034 1,012 939
New referrals! ................ o] 3,000 3,160 3,080 2,963 3,074

1See Table I, footnote 1.
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TABLE 7

DELINQUENCY CASES DISPOSED OF BY TYPE OF CASE:
1979 TO 1983

Type of case Delinquency cases disposed of

1983 1982 1981 1980 1979

Total Cases ..o.vvennennnivennnnss 15,297 16,608 18,808 18,108 18,962

New Charges.....oovvvrvesrvaneens 1 10,185 11,365 13,183 11,765 12,524

Through court hearing........... {9,032 10,043 11,856 10,372 10,966
Youth Study Center intake

INLErVIEWS v v ve v evennneaennns 1,153 1,322 1,327 1,393 1,558

Review hearings.............. ..., 5112 5,243 5,625 6,343 6,438

Through court hearing........... 2,828 2,224 2,225 2,374 2,103

Without court hearing........... 2,284 3,019 3,400 3,969 4335

TABLE 8

DELINQUENCY CASES DISPOSED OF
WITH AND WITHOUT COURT HEARING: 1979 TO 1983

Type of hearing Delinquency cases disposed of

1983 1982 1981 1980 1979
Total cases . .....c.ovvvnevinnnn... 15,297 16,608 18,808 18,108 18,962
Through court hearing............ 11,860 12,267 14,081 12,746 13,069
New charges........ccoinenins. 9,032 10,043 11,856 10,372 10,966
Pretrial.......vvvnunninnnn, 4,005 4,430 5,403 4,705 5,766
AdiUdiCatONy . « . v vreeeennnn. 5027 | 5613 | 6453 | 5667 | 57200
Review hearings.....o..oiuvnnn 2,828 2,224 2,225 2,374 2,103
Without court hearing............ 2,284 3,019 3,400 3,969 4,335
Youth Study Center intake
INEIVIEWS. o oo vveveeseinnadanns 1,153 1,322 1,327 1,393 1,558
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NEW CHARGES DISPOSED OF BY TYPE
OF HEARING: 1979 TO 1983
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TABLE 9

COMPARISON OF ARRESTS AND NON-ARREST OR. REMEDIAL CASES BY
POLICE OFFICERS, OF BOYS AND GIKLS UNDER
18 YEARS OF AGE: 1979 TO 1983

Arrests by police officers!;?
Year Total Boys Girls
Non- Non-
Total Residents. | residents | Total | Residents } residents
1979.......... 15,168 | 13,335 13,042 293 1,833 1,796 37
1980.......... 14,724 | 12,828 12,611 217 1,896 1,847 49
1981.......... 15,048 | 13,187 12,974 213 1,861 1,823 38
1982.......... 16,657 | 14,396 14,150 246 2,261 2,182 79
1983.......... 15,380 | 13,297 13,071 226 2,083 2,029 54
Non-arrests, or remedial cases by police officers
not referred to court!
1979.......... 11,399 7,437 7,284 153 3,962 3,844 118
1980.......... 16,177 6,349 6,729 120 3,328 3,237 91
1981.......... 11,348 7,133 7,032 101 4,215 4,157 58
1982.......... 13,572 9,346 9,209 137 4,226 4,132 94
1983.......... 14,100 9,656 9,514 142 4,444 4,345 99

New delinquent charges disposed of which were referred to Family Court
Division by police officers of Philadelphia?

1979........ .. 11,280 310,339 10,112 227 941 909 32
1980.......... 10,621 9,627 9,449 178 994 957 37
1981.......... 12,135 {11,069 10,890 179 1,066 1,031 35
1982.......... 10,442 9,412 9,264 148 1,030 998 32
1983.......... 9,191 8,375 8,265 110 816 791 25

Total new delinquent charges disposed of by Family Court Division

1979.......... 12,524 | 11,262 11,035 227 1,262 1,227 35
1980.......... 11,765 | 10,458 10,270 188 1,307 1,269 38
1981.......... 13,183 j 11,816 11,627 189 1,367 1,331 36
1982.......... 11,365 | 10,058 9,905 153 1,307 1,271 36
1983.......... 10,185 9,074 8,957 117 1,111 1,086 25

nformation furnished by the computer statistics unit of the Philadelphia Police Department.

2Comparison of police arrests with court disposition cannot be made due to different procedures in
collecting data,
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TABLE 10

DELINQUENCY CASES PROCESSED AT YOUTH
STUDY CENTER: 1979 TO 1983

Cases 1983 1982 1981 1980 1979
Total cases processed .........v.ut. 11,147 11,701 12,591 12,922 12,735
Disposed of at intake interview . ..... 1,153 1,322 1,327 1,393 1,558
Boys ..... e eeesi i 910 1,074 1,060 1,135 1,292
1€ 111 A AN 243 248 267 258 266
Referred to juvenile court by
IMETVIEWEE .o vvsvs i viiiiieen 9,994 10,379 11,264 11,529 11,177
Detained in Youth Study Center
pending court hearing........... 2,770 2,751 2,555 2,429 2,334
BOYS cvveeriiin i 2,543 2,499 2,354 2,187 2,124
Girls vovviniieieani it 227 252 201 242 210
Released to parents or guardians
pending court hearing...... veees b 7,224 7,628 8,709 9,100 8,843
BOYS covvenunnieioniie i 6,451 6,793 7,808 8,210 8,011
Girls oot 773 835 901 890 832
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TABLE 11

DELINQUENCY CASES PROCESSED AT
1983

YOUTH STUDY CENTER BY AGE:

Cases Total Under age 16 Age 16 and over
Total | Boys | Girls | Total { Boys | Girls
Total cases processed ......... 11,147 | 5362 |} 4,648 | 714 | 5,785 5,256 § 529
Disposed of at intake
IEIVIEW .o v e eivas v nnnnss 1,153 589 436 § 153 564 | 474 90
Referred to court ............ 9.994 | 4,773 {4212} 561 |5221 14,782 439
Detained at Youth Study
Center pending court
hearing ................. 2,770 { 1,107 998 1 109 | 1,663} 1,545] 118
Released to parents or
guardians pending court
hearing .......coovinn, 7.224 13,666 | 3.214 | 452 3,558 | 3,237 1] 321
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TABLE 12

NEW CHARGES OF DELINQUENCY DISPOSED OF THROUGH COURT

HEARING AND INTAKE INTERVIEWS:

1979 TC 1983

Delinquency cases disposed of
Year Total Boys’cases Girls’ cases
Thorough Through Through
Through | intake Through| intake Through | intake
Totai court inter- Total court inter- | Total | court inter-
hearing | views hearing | views hearing views
1979 112,524 | 10,966 1,558 | 11,262 | 9,970 1,292 | 1,262 996 266
1980 {11,765 | 10,372 1,393 {10,458 | 9,323 1,135 } 1,307 | 1,049 258
1981 113,183 | 11,856 1,327 {11,816 } 10,756 1,060 § 1,367 1 1,100 267
1982 |11,365 | 10,043 1,322 | 10,058 | 8,984 1,074 | 1,307 1,059 248
1983 110,185 } 9,032 1,153 9,074 | 8,164 910 | 1,111 868 243
TABLE 13
NEW CHARGES OF DELINQUENCY DISPOSED OF BY SEX AND
AGE GROUP: 1979 TO 1983
Delinquency cases disposed of
Year Total Boys’ cases Girls’ cases
Under 16 and Under 16 and
Total 16 over Total 16 over
1979 ......... 12,524 11,262 5,529 5,733 1,262 689 573
1980 ......... 11,765 10,458 4,800 5,658 1,307 672 635
1981 ......... 13,183 11,816 5,239 6,577 1,367 728 639
1982 ......... 11,365 10,058 4,598 5,460 1,307 697 610
1983......... 10,185 9,074 4,396 4,678 1,i11 619 492
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AGE GROUPS OF JUVENILE DELINQUENTS
1979 TO 1983
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5,000
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TABLE 14

NEW CHARGES DISPOSED OF - INDIVIDUAL

CHILDREN - BY SEX AND AGE GROUP:

1979 TO 1983

Cases Individual children!
Year Non- Non- Non- Non-
Total { White? § white § White2} white | Total | White?} White j White* | White

boys | boys | girls | gitls boys | boys girls girls
1979 .... 112,524 | 3,564 | 7,698 1 396 866 | 86941 2,658 { 49951 325 716
1980 ....|11,765 | 2,984 17474 | 419 888 | 8,071 2,212 | 4,821} 343 695
1981 .... {13,183 | 3,051 | 8,765 417 950 | 8,847 2,180 | 5,537 | 348 782
1982 .... {11,365 | 2,862 | 7,196 | 300 {1,007 | 8,045 2,126 | 48491 267 803
1923 10,185 } 2,404 § 6,670 | 217 894 | 7,323} 1,800 | 4,619] 192 712

Under 16 years
1979 ..,.1 6,218 | 1,619 {3,910 ' 209 480 | 4,500) 1,252} 2,668] 173 407
1980 .....} 5472 ] 1,291 13,509} 218 454 | 3,942 999 | 23851 184 374
1981 ....15967 | 1,302 {3937 1 201 527 v 42481 9691 2669% 171 439
1982 ....152951 1,263 [ 3,335} 159 538 | 38881 9821 2320f 142 444
1983 .... 15015 ] 1,198 ;3,198 | 128 491 | 3,693 888 1 2,2881 119 398
16 years and over

1979 .... 6306 | 1,945 13,788 | 187 386 |4,1941 1,406 | 2,327] 152 309
1980 .... 16,293 { 1,693 {3,965 | 20! 434 14,129} 1,213 | 2436] 159 321
1981 ....[ 7,216 | 1,749 14,828 | 216 423 | 4,599 1,211 | 2,868 177 343
1982 .... 16,070 } 1,299 | 3,861 | 141 469 {4,157 1,144 | 2,529 ] 125 359
1983 ..,. 15,170 | 1,206 }3,472 89 403 13,630] 912 2,331 73 314

1See footnote 2, Table 15.
*Includes Hispanics.
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INCIDENCE OF DELINQUENCY
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Cases and Children
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TABLE 15

NUMBER OF CHILDREN INVOLVED IN DELINQUENCY CASES

BY AGE, SEX, AND RACE: 1983
Delinquency cases! Individual children?
disposed of involved in cases disposed of
A%e :ggr:‘x White Non- White Non-
oL Total white? | Total white#
Total® | Hispanic Total® | Hispanic
Total cases.......... 10,185 § 2,621 633 7,564 17,323 } 1,992 464 5,331
BOYS «viivininnannn 9,074 | 2,404 608 6,670 16,419 | 1,800 441 4,619
Under 16 years ... .. 4,396 | 1,198 320 3,198 {3,176 | 888 225 2,288
10 years.......... 99 42 10 57 82 35 9 47
1l years.......... 200 43 12 157 146 34 5 112
12years.......... 418 124 40 294 | 311 82 18 229
13years.......... 698 198 60 500 | 546°| 155 48 391
14 years,......... 1,260.1 355 93 905 | 883 | 264 71 619
15years........en 1,721 436 105 § 1,285 31,208 | 318 78 890
16 and 17 years 4,678 | 1,206 288 | 3472 3243 | 912 212 2,331
16 years.......... 2,323 608 148 | 1,715 1,627 | 474 104 1,153
17 years.......e 2,355 598 140 | 1,757 1,616 | 438 108 1,178
Girls o.oovviinnnnn L1111 217 25 84 | 904 | 192 23 712
Under 16 years .. ... 619 128 16 491 517 119 15 398
10 years.......... 10 5 - 5 10 5 - 5
1] years....ovvns 17 2 - 15 15 2 - 13
12 years.......... 51 14 - 37 42 10 - 32
13 years.......... 111 25 6 86 100 24 6 76
14 years.......... 191 29 6 162 } 155 26 5 129
15years.......... 239 53 4 186 195 52 4 143
16 and 17 years 492 89 9 403 | 387 73 8 314
16 years. . .o.ovvnn 269 43 3 226 { 212 33 4 179
17 years.......... 223 46 4 177 175 40 4 135

!In counting *cases™ each child is counted separately and as many times as he was dealt with by the court on
a new delinquency charge disposed of during the. year.

2In counting “children” each child is counted only once, the first time he was dealt with by the court on a
new delinquency charge disposed of during the year.

3Includes Hispanics.
“Includes Blacks and an insignificant number of children of other races.
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PERCENT DISTRIBUTION BY SEX
AND AGE OF CHILDREN INVOLVED
IN DELINQUENT CASES DISPOSED
OF IN 1983
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TABLE 16

JUVENILE POPULATION OF PHILADELPHIA - 10 TO 17 YEARS

Population: School Census!
Age 1980 1981
Total Boys Girls Total Boys Girls
10to 17 years....... 225,131 113,982 | 111,149 § 222,738 | 113,090 3§ 109,648
10to 13 years....... 105,823 53,295 52,528 105,694 53,718 51,976
10 years.....v.... 26,732 13,424 13,308 26,166 13,492 12,674
ilyearso...vnuns 25,817 13,038 12,779 26,799 13,548 13,251
12 years......on.. 26,093 13,205 12,888 26,219 13,280 12,939
I3yearsi.c.vuennn 27,181 13,628 13,553 26,510 13,398 13,112
14 and 15 years ..... 57,575 29,320 28,255 56,135 28,698 27,437
14 years.......... 28,258 14,478 13,780 27,653 14,030 13,623
15years....vnunn. 29,317 14,842 14,475 28,482 14,668 13,814
16 and 17 years ..... 61,733 31,367 30,366 60,909 30,674 30,235
16 years.......... 30,490 15,498 14992 "| 29429 14,820 14,609
17 years..ccceannn 31,243 15,869 15,374 31,480 15,854 15,626
Population: School Census!
Age 1982 1983
Total Boys Girls Total Boys Girls
10to 17 years....... 215,370 109,451 105,919 | 211,943 107,748 104,195
10to 13 years....... 103,296 52,535 50,761 98,639 50,574 48,065
10years.......... 24,112 12,215 11,897 22,247 11,399 10,848
11 years.......... 26,166 13,492 12,674 23,893 12,157 11,736
12years.......... 26,799 13,548 13,251 26,229 13,700 12,529
13years......c.nu 26,219 13,280 12,939 26,270 13,318 12,952
14 and 15 years ..... 54,163 27,428 26,735 50,922 25,586 25,336
14 years.......... 26,510 13,398 13,112 25,608 13,008 12,600
15years.......u.. 27,653 14,030 13,623 25314 12,578 12,736
16 and 17 years ..... 57,911 29,488 28,423 62,382 31,588 30,794
l6years.....c.u... 28,482 14,668 13,814 25,880 12,785 13,095
17 years..o..ovuu. 29,429 14,820 14,609 36,502 18,803 17,699

nformation supplied by the School District of Philadelphia.
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TABLE 17

INDIVIDUAL CHILDREN BY RESIDENCE, AND

PERCENT OF CHILD POPULATION: 1983
Individual children
Residents
Age and sex Child Non- Percent
population! Total residents Number population

Total . .....ovvvnnnnn 211,943 7,323 120 7,203 34
10to 13 years ..... 98,639 1,252 11 1,241 1.3
14 and 15 years .. .. 50,922 2,441 41 2,400 4.7
16 and 17 years ... 62,382 3,630 68 3,562 5.7
BOYS +uvveeneninnnn 107,748 6,419 99 6,320 59
10years .......... 11,399 82 1 81 0.7
11 years .....ouvinn 12,157 146 1 145 1.1
12 years .......... 13,700 311 3 308 . 22
13 years .....oun 13,318 546 5 541 4.0
14 years .......... 13,008 883 12 871 6.6
15 years ......i.. 12,578 1,208 20 1,188 9.4
16 years .......... 12,785 1,627 28 1,599 125
17 years .....o.uun 18,803 1,616 29 1,587 8.4
Girls oo 104,195 904 21 883 0.8
10 years .,...h.... 10,848 10 - 10 -2
Ilyears .......... 11,736 15 - 15 0.1
12 yearséh ... ... ., 12,529 42 1 41 0.3
[3years .......... 12,952 100 - 100 0.7
14vyears .......... 12,600 155 3 152 1.2
ISyears .......... 12,736 195 6 189 1.4
16 years ... ... 13,095 212 8 204 1.5
17 years .......... 17,699 175 3 172 0.9

'Information supplied by the School District of Philadelphia.

Less than 0.1 percent,
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DELINQUENCY RATIOS: RESIDENT CHILDREN OF PHILADELPHIA BY

TABLE 18

AGE GROUP: 1979 TO 1983
Delinquent children 10 to 17
Year and years of age, residents of Ratio per 1,000
age group Philadelphia population
Total Boys Girls Total Boys Girls

10 to 17 years:

1979, it 8,451 7,445 1,006 36 63 9

1980, . cievcrivninnnnnens 7,880 6,879 1,001 35 60 9

198l it vnninnes 8,653 7,560 1,103 39 67 10

1982, . it i 7,869 6,833 1,036 37 62 10

1983, . it Lol 7,203 6,320 883 34 59 8
10 to 13 years:

1979 i 1,409 1,236 173 13 22 3

1980....... Sreeaeean beveae 1,124 944 180 11 18 3

1981 . ver e 1,223 1,047 176 11 18 3

1982....... i, 1,219 1,041 178 12 20 4

1983 ... e 1,241 1,075 166 13 21 3
14 and 15 years

1979 v 3,017 2,619 398 50 86 13

1980, i 2,758 2,395 363 48 82 13

1981, . s i 2,964 2,540 424 52 89 15

1982....vuvnnn. eeaeaa 4 2,622 2,229 393 48 81 15

1983, i 2,400 2,059 341 47 31 13
16 and 17 years

1979 0o 4,025 3,590 435 63 112 14

1980. .ot 3,998 3,540 458 65 113 15

1981, .o 4,476 3,973 503 73 130 17

1982, . i 4,028 3,563 465 70 121 16

1983. . vt | 3,562 3,186 376 57 101 12




AGE DISTRIBUTION - RESIDENT DELINQUENT
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TABLE 19

REASON FOR REFERRAL OF DELINQUENCY CASES BY

PLACE OF DISPOSITION: 1983
Delinquency cases disposed of
Disposed of Disposed
Offenses Total through of at intake
court hearing
Total | Boys | Girls | Boys | Girls | Boys | Girls
Total CaSES. v oo vvunnnennennennns 10,185 9,074 | 1,111 § 8,164 | 868 910 | 243
Injury to person. . .o.oovvvvnnann. 18391 1,458 | 3814 1,250 | 278 | 208 103
Homicide......ooovvennnnnnn. 4 3 I 3 1 - -
Aggravated assault............. 1,174 975 199 900 | 151 75 48
Assault ....oiiiiiiiaiilt, 336 241 95 138 49 103 46
Assault on police officer ........ 114 93 21 88 21 5 -
Coercion/threats .............. 210 146 64 121 55 25 9
OB v cvevnsrecnornsoesvnees 1 - 1 - 1 - -
Theft o oveiineie i 6,083 | 5,660 4231 5530 | 408 130 15
Burglary ...ovvviiininninnt 1,898 | 1,842 56| 1,827 53 15 3
Robbery .....cocvniviviinnn, 1,764 1 1,670 941 1,663 93 7 1
Larceny ...ovvvcnnennnns [N 1,382 | 1,280 102 | 1,202 98 78 4
Autotheft ... .. .. ciieeunn., 491 476 15 471 14 5 1
Receiving stolen property........ 113 97 16 87 15 10 1
Retail theft............. ... .. 2921 186 106 180 | 103 6 3
Fraud, forgeryete. .....ovooent. 143 109 34 100 32 9 2
Weapons Offenses . .............. 40 396 | 74| 37| ss| 391 16
Possessing instruments of
CHME .\ v vetns v ennnnennens 440 375 65 349 57 26 8
Prohibited. offensive weapons. .. .. 30 21 9 8 1 13 8
Sexoffenses....... coviiiiin, 170 154 16 153 14 1 2
Rape ....coivvieiinicnnnnnns 61 61 - 61 - - -
Indecent assault .. ............. 23 23 - 23 - - -
Deviate sexual intercourse . ...... 56 52 52 4 - -
Prostitution ........vovvvunnnn 19 8 11 8 9 - 2
101117 SN 11 10 1 9 1 -
Drug law violations . ............. 457 412 45 268 29 144 16
Possession of drugs . ....... ..., 274 249 25 132 10 117 15
Saleof drugs .........oovhennn .} 183 163 20 136 19 27 1
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TABLE 19 - Concluded

REASON FOR REFERRAL OF DELINQUENCY CASES BY

PLACE OF DISPOSITION: 1983
Delinquency cases disposed of
Disposed of Disposed
Offenses Total through of at intake
court hearing interviews
Total { Boys } Girls | Boys | Girls | Boys | Girls
Malicious mischief .........ovvn. 401 351 50 255 28 96 22
Vandalism .....oovvvnenninnns 107 101 6 85 5 16 1
AISON «ivvyenivnresinnennnns 57 50 7 50 7 - -
Disorderly conduct ............ 40 34 6 18 4 16 2
Trespassing . ...oveviveevnnns 74 67 7 58 4 9 3
Conspiracy «....evvveereacans 22 21 1 8 1 13 -
Resisting an officer ............ 21 19 2 11 - 8
Harassment . ..cooosvveroenass 58 37 21 10 27 14
(@117 P 22 22 - 15 - 7 o
Runaway from institution
OF BEENCY & evvvvrnensenannnsns 300 252 48 248 46 4 2
Miscellaneous offenses ............ 465 391 74 103 7 288 67
Failure to pay fines and costs ...} 257 217 40 52 3 165 37
Oter vvvvvreriennnncnrennns 208 174 34 51 4 1123 30
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TABLLE 20

REASON FOR REFERRAL OF DELINQUENCY CASES BY SEXAND RACE: 1983

Delinquency cases disposed of
Offenses Total Boys Girls

Non- Non-

Touwl | White § white | Total | White | white

Total Cases ...veverevneriunnans 10,185 | 9,074 | 2,404 } 6,670 } 1,111} 217 | 894
Injury tO person .. .c..vuvnvninan. 1,839 | 1,458 437 | 1,021 381 85 1 296
Homicide ........cocvuienen- 4 3 1 2 1 - 1
Apgravated assault .. .. ... ihn 1,174 975 232 743 199 39 160
Assault ....vviisiiiiiiiiann. 336 241 109 132 95 26 69
Assault on police officer........ 114 93 43 50 21 6 15
Coercion/threats, , .. covovunn. 210 146 52 94 64 14 50
Others, . vvvevniveaeceesanan 1 - - - 1 - -
11T { SO S 6,083 | 5,660 | 1,332 |4,328 423 49 | 374
Burglary .....ooiiiniiiaian 1,898 1 1,842 618 11,224 56 8 48
Robbery ..oovvvvriinninninn, 1,764 | 1,670 163 |1,507 9 9 85
Larceny.....oovvicrvrannrenn 1,382 { 1,280 356 | 924 102 18 84
Auto theft........... RN 491 476 123 | 353 15 1 14
Receiving stolen property....... 113 97 26 71 16 3 13
Retail theft .................. 292 186 18 168 106 6 100
Fraud, forgery, etc............. 143 109 28 81 34 4 30
Weapons offenses . .............. 470 396 90 } 306 74 4 70

Possessing instruments of

CRMIE . .0, e vrecnsrnannsnenns 440 375 86 ] 289 65 2 63
Prohibited offensive weapons. ... 30 21 4 17 9 2 7
Sex offenses .......cviiinn, 170 154 34 120 16 3 13
Rape. ... iveirernenunnnnnis 61 61 10 51 - - -
Indecent assault ........... ‘e 23 23 7 16 - -
Deviate sexual intercourse ...... 56. 52 6 46 4 - 4
Prostitution . o vvvveeenennnin, 19 8 5 3 11 2 9
Other .,........ e 11 10 6 4 1 1 -
Drug law violations ............. 457 412 161 251 45 24 21
Possession of drugs............ 274 249 89 160 25 17 8
Saleof drugs.........oovninss 183 163 72 21 20- 7 13
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TABLE 20 - Concluded

REASON FOR REFERRAL OF DELINQUENCY CASES BY SEXAND RACE: 1983
Delinquency cases disposed of
Offenses Total Boys Girls

Non- Non-

Total -| White | white } Total | White | white
Malicious mischief .............. 401 351 147 | 204 50 19 31
Vandalism.....cooonvnnennnnn 107 101 42 59 6 1 5
ATSOM 4 evvvcunvnnnennnnnines 57 50 31 19 7 2 5
Disorderly conduct. ........... 40 34 18 16 6 2 4
Trespassing . oooveveevirnenens 74 67 15 52 7 - 7
Conspiracy «..oovevinvenocnons 22 21 5 16 1 - 1
Resisting an officer............ 21 19 10 9 2 2 -
Harassment........c..ooveeenns 58 37 20 17 21 12 9
Other vovvivriiiiinrenenens 22 22 6 16 - - -

Ruanaway from institution

OF BLENCY & vvvevsvrraannnonnns 300 252 60 192 48 10 38
Miscellaneous offenses ........... 465 391 143 248 74 23 51
Failure to pay fines and costs ... | 257 217 74 143 40 14 26
Other .vvvveviinviinnennnns 208 174 69 105 34 9 25
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TABLE 21

REASON FOR REFERRAL BY AGE AND SEX: 1983
Delinquency cases disposed of
Theft
Age and Sex Injury
Total to Auto { Other] Weapons
person {Burglary | Robbery | Larceny | theft | theft| offenses
Total cases ,..... 10,185 1,839 | 1,898 1,764 1,382 491 | 548 470
10 years ...... 109 21 23 14 21 - 9 7
1l years ......} 217 39 75 26 37 - 10 6
12 years. ...... 469 105 120 74 62 3 19 33
13 years ...... 809 177 180 121 121 14 30 50
14 years ...... 1,451 282 285 241 189 54 71 75
15 years ...... 1,960 342 379 384 272 91 109 78
16 years ...... 25921 419 419 468 337 148 | 153 110
17 years ...... 2,578 1 454 417 436 343 181 147 111
Boys’ cases ,..... 9,074 ] 1,458 | 1,842 1,670 1,280 476 | 392 396
10 years ...... 99 17 23 13 20 - 6 7
11 years ...... 200 34 72 25 34 - 6 6
12 years ...... 418 87 115 72 55 2 16 24
13 vears ...... 698 125 167 110 115 14 25 43
14 years ...... | 1,260} - 200 275 222 174 54 52 63
15 years ...... 1,721 255 371 358 250 90 82 64
16 years ...... 2,323 : 343 410 448 319 141 101 92
17 years ...... 23551 397 409 422 313 175 | 104 97
Girls* cases ... ... 1,111 381 56 94 102 15} 156 74
10 years ...... 10 4 - 1 1 - 3 -
1l years ...... 17 S 3 1 3 - 4 -
12 years ,..... 51 18 5 2 7 1 3 9
13 years ...... 111 52 13 11 6 ~ 5 7
14 years ...... 191 82 10 19 15 - 19 12
1Syears ...... 239 87 8 26 22 1 27 14
16 years ..... 1269 76 5 20 18 7 52 18
17 years ..... ) o223 57 8 14 30 6 43 14
_

78



TABLE 21 - Concluded

REASON FOR REFERRAL BY AGE AND SEX: 1983
Delinquency cases disposed of
Malicious mischief
Age and Sex Runaway Al
Sex | Drug law ¥ Disorderly Other from other
offenses | violations } conduct | Vandalism! | acts | institution | offenses

Total cases...... 170 457 40 164 197 300 465
10 years...... - - - 7 6 - 1
11 years...... 4 - - 7 9 1 3
12 years...... 10 1 15 12 8 6
13 years...... 17 3 30 18 18 25
14 years...... 43 29 5 31 42 43 61
15 years...... 25 69 6 30 29 58 88
16 years...... 34 162 11 17 45 76 193
17 years,..... 37 191 14 27 36 96 88
Boys’ cases ..... 154 412 34 151 166 252 391
10 years...... - - - 7 5 - 1
11 years...... 4 - - 7 8 1 3
12 years...... 9 1 1 14 12 6 4
13 years...... 16 4 3 27 15 16 18
14 years...... 42 27 5 30 35 33 48
15 years...... 20 58 5 27 24 46 71
16 years...... 28 147 7 14 35 67 171
17 years...... 35 175 13 25 32 83 75
Girls’ cases ..... 16 45 6 13 31 48 74
10 years...... - - - - - 1 - -
11 years...... - - - - 1 - -
12 years...... 1 - - 1 - 2 2
13 years...... 1 1 - 3 3 2 7
14 years...... 1 2 ~ 1 7 10 13
15 years...... 5 11 1 3 5 12 17
16 years...... 6 15 4 3 10 9 22
17 years. ..... 2 16 1 2 4 13 i3

Includes arson.
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TABLE 22

REASON FOR REFERRAL BY AREA OF OCCURRENCE: 1983
Delinquency cases disposed of
Philadelphia Total | Injury Theft
Police Districts to Auto
person  {Burglary § Robbery } Larceny | theft j Other
Total Cases ....oveuninn. 10,185 | 1,839 1,898 1,764 1,382 481 558
Police arrests ........... 9,191 | 1,207 1,866 1,756 1,285 466 502
1st District ..o o0vuen.. 264 42 30 69 29 14 15
2nd District .......... 266 21 49 14 46 17 54
3rd District .......... 206 24 39 37 33 7 S
4th District. ..o v ovne s 254 38 38 24 38 i1 18
Sth District. . ... .... . 99 1 16 10 17 3 6
6th District........... 626 42 63 136 130 25 135
7th District. .......... 113 15 15 16 18 3 8
8th District. .. ........ 222 32 51 9 40 13 24
9th District. .......... 508 49 91 79 104 22 24
12th District.......... 648 118 164 135 61 33 15
14th District.......... 595 79 159 103 7 40 8
15th District, .. ... ... 381 36 32 44 55 20 24
16th District. .. ..... .. 220 30 46 47 35 15 12
17th District. ......... 263 52 52 52 23 12 9
18th District. ,........ 592 71 78 145 90 40 28
19th District.......... 574 79 155 137 34 27 18
22ad District ......... 450 91 76 115 59 18 5
23rd District .., ...... 370 46 71 82 54 21 9
24th District. .. ....... 174 18 22 20 32 6 20
25th District. ., ........ 703 106 168 134 93 20 13
26th District.......... 402 68 105 61 48 9 12
35th District. .. ....... 765 102 181 175 100 63 26
39th District.......... 401 34 105 88 48 14 10
Other.......coovuve 95 3 10 24 24 13 -
Qther referrals ,......... 994 632 32 8 97 15 56
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TABLE 22 - Concluded

REASON FOR REFERRAL BY AREA OF OCCURRENCE: 1983

Delinquency cases disposed of

Philadelphia Runaway All
Police Districts Weapons Sex Drug law | Malicious from other
offenses offenses { violations | mischief | institution | offenses
Total cases .......... 470 170 457 401 300 465
Police arrests ........ 438 161 449 303 300 458
Ist District ........ 18 4 9 18 6 10
2nd District ....... 14 4 15 5 3 24
3rd District. ....... 5 7 13 6 9 17
4th District . ....... 21 1 41 9 4 11
Sth District . ....... 2 - 20 5 3 6
6th District . ....... 12 12 10 7 18 36
7th District .. ...... 8 - 18 4 1 7
8th District . ....... 5 3 19 7 3 16
9th District . ....... 11 5 34 10 43 31
12th District ... .. .. 29 12 18 15 18 30
14th District ....... 27 14 31 22 14 24
15th District ....... 35 8 18 20 8 31
16th District ... .... 12 1 3 3 7 4
17th District ....... 16 7 6 9 14 11
18th District . ...... 25 11 25 23 25 31
19th District . ... ... 30 12 23 26 13 20
22nd District ...... 16 18 14 5 18 15
23rd District....... 27 6 10 9 18 17
24th District . ...... 11 1 18 7 5 14
25th District ... ... 26 6 30 34 27 46
26th District . ...... 23 5 20 12 13 26
35th District ....... 36 15 24 15 14 14
39th District ....... 26 9 23 23 9 12
Other ........cvue 3 - 2 9 2 5
Other referrals ....... 32 9 8 98 - 7
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PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF DELINQUENCY
CASES BY RESIDENCE AREA: 1983

NORTHEAST

ALLEGHENY

NORTH CENTRAL
SUSQUEHANNA

CENTRAL
17%
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TABLE 23

REASON FOR REFERRAL BY PHILADELPHIA RESIDENCE ARFA: 1983
Delinquency cases disposed of
Residence area Total | Injury Theft
to Auto
person | Burglary | Robbery § Larceny § theft | Other

Totalcases ....oovvennns 10,185 | 1,839 1,898 1,764 1,382 481 558
Residents .............. 10,043 | 1,826 1,881 1,746 1,369 461 551
Northwest ........... 2,235 384 452 411 288 142 105
Percent............. 100 17 20 18 13 6 5
Northeast ............ 1,093 239 234 69 139 40 52
Percent............. 100 21 21 6 13 4 5
North Central ........}] 1,238 215 263 219 176 28 43
Percent............. 100 17 21 18 14 2 4
Central voovvuvivnnnn. 1,693 256 273 309 273 92 148
Percent............. 100 15 16 18 16 5 9
West. v eeeunniannnn. 904 164 159 179 115 25 57
Percent............. 100 18 18 20 13 3 ]
Southwest ........... 1,552 309 304 322 183 81 58
Percent............. 100 19 19 21 12 5 4
South..ivvvveviennn. 1,328 259 196 237 195 53 88
Percent............. 100 19 15 18 15 4 6
Non-residents .. ......... 142 13 17 18 13 20 7
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TABLE 23 - Concluded

REASON FOR REFERRAL BY PHILADELPHIA RESIDENCE AREA: 1983
Delinquency cases disposed of

Residence area Runaway All
Weapons Sex Drug law | Malicious from other

offenses offenses | violations | mischief | institution | offenses
Total cases .......... 470 170 457 401 300 465
Residents ........... 465 165 445 391 285 458
Northwest......... 101 44 112 75 48 73
Percent .......... 5 2 5 3 2 3
Northeast ......... 53 19 61 82 21 84
Percent .......... 5 2 5 7 2 8
North Central ...... 61 19 54 53 46 67
Percent .......... 5 2 4 4 3 5
Central ........... 70 22 69 44 57 80
Percent . ......... 4 1 4 3 3 5
West o i, 47 10 37 41 28 42
Percent .......... 5 1 4 4 3 5
Southwest......... 67 26 49 41 55 57
Percent .......... 4 1 3 3 4 4

South v ....vvvunns 66 25 63 55 36 55 .
Percent .......... 5 2 5 4 3 4
Non-residents ........ 5 5 12 10 15 7

85



TABLE 24

REASON FOR REFERRAL: 1979 TO 1983

Theft
Year and sex Injury
Total to Auto | Other| Weapons
person |Burglary | Robbery | Larceny | theft | theft | offenses
Total cases
1979 .. ... ... 12,524 | 2,011 | 2,494 1,684 2,322 648 | 629 438
1980 ......... 11,765 § 1,819 1,985 1,972 1,828 950 | 551 370
1981 ......... 13,183 } 2,116 | 2,680 2,282 1,723 {1,177 | 451 441
1982 .ciinnnns 11,365 1 1,804 § 2,132 2,091 1,564 619 | 457 528
1983 ......... 10,1851 1,839 | 1,898 1,764 1,382 491 | 548 470
Boys’ cases
1979 ....... 0. 11,262 ] 1,558 | 2,410 1,601 2,192 633 | 458 403
1980 ......... 10,458 | 1,426 | 1,886 1,846 1,675 927 | 385 335
1981......... 11,816 1 1,660 1} 2,586 2,138 1,576 1,142 | 349 382
1982 ;... cuhns 10,058 { 1,383 | 2,031 1,940 1,447 586 ) 337 442
1983 ......... 9,074 | 1,458 1,842 1,670 1,280 476 | 392 396
Girls’ cases
1979 ......... | 1,262 4353 84 83 130 15 171 35
1980 .. ....vns 1,307 393 99 126 153 23 166 35
1981 ...l 1,367 456 94 144 147 35 102 59
1982 ......... 1,307 421 101 151 147 33 120 86
1983 ......... 1,111 381 56 94 102 K] 156 74
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TABLE 24 - Concluded

REASON FOR REFERRAL: 1979 TO 1983
Malicious mischief
Year and Runaway All
sex Sex | Drug law { Disorderly Other from other
offenses | violations|{ conduct { Vandalism! { acts { institution | offenses
Total cases
1979 ...l 219 830 117 214 232 276 410
1980 ......... 225 759 100 176 210 322 498
1981 ,...vv.ss 227 726 53 169 148 337 653
1982 ......... 184 751 61 181 182 294 517
1983 ......... 170 457 40 164 197 300 465
Boys’ cases
1979 ....... . 209 721 93 198 198 256 326
1980 ......... 208 630 32 157 188 289 424
1981 ......... 192 631 46 156 130 305 523
1982 ...vit 167 652 50 172 154 257 440
1983 ...h.... 154 412 34 151 166 252 391
Girls' cases
1979 ......... 10 103 24 16 34 20 84
1980 ......... 17 129 18 19 22 33 74
1981 ......... 35 95 7 13 18 32 130
1982 ... ... 17 99 11 9 28 37 77
1983 ......... 16 45 13 31 48 74

'Includes arson.
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OFFENSES AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION:

TABLE 25

1979 TO 1983

Delinquency cases disposed of

Offenses
1983 1982 1981 1980 1979
Total CaSes .« oo vetenneveuernnen 10,185 11,365 13,183 11,765 12,524
Injury to person . ..... P 1,839 1,804 2,116 1,819 2,011
2137717V AR 1,898 2,132 2,680 1,985 2,494
Robbery .\ooveviiniiiinnn, 1,764 2,091 2,282 1,972 1,684
Larceny...ovveviniiieiaiinaaain 1,382 1,564 1,723 1,828 2,322
Autotheft...oouvivvienrienrnens 49] 619 1,083 950 648
Othertheft .. ....oveveviinaadon 548 457 545 551 629
Weapons offenses. ........... veees 470 528 441 370 438
Sexoffenses .....oooiiiiiiiiat 170 134 227 225 219
Drug law violations ,.......cv.venns 457 751 726 759 830
Maljcious mischief .. ........... ... 401 424 370 486 563
Runaway from institution .......... 300 294 337 322 | 276
All'other offenses . ................ 465 517 653 498 410
Percent distribution ............... 100 100 100 100 100
Injury toperson . .oovvvvvvenvnnans 18 16 16 15 16
Burglary .....oiviiiiiiiiaiinn, 19 19 20 17 20
Robbery .o.vvevn i, 17 18 17 17 13
LArCeNY . e e eie e nnnen i 14 14 13 16 19
Autotheft.........coviiiiiii 5 5 8 8 5
Other theft ........... e 5 4 4 5 5
Weapons offenses . ............ ... 5 5 3 3 3
Sex offenses .......... B S 2 2 2 2 2
Drug law violations ............... 4 7 6 6 7
Malicious mischief .........oohatn 4 4 3 4 4
Runaway from institution ......,... 3 2 3 3 2
All other offenses .. .....ovvennnnn, 4 4 5 4 3
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PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF OFFENSES
NEW CHARGES DISPOSED OF IN 1983
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'Girls’ cases less than 0.5 percent.
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SOURCE OF REFERRAL BY SEX AND RACE:

TABLE 26

1983

Deliﬁquency cases disposed of

Source of reference Total Boys
Non- Non-
Total | White | white | Total } White | white
Total CaSes vuveruvnvneresinnns 10,185 | 9,074 | 2,404 § 6,670 § 1,111} 217 894
Police arrestS. v vve e eeraannnn 9,191} 8,375 | 2,164 | 6,211 8161 134 | 682
Percent ...vvvenneninnennans 90 92 90 93 73 76
Otherreferrals «..ovvvvvvnvnonn. 994 699 240 ¢ 459 295 212
Authorities outside Phila. ....... 145 129 26 103 16 15
Individual ...........cc.oue 783 522 199 323 261 187
Parent or relative ............. 65 47 15 32 18 10
School anthorities. . ..ooevvnn.. 1 1 - i - -
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TABLE 27

RESIDENCE OF CHILD AND MARITAL STATUS OF NATURAL PARENTS: 1983

Children! in delinquency cases disposed of
Residence of child and Total Boys Girls
marital status of parents

Non- Non-
Total { White | white | Total { White | white

Total children 7,323 1 6,419 | 1,800 | 4,619 | 904 192 | 712

Child living with:

Bothparents . ............onn. 1,912 | 1,718 783 935 194 74 120
Parent and step-parent ......... 353 320 111 209 33 10 23
Mother .....ooviiiiiriinnn, 3,892 | 3,390 684 | 2,706 | 502 68 | 434
Father.....o.coveviveinnnnn. 306 272 96 176 34 12 22
Other family home? ........... 598 513 70 443 85 9 76
Institution or agency........... 70 61 10 51 9 3 6
Independent residence ......... g 5 4 1 3p 2 1
Notreported......covvvevnn.. 184 140 42 98] 44 14 30
Marital status of parents.......... 7323 6419 | 1,800 4619 | 904 | 192 | 712
Married. .. coooviniiiiinnn.. 1,885 | 1,694 7751 919 | 191 75 { 116
Parent(s) deceased ............ 834 733 159 574 1 101 24 77
Divorced........covvviiin.. 255 221 99 122 34 13 21
Separated . ... ... ieeniinnn. 2,109 | 1,845 499 ] 1,346 | 264 50 | 214
Not married ...oovveviinnn.nn 779 657 55 602 | 122 4 } 118
Not reported .. ... v, 1,461 | 1,269 2134 1,056 | 192 26 166

1Sec footnote 2, Table 185.
With relatives, foster parents, guardian, etc.
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TABLE 28

MARITAL STATUS OF NATURAL PARENTS AND

NUMBER OF INDIVIDUAL CHILDREN! -

1979 TO 1983

Children in delinquency cases disposed of

Parental marital relationship

Sex and year
Total Parent(s) Not Not
Married | deceased | Divorced } Separated | married | reported
Total children
1979....... (8,694 2,904 1,108 505 2,371 680 1,126
1980......... 8071} 2,426 1,049 467 2,182 552 1,395
1981......... 8,847 1 2,519 1,079 464 2,383 616 1,786
1982......... 8,045] 2,239 990 371 2,171 715 1,559
1983......... 7,323 1,885 834 255 2,109 779 1,461
Boys
1979. .. ..t 7,653 1 2,628 955 460 2,075 603 932
1980......... 7,033} 2,115 937 416 1,884 487 1,194
1981......... 7,717 | 2,237 948 411 2,050 548 1,523
1982......... 69751 1,958 846 339 1,898 598 1,336
1983......... 64191 1,694 733 221 1,845 657 1,269
Girls
1879......... 1,041 276 153 45 296 77 194
1980......... 1,038 311 112 51 298 65 201
1981......... 1,130 282 131 53 333 68 263
1982......... 1,070 281 144 32 273 117 223
1983......... 904 191 101 4 264 233 192

1See footnote 2, Table 15.
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RESIDENCE OF CHILD:

TABLE 29

1979 TO 1983

Children in delinquency cases disposed of

Residence of child

Race, sex
and year With
Total | With parent In other
both | and step- } With | With { family Not
parents | parent § mother | father | home! ] Other? | reported

Total children

1979 ........ 8,694 | 2912 413 4,082 | 326 661 135 165

1980 ........ 8,071 | 2,402 377 4,065 | 309 651 129 138

1981 ........ 8,847 | 2,508 402 4,508 | 363 692 132 242

1982 ........ 8,045 | 2,249 398 4,117 1 371 639 86 185

1983 ........ 7,323 | 1,912 353 3,892 § 306 598 78 184
Boys

1979 ........ 7,653 § 2,637 372 3,573 { 297 567 97 110

1980 ........ 7,033 1 2,097 333 3,547 | 274 587 94 101

1981 ........ 7,717 | 2,232 348 3917 | 319 610 109 182

1982 ........ 6,975 | 1,969 360 3,566 | 324 551 67 138

1983 ........ 6,419 | 1,718 320 3390 | 272 513 66 140
Girls

1979 ........ 1,041 275 41 509 29 94 38 55

1980 ........ 1,038 305 44 518 35 64 35 37

1981 ........ 1,130 276 54 591 44 82 23 60

1982 ........ 1,070 280 38 551 47 38 19 47

1983 ........ 904 194 33 502 34 85 12 44

'With foster parents, relatives, guardians, etc.

2[n institution or independent residence.
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TABLE 30

TYPE OF DISPOSITION: 1979 TO 1983

Type of disposition Delinquency cases disposed of
1983 1982 1981 1980 1979
Total Cases +vvvrvivrriiierannnans 10,185 11,365 13,183 11,765 12,524
Referred elsewhere for disposition . ... 57 71 119 110 122
Withdrawn, discharged, adjusted ... .. 3,677 4,554 5,333 4,850 4,755
Probation oOr supervision ........... 4,725 4,579 5,145 4,700 5,708
Committed to:
Institution for delinquents ......... 1,211 982 1,162 878 704
Other institutions or agencies. ,..... 128 164 162 163 218
Certified to criminal court .......... 215 237 235 156 94
Restitution or fines . ............... 79 62 55 61 68
Adjudged delinquent! .............. - 606 724 607 733
Others. v vive v iiereeiriiae s 93 110 248 240 122
Percent distribution ............... 100 100 100 100 100
Referred efsewhere for disposition . ... 1 1 1 1 1
Withdrawn, discharged, adjusted ... .. 36 40 40 41 38
Probation or supervision ........... 46 40 39 40 45
Committed to:
Institution for delinquents ......... 12 9 9 7 5
Other institutions or agencies....... 1 1 1 1 2
Certified to criminal court .......... 2 2 2 1 1
Restitution or fines .. .............. 1 ~2 1 1
Adjudged delinquent .............. - 5 5 5 6
Others. . .ovveein i iiiiinnens 1 i 2 2 1

!Cases in which a child already committed or placed on probation is adjudged delinquent on a new charge
and remains on probation or in commitment. In 1983, these cases were categorized as probation or
commitment dispositions.

2Less than 0.5 percent.
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TABLE 31

DELINQUENCY CASES DISPOSED OF THROUGH COURT HEARING AND

INTAKE INTERVIEWS — TYPE OF DISPOSITION BY SEX AND RACE: 1983
Delinquency cases disposed of
Type of disposition Total Boys Girls
Non- Non-
Total | White | white } Total | White | white
Total CASES v vevvvervenesrivnnns 10,185 § 9,074 § 2,404 16,670} 1,111} 217 | 894
Referred elsewhere . ............. 57 54 20 34 3 1 2
Authorities outside the city ..... 47 45 18 27 2 1 1
Counseling and referral ........ 10 9 2 7 1 - 1
Withdrawn, discharged
oradjusted .......ciiiiaann. 3,677 | 3,196 860 12,336} 481 ] 128 | 353
Discharged at court hearing . ... . 559 515 114 j 401 44 7 37
Adjusted at Youth Study
(/11 (N 1,063 836 327t 509 227 67 160
Determined. . .....ooveneinn 353 286 71 215 67 19 48
Petition withdrawn............ 1,644 | 1,503 334 | 1,169 141 34 107
Other v vvveiiineer s 58 56 14 42 2 1 1
Probation «.....oveiiiiiiainnn 4,725 | 4,169 '} 1,185 {2984 | 556 74 | 482
Probation ..........ccouiuiuunn. 2,048 | 1,858 401 ] 1,457 190 14 176
Clinical services probation . ..... 53 45 21 24 8 3 5
Intensive probation............ 50 47 6 41 3 1 2
Probation and restitution ....... 373 340 96 244 33 1 32
Medical probation ............ i 1 - 1 - - -
Consent Decree ..v.ovovinnn.. 1,927 | 1,641 570 | 1,071 286 49 | 237
Consent Decree with
restitution .. .i..iieeeieaaen, 273 237 91 146 36 6 30
Commitments . .....oovvnnenenns 1,339 | 1,296 278 } 1,018 43 2 41
Institution for delinquents ...... 1,211 | 1,178 243 935 33 - 33
Public/private agencies ........ 103 95 26 69 8 - 8
Mental health facility .......... 25 23 9 14 2 2 -
Certified to criminal court .. ... .. ns| 211 13| 198] 4y 1] 3
Resitution or fines .............. 79 73 14 59 6 - 6
Finespaid..........ooiiinnns, 80 65 30 35 15 8 7
Other ...ovivirieninennnnnnns 13 10 4 6 3 3 -
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TABLE 32

DELINQUENCY CASES DISPOSED OF AT COURT HEARINGS-
TYPE OF DISPOSITION BY SEX AND RACE: 1983

Delinquency cases disposed of

Type of disposition Total Boys Girls
Non- Non-
Total | White | white | Total } White | white
Total Cases .... vovevecunreennn 9,032 | 8,164 } 2,045 6,119 | 868 142 726
Referred to authorities
outside the city ........ooivuet. 47 45 18 27 2 1 1
Withdrawn or discharged. ........ 2,614 1 2,360 533 11,827 | 254 61 193
Discharged ........oovvevvnnn 559 515 114 401 44 7 37
Determined......oovenvvnnn,. 353 286 71 215 67 19 48
Petition withdrawn . ........... 1,644 | 1,503 334 ] 1,169 | 141 34 107
Other v.vvvviiiiianenennnn, 58 56 14 42 2 1 1
Probation .....iveeeeninennnn. 4,725 | 4,169 {1,185 12,984 | 556 74 482
Probation ...........00nnenn. 2,048 § 1,858 401 1,457 § 190 14 176
Clinical services .......covv... 53 45 21 24 8 5
Intensive probation............ 50 47 6 41 3 1 2
Medical probation .....ovvainen i 1 - 1 - - -
Probation and restitution ....... 373 340 96 244 33 32
Consent Decree .....vovennnn. 1,927 | 1,641 570 11,071 | 286 49 237
Consent Decree with
FESLIEUION . vvir e sennnennn 273 237 91 146 36 6 30
Commitments . «.vuvevenennnnn. 1,339 11,296 278 11,018 43 2 41
Institution for delinquents ...... 1,211 | 1,178 243 935 33 - 33
Mental health facility .......... 25 23 9 14 2 2 -
AZENCIES . ovivii i 103 95 26 69 8 - 8
Ceriified to criminal court . ....... 5 215 211 13 198 4 1 3
Restitution or fines .. .......vvnnn 79 73 14 59 6 - 6
Other v vvii it enieannne 13 10 4 6 3 3 -
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TABLE 33

DELINQUENCY CASES DISPOSED OF THROUGH INTAKE

INTERVIEWS AT YOUTH STUDY CENTER: 1983
Total Boys Girls
Type of disposition Non- Non-
Total | White | white § Total | White | white
Total cases ....vvvvvvinnvinenn 1,153 910 359 551 243 75 168
Adjusted .. ... . o] 1,063 | 836 327 | 509 } 227 67 160
Referred to Counseling and
Referral Service .............. 10 9 2 7 1 - 1
Finespaid........ooovvuvunn.. 80 65 30 35 15 8 7
TABLE 34
REASON FOR REFERRAL AND TYPE OF DISPOSITION
BOYS’ DELINQUENCY CASES: 1983
Delinquency cases disposed of
With-
Offenses Re- drawn, Certified
Total {ferred | discharged to Others
else- or Pro- }Commit- }criminal
where | adjusted |bation | ments court
BOys' CaSES ... veveiniininn, 9,074 | 54 3,196 4,169 | 1,296 211 148
Homicide . .......covvvvvnn. 3 - - 2 1 - -
Assaults ,..ooeviirini.nn. 1,309 3 523 559 171 43 10
Coercion/threats ............ 146 i 69 59 12 - 5
Burglary ....ovv i, 1,842 | 18 444 987 339 39 15
Robbery......ocivvvenvnnnn 1,670 6 514 691 339 101 19
LArCeny .v.vevivunmenviennn 1,280 5 404 696 155 3 17
Auto Theft........o. i 476 9 110 233 112 4 8
Retail theft ........ .. .. ..., 186 1 47 97 40 - 1
Receiving stolen property ... .. 97 - 40 49 8 - -
Othertheft .........c....... 109 1 33 59 15 - 1
Weapons offenses ........... 396 - 100 268 25 | 2
Rape ....oivviviieinnine, 61 - 9 21 21 16 -
Other sex offenses ........... 93 1 19 53 15 4 1
Drug law violations.......... 412 2 198 199 12 - 1
Disorderly conduct .......... 34 1 19 14 - - -
Vandalism ............. ... 101 - 30 64 6 ~ 1
P8 1o} | SN 50 - 15 28 5 2 -
Resisting an officer .......... 19 - 13 4 2 - -
Trespassing................. 67 - 20 38 6 2
Other malicious mischief...... 80 - 56 22 - 2 -
Runaway from institution .. ... 252 239 3 8 - -
Motor-vehicle violation . ...... 24 - 13 10 1 - -
Non-payment fines/costs.,.... 217 - 151 - - - 66
Other . vivvedivnnennnnnnns 150 4 130 13 3 - -
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TABLE 35

REASON FOR REFERRAL AND TYPE OF DISPOSITION

GIRLS’ DELINQUENCY CASES:

1983

Delinquency cases disposed of

With-
Offenses Re- drawn,
Total ferred | discharged Other!
else- or Pro- { Commit-
where | adjusted |{ bation ments
Girls’ cases ... ooneeeee vt 1,111 3 481 556 43 28
Homicide .. ................ 1 - 1 - = -
ASSAUUS .t eiiaa e 316 - 162 143 6 4
Coercion/threats ............ 64 - 32 28 2 3
Burglary . ... oo 56 - 13 38 4 1
ROBBErY « . eoeeeeennnenens 94 - 25 61 7 1
Larceny ...cveiiiniiiienn. 102 1 34 60 6 1
Autotheft ......... vl 15 - 5 10 - -
Retail theft................. 106 - 16 84 6 _
Othertheft....c........0u, 50 10 37 1 I
Weapons offznses .. ......... 74 - 23 49 1 1
Sex offenses ...... e 16 - 7 4 5 -
Drug law violations.......... 45 { 20 24 - -
Disorderly. conduct .......... 6 - 4 2 - -
Vandalism/arson . ........... 13 - 5 6 2 -
Other malicious mischief ., .... 31 - 23 8 - -
Runaway from institution .. ... 48 - 44 - 1
Non-payment fines/costs . ..... 40 - 25 - - 15
Other.......covvviinnnnn.. 34 - 32 2 - -

ncludes 4 cases certified to criminal court,
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TABLE 36

INSTITUTIONS AND AGENCIES TO WHICH
DELINQUENT CHILDREN WERE COMMITTED: 1983

Institution o agercy New charges Review hearings!
Total Boys Girls Total Boys Girls
Total €ases ....ooveveeeennn. 1,339 1,297 42 811 759 52
State-operated institutions for
delinquents.............u.n 400 384 16 232 219 13
Youth Development Centers:
Loysville,.......coovtn. 89 89 - 24 24 -
Cornwells Heights ........ 198 197 1 138 138 -
Waynesburg........oon 18 3 15 14 1 13
New Castle ............. 47 47 - 20 20 -
Forestry Camp No.1 ...... 14 i4 - 7 7 -
Forestry Camp No.2 ...... 20 20 - 21 21 -
Forestry Camp No.3 ...... 10 10 - 5 5 -
North Central Secure
Treatment Unit (Danville). 4 4 - 3 3 -
Other institutions . . .......... 810 794 16 403 383 20
GlenMills ..........ov00 274 274 - 71 71 -
St. Gabriel's Hall .......... 244 244 - 107 107 -
St. Gabriel’s Day Center ..., 54 54 - 107 107 -
Sleighton School .......... 139 128 11 57 44 13
Sisters of Good Shepherd ... 5 - 5 7 - 7
George Jr. Republic ....... 27 27 - 15 15 -
St. Michael's ............. 32 32 - 24 24 -
New Life Youth and Family
SErvICES v i vvivrinrnnnnnn { 1 - 2 2 -
Other . ..ooviviiiiie i, 34 - 34 - 13 13 -
Mental health facilities........ 25 23 2 37 34 3
Eastern State Scheol and
Hospital . ............... 17 15 2 12 10 2
Phila, Child Guidance
Clinic...oooovvuevnnn. 2 2 - 2 2 -
Norristown State Hospital . . . 4 4 - 15 15 -
Hahnemann Community
M/H Center ............ - - - 1 1 -
Other ..ooovvve i, 2 2 - 7 6 1
Private agencies .. ........... 104 96 8 139 123 16
Southern Home ........... 12 9 3 30 22 8
Abraxis Foundation........ 25 25 - 2 25 4
The Bridge ........oovvtn 15 15 - 11 10 1
Gaudenzia House . ......... [ 1 - 3 3 -
Penna. Youth Advocate
Program................ - - - 2 1 1
House of Umoja .......... 4 4 - 11 11 -
Childrens Services, Inc. ..... 1 - 1 17 16 1
Some Other Place ......... 20 20 - 22 22 -
Other ....ovvvennnads 26 22 4 14 13 1

1Does not include 908 cases in which children committed at previous hearings remain as placed.
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TABLE 37

REVIEW HEARINGS! IN DELINQUENCY CASES: 1983

Through Without

Reason for referral Total court court

and dispositions hearing hearing

Reason for referral ......coiviiniiiiin i, 5112 2,828 2,284
Violation of probation or aftercare ................. 1 1 -
Discharge from institution or agency ............... 688 619 69
Discharge from probation or aftercare .............. 2,123 153 1,970
Consent Decree case relisted ...........oooiivea.., 58 58 -
Report by order of the court:......... ..o .. il 1,851 1,846 5
Case TBVIEW . . v oot it iiie s reinea s ntnnendenanns 98 97 1
Motion for amendment. . oo vviiiii i aan s 94 i1 83
Rupaway from institution or agency ................ 199 43 156
DISPOSILIONS &\« v v vvtvin i i 5,112 2,828 2,284
Motions dismissed or withdrawn ................... 99 95 4
Discharged from probation or aftercare ............. 846 81 765
Discharged from commitment ..................... 439 356 83
Discharged from commitment with aftercare ......... 476 441 35
Probation or aftercare........coviiiiiiiii i 115 113 2
Runaway retumed.......c.ooviiiiiinnneiinenns 35 5 29
Committed to institution for delinquents............. 635 602 33
Other comMmItMERLS .. vouvveiiiiinirreninreennns 176 168 8
Remain as placed .......ovviiiniiiiniiiiiia 908 877 31
Discharged from Consent Decree .................. 1,252 46 1,206
Record expunged. ....ovvvveirin i 91 3 88
All other diSPosiioNS . vovviianiariinenyinreranns 40 40 -

1See page 40.
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REVIEW HEARINGS IN DELINQUENCY CASES:

TABLE 38

1979 TO 1983

Reason for referral

Review cases disposed of through court

hearing and without court hearing

and dispositions 1983 1982 1981 1980 1979
Reason forreferral ........oovvvntn 5,112 5,243 5,625 6,343 6,448
Violation of probation or
coaftercare ... ..iveiiiiie i 1 ! 1 2 13
Discharge from institution or
BBENCY. ettt vrvronrannnneassnnns 688 473 1,342 572 568
Discharge from probation or
aftercare ... ieeiieerne venan. 2,123 2,664 1,977 3,493 3,723
Transfer custody . ........coivnt - 1 35 12 9
Consent Decree case relisted ........ 58 9 34 62 108
Report by order of the court ........ 1,851 1,596 1,235 1,360 1,202
Case reVIEW ....vvvmeneivnnennnnns 98 144 587 433 378
Motion for amendment ............ 94 102 185 94 150
Runaway from institution or
Y0 1V O O 199 248 228 313 282
Other v.veiniei it - 5 1 2 15
Dispositions .......cveeniiieiiaans 5,112 5,243 5,625 6,343 6,448
Motion dismissed or withdrawn...... 99 96 137 182 203
Discharged from probation or
aftercare .......oeeiiiiiiiieenes 846 1,107 1,203 1,481 1,562
Discharged from commitment ....... 439 326 340 325 295
Discharged from commitment with
aftercare ....... .. il 476 299 333 397 335
Probation or aftercare ............. 115 86 176 174 124
Runaway returned ........00..0.... 35 48 50 62 73
Committed to institution for
delinquents ........viiiiiee s, 635 710 585 586 349
Other commitments .......c.o.. o 176 165 177 142 159
Remainasplaced................. 908 777 799 949 880
Discharged from Consent Decree .... | 1,252 1,520 1,717 1,928 2,289
Record expunged ........oovvnnen. 91 72 62 78 139
All other dispositions ', .........o..s. 40. 3 46 39 40
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JUVENILE NON-DELINQUENCY

JUVENILE NON-DELINQUENCY CASES:

TABLE 39

1979 TO 1983

1983 1982 1981 1980 1979

Petitions filed ..........ovei.aa 2,457 3,066 2,904 2,384 1,727
Total cases disposed! .............. 18,417 13,650 11,049 7,489 4,036
Through court hearing ........... 18,356 13,558 10,967 7,418 3,865
Without court hearing . .o.covvvnn 61 52 82 71 171
Total dispositions ......oovvevennn. 18,417 13,650 11,049 7,489 4,036
New charges....coovvievoannnn. 2,623 3,009 2,717 2,296 1,619
Review hearings ......... ... 15,794 10,641 8,332 5,193 2417
Court SESSIONS . . oo vvnveaveransenas 386 357 342 274 224
New referrals?. .............. veeel | 71186 1,578 1,265 1,209 793

1Does not include 384 detention hearings held for emergency protective custody. See page 41.
2Family’s first time contact with Family Court.
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DISPOSED CASES - NON-DELINQUENCY
1979 TO 1983

THOUSANDS

19

16

13

10

—

{

TOTAL CASES

REVIEW HEARINGS

NEW CHARGES

l

1979 1980 1981 1982
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TABLE 40

REASON FOR REFERRAL OF NON-DELINQUENCY CASES: 1983

New charges disposed of
Type of case Total Boys Girls Families
Total CaseS oo v vt e vveirenrnnneannsaa] 2,623 1,356 1,267 1,916
Inadequate care .........ovvvneinen.. 1,433 750 683 1,030
Noparent. . ...vvveernrererersnienns 6 2 4 4
Neglect...ovviininniiinniniennnn, 380 190 190 228
ABUSE. .ot i e 209 99 110 142
Abandonment ..........i0eiiieians 19 14 5 15
Mental/physical health ............... 100 62 38 88
Delinquent case referral ... ........... 5 2 3 5
TrUANCY ¢ oo eneiaiiee s dinnnnreenns 71 42 29 62
Inicorrigibility . ... cvvvveni it 279 122 157 262
Others v oveerineini i iennens 121 73 48 80
TABLE 41

SOURCE OF REFERRAL IN NON-DELINQUENCY CASES: 1983

New charges disposed of
Reason for referral Source of referral
to court Total Dept. of { School
Public § author-
Parent | Relative | Court { Welfare ities Other
Total cases............ 2,623 285 97 165 1,591 469 16
Inadequate care........ 1,433 8 38 11 1,084 291 1
No parent ............ 6 - - 2 4 - -
Neglect......oovivnnt, 380 11 41 8 209 107 4
Abuse.......oiiiunan 209 - 5 31 173 - -
Abandonment ......... 19 - 1 - 17 - 1
Mental/physical health .. 100 - - 93 4 - 3
Delinquent case referral . 5 - - 4 1 - -
Truancy ....ooveevnin. 71 - - - - 71 -
Incorrigibility .. ...... .. 279 266 12 - - - 1
Others o.oovvvennnns. 121 - - 16 99 - 6
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TABLE 42

REASON FOR REFERRAL AND PERCENT

DISTRIBUTION —~ NON-DELINQUENCY:

1979 TO 1983

Reason for referral 1983 1982 1981 1980 1979
Total Cases .ovvvrvnvnsereeennnns 2,623 3,009 2,717 2,296 1,619
Inadequate care .............0vun. 1,433 1,807 1,620 1,019 506
Noparent.....ovoviiiveniinnnnn. 6 67 18 31 52
NegleCt o ovvvvreneennenersenenns 380 415 408 454 337
ADUSE .t vie it 209 237 250 337 239
Abandonment..........coi0uenn.. 19 25 42 77 77
Mental/physical health............. 100 52 42 58 67
Delinquent case referral . ........... 5 25 86 112 86
Truancy ....ovvvviviiiiiiiiinn, 71 33 33 39 94
Incorrigibility .......ovvvveinn. 279 244 131 120 102
(@713 121 104 87 49 59
Percent distribution ............... 100 100 100 100 100
Inadequate care .................. 54 60 60 4 31
Noparent.....coovvvviieviinenns - 2 1 1 3
NegleCt .ot iiiaain iy 14 14 15 20 21
ADUSE .o i it e 8 8 9 15 15
Abandonment...............0onn. 1 1 1 3 5
Mental/physical health............. 4 2 1 3 4
Delinquent case referral ............ - 1 3 5 5
Truancy .....coovviiiiiineinnna, 3 1 1 2 6
Incorrigibility ......ooveiiiiina, 11 8 5 5 6
Other o ii i 5 3 3 2 4
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TABLE 43

SOURCE OF REFERRAL AND PERCENT
DISTRIBUTION -NON-DELINQUENCY:

1979 TO 1983

Source of referral 1983 1982 1981 1980 1979
Total C4SES © vt vevvernsinertunnann 2,623 3,009 2,717 2,296 1,619
PATENl oo v e eeene et anenesns 285 246 142 134 115
Relative ...t vviiiviieniinnansnes 97 115 112 88 80
Dept. of Public Welfare............ 1,391 2,157 1,963 1,613 753
School authorities.......coovuven.. 469 304 248 199 361
10003 ¢ S 165 159 221 242 276
(07317 S NN 16 28 31 20 34
Percent distribution ............... 100 100 100 100 100
Parent v.voviiis i i e 11 8 5 6 7
Relative . ....cciviiniiininenn.n, 4 4 4 4 5
Dept. of Public Welfare............ 60 72 72 70 47
School authorities . ... ....covvvnnns 18 10 9 9 22
(00013 ¢ 6 5 8 10 17
(07117 (NN 1 1 1 2

TABLE 44
AGE OF CHILDREN IN NON-DELINQUENCY CASES: 1983
New charges disposed of
Reasons for reference Age of children
to court Total { jrderf 1105610 11 1210 15| 16 years | Not
1 year } years | years years | and over | reported

Total cases ............. 2,623 | 312 421 479 1,032 377 2
Inadequate care ..., ..... 1,433 | 215 225 268 521 204 -
Noparent.............. 6 1 2 - 1 2 -
Neglect........oivune.. 380 38 99 105 109 29
Abuse.......ooiivienns 209 20 54 57 56 20
Abandonment ........,. 19 6 4 6 1 2 -
Mental/physical health ...{ 100 1 2 3 48 46 -
Delinquent case referral. . . 5 - - I 3 1 -
Truancy ...cvovvvvenns 71 ~ - 5 64 2 -
Incorrigibility ... ........ 279 - - 6 206 67 -
(0111 I 121 3 35 28 23 4 -

106



TABLE 45

CHILD’S RESIDENCE AND MARITAL STATUS OF NATURAL PARENTS

IN NON-DELINQUENCY CASES: 1983
Child's residence and Children
marital status of parents Non- Not Families
Total White white reported
Totalcases .......oveevnunns 2,623 689 1,824 110 1916
Child living with:
Both parents ............. 254 118 114 22 175
Parent and stepparent ...... 38 16 22 - 32
Mother ........iiiin. 1,028 2438 755 25 728
Father ......... .. .oout. €9 16 52 1 52
Other family home ........ 241 43 194 4 178
Foster home ............. 4 2 2 - 4
Institution or agency ....... 978 244 677 57 740
Other ........ DU 1 - I -~ 1
Not reported  ...... ... 10 7 6
Marital status of parents:
Married ... ..o 307 147 129 31 226
Parent(s) deceased ......... 154 45 104 5 128
Divorced ..oovveiinnnnn.. 34 16 18 - 30
Separated ... .00 524 199 314 11 378
Not married  ............. 420 52 363 5 304
Not reported  .....ovvunls. 1,184 230 896 58 850
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TABLE 46

TYPE OF DISPOSITION AND REASON FOR REFERRAL IN

NON-DELINQUENCY CASES:

1983

New charges disposed of

Type of disposition In- Delinquent |  In-
Total Jadequate! | Neglect®| Abuse case corrigi- {Other?
care referral bility
Total cases.............. 2,623 1,439 399 209 5 279 292
Dismissed or discharged ... | 307 89 54 19 -3 49 93
Petition withdrawn . ...... 256 119 51 11 - 46 29
Protective supervision . .. .. 619 272 115 62 - 115 55
Placed in custody of:
Parent ..........c0ne. 13 5 5 - - - 3
Relative .........oune 71 36 32 2 - 1
Other individual . ...... 19 7 6 2 - 2
Commit to:
Dept. of Public Welfare . 1,268 904 136 113 I 63 51
Mental health facility ... 64 2 - - - 4 58
Private agency ......... 1 - - - 1 - -
Others ..oovviiiins 5 5 ~ - - - -
MIncludes:  No parent.
*Inctudes: . Abandonment.
*tncludes:  Mental/physical health and truancy.

108



TABLE 47

NON-DELINQUENCY DISPOSITIONS AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION:
1979 TO 1983

Type of disposition 1983 1982 1981 1980 1979
Total cases .. .vvvvnvineriereennns 2,623 3,009 2,747 2,296 1,619
Dismissed or discharged............ 307 244 213 168 163
Petition withdrawn................ 256 295 185 195 129
Protective supervision. ............. 619 331 257 275 429
Placed in custody of:
Parent ..o viniiiiniiiniiia 13 32 30 37 39
Relative ...vvvineniiinneeennns 71 104 129 143 139
Other individual . ................ 19 37 26 30 32
Committed to:
Dept. of Public Welfare........... 1,268 1,941 1,837 1,394 612
Private agency .........coeeuies.. 1 - 2 14 19
Mental health facility ............. 64 23 13 20 22
Other .ovvseriiinniiinininnene 5 2 25 20 35
Percent distribution ............... 100 100 100 100 100
Dismissed or discharged............ 12 8 8 7 10
Petition withdrawn................ 10 10 7 8 8
Protective supervision.............. 24 11 9 i2 26
Placed in custody of:
Parent . .ovvininiin it en e, - 1 1 2 2
Relative ... ..oviievinnennonn. 3 3 5 6 9
Other individual . ................ 1 1 1 1 2
Committed to:
Dept. of Public Welfare........... 48 65 68 61 38
Private agency ........veeeeennns -1 - -} i I
Mental health facility . ............ 2 1 - 1 1
Other ..oviivriiirineenannas. -! - 1 1 2

Less than 0.5 percent.
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REVIEW HEARINGS! IN NON-DELINQUENCY CAFSES:

TABLE 48

1979 TO 1983

Reason for referral
and disposition

Review hearings disposed of through court

hearing and without court hearing

1983 1982 1981 1980 1979

Reason for referral . ........oovins. 15,794 10,641 8,332 5,193 2417
Transfer of custody. ............... - - - 3 1
Discharge from custody or

COMMILMENL « <t cviivniannnsanenns 1,268 824 512 363 160
Discharge from supervision . ........ 576 393 265 287 254
Motion for amendment ............ 1 - 1 - -
Report by order of court .. ......... 13,322 7,780 6,108 4,087 1,665
Case TEVIEW o vvvevrnnvnnnnnaenns 562 1,600 1,430 429 314
Runaway from custody ............ 65 44 16 24 23
Dispositions . .ovevriianeaieeiaaa, 15,794 10,641 8,332 5,193 2417
Protective supervision.............. 493 319 270 248 139
Committed to:

Dept. of Public Welfare....... e 151 168 269 248 22§

Mental health facility ............. 16 19 9 17 14

Relative ..ooviivnnneniiinnnnn. 63 60 72 104 44

Parent.......coooiiiveannnann., 38 78 83 66 51

Individual ..o veiv iy 36 45 26 44 22

Agency or institution ............, - 2 2 18 20
Remain as placed ............on 0 13,086 8,716 6,752 3,677 1,383
Discharged from:

Supervision . ...i e iih i 639 365 301 351 332

Commitment ......oovuueeanenn.. 1,207 808 478 322 114
Motion dismissed or withdrawn, ... .. 65 61 66 98 77
Others, covvv i viisinieiiinocnns - - 4 - -~

1See page 41.
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ADULT CASES

TABLE 49

ADULTS CORRUPTING OR ENDANGERING

THE WELFARE OF CHILDREN:

1979 TO 1983

1983 1982 1981 1980 1979

Petitions received . .. .....covivinnn 1,382 1,121 1,222 1,219 961
Total cases disposed..........ocunn 1,400 1,062 1,198 1,281 934
New charges .....vvveieivneennn. 1,319 1,062 1,139 1,174 847
Sex offenses .. .....oiiiiiiin 453 360 459 462 369
Non-sex offenses ................ 866 702 630 712 478
Truancy ....ovveenvininiineinns 81 - 59 107 87
Court SESSIONS . .uvvvvnvvrrnnarons 279 287 289 199 174
New referrals! .......oviiiiiit, 1,296 1,007 1,120 994 844

Individual’s first ime contact with Family Court.
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TABLE 50

NEW CHARGES DISPOSED OF ~ BY OFFENSE,

SEX AND RACE:

1983

Delinquency cases disposed of

Type of offense Total Males Females
Non- Non-
“Total { White § white }Total | White | white
Total Cases ...oovvvveeineennnnn 1,319 | L1911 319 872 128 39 89
Sex offenses ..... e 453 444 171 273 9 6 3
Rape......covvviiiaians, 163 161 32 129 2 - 2
Assault and attempted
1:19 <P RN 35 35 9 26 - - -
Indecent assault ..........c... 176 171 83 88 5 4
Commercialized vice .......... 19 17 15 2 2 2 -
Other sex offenses ............ 60 60 32 28 - - _
Non-sex offenses............... 866 7471 148 599 119 33 86
Aggravated assault ............ 348 300 71 | 229 48 11 37
Assault oo i 96 75 2 73 21 6 15
Robbery ......cvviiiunnannn. 260 248 27 221 12 4 8
Otherthefts ................. 31 31 7 24 - - -
Drug law violation............ 10 8 5 3 2 1
Cruelty or neglect of child ... ... 30 1 - 1 29 4 25
Corrupting morals of a
child ..o oot 48 41 22 19 7 7 -
Other non-sex offenses. ........ 43 43 14 29 -~ - -
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ADULT CASES
1979 TO 1983
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TABLE 51

OFFENSES AND AGES OF ADULTS IN NEW CHARGES
DISPOSED OF: 1983

Age
Type of offense Under
Total 25 25-50 Over
years years 50 years
TOtal CASES o v evn e eenae e innnenas 1,319 635 613 71
Sex offenses . vvvie i ettt 453 121 289 43
Rape ...cvevvvenennnn. e 163 60 93 10
Assault and attempted rape . ......... 35 16 16 3
Indecent assault ..........c00lvune, 176 30 124 22
Commercialized vice .........oovnt, 19 3 16 -
Other sex offenses . ................ 60 12 40 8
Non-sex offenses ....ovevenvinvinnnas 866 514 324 28
Aggravated assault. ... ... ... 348 153 177 18
P 1 1 N 96 73 22 1
Robbery ..ooveiiiiiiinniinnens 260 233 26 1
Otherthefts .....c..viiuin s, 31 20 11 -
Drug law violation ................ 10 5 5 -
Cruelty or neglect of child........... 30 11 19 -
Corrupting morals of child . .... R 48 11 33 4
Other non-sex offenses ............. 43 8 31 4
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TABLE 52

OFFENSES AND DISPOSITIONS OF ADULTS: 1983

Dispositions
Dis-
Offenses charged
Total or Held Pre- Others!
with- for | indictment | Pro- '} Commit-
drawn | trial | probation § bation ment
Total cases............ 1,400 449 638 114 114 35 50
Sex offenses........... 453 99 258 29 51 14 2
RAPE o oereens 163 23 | 138 2 - - "~
Assaults and attempted
17:17/ RN 35 6 29 - - - -
Indecent assault ...... 176 49 65 14 36 11
Commercialized
VICE «einnarnnnnenns 19 8 10 - - - 1
Other sex offenses. .. . 60 13 16 13 15 3 -
Non-sex offenses . ...... 866 306 380 85 63 21 11
Aggravated assault ... | 348 115 166 32 26 5 4
Assault.........vnnn 96 59 9 20 8 - -
Robbery ........... 260 75 180 i 2 - 2
Other thefts .. ....... 31 11 6 4 3 3 4
Drug law violation ... 10 6 4 - - - -
Cruelty or neglect
ofchild ........... 30 3 - 19 7 - l
Corrupting morals
ofachid.......... 48 14 13 6 - 10 5 -
Other non-sex
offenses ........... 43 23 2 3 7 8 -
Truancy cases ....... 81 44 - - - - 37

UIncludes sentericc suspended, fines and costs, and referrals to other units of the court, or DPW.
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TABLE 53

ADULT DISPOSITIONS AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
1979 TO 1983

Types of distribution Adult cases disposed of

1983 1982 1981 1980 1979
Total Cases ....ovuvivenoninnnnnss 1,400 1,062 1,139 1,281 934
Dismissed or discharged............ 449 334 477 505 333
Heldfortrial ......cevivivnnennns 638 467 382 560 389
Pre-indictment probation ........... 114 70 94 100 92
Probation ............ N 1i4 140 124 61 86
Committed ... ...ivvvvenennnennns 35 29 47 15 8
(071 (O 50 22 15 40 26
Percent distribution. ............... 100 100 100 100 100
Dismissed or discharged............ 32 31 42 39 36
Held fortral ...........covvunnn 46 44 34 4 42
Pre-indictment probation ........... 8 7 8 10
Probation «...eiiiciiiaiianiiians 8 13 11 5 9
Comimitted .. ..ovverieniiansenans 2 3 1 1
{1173 4 2 1 3 2
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ENFORCEMENT CASES

TABLE 54
ENFORCEMENT UNIT SUMMARY: 1979 TO-1983
1983 1982 1981 1980 1979
Petitions filed or received! ......... 258 245 422 362 471
Total cases disposed . .............. 175 136 318 249 414
Through court hearing . ........... 145 107 283 223 404

Petitions ...ovvvveveininnneen., 14 14 23 17 25
Delinquent ....oovvienvevnnn.. - - 1 - 2
Non-delinguent................ 14 14 22 17 23

Motions ...vvcvvnrrniinnienins 131 93 260 206 370
Delinquent ©.....coevvuiniannn 5 10 92 46 57
Non-delinquent........oouvun.. 126 83 168 160 313

Attachments ........cocvvennnn - - - - 9
Delinquent .......coviviinnn, - - - - 1
Non-delinquent................ - - - - 8

Without court hearing -

Miscellaneous petitions. .......... 30 29 35 26 10
Delinquent .......ovvvinnnna 30 29 35 14 10
Non-delinquent. .......... ... - - - 12 -

COUrt SESSIONS .+« v v e v v e vvveeersvons 10 12 27 19 21

Includes motions and attachments.

117



TABLE 55

REASON FOR REFERRAL AND DISPOSITIONS OF
ENFORCEMENT UNIT CASES: 1983

1 Without
Reason for referral Court court
and dispositions Total hearing hearing
Cases disposed of .......... o 175 145 30
Delinquent ....ooovvviiiiiniiiiierinennrinaass 35 5 30
Non-delinquent .......ccouvniieireiiiereennninss 140 140 -
Reason for referral:
Discharge from DPW..... ... ... ...t 124 124 -
Support order:
Place . it e i e i e e e 10 10 -
VACAIE +vin it insrevrseransnsstioannncnonans 7 7 -
B0 =TT 1) RN 4 4 -
Restitution:
Transfer to unclaimed fund .................... 30 - 30
Disposition:
Discharged from DPW..............coviiiian, 123 123 ~
Support order:
Placed ittt e e 6 6 -
Vacated v ovveiiie i, 7 7 -
Transferred . oo oo vt it i i e e 3 3 -
Dismissed or withdrawn . ........ccovvennnenr.n 6 6 -
Restitution:
Transferred to unclaimed fund.................. 30 - 30
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THE DOMESTIC RELATIONS BRANCH
INTRODUCTORY

The Domestic Relations Branch has jurisdiction in all proceedings con-
cerning family conflicts. However, the greater part of its work involves
obtaining support for children from legally responsible parents and
resolving custody disputes with respect to children.

This branch is comprised of numerous units which process cases involv-
ing: the establishment of paternity; support of children and spouses; cus-
tody or visitation matters concerning children and protection from abuse.

The enactment of P.L. 93-647 in 1975, commonly known as the Child
Support Enforcement Act (IV-D Program), resulted in a significant
increase in the workload of the Domestic Relations Branch. In addition,
changes were implemented in procedures to ensure better service to the
public and members of the bar. One such change involved relocating part
of the Domestic Relations Branch staff to a center city building at 1600
Walnut Street. Personnel at this location process all cases involving: Aid
to Families With Dependent Children (AFDC); the establishment of
paternity; and protection from abuse. Along with the staff mentioned
above, the following units are also housed at this location.

The Legal Unit which provides attorneys who appear in court in Aid to
Families with Dependent Children cases to assist in both establishment
and enforcement of support orders.

The Writ Server’s Unit which personally serves parties with orders to
appear at conferences or court hearings.

The Parent Locator Unit which processes requests for assistance in
locating absent parents in child support and custody cases.

The balance of the Domestic Relations Branch staff is located at 1801
Vine Street where Non-AFDC cases and custody/visitation matters are
processed. Other units located here are the Bureau of Accounts, which is
responsible for receiving and disbursing support order payments and the
Masters’ Unit, with three full time masters hearing testimony in support
cases referred to them by hearing officers.
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Due to the nature and number of cases received by the Domestic Rela-
tions Branch and adhering to good management practices, the Domestic
Relations Branch continually reviews. its systems and procedures seeking
new techniques and improved methods to be used in the disposition of
cases.

In recent years, changes have been made in the organizational structure
and many effective procedures have been implemented, permitting a
smoother flow of work and better enforcement practices. Some examples
of these efforts are listed below:

(1) The installation of automated delinquency notices and automated
processing of wage attachments. These systems have increased sup-
port collections significantly.

(2) The utilization of Federal PLS and State Bureau of Motor Vehicles
terminals and a 24 hours PLS Hotline to locate absent parents in
child support, custody or child snatching cases.

(3) The centralization of all protection from abuse cases allowing these
cases to be listed and disposed of before one domestic relations
judge.

(4) A system to computerize registration of domestic relations cases
became fully operational in 1983.

(5) Annual renewal of a contract with Pre-Trial Services for service of
bench warrants in support cases,

(6) A centralized Intake Unit at 1600 Walnut Street to interview wel-
fare clients referred by the Pennsylvania Department of Public
Welifare and prepare complaints before referral to the Pre-Trial
Units. In addition, if the case requires assistance in locating an
absent parent, this unit prepares the necessary forms and refers the
case to the Parent Locator Service.

(7) Contracts have been entered into with laboratories for HLA tests in

paternity cases. The lab sends technicians to 1600 Walnut Street to
draw blood for these tests.
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PROCEDURE FOR SUPPORT CASES

When cases are of local nature, i.e., where both of the parties involved
reside in Philadelphia or the venue requirements of the Supreme Court
Support Rules are met, the matter is first dealt with in the court by an
intake officer who prepares the complaint for support and performs other
duties related to the opening of a new file or retrieving an existing file. In
addition, many complaints for support are filed by private counsel. All
complaints for support are wholly civil in nature, and no reference is
made in the caption to indicate in any manner that it is a criminal pro-
ceeding. No fee is charged for the filing of a complaint for support.

With the enactment of Act 1982-75, all applicants for welfare are
referred to the Domestic Relations Branch (1600 Walnut Street) prior to
the authorization of the welfare grant. Intake officers in the Domestic
Relations Branch interview the client and prepare a complaint for support
or refer the case to the Parent Locator Unit for assistance in locating an
absent parent.

If the applicant for support is present, he or she is informed by the
intake officer that a mandatory preliminary conference will be scheduled
and held and that both parties in the case will be served with court orders
requiring them to appear with proof of income and expenses.

Complaints are then referred to the Pre-Trial Units and cases are sche-
duled for conferences. A copy of the complaint filed, together with a court
order to appear is served upon the defendant by mail; copies of orders to
appear are sent to counsel of record. In cases where a defendant fails to
respond to the service by mail, a copy of the order to appear and related
documents are personally served upon him by writ servers who are
employed by the Domestic Relations Branch for that purpose.

It is usually necessary for both parties to be present at the conference so
that financial and social status of the parties can be obtained and so that
agreements as to the amount of 2 support order, visitation and related
matters can be discussed and completed.

When an agreement is reached by the parties, the agreement is reduced
to writing and a court order is prepared containing the terms of the
agreement. The order is then signed by a judge and becomes an enforcea-
ble court order.
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If no agreement for support can be reached, the hearing officer prepares
the case summarizing background, social information, verification of
expenses and income and forwards to the Master in Support. After hear-
ing the case, the master wil make a proposed order for support which
becomes final if exceptions are not filed within 10 days. If exceptions are
filed, the court will hear argument on the exceptions and make final
disposition of the case.

Petitions to modify or vacate court orders are filed in all appropriate
instances either by the Domestic Relations Branch staff or by private
counsel. Procedures similar to those discussed previously are utilized in
holding mandatory preliminary conferences in an effort to amicably
resolve the matter thereby diverting cases from court hearings.

RECIPROCAL CASES

In reciprocal cases where the defendant resides in another state or
county, the intake officer prepares the complaint and the “testimony” of
the plaintiff. Following the filing of a complaint for support, the intake
officer prepares a certification and order to forward to the other jurisdic-
tion which is known as the responding jurisdiction. The court continues to
follow up on the plaintiff’s interest in the case. The responding jurisdic-
tion hears the case and enters and enforces the order for support.

When Philadelphia is the jurisdiction in which a defendant lives and an
action for support against the defendant is instituted in another county or
state, the documents initiated in the other jurisdiction are received and
processed in the Domestic Relations Branch. Procedures when Philadel-
phia is a responding jurisdiction are similar to those used in local cases,
with the exception of master’s hearing; however, most conferences, hear-
ings and court proceedings are unilateral with only the defendant being
present.

ESTABLISHMENT OF PATERNITY

In cases which involve the establishment of paternity of a child, special
procedures are in effect. Paternity may be established by a voluntary
acknowledgement of the father, in which case, his acknowledgement is
reduced to writing and made an order of the court, Insuch cases, after the
establishment of paternity, the hearing officer proceeds in an effort to
conclude an agreement for support. When no voluntary acknowledge-
ment of paternity is obtained, orders for a HLA blood test are issuzd on
the reputed father, the child and the mother. Special procedures are in
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effect with respect to having blood studies performed. The court has
contracted with Metpath to take blood samples for H.L.A. tests on pre-
mises at 1600 Walnut Street. Upon receipt of the test results, the case is
listed for court so that the issue of paternity can be judicially determined.
All paternity trials are civil trials and are usually non-jury trials unless
either party demands a trial by jury. After paternity is established by
voluntary acknowledgement or judicial hearing, the case is processed the
same as all support cases.

ENFORCEMENT

Special Enforcement Units operate to insure compliance with court
orders. Automated delinquent letters are generated regularly to defend-
ants not complying with the support order. Also, in an effort to divert
cases from court, hearing officers interview defendants in an attempt to
work out a payment plan for delinquent accounts. If the abuses are fla-
grant or if no agreement can be reached, the cases are sent into court by
means of petitions for contempt of court. Hearings are held by the court to
determine if the defendant has the means to pay and whether the failure to
pay was willfil and intentional. If such is the case, the defendant can be
imprisoned until there is compliance with the order of court so long as the
order contains conditions under which the defendant may purge himself
of the contempt; maximum sentence — 6 months. A more usual way of
enforcing support orders is by means of a wage attachment. In many
instances, an order for wage attachment is made part of the court order in
a support case. Otherwise, wage attachments can be issued upon petition
of the plaintiff or on motion of the court. The wage attachment process
has been fully automated.

As a result of its participation in the Federal Income Tax Refund
Intercept Program, the court is collecting arrearages in those cases in
which the children of employed, delinquent obligors are collecting public
assistance.

COLLECTION AND DISBURSEMENT

The Bureau of Accounts is responsible for receiving support order pay-
ments and disbursing same to proper payee. The Bureau of Accounts also
inputs all information on new and modified orders to the data processing
system, changes beneficiaries of court orders and maintains all financial
records. The unit also processes all wage attachment orders for the com-
puter system.
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CUSTODY OF CHILDREN

When separated couples are in disagreement over who shall have cus-
tody of the children or visitation rights, either party may file a petition for
custody, partial custody or visitation. Preliminary conferences are held in
an effort to amicably solve the matter without a court hearing. If no
agreement can be reached, the case is prepared for court.

When ordered by the court, a home investigation of the parties is made
by the Domestic Relations Branch staff. The judge, in awarding custody
of the child, decides the case in terms of the child’s best interest. The court
order often contains provisions for partial custody or visitation rights for
the non-custodial parent. Actually, the matter of custody or visitation
rights is often made a part of the order in many support cases, without a
formal petition for custody or visitation.

SUMMARY

In 1983, approximately 33,000 petitions were filed in the Domestic
Relations Branch. A total of 20,491 cases were disposed of by the court.
Compared to 1982, the total cases disposed in 1983 decreased by 5
percent.

The number of petitions and cases are not directly comparable. A case
may involve more than one petition, e.g., a petition for an increase in a
support order and a petition for credit, which are heard and disposed of at
the same hearing.

In addition, nearly 39,000 interviews and preliminary conferences
were held by the staff with plaintiffs, defendants and other family
members. New wage attachments issued totaled 11,200 an increase of 41
percent over 1982. Over 700 blood studies were scheduled in paternity
cases. The Parent Locator Unit had 7,331 cases referred to them. Various
units of the branch processed 2,398 changes in beneficiaries.

Court sessions are heard five days a week with six to eight judges
sitting. Over 1,000 sessions were held in 1983. Due to the number of
protracted cases, the complexity of these matters and the great amount of
time required in dealing with them, most protracted cases are listed and
heard separately from other cases.
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PETITIONS FILED

Of the 32,989 petitions filed in the Domestic Relations Branch in 1983,
nearly half of these (15,433) were new complaints for support. Another
6,510 petitions dealt with modifications of existing support orders; 4,835
were petitions concerning non-payment of support orders; 878 involved
protection from abuse petitions and the balance of the petitions (5,333)
involved child custody or visitation. Of this latter group, 56 percent were
petitions for custody, partial custody or visitation rights; 28 percent
requested custody confirmation; 7 percent were filed for contempt of
orders granting visitation or custody and 9 percent dealt with modifica-
tion of the custody/visitation order.

CASES DISPOSED

The largest number of cases disposed of in 1983 dealt with support for
children and spouses, (5,250), followed by cases involving non-payment
of support orders, 5,862. A total of 4,572 cases concerning modification
of support orders were disposed of while cases involving child custody or
visitation totaled 2,840. In addition, 967 protection from abuse cases
were disposed.

As shown in the following table, support matters constitute the bulk of
work in the Domestic Relations Branch. Actually 81 percent of all cases
disposed of in 1983 involved some facet of support. The majority of new
support cases, 64 percent, were disposed of at a preliminary conference
through agreement by the parties while cases involving non-payment of
order were generally disposed of at a court hearing (70 percent).

PATERNITY CASES

During 1983, paternity was established in 4,050 cases. This was an
increase of 54 percent over 1982, In the majority of cases, (86 percent),
paternity was acknowledged at the preliminary conference.

127



CASES DISPOSED BY TYPE OF CASE

Type of case 1983

Total cases disposed ... itiiii ittt ittt i et 20,491
Support:

UL &ttt et etes et on e r e v e inssiaerunnevnssscoaseansnneens 6,250

7 71 A Y 30
Modification of support order:

UL ot it ettt treeecennceasanoeasnsanonerosearoennsonennness 4,572
B o s 1 22
Non-payment of support order:

NUMIDET .+ ovtr ittt it e ittt et ee s i ias e tarcnasacaansans 5,862
Percent .. v.oouiueiin it e et et 29
Custody or visitation:

NHIDET o s et e st et veee ettt bna ittt iiianecaarsananosas 2,840
& o S U P 14
Protection from abuse:

A RT3 =1 S A .. 967
B o3 S 5

SUPPORT ORDER COLLECTIONS

Through the court’s enforcement of support orders, ccllections have
increased steadily during the last five years. Total support collections in
1983 totaled over forty-four million dollars — a 6 percent increase over
the 1982 collections.

Approximately 60 percent of all support collections are now received
as a result of wage attachment orders, including attachment of unemploy-
ment compensation.

_ Collections in Aid for Dependent Children cases continue to increase.

*Approximately twelve million dollars was collected in 1983 under this
program. Over 800 thousand dollars of this amount was collected as a
result of the court’s participation in thc Federal Income Tax Refund
Intercept Program.

Total Aid for Dependent Children collections in 1983 were 3 percent

higher than the amount collected in 1982 and accounted for 27 percent of
the court’s total collections.
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TABLE 1

TOTAL ACTIVITY: 1979 TO 1983

1983 1982 1981 1980 1979
Petitions filed!.................... 32,989 31,479 33,227 24,793 26,075
Total cases disposed! ,............. 20,491 21,550 14,736 13,776 18,735
Through court hearing ............ 10,154 11,121 8,612 8,546 12,787
Without court hearing?............ 10,337 10,429 6,124 5,230 5,948
Pre-trial Units ................. 6,004 6,703 3,028 1,917 5,948
Custody Unit® .........oviinnt. 876 658 - - -
Master’s Unit', . ........... ... 1,169 116 - - -
Enforcement Units............. 2,288 2,952 3,096 3,313 -
Court SeSSIONS «.v oot veenunrcnnnnn. 1,033 1,153 1,301 1,561 1,424
Paternity blood studies............. 747 375 131 105 140
New wage attachments issued ....... 11,200 6,603 5,337 4,400 2,482
Interviews and preliminary
CONferences . . .ovvvevneneennnnrs, 38,863 34,578 31,094 34,870 35,339
Cases referred to Parent Locator
Unit voeeiiiiiiiirenesninennnn, 7,331 6,780 5,746 5,026 11,409
Changes in beneficiary processed ... .. 2,398 4,784 1,560 2,860 3,408

'Petitions filed~1981, and cases disposed-1980 are revised figures. Changes in beneficiary included for.1979.
Uncludes agreements and orders at preliminary conferences.

3Unit operational in late 1981,

4Program implemented November, 1982.

SData unavailable for 1979.
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TABLE 2

PETITIONS FILED: 1979 TO 1983

Type of petition 1983 1982 1981 1980 1979
Total petitions filed! .............u. 32,989 31,479 33,227 24,7193 | 26,075
Petitions for support . v, covuenvnn 15,433 15,625 18,985 11,114 8,610
Local,.vousneneniianininnnann 12,056 11,954 15,248 8,427 6,567
Non-paternity . ...o.oovvuveesen. 4,517 6,333 7,531 6,195 4,655
Paternity . .ovvvvniveninnnin.. 7,539 5,621 7,717 2,232 1,912
Reciprocal? ... o.vvviiviiiinen 3,377 3,671 3,737 2,687 2,043
Non-patemity .. ooevvmnveerenns 1,866 2,918 3,097 2,258 1,425
Paternity .o .oovint i 1,511 753 640 429 618
Philadelphia initiating........... 1,526 1,523 1,987 1,365 863
Philadelphia responding ......... 1,851 2,148 1,750 1,322 1,180
Petitions for modification of support
(014 (<) S 6,510 6,812 4,823 4,674 7,486
Petitions for non-payment of support
OTAEIS & ivesnnnererannunesen 4,835 3,569 5,528 6,169 7,020
Petitions for child custody/partial
custody/visitation rights . .. ... ..., 5,333 4,519 3,891 3,436 2,959
Petitions for protection from abuse?. . 878 954 - - -
Petitions filed-1981 revised figure.
23ee page .
3Data unavailable-1979-1981.
TABLE 3
PATERNITY ESTABLISHED: 198] TO 1983
Type of hearing . 1983 1982 1981
o S P 4,050 2,630 1,935
Preliminary conference ...... .o vl e 3,493 2,055 1,617
Court Rearing .. oot oo 557 575 318
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TABLE 4
CASES DISPOSED OF WITH AND WITHOUT COURT HEARING: 1983

Through Without
Type of case Total court court
cases hearing hearing
Total Ca8€S « - vvvervns.ns P 20,491 10,154 10,337
07 o] 1o { S e 6,250 2,270 3,980
Modification of order ....vivii ittt i s 4,572 1,066 3,506
Non-payment of order........voiviii i cnn s, 5,862 4,108 1,754
Child custody or visitation. .. ...c.ovv i, 2,840 1,743 1,097
Protection fromabuse ........c.iiiii i 967 967 —
TABLE 5
SUPPORT ORDERS: 1979 TO 1983
1983 1982 1981 1980 1979
Newordersmade................. 5,410 4,978 4,081 4,101 5,326
Orders vacated .. .....onvveernren. 7,249 7,465 5,523 4,936 5475
Orderschanged ............ ... ... 6,099 6,532 5,721 1,173 5,322
Orders reinstated ................. - 1,163 1,259 659 1,314
Orders suspended . ... ............. - 501 717 848 636
TABLE 6
PAYMENTS RECEIVED ON SUPPORT ORDERS: 1979 TO 1983
Year Total AFD(C! Non-AFDC
1979 oo e e i e 30,468,310 7,273,736 23,194,574
1980 ..o e 32,138,169 7,441,562 24,696,607
5 1< U 35,371,503 8,976,002 26,395,501
1982 Lt 41,669,534 | 11,488,015 30,181,519
L 44,030,61 1% 11,857,606? 32,173,005

YAid for Dependent Children.
20ver $800.000 of this amount was collected through the Federal Income Tax Refund Intercept Program.

~ s
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PAYMENTS RECEIVED ON SUPPORT ORDERS
1979 TO 1983

MILLIONS

30 o

TOTAL PAYMENTS

33

30 e

27 e

NON-AFDC PAYMENTS

24 e

21 fem

18 b

15 e

12 e

AFDC' PAYMENTS

|

]9779 1 980 1981 1982 1983

'Aid For Dependent. Children
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DIVORCES AND ANNULMENTS
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DIVORCE PROCEEDINGS

Family Court Division has jurisdiction in all matters relating to divorce
and annulment. In July, 1980, Act 26 (Divorce Code) was enacted in
Pennsylvania. This law added new no fault grounds for divorce and
allowed for alimony and the equitable distribution of marital property.

Procedure in divorce and annulment is governed by the Rules of Civil
Procedure 1920.1 to 1920.92 inclusive. These are state-wide rules which
have been implemented by local rules proposed by the judges of the
Family Court Division, and ratified by the Board of Judges of the Court
of Common Pleas of Philadelphia. The local rules are comprehensive in
nature and encompass all matters previously governed by local rules,
administrative regulations and general court regulations, thus providing
the bench and bar with one integrated source for rules governing divorce
and annulment.

In keeping with the philosophy of reform that prompted passage of the
Divorce Code, the Philadelphia rules permit a divorce under Section
201 (c) and 201 (d) of the Divorce Code to proceed to finality without the
intervention of a master, thus providing an inexpensive and uncompli-
cated means of obtaining a divorce when both parties agree that their
marriage is irretrievably broken. In divorce actions proceeding under
Section 201 (d), no master is required, however, 201 (d) cases will be
listed for court hearings.

As yet, all other actions in divorce require referral to a master for all or
some of the issues involved therein. Pending appellate decision interpret-
ing controversial provisions of the Divorce Code, the judges of the Family
Court Division are determining each issue raised on a case by case basis,
so that this revolutionary approach to the law of divorce may be adminis-
tered equitably, effectively and economically.

The Divorce Code provides that the court may order payments through
the Domestic Relations Branch and the branch is then mandated to moni-
tor and enforce said orders by wage attachment, contempt actions, etc.

(V225 RN I
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When the pleadings in a divorce action contain a claim for support or
custody, copies of the divorce pleadings are forwarded to the Domestic
Relations Branch of Family Court and registered. The Domestic Rela-
tions Branch proceeds as described previously in this Annual Report,
attempting amicable resolution, or listing the case for a court hearing in
order to obtain an appropriate order.

DIVORCES GRANTED IN PHILADELPHIA: 1974 TO 1983

T T T T T T T
R

1975 1977 1979 1981 1983
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SUMMARY

In 1983, 6,605 divorce proceedings were initiated, 50 exceptions were
filed and 1,457 motions and rules in related divorce matters were filed.

A total of 5,634 divorces were granted in 1983, a decrease of 2 percent
from 1982.

In 95 percent of the divorce cases, the charge of irretrievable break-
down was cited, while in 4 percent of the cases, the spouse was charged
with indignities. As in the past, the plaintiff in divorce proceedings was
usually the wife (59 percent).

The average marriage had lasted 13.4 years at the time the divorce was
granted. More than half of the couples obtaining divorces in 1983, (52
percent) were married for 10 years or more. Twenty-three percent of the
marriages lasted 20 years and up. In 13 cases, the marriage lasted only one
year, while in 88 cases, the couple had been married for more than 39
years.

Twice the number of wives (39 percent) as husbands (19 percent) were
married before age 21. The median age of husbands divorced in 1983 was
36.8 for wives, 34.2. Twelve percent of wives and 14 percent of husbands
had previous marriages. During 1983, the highest number of divorces
occurred in the 30-34 age group for both wives and husbands.

There were no children in 39 percent of the divorces in 1983, but a
total of 6,982 children were involved in the balance of divorces granted.
Of the total number of divorcing couples with children, 39 percent had 1
child; 36 percent, 2 children; 15 percent, 3 children; and 10 percent had 4
or more children. The majority of children (4,965)-were under 18 years of
age at the time the divorce was granted. Twenty-four percent of this latter
group were the “only child”, while 14 percent came from families with 4
or more children.
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NUMBER OF CHILDREN INVOLVED IN DIVORCES AND

TABLE 3

ANNULMENTS GRANTED: 1983

Families

Children of this marriage Percent Total Children

Number distribution children under 18
Total oo i e 5,634 100 6,982 4,965

No children of this marriage........ 2,202 39 - -

Families with children ............ 3,432 61 6,982 4,965
One child «..oveeinnnnieanns 1,323 24 1323 1,213
Twochildren. ... .............. 1,238 22 2,476 2,007
Three children. ... vvvennnts 524 9 1,572 1,032
Fourchildren ................. 217 4 868 457
Fivechildren .....c.oivveeennns 70 1 350 131
Sixchildren........oovvnivn.. 40 1 240 91
Sevenchildren................. 12 ! 84 7
Eight children ........ ... .0 3 1 24 3
Nine or more children .......... 5 -1 45 24

'Less than 0.5 percent.
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TABLE 4

LEGAL GROUNDS FOR DIVORCE OR ANNULMENT BY DURATION

OF MARRIAGE: 1983
Duration of Legal grounds for decree
marriage Total Trretrievable
breakdown Indignities Desertion Other
Total ...ovvnnnnnn 5,634 5,345 212 68 9
Tyear ....ooennnn 13 13 - - -
2 years. . .iiaienn 132 126 5 - 1
Jyears....oeveinnns 249 237 10 - 2
4 years.,....veuusn 339 316 19 4 -
Syears......oovanns 355 333 18 3 1
6 years., . ...ovvenn 352 326 22 3 1
T years......vennn 300 284 13 3 -
8years............ 352 332 15 4 1
Qyears.....ovinnnn 277 262 10 5 -
10 years........... 261 252 8 1 -
Il years......,.... 248 234 11 3 -
12 years...,.ovnus 248 241 4 3 -
13 years....ovnnnns 216 205 6 4 ]
14 years.......c.oun 206 198 6 2 -
15 years........... 213 207 5 1 -
(6 years.o.ocuuvuin 166 150 12 4 -
17 years.....oouue 157 150 5 2 -
18 years........... 144 138 5 I -
19 years, ...ouvvunn 111 103 5 3 -
20-24 years ........ 533 512 16 5 -
25-29 years ........ 345 331 9 5 -
30-34 years ........ 181 171 4 5 I
35-39 years ........ 115 110 3 2 -
Over 39 years...... 88 82 | 5 -
Not reported . ...... 33 32 - - 1
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TABLE 5

AGE OF HUSBAND AT TIME OF MARRIAGE BY RACE AND

NUMBER OF TIMES MARRIED: 1983
Husbands Previous marriages

Age of husband Total Never Three
Non- Not married or

White | white reported | before | One | Two | more
Allages .......covennn. 5,634 | 3,136 | 2,368 130 4835 {714 | 70 15
Under 18 years ...... .. 110 54 53 3 106 4 - -
18-20 years .......ov.ns 971 495 {1 454 22 966 51 - -
21-24 years .. ... 2,135 11,227 | 853 55 2,074 60 - 1
25-29 years .....iio.. 1,220 | 711 | 483 26 1043 168 | 8 1
30-34 years ............ 578 § 322 | 247 9 376 | 191 7 4
35-39 years .....iiiin. 222 | 121 96 5 102 97 | . 2
40-44 years ............ 137 72 61 4 65 621 5 5
45-49 years ............ 89 49 38 2 40 38 11 -
50-54 years .....ui..... 57 27 29 1 16 33 7 1
55-59 years ........inn. 40 23 17 - 3 29 7 1
60 years and over ....... 42 24 18 - 14 24 | 4 -
Not reported ........... 33 11 19 3 30 3 - -

141



TABLE 5A

AGE OF WIFE AT TIME OF MARRIAGE BY RACE AND

NUMBER OF TIMES MARRIED: 1983

Wives Previous marriages

Age of wife Never Three
Total Non- Not married or

White | white | reported | before | One {Two | more
Allages ....oovevenn. 5,634 § 3,161 |2,345 128 4949 |624 | 54 7
Under 18 years ....... 532 235 283 14 525 7 - -
18-20 years .......... 1,677 937 701 39 1,651 261 — ~
21-24 years ...... ..., 1,837 § 1,128 667 42 1,749 851 2 1
25-29 years .....vuunn 228 463 348 17 663 156 9 -
30-34 years ... .iiann 342 186 149 7 177 {156 ) 8 1
35-39 years ...vvulenn 160 82 77 1 77 7111 1
40-44 years ....o.nann 110 54 54 2 45 561 6 3
45-40 years ...... .. 49 26 21 2 14 271 8 -
50-54 years .......... 31 17 14 - 13 16! 2 -
55-59 years ... 15 9 5 1 2 10 3 -
60 years and over ..... 20 11 9 - 3 11 5 t
Not reported ......... 33 13 17 3 30 3 - -

142

P



1341

TABLE 6

AGE OF HUSBAND AT TIME OF DIVORCE OR ANNULMENT BY DURATION. OF MARRIAGE: 1983
Duration Age of husband
of marriage Total | 18-20 | 21-24 | 25-29 | 30-34 | 35-39 | 40-44 | 45-49 | 50-54 | 55-59 60 years
years years years years years years years years years and over
Total divorces and
annulments .. ...... ..., 5,634 4 127 837 1,223 1,151 812 506 403 241 330
Tyear coooiiiinninenan 13 - I 2 5 2 1 - 2 - -
PR 71 ¢ SR 132 - 20 42 29 13 7 3 7 4 7
3YEAS. v 249 4 31 8s 53 28 16 14 7 5 6
dyears. ... v i 339 36 125 84 39 22 10 12 6 5
SYearS. . u i 355 - 27 142 87 53 17 7 7 8 7
6 VEATS . v verene e s 352 6 133 103 55 20 10 10 5 10
T OYEAIS v et e 300 - 3 93 95 54 26 12 5 2 10
B Years. . oo ineiiire e 352 - 1 110 120 55 25 15 9 7 10
G YEArS. .t v 2717 - 1 44 124 51 29 10 8 5 5
10-14 years . .ooveeenien 1,179 - - 58 466 413 126 48 27 19 22
15-19éyears . .ooovvnnnnnn. 791 - - 46 354 239 77 38 19 18
20-24 years ... .nn e 533 - - - 29 258 142 60 18 26
2529 years ... iae e 345 - - - - 21 138 124 40 22
Over29 years .oovvvennnn. 384 - - - -~ 17 84 102 181
Not reported .......c..... 33 - 1 11 3 3 1 1
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TABLE 6A

AGE OF WIFE AT TIME OF DIVORCE OR ANNULMENT BY DURATION OF MARRIAGE: 1983

. Age of wife
Duration
of marriage Total Under | 18-20 [ 21-24 | 25-29 | 30-34 | 35-39 | 40-44 | 45-49 | 50-54 | 55-59 [ 60 vears
18 years | years | years } ycars } years | years | years | years years | years | and over
Total divorces and _
annulinents . ... 5.634 3 16 303 | 1145 | 1,309 § 1,030 | 707 430 286 189 216
L Year «ovennainis 13 , I 2 ! 4 - 3 - 2 - -
2 YRATS. v e e 132 1 5 31 36 26 8 12 5 2 2 4
3 YEArS . et eaannnas 249 2 7 62 83 43 19 18 8 2 2 3
dyears. .. .ooieiiienen 339 - 2 69 135 60 38 18 8 4 3 2
Syears. .. .oiiiniann. 355 - ~ 68 164 56 35 I 8 5 4 4
bvears....o..aiihn . 352 - I 37 159 92 29 9" 8 5 6 6
T YeRIS. o et 300 - - 17 137 77 38 16 2 8 2 3
8years...c..vuniinn. 352 -~ ~ 11 166 95 37 15 9 7 6 6
Oyears........connin 277 - - 2 94 11 35 16 10 4 3 2
10-14 years «..voovsn s 1179 - ~ 3 158 592 270 88 27 19 14 8
15-19 years .. oo vin . 791 - - - 2 133 408 165 36 23 11 13
20-24 years . ......... 533 - - - - 4 108 273 92 26 20 10
25-29 years . ....ven s 345 - - - - - 59 177 71 19 15
Over 29 years . ....... 384 - - - 5 -~ 2 36 105 97 139
Not reported ... ... ..., J 33 - ~ 11 5 2 4 3 - 1




THE ADOPTION BRANCH
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ADQOPTION PROCEEDINGS

The Family Court exercises original jurisdication over all legal actions
in adoption proceedings. The Adoption Branch of the court is responsible
for the processing and investigation of all matters relevant to adoption,
including voluntary relinquishment and involuntary termination. Social
investigations, home and office interviews, and consultations with attor-
neys, agencies, etc., are all necessary to determine the child’s eligibility for
adoption, the suitability of the placement and finally to insure that the
legal requirements dictated by the court have been met.

On October 15, 1980, the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania approved an Act providing for “the adoption of minors and
adults and for the termination of certain parent-child relaticnships; pro-
viding for jurisdiction of courts; providing for recording of foreign decrees
of adoption; and containing provisions for procedures, decrees and
records in all matters relating thereto.” This Act, which repeals the Adop-
tion Act of 1970, applies to all proceedings begun on or after January 1,
1981.

Under the law, any individual may be adopted, and any individual may
become an adopting parent. Proceedings to adoption fall into three cate-
gories: voluntary relinquishment, involuntary termination and adoption.

(a) Voluntary Relinquishment - When any child (under eighteen years)
has been in the care of an agency! or an adult, the natural parents of the
child may petition the court for permission to relingish forever all paren-
tal rights and duties with respect to their child. Where the child is in the
care of an agency, the petition must contain the consent of the agency to
accept custody until such time as the child is adopted; where the child is in
the care of an adult (and not related) a consent to accept custody of the
child must be signed by the adopting parents and is an exhibit which is
attached to the petition for voluntary relingishment.

In accordance with changes made in the adoption law, effective
August, 1982, an alternative procedure for relinquishment was estab-
lished. This procedure provides for a hearing if the parent(s) consenting to
the adoption fail to file or proceed with the petition for voluntary relin-
quishment within 40 days after executing the consent.

1“Agency” means an organization, society, or institution which provides for the care of children,
supervised by the Pa. Dept. of Public Welfare, and which provides adoption services in accordance
with standards established by the department.
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(b) Involuntary Termination - A petition to terminate parental rights
with respect to a child may be filed by either parent when termination is
sought with respect to the other parent; an agency; or an individual who
has custody of a child and who has filed a report of intention to adopt.
Parental rights may be terminated on the following grounds:

L.

The parent, by conduct continuing for a period of at least six
months, either has evidenced a settled purpose of relinquishing
parental claim to a child, or has refused or failed to perform paren-
tal duties;

The repeated and continued incapacity, abuse, neglect, or refusal of
the parent has caused the child to be without essential parental
care, control, or subsistence necessary for his physical or mental
well-being;

The parent is the presumptive but not the natural father of the
child.

The child is in custody of an agency, having been found under such
circumstances that the identity or whereabouts of the parent is
unknown and cannot be ascertained and the parent does not claim
the child within three months after the child is found.

The child has been removed from tl:e care of the parent by the court
or under a voluntary agreement with an agency for aperiod of at
least six months, the parent cannot or will not remedy the condi-
tions which led to the removal or placement of the child, the servi-
ces or assistance available to the parent are not likely to change
these conditions within a reasonable period of time and the welfare
and needs of the child would be best served by termination of the
parental rights.

Other considerations —

1.

The court shall appoint counsel or a guardian ad litem for a child
who has not reached the age of 18 years whenever it is in the best
interests of the child. No attorney or law firm shall represent both
the child and adopting parent or parents.

The court in terminating the rights of a parent shall give primary
consideration to the needs and welfare of the child. The rights of a
parent shall not be terminated solely on the basis of environmental
factors such as inadequate housing, furnishings, income, clothing
and medical care if found to be beyond the control of the parent.
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(c) Adoption —

1. Every person having custody or control of a child for the purpose of
adopting the child shall report such intent to the courts. The court
must make a complete investigation regarding the health, social
and economic status of the adopting parents. No report is required
when the child is related, by blood or marriage, to the person
having custody or control.

2. Once all procedural requirements have been met and pertinent
legal papers filed, the court fixes a time and place for the final
hearing. Those persons as directed by the court, are given approp-
riat notice. Court hearings are conducted in private.

All records relating to an adoption proceeding are kept in strict confi-
dence and may be inspected only through a court order.

A decree of adoption is not granted .util the adoptee has been in
custody of the petitioners for at least six months. This requirement is not
necessary when the adoptee is over 18 years or related by blood or mar-
riage to the petitioner.

PETITIONS RELATIVE TO ADOPTION

By order of the court, petitions for voluntary relinquishment, involun-
tary termination and adoption, as well as reports of intention to adopt and
of intermediary, must be used in all legal actions in adoption proceedings
when needed. Printed forms for report of intention to adopt, report of
intermediary and petitions for adoption are available to attorneys in the
Prothonotary’s Office, Room 264, City Hall. Petitions for voluntary relin-
quishment and involuntary termination are prepared by the attorney of
record.

Once an adoption is granted, the attorney of record must apply for
certificate of adoption in the Prothonotary’s Office, Room 266, City Hall.

Amendzd birth certificates can be obtained through the Bureau of Vital
Statistics, New Castle, Pa. for Pennsylvania born adoptees and through
the Bureau of Vital Statistics of the state in which they were born for
out-of-state adoptees.
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SUMMARY

The number of adoption petitions filed during the last ten years is
shown in the table below:

PETITIONS FOR ADOPTION FILED

1974 v 692 1979 o 444
1975 i 672 1980 .. vvv i 438
1976 oiviniii i 581 L 464
1977 o 540 1982 ..o 434
1978 i 514 1983 oo 465

In 1983, 456 adoption petitions were granted involving 523 adoptees —
491 childrenn and 32 adults.

During 1983, 244 reports of intention to adopt were filed with the
Adoption Branch for investigation by the staff. In addition, 203 petitions
were filed relating to the voluntary relinquishment of parental rights and
192 were granted by the court.

There were 215 petitions for involuntary termination filed during
1983. These petitions indicate abandonment, desertion, or neglect on the
part of the natural parents of a child. The court granted 209 petitions
during the year, giving custody to the petitioning agency or individual.

THE ADOPTEES

During 1983, the adoption of 523 individuals was approved by the
court. The majority (61 percent) of the adoptees were white. The adop-
tees were evenly divided between the sexes, 263 males and 260 females.
The number of adoptees born out of wedlock increased from 65 percent in
1982 to 66 percent in 1983,

It is held that very young children make an easier adjustment to new
families, and their acceptance is usually more complete if they become
members of the adopting family at an early age. Couples who adopt
children also prefer infants so that they can share more intimately in their
development. Of the total adoptees, nearly half (47 percent) were 5 years
of age or younger when the petition was granted; 34 percent of the adop-
tees being 2 years of age or under; 6 percent of all adoptees were 18 years
of age or older. The median age for adoptees born in wedlock was 9 years,
while for adoptees born out of wedlock, it was 1.9 years.
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The marital status of the natural parents was as follows: 64 percent
were not married; 32 percent were divorced or separated, 2 percent of the
adoptees had one or both parents deceased; and in 2 percent of the adop-
tions, the marital status was unknown.

The majority of adoptees (62 percent), were in custody of the petition-
ers for two years or less. Fifty-eight percent of the adoptees born out of
wedlock were in custody for one year or less,

In 50 percent of the adoptions, the petitioners and the adoptee were not
related; 43 percent of the adoptees were adopted by a stepparent.

Children born out of wedlock were placed for adoption by an agency or
institution (39 percent), or an intermediary (24 percent).

The majority of adopting parents were between the ages of 25 and 39.
The median age for the women was 33.2 years; for the men, 35.6 years.

The wage or salary income of the adopting parents presents a faverable
picture for the adoptee. Of the total petitioners, 69 percent were in the
$20,000 and over bracket with 18 percent of the petitioners having
incomes of $40,000 and over.
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TABLE 1

ADOPTION PROCEEDINGS; 1979 TO 1983
1983 1982 1981 1980 1979
Petitions filed ............ oot 883 989 916 838 867
For adoption ........covvvennn. 465 484 464 438 444
For voluntary relinquishment. ..... 203 214 190 162 172
For involuntary termination....... 215 291 262 238 251
Reports of intention to adopt
111« I 244 270 262 238 262
Court SEsSIONS . .+ v cvvevervnnveenns 117 129 103 89 104
Petitions granted . .. ........ 0 et 857 980 776 759 794
Adoption petitions granted......... 456 533 397 436 410
Adoptees per petition:
ONE. i e riiaeai s 404 479 368 402 368
TWO o oinre i i 39 42 26 26 33
Three «.oovvviiiiinninennnnen. 11 10 2 4 8
Fourormore .......... ... .. 2 2 1 4 1
Total adoptees .......covusnvnn. 523 601 431 482 463
Voluntary relinquishment
granted ... i 192! 1891 162 122 169
Involuntary termination
granted . .......oeiiiieiiian 209 258 217 201 215
Petitions filed-no further action...... - 3 - 2 17

ncludes petitions to confirm consent for adoption.
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TABLE 2

SOURCE OF PETITIONS FILED: 1979 TO 1983

Petitions filed
Source of petitions

1983 1982 1981 1980 1979

Adoption ... i 465 484 464 438 444
ALENCY o oviviiii i 157 143 194 171 175
Independent .....cocvnevnnnnnns 109 97 77 70 84
Kinship..oveeianiveneiveennn. 199 244 193 197 185
Voluntary. Relinquishment ..... veeen] 203 214 190 162 172
ABEICY vvvvrvvriininnnenenees 110 117 116 106 119
Independent ............. ...l 83 89 63 45 46
Kinship...oovivenuiainnnnne 10 8 i1 11 7
Involuntary Termination ........... 215 | 291 262 238 251
ABENCY 4ot vvr v 73 76 122 114 90
Independent ...........oovii 29 59 30 30 39
Kinship . ovvvvrniininnnnnenenns 113 156 110 94 122

TABLE 3
ADOPTION, VOLUNTARY RELINQUISHMENT
AND INVOLUNTARY TERMINATION: 1979 TG 1983

_ 1983 1982 1981 1980 1979

Petitions disposed of ... ........vut. 948 1,036 835 808 853
Adoption ........... v 481 551 416 452 430
Granted. .. .ovtneinevnnnnnnn, 456 533 397 436 410
Withdrawn .. ..o e, 25 18 19 16 18
Dismissed/denied . .............. - - - - 2
Voluntary Relinquishment ......... o231 214 181 138 193
Granted....... B e 192! 189t 162 122 169
Withdrawn . ...oo i v, 39 25 19 16 24
Involuntary Termination ........... 236 271 238 218 230
(€]7:1117 DN 209 258 217 201 215
Withdrawn ......ovveinen, 27 13 21 17 15

1See footnote Table 1.
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TABLE 4

PETITIONS FOR ADOPTION GRANTED: 1979 TO 1983

1983 1982 1981 1980 1979
Petitions granted . .. ooy 456 533 397 436 410
Total adoptees ......cevvevuivnn. 523 601 431 482 463
Males v.vvrv e cencsoarennns 263 280 200 256 216
Females «vvvevvnrverneenanenen 260 321 231 226 247
Percentmales .. coooveivinennns 50 47 46 53 47
White .......... P N 319 329 250 267 274
Non-Whit¢ .................... 204 272 181 215 189
Percent white '+ ....covevevunas. 61 55 58 55 59
CatholiC vvvvnr v e iecanesans 226 264 178 192 209
Protestant «ovvvevncncananainnns 179 196 153 212 187
Jewish, o ov it i e e e 22 12 8 16 20
Unknown ornone .............. 96 129 92 62 47
Born during wediock . ........... 179 208 145 153 177
Born out of wedlock ............ 344 393 286 329 286
Percent born out of wedlock .. ... 66 65 66 68 62
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TABLE 5

ADOPTEES IN PETITIONS GRANTED, BY RACE AND BIRTH STATUS: 1983

Adoptees
White Non-white
Total Born Born Born Born
Total | during } out of } Total] during § out of
wedlock | wedlock wedlock -§ wedlock
Total adoptees ..........o.v.t 523 | 319 137 182 204 42 162
Age at time of granting
petition
Under 1vear............. 36 32 4 28 4 1 3
ltoSyears...oouvnnnvsn, 212 143 23 120 69 8 61
6109 years ..., 107 65 45 20 42 9 33
10to 17 years............ 136 57 43 14 79 21 58
18 years and over ......... 32 22 22 - 10 3 7
Adoptee placed by:
Ownparent .............. 255 | 161 111 50 94 25 69
Private agency or institution .} 158 66 9 57 92 14 78
Intermediary . ........... 92 84 10 74 8 1 7
Other ...vvviniirinnnnn, 18 8 7 1 10 2 8
Relatioaship of petitioner to
adoptee:
Notrelated............... 262 | 160 22 138 102 16 86
Stepparent .......coehieeees 225 | 146 108 38 79 21 58
Other .....vvvvienvve.. 36 13 7 6 23 5 18
Consent given by:
Onepareft....,......oen. 213 [142 62 80 71 13 58
Both parents.............. 83 62 36 26 21 11 10
Adoptee ... iiiini . 51 32 27 5 19 4 15
Private agency or institution .| 154 64 9 55 950 14 76
Intermediary ............. 20 17 2 15 3 - 3
Other . ...vvvinnnennin, 2 2 1 1 - - -

Continued next page
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Table 5 ~ Continued

ADOPTEES IN PETITIONS GRANTED, BY RACE AND BIRTH STATUS: - 1983

Adoptees
White Non-white
Total Born Born Bomn Born
Total | during | out of | Total { during | out of
wedlock | wedlock wedlock | wedlock
Total adoptees .......ouvvan. 523 | 319 137 182 204 42 162
Duration of custody:
Under 1 year............. 77 63 11 52 14 3 11
Ttodyears.....oovuennnns 346 - | 206 89 117 140 31 109
5to9years ... .oiuuiiann. 63 33 21 12 30 S 25
10to15years ....vvvnnen. 26 9 8 1 17 2 15
16 years and over ......... 11 g 8 - 3 1 2
Marital status of adoptees’
parents!:
Not married .. ...oovvurnn. 333 175 - 175 158 -~ 158
Separated or divorced ...... 165 {130 127 3 35 34 1
One or both deceased ...... 15 7 7 - 8 6 2
Unknown................ 10 7 3 4 3 2 1
Income of petitioners:
Under $5,000............. 8 5 3 2 3 - 3
$5,000 t0 $9,999.......... 11 6 2 4 5 1 4
$10,000 to0 $14,999........ 40 17 8 9 23 6 17
$15,000 to $19,999........ 70 36 17 19 34 6 28
$20,000 10324999 ........ 85 64 28 36 21 2 19
$25,000 to $29,999 ........ 83 50 24 26 33 12 21
$30,000 1039999 ......... 102 56 17 39 46 7 39
$40,000 to $49,999........ 35 24 15 9 11 1 10
$50,000 and over ........, 58 48 13 35 10 2 8
Not reported ........c.o... 31 13 10 3 18 5 13

"Natural parents.
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TABLE 5 - Concluded

ADOPTEES IN PETITIONS GRANTED, BY RACE AND BIRTH STATUS: 1983
]
Adoptees
White Non-white
Total Born Born Bormn Born
Total | during | out of  }Total { during | out of
wedlock | wedlock wedlock | wedlock
Total adoptees .......covenn. 523 | 319.} 137 182 204 42 162
Marital status of petitioners:
Married ..., 489 | 310 131 179 179 36 143
Single .oovveriiinn i 34 9 6 3 25 6 19
Mother.....covenevensn. 31 6 4 2 25 6 19
Father ................. 3 3 2 1 ~ - -
Age of adopting father:
Under 25 years ........... 9 7 3 4 2 1 1
25t034 years .........L L 188 | 134 55 79 54 8 46
35toddyears . ..uun..., 191 | 128 44 84 63 12 51
45t054 years ... 61 28 17 11 33 9 24
55 years and over ......... 43 16 14 2 27 6 21
Age of adopting mother:
Under 25 years ........... 15 12 4 8 3 - 3
25t034 years . .......n.n 254 ) 177 77 100 77 15 62
35to44years............ 174 98 33 65 76 15 61
45to 54 years............ 41 15 10 5 26 3 23
55 years and over ......... 36 14 11 3 22 9 13
Religion of petitioners:
Married petitioners:
Protestant . .......ccvvienn 183 47 22 25 136 28 108
Catholic ..........c0vvun. 183 | 162 64 98 21 4 17
Jewish .............0.0 ... 43 42 18 24 1 - 1
Mixed, ...coviiiiiiiian 66 56 27 29 10 1 9
None/unknown ........... 14 3 - 3 il 3 8
Single petitioner;
Protestant................ 17 2 i 1 15 5 10
Catholic . ......covvenvnn. 13 5 3 2 8 1 7
Jewish ..ot 1 1 1 - - - -
None/unknown ........... 3 1 1 - 2 - 2
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THE MEDICAL BRANCH
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THE MEDICAL BRANCH

For nearly seventy vears numerous medical services have been pro-
vided to the court. Although the services varied throughout the years, the
basic purpose of the Medical Branch remains the same.

The primary functions of the Medical Branch are to examine, diagnose
and recommend treatment for clients, when ordered by the court. To
perform these functions, the Medical Branch has a regular staff of physi-
cians, psychologists and psychiatrists, social workers to counsel individu-
als and interview families; a Mental Health Unit to process involuntary
commitments of juveniles for short and long term evaluations and treat-
ment; and nurses for courtroom duty, office interviews, and emergency
treatments of clients and court employees.

Among its varied functions the Medical Branch performs physical
screening, psychiatric and psychological evaluations and treatment servi-
ces. It makes referrals to hospitals, clinics, and mental health facilities and
maintains follow-up on progress. In addition, the court’s professional staff
provides screening and recommendations to community health centers
concerning future evaluation and treatment of court clients.

An unusual service of the court is the nursery. The nursery staff cares
for infants and children while their parents appear in court. In 1983, a
nursery was established at 1600 Walnut Street to service parents who
must appear in court at that location. The nursery at 1801 Vine Street also
serves as a neutral place for parents who do not have custody to visit with
their children.

The Clinical Intake Unit established in 1982 became fully operational
in 1983. Staff psychologists screen client records to determine the type of
study to be performed and to insure all required information is complete
before evaluations are scheduled.

As in the past, the judiciary of Family Court continues to rely heavily
on the reports of its medical professionals, when making decisions in the
cases coming before them.

SUMMARY
In 1983, 1,706 psychiatric examinations and 1,398 psychological

examinations were performed at Family Court, as well as 1,855 physical
examinations.
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The nurseries cared for more than 11,000 children while the parents
transacted business in the court. The Clinical Services Unit interviewed,
treated or referred over 700 cases. The nurses handled nearly 900 emer-
gency treatments. A total of 295 juveniles were referred to the Correc-
tional Group Counseling Program for group therapy during 1983. There
were 447 mental health commitments for evaluation or long term treat-
ment, as well as 795 additional mental health/mental retardation hear-
ings dealing with requesis for commitments or reviews of commitments,
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TABLE 1

MEDICAL BRANCH: 1979 TO 1983
1983 1982 1981 1980 1979
Total examinations .. .....ovveunennn. 4,959 5,580 6,152 6,607 7,475
Mental examinations ....cooveven... 3,104 2,974 3,491 3,787 3,961
Psychiatric examinations ......... 1,706 1,477 1,725 1,970 2,186
Psychological examinations ....... 1,398 1,497 1,766 1,817 1,775
Physical examinations ............. 1,855 2,493 2,379 2,410 3,035
Dental examinations! .............. - 113 282 410 479
Clinical laboratory tests!............ - 5,783 4,791 4,884 5,896
New cases under supervision ........ 483 1,237 936 1,002 1,232
Physical 2 ....oovivvnnvninnnnnns 30 797 557 808 1,015
Clinical services ......civevnesenn 453 440 379 194 217
Children cared for in nursery........ 11,299 3 | 8,636 5,244 3,723 4,039
Commitments under Mental
Health ACt o oot vneiinnnnn.. 447 408 296 287 296
New cases enrolled in Correctional
Group Counseling .......covuunn. 295 369 382 354 541

!Dental Unit and Lab phased out in 1982.

2Supervisory function was curtailed in 1983 due to a temporary loss of personnel.
JIncrease in number of children due to the establishment of a second nursery at 1600 Walnut Street.
Approximately 22 percent of this number were brought to 1801 Vine Street for Sunday visitation.

TABLE 2
MENTAL AND PHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS: 1983
Total Psychiatric | Psychological Physical
Per- Per- Per- Per-
Branch referring cases Num- | cent |Num-}| cent {Num-| cent |Num- | cent
ber | distri- { ber |} distri- | ber |distri- | ber | distri-
bution bution bution bution
Total examinations 4,976 100 1,706 § 100 |1,398) 100 }1,872 100
Juvenile Branch .......... 23818 57 1,351 79 {1,295 93 172 9
Delinquent ............ 2,645 53 | 1,304 76 11,2364 88 105 6
Non-delinquent......... 153 3 31 2 55 4 67 3
Adults..........oouun. 20 - 16 1 4 -t - -
Domestic Refations Branch . } 880 18 351 21 103 7 426 23
Adoption Branch ......... 4 -1 4 ~ - - - -
Employees ........conven 155 3 - - - - 155 8
Emergency and first aid
treatmentS . o oo eevvevesos 1,119 22 - - - - 11,119 60
"Less than 0.5 percent.
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TABLE 3

PRIMARY AND SECONDARY DIAGNOSES IN PSYCHIATRIC
EXAMINATIONS: 1983

Primary diagnoses

Nature of diagnoses Total Non- Total
primary { Delinquent | delinquent secondary
diagnoses | children | children |Adults | diagnoses

Total examinations ............... 1,706 1,304 95 307 74

Intelligence level ........... ... .. 87 52 6 29 12
Sub-normal intelligence ......... 23 21 - 2 12
Normal intelligence ............ 64 31 6 27 -

Behavior disorders of childhood

and adolescence . ...... ... 0. 290 284 5 1 6

Group delinquent reaction ....... 140 139 1 - 2
Unsocialized aggressive reaction ... 132 132 - - 1
Other reaction  ....o.vvvvinnns. 18 13 3

Transient situational disturbances . ... 679 643 24 12 10
Adjustment reaction of adolescence 640 622 18 - 2
Adjustment reaction of childhood . 26 20 6 - 3
Adjustment reaction of adult life .. 12 1 - 11 5
Other adjustment .........v.u.. 1 ~ - 1 -

Conditions without manifest

psychiatric disorder .............. 432 173 52 207 2
No mental disorder ............ 382 169 52 161 -
Social maladjustment ........... 46 ~ - 46
Non-specific conditions ......... 4 4 - - -
-
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TABLE 3 - Concluded

PRIMARY AND SECONDARY DIAGNOSES IN PSYCHIATRIC
EXAMINATIONS: 1983

Primary diagnoses
Total Non- Total
Nature of diagnoses primary | Delinquent | delinquent secondary
diagnoses | children | children { Adults | diagnoses

Personality and other non-psychotic
mental disorders ........... ... 141 117 2 22 40
Personality disorders ............ 110 94 2 14 24
Passive-aggressive ............. 46 38 2 6 14
Anti-social ... o0l . 48 45 - 3 3
Explosive ...... 0o, 8 8 - - 1
Othertypes ......coevenvannn 8 3 - 5 6
Sexual deviations ............. 4 2 - 2 -
Alcoholism ....... ..o, 6 5 - 1 7
Drug dependency ............. 21 16 - 5 9

Psychoses not aniributed to physical

condition ... ... 30 6 4 20 I
Schizophrenia ......... ... . 25 6 4 15 I
Other psychoses ..........ovn. 5 - - 5 -
NEUrOSES o vvvvvvrvuneenrennnsnns 24 11 2 11 "
Meni=' retardation ... 19 17 -~ 2 3
Non-diagnostic terms  ............. 4 1 - 3 -
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TABLE 4

PSYCHOLOGICAL EXAMINATIONS: 1983

Branch referring cases

Diagnoses Juvenile Domestic
Total Non- Relations
Delinquent | delinquent | Adults
Total examinations ...........0.... 1,398 1,236 55 4 103
SUPEHIOr s v v v ie e 70 34 2 2 32
Brightnormal................. ... 62 47 3 12
Normal: cvinenreeriiiieannans 433 369 25 37
Dullnormal .. .....coovvininin, 422 396 12 - 14
Borderline ,...coovieiiainernanen 348 330 11 - 7
Mild retardation. . ........ovoiu.. 63 60 2 - 1
TABLE 5
CLINICAL SERVICES UNIT ACTIVITIES: 1979 TO 1983
1983 1982 1981 1980 1979
Total CaSES v vuennvrvenes e 721 697 519 383 452
Clinical services probation . ......... 642 614 476 356 404
New €a565. .. cvuunnn. i 374 357 336 194 217
Carried over from previous year ... | 268 257 140 162 187
Domestic Relations Branch cases. . ... 79 83 43 27 48
Cases requiring individual
follow-up .......... s 365 334 286 108 126
Group therapy ,.......coovivvennns - - - 14 9
Cases referred to outside
agencies ....o..... e e, 5 23 50 86 93
Correctional group counseling ....... 623 668 635 684 870
New Case5. v vevnunroras e 295 369 382 354 541
Carried over from previous year ...| 328 299 253 330 329
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TABLE 6

COMMITMENTS MADE UNDER MENTAL HEALTH ACT: 1983

For For
Admitting centers and institutions Total evaluation treatment

Tolal CaSES . vo vttt it it ves 447 114 333
Benjamin Rush Center for Mental Health .......... 6 5 1
CATCH (Formerly Jefferson Hospital) ............. 6 1 5
Catchment Area 4 CMHC........ ..o, 13 10 3
Charles R. Drew CHMH (Formerly Einstein) ....... 16 9 7
COMHAR (Episcopal Hospital) .................. 13 10 3
Comprchensive MH/MR (Formerly Temple)........ 37 15 22
Eastern State School and Hospital ................ 160 - 160
Eugenia Hospital ..o i 4 - 4
Fairmont Institute ... .. ooutiniine it 1 ~ 1
Hahnemann Hospital . ... vcvo i iiniieiicin i ienes 24 21 3
Hahnemann CHMC ... ..o iiiiiiaee, 5 - 5
Institute of Pa. Hospital . ...l 14 3 Il
Interac ., ovvein i, e s e 3 1 2
Jefferson Hospital .............. R i 5 5 -
Norristown State Hospital ............00.0h RN 12 - 13
Nertheast CMHC ..., e 12 S 7
Northwest CMHC .. ..o oo e 8 5 3
Northwestern Institwte of Psychiatry .. ... ... ... 15 - 15
PATH Lttt ieniir i 6 4 2
Pennsylvania Hospital (Hall-Mercer) ... oot 4 3 1
Philadelphia Child Guidance Clinic................ 13 - i3
Philadelphia Psychiatric Center ..... e I 2 10
Philadelphia State Hospital. .....oooviiiioiit, 32 ~ 32
St. Christopher’s Hospital ... o, . 3 - 3
West Philadelphia Consortium ........oooviiinan. 15 15 -
Woodhaven Center ....oooiviiin i innns ; 7 - 7
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