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fln!.!!.!.l!!:? and H??er;;r.Eh r-;STv:! cc:. 
D. c. !i<U~1rtmCl1t oi (m:'.C'cctions . --

The 1)i13 trict of Colul."11bi;:l, ',;'lOrk release pro:~ram for miadcmean-

ant offenders \'Jas es tablished in 'A:tJr:Ll J 1967 uDder the provisions 

of Public Lm" 39-803. Judges of the U. S. Distr:I.ct Court or the 

Court of General SC!ssions may either order or i.'ecorn:;J~end a misde-

TI1Cuuant for partici?aticn in the pro~ram. Also, a misdcrmeanant 

se1.-ving a sentence in either the Jail or th~ HorlJ.lOusc may apply 

for;;.;participation. HOi:.;rever l' because of limitations in the size 

f . 1 t ~£ ,.. tl . t 1 'J" 0) ... r- t . . O "_'",1f\ i-~ •. _::-!" OT -,.c ·l'''~.''''.t:;''·c'''.J\''''. "I" "'~,..,...,"" .,") '"(''''7''''ons "0.4 ')"'r 'Ie) _ _. __ .... __ -J V _ .... u..u., .... __ "':.1 ... «,;'_ <"i ;.: • .L _.u. ... "'- 1.; L l: (.... .... .-

pat:i.on in the progr.am h:.lvC n.ot heen procc:;80d nince Au'}',t1st, 1967. 

had parti,cipatcd in the pro;;r.;:.ffi, as described in Table 1.. The 

majori.t.y of then~ ca3es bad beell directly .:.n:dered into the. pro-

gram by the judges at thE! Court 01: General Bessions. As of the 

above date, there \· ... ere 53, 19.7 percent, 't1ho were active and 236, 

or 80.3 percent, who i"(CT.C il1f.lctivc. Of the 58 who ,';rere ac tivc, 

there '\\Yerc 39 '1:1110 u~;re employt;d~ 14 \'7ho "\l'J!"e available for c1l1ploy-

of the l."Ules ~ Of the 236 '\"1ho \·ycre iuae t:i.vc there ~1ere 12l\- 'tV'ho 

had part.icipated l.n the. program., who had completed their sente.nces ~ 
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and who had been released from custody. There '\(tere 112 of the 

inactive group ,..;tho had been revoked, including 36 who had ab-

Gconded. Of the 36 absconders 20 had rehu~ed, or had been re-

turrt<:Jd, and 1.6 'tvere at liberty on the above date • 

. , 
'. 

As not~d a.bove there were 236 participa.nts 'tiiho were iTl. an 

in:1c tbTG status and of these 12tl-, 52.5 percent) had completed 

the pro3ram .md 112, 4·7.5 percent, had been revoked. 1 Cons:i.der~d 

in this context this program may be said to have -8, Ilsuccess tl 

rn te of roughly 50 l?crcel1t ~ The 112 \-;;110 had beGn revoked in-

eluded the 26 '\lho h;'ld absconded. 

The focus of thin re~)ort :1-s upon the 36 't-lho had absconded 

from. the prosr<'lm. Negro and four v?cre 

'. -~.' 'l,!-j t r • 0 rrt < • ~ r.h~ 2 n. I -.... -.;: 1~ rtiOa~a.ll n:Se OL w. C group lias '.7. -~ yen1.s. Of the 36, 

12 'l;qere m[jrried~ seven v7c:r.'c separated, 12 had never- married, 

L--;'10 ,Jere divorced, ono l7aS So v7idm·rer) and informa tiol1 on the 

f!1arital status of t';JO was not available. 

The offenses for which tbe 36 1:>10r1<: release absconders had 

been sentenced are :i.ndicnted (;'.t T~ble 2. A tabulation of the 

-----~.-~~------.~-

1. As of Ll ..... cCITiDer 31, 1067, the revocation rate t7aS 30.1 percent. 
This fi~tlre does not include those persons \.iho Here ret.'1oved from 
the 1)rO~ram because they etther refused to cnter, or -were prevented 
from doing 80 due to dctaincrs or other holds . 
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offenses of all convicted'misdcll1eanants in custody '{vas made on 

l>...pril 30, 1967. Of thG 760 there were 232, or 30.6 percent, who 

had been convicted of violations of the drug 1;:\\,18. As noted in 

the Table there was only one of the absconders from· "t'lOrk release 

who had been convicted of this offense. Apart from this rather 

sizuble discrepm'1cy, the distribution of the offenses of the ab-

scondars "laS rouehly comparable to that of the other misdemeanants. 

Table 3 indicat(;z the mu:tdnrlTIil scntcmce catc:.:;ory of the 36 

'\:·;rork release abscon{lcrs. As '\:-7il1 be noted from the Table, none 

of the absconder13 1;.1Q.S serving a ~iGIlte'J.1Ce of less than 30 days. 

At tIl0 th.10 of the cellSU.S of 1!lic~ic:;n.c;J.llari\t8 noted in the previou.s 

or 14. 1 !1erCi~;;:lt of the total, wh.o '\"rere 

in thin sentence cat..:::.:£ol.·Y. '.lLI:':n:e £'.J;e at lea.s t ttm poosiblc 0X-

abscondcrs and the 

tot[ll papula t:i.on. Th(~ firs t iz; th'.l t if U11. inmate has only a. 

short ~cntence to BCJ.:V~ he rr:ay not be involv£..~d in the misderaean-

ant \..]ork release prO:~:-r.'U1il becnuse of the period required to 

H[>rocess ll the inmate uhich li' . .'1)' include the partod required to 

m1.sclemc!l.nant may not be te1l1i,tod to abscond since his release date 

l.S c0:np.:lratively CJ.03G 3t J.l::tud. Lvidence in. support of this lat'~ 

ter e:i~planation :ts offered in the fact that alnost 70 percent of 
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the absconders are sel:vin-g senten.ces of 180, days or moreo 

The foregoing may be relatnd to the data of Table 4, that is, 

the period on w'ork release; before absconding. As indicated more 

than half of the actions occurred durin3 the first lA days that 

the im .• ""l..;'lte WLlB on the pro~r!:fli.a. 1\r:~bng those \'Jho abnconded during 

the firs t five da.ys there 'were four iilho absconded 011 the firs t: 

d~y "'n-l b""{.!or"" ''-ht'ly .. ·.,."'~~c "".,.·' ..... loycd ".C"'b1_c 5 inr:l·'cA>I..-(> .• (';1 thr.l_ pro-..... d •• U ... _ "" t • .!..,;... ,-; ._.L.. -.;..LUj' ~ _ u. .~... ~. _:J 

j ected period u.ntil 10':,3.1 rc~lc.3.se of the f~bscon.d{;l-:S. Uhcn Tables 

3, 4 ~ a.nd 5 ere relD,ted to one DItO tlK1r, it is obvious thta t mos t 

of those 'Vlho abscond are Se:i . .'vinZ cOfi'parativBly long !a.isdc.meantmt 

i;;bile their releaso date is some t.it1i~ &..way. '1'his:i.o a gcmGra.l 

'i'he 1'10r1;: reloase occnplltl.o'tlS 02 t1L8 abSCOnQi~rS are 11.1-

" i t d tr . 1 6 I"" 1 ill 1 ' .• . ,,~ . t1 en:o as .ab e '. 1/1,::': f-~.::' _ (;( '!,170U'l) i.1/(1:tCI.1 :U1cl.UCtes p&J..Ilters-, 

28.8 percont, than io u:';1u,al [1..mow~ 1.1.1mate populations. For ex-

or.:lple, Pi recent stud.y of f}CO rclc.'~8c!'~3 ft'O'"'..u the D. C. Reformatory 

for Hen in 1965, found o-;'11y 63 s or 13.1 perccmt)l w'ho could be 

classified as skilled. T!'!.is su~'~est8 the possibility that tl htgh 

enrn:.tng potential, that is usunl among skilled vlOrh.crs) may be a. 

fa,eta!: in selection ro'}: "(:ark rel\.-:w.He. Aloo the problem of place ... 

Ul1s1dlled. 



The '\\1oe1<:.ly income 011' ~V'oJ:k release for t;he 36 absconders is 

indicated as Table 7. As noted abov'e there 1-1ere ten of the ab-

sconders '\'lho were employed in skilled occupa:i.:i0"41s. All of these 

had '\'7cekly incom.es of morc than 9 D dollars anu rllnging upward to 

J.50 dollars. All money earned on ~]Qrlt release: is deposited vJ'lth ., 
, 

the staff. The stnff I:1akes disburGcments to the inmnte for S1.1ch. 

l"~erSOilal i.tems as ba!3 fares, lunches, and sinilar necessary 

uenGen. The stn£f "1.130 uakes disDn:t'C(!ments for the StlDport of . 

dependents. Further, those employed on '\:or1: reloase pay a main-

tel1c.ncc fee to the l)epartment of Co.t:roct:i.ons. 

~o~ne of those \l7ho were u··J1x_arried J.'GDortcd one or more dependents'. 

·r..,tl"'~'~" 1'"'1:''''''' .t.~ VJ·CTY "".c -l-hr.. f·.'"lct tl"l'"'t c,-, ...... (<">.·j·or 'I)n.~ ... t o'_F ~-h"" ''-::It.''_ou'''l.:) _<.- ....... L ... ' -:::.-.;.. J...\.t _ \', VJ.. , •• -.. _ "" n. u«" _..... (.. "'" .... ~.c ........ 

convicted l~isdGli.:0.<"',n~tl'C ,{·7:i.t:h [,-;.n o?portul.1ity to conti.ntle 1.n the sup-

:)ort of c1cr)(mucnts. If almont half of those involved ill the pro-

m:r.;,t11:'cnt for the program. Hmlever) it c.ould very \10 11 be tWl t the 
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percontage of partic,ipants 'with one or more· depend.ents is much 

lQ.r~er tlv.ln is ind:i.cntcd in 'r.:tblc St ~nd tbat this data simply 

o£ferfJ evidence to the point thnt those with no dependents arc th/?o 

ones \·jho arc most npt to nbscond. This is a ma.tter, '\'~hich merits 

further invest:L::;:ltion. .~ 

As is indicated i11 rioble 1, on Novcmbc~:c 28, 1967, of the 36 

ab8COl'l.ci.OX'S, there were 2(J who had rGturuecl anti there '('lore 16 at 

Im:gc. As is indicated in T&blc 9 the ll1cdiclll len~th of the period 

of ~LGB!1ce of those 20 nho retun1cd '\ws four days. l:ight of these 

1:eturncd of their mm volition end 12 \7ere returnee.! hy the police. 

,C' t",,· t 1 ry O.!. 1:<1 .... , 

conn~ction '\;rith 30i::'.e othC'r cho1.r~e. As i:1D.n indicated. above, all 

to St. 

The length of th~ period D.b!~cnt of the 16 still at large on 

Nov(;'mher ia notod in. Tnblc 10. The median length of 

the 'Period of absence G'i'!. th::.t date \'m8 78 days. 
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TABLE 1 .! 

D. C. Department of Corrections 
Work Release Program for Misdemeanants, 28 November 1967 

Number . Percent 

'" 

" 

Total Participation 294 100.0 -

Inactive 236 80.3 . 
Act ive 58 19.7 

Active 58 100.0 

Harkin.g 39 67.3 

No Jab 14 24.1 

Suspended 5 8.6 

Inactjve 236 100.0 

Released 124 52.5 

Revoked, i.ncludjng absconders 112 47.5 

Absconded. 36 100.0 

Returned 20 55.6 

At Large . 16 44.4 
-

-"/-
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TABLE 2 
Offense, 36 l1isdemeanant Hark Release Absconders 

---------------------------------------------------------------------
Offense Number Percent 

48 

Petty Larceny 16 

Attempted Housebreaki.ng 7 

Simple Assault 5 

Traffic Offenses 4 

Destruction of Property 4 

Carrying Deadly Weapon 3 

All Other2 9 

--------------------------------------~.--------------~--------------. . . 

1. The number' of offenses is greater than the number of ab
sconders because some had been sentenced for two offenses. 

2. The "all other" category includes a vari.ety of offenses 
such as contenlpt, false pretenses and violation of the Hail 
Reform Act. There was one w"ho had been convicted of illegal 
possession of narcotic drugs. 



TABLE 3 
Haximum Sentence, 36 Hisderneanant Work Release Abeconders 

-

t1ax irn1.lm Sentence, In Days Number Percent 

, 
. 

TOTAL 36 100.0 

30 - 59 4 11.1 

60 - 89 2 5.5 

90 - 119 1 2.7 

17.0 - 149 4 11.1 

150 - 179 ---- -- ---

- 269 15 41.7 

270 - 359 2 5.5 

1 'j 'ea r: and over 8 22.2 

Med ian 22Q9 days 

-9-
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TABLE 4 . 
Length of Period on \olork Release Before Absconding 

36 Hisdemeanant Wor~ Release Absconders 

Length of Period on Work Numbe.r Percent 
Release, in D;ays 

TOTAL 36 100.0 

Less than 5 12 33.3 

5 - 9 Lf 11.1 

10 - 14 3 8.3 

15 - 19 2 5.5 

20 - 24 .. 4 11.1 

25 - 29 2 5.5 

30 - 59 5 13.9 
. 

60 - 89 3 8.3 

More than 90 1 2.7 

ted ian 13.3 Days 

-lU-

\ 
l' 



TABLE 5 
Projected Period Until Relea.se 

36 Misdemeanants \'J.o·t'k Release Absconders . 
- I 

. 

Projected Period Until 
Nmnber Release, In D[lVR Percent . 

TOTAL 36 100.0 

Less than 30 4 11.1 

30 - 59 2 5.5 

60 - 89 3 8.3 

90 - 119 2 5. 5 

120 - 149 6 16.6 
. 

150 - 179 7 19.4 

180 and over 12 33.3 

t'ied ian 154.2 Days 
I 

Ii 
n 
tt 
1/ 
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TABLE 6 
Occupation on Work Release 

36 Misdemeanant Work Release Absconders ., 

Hork Releose Occupat ion Number 

TOTAL 36 

'Unskilled, including cons tl."UC t ion 
laborers 12 

Skilled, including building trade 10 

Unskilled food services 4 

Ot.her services 6 

~1011e 
1 4 

Percent 

. 

100.0 

33.3 

28.8 

11. 2 

16.6 

11. 2 J 

l. As not ed in another sect ion 0 f t his report, four mi.s demean
ants absconded from work release before they were empl"VE~d. 

-12-



TABLE 7 
~"C:E'kly fncome on 1'!ork Release 

36 Nisdemcanant "'ork Release Absconders 

. __ ._--------.--- ---
,\moun t 0 f Peek]~,' J Tncome 

in Dollars' 

L<;'ss them 50 

50 - 04 

65 - 89 

40 ilnd uver 

') 

NC1ne :kported'" 

L~nkno~vn 

---_._-----

.~ 

TOTAL 

Number Percent 

36 100.0 

1 2.8 

10 28.0 

8 22.4 

12 33.6 

4 11. 2 

1 2.8 

------

. ___ L ~79.00 

1. T!l(' mnount t.lbuiated is the ~ros.s 'weekIv jncome before 
deductions. 

2. >\<:: noted in nl1oth(:'r section of til£' rf'pnrt, four misdem('an
Allts absconded from w0rk release bofore they were employed. 

:1. Tb· "unknown') 'i!lt~ I'nut repI)rt(·J II casc's 'h'C.'rt;· nut included in 
thv Jl'tormin8tiC'11 .'f the mediAl). 

-13-
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TABU~ 8 
Number of Dependents 

36 Hisde.meanani: Fork Release Absconders 



TABLE 9 
Length of Reriod at Large 

t1isdemeRTIaTIt i>lork R'eleF1se Returned Absconders 

f Lenght 0 

In 

or les s 

2 or 3 

4 or 5 

6 or 7 

8 - 29 

30 and ov 

Period at Large 

I Days Number 

TarAL 20 

4 

6 

2 

2 

It 

-
er ') 

l_ 

, 

Percent 

100.0 

20.0 

30.0 

10.0 

10.0 

20.0 

10.0 

I 40 Days 

-~------ -

-1:·-



TABLE 10 
T.en~th of Period at LClr.£.;e 

Hisdemeanant Pork Release Absconders at Lar.£.;e on 28, November, 1967 

I Leo,th of Period at Lars;o 
in Days 

r.ess than 30 

30 59 

60 - 89 

TOTAL 

Number 

16 

3 

2 

5 

6 

Percent 

100.0 

18.7 

'12.5 

31. 3 

37.5 

78.0 Days 

~------.-----------------------------------~---------------------------
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