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Michael S. Hindus
SLAVE TRIALS 1IN ANDERSON AND SPARTANBURG COUNTIES, SOUTH CAROLINA,
1818-1861 (ICPSR 8674)

SUMMARY: This dataset 1is part of a larger data collection effort conducted by
the principal investigator to study crime, justice, and penal reform in
Massachusetts and South Carolina from 1760 to 1880. Data are presented in this
file on over 600 slave trials in two counties of ante-bellum South Carolina from
1818 to 1861. The data were obtained from the Anderson and Spartanburg counties
surviving public records of the Courts of Magistrates and Freeholders. Included
are variables documenting the accused crime, verdict, punishment, and item
stolen (if applicable), as well as the defendant's name, sex, status, owner, and
date of the trial. CLASS IV

UNIVERSE: Male and female slaves tried for accused crimes in Spartanburg and
Anderson counties, South Carolina.

NOTE: The date contain blanks and undefined codes, which are explained in the
codebook.

EXTENT OF COLLECTION: 1 data file
DATA FORMAT: Card Image

File Structure: rectangular
Cases: 1,086

Variables: 16

Record Length: 80

Records Per Case: 1




Michasl S, Hindus

Code for "Study 323"

Glave Trilals in Anderson and Spartanurg Countles, South
Carolina, 1818=1861

Column #

1-3
L1-6

7=16
17

18

19=20
21 =22
23=2L
25

26-27

frod b 3 D e D e D e

Number of Trial

Number of Defendant (trials often contained
several defendants)

Names of defendant (if free blaok, then 1ast
name up to eight le tters, then first initial)
Status (SPSS VAROO1)

1 -= glave

2 == free

Sex {(VAR0O0O2)

1 -=- Malse

2 -~ Fomale

9 «= Unknown

Month of trigl (VAR0OO3)

(conventional notation used) 99 =- missing
Day of trilal (VAROOL)

(actual day of month) 99 =~ missing
Year of trial {(VAR0OOS)
(last two dipits of year) 99 =-- missing

County (VAROO05)
1 == Andsrson

2 -- Spartanburg
Crime (VAROO?)

-= larceny, sﬁealing
-- animal stealing

grand larceny

petty larceny

-= recoiving stolsn gnods

-- dostroying property

-~ brealing and esntering

-~ arsnn

-~ burglary

-« murder

-- agssault; assault and W ttery

-- agsault and babtoery with intent to kill
-- drowning & child
poisoning

-~ killing cattle

-~ highway robbery
-~ robbery '

-- attempted asuault
-- murder of a Negro

U W=
i
i

O o~ OMN\Fw D — OO o=J
1
1




lying

profanity

g:andalous words
glandor

insulting loenpuage
glander against white

gambling
drinking
Sabbathviolation

rap:
attempted rape

assault with intent/raps

broaking and entering with intent to rape
soliciting 1llegal intercourse

attempted seduction of a white woman
ind-cency

vagrancy .
misconduct
miademeanor

felony

malici~us miachief
disordorly conduct

harboring runaway

trading with a Negro

rotailing spirits

Torpory

slavoestoaling

tres—ass

lecaving state and then returning illegally
conspirney

contompt of court

solling goods

riot

- firhting

threatening a white

resisting patrol

runaway

insurrcction

attempted inai rrection
carrying firearms

impudencs

strilking white

threatening

insolonce and ebuse to a white
insolent behavior (genseralj}




28

29-31

32

33

90 = accgssory tg grand larceny

M w- " " murder
92 == " y 89sault and battery
93 =~ larceny

9l -- attempted burglary
95 == accessory to felony
96 - accessery to Ir eaking and entering

; " petty 1
96 -~ mise, ; PeLty larceny

99 -- missing o

Verdlict (VAR0OB)

1 == Acquittoed

2 == Convicted

9 ~= Unknown

Number of Lashes (VAR0OO09)

Actual number sentenced up to 998
999 «= unknown

Jaill Term (VARQ10)

1=6 == actual term in weseks
g =~ indofinite, term unknown [0 =

undefined by principal
-= lorg er than 6 weeks y principa

investigator

9 == missing (used when entire punishm nt
is unlnown, therefore columns 29=-33
Wl 11 all read 19' is suchc ases)
Other punishment (VARO11)

-= Doath

-=- Banished from state

-- Set free becayse of age

Sold as slave E) = undefined by principal
we Pim d investigator

== Foreed to return item stolen

oUfFw i -
I
]




3Ll 3 Owner's Nagé" o]

Last name up to eight letters,
CLh-lS Item Stolen (VARO12)

1-~ cotton

2=~ bacnn

3=« glothsesn
liee loatle r
B== puns

6-~= Spoons

T-= iron

8w~ cornmeal
Q== myney

10== washpot
11=- watermelon
12== ¢cloth

13== corn

1l-- wheat

15«= vwatch

16-- fiddle
17== pocketbook
18-~ boots

19mu
20~
21 ==
22—~
23-
Cif e
25=~
26~
27 mm
26
29==

then first initial

trunk
poultry, fowl
meat
pins
mattress
nd ls
wagnn
ax
shovel
ham
wood

For this variable, the data has zero and nine codes which are not
defined. In this case, the zero codes appear to correspond to
defendants listed as ‘free and the nine codes a

unknown names of owners.,|
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