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List of data tables 

Prosecution 

Suspects in criminal matters 
concluded: 

1. Number of suspects in criminal 
matters concluded 

2. Number of suspects prosecuted 
in U.S. district court 

3. Percent of suspects who were 
prosecuted in U.S. district court 

4. Number of suspects whom U.S. 
attorneys declined to prosecute 

5. Percent of suspects whom U.S. 
attorneys declined to prosecute 

6. Number of suspects who were 
referred to U.S. magistrates 

7. Percent of suspects who were 
referred to U.S. magistrates 

Adjudication 

Defendants in cases terminated in 
U.S. district court: 

8. Number of defendants in cases 
terminated in U.S. district court 

9. Number of defendants convicted 

10. Percent of defendants convicted 

11. Number of defendants whose 
cases were dismissed 

12. Percent of defendants whose 
cases were dismissed 

Defendants in matters disposed by 
U.S. magistrates 

13. Number of defendants convicted 

14. Percent of defendants convicted 

Sentencing 

Offenders convicted in cases 
terminated in U.S. district court: 

15. Number of offenders sentenced 
to prison 

16. Percent of offenders sentenced 
to prison 

17. Mean length of prison sentences 

This Addendum to the BJS report, 
Federal Criminal Processing, 
1980-87, updates tables presented in 
the original report to include final 
data for 1988 and preliminary data 
for 1989. Readers interested in 
tracing trends over each of the years 
1980 through 1989 should use the 
original report in conjunction with 
this document. Readers should also 
refer to the original report for the 
glossary, discussion of methodol
ogy, and table notes. 

The data shown for 1989 are prelim
inary since they reflect only those 
transactions recorded prior to June 
30, 1990. It is estimated that the 
final figures, reflecting all 1989 
transactions recorded prior to 
December 31, 1990, will include 
approximately 400 to 500 additional 
transactions. 

The tables in this report are based on 
data contained in the BIS Federal 
Justice Statistics database. Source 
records for the database were provi
ded by the Executive Office for the 
United States Attorneys, the Admin
istrative Office of the United States 
Courts, the Bureau of Prisons, and 
the United States Parole 
Commission. 

Tables 1-7, 13, and 14, which 
describe the number and rate of 
prosecutions and the results of 
magistrate proceedings, include only 
those matters handled by U.S. 
attorneys. All other tables, which 
describe the number and rate of 
convictions, sentencing patterns, 
incarceration rates, and length of 
sentence imposed, include all cases 
regardless of the prosecuting 
agency. 

Years identified in each table refer to 
the calendar year indicated. 



Table 1. Number of suspects in criminal matters concluded, 1980, 1985-88 

Most serious Number of susllects in criminal matters concluded 
offense investigated 1980 1985 1986 1987 1988 

All offensesa 69,344 78,407 86,995 91,310 94,548 

Violent offenses 3,861 3,828 4,040 4,460 4,480 

Murder 180 187 211 258 336 
Assault 864 781 982 1,071 1,008 
Robbery 2,426 2,150 2,120 2,257 2,257 
Rape 30 75 83 161 247 
Other sex offenses 63 246 338 456 355 
Kidnaping 183 234 185 137 169 
Threats against the President 115 155 121 120 108 

Property offenses 21,429 23,508 26,081 28,900 27,468 

Fraudulent offenses 16,594 19,554 22,076 24,765 23,675 
Embetzlement 3,976 4,517 5,020 5,472 5,339 
Fraud 9,796 11,723 13,643 15,859 15,633 
Forgery 2,797 3,257 3,372 3,392 2,631 
Counterfeiting 25 57 41 42 72 

Other offenses 4,835 3,954 4,005 4,135 3,793 
Burglary 93 89 98 115 99 
Larceny 2,680 2,187 2,349 2,575 2,442 
Motor vehicle theft 817 714 783 938 810 
Arson 19 23 14 25 16 
Transportation of stolen property 114 188 98 118 71 
Other 1,112 753 663 364 355 

Drug offenses 9,546 15,669 18,633 22,729 25,801 

Public-order offenses 32.622 33,845 36,099 33,606 35,783 

Regulatory offenses 6,218 6,505 7,039 7,488 7,824 
Agriculture 302 418 411 497 615 
Antitrust 182 71 73 144 122 
Fair labor standards 41 57 41 41 40 
Food and drug 472 372 554 630 624 
Motor carrier 114 142 133 144 190 
Other regulatory offenses 5,107 5,445 5,827 6,032 6,233 

Other offenses 26,404 27,340 29,060 26,118 27,959 
Weapons offenses 1,796 2,702 3,086 3,190 3,627 
Immigration offenses 8,186 6,933 8,416 6,888 7,058 
Tax law violationsC 1,312 1,858 2,052 2,256 2,098 
Bribery 433 431 508 543 567 
PeIjury 219 283 295 266 255 
National defense 465 746 640 576 620 
Escape 3,156 2,693 2,814 2,873 3,466 
Racketeering and extortion 1,705 1,805 1,745 1,971 1,896 
Gambling offenses 254 108 338 299 330 
Liquor offenses 68 24 13 5 34 
Mail or transport 

of obscene materials 113 86 69 83 134 
Migratory birds 1,134 1,083 670 775 950 
Conspiracy, aiding and abetting, 

and jurisdictional offenses 7,435 8,293 7,971 5,875 6,108 
Other 128 295 443 518 816 

aTotal may include suspects for whom bExcludes tax fraud. 
offense category could not be det.:rmined. cInciudes tax freud. 
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Table 2. Suspects in criminal matters concluded: 
Number prosecuted in U.S. district court, 1980, 1985-88 

Most serious Number of susQects who were Qrosecuted in U.S. district court 
offense investigated 1980 1985 1986 1987 1988 

All offensesa 31,218 45,957 49,921 54,392 54,764 

Violent offenses 2,382 2,612 2,821 3,107 3,064 

Murder 140 139 138 196 213 
Assault 432 437 581 634 600 
Robbery 1,652 1,675 1,661 1,732 1,765 
Rape 16 45 54 118 152 
Other sex offenses 24 123 207 308 197 
Kidnaping 84 126 120 67 91 
Threats against the President 34 67 60 52 46 

Property offenses 8,321 12,955 14,135 15,989 14,612 

Fraudulent offenses 6,250 10,749 11,799 , 13,415 12,273 
Embe~lement 1,712 2,693 2,919 3,357 3,191 
Fraud 3,206 5,960 6,758 7,976 7,481 
Forgery - 1,324 2,064 2,105 2,057 1,548 
Counterfeiting 8 32 17 25 53 

Other offenses 2,071 2,206 2,336 2,574 2,339 
Burglary 74 79 71 90 71 
Larceny 1,332 1,420 1,525 1,703 1,545 
Motor vehicle theft 404 414 510 551 493 
Arson 9 12 5 11 8 
Trsnsportstion of stolen property 72 96 53 63 25 
Other 180 185 172 156 197 

Drug offenses 7,003 12,576 14,952 17,729 19,725 

Public-order offenses 12,696 16,837 16,764 16,673 16,921 

Regulatory offenses 1,936 2,548 2,520 2,867 3,064 
Agriculture 75 241 183 340 418 
Antitrust 154 55 65 114 100 
Fair labor standards 16 27 26 19 19 
Food and drug 233 237 402 475 494 
Motor carrier 61 85 76 75 86 
Other regulatory offenses 1,397 1,903 1,768 1,844 1,947 

Other offenses 10,760 14,289 14,244 13,806 13,857 
Weapons offenses 1,078 2,016 2,218 2,211 2,479 
Immigration offenses 2,850 2,355 2,179 2,304 2,289 
Tax law violationsc 738 1,521 1,565 1,648 1,436 
Bribery 162 166 185 265 209 
Perjury 114 191 174 170 144 
National defense 187 257 208 281 198 
Escape 756 785 898 929 1,002 
Racketeering and extortion 536 933 969 1,129 926 
Gambling offenses 101 56 262 205 246 
Liquor offenses 42 18 12 2 21 
Mail or transport 

of obscene msterials 71 54 35 53 78 
Migratory birds 381 230 200 563 667 
Conspiracy, aiding and abetting, 

and jurisdictional offenses 3,736 5,613 5,148 3,797 3,746 
Other 8 94 191 249 416 

aTotal may include s\lspects for whom bExcludes tax fraud. 
offense category could not be determined. cIncludes tax fraud. 
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Table 3. Suspects in criminal mattel'S concluded: Percent who were prosecuted, 1980, 1985-88 

Most serious Percent of susl1ects who were I1rosecuted 
offense investigated 1980 1985 1986 1987 1988 

All offensesa 45.0% 58.6% 57.4% 59.6% 57.9% 

Violent offenses 61.7% 68.2% 69.8% 69.7% 68.4% 

Murder 77.8 74.3 65.4 76.0 63.4 
Assault 50.0 56.0 59.2 59.2 59.5 
Robbery 68.1 77.9 78.3 76.7 78.2 
Rape 53.3 60.0 65.1 73.3 61.5 
Other sex offenses 38.1 50.0 61.2 67.5 55.5 
Kidnaping 45.9 53.8 64.9 48.9 53.8 
Threats against the President 29.6 43.2 49.6 43.3 42.6 

Property offenses 38.8% 55.1 % 54.2% 55.3% 53.2% 

Fraudulent offenses 37.7% 55.0% 53.4% 54.2% 51.8% 
Embe~lement 43.1 59.6 58.1 61.3 59.8 
Fraud 32.7 50.8 49.5 50.3 47.9 
Forgery 47.3 63.4 62.4 60.6 58.8 
Counterfeiting 32.0 56.1 41.5 59.5 73.6 

Other offenses 42.8% 55.8% 58.3% 62.2% 61.7% 
Burglary 79.6 88.8 72.4 78.3 71.7 
Larceny 49.7 64.9 64.9 66.1 63.3 
Motor vehicle theft 49.4 58.0 65.1 58.7 60.9 
Arson - 52.2 - 44.0 -
Transportation of stolen property 63.2 51.1 54.1 53.4 35.2 
Other 16.2 24.6 25.9 42.9 55.5 

Drug offenses 73.4% 80.3% 80.2% 78.0% 76.5% 

Public-order offenses 38.9% 49.7% 46.4% 49.6% 47.3% 

Regulatory offenses 31.1 % 39.2% 35.8% 38.3% 39.2% 
Agriculture 24.8 57.7 44.5 68.4 68.0 
Antitrust 84.6 77.5 89.0 79.2 82.0 
Fair labor standards 39.0 47.4 63.4 46.3 47.5 
Food and drug 49.4 63.7 72.6 75.4 79.2 
Motor carrier 53.5 59.9 57.1 52.1 45.3 
Other regulatory offenses 27.4 34.9 30.3 30.6 31.2 

Other offenses 40.8% 52.3% 49.0% 52.9% 49.6% 
Weapons offenses 60.0 74.6 71.9 69.3 68.3 
Immigration offenses 34.8 34.0 25.9 33.4 32.4 
Tax law violationsc 56.3 81.9 76.3 73.0 68.4 
Bribery 37.4 38.5 36.4 48.8 36.9 
Peljury 52.1 67.5 59.0 63.9 56.5 
National defense 40.2 34.5 32.5 48.8 31.9 
Escape 24.0 29.1 31.9 32.3 28.9 
Racketeering and extortion 31.4 51.7 55.5 57.3 48.8 
Gambling offenses 39.8 5i.9 77.5 68.6 74.5 
Liquor offenses 
Mail or transport 

61.8 75.0 - - 61.8 

of obscene materials 62.8 62.8 50.7 63.9 58.2 
Migratory birds 33.6 21.2 29.9 72.6 70.2 
Conspiracy, aiding and abetting, 

and jurisdictional offenses 50.2 67.7 64.6 64.6 61.3 
Other 6.3 31.9 43.1 48.1 51.0 

-Too few cases to obtain statistic<l.lly reliable data. bExcludes tax fraud. 
aTotal may include suspects for whom clncludes tax fraud. 
offense category could not be determined. 
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Table 4. Suspects in criminal matters concluded: 
Number whom U.S. attorneys declined to prosecute, 1980, 1985-88 

Most serious Number of susQects whom U.S. attome~s declined to Qrosecute 
offense investigated 1980 1985 1986 1987 1988 

All offenses8 22,525 21,356 24,422 26,171 28,825 

Violent offenses 1,126 1,036 1,018 1,088 1,206 
Murder 37 43 65 51 118 
Assault 254 251 313 290 291 
Robbery 636 437 391 455 433 
Rape 14 30 26 38 94 
Other sex offenses 36 123 127 142 151 
Kidnaping 86 87 52 58 72 
Threats against the President 63 65 44 54 47 

Property offenses 10,428 9,007 10,333 10,963 11,277 

Fraudulent offenses 8,855 7,880 9,194 9,760 10,090 
Embetzlement 1,817 1,557 1,831 1,842 1,805 
Fraud 5,937 5,338 6,290 6,784 7,379 
Forgery 1,091 964 1,054 1,117 896 
Counterfeiting 10 21 19 17 10 

Other offenses 1,573 1,127 1,139 1,203 1,187 
Burglary 15 10 24 25 25 
Larceny 1,007 632 684 685 724 
Motor vehicle theft 378 289 256 360 309 
Arson 7 10 9 13 8 
Transportation of stolen property 31 83 38 50 45 
Other 135 103 128 70 76 

Drug offenses 1,827 2,557 3,050 3,752 4,705 

Public-order offenses 8,539 8,304 9,351 9,768 11,146 

Regulatory offenses 2,879 3,391 3,935 4,207 4,301 
Agriculture 101 70 92 144 167 
Antitrust 28 14 8 29 22 
Fair labor standards 20 28 14 22 21 
Food and drug 181 88 103 115 59 
Motor carrier 43 55 57 67 102 
Other regulatory offenses 2,506 3,136 3,661 3,830 3,930 

Other offenses 5,660 4,913 5,416 5,561 6,845 
Weapons offenses 601 612 805 894 1,069 
Immigration offenses 202 189 179 211 240 
Tax law violationsc 484 312 447 581 649 
Bribery 257 253 312 269 325 
Perjury 100 92 116 90 110 
National defense 122 371 332 198 307 
Escape 1,039 852 796 898 1,160 
Racketeering and extortion 1,117 818 742 817 941 
Gambling offenses 153 51 75 92 82 
Liquor offenses 22 4 0 1 13 
Mail or transport 

of obscene materials 41 30 33 29 54 
Migratory bird~ 68 69 49 60 67 
Conspiracy, aiding and abetting, 

and jurisdictional offenses 1,380 1,123 1,349 1,225 1,587 
Other 74 137 181 196 241 

aTotal mlly include suspects for whom bExcludes tax fraud. 
offense category could not be determined. cIncludes tax fraud. 
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Table 5. Suspects in criminal matters concluded: 
Percent whom U.S. attorneys declined to prosecute, 1980, 1985-88 

Most serious Percent of sus(!ects whom U.S. attornei:s declined to (!rosecute 
offense investigated 1980 1985 1986 1987 1988 

All offensesa 32.5% 27.2% 28.1% 28.7% 30.5% 

Violent offenses 29.2% 27.1% 25.2% 24.4% 26.9% 

Murder 20.6 23.0 30.8 19.8 35.1 
Assault 29.4 32.1 31.9 27.1 28.9 
Robbery 26.2 20.3 18.4 20.2 19.2 
Rape 46.7 40.0 31.3 23.6 38.1 
Other sex offenses 57.1 50.0 37.6 31.1 42.5 
Kidnaping 47.0 37.2 28.1 42.3 42.6 
Threats against the President 54.8 41.9 36.4 45.0 43.5 

Property offenses 48.7% 38.3% 39.6% 37.9% 41.1% 

Fraudulent offenses 53.4% 40.3% 41.6% 39.4% 42.6% 

\ 
Emberrlement 45.7 34.5 36.5 33.7 33.8 
Fraud 60.6 45.5 46.1 42.8 47.2 
Forgery 39.0 29.6 31.3 32.9 34.1 
Counterfeiting 40.0 36.8 46.3 40.5 13.9 

Other offenses 32.5% 28.5% 28.4% 29.1% 31.3% 
Burglary 16.1 11.2 24.5 21.7 25.3 
LIlrceny 37.6 28.9 29.1 26.6 29.6 
Motor vehicle theft 46.3 40.5 32.7 38.4 38.1 
Arson - 43.5 - 52.0 -
Transportation of stolen property 27.2 44.1 38.8 42.4 63.4 
Other 12.1 13.7 19.3 19.2 21.4 

Drug offenses 19.1 % 16.3% 16.4% 16.5% 18.2% 

Public-order offenses 26.2% 24.5% 25.9% 29.1% 31.1 % 

Regulatory offenses 46.3% 52.1% 55.9% 56.2% 55.0% 
Agriculture 33.4 16.7 22.4 29.0 27.2 
Antitrust 15.4 19.7 11.0 20.1 18.0 
Fair labor standards 48.8 49.1 34.1 53.7 52.5 
Food and drug 38.3 23.7 18.6 18.3 9.5 
Motor carrier 37.7 38.7 42.9 46.5 53.7 
Other regulatory offenses 49.1 57.6 62.8 63.5 63.1 

Other offenses 21.4% 18.0% 18.6% 21.3% 24.5% 
Weapons offenses 33.5 22.6 26.1 28.0 29.5 
Immigration offenses 2.5 2.7 2.1 3.1 3.4 
Tax law violationsc 36.9 16.8 21.8 25.8 30.9 
Bribery 59.4 58.7 61.4 49.5 57.3 
Perjury 45.7 32.5 39.3 33.8 43.1 
Nationsl defense 26.2 49.7 51.9 34.4 49.5 
Escape 32.9 31.6 28.3 31.3 33.5 
Racketeering and extortion 65.5 45.3 42.5 41.5 49.6 
Gambling offenses 60.2 47.2 22.2 30.8 24.8 
Liquor offenses 32.4 16.7 - - 38.2 
Mail or transport 

of obscene materials 36.3 34.9 47.8 34.9 40.3 
Migratory birds 
Conspiracy, aiding and abetting, 

6.0 6.4 7.3 7.7 7.1 

and jurisdictional offenses 18.6 13.5 16.9 20.9 26.0 
Other 57.8 46.4 40.9 37.8 29.5 

-Too few cases to obtain statistically reliable data. bExcludes tsx fraud. 
aTotal may include suspects for whom clncludes tax fraud. 
offense category could not be determined. 
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Table 6. Suspects in criminal matters concluded: 
Number who were referred to U.S. magistrates, 1980, 1985-88 

Most serious Number of susl!ects who were referred to U.S. magistrates 
offense investigated 1980 1985 1986 1987 1988 

AD offeusesa 15,601 11,094 12,652 10,747 10,959 

Violent offeuses 353 180 201 165 210 

Murder 3 5 8 11 5 
Assault 178 93 88 147 117 
Robbery 138 38 68 70 59 
Rape 0 0 3 5 I 
Other sex offenses 3 0 4 6 7 
Kidnaping 13 21 13 12 6 
Threats against the President 18 23 17 14 15 

Property offeuses 2,680 1,546 1,613 1,948 1,579 

Fraudulent offeuses 1,489 925 1,083 1,590 1,312 
Emberlement 447 267 270 273 343 
Fraud 653 425 595 1,099 773 
Forgery 382 229 213 218 187 
Counterfeiting 7 4 5 0 9 

Other offenses 1,191 621 530 358 267 
Burglnry 4 0 3 0 3 
Larceny 341 135 140 187 173 
Motor vehicle theft 35 II 17 27 8 
Arson 3 I 0 I 0 
Transportation of stolen property II 9 7 5 I 
Other 797 465 363 138 82 

Drug offenses 716 536 631 1,248 1,371 

Public-order offeuses 11,387 8,704 9,984 7,165 7,716 

Regulatory offenses 1,403 566 584 414 459 
Agriculture 126 107 136 13 30 
Antitrust 0 2 0 1 0 
Fair labor standards 5 2 I 0 0 
Food and drug 58 47 49 40 71 
Molor carrier 10 2 0 2 2 
Other regulatory offenses 1,204 406 398 358 356 

Other offenses 11,387 8,704 9,984 7,165 7,257 
Weapons offenses 117 74 63 85 79 
Immigration offenses 5,134 4,389 6,058 4,373 4,529 
Tax law violationsc 90 25 40 27 13 
Bribery 14 12 11 9 33 
Perjury 5 0 5 6 I 
National defense 156 liS 100 97 liS 
Escape 1,361 1,056 1,120 1,046 1,304 
Racketeering and extortion 52 54 34 25 29 
Gambling offenses 0 I 1 2 2 
Liquor offenses 4 2 1 2 0 
Mail or transport 

of obscene materials I 2 I I 2 
Migratory birds 
Conspiracy, aiding and abetting, 

685 784 421 152 216 

and jurisdictional offenses 2,319 1,557 1,4"4 853 775 
Other 46 64 71 73 159 

~otal may include suspects for whom bExcludes tax fraud. 
offense category could not be determined. cIncludes tax fraud. 
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Table 7. Suspects in criminal matters concluded: Percent referred to U.S. magistrates, 1980, 1985-88 

Most serious Percent of susQects referred to U. S. magistrates 
offense investigated 1980 1985 1986 1987 1988 ---

AlI offensesa 22.5% 14.1 % 14.5% 11.8% 11.6% 

Violent offeuses 9.1% 4.7% 5.0% 5.9% 4.7% 

Murder 1.7 2.7 3.8 4.3 1.5 
Assault 20.6 11.9 9,0 13.7 11.6 
Robbery 5.7 1.8 3.2 3.1 2.6 
Rape 0 0 3.6 3.1 .4 
Other sex offenses 4.8 0 1.2 1.3 2.0 
Kidnaping 7.1 9.0 7.0 8.8 3.6 
Threats against the President 15.7 14.8 14.0 11.7 13.9 

Property offenses 12.5% 6.6% 6.2% 6.7% 5.7% 

Fraudulent offeuses 9.0% 4.7% 4.9% 6.4% 5.5% 
Emberlement 11.2 5.9 5.4 5.0 6.4 
Fraud 6.7 3.6 4.4 6.9 4.9 
Forgery 13.7 7.0 6.3 6.4 7.1 
Counterfeiting 28.0 7.0 12.2 0 12.5 

Other offeuses 24.6% 15.7% 13.2% 8.7% -1.0% 
Burglary 4.3 0 3.1 0 3.0 
Larceny 12.7 6.2 6.0 7.3 7.1 
Motor vehicle theft 4.3 1.5 2.2 2.9 1.0 
Arson - 4.3 - 4.0 -
Transportation of stolen property 9.6 4.8 7.1 4.2 1.4 
Other 71.7 61.8 54.8 37.9 23.1 

Drug offeuses 7.5% 3.4% 3.4~ 5.5% 5.3% 

Public-ol'der offenses 34.9% 25.7% 27.7% 21.3% 21.6% 

Regulatory offeuses 22.6% 8.7% 8.3% 5.5% 5.9% 
Agriculture 41.7 25.6 33.1 2.6 4.9 
Antitrust 0 2.8 0 .7 0 
Fair labor standards 12.2 3.5 2.4 0 0 
Food and drug 12.3 12.6 8.8 6.3 11.4 
Motor carrier 8.8 1.4 0 1.4 1.1 
Other regulatory offenses 23.6 7.5 6.8 5.9 5.7 

Other offenses 37.8% 29.8% 32.3% 25.8% 26.0% 
Weapons offenses 6.5 2.7 2.0 2:1 2.2 
Immigration offenses 62.7 63.3 72.0 63.5 64.2 
Tax law violationsc 6.9 1.3 1.9 1.2 .6 
Bribery 3.2 2.8 2.2 1.7 5.8 
Peljury 2.3 0 1.7 2.3 .4 
National defense 33.5 15.8 15.6 16.8 18.5 
Escape 43.1 39.2 39.8 36.4 37.6 
Racketeering and extortion 3.0 3.0 1.9 1.3 1.5 
Gambling offenses 0 .9 .3 .7 .6 
Liquor offenses 5.9 8.3 - - 0 
Mail or transport 

of obscene materials .9 2.3 1.4 1.2 1.5 
Migratory birds 60.4 72.4 62.8 19.6 22.7 
Conspiracy, aiding and abetting, 

and jurisdictional offenses 31.2 18.8 18.5 14.5 12.7 
Other 35.9 21.7 16.0 14.1 19.5 

-Too few cases to obtain statistically reliable data. bExcludes tax fraud. 
aTotal may include suspects for whom clncludes tax fraud. 
offense category could not be determined. 
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Table 8. Number of defendants in cases terminated 
in U.S. district court, 1980, 1985-88, preliminary 1989 

Number of defendants in U.S. district court cases terminated 
Most serious Preliminary 
offense charged 1980 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 

I 
All offensesa 39,172 51,243 54,152 54,625 54,198 56,959 

Violent offenses 2,871 2,871 2,818 2,850 2,697 2,771 
Murder 186 157 147 156 135 171 
Negligent manslaughter 8 27 30 18 32 40 
Assault 651 653 679 706 631 564 
Robbery 1,701 1,561 1,505 1,450 1,326 1,480 
Rape 118 119 108 '143 163 177 
Other sex offenses 47 165 205 252 299 192 
Kidnaping 109 113 89 79 70 99 
Threat.~ against the President 51 76 55 46 41 48 

Property offenses 13,544 16,250 17,286 17,175 16,261 15,985 

Fraudulent offenses 8,684 10,765 12,322 12,379 11,553 11,351 
Embeflement 1,871 1,989 2,262 2,216 2,137 2,020 
Fraud 4,178 5,842 6,980 7,646 7,297 7,342 
Forgery 1,851 2,356 2,486 1,789 1,316 1,288 
Counterfeiting 784 578 594 728 803 701 

Other offenses 4,860 5,485 4,964 4,796 4,708 4,634 
Burglary 183 191 122 138 118 123 
Larceny 3,408 4,012 3,621 3,645 3,488 3,533 
Motor vehicle theft 632 445 476 378 521 403 
Arson 19 16 13 34 9 15 
Transportation of stolen property 423 495 488 366 347 336 
Other 195 326 244 235 225 224 

Drug offenses 7,119 12,984 14,746 16,443 16,710 19,461 

Possession 475 1,854 1,743 2,156 1,930 1,950 
Trafficking, including importing 

and manufacturing 6,640 11,126 12,994 14,282 14,775 17,499 
Other drug 4 4 9 5 5 12 

Public-order offenses 15,638 19,009 19,202 18,153 18,524 18,729 

Regulatory offenses 2,082 2,392 2,188 2,062 2,254 2,267 
Agriculture 326 425 218 220 332 336 
Antitrust 161 139 117 131 210 151 
Fair labor standards 36 40 36 49 30 23 
Food and drug 149 107 94 87 61 85 
Motor carrier 77 96 76 48 72 57 
Other regulatory offenses 1,333 1,585 1,647 1,527 1,549 1,615 

Other offenses 13,556 16,617 17,014 16,091 16,270 16,462 
Weapons 1,336 1,884 2,163 2,027 2,127 2,417 
Immigration offenses 2,913 2,636 2,710 2,267 2,077 2,597 
Tax law violationsc 1,601 1,329 1,541 1,471 1,467 1,154 
Bribery 201 243 237 243 245 296 
Perjury 126 182 182 161 122 141 
National defense 250 163 176 129 163 191 
Escape 877 722 789 934 769 800 
Racketeering and extortion 632 755 848 673 648 591 
Gambling offenses 173 106 237 193 214 227 
Liquor offenses 73 22 19 11 10 16 
Mail or transport 

55 of obscene materials 43 47 26 85 56 
Traffic 4,983 8,207 7,758 7,609 8,176 7,702 
Migratory Birds 150 59 53 65 52 101 
Other 198 262 275 223 145 173 

aTotal may include defendants for whom bExcludes tax fraud. 
offense category could not be determined. clncludes tax fraud. 
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Table 9. Defendants in cases terminated in U.S. district court: Number convicted, 1980, 1985-88, preliminary 1989 

Number of convicted offenders 
Most serious offense Preliminary 
of conviction 1980 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 

All offenses8 29,943 40,924 43,920 44,518 43,550 46,262 

Violent offenses 2,134 2,226 2,192 2,241 2,139 2,163 

Murder 111 101 93 109 93 102 
Negligent manslaughter 11 33 29 21 27 46 
Assault 450 458 489 499 448 395 
Robbery 1,371 1,308 1,258 1,233 1,127 1,260 
Rape 49 75 80 95 116 128 
Other sex offenses 43 140 167 213 252 142 
Kidnaping 73 71 48 46 48 58 
Threats against the President 26 40 28 25 28 32 

Property Offenses 10,780 13,274 14,546 14,349 13,436 13,387 

Fraudulent offenses 6,733 8,958 10,520 10,443 9,583 9,801 
Emberlement 1,605 1,711 1,986 1,918 1,775 1,777 
Fraud 3,307 4,989 6,139 6,588 6,193 6,447 
Forgery 1.,180 1,774 1,906 1,348 1,007 1,009 
Counterfeiting 641 484 489 589 608 568 

Other offenses 4,047 4,316 4,026 3,906 3,853 3,586 
Burglary 129 136 93 103 100 110 
Larceny 3,026 3,260 3,023 3,057 2,964 2,776 
Motor vehicle theft 458 361 425 323 409 334 
Arson 10 12 10 21 7 14 
Transportation of stolen property 260 347 324 246 213 227 
Other 164 200 151 156 160 125 

Drug offenses 5,135 10,289 11,984 13,423 13,376 15,583 

Possession 498 1,770 1,636 2,193 1,812 1,735 
Trafficking, including importing 

and manufacturing 4,633 8,517 10,336 11,224 11,561 13,838 
Other drug 4 2 12 6 3 10 

Public-order offenses 11,893 15,132 15,193 14,500 14,593 15,120 

Regulatory offenses 1,828 2,167 2,010 1,847 1,965 2,010 
Agriculture 308 369 174 167 261 244 
Antitrust 125 118 74 110 178 110 
Fair labor standards 30 38 42 60 34 29 
Food and drug 105 86 85 72 50 120 
Motor carrier 73 104 82 52 66 59 
Other regulatory offenses 1,187 1,452 1,553 1,386 1,376 1,448 

Other offenses 10,065 12,965 13,183 12,653 12,628 13,110 
Weapons offenses 980 1,552 1,802 1,730 1,803 2,137 
Immigration offenses 2,200 2,417 2,464 2,138 1,851 2,426 
Tax law violationsc 1,407 1,253 1,459 1,374 1,429 1,156 
Bribery 170 203 200 182 184 236 
PeIjury 70 145 132 116 104 108 
National defense 193 340 339 243 203 201 

r Escape 609 609 622 670 651 643 
Racketeering and extortion 418 560 591 495 561 581 
Gambling offenses 129 80 204 150 164 169 
Liquor offenses 60 18 14 8 10 13 
Mail or transport 

of obscene materials 11 42 32 35 56 54 
Traffic offenses 3,590 5,551 5,091 5,328 5,479 5,189 
Migratory birds 101 34 40 36 33 70 
Other 127 161 193 148 100 127 

aTotal may include defendants for whom bExcludes tax fraud. 
offense category could not be determined. cIncludes tax fraud. 
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Table 10. Defendants in cases terminated in U.S. district court: 
Percent convicted, 1980, 1985-88, preliminary 1989 

Percent of defendants convicted in U.S. district court 
Most serious Preliminary 
offense charged 1980 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 

All offensesa 76.4% 79.9% 81.1 % 81.5% 80.4% 81.2% 

Violent offenses 79.1 % 82.9% 82.4% 83.4% 83.0% 82.7% 

Murder 71.0 75.8 76.9 78.8 76.3 79.5 
Negligent manslaughter 62.5 81.5 73.3 72.2 75.0 82.5 
Assault 66.7 72.1 72.0 70.7 68.9 67.7 
Robbery 86.9 89.8 89.3 91.2 90.0 90.3 
Rape 64.4 70.6 78.7 77.6 77.9 76.8 
Other sex offenses 72.3 87.9 84.4 85.3 90.6 85.9 
Kidnaping 77.1 82.3 74.2 79.7 81.4 70.7 
Threats against the President 51.0 56.6 54.5 65.2 65.9 68.8 

Property offenses 80.9% 82.2% 84.5% 84.3% 83.7% 84.5% 

Fraudulent offenses 82.3% 84.5% 86.4% 85.9% 85.2% 86.8% 
Embeflement 86.7 88.6 89.6 89.7 88.2 90.0 
Fraud 78.9 82.1 84.6 84.0 83.6 85.6 
Forgery 84.6 86.3 88.0 89.0 89.4 89.5 
Counterfeiting 83.8 87.4 88.2 86.7 84.4 85.6 

Other offenses 78.4% 77.7% 79.7% 80.3% 80.0% 78.7% 
Burglary 73.2 75.9 71.3 78.3 91.5 87.0 
Larceny 80.0 78.4 79.8 80.4 80.2 79.3 
Motor vehicle theft 72.6 79.3 87.0 83.9 78.9 82.4 
Arson 57.9 68.8 46.2 73.5 - -
Transportation of stolen property 79.7 84.8 84.0 87.2 84.1 83.3 
Other 73.3 57.7 61.1 64.3 66.2 50.9 

Drug offenses 73.5% 81.6% 83.6% 84.5% 82.9% 83.2% 

Possession 63.2 71.6 70.5 80.3 75.6 74.3 
Trafficking, including importing 

and manufacturing 74.3 83.3 85.4 85.2 83.8 84.2 
Other drug - - - - - -

Publia:-order offenses 73.4% 76.2% 76.0% 75.8% 74.8% 76.1% 

Regulatory offenses 73.8% 77.7% 75.6% 74.4% 74.1% 78.0% 
Agriculture 82.2 81.4 70.2 70.5 73.8 71.7 
Antitrust 75.8 82.7 62.4 75.6 76.7 72.2 
Fair labor standards 77.8 92.5 88.9 95.9 93.3 91.3 
Food and drug 70.5 79.4 84.0 78.2 73.8 92.9 
Motor carrier 92.2 96.9 97.4 89.6 86.1 89.5 
Other regulatory offenses 70.7 74.6 75.5 73.5 73.0 78.5 

Other offenses 73.4% 76.0% 76.1 % 76.0% 74.9% 75.9% 
Weapons 73.5 81.3 82.8 83.4 81.5 81.1 
Immigration offenses 74.5 89.0 88.1 87.6 84.5 89.9 
Tax law violationsc 85.4 91.0 89.4 88.1 90.9 91.2 
Bribery 78.1 85.2 82.3 79.4 80.8 85.8 
Petjury 57.1 68.7 69.8 68.3 77.0 67.4 
National defense 66.8 58.3 71.0 79.1 71.2 70.7 
Escape 68.5 81.4 77.7 67.8 82.3 77.6 
Racketeering and extortion 65.8 78.1 81.6 78.9 78.4 81.0 
Gambling offenses 78.0 80.2 90.3 76.7 82.2 74.4 
Liquor offenses 84.9 77.3 78.9 54.5 - -
Mail or transport 
of obscene materials 23.3 76.6 88.5 30.6 78.2 87.5 

Traffic 72.0 68.4 66.8 70.4 67.0 67.2 
Migratory Birds 67.3 59.3 75.5 56.9 63.5 65.3 
Other 60.6 58.8 57.1 52.5 51.0 50.9 

-Too few cases to obtain statistically aTotal may include defendants for whom bExcludes tax fraud. 
reliable data. offense category could not be determined, clncludes tax fraud. 

but excludes defendants for whom outcome 
could not be determined. 
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Table 11. Defendants in cases terminated in U.S. district court: 
Number whose cases were dismissed, 1980, 1985-88, preliminary 1989 c 

Number of defendants whose cases were dismissed 
Most serious Preliminary 
offense charged 1980 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 

All offensesa 7,713 8,767 8,562 8,510 8,733 8,760 

Violent offenses 468 367 393 348 350 363 

Murder 39 30 26 18 16 26 
Negligent manslaughter 2 5 5 5 4 5 
Assault 173 140 152 157 146 143 
Robbery 172 117 133 92 III III 
Rape 25 27 11 24 28 24 
Other sex offenses 12 17 27 31 22 26 
Kidnaping 20 12 17 12 11 19 
Threats against the President 25 19 22 9 12 9 

Property offenses 2,117 2,507 2,292 2,337 2,201 2,120 

Fraudulent offenses 1,254 1,445 1,421 1,506 1,403 1,253 
Emberlement 215 196 200 209 204 168 
Fraud 686 885 883 1,037 967 878 
Forgery 253 298 279 180 126 121 
Counterfeiting 100 66 59 80 106 86 

Other offenses 863 1,062 871 831 798 867 
Burglary 43 42 35 28 10 14 
Larceny 567 762 628 624 584 649 
Motor vehicle theft lSI 69 53 52 98 61 
Arson 5 4 4 5 - 2 
Transportation of stolen property 56 52 61 42 40 49 
Other 41 133 90 80 66 92 

Drug offenses 1,581 1,977 1,945 2,082 2,360 2,691 

Possession 166 477 444 377 445 488 
Trafficking, including importing 

and manufacturing 1,413 1,499 1,500 1,704 1,914 2,200 
Other drug 2 I 1 1 I 3 

Public-order offenses 3,547 3,888 3,904 3,743 3,822 3,583 

Regulatory offenses 406 402 421 398 411 354 
Agriculture 42 72 53 57 60 75 
Antitrust 11 II 28 6 5 9 
Fair labor standards 2 2 2 2 1 2 
Food and drug 43 20 13 19 13 2 
Motor carrier 6 3 2 5 10 6 
Other regulatory offenses 302 294 323 309 322 260 

Other offenses 3,141 3,486 3,483 3,345 3,411 3,229 
Weapons offenses 282 292 312 272 322 357 
Immigration offenses 713 263 289 260 291 244 
Tax law vio1ationsc 154 91 118 117 99 68 
Bribery 27 21 18 34 28 29 
Perjury , 41 35 40 32 19 32 
National defense 76 56 39 20 36 42 
Escape 263 122 163 292 124 169 
Racketeering and extortion 147 87 88 86 90 65 
Gambling offenses 31 17 15 41 31 52 
Liquor, offenses 11 4 3 5 4 2 
Mail or transport 

of obscene materials 26 II 3 59 12 6 
Traffic offenses 1,251 2,369 2,286 2,010 2,279 2,056 
Migratory birds 46 21 13 27 15 27 
Other 73 97 96 90 61 80 

~ota1 may include defendants for whom bExcludes lax fraud. 
offense category could not be determined. clnc\udes tax fraud. 
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Table 12, Derendants in cases terminated in U.S. district court: 
Percent whose cases were dismissed, 1980, 1985-88, preliminary 1989 

Percent of defendants whose cases were dismissed 
Most serious Preliminary 
offense charged 1980 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 

All offensesll 19.7% 17.1 % 15.8% 15.6% 16.1 % 15.4% 

Violent offenses 16.3% 12.8% 13.9% 12.2% 13.0% 13.1 % 

Murder 21.0 19.1 17.7 11.5 11.9 15.2 
Negligent manslaughter 25.0 18.5 16.7 27.8 12.5 12.5 
Assault 26.6 21.4 22.4 22.2 23.1 25.4 
Robbery 10.1 7.5 8.8 6.3 &.4 7.5 
Rape 21.2 22.7 10.2 16.& 17.2 13.6 
Other sex offenses 25.5 10.3 13.2 12.3 7.4 13.5 
Kidnaping 18.3 10.6 19.1 15.2 15.7 19.2 
Threats against the President 49.0 25.0 40.0 19.6 29.3 18.& 

Property offenses 15.6% 15.4% 13.3% 13.6% 13.5% 13.3% 

Fraudulent offenses 14.4% 13.4% 11.5% 12.2% 12.1% 11.0% 
Emberlement 1l.5 9.9 8.8 9.4 9.5 8.3 
Fraud 16.4 15.1 12.7 13.6 13.3 12.0 
Forgery 13.7 12.6 11.2 10.~ 9.6 9.4 
Counterfeiting 12.8 11.4 9.9 11.0 13.2 12.3 

Other ofrenses 17.8% 19.4% 17.5% 17.3% 16.9% 18.7% 
Burglary 23.5 22.0 28.7 20.3 8.5 11.4 
Larceny 16.6 19.0 17.3 17.1 16.7 18.4 
Motor vehicle theft 23.9 15.5 11.1 13.8 18.8 15.1 
Arson 26.3 25.0 30.8 14.7 -
Transportstion of stolen property 13.2 10.5 12.5 11.5 1l.5 14.6 
Other 21.0 40.8 36.9 34.0 29.3 41.1 

Drug offenses 22.2% 15.2% 13.2% 12.7% 14.1 % 13.8% 

Possession 34.9 25.7 25.5 17.5 23.1 25.0 
Trafficking, including importing 

and manufacturing 21.3 13.5 11.5 11.9 13.0 12.6 
Other drug 50.0 25.0 11.1 20.0 - -

Public-order offenses 22.7% 20.5% 20.3% 20.6% 20.6% 19.1 % 

Regulatory offenses 19.5% 16.8% 19.2% 19.3% 18.2% 15.6% 
Agriculture 12.9 16.9 24.3 25.9 18.1 22.3 
Antitrust 6.8 7.9 23.9 4.6 2.4 6.0 
Fair labor standards 5.6 5.0 5.6 4.1 3.3 8.7 
Food and drug 28.9 IS.7 13.8 21.8 21.3 2.4 
Motor carrier 7.8 3.1 2.6 10.4 13.9 10.5 
Other regulatory offenses 22.7 18.5 19.6 20.2 20.8 16.1 

Other offenses 23.2% 21.0% 20.5% 20.8% 21.0% 19.6% 
Weapons 21.1 15.5 14.4 13.4 15.1 14.8 
Immigration offenses 24.5 10.0 10.7 11.5 14.0 9.4 
Tax law violationsc 9.6 6.8 7.7 &.0 6.7 5.9 
Bribery 13.4 8.6 7.6 14.0 11.4 9.8 
Peljury 32.5 19.2 22.0 19.9 15.6 22.7 
National defense 30.4 34.4 22.2 15.5 22.1 22.0 
Escape 30.0 16.9 20.7 31.3 16.1 21.1 
Racketeering and extortion 23.3 11.5 10.4 12.S 13.9 11.0 
Gambling offenses 17.9 16.0 6.3 21.2 14.5 22.9 
Liquor offenses 15.1 1&.2 15.& 45.5 - -
Mail or transport 
of obscene materials 60.5 23.4 11.5 69.4 21.& 10.7 

Traffic 25.1 28.9 29.5 26.4 27.9 26.7 
Migratory Birds 30.7 35.6 24.5 41.5 2&.& 26.7 
Other 36.9 37.0 34.9 40.4 42.1 46.2 

-Too few cases to obtain statistically but excludes defendants for whom 
reliable data. gutcome could not be determined. 
aTotal may include defendants for whom Excludes tax fraud. 

( 

offense category could not be determined, cIncludes tax fraud. 
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Table 13. Defendants in matters disposed by U.S. magistrates: Number convicted, 1980, 1985-88 

Number of defendants convicted 
Most serious in matters disQosed by U.S. magistrates 
offense charged 1980 1985 1986 1987 1988 

All offensesa 9,243 7,304 8,777 6,993 6,994 

Violent offenses 94 50 40 81 64 
Murder 0 1 1 4 1 
Assault 73 43 31 66 54 
Robbery 20 4 7 8 5 
Rape 0 0 0 2 1 
Other sex offenses 0 0 1 1 1 
Kidnaping 0 0 0 0 0 
Threats against the President 1 2 0 0 2 

Property offenses 1,255 718 887 1,119 975 
Fraudulent offenses 542 330 606 987 848 

Embelflement 185 96 149 149 205 
Fraud 237 111 345 759 548 
Forgery 115 120 108 79 93 
Counterfeiting 5 3 4 0 2 

Other offenses 713 388 281 132 127 
Burglary I 0 I 0 0 
Larceny 113 42 35 60 75 
Motor vehicle theft I 0 1 1 0 
Arson 0 0 0 0 0 
Transportation of stolen property 0 I 0 0 0 
Other 598 345 244 71 52 

Drug offenses 111 132 91 525 387 

Public-order offenses 7,487 6,333 7,613 5,209 5,524 
Regulatory offenses 465 231 291 197 223 

Agriculture 99 89 108 11 22 
Antitrust 0 0 0 I 0 
Fair labor standards 1 2 I 0 0 
Food and drug 6 0 0 3 4 
Motor carrier 10 I 0 0 2 
Other regulatory offenses 349 139 182 182 195 

Other offenses 7,022 6,102 7,322 5,012 5,301 
Weapons offenses 9 6 8 6 5 
Immigration offenses 4,573 4,119 5,714 4,186 4,304 
Tax law violationse 27 13 25 16 9 
Bribery 3 0 2 0 6 
Perjury 0 0 4 3 0 
National defense 102 78 76 73 91 
Escape IS 10 15 11 17 
Racketeering and extortion 3 1 0 1 1 
Gambling offenses 0 0 1 0 2 
Liquor offenses I 2 1 2 0 
Mail or transport 

of obscene materials 0 I 0 0 0 
Migratory birds 
Conspiracy, aiding and abetting, 

562 688 381 119 194 

and jurisdictional offenses 1,707 1,144 1,055 552 532 
Other 20 40 40 43 140 

aTotal may include suspects for whom bExc1udes tax fraud. 
offense category could not be determined. cIncludes tax fraud. 
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Table 14. Dilfendants in matters disposed by U.S. magistrates: Percent convicted, 1980, 1985-88 
r' 

Most serious Magistrate disQositions resulting in conviction 
offense charged 1980 1985 1986 1987 1988~ 

All offensesa 59.2% 65.8% 69.4% 65.1% 63.8% 

Violent offenses 26.6% 27.8% 19.9% 30.6% 30.5% 

Murder - - - - -
Assault 41.0 46.2 35.2 44.9 46.2 
Robbery 14.5 10.5 10.3 11.4 8.5 
Rape ... - - - -
Other sex offenses - - - - -
Kidnaping - 0 - - -
Threats against the President - 8.7 - - -

Property offenses 46.8% 46.4% 55.0% 57.4% 61.7% 

Fraudulent offenses 36.4% 35.7% 56.0% 62.1 % 64.6% 
Emberlement 41.4 36.0 55.2 54.6 59.8 
Fraud 36.3 26.1 58.0 69.1 70.9 
Forgery 30.1 52.4 50.7 36.2 49.7 
Counterfeiting - - - ... -

Other offenses 59.9% 44.9% 53.0% 36.9% 47.6% 
Burglary - - - ... -
Larceny 33.1 31.1 25.0 32.1 43.4 
Motor vehicle theft 2.9 - - 3.7 -
Arson - - ... - ... 
Transportstion of stolen property - - - - -
Other 75.0 74.2 67.2 51.4 63.4 

Drug offenses 15.5% 24.6% 14.4% 42.1 % 28.2% 

Public-orde·,!' offenses 65.8% 72.8% 76.3% 72.7% 71.6% 

Regulatory offenses 33.1 % 40.8% 49.8% 47.6% 48.6% 
Agriculture 78.6 83.2 79.4 - 73.3 
Antitrust ... - ... - ... 
Fair labor standards - - - ... ... 
Food and drug 10.3 0 0 7.5 5.6 
Motor carrier - - -... -
Other regulatory offenses 29.0 34.2 45.7 50.8 54.8 

Other offenses 70.3% 75.0% 77.9% 74.2% 73.0% 
Weapons offenses 7.7 8.1 12.7 7.1 6.3 
Immigration offenses 89.1 93.8 94.3 95.7 95.0 
Tax law violationsC 30.0 52.0 62.5 59;3 -
Bribery - - - - 18.2 
PeJjury - - - - -
National defense 65.4 66.1 76.0 75.3 79.1 
Escape 1.1 - 1.3 1.1 1.3 
Racketeering and extortion 5.8 1.9 0 4.0 3.4 
Gambling offenses ... - - - -
Liquor offenses - - - - ... 
Mail or transport 

of obscene materials - - - - -
Migratory birds 82.0 87.8 90.5 78.3 89.8 
Conspiracy. aiding and abetting, 

73.5 71.6 and jurisdictional offenses 73.6 64.7 68.6 
Other 43.5 62.5 56.3 58.9 88.1 

-Too few cases to obtain statistically reliable aTotal may include defendants for whom offense 
data. gategory could not be determined. 
.. . No cases of this type occurred in the data. Excludes tax fraud • 

cIncludes tax fraud. 
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Table 15. Offenders convicted in cases tenninated in U.S. district court: 
Number sentenced to prison, 1980, 1985-88, preliminary 1989 

Number of convicted offenders a 
who were sentenced to incarceration 

Most serious offense Preliminary 
of conviction 1980 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 

All offensesb 13,766 20,605 23,058 23,579 23,450 27,071 

Violent offenses 1,770 1,807 1,813 1,837 1,733 1,881 

Murder 100 92 87 105 88 92 
Negligent manslaughter 8 18 25 16 25 41 
Assault 265 254 296 292 286 255 
Robbery 1,252 1,210 1,186 1,164 1,059 1,231 
Rape 29 60 65 83 97 100 
Other sex offenses 31 85 88 113 112 75 
Kidnaping 70 61 45 45 44 56 
Threaw against the President 15 27 21 19 22 31 

Property offenses 4,630 5,612 6,291 6,234 5,723 5,917 

Fraudulent offenses 2,825 3,696 4,416 4,610 4,182 4,360 
Embezzlement 460 484 533 551 490 506 
Fraudc 1,384 2,120 2,732 3,097 2,915 2,998 
Forgery 610 803 872 606 459 513 
Counterfeiting 371 289 279 356 318 343 

Other offenses 1,805 1,916 1,875 1,624 1,541 1,557 
Burglary 77 94 69 78 84 92 
Larceny 1,180 1,252 1,196 1,125 978 1,025 
Motor vehicle theft 321 263 325 220 293 238 
Arson 6 5 8 19 2 11 
Transportation of stolen property 178 250 229 148 132 157 
Other 43 52 48 34 52 34 

Drug offenses 3,675 7,774 9,272 10,196 10,599 13,126 

Possession 114 762 677 609 400 458 
Trafficking, including importing 

and manufacturing 3,560 7,012 8,588 9,584 10,197 12,665 
Other drug 1 0 7 3 2 3 

Public-order offenses 3,690 5,410 5,682 5,312 5,395 6,145 

Regulatory offenses 484 661 688 601 640 742 
Agriculture 54 51 24 16 52 37 
Antitrust 32 6 7 11 43 22 
Fair labor standards 11 4 2 3 6 2 
Food and drug 5 10 13 19 8 24 
Motor carrier 2 34 18 15 27 21 
Other regulatory offenses 380 556 624 537 504 636 

Other offenses 3,206 4,749 4,994 4,711 4,755 5,403 
Weapons offenses 578 1,003 1,174 1,188 1,262 1,637 
Immigration offen~s 1,017 1,412 1,443 1,355 1,287 1,642 
Tax law violations 487 603 637 640 629 540 
Bribery 62 90 107 83 81 101 
Peljury 48 99 74 80 73 65 
National defense 49 60 61 55 49 85 
Escape 533 499 532 582 566 577 
Racketeering and extortion 315 441 462 372 418 455 
Gambling offenses 39 38 86 39 67 67 
Liquor offenses 
Mail or transport 

33 3 5 3 3 3 

of obscene materials 3 17 6 12 14 9 
Traffic offenses 32 464 385 282 279 205 
Migratory birds I 2 1 1 8 9 
Other 9 18 21 19 19 8 

~cludes sentences to prison with or without probation. 
otal may include offenders for whom 

~Exc1udes tax fraud. 
Includes tax fraud. 

offense category could not be determined. 
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Table 16. Offend/,\cs convicted in cases tenninated in U.S. district court: 
Percent sentenced to prison, 1980, 1985-88, preliminary 1989 

Percent of convicted offenders sentenced to prisona 

Most serious offense Preliminary 
of conviction 1980 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 

All offensesb 46.0% 50.3% 52.5% 53.0% 53.8% 58.5% 

Violent offenses 82.9% 81.2% 82.7% 82.0% 81.0% 87.0% 

Murder 90.1 91.1 93.5 96.3 94.6 90.2 
Negligent manslaughter - 54.5 86.2 76.2 92.6 89.1 
Assault 58.9 55.5 60.5 58.5 63.8 64.6 
Robbery 91.3 92.5 94.3 '94.4 94.0 97.7 
Rape 59.2 80.0 81.3 87.4 83.6 78.1 
Other sex offenses 72.1 60.7 52.7 53.1 44.4 52.8 
Kidnaping 95.9 85.9 93.8 97.8 91.7 96.6 
Threats against the President 57.7 67.5 75.0 76.0 78.6 96.9 

Property offenses 42.9% 42.3% 43.2% 43.4% 42.6% 44.2% 

Fraudulent offenses 42.0% 41.3% 42.0% 44.1% 43.6% 44.5% 
Embezzlement 28.7 28.3 26.8 28.7 27.6 28.5 
Fraudc 41.9 42.5 44.5 47.0 47.1 46.5 
Forgery 51.7 45.3 45.8 45.0 45.6 50.8 
Counterfeiting 57.9 59.7 57.1 60.4 52.3 60.4 

Other offenses 44.6% 44.4% 46.6% 41.6% 40.0% 43.4% 
Burglary 59.7 69.1 74.2 75.7 84.0 83.6 
Larceny 39.0 38.4 39.6 36.8 33.0 36.9 
Motor vehicle theft 70.1 72.9 76.5 68.1 71.6 71.3 
Arson - - - 90.5 - -
Transportation of stolen property 68.5 72.0 70.7 60.2 62.0 69.2 
Other 26.2 26.0 31.8 21.8 32.5 27.2 

Drug offenses 71.6% 75.6% 77.3% 75.9% 79.2% 84.2% 

Possession 22.9 43.1 41.4 27.8 22.1 26.4 
Trafficking, including importing 

and manufacturing 76.8 82.3 83.1 85.4 88.2 91.5 
Other drug - - - - - -

Public-order offenses 31.0% 35.8% 37.4% 36.6% 37.0% 40.6% 

Regulatory offenses 26.5% 30.5% 34.2% 32.5% 32.6% 36.9% 
Agriculture 17.5 13.8 13.8 9.6 19.9 15.2 
Antitrust 25.6 5.1 9.5 10.0 24.2 20.0 
Fair labor standards 36.7 10.5 4.8 5.0 17.6 6.9 
Food and drug 4.8 11.6 15.3 26.4 16.0 20.0 
Motor carrier 2.7 32.7 22.0 28.8 40.9 35.6 
Other regulatory offenses 32.0 38.3 40.2 38.7 36.6 43.9 

Other offenses 31.9% 36.6% 37.9% 37.2% 37.7% 41.2% 
Weapons offenses 59.0 64.6 65.1 68.7 70.0 76.6 
Immigration offen~s 46.2 58.4 58.6 63.4 69.5 67.7 
Tax law violations 34.6 48.1 43.7 46.6 44.0 46.7 
Bribery 36.5 44.3 53.5 45.6 44.0 42.8 
Perjury 68.6 68.3 56.1 69.0 70.2 60.2 
National defense 25.4 17.6 18.0 22.6 24.1 42.3 
Escape 87.5 81.9 85.5 86.9 86.9 89.7 
Racketeering and extortion 75.4 78.8 78.1: 75.2 74.5 78.3 
Gambling otTenses 30.2 47.5 42.2 26.0 40.9 39.6 
Liquor olTenses 55.0 - - - - -
Mail or transport 

of obscene materials - 40.5 18.8 34.3 25.0 16.7 
Traffic offenses .9 8.4 7.6 5.3 5.1 4.0 
Migratory birds 1.0 5.9 2.5 2.8 ~4.2 12.9 
Other 7.1 11.2 10.9 12.8 i'9.0 6.3 

-Too few cases to obtain. statistically bTotal may include offenders for whom ~Excludes tax frsud. 
reliable data. offense category could not be detennined, Includes tax fraud. 
aIncludes sentences to prison with or but excludes offenders for whom sentence 
without probation. ~ategory could not be determined. , 
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Table 17. Offenders convicted in cases tenninated in U.S. district court: 
Mean length of prison sentences, 1980, 1985-88, preliminary 1989 

Average sentence length for convicted offenders sentenced to I!rison 
Most serious offense Preliminary 
of conviction 1980 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 

All offensesa 44.3 mos. 50.7 mos. 52.7 mos. 55.2 mos. 55.1 mos. 53.4 mos. 

Violent offenses 125.4 mos. 135.4 mos. 132.0 mos. 126.2 mos. 110.7 mos. 88.3 mos. 

Murder 123.4 212.0 196.3 154.6 162.7 139.9 
Negligent manslaughter 36.6 33.5 40.2 25.9 29.2 23.9 
Assault 40.7 45.6 44.6 48.4 39.7 34.1 
Robbery 141.5 151.1 153.2 148.1 131.4 100.1 
Rape 85.7 123.3 143.8 114.4 95.8 91.3 
Other sex offenses 39.7 81.0 68.2 59.5 75.1 44.9 
Kidnaping 262.6 254.5 242.9 293.9 190.5 145.1 
Threats against the President 39.4 48.2 26.2 45.0 44.1 35.9 

Property offenses 29.4 mos. 33.0 mos. 34.3 mos. 32.5 mos. 31.5 mos. 24.9 mos. 

Fraudulent offenses 27.1 mos. 31.1 mos. 32.8 mos. 31.1 mos. 31.0 mos. 25.2 mos. 
Embetzlement 20.1 22.9 21.9 22.1 19.6 16.4 
Fraud 24.9 30.0 33.8 32.1 32.9 28.4 
Forgery 32.5 36.5 32.8 30.6 32.1 18.5 
Counterfeiting 35.0 38.2 43.3 37.2 29.1 30.1 

Other offenses 32.9 mos. 36.6 mos. 37.9 mos. 36.5 mos. 32.7 mos. 24.3 mos. 
Burglary 46.0 67.0 41.9 59.0 55.6 41.3 
Larceny 29.2 31.7 33.6 33.8 27.5 21.0 
Motor vehicle theft 38.1 42.8 42.4 44.3 38.0 28.2 
Arson 34.3 34.8 24.8 51.7 19.0 47.7 
Transportation of stolen property 47.7 48.0 56.0 37.3 51.1 31.5 
Other 9.3 15.5 24.1 11.7 17.7 12.2 

Drug offenses 47.1 mos. 58.2 mos. 62.2 mos. 67.8 mos. 71.3 mos. 73.S mos. 

Possession 14.7 34.5 41.4 48.1 13.6 8.1 
Tmfficking, including importing 

and manufacturing 48.1 60.8 63.9 69.1 73.6 76.1 
Other drug 12.0 ... 30.0 30.0 15.0 25.0 

Public-order offenses 24.5 mos. 32.7 mos. 36.9 mos. 35.5 mos. 30.7 mos. 27.0 mos. 

Regulatory offenses 25.3 mos. 37.7 mos. 47.2 mos. 42.1 mos. 30.4 mos. 22.8 mos. 
Agriculture 12.4 16.3 6.2 11.7 7.4 7.9 
Antitrust 3.2 5.3 10.7 3.6 8.3 13.5 
Fair labor standards 53.0 10.2 36.0 2.0 8.7 5.0 
Food and drug 4.4 9.5 24.9 17.1 12.6 11.3 
Motor carrier 66.5 10.2 6.9 10.2 23.6 11.& 
Other regulatory offenses 28.3 42.4 50.9 45.8 35.6 24.8 

Other offenses 23.8 mos. 29.4 mos. 30.8 mos. 32.2 mos. 30.7 mos. 27.6 mos. 
Weapons offenses 37.6 41.5 45.4 53.3 52.3 45.8 
Immigmtion offenses 13.0 14.4 15.1 15.2 11.7 9.1 
Tax law violaliollsc 13.1 22.4 20.6 21.1 22.8 24.7 
Bribery 14.3 25.8 41.9 29.9 27.0 20.7 
Perjury 24.9 44.8 20.2 31.8 18.9 17.1 
National defense 19.6 63.0 42.9 26.3 14.3 14.4 
Escape 20.8 26.2 23.3 22.7 23.9 23.7 
Racketeering and extortion 62.6 84.8 89.6 84.4 72.3 55.7 
Gambling offenses 12.7 17.5 18.5 20.3 12.6 12.2 
Liquor offenses 16.2 20.0 16.0 12.0 4.7 3.7 
Mail or transport 

of obscene materials 42.0 42.2 36.0 31.2 44.3 22.2 
Traffic offenses 2.6 3.3 3.4 4.6 3.9 3.2 
Migmtory birds 6.0 2.0 1.0 1.0 5.1 11.3 
Other 6.3 10.4 2.8 15.6 9.0 3.0 

... No cases of this type occurred in the data. bExcludes tax fraud . 
8Total may include offenders for whom offense clncludes tsx fraud. 
category could not be determined. 
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Bureau of 
Justice Statistics 
Announces the 
Justice Statistics 
Clearinghouse 

The Bureau of Justice Statistics 
(BJS), in conjunction with the Na
tional Criminal Justice Reference 
Service (NCJRS), announces the 
establishment of the Justice Statis
tics Clearinghouse. The Clearing
house's toll-free number is: 

800-732-3277 

Persons from Maryland and the 
Washington, D.C., metropolitan 
area should call 301-251-5500. 

Services of the newly created Clear
inghouse include: 

• Responding to statistical re
quests. How many rapes are re
ported to the police? How many 
burglaries occurred in 1984? Call 
the Clearinghouse, toll free. 

• Providing information about 
BJS services. Interested in receiv
ing BJS documents and products? 
Register with the BJS mailing list 
by calling the Clearinghouse, toll 
free. 

• Suggesting referrals to other 
sources for criminal justice statis
tics. If the Clearinghouse doesn't 
have the answer, an information 
specialist will refer you to agencies 
or individuals who do. 

• Conducting custom literature 
searches ofthe NCJRS document 
data base. We can search the 
NCJRS data base and provide topi
cal bibliographic citations and 
abstracts to answer specific re
quests. 

• Collecting statistical reports. 
The Clearinghouse collects statisti
cal reports from numerous sources. 
Submit statistical documents to 
share with criminal justice col
leagues to: NCJRS, Attention BJS 
Acquisition, Box 6000, Rockville, 
MD 20850. 

You have 24-hour access to the 
Justice Statistics Clearinghouse. 
From 8:30 a.m. to 8:00p.m. EST, 
weekdays, an information specialist 
is available. After work hours, you 
may record your orders or leave a 
message for an information special
ist to return your call. 



Bureau of Justice Statistics 
reports 
(Revised' October 1990) 

Call toll·free 800·732·3277 (local 301-
251-55CO) to order BJS reports, to be 
added to one of the BJS mailing lists, 
or to speak to a reference specialist in 
statistics at the Justice Statistics 
Clearinghouse, National Criminal 
Justice Reference Service, Box 6000, 
Rockville, MD 20850. 
BJS maintains the following mailing 
lists: 
• Law enforcement reports (new) 
• Drugs and crime data (new) 
• Justice spending & employment 
" White·collar crime 
• National Crime Survey (annual) 
• Corrections (annual) 
• Courts (annual) 
• Privacy and security of criminal 

history information and 
information policy 

• Federal statistics (annual) 
• BJS bulletins and special reports 

(approximately twice a month) 
• Sourcebook of Criminal Justice 

Statistics (annual) 
Single copies of reports are free; use 
NCJ number to order. Postage and 
handling are charged for bulk orders 
of single reports. For single copies of 
multiple titles, up to 10 titles are free; 
11-40 titles $10; more than 40, $20; 
libraries call for special rates. 

Public·use tapes of BJS data sets 
and other criminal justice data are 
available from the National Archive of 
Criminal Justice Data (formerly 
CJAIN), P.O. Box 1248, Ann Arbor, MI 
48106 (toll·free 1·800·999·0960). 

National Crime Survey 
The Nation's two crime measures: Uniform 

Crime Reports and the National Crime 
Survey, NCJ-122705, 4190 

Criminal victimization in the U.S.: 
1989 press release, 5190 
1988 (final), NCJ-122024, 10190 
1987 (final report), NCJ·115524, 6189 

BJS special reports 
Handgun crime victims, NCJ·123559, 7190 
Black victims, NCJ-122562, 4190 
Hispanic victims, NCJ·120507, 1/90 
The redesigned National Crime Survey: 

Selected new data, NCJ-114746, 1189 
Motor vehicle theft, NCJ-l09978, 3188 
Elderly victims, NCJ-l07676, 11/87 
Vlolenl crime trends, NCJ·l07217, 11187 
Robbery victims NCJ·l04638, 4/87 
Violent crime by strangers and non· 

strangers, NCJ-l03702, 1/87 
Preventing domestic violence against 

women, NCJ-l02037, 8186 
Crime prevention measures, NCJ·l00438, 

3/86 
The use of weapons in committing crimes, 

NCJ·99643, 1186 
Reporting crimes to the police, NCJ·99432, 

12185 
Locating city, suburban, and rural crime, 

NCJ·99535, 12185 
The economic cost of crime to victims, 

NCJ·93450, 4/84 
Family violence, N~J.93449, 4184 

BJS bulletins: 
Criminal victimization 1989, NCJ-125615, 

10/90 
Crime and the Nation's households, 1989, 

NCJ·124544, 9/90 
The crime of rape, NCJ·96777, 3/85 
Household burglary, NCJ·96021, 1/85 
Measuring crime, NCJ-75710, 2/81 

BJS technical reports 
New directions for the NCS, NCJ,115571, 

3189 
Series crimes: Report of a field test, 

NCJ-l046154/87 

Redesign of the National Crime Survey, 
NCJ-111457, 3/89 

The seasonality of crime victimization, 
NCJ-lll033,6188 

Crime and older Am,,>icans information 
package, NCJ·l04569, $10, 5/87 

Teenage victims, NCJ-l03138, 12186 
Victimization and fear of crime: World 

perspectives, NCJ·93872, 1/85, $9.15 
The National Crime Survey: WorkIng papers, 

vol. I: Current and historical perspectives, 
NCJ-75374, 8/82 
vol. II: Methodology studies, NCJ·90307 

Corrections 
BJS bulletins and special reports: 

Capital punishment 1989, NCJ·124545, 10190 
Victims of violent State prison Inmates, 

NCJ·124133, 7/90 
Prisoners in 1989, NCJ-122716, 5/90 
Prison rule vIolators, NCJ-120344, 12189 
Capital punishment 1988, NCJ-118313, 7189 
Recidivism of prisoners released In 1983, 

NCJ·116261,4/89 
Drug use and crime: State prison Inmate 

survey, 1986, NCJ-111940, 7/88 
Time served in prison and on parole 1984, 

NCJ·l08544, 12187 
Profile of State prison Inmates, 1986, 

NCJ·l09926, 1/88 
Imprisonment In four countries, 

NCJ·l03967, 2187 
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sheriffs' departments: operations, 
equipment, personnel, salaries, 
spending, policies, programs 
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Federal case processing, from inves
tigation through prosecution, 
adjudication, and corrections 
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and time served by drug offenders, 
drug use at time of crime by jail 
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other quality data on drugs, crime, 
and law enforcement 
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'to the Justice Statistics 
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crime victims 
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~~nCHt drugs
CU .. dtuvai:80frll ito 
consequences 
The worldwide drug business 

Cultivation & production 
Foreign 
Domestic 

Distribution 
Export 
Transshipment 
Import into U.S. 

Finance 
Money laundering 
Profits 

The fight against drugs 

Enforcement 
Border interdiction 
Investigation 
Seizure & forfeiture 
Prosecution 

Consumption reduction 
Prevention 
Education 
Treatment 

Consequences of drug use 

Abuse 
Addiction 
Overdose 
Death 

Crime 
While on drugs 
For drug money 
Trafficking 

Impact on justice system 

Social disruption 

The Drugs & Crime Data Center & 
Clearinghouse is funded by the Bureau 
of Justice Assistance and directed by 
the Bureau of Justice Statistics of the 
U.S. Department of Justice. 
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"L;nme ata Drugs & Crime Data 
Center & Clearinghouse 

Major heroin smuggling routes into the United States 

DEA Quarterly Intelligence Trends 

One ~ree phone Ctal~~ Ctalr!l give you access 
to a grO\Gij'irilg data base on drugs &. clrome 

The Drugs & Crime Data Center & 
Clearinghouse is managed by the 
Bureau of Justice Statistics. To serve 
you. the center will -

" Respond to your requests 
for drugs and crime data 

o Let you know about new drugs and 
crime data reports. 

o Send you reports on drugs and crime. 

III Conduct special bibliographic 
searches for you on specific drugs 
and crime topics. 

o Refer you to data on epidemiol
ogy, prevention. and treatment of 
substance abuse at the National 
Clearinghouse for Alcohol and Drug 
Information of the Alcohol. Drug 
Abuse, and Mental Health Adminis
tration. 

o Publish special reports on subjects 
such as assets forfeiture and seizure, 
economic costs of drug-related 
crime. drugs and violence, drug laws 
of the 50 States, drug abuse and 
corrections, and innovative law 
enforcement reactions to drugs and 
crime. 

Q Prepare a comprehensive, concise 
report that will bring together a rich 
array of data to trace and quantify 
the full flow of illicit drugs from 
cultivation to consequences. 

Major cocaine smuggling routes 
into the United States 
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DEA Quarterly 
Intelligence Trends 

Call now and speak to a specialist 
in drugs & crime statistics: 

Or write to the Drugs & Crime Data 
Center & Clearinghouse 
1600 Research Boulevard 
Rockville. MD 20850 
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