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4301E4 CD- 10099

Recruitment of Volunteers to Serve as Kitsap Juvenile CASAs
for Abused and/or Neglected Children. Final Report.

Harrison, P. R. t

Altrusa Club of Bremerton, Port Orchard, WA. Kitsap CASA.

Supported by: National Center on Child Abuse and Neglect
(DHHS), Washington, DC, (90CA1231), 7 pp.. April 30, 1988.

April 30, 1988.

Subject Code: 96

A project to attract prospective volunteers for a court
appointed special advocate (CASA) program is described.
Newspaper and radio intarviews and public speaking were used
to recruit volunteers., Between June 18987 and February 1988, 35
cases were assigned to volunteer child advocates, involving 62

children. Only 5 volunteers 1left the program, leaving 25
active CASAs at the end of the grant period. Volunteers were
carefully screened and trained, with 'monthly in-service
training. The CASA program became part of the County Juvenile

Department at the end of the grant period. Volunteer and
client profiles are tabulated. A financial report is included.

Descriptors: final reports, volunteers, child advocacy,
childrens rights, juvenile courts, court appointed special
advocates
4295G2 CD~10041

Valley County Guardian Ad Litem Program. Final Report.

Valley County Guardian Ad Litem Program, Glasgow, MT.

Supported by: National Center on Child Abuse and Neglect,
{DHHS), Washington, DC, (90CA103B), 6 pp.. undated.

undated.

Subject Code: 90

This final report describes a project that provided trained
guardian ad litem (GAL) volunteers who served as spokesmen for

abused and neglected children coming before the court. A
training manual was compiled that provided information and
guidelines for volunteers to use on an ongoing basis. An

audiovisual -slide presentation was also prepared. Program
brochures were printed and distributed. Volunteers, recruited
from Valley, Phillips, and Blaine counties, completed a
comprehensive training program. A financial status report is

included.

Descriptors: finai reports, professional training,
volunteers, lawyers, guardian ad litem
4295A2 Cb-10017

Court Appointed Special Advocate Project. Final Report.

Multnomah =~ County Court Appointed Special Advocates,
Portland, OR.
Supported by: National Center on Child Abuse and Neglect

(DHHS), Washington, DC, (80CA1222), 6 pp., undated.
undated. '
Subject Code: 90

The Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) project of
Multnomah County, Oregon, is described. The development of the
program during its first 2 years is highlighted, and the major
issues it has faced are summarized. Information provided
includes program statistics, program impact, volunteer program

development, administrative results, staff development,
community relations, and resource development. Areas of
concern detailed include screening out inappropriate

volunteers, maintaining confidentiality, funding and resource
development, and recruiting and involving minority volunteers.

Other activities described are: legislation, the State CASA
Association, and CASA program start-up in other Oregon
counties. Future activities are also outlined.

Descriptors: final reports, courts, volunteers, family
advocacy, court appointed special advocates, oregon

4234H4 Cb-09999

Reducing Trauma to Child Victims of Sexual Abuse Through a
Rural Community Based Velunteer Program. Final Report.

Janes,; P.

South Central Community Action
Guardian ad Litem Pilot Project.

Supported by: National Center on Child Abuse and Neglect
(DHHS ), Washington, DC, (90CA867), 60 pp., January 9, 1987.

January 9, 1987.

Subject Code: 90

Agency, Twin Falls, ID

This final report discusses a program desighed to
incorporate service improvements for preventing and treating
child sexual abuse and for assuring protection of childran who
have been endangered. The program supplied Guardian Ad Litem
volunteers and attorney representation on all requested cases
of sexual abuse petitioned to the court in the 8 counties of
the Magic Valley 1in Idaho. Approximately 100 cases were
represented through public awareness efforts and consistent
positive involvement with the various agencies, counties, and
judiciary systems. Change was facilitated in case management,
numbe>s of interviews children face upon reporting, treatment
provided to victims and families, and agency intercooperation.
Addenda contain the working agreement of the project,
materials for volunteer Guardians Ad Litem, and reporting
procedures and forms. (Author abstract modified)

Descriptors: final reports, sexual abuse,

volunteers, guardian ad litem, child advocacy,
witnesses, rural environment

victims,
child

4283K1 CD~-09704

Independent Representation for Children
Visitation Disputes.

Nicholson, E. B.

American Bar Association, Washington, DC. National Legal
Resource Center for Child Advocacy and Protection.

In: Nicholson, E.B. and Bulkley, J. (Editors). Sexual Abuse

(cont. next page)
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Allegations 1in Custody and Visitation Cases. Washington, DC,
American Bar Association, pp. 230-233, February 1988.

February 1988.

Subject Code: 96

This chapter examines whether or not to appoint independent
representation for children in custody and visitation
disputes. The current trend appears to be that when the
dispute involves an allegation of -child abuse or neglect,
judicial - discretion favors appointment of an independent
representative for the child. Experience 1in the juvenile
courts suggests that the guardian ad litem or attorney for the
child presents a proven mechanism for improving the court’s
ability to respond in the best interests of the child. 9
references.

Descriptors: custody of child, visiting privileges,

childrens rights, right to counsel, guardian ad 1item,
courts, lawyers

4283J4 CD-08703

Child Sexual Abuse Allegations in Family Court Proceedings:
A Survey of Legal Issues.

Nicholson, E. B.

American Bar Association, Washington, DC. National Legal
Resource Center for Child Advocacy and Protection.

In: Nicholson, E.B. and Buikley, J. (Editors). Sexual Abuse
Allegations 1in Custody and Visitation Cases. Washington, DC,
American Bar Association, pp. 255-277, February 1988.

February 1988.

Subject Code: 96

This paper describes how child sexual abuse allegations may
affect the legal context of custody and visitation decisions.
The family court’s limited 1legal authority and its limited
resources make it difficult for the family court to adequately
respond 1n child sexuai abuse cases. The role of the court in
supervising visitation when any form of sexual abuse has
occurred needs to be better defined. The need for protective
mechanisms in family court proceedings will probably increase.
Protective mechanisms found 1{in the juvenile court, such as
mandatory appointment of guardians ad litem, might also be
adopted by family courts. Case management and planning will
heip the family court best serve its responsibility for the
child. 71 references.

Descriptors: sexual abuse, family courts, custody of chil,

visiting privileges, courts role, guardian ad 1item, case
management, incest

4283G2 CD-09689

Civil Actions on Behalf of Abused Children.

Lawritson, J. L.

Fortune and Lawritson, Denver, CO.

In: Freeman, L. (Editor). Managing Risks While Protecting
Children. National Association of Counsel for Children,
Denver, CO, pp. 123-144, 1986.

1986.
Subject Code: 96

Directed at lawyers involved 1in child abuse cases, this
chapter examines civil actions on behalf of abused chiildren.
Appointing a guardian ad litem, problems with child witnesses,
how to manage hearsay evidence, and theories of l1iability are
among the issues discussed.

Descriptors: civil liabiiity, civil courts, legal process,

guardian ad 1item

4283C1 CD-09672 .
Risk Management for the Attorney Guardian Ad Litem.
Freeman, L.
National Association of Counsel for Children, Denver, CO.
In: Freeman, L. (Editor). Managing Risks While Protecting

Children. National Association of Counsel for Children,
Denver, CO, pp. 159-171, 1986.
1986.

Subject Code: 96

Risk management for the attorney guardian ad litem (GAL) is
discussed, although many of the same conhcepts apply to
jurisdictions using lay guardians ad 1item. Topics include the

role of the GAL, holding the child’s representative
accountable, and ways in which to reduce risks. 21 references.

Descriptors: risk, guardian ad litem, lawyers, civil
Tiability

428384 CD~09671

Managing Risks While Protecting Children.

Freeman, L.

National Association of Counsel for Children, Denver, CO.

National Association of Counsel for Children, Denver, CO,
171 pp., 1986.

1986.

Subject Code: 96

Perspectives are provided on how to reduce the risks of
malpractice 1iability while meeting the needs of children.
Areas discussed include: agency counsels, state and public
employees, physicians, the school district, chiid protective

services, institutions, guardians ad litem, and federal and
civil actions on behalf of children. 164 references.
Descriptors: civil tiability, courts, risk, legal

responsibility, physicians, schools, institutions, guardian
ad 11item

4282H4 CD-09647
When Children Are Battered by the Law.
Bross, D. C.
Barrister Magazine 11(4):8-11, 45, 48-49, Fall 1984.
(cont. next page)
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Fall 1984.
Subject Code: 96

Issues in children’s law and problems of child advocacy are
only being addressed slowly, in spite of increasing
documentation of child neglect and abuse. If parental
protection breaks down, independence of representation is an
important feature 1in determining the degree to which the
child’s interests are advanced. Examples of child advocacy
bringing new perspectives are given. Court Appointed Special
Advocate (CASA) programs  are the most common form of legal
advocacy for children. The recent creation of a committee on
the needs of children by the American Bar Association is a
positive step toward improving legal protection for children.
The National Legal Resource Center for Child Advocacy remains
the most important overall influence in the field. Development
of the fleld as a legal specialty and development of statewide
offices of child representation are approaches for the future.

Descriptors: childrens rights, rights of minors, legal
processes, child advocacy, lawyers role, child protection,

child witnesses, child abuse jaws

4282G4 cD-09643
Children at Risk. Making a Difference Through the Court
Appointed Special Advocate Project.

Blady, M.

National Council of dJewish Women, New York, NY, 318 pp.,
1982.

1982.

Subject Code: 96

Establishment of a Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA)
Project 1is discussed, followed by a description of 5 National
Council of dJewish Women  (NCUW) sections that used a basic
project model to develop 5 variations to fit local needs. Also
addressed are the following topics: the structure of chiid
welfare services; the role and functions: of the CASA;
assessing a community’s interest in and readiness for a CASA
Project; organizing and administrating a CASA Project; project
evaluation; and advocacy. Numerous appendices offer sample

forms and brochures for CASA projects. 32 references and 4
figures.

Descriptors: courts, child advocacy, models, needs
assessment, evaluation
4282F2 CcD-09637

Annotated Bibliography of Representation of Children in
Custody Cases. Law Review Articles and Periodicals.

American Bar Association, Washington, DC. National Lega!l
Resource Center for Child Advocacy and Protection.

In: Nicholson, E.B. and Bulkley, J. (Editors). Sexual Abuse
Allegations in Custody and Visitation Cases. Washington, DC,
American Bar Association, pp. 234-245, February 1988.

February 1988.

Subject Code: 96

An annotated bibliography on representation of children in
custody cases is presented. Twenty-one law review articles and
journal articles are .included.

Descriptors: custody of child, childrens rights,
counsel, guardian ad 11item, courts, lawyers

bibliographies, reference materials

right to
role,

4255A2 CD-08993

In re Patricia E.

California. Court of Appeal, Third District.

206 CA Rptr. 684 (CA App. 3 Dist. 1984), September 28,
1984 .

September 28, 1984.

Subject Code: 97

On an appeal of a proceeding to determine whether child’s
status as a dependent child because of abuse and neglect
should be continued, the Court of Appeal found error in the
failure of -the juvenile court to appoint independent counsel
for the child. The court found that appointment of county
counsel to represent both the county welfare department and
the child constituted a potential conflict of interest, noting
that neither the county counsel nor the social worker had
spoken with the child prior to the continuation hearing. The
court also held that the father had standing to litigate his
daughter‘s right to independent counsel.

Descriptors: guardian ad 1litem, rights of minor, social
services agencies, agency role, courts role, lawyers role,

parents rights, california

425411 cD-08976
Dryden v. Coulon.
Michigan. Court of Appeals.
378 N.W.2d 767 (MI Ct. App. 1985), 1985.
1985.
Subject Code: 97

(The following abstract was taken from the ABA Juvenile and
Child Welfare Law Reporter, which 1is available on a
subscription basis from the American Bar Association, National
Legal Resource Center for Child Advocacy and Protection, 1800
M Street, N.W., Washington, DC 20036.) In contested custody
proceadings, the friend of the court was obliged under state
law to investigate the environment of the child and report to
the court regarding his well-being. As a result of the failure
of the friend of the court to carry out these duties, the
child suffered permanent mental, physical and emotional
injuries. The father filed an action against the friend of the
court seeking damages for these injuries. The trial court
granted defendant’s motion for summary Jjudgment upon an
application of the exhaustion of administrative remedies and
governmental immunity doctrines. The Michigan Court of Appeals
affirmed, but for a different reason. The appeltate court

(cont. next page)
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inttially pointed out that, pursuant to M.C.L. Section
552.526; M.S.A. Section 25.176(26), an administrative remedy
was. provided for grievances by the public against the friend
of the court office or its emplioyees. In short, any person who
was not satisfied with the decision of the friend of the court
could file a grievance with the chief judge. Relying on the
rule of law that the remedy provided in a statute for 1its
violation 1{s exclusive, the court found that a judgment for
money damages was not contemplated by the legislature for the
fallure to perform the investigative and reporting duties
imposed by the Friend of the Court Act.
Descriptors: civil Tiability, legal responsibility,
guardian ad litem, courts role, lawyers role, legal immunit,
michigan

425312 CD-08929

Using Lay Volunteers to Represent Children in . Child
Protzction Court Proceedings.

Duquette, D. N.; Ramsey, S. H.

Michigan Univ. Law School, Ann Arbor.

Child Abuse and Neglect 10(3):293-308, 1986.

1986.

Subject Code: 92

Despite a widespread conviction that children ought to be
independentiy represented in child protection court
proceedings in the United States, there is littie consensus as
to ‘what the role of that independent child advocate ought to
be or, indeed, who should fulfill that role. This study
accomp1 ished three purposes: articulated an aggressive,
ambitious and continuous role for the child’s representative
which encompassed a broad range of the chiid’s interests, both
legal and nonlegal; provided training in this rote to
demonstration groups of &attorneys, law students and Jlay
volunteers; and- compared the effectiveness of each of the
three demonstration groups in representing children to one
another and to a control group cof attorneys who received no
special training from the research team. Carefully selected
and trained lay people representing children in child abuse
and neglect legal proceedings under lawyer supervision
performed similarly to trained lawyers and law students in the
way they approached their duties and in case outcomes achieved
and significantly different from attorneys who, consistent
with the practice in nearly all the United States, received no
spacial training in child advocacy. Numerous references.
(Author abstract modified)

Descriptors: child advocacy, lawyers, paraprofessional
training, 1legal definitions, guardian ad 1item

424442 CD-~-08717

Review of Child Abuse and Neglect Research, 1885.

Younes, L. A.

Supported by: Office of Human Development Servizes (DHHS},
Washington, D.C. , 197 pp., November 1986.

November {1986.

Subject Code: 98

This annual review of the currently and recently conducted
research on child abuse and neglect is of academic interest,
yet the concept of ""research’’ was.broadened to inciude lega)
issues and other publications that deal directly with some
aspect of child maltreatment, such as definition, incidence or
prevalence, etiology, prevention, treatment, or sequelae, and
represent substantive contributions to the CAN body of
knowledge. The chapters are structured to present topics and
issues of 1interest +to specific professionals and areas that
include: general interest; social work and child protective
services practice; the law of child abuse and neglect; mental
health professionals; law enforcement professionals;
educators; medical professionals; publications for parents and
children; and ongoing CAN research. Extensive bibliographies
are provided for each chapter and a comprehensive subject
index will aid the reader 1in finding the exact topics of
interest.

Descriptors: research reviews, court case disposition,

legal rights, judicial decisions, reference materials, child
abuse, child neglect, guardian ad litem

424342 CD-08677

Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASAs): A Selected
Annotated Bibliography.

Clearinghouse on Child Abuse and Neglect Information,
Washington, D.C.

Supported by: Office of Human Development Services (DHHS).
Washington, D.C., 37 pp., December 1{1986.

December 1986.

Subject Code: 98

This selected bibliography focuses on guardians ad litem or
court appointed special advocates (CASAs), and provides
references to books, jourpal articles, and audiovisual
materials on the subject. A comprehensive 1ist of State laws
regarding guardians ad litem or attorneys for children and a
national organization list are also included.

Descriptors: state laws, literature reviews, audipvisual
materials, national organizations, guardian ad 1litem,

childrens rights, right to counsel, lawyers

4242H3 CD-08622

Legal Representation for Parents and Children in Child
Protection Proceedings: Two Empirical Models of Acquisitional
Processes and a Proposal for Reform.

Kelly, R. F.; Ramsey, S. H.

Syracuse Univ. College of Law, N.Y.

Dickinson Law Review 89(3):605-643, Spring 1985.

Spring 1985.

Subject Code: 986

(cont. next page)
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Court
analyzed
children

record and attorney interview data were collected and
for a random sample of 210 cases involving 375
in North Carolina to assess 2 models describing the
way in which legal  services are zacquired by parents and
children in chitld protection proceedings. County-level
sociodemographic,  judicial and administrative, and service
information also were assessed. It was hypothesized that
parents acquire legal representation within a market model
based on supply and demand, while children acquire
representation within a model based on the belijef that courts
can be used to achieve therapeutic goals. Regression analyses
supported . this hypothesis and indicated that, while parents’
attorneys did produce benefits for their clients, children’s
attorneys produced no measurable benaefits for their clients
and, 1in many cases, had a negative impact. It is suggested
that the benefit legal services 1is a function of
differences in the degree of control and that these
differences are related to the conditions associated with the
2 models of legal representation. It 1is argued that by
shifting the 1locus of control for the supervision, training,
appointment, and payment of children’s attorneys over to an
independent, specialized monitoring agency, the goals of
independent and adversarial representation of children are
more likely to be met. 106 footnotes.
Descriptors: legal services, services delivery, guardian
ad 1litem, lawyers role, role -conflicts, child protection
services, north carolina

of

4242D1 CD-08604

Childrean and the Law A Casebook for

in North Carolina:

Practice. Final Draft.

Fure, J. E.

North Carolina Administrative 0ffice of the Courts, 180
pp.. 1985.

1985.

Subject Code: 96

For use by guardians ad litem, this casebook provides an
overview of the legal rights of children with a focus on North
Carolina law and statutes. Decisions of the U.S. Supreme Court
and, 1in some cases, other jurisdictions, also are provided.
Specific topics 1include- the best interest of the child and
factors to be considered in termination of parental rights,
custody, foster care, and juvenile delinguency placements. The
rights of parents also are examined. Issues in criminal and
civil child abuse are examined, as are dependency, neglect,
and domestic violence. The role of the department of social
services in chiid protection, abuse reporting, and petitioning
also 1s described. Guidelines for juvenile court presentation
cover initiation of court action, pretrial resolution and
mediation, the adjudicatory hearing, evidentiary i{ssues,
disposition, and review. Additional sections deal with issues
specific to sexual abuse and exploitation, the child witness,
termination of parental rights, rights of foster parents,
medical treatment of minors, and child support and custody.
Due process rights, the role of the guardian ad 1item and the

attorney, and special issues relevant to the mentally i1l or
handicapped child also are discussed. 84 references.

Descriptors: judicial decisions, state laws, north

carolina, legal processes, guardian ad 1item, 1legal rights
4242C3 CD-08602

A Plea for Help. Dealing With Sex Abuse Cases.

Frank, C.

ABA dJournal 12:26,
September 1985.
Subject Code: 96

September 1985.

This article briefly discusses the handling of sexual abuse
victims and their court cases and presents guidelines for such
cases as put forth by participants 1in an American Bar
Assoctfation meeting. Topics discussed in this meeting include
the potential for institutional abuse of child victims and the
use of forensic teams composed of multidisciplinary chiid
abuse professionals. Meeting participants suggested that
lawyers should determine whether a child will be harmed or
helped by being put on the witness stand and should keep
abreast of court decisions regarding child testimony in sexual
abuse cases. They also suggested that lawyers be aware of
symptoms of sexual abuse and recognize ‘that such cases
probably will be difficult. Finally, they emphasized the
importance of being aware of the child’s view of the world,
knowing how to present the child’s testimony, and recognizing
when the c¢child may need a guardian ad 1litem or other
interpreter.

Descriptors:

sexual abuse, institutional abuse and neglect

legal - processes, lawyers role, child witnesses, guardian ad
litem, testimony
4241G2 CL-08569
Protecting Child Witnesses.
Bross, D. C.

National Association of Counsel for Children, Denver, Colo.

In: Bross, D.C. (Ed). Multidisciplinary Advocacy for
Mistreated Children. Denver, Colo., National Association of
Counsel for Children, pp. 1895-203, 1984.

1984. .
Subject Code: 96

are available to protect child witnesses,
enhance their testimony, and provide alternate means of proof
in child abuse (particularly sexual abuse) cases. Hearsay
statements by child victims to others are increasingly being
recognized by courts as sources of proof in abuse cases. These
may include statements made to a parent or relative, to
police, or to an examining physician. Corroboration of
allegations may be provided by medical findings, by
developmental and- psychological evaluations, or by evaluation
of the perpetrator (in civil cases). The doctrine of res ipsa
(cont. next page)

Various methods

011944

INFORMATION SERVICES, INC,

DISLCG ———



PRINTS

User: 104562
DIALOG

20jun89 'PO60: PR S§3/5/1-122

PAGE:
21 of

1258

Item 122

DIALOG File 84: CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT-SPRING 1989 EDITION

Toquitur, which shifts the burden of proof to the defendant,
has been recognized in battering and endorsed in sexual abuse
cases. Anatomically correct dolls may be used to elicit
information from child victims, and information on the child’s
doll play often may b2 admitted in evidence. In addition,
states are increasingly enacting statutes that permit the
introduction of audictaped and videotaped testimony and
evidence. In those cases where it is desirable or necessary to
introduce a child witness, appropriate support and the
intervention. of a guardian ad 1item or child advocate can
improve the child’s testimony and minimize the trauma of court

procedures. 21 references.
Descriptors: child witnesses, evidence presentation,
testimony, corroboration, guardian ad litem, sexual abuse
423513 CD-08526

Permanency Planning for Children Project 50 State Update.
National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges, Reno,
Nev.

Rena, MNev., National Council of Juvenile and Family Court
Judges. Supported by: O0Office of Justice Programs (DOJ),
Washington, D.C., (85-JS-CX-K027), 42 pp.. July 1986,

July 1986.

Subject “de: 92

Since its establishment 1n 1981, the National Council of
Juvenile and Family Court Judges’ Permanency Planning for
Chiidren Council has provided training and technical
assistance to states seeking to ensure permanent families for
the nation’s abused and neglected children. These state
listings provide synopses of permanency planning progress in
the 50 states and the District of Columbia. Listings provide

information on each jurisdiction’s lead judge and coordinator,
task force meetings, training programs, humber of individuals
trained, volunteer programs implemented, and legislative and
court reforms. Listings indicate- that task force and
subcommittee members met approximately 300 times to plan and
implement approximately 100 training conferences and seminars.

Over 9,550 judges, 1legislators, social service personnel,
attorneys, and volunteers participated in these training
programs. Statutory changes were adopted in 13 states and are

pending in 10 others. Changes in court rules were adopted in 3
states and are pending 1in 5. The number of programs using
court-appointed special advocates and nonattorney guardians ad
litem has grown to more than 150 nationwide, and at least 8
states have established statewide citizen review systems.
Listings of 1985-86 committee members.

Descriptors: program descriptions, state programs, family
programs, permanency planning, child advocacy, professional
training, guardian ad ltitem, volunteer training
4235A3 CD-08482

Improvement of Child Protection Services Through Provision
of Guardians Ad Litem.
South Central Community Action Agency,

Twin Falls, Idaho.

Twin Falls,
Supported by:
(DHHS), Washington,
1985.

September 30,

Subject Code:

Idaho, South Central Community Action Agency.
National Centar on Child Abuse and Neglect,
D.C.,{90-CA-867) 309 pp., September 30,

1985.
90

This report describes the objectives, procedures, and
evaluation of a volunteer guardian ad 1item program serving
isolated, rural families involived in child protection cases in
a 6-county Idaho area. The program used an attorney-volunteer
team model both to protect the child’s interests in legal
proceedings and to i{mprove delivery of services to children
and their families. Volunteers were recruited on the basis of
recommendations and through self-referral. Attorneys were
recruited via a letter to the local bar association. Attorneys
and volunteers received training prior to case assignment, and
ongoing In-service training also was made availablie. Following
case assignment, volunteers conducted independent
investigations of the alleged abuse/negliect and worked with
the supervising attorney in formulating recommendations that
would be 1n the child’s best interests. The program operated
successfully for 4 years and gained support from all other
agencies participating in child protection proceedings.
Appendixes provide advertising materials, job descriptions,
volunteer forms (application, intake, investigation
reinbursements), related program materials. (Author
abstract modified)

Descriptors: idaho,
descriptions, child advocacy,

and

guardian ad Titem, volunteers, program
child protection services

4225E3 CD-08242
Helping Prevent the Abused Child From Becoming a Grownup
Abuser. The Role of the Guardian Ad Litem.
Bross, D. C.
National Association of Counsel for Children,
dJdudges Journal pp. 11-15, 51, Fall 1985.
Fall 1985.
Subject Code:

Denver, Colo.

86

The author discusses the role of the guardian ad litem 1in
chiild abuse and neglect cases and presents guidelines
developed by the National Association of Counsel for Children

(NACC). He notes that the independent child advocate can
present all facts and legal alternatives to the court and can
drastically alter the outcome of proceedings, as 1is
demonstrated 1n studies that show counsel for children can
reduce the duration of foster placement, facilitate the
freeing of children 1in foster care for adoption, and
significantly increase parental complianca with treatment

plans. He discusses how the symbiotic relationship between the

guardian ad litem and the court works to protect and promote
the best interests of the child. Finally, he emphasizes that
standards of practice must be developed and continually

{cont. next page)
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revised to assure adequate representation of children. The multtivariate model of judicial coercion was estimated.

attached NACC guidelines specify the conditions and actions

that constitute adequate investigation and case preparation,
outline options for pretrial motions, describe additional
rights and responsibilities of the guardian ad litem, and
provide hints for improved performance. 6 references.
Descriptors: background investigations, standards,
guardian ad Titem, chiild advocacy, professionals
responsibility
422112 CD-08065
Burdette v. Lobban.

Wast Virginia. Supreme Court of Appeals of West Virginia.
323 S.E.2d 601, December 6, 1984.

December 6, 1984.

Subject Code: 87

During the preliminary hearing of a child abuse proceeding,
circuit court ordered the w-year-old victim to be
interrogated by her father’s attorney without her counsel

present. In overturning the order, the Superior Court of
Appeals held that pursuant to W. Va. Code 49-6-2(a) (1984),
the child was entitled to be represented by counsel at every

stage of the proceading, which would include being
interrogated by anyone. The court also held that a neutral
child psychologist or psychiatrist may be appointed to inquire
into the child’s capacity to testify.

Descriptors: sexual abuse, child witnesses, guardian ad
Titem, rights of minors, competency, testimony, right to
counsel, west virginia
421684 CD-08023

The Legal Representation of Children in Protection
Proceedings: Some Empirical Findings and a Reflection on
Public Policy.

Kelly, R. F.; Ramsey, S. H.

Wayne State Univ., Detroit, Mich. Program in Applied
Sociology and Urban Policy Studies.

Family Relations 34{2):277-283, April 1985.

April 1985.
Subject Code: 96

Empirical findings and reflections on public policy in the
legal representation of children in protection proceedings in
North Caroiina are discussed. Because of increasing public
concern about child abuse and neglect, many States have passed

legislation authorizing legal representation for children in
protection proceedings. . To test the benefit to the child of
attorney representation, evaluations of a random sample of

child protection cases and attorneys who served {in these cases

were drawn from 20 of North Carolina‘s 100 counties.
Information was gathered from 210 randomly selected juvenile
court cases filed between September 1977 and December 1978.
These cases 1involved 375 children. A scale of judicial

coercion was developed to evaluate attorney performance, and a

Judicial coercion was defined as "the propensity of a court to
intervene in the iives of families in which abuse or neglect
is alleged by removing the child from the home, and once
removed, keeping the child out of the home for a substantial
period of time.’ Attorney effectiveness was measured by the
acquisition of a court disposition that did not involve the
chiid’s removal from the home. It was found that attorneys
generally produced no significant benefit for the children
they representec. However, attorneys who were highly committed

to their cases and who were skeptical about the need for
guardians 1in every abuse/neglect case were found 1o be more
effective than others. Recommendations for improving attorney
services to abused/neglected children include use of
specialized training in juvenile 1law or child welfare,

clearer definition of the attorney’s rotle,
methods for monitoring the performance of
children 1in protection proceedings.
(Author abstract modified)
north carolina, state law,
child advocacy

development of a
and creation of
attorneys representing
Tabular data and 17 references.
Descriptors: guardian ad 11tem,
evaluation, removing child from home,

4214D4 CD-07935

Evaluation of the Placement Project of the Support Center
for Child Advocates. Preliminary Findings.

Kenty, M. C.

University City Science Center, Philadelphia, Pa.

Supported by: National Center on Chiid Abuse and Neglect
{DHHS ), Washington, D.C., (90-CA-863), 74 pp., January 1983.

January 1983.

Subject Code: 90

This report presents preliminary findings and conclusions
from an evaluation of the first year’s (1981) work of the
Support Center for Child Advocates (SCCA), a Philadelphia
program providing legal representation for children 1in

placement or about to be placed. Evaluation methodology and
data gathering methods encompassed structured and unstructured
interviews, systematic observation, documents review, design
and implementation of an exhaustive set of case record forms,
and participation in selected agency working committees. The
organization of the SCCA is described, with attention to its
personnel, structure, community relations, and effectiveness.
A description of the agency’s operations focuses on client
flow, staff and volunteer roles, the findings of courtroom
observation, and casework. Overall, qualjtative evaluation
findings 1indicate the SCCA has achieved its class advocacy
goals and effectivaly managed 1ts operations. Specifically,
the agency was found to have been extraordinarily competent in
designing procedures to facilitate client representation.
Quantitative findings i{indicate that although few placements
have been prevented (SCCA has found that most of its clients
need to be placed at least temporarily), many placements have
been altered and - improved, and ciient rights bave been
(cont. next page)
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protected. Preliminary recommendations are (1) continuing to 420312 CD-07649
improve internal information systems, (2) increasing the In Interest of M.P.
participation of voiunteer attorneys .in the representation Florida. District Court of Appeal of Florida, Fifth
process, and (3) reevaluating class advocacy activities in the District.
context of achievements and new management in city agencies. 453 So. 2d 85 (Fla. App. 5 Dist. 1984), June 14, 1984,
Appendixes present evaluation forms and the SCCA guardian ad June 14, 1984.
Titem policy. . Subject Code: 97
Descriptors: guardian ad litem, child advocacy, right to
counsel, jegal aid, program evaluation, pennsylvania, In a juvenile dependency proceeding, the court had ordered
placement the Department of Health and Rehabilitative Services to pay
costs  and attorney’s fees to an attorney who had been
appointed guardian ad 1i1tem. The department appealed, and the
4204F3 CD-07€86 district court held that it was proper to award attorney’s
In Interest of P, fees and to require the department to pay such fees.
Wisconsin. Court of Appeals of Wisconsin. Descriptors: guardian ad litem, dependency. right to
349 N.W. 2d 743 (Wis. App. 1984), May 16, 1984. counsel, florida, fees, judicial decisions
May 16, 1984.
Subject Code: 97
4201G3 CD-07546

Parents of 2 juveniles were ordered to reimburse the county
for guardian ad 1litem fees for services rendered to their
children in proceedings alleging the children to be in need of
protection. The parents appealed. The Court of Appeals of
Wisconsin held that guardian ad 1item services are not within
the concept of 1legal counsel as used in sec. 48.275(2)(a),
which requires - parents to reimburse the county for legal
counsel provided to their child.

Descriptors: - guardian ad litem, child neglect laws,
to counsel, wisconsin, fees, judicial decistions

right

4203K2 CD-07657
State in Interest of Dillard.

Louisiana. Court of Appeal of Louisiana, Fifth Circuit.
450 So. 2¢ 977 (La. App. § Cir. 1984), May 14, 1984.
May 14, 1984.

Subject Code: 97

Action was brought against parents for abandonment of their
children, and the juvenile court appointed  attorneys to
represent both- parents and children, ordering that the
Department of Health and Human Resources pay for these
attorneys. The department appeaied the order, and the Court of
Appeal held that pursuant to the Louisiana Constitution
Article - 4, Section 13, and LSA-C.J.P. Article 95, Parts B, C,
and D, it was within the authority of the court to appoint
counsel .for the children. It was also found that the attorney
appointed was employed by the Indigent Defendant Board and
compensated by that board; therefore, the order was reversed

as to the directive to the department to pay the attorney’s
fees.

Descriptors: guardian ad litem, right to counsel, defense
counsel, 1louisiana, fees, judicial decisions

ACDAN Project January 1875 Through June 1978.

Arizona Community Development for Abuse and Neglect,
Phoenix.

Arizona Community Development for Abuse and Neglect,
Phoenix, 3390 pp., undated.

undated.

Subject Code: 90

The results of the Arizona Community Development for Abuse
and Neglect (ACDAN) project are analyzed. The project was
administered by 12 staff members, with 6 planning districts
under district coordinators. Included as objectives for the
3-year demonstration were public and professional awareness;
resource identification and needs assessment; training,
technical assistance, and resource development; service
coordination; and general advocacy. Background for the project
is recounted in a historical overview. Encompassed in project
assessments are a 3-year overview, a discussion of the state
of the art of child abuse treatment 1in Arizona, and a
statistical overview. A series of special efforts are
reviewed. A brief paper summarizes a workshop on effective
Indian  reservation efforts, used with 14 tribes Jiving in
Arizona. This 1{s followed by a scan of the comprehensive
emergency services (CES) system, an evaluation of the 1978
summenr training, and miniassessments focusing on 5
populations: Phoenix urban Indians, South Phoenix
Mexican-Americans, Casa Grande btacks, Dougtas
Mexican-Americans, and WNogales Mexican-Americans. Resource
development efforts are focused on 5 areas: resource capacity
expansion, materials development, resource Ilibrary packet
inclusions - and . locations, parenting tresource survey, and
materials distribution 1ists. Finally, the project’s changing
needs during the 3 years are analyzed. The ACDAN
organizational chart, the Advisory committee organizational
chart, and a description and roster for the Advisory Committee
are provided.
(cont. next page)
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Descriptors: state child protection agencies, arizona, Guidelines are presented for using volunteer
comprehensive emergency services, state surveys, mexican court-appointed special advocates (CASA’s) for children within
americans, native americans the child welfare judicial system. CASA’s represent allegedly
abused or neglected children, serving as the children’s

4192C4 Cb-07323

An Evaluation of Federally Funded Projects Providing
Guardians Ad Litem {in Child Abuse or Neglect Judicial
Proceedings.

Schrier-Polak, C.; Horowitz, R.; Davidson, H.

National Legal Resource Center for Child Advocacy and
Protection, Washington, D.C..

National Legal Resource Center for Child Advocacy and

Protection, Washington, D.C., 133 pp.., September 1983.
September 1983.

Subject Code: 96

Ten demonstration programs funded in 1978 and 1981 by the
National Center on Child Abuse and Neglect to collect data on
the effective use of guardians ad litem (GAD) are evaluated.
The report does not favor any one legal approach to the
independent representation of abused or neglected children,
but emphasizes that +the mechanics of a GAD program are a
product of a community’s resources and particular
characteristics. The principal evaluation tools were
questionnaires complieted by program directors and case
activity c¢eports. The pregrams offered a fertile mix of
administration and design. Some used Federal funds to expand
or modify existing programs or pay for individual GAD’s and
training. Other programs were created with Federal funds. A
few relied on voluntary attorneys, while others used lay GAD’s
or paid staff. The evaluation categorizes the GAD projects
into & models: law school clinic, staff attorney, paid private

attorney, staff-supported private attorney panel, lay
volunteer-paid attorney, and lay volunteer. It then assesses
the activities of each model with regard to the GAD
appointment, the dentention care hearing, adjudication, and

dispositon and review hearings. Summaries of the demonstration

projects cover legal mandate, management, number served, case
representation model, recruitment, training, and other project
activities. The appendixes contains the evaluation

questionnaire, extracts from State laws relating to the use of

GAD, an annotated bibliography of GAD law review articles
prepared 1{in 1980, and the final report of the Nation GAD
Policy Conference.

Descriptors: guardian ad li{tem, child advocacy, federal
programs, program evaluation, demonstration programs
4192A3 Cb-07314

Court Appointed Special Advocate: A Guide for Your Court.

National Court Appointed Special Advocate Association,
Seattle, Wash.

National Council. of Juvenile and Family Court Judges, Reno,
Nev., 237 pp., undated.

undated.

Subject Code: 96

guardian ad litem. They are trained to investigate, advocate,
facilitate, negotiate, and monitor. The manual presents an
overview of the court system, defines the neglected and abused
child, and explains how the <child gets +to court. Court
hearings are described, incliuding those for shelter care,
dependency factfinding +trial, dispositional, and termination
factfinding trial. Permanent planning is explained, and the
preparation of CASA’s for hearings is described. Guidel ines
for interviewing, preparing written reports, and giving
effective testimony are offered. A section on preparation for
factfinding hearings examines the role of the CASA at the
hearings and evidentiary aspects of a CASA‘s testimony. A
section on program administration considers managerial tasks,
the organizational climate, and the resistance phenomena. A
final section presents program models, with 4 basic structures

outlined: CASA as monitor, CASA as friend, CASA as party, and

CASA as attorney. Directory, footnotes, and appendixes.
Descriptors: 1legal processes, guardian ad litem, child

advocacy, program descriptions, .volunteer training

4191L3 CD-07310

Protecting the Rights of Abused and Neglected Children.
Miller, J.; Miller, M.

Trial 19(6):68-72, 102, Jupe 1983,

June 1983.

Subject Code: 96

In 1974 Congress passed the Child Abuse Prevention and
Treatment Act, which stipulates that for a State to get
assistance under the act, the State must have child abuse and
neglect laws that meet certain requirements. These
requirements include the assignment of a guardian ad litem
(GAL) to represent an abused or neglected child in court; a

State program requiring reporting of knawn or suspected cases
of child abuse and neglect; investigation of these reports by
the proper authorities; guaranteed 1immunity for people who
report suspected cases; availability of protective treatment
for endangered children; administrative procedures and
personnel to handle cases of child abuse and neglect; and a
campaign to inform the public about the incidence and problems
of child abuse. In court a GAL’s presence is vital to protect
a child’s rights. In certain instances, the child is also
entitled to an attorney. In 1980, the National Legal Resource
Center of c¢hild Advocacy and Protection, a project of the
American Bar Association, sponsored the first national
conference on GAL’s as court-appointed representatives for
abused children. Experience in the United States with
official, legal advocacy for children appears to be scant, but
several Canadian Provinces are providing precisely this in the
office of Official Guardian. Several American States have
(cont. next page)
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established special trust funds to bankroll child abuse
programs.

Descriptors: childrens rights, guardian ad litem, abused
children, child abuse laws, right to counsel
4191J1 CcD-07300

Do Attorneys for Children in Protection Proceedings Make a
Difference? A Study of the Impact of Representation Under
Conditions of High Judicial Intervention.

Kelly, R.; Ramsey, S.

Wayne State Univ., Detroit, Mic