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SECTION ONE 

OFFICER ASSAULTS 
1989 vs 1988 
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------------------------------------------------------------------

OFFICER ASSAULTS 
HIGHLIGHTS FOR 1989 

• The number of officer assaults increased by two percent from 1988 to 1989. 

• One of every five officers were assaulted in 1989. 

• During 1989 the most frequent month for officer assaults was October. 

• The situation in which most officer assaults occurred during 1989 was responding to a disturbance call. 
(32.6%) 

• The assignment under which most officer assaults occurred during 1989 was one man vehicle assisted. 
(41.2%) 

• The most frequent weapon used in officer assaults was personal weapons (hands, fist, feet, etc.). (83.5%) 

• Injuries to officers as a result of an assault increased by 29.5 percent in 1989. 

• No officers were killed feloniously in 1989. 
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SITUATIONS iN WHICH N.C. 

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS WERE KILLED FELONIOUSLY 

1980 - 1989 

Responding to disturbance 
calls (family quarrels, 
man with gun, etc.) 

Burglaries in progress or 
pursuing burglal) suspects 

Robberies in progress or 
pursuing robbery suspects 

Attempting other arrests 
(excluding arrests for 
burglaries and robberies) 

Civil disorders (mass 
disobedience, riot, etc.) 

Handling, transporting, 
custody of prisoners 

Investigating suspicious 
persons or circumstances 

Ambush (entrapment 
and premeditation) 

Ambush 
(unprovoked attack) 

Handling mentally 
deranged persons 

Traffic pursuits and stops 

Number killed last ten years - 15 

Number killed 1988 - 0 

Number killed 1989 - 0 

2 

2 

1 

2 

0 

1 

2 

1 

0 

0 

4 

4 

--------------------------------------------------------~ 



CRIMINAL HISTORY OF PERSONS IDENTIFIED IN THE KILLING OF 
NORTH CAROLINA LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS, 1980 -1989 

Persons with prior arrest 
for criminal charge 

Persons convicted on prior 
criminal charge 

Persons with prior arrest 
for violent crime 

Persons with prior arrest 
for weapons violation 

Persons with prior arrest 
for narcotic charge 

Persons with prior arrest 
for police assault 

Persons with no criminal 
history 

Total identified 

300 

280 

260 

240 

220 

200 

180 

160 

140 

120 

1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 

1 1 2 0 1 5 0 1 

1 0 2 0 1 3 0 0 

0 0 2 0 1 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

2 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 

3 1 2 0 2 5 0 1 

NORTH CAROLINA LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 
ASSAULTED BY MONTH 

1988 VS. 1989 

1988 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

" I \ 
"..... I \ / 

/......... " .. / ".. / -.I v ,...... ./ 
/' --

/ 

100 ~---r---+---+---;--~~--~--r---+---~--~--~---

1989 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

J F M A M J J A s o N D TOTAL 

___ 1988 
----1989 

CHANGE 
% CHANGE 

232 210 160 186 
262 206 222 236 
+30 - 4 +62 +50 
+13 - 2 +39 +27 

199 178 210 193 214 212 168 205 
223 223 251 241 236 266 232 252 
+24 +45 +41 +48 +22 +54 +64 +47 
+12 +25 +20 +25 +10 +25 +38 +23 

5 

2,367 
2,850 
+483 
+ 20 

Total 

11 

7 

3 

1 

1 

0 

3 
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SITUATION AND ASSIGNMENT AT THE TIME OF ASSAULT 

Situation 

Responding to disturbance 
calls (family quarrels, 
man with gun, etc.) 

Burglaries in progress or 
pursuing burglary suspects 

Robberies in progress or 
pursuing robbery suspects 

Attempting other arrests 
(excludes arrests for 
burglaries and robberies) 

Civil disorders (mass 
disobedience, riot, etc.) 

Handling, transporting, 
custody of prisoners 

Investigating suspicious 
persons or circumstances 

Ambush - no warning 

Mentally deranged 

Traffic pursuits 
and stops 

All other 

Assignment 

2-man Vehicle 

1-man Vehicle 

Alone 

Assisted 

Detective 

Alone 

Assisted 

Other 

Alone 

Assisted 

1988 & 1989 

671 __________ IIi __ 929 

553 • ______ ._ 582 

_ __ ... 280 
328 

_
._1.33 246 

• •••••• ~346 342 

314 

246 
___ •• 330 

1988 assaults 

1989 assaults 

867 
••••••••••••••••• 1,033 

968 

1,174 

_ 
•• 105 

112 
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OFFICER ASSAULTS BY TIME OF DAY 

1989 

485 508 
~---

298 

234 

12pm 

137 86 

WEAPONS USED 

Weapon 

Firearm 

Knife, Cutting Instrument 

Other Dangerous Weapon 

Hands, Fist, Feet, Etc. 

1988 

108 
73 

226 
1,960 

0-
o 
3 

1989 

150 
71 

250 
2,379 

95 

56 

% Change 

+38.9 
- 2.7 
+10.6 
+21.4 

INJURIES TO LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 

Injury 

Injuries 

No Injuries 

1988 

298 
2,069 

1989 % Change 

386 +29.5 
2,464 +19.1 

CLEARANCE IN ASSAULTS ON LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 

1988 
1989 

Number Assaulted 

2,367 
2,850 

Number Cleared 

2,279 
2,738 

7 

Percent Cleared 

96.3 
96.1 
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SECTION TWO 

TEN YEAR LOOK 
AT OFFICER ASSAULTS 
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I-JORTH CAROLINA LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER ASSAULTS 
TEN YEAR tREND ANALYSIS AND PROJECTIONS FOR 1990 

The assault projections shown in this section are estimates computed by a Least-Squares Linear Regression 
Method. The algebraic formula for linear regression (Y = a + bX), quite simply put, permits one to determine "Y" (the 
incidence of assault) from the relative slope of a line "b". 

The actual number of reported assaults for each year since 1980 have been used for points on these graphs 
rather than estimates for 1 00% population coverage (the difference is negligible). A projected range at the 90 percent 
confidence level has been calculated for each category and is shown as an upper and lower level change for the 
year 1989 over 1990 in the gray area on the righthand side of each graph. At the 90 percent confidence level, a 
specific change outside the projected range could be expected to occur only ten times out of one hundred. Volumes 
occurring outside the range represent a significant change, and further research is recommended to pinpoint 
possible influencing crime factors responsible for the directional change. 

3000 

2800 

2600 

2400 

2200 

2000 

1800 

TOTAL OFFICER ASSAULTS 
TEN YEAR TREND AND PROJECTIONS FOR 1990 

Actual _____ _ 
Projected - - - -

-.... 

---

80 81 82 83 84 

11 

85 86 87 

A 

2824 

2556 

2288 

88 89 90 



--------------- ----

700 

600 

500 

400 

300 

200 

100 

OFFICER ASSAULTS WITH INJURIES 
TEN YEAR TREND AND PROJECTIONS FOR 1990 

Actual ____ _ 
Projected - - - -

---
------

B 

80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 

12 

338 

247 

156 



ASSIGNMENT AT TIME OF ASSAULT 
TEN YEAR TREND AND PROJECTIONS FOR 1990 

Actual Reported Numbers and Percent of Total 

Two Man Vehicle Number Two Man Vehicle % of Total 

Actual A Actual B 

400 Projected - - - - 20% Projected - - - -

360 18% 

320 160/0 
313 

280 14% 

240 
237 

12% 
11.5% 

200 10% 

160 160 8% 8.9% 

6.3% 
80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 

One Man Vehicle Alone Number One Man Vehicle Alone % of Total 

Actual C Actual 0 

1200 Projected - - - - 42% Projected - - - -

1100 40% 

1000 38% 38.8% 

900 
932 

36% 36.2% 

800 818 34% 33.7% 
700 32% 

600 30% 
Average 798 Average 35% 

80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 80 8t 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 

One Man Vehicle Assisted Number One Man Vehicle Assisted % of Total 

Actual E Actual F 

1200 Projected - - - - 206 60% Projected - - - -

1100 099 55% 

1000 
992 50% 46.9% 

900 45% 43.2% 

800 40% 39.5% 

700 35% 

600 30% 
Average 926 Average 41% 

80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 
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Detective Alone Number Detective Alone % of Total 

Actual G Actual H 

45 Projected - - - - 6% Projected - - - -

40 5% 
38 

35 4% 

30 
29 

3% 

25 2% 2.1 % 

20 20 1% 1.4% 
.7% 

15 0% 
Average 30 Average 1% 

80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 

Detective Assisted Number Detective Assisted % of Total 

Actual Actual J 

100 Projected - - - - 105 6% Projected - - - -

90 5% 
82 4.1 % 80 4% -I 70 3% 3.1 % 

60 59 2% 2.1 % 

50 1% 

40 0% 
Average 70 Average 3% 

80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 

Other Alone Number Other Alone % of Total 

Actual K Actual L 

110 Projected - - - - 7% Projected - - - -

100 6% 

90 5% 

80 
84 

4% 

70 3% 3.0% 
68 

2.5% 60 2% 
53 1.9% 

50 1% 
Average 79 Average 4% 

80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 
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160 

150 

140 

130 

120 

110 

100 

Other Assisted 
Actual ___ _ 
Projected - - - -

Number 

9% 

8% 

7% 

6% 

5% 

4% 

3% 
98 

15 

Other Assisted 
Actual ___ _ 
Projected - - - -

........ 

Average 6% 

% of Total 

N 

.... 
4.4% 
3.9% 

3.4% 

80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 



Disturbance Calls 

Actua! 

1100 Projected - - - -

1000 

900 

800 

700 

600 

500 
Average 660 

80 81 82 83 84 85 

Burglary in Progress 

Actual 

70 Projected - - - -

60 

50 

40 

30 

20 

10. 
Average 32 

80 81 82 83 84 85 

Robbery in Progress 

Actual 

35 Projected - - - -

30 

25 

20 

15 

10 

5 
Average 10 

80 81 82 83 84 85 

ACTIVITY AT TIME OF ASSAULT 
TEN YEAR TREND AND PROJECTIONS FOR 1990 

Actual Numbers Reported and Percent of Total 

Number Disturbance Calls 

Actual 

33% Projected - - - -

32% 

901 31% 

788 30% 

675 
29% 

28% 

27% 
Average 29% 

86 87 88 89 90 80 81 82 83 

Number Burglary in Progress 

3 Actual 

7% Projected - - - -

6% 

5% 

42 4% 

31 3% 

21 2% 

1% 

86 87 88 89 90 80 81 82 83 

Number Robbery in Progress 

5 Actual 

6% Projected - - - -

5% 

4% 

20 3% 

15 2% 

9 1% 

0% 

86 87 88 89 90 80 81 82 83 

16 

% of Tota! 

32.9% 

30.5% 

28.0% 

84 85 86 87 88 89 90 

% of Tota! 

4 

1.8% 
1.1% 

.5% 

84 85 86 87 88 89 90 

% of Tota! 

6 

1.4% 

.7% 
0.0% 

84 85 86 87 88 89 90 



Other Arrests Number Other Arrests % of Tota! 

7 Actual 8 

700 40% Projected - - - -

682 
650 35% 

600 30% 
578 --- 26.5% 550 25% 

22.3% 
500 20% 

473 18.1 % 
450 15% 

400 10% 
Average 584 Average 26% 

80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 

Civil Disorders Number Civil Disorders % of Tota! 

Actual 9 Actual 10 

32 Projected - - - - 6% Projected - - - -

31 
28 5% 

24 25 4% 

20 3% 

16 18 2% 

12 1% 1.0% 
.5% 

8 0% 0.0% Average 18 

80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 

Handling Custody Prisoners Number Handling Custody Prisoners % of Tota! 

Actual 11 Actual 12 

500 Projected - - - - 17% Projected - - - -

450 15% 

400 14% 

350 13% 

300 315 12% 12.2% 

250 270 11 % 
10.80/0 

200 225 10% 

9.2% 
80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 

17 



Suspicious Persons Number Suspicious Persons % of Total 

Actual 13 Actual 14 

250 Projected - - - - 10% Projected - - - -

225 223 9% 
8.5% 

200 8% 

175 177 7% 
7.1% 

150 6% 
130 -- 5.7% 

125 5% --100 -- 4% 
Ave~age 138 Average 6% 

80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 

Ambush Number Ambush % of Total 

Actual 15 Actual 16 

26 Projected - - - - 6% Projected - - - -

22 5% 

18 4% 

14 3% 

10 10 2% 

6 
5 

1% 

2 0% 

80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 

Mentally Deranged Number Mentally Deranged % ofTot~1 

Actual 17 Actual 18 

70 Projected - - - - 6% Projected - - - -

60 5% 

50 4% 

40 41 3% 

30 33 2% 
2.3% 
1.7% 

24 ----- 1.1% 20 1% 

10 0% 
Average 27 Average 1% 

80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 
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Traffic Pursuits, Stops Number Traffic Pursuits, Stops % of Total 

Actual 19 Actual 20 

400 Projected - - - - 16% Projected - - - -

386 15.5% 
360 14% 

330 13.0% 
320 12% 

280 10% 10.5% 
274 

240 8% 

200 6% 

160 4% 
Average 276 Average 12% 

80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 

All Other Number All Other % of Total 

Actual 21 Actual 22 

450 Projected - - - - 14% Projected - - - -

400 13% 13.4% 

350 341 12% 11.9% 

300 306 11% 
270 10.3% 250 10% 

200 9% 

150 8% 
Average 238 Average 11% 

80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 
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160 

150 

140 

130 

120 

110 

100 

110 

100 

90 

80 

70 

60 

50 

260 

240 

220 

200 

180 

160 

140 

Firearm 
Actual ___ _ 
Projected - - - -

OFFICER ASSAULTS BY WEAPON 
TEN YEAR TREND AND PROJECTIONS FOR 1990 

Actual Numbers Reported and Percent of Total 

Number Firearm 
Actual ___ _ 

10% Projected - - - -

9% 
145 

8% 

122 

7% 

A.-...~---... 6% 

% of Total 

II 

c ___ ~ 

-~---5% 

100 4% 
Average 6% 

80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 

Cutting Instrument Number Cutting Instrument % of Total 

Actual III Actual IV 
Projected - - - - 7% Projected - - - -

6% 

5% 
83 ---4% --
70 3% 

58 2% 

1% 
Average 80 Average 4% 

80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 

Other Weapon Number Other Weapon % of Total 

Actual V Actual VI 
Projected - - - -

260 12% Projected - - - -

Win 
229 

10% 

198 9% 

8% 

7% 

6% 
Average 189 Average 9% 

80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 

20 

5.4% 
4.9% 
4.4% 

3.3% 
2.7% 
2.0% 

0.3% 

9.3% 

8.4% 

I 



Hands, Fists, Feet, etc. Number Hands, Fists, Feet, etc. % of Total 

Actual VII Actual VIII 

2600 Projected - - - - 88% Projected - - - -

2400 2364 86% 
84.3% 

2200 
2135 

84% 83.5% 

2000 82% 82.8% 
1906 

1800 80% 

1600 78% 

1400 76% 
Average 1,865 Average 82% 

80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 
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OFFICER ASSAULTS BY TIME OF DAY 
TEN YEAR TREND AND PROJECTIONS FOR 1990 

Actual Numbers Reported and Percent of Total 

Midnight - 2 am Number Midnight - 2 am % of Total 

Actual a Actual b 

600 Projected - - - - 20% Projected - - - -

550 19% 

500 
490 

18% 

450 17% 
427 

400 16% 

350 15% 

300 14% 
Average 385 Average 17% 

80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 

2 am - 4 am Number 2 am - 4 am % of Total 

Actual 314 Actual d 

300 Projected - - - - 14% Projected - - - -

275 270 13% 

250 12% 

225 226 11 % 0.9% 

200 10% 

175 9% 
9.3% 

150 8% 
Average 242 Average 11% 

80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 

4 am - 6 am Number 4 am - 6 am % of Total 

Actual e Actual 

175 Projected - - - - 7% Projected - - - -

150 6% 

125 5% .5.1% 

mff 111 4.3% 
100 li:~ 98 4% 

gr~ 3.6% " "-:->x 

75 
::..~:;::. 84 3% 

50 2% 

25 1% 
Average 83 Average 4% 

80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 
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6 am - 8 am Number 6 am - 8 am % of Total 

Actual g Actual h 

55 Projected - - - - 6% Projected - - - -

50 53 5% 

45 4% 
43 

40 3% 
2.4% 

35 34 2% 
------- 1.8% 

30 1% 1.2% 

25 0% 
Average 40 Average 2% 

80 81 82 85 86 87 88 89 90 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 

8 am - 10 am Number 8 am - 10 am % of Total 

Actual Actual 

90 Projected - - - - 6% Projected - - - -

80 5% 

70 4% 
68 

60 3% 2.8% 
50 2% 2.1% 

40 1% 

30 0% 
Average 2% 

80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 

10 am - Noon Number 10 am - Noon % of Total 

Actual k Actual 

100 Projected - - - - 6% Projected - - - -
99 

90 5% 
83 4.3% 80 4% 

3.6% 
70 3% 

67 
60 2% 

50 1% 

40 0% 
Average 74 Average 3% 

80 81 82 83 84 86 87 88 89 90 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 
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Noon - 2 pm Number Noon - 2 pm % of Tota! 

Actual Actual n 

140 Projected - - - - 140 7% Projected - - - -

130 6% 

I 
5.5% 

120 121 5% ·x . 4.9% . ,.0$ . 
. ~ . .. 4.2% 110 4% .~ 

100 101 3% 

90 2% 

80 1% 
Average 5% 

80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 

2 pm - 4 pm Number 2 pm - 4 pm % of Tota! 

Actual 169 Actual p 

160 Projected - - -- 8% Projected - - - -

150 7% 
145 6.7% 

140 6% 
5.7% 

130 5% 
4.6% 

120 120 4% 

110 3% 

100 2% 
Average 134 Average 6% 

80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 

4 pm - 6 pm Number 4 pm - 6 pm % of Tota! 

Actual q Actual 

275 Projected - - - - 10% Projected - - - -

250 9% 9.2% 
236 8.5% 

225 8% -
216 7.8% 

200 
195 

7% 

150 6% 

125 5% 

100 4% 
Average 180 Average 8% 

80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 
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6 pm - 8 pm Number 6 pm - 8 pm % of Tota! 

Actual s Actual 

320 Projected - - - - 14% Projected - - - -

300 13% 

280 12% 

260 11% 11.2% 

240 10% 
9.8% 

220 9% 

200 ~% 
Average 236 Average 10% 

80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 

8 pm - 10 pm Number 8 pm - 10 pm % of Tota! 

Actual Actual v 

400 Projected - - - - 16% Projected - - - -

15.8% 
375 15% 14.9% 

350 14% 13.9% 
325 13% 

300 12% 

275 11% 

250 10% 
Average 314 Average 14% 

80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 

10 pm - Midnight Number 10 pm - Midnight % of Tota! 

Actual Actual x 

500 Projected - - - - 503 21% Projected - - - -

475 20% 19.9% 

450 451 19% 

425 18% 18.1% 

400 399 17% 

375 16% 16.2% 

350 15% 
Average 19% 

80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 
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----- - ------------

SUMMARY 

During 1989,2,850 law enforcement officer assaults were reported to the Division of Criminal Information 
(DCI). This figure represents approximately two of every ten officers in the state. Of these 2,850 assaults 386 or 14 
percent resulted in personal injury. Fortunately, the number of officers killed as a result of assault is very small. No 
officer deaths were reported in 1989 and none in 1988. (An average of two per year since 1980.) 

DCI began collecting statistics in 1973, and since that time officer assaults have increased 107 percent. This 
increase may be attributed to: 

1. An increase of 24 percent in the number of officers in North Carolina since 1974. 
2. An increase in reported crime of 150 percent. 
3. A population increase of 22 percent. 
4. A 91 percent increase in arrests. 

The intent of this summary is not to suggest that officer assaults can be eliminated. The intent is to point out 
situations that "statistically" have a high risk factor; with the hope that awareness will reduce the number and 
severity of assaults. The topics to be covered are: 

1. Type of officer assignment. 
2. Type of activity or (call) at time of assault. 
3. Type of weapon used. 
4. Time of occurrence. 

As will be seen, most assaults fall into specific patterns year after year. As can be seen from charts A-N pages 
10-12 officer assignment has easily identifiable high risk categories. There are seven categories of assignment: 

1. Two man vehicle. 
2. One man vehicle alone. 
3. One man vehicle assisted. 
4. Detective alone. 
5. Detective assisted. 
6. Other alone. 
7. Other assisted. 

Of these seven assignments, three alone account for an average of 86 percent of all assaults. These three 
are: 

1. Two man vehicle 10% 
2. One man vehicle alone 35% 
3. One man vehicle assisted 41 % 

It is interesting to note that while the overall trend in two man vehicles for 1980 through 1984 was down; the 
trend for the last five years has been up. Charts A&B show that while the ten year average is 235, the 1989 figure 
was 330. This indicates a probable upward trend for the future. The number of assaults in the one man vehicle 
alone category shows an overall upward trend. This is especially true since 1983. (See Chart C&D.) The one man 
vehicle assisted category has an overall upward trend also. (See Charts E&F.) The only other category with an 
upward trend is detective assisted. (See Charts I&J.) All other categories are either relatively constant or have 
downward trends. A note of warning is necessary here. Just because these last four categories have lower 
chances of an assault statistically does not mean that they should be taken lightly. There were 313 assaults in 
them in 1989. 
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As with assignment, activity at the time of an assault also has trends and patterns that can be seen in charts 
1-22 on pages 1 S-16. There are eleven types of activity. These are: 

1. Responding to disturbance call. 
2. Burglaries in progress, pursuing burglary suspects. 
3. Robberies in progress, pursuing robbery suspects. 
4. Attempting other arrests. 
5. Civil disorders. 
6. Handling or transporting of custody prisoners. 
7. Investigating suspicious persons or circumstances. 
8. Ambush. 
9. Handling mentally deranged persons. 

10. Traffic pursuits and stops. 
11. All other. 

Of these eleven activities six account for 96 percent of the total. These six are: 

1. Responding to disturbance calls 29% 
2. Attempting other arrests 26% 
3. Handling or transporting of custody prisoners 120/0 
4. Traffic pursuits and stops 12% 
5. All other 11% 
6. Investigating suspicious persons or circumstances 6% 

Looking at these categories individually, responding to disturbance calls has a definite overall upward trend. 
However attempting other arrests has a downward trend as does handling or transporting of custody prisoners. 
Each of the remaining categories (traffic pursuits and stops, all other and investigating suspicious persons or 
circumstances) has an upward trend. Note that the category investigating suspicious persons has an unusually 
high rate of increase in 1989, (plus 85%). 

An examination of the type of weapon, (Charts I - VIII) (pages 17 and 18), used in officer assaults again reveals 
patterns and trends. In the category fire arm the trend has been down. However, during the past two years there 
have been increases. In cutting instrument the trend has been a downward slope. In the category other weapon 
the trend has been upward and in hands fists, or feet the trend has also been upward. The single category hands, 
l:st and feet averages 82 percent of assaults. 

Finally, an examination of the time of day that officer assaults occur reveals that night time is an officers worst 
enemy. See Charts A - X on pages 19-22. An average of 79 percent of assaults occur between 4 p.m. and 4 a.m.; 
with the highest 2 hour period from 10 p.m. to midnight. An examination of each 2 hour period from midnight to 
midnight reveals that each time period has had an upward trend. 

During the last ten years 22,602 officers have been assaulted and 15 of them killed. This report has noted a 
number of high risk areas that officers encounter on a daily basis. With these areas in mind it is hoped that a 
reduction can be made in these figures. 

" " 
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