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BIBLIOGRAPHIC CITATION, ACKNOHLEDGMENT OF ASSISTANCE 
AND DATA DISCLAIMER 

All manuscripts utilizing data made available through the 
Consortium should acknowledge that fact as well as identify the original 
collector of the data. In order to get such source acknowledgment 
listed in social science bibliographic utilities, it is necessary to 
present them in the form of a footnote or a reference. The 
bibliographic citation for this data collection is: 

Hernon, Jolene C., and Brian Forst. CRIMINAL 
JUSTICE RESPONSE TO VICTIM HARM IN THE UNITED 
STATES, 1981 [computer file]. Institute of Law 
and Sodal Research (INSLAH), 1982 [producer] Ann 
Arbor, MI: Inter-university Consortium for 
Political and Social Research, 1989 [distributor]. 

The ICPSR Council also urges all users of ICPSR data to follow some 
adaptation of the following assistance/disclaimer statement, with the 
parentheses indicating items to be filled in appropriately or deleted by 
the individual user. 

The data (and tabulations) utilized in this 
(publicati.on) were made avaHable (in part) by the 
Inter-university Consortium for Political and 
Social Research. The data for CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
RESPONSE TO VICTIM HAR}1 IN THE UNITED STATES, 1981 
were origtnally collected and prepared by Jolene 
C. Hernon and Brian Forst. Neither the collector 
of the original data nor the Consortium bears any 
responsibility for the analyses or interpretations 
presented here. 

In order to provide iundi.ng agencies with essential information 
about use of archival resources and to facilitate the exchange of 
information about ICPSR participants' research activities, each user of 
ICPSR data resources is expected to send two copies of each completed 
manuscript or thesis abstract to the Consortium. Please indicate in the 
cover letter whi.ch data were used. 
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DATA COLLECTION DESCRIPTION 
Jolene C. Hernon and Brian Forst 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE RESPONSE TO VICTIM HARM IN THE UNITED STATES, 1981 
(ICPSR 8249) 

SUMMARY: This data collection examines the effects of victim harm on 
decisions regarding arrest, prosecution, and sentencing and the effect 
of these decisions on the victim's perception of the criminal jtstice 
system. Five types of offenses were studied: homicide, sexual assault, 
burglary, robbery, and aggravated assault. The victim file contains 
information on personal characteristics, results of victimization, 
involvement in case processing, use of victim assistance service, 
satisfaction with case outcomes, and opinions about the court system. 
The police file information includes personal background, screening 
recommendations on scenario cases, communications with victims, and 
opinions about the role of victims in the criminal justice system. The 
prosecutor file contains variables on personal background, screening 
decisions on the scenario cases, sentencing recommendati.ons on the 
scenarios, contacts with victims, and opinions about the role of victims 
tn the criminal justice system. Data are supplied in the judge fHe on 
personal background, sentencing recommendations on the scenario cases, 
communications with victims, sources of information regarding victim 
harm, and opinions about the role of victims in the criminal justice 
system. CLASS T.V 

UNIVERSE: Population of victims and criminal justice offici.als in the 
United States 
SAMPLING: Eight sites were selected to represent regional variation in 
population size and types of victim services offered. The victim sample 
Was a systematic sample selected from 1981 prosecutor files. Every 
tenth case up to 150 cases were taken from each site. Responses from 
criminal justice officials were obtained through convenience samples of 
police officers, prosecutors, and judges all of whom were experienced 
with the five target offenses. 

EXTENT OF COLLECTION: 4 data files 
DATA FORMAT: Logical Record Length 

Part 1: Victim File 
File Structure: rectangular 
Cases: 392 
Variables: 67 
Record Length: 268 
Records Per Case: 1 

Part 3: Prosecutor File 
File Structure: rectangular 
Cases: 101 
Variables: 73 
Record Length: 380 
Records Per Case: 1 

Part 2: Police File 
File Structure: rectangular 
Cases: 111 
Variables: 66 
Record Length: 317 
Records Per Case: 1 

Part 4: Judge File 
File Structure: rectangular 
Cases: 48 
Variables: 52 
Record Length: 278 
Records Per Case: 1 



RELATED PUBLICATION: 
Hernon, Jolene C" and Brian Forst. "The Criminal Justice Response 

to Victim Harm." Washington, DC: National Institute of Justice, 1984. 
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ABSTRACT 

Jolene C. Hernon and Brian Forst 

Criminal Justice Response to Victim Harm 

Institute for Law and Social Research (INSLAW) 

82-IJ-CX-0009 

Purpose of the study 

The purpose of the study was to examine (1) the effects of victim's harm on decisions regarding 
arrest, prosecution and sentencing and (2) the effect of these decisions on the victim's 
perception of the criminal justice system. Five types of offenses were studied: homicide, 
sexual assault, robbery, burglary and aggravated assault. 

Methodology 

Source of Information: 

Data sources were (1) personal or telephone interviews with victims, police, prosecutors and 
judges and (2) responses to a mailed questionnaires by victims. 

Sample: 

Eight sites were selected to represent regional variation in population size and types of victim 
services offered. The victim sample was a systematic sample selected from 1981 prosecutor 
files. Every 10th case up to 150 cases were taken from each site. Responses from criminal 
justice officials were obtained through convenience samples of police officers, prosecutors and 
judges, all of whom were experienced with the five target offenses. 

Dates of Data Collection: 

Victims: January - February, 1983 
Police: December, 1982 
Prosecutors and judges: October, 1982 

Summary of Contents 

Special Characteristics of the Study: 

Two complementary interview methodologies were used. In Salem and Baltimore, practitioners 
were asked to explain their actions in actual, recently closed cases. In the other six sites, 
practitioners simulated their decision making processes using scenario cases and described their 
typical interactions with victims. At these sites, police officers, prosecutors and judges were 
asked to review ten screening scenarios and/or ten sentencing scenarios. Scenarios varied by 



case factors including characteristics of the victim, defendant, victim-harm, and evidence. The 
"real" cases were intended to validate the scenario cases. 

Description of variables: 

The victims file contains information on personal characteristics, results of their victimization, 
involvement in case processing, use of victim assistance service, satisfaction with case outcomes, 
and opinions about the court system. 

In the police file, information includes personal background, screening recommendations on 
scenario cases, communications with victims, and opinions about the role of victims in the 
criminal justice system. 

The prosecutors fBe contains variables on personal background, screet1ing decisions on the 
scenario cases, sentencing recommendations on the scenarios, contacts with victims, and opiI),ions 
about the role of victims in the criminal justice system. 

The judge file contains information on personal background, sentencing recommendatkons on 
the scenario cases, communications with victims, sources of information regarding victim harm, 
and opinions about the role of victims in the criminal justice system. 

Unit of observation: 

Individual 

Geographic Location: 

• 

Essex County (Salem), Massachussetts; Baltimore County, Maryland; 'fhe Thirteenth Judicial • 
Circuit (Greenville), South Carolina; Orleans Parish (New Orleans), Louisiana; Jacson County , 
(Kansas City), Missouri; Hennepin County (Minneapolis), Minnesota; Santa Clara County (San 
Jose), Caliafornia; and Multnomah County (Portland), Oregon. 

File Stucture: 

Data files: 
Unit: 
Variables: 
Cases: 

4 
Individual 
66 - 131 (documented variables only) 
48 - 392 

NOTE: Not all variables in these fHes are completely documented. The following columns 
contain data, but no codebook information is available: 

File 

Victim 
Prosecutor 
Police 
Judge 

Columns 

3-4, 227-268 
3-5, 34-54, 73-107, 287-380 
3-5, 29-49, 224-317 
3-5, 25-59, 185-278 

Each of the four files is rectangularly structured, character-numeric (BCD) with fixed length 
format. Each file has one record per case. 

- 2 -
• 
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. File Filename Description Recfm Blksize Lrecl #Records #Cases • 1 Victim victim FB .32696 268 392 392 
2 Police police FB 32651 317 111 111 
3 Prosec prosecutor FB 32680 380 101 101 
4 Judge judge FB 32526 278 48 48 

Reports and Publications 

Jolene C. Hernon and Brian Forst. (1984). The Criminal Justice Response 10 Victim Harm. 
National Institute of Justice, Washington, D.C . 

• 

• 
- 3 -
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Notes ~ 

1. The codebooks include four files: 

1. Victim file 
2. Prosecu tor file 
3 . Police file 
4. Judge file 

II. Coding values for types of file 
(located in the first column of each file) 

1.. Victims 1 
2. Prosecutors - 2 
~. Police ~ 
4. Judges 4 

III. Coding values for research sites 
(located in the second column of each file) 

1. Greenville 
2 . Minneapolis 
3. Portland 
4 . Kansas City 
5. San Jose 
6. New Orleans 
7. Others 

1 
2 
~ 

4 
7 
8 
H 

IV. The following columns are not documented: 

Filename 
Victim 
Prosecutor 
Police 
Judge 

Columns 
3-4, 227-268 
3-5, 34-54, 73-107, 287-380 
3-5, 29-49, 224-317 
3-5, 25-59, 185-278 
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Victim Survey 

INS"mtx."l'IOOS 

1. If you were involved in more than one crime recently, think About a~ 
recent crime in whidl someone was arrested. 

2, For sar.e q~estions, you can writ.e your &t\S'oIers in the blanks ptovided: 

EX ru;pl e: 

About how I:IAnY days did you attend court? • • • ,_ 1-
(IQlORE TIlE NtJMaEltS III PARtm'HESlS: 'nilS IS FOR OFFICE U~ OOLY) 

3. For other questions, you may choose your lJ\S'Jer from A scale. 

EXaT:1ple: 

How much do you agree with this st.Atement: The mayor sbould 
spend more money fighting crime. 

Strongly No Strongly 
Agree Disagree Disagree Opinion 

1 3 e 

4. Other questior~ ask you to circle your answer. 

hI e you over 30 yeur s olu? 

No •.••• 
~'ies .... 

If yes, how old Are you? 

..... :,..h 
• • 'e,...>-' 

5. If you want to explain your answers more thoroughly, use the "Comments" 
. page at the end of the boo~let. 

6. Use the enclosed envelope to mail your completed questionnaire to: 

I NS-.,',W , Inc. 
SlJite 600 
1125 15th St.reet, N.W. 
WAShington, D.C. 20005 

(U-13) 

(H) 

(15) 

(16-17) 
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I-J-a3 Doc lD ,0592C 

1. Were you or A member of your family a victim of I crime 
in the past two Ye.1rs? 

yes. . ..••••••••••••••••••• 1 
\. . 

If yes, tl'llnk about the most recent crime in which 
aorneone was arrested. 

No . • • . • • • • I • • • • • • " • • • • • • • 2 

/ 
If no, please return the questionnaire without answering it. 
Thank you. 

2. When did the crime occur? ..••••••••• . __ I_.~ 
year mon~ 

3. was soc.'IeOne ar restl:c17 

No •• 
'l'es 

4. What 'Was the cr ime: CIRCW: ALL THAT hPPLY 

BUrglary: sor,eone broke into 

1 
••• 2 

your house, you didn't see him 
Robbery: you saw a robber •• 

. . , . • . • . 1 
• .2 

Sexual assault.. .., .3 
Assault ... , ..... . • .4 
Murder. . • • . . • • • • . , .. 5 
Kidnapping •• • • • • • • .6 
Unla'Wful use of a weapon ••••••• 7 
Other, explain ___________ .S 

5. Were you or a member of your far..ily ~ysicall:i injured as a 
result of the crime? 

No • [Skip to 07) . '.' . 
Yes ••.••••• . .... 

/ 
. 1 

•• 2 

l! yes, which of the followi09 best descr ibes the injury: 
CIICU:Cl-\E 

Hinor-you treated the injury yourself • 
E)r.ergency room treatment. 
DOctor's office visit(s) •• 
Saneone died •• 
Hospitalized. • • •••• 

./ 
How many days? • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

-1-

.1 
• .2 
• .3 
• .4 

.5 

'---

(1-') 

(5) 

(6-9 ) 

(10) 

(ll-lS) 

(19) 

(20) 

(21-23 ) 



6. Ho .... much are the me<:licalbills so far? 

so to SlOO .. 
$101 to S~OO. , 
S501 to SlOOO • 
SlUOl to $5000. • 
$5001 to SlO,OOO •• 
$10,001 to 125,000. 
o,.oer S25,000 .••. 
Don't know •••••• 

. . . . . 
• .1 

. . .2 ... • .3 
• •• 
• .5 

. •. 6 
• .7 
• .0 

7. Did you lose any days of work or ScilOOl as a result of the crime? 

No ••••••• 
~Yes. • • . • • 
~ Lost my Job. • • • • • 

If yes, how many days? .....•• 

.. • 1 
2 
3 

8. was your monE-J' or property lost, damaged or stolen as a result of the crime? 

No •• 
/yes. 

If yes, please est~te the value: 

Under $100.00 •• 
SlOl to S250 • 
$.2 51 to $.500 . 
$~Ol to SlOOO. 
SlOOl to $.5000 . 
$5001 to $10,000 • 
o,.oer S10,000 • . • • • . 
Don't know •••. 

..• 1 

. ..... 

• 2 

· 1 
• 2 

3 

• 4 
5 

• 6 
• 7 o 

9. Did you see a weapon or did you think the offender had a weapon? 

No. 
/Yes 

If yes, what type of weapon? 

Gun •••••• 
Knife •••••• 

....... 

Other, explain. _________ _ 

-2-

.1 

.2 

• .1 
• .2 
• .3 

• 

(25) 

(26-26) 

(29) • 
(30) 

(31) 

(32) 

• 
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10. What was your relationship with the offender at the time of 
the offense? IF ~RE TIWI em: OFFENDER, CIRCLE ALL 7HA' APPLY • 

Strangers •••••••• 
I harJly knew hi/;\ • • •• 
I knew him quite well .• 
He is a relative, namely, III)' ______ _ 

11. Have you had any contact with the offender lince the crime, 
other than at court? 

No .••••.. 
~~es • • • • • • 

If yes, please explain 

12. Do you think the offender or sOl.'leOne he knows will return 
to hanl you or your f arnily? 

No • 
Yes • 
Kaj'Le 

13. Do you know how your case ended? 

No [Skip to 015) 
~yes • • • • • 

If yes, what happened? 

Offender arrested, but prosecutor 

• 1 
• .2 

.3 
• •• 

· .• 1 
• .2 

· . 1 
• 2 

3 

.1 
· •. 2 

did not take my case • • • • • • • ••• ftI •• 1 

~
se dismissed later ••••••• 

ffender found~. • • • • • • • • • • • 
ffender found not guilty. • ••• 

SanethiO'il dse har.penea, explain:. 

was this a jury trial? 

No. 
Yes • 

··3-

• •• •• 2 
•• fl •• 3 

•• 
• .S 

· .. 1 
.2 

(33-3G) 

(37) 

(3e) 

(39 ) 

(46) 



14. HoW did you ~ learn how your case ended? 

Police officer tolu me • • • • • • 
Proaecuti09 Attorney told me • • • 
Victi~&5siat&nce told me •••••• 
I attended the trial/heari09 • • 
I found out from the newspaper, 

Iacio, or T.J •••••••••• 
Other, exp1ain~ ______ _ 

15. 00 you know the sentence? 

No 0 ••• 

Yes , . . . . . 
There was no sentence 

.1 
• •• 2 
· • .3 

••.•• •• 4 

.S 
· •. 6 

1 
2 
3 

16. HoW much influence do you think you had in decicing thrr outcane? 

None at all ••.•••••• 
Sane lnfluence .•....• 
A great deal of influt!nce. 

-4-

.... .. 1 
• .2 

· •. 3 

• 
(47 ) 

(48) 

(49) 

• 

• 



• People have many feelif)3s about being a victim. 17. CAn you rate 
the strenc;th of your feelings shortly after the cri.J:le happene\17 
CIRCLE THE NUMlER 00 '.n:IE s:ALE ntAT OOE:S WI'I'I:I ~R ANS~. 50)£ 
FEELI~ LISTED BELOW K\Y NO!' APPLY IN YOUR CASE. IF IT DCESN'T 
APPLY, CIJaJ: S ON THE s:ALE. 

Doesn't Very Very 
Reaction App1:t: ~ ~ Strong Strong 

.A.nc;er 8 1 2 3 4 

Depression 8 1 :2 3 4 

Few that you 
will be victimized 
again a 1 2 3 4 (SO-52 ) 

Guilt 6 1 2 3 4 

Loneliness 8 1 2 3 4 

Revef)3e 8 1 2 3 , (53-55) 

Shame 8 1 2 3 4 

Shock/disbelief 8 1 2 3 .. 

• Nervousness 8 1 2 3 4 (56-61) 

Relief 8 1 2 3 4 

confusion S 1 2 3 4 

Inconvenience 8 1 2 3 4 

Grief B 1 2 3 4 

Violated 8 1 2 3 4 

Fr ustr ation 8 1 2 3 4 ( 62-{'4) 

Other feelin;, explain: 

8 1 2 3 

Other feelin;, explain: 

8 1 2 3 

Other feelin;, explain: 

e 1 2 3 4 (65-67 ) 

• 
-5-
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18. Below is a list of a few CICI!I1On problems sane people have because 
of crime. We would like to kl"lOW if you had to deal 1011 th any of 
these ~roblElns. If so, how IIllch of a problem 1& it? 
CIR:U: THE N'...MBER THAT CDES WIni roUR AtS\O 

Very Very 
Not A Small Small B1g 8ig 

Problem Problem Problem FrOblem Problem 

Loss of job • • • • • • 

~dical treatrrent costs • 

Other costs you had because of the crime. 

Recurring nightmares ••••••••• 

Need to get away from the area wher~ 
the crime was ccmnittecl •• 

Problems sleeping •• 

Divorce or separation 

Loss of time servi ng as witness 

Difficulty .ith relationships •• 

Other, explain, ___________ _ 

Other, explain'--__________ _ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

19. In your area is there an agency or office that gives service or 
assistance to victims like yourself? 

No. (Skip to 02.1J •• 
Don I t kl"lOW. • • • • • • 

~Yes • • • • • • • • • • 

If yes, how did you find out about 
CIFCLE ALL 'niAT APPLY. 

the agency? 

Police told me. • • • • • • • • • • 
Prosecuting Attorney told me •• 
A friend told me ••••••••• 
I knew about it from new&p.aper, 

'IV, or radio. 
'%hey called me •• • • • • • • • • 

.... •• 1 
• • • • • 2 

. • • .3 

. . . . . • .1 
• • • 2 

• .3 

• • • .4 
• .5 Other, explaint-. ________ _ • • .6 

-6-

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

• 

(6B-70) 

(71-73) 

(74-76). 

(77-78) 

(79) 

(BO-8S) 

• 
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20. Did you use Any of the services? 

21. 

N:>. 

/yes 
• .1 

.2 

If yes, wha t 11 the agercy cA11ed? __________ _ 
It'" 

PTnat services did you un? CIR:LE ALL 'm'.T ~PLY. 

SelF dealing with emotions • • • • • • • • • • • 01 
Help with transportation to attend court. • • 02 
Help with parkin:! fees while attending court. 03 
Payment of wi tneSI feee ••• • • • • • • • • • 04 
Financial au1lt.an::e other than witness fectl • OS 
Information About court dates. • • • • • • • • ••••• 06 
Help under.tandirt;l the leogal process. .07 
Went to courthouse wi th you • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .08 
Shelter for the night(s) ••••••••••••••••••• 09 
Referral to other catm.1Tli ty services • • • • 10 
Went to hospi tal wi t:h you • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 11 
Other, explain ••••••• 12 

We would like to know about how many ti.mes you talked to court 
officials &rout your CAse. CAn you estimate the nunber of times you 
had contact with the foll"",ing pers.ons--at court, bot tele~one, 
in-person, or bot letter: 

Police ••• 

Prosecutor • . . . . . . . . 
Judge 

Victim Assistarce Stat f . . . . . . 
Probation Officer 

Parole lbard (Prison Officials) . . . . 
Anyone else? Eqllain;..... _______ ••• __ 

Anyone else? f>cp1Ain. _______ _ 

-7-

(86) 

(87) 

(88-111) 

(112-127) 



S:'ECIAL INSTRUCTIONS fOR O. 22, 23, and 24: 

When you were 1n touch with court officials ~ telephone, in-perlOn, 
or ~ letter, what did you talk &bout? 

can you eatiJMte the percent of tUne you apent on each of the followirq 
topics. Oi vide up the time you spent on each topic so the total 
adds to 100', 

~LE: 

PI i t.h the l2!d.Q:: 

~llirq the facts of the case 
- .... hat happened, how much money was 
taken, etc. •....•••.... 

Talkill3 ab:>ut your feelims or 
problems you had because of the crime 

._ 57), 

.. _ !LO , 

Talkill3 ab:>ut court matters aOO 
whl! t was happenlnrjl wi th the case • • • • • • • • _ -L Q, 
Anythill3 else? Explain: 

Total • 1 0 0' 

PUT a:xJ IN 'lm: ~ IF l'OfJ DID Nor SPEAK 'l'O ANitNE 
IN 022, 23 OR 24. 

-8-
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IlEKINOCR: M' cxx) IN 'mE IU.NJC.S IF 022, 23 ~ 24 IXES NJT APPL'i 
IN 'iOJR CASE. 

22. PCL~CE: About how Dludl time did you speoo on each topic with 
tJie""KLI CE? 

Telling the facts of the caae-what 
happened, ~udl aoney was taken 
etc . •••••.••••..•••••••• , ___ , 

Talking about your feelinss or problems 
you had because of the crime •••••••••• _______ , 

Talking about court matters and what 
was happening with the case • • • • • • ___ , 

Anything else? Explllin: _________ _ 

---' 
Total • 1 0 0' 

23. i'roSE01n~ ~(S): .-.bout how much tir.le did you spend 
on each topic .i th t.'Ie ~ 

Telling the facts of the case--what 
happened, how much II'IOney was t.aken 
etc. , ....••.•...........• ___ , 

Talki~~ about your feelings or problems 
you had because of the crime .••••••••• _______ , 

Talking about court matters and what 
was happening wi th the case ••••••••• _________ , 

Anything else? Explain: _________ _ 

---' 
'I'OtAl • 1 0 0' 

24. VlC'l'lH ~Isr.ua: srAFP: .-.bout how much time die. you spend on each 
top i c with the VlC'l'lJol ASSl S"UN:E SVJ'p 

Telling the facts of the case- ...... hat 
happened, OOWiiiuch II'IOney was taken 
etc. • •.•.•.•...••.• -----' 

Talking about your fMlims or problems 
you had because of the crime .••••••••• _____ , 

Talking about court II\IStters and what 
was happening with the case •••••• _____ , 

Anything else? Explain: _________ _ 

---' 
Total • 1 0 0\ 

-9-

(126-139; 

(140-151) 

(152-l63l 



25. Who would you say kept you most informed about the progress of 
your case? CIRCl..E ONI: --

Police • • • • • • • • ............ 
Prosecuting Attorney • . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Victim kssistance . • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
I was never told about the pro~ress of ~y case 
Other, explain ______ _ 

• .1 
• .2 
• .3 
• .4 

•. •• S 

26. Use the scale below to show how satisfied you are about what happenee 
in your case. C IRCl..E 'I'Ht N\JIo!B!::R THAT OOE:S WI 'ni YOUR I\I~. 

Don't Know Very Very 
Doesn't Apply Dissatisfied Dissatisfied satisfied satisfied 

9 1 2 j. 
001-1 Sl.TISfIED ARE W AOCIJT: 

The first decision about 
ball/no bail 

Ho~ your cas~ ended 

HOW Sl.TISFIED AR.t: YOU AJ3f:n: 

00\01 'niE FCLW .... 'INC PECil:"E 
RtSPOODl:D ro YOUR NEEDS: 

The Police Department 

The Prosecuting Attorney 

'nIe Judge 

The Victim Assistance 
Staff 

9. 

9. 

9. 

9. 

9. 

9. 

· 
. · 

. 

. . . · 

1. 

. 1. 

· 1. 

· 1. 

· 1. 

· 1. 

. 

. . . 2. 

2 • 

. 2. 

2. 

. . . 2. . 
2. · . 

27. ~at could the legal system have Cone to make you more satisfied? 
CIRCl..E AU. 'niAT APPLY 

~, . . • 01 
• 02 

03 
• ••• 04 

HAke offender ~et treatment • • • 
Hake offender pay ~ back • • • • 
Make offender atop bothering me 
PUt offender in jail • • • • • 
Give a longer .tntenee •••• 
Hake offender stry. his full 

" •••••• • OS 

.entenee .......... . 
Hake offender go to trial • • • 
Doni t reduce the charges •• 
Keep Jne better in!onned of the 

pcoc;ress of the case • • • • • 
Let ~ express r.ly opinion IIX)re 

• • • • 06 
07 

• 08 

• ••• 09 
• 10 Other, explain _____________ _ 

11 

-10-

. . . 

3. 

3. 

3. 

3. 

3. 

3. 

. 

• 4 

· 4 

. · 4 

4 

4 

• 
(164) 

(165-166) 

• 
(167-170) 

()71-192) 



• 

• 

• 

28. No .... that you've beer. t:i1rou9h this experience, would you ~o to court if 
sometili~ like this happenecl to you again? 

29. 

.1 
.2 

In general, what are your opinions about the court system in our 
count.ry? Circle the nUl\'t)er that goes with your feeling &l>out each 
of the following statements: 

Strongly Strongly No 
-'9ree -'9ree Diu9ree DiSAgree Opinion 

Statement 1 2 3 " 
The court system is too 
slo .... and wastes a lot of 
time. 1 2 3 " 
Guilty offenders are not 
punished enou~ by the courts. 1 2 3 " 
The courts in this country 
do about as 9000 II )00 as 
.... e can expect. 1 2 3 " 
In general, judges rr~ke 
fair decisior.s. 1 2 3 " 
The court system cares 
about the victim's needs. 1 2 3 " 

30. If your area were given a lot of money or some other ways to improve 
relations between Victims and the courts, can you sU9gest what tr.e 
legal system could do to make victims of crime or their fAmilies 
happier about how their cases are handled? 

-, '-

e 

I:l 

e 

a 

8 

e 

(193) 

(194) 

(195-199 ) 

(200-20: ) 



For Statistical Use Only 

31. What was the hi~est level of school you ccrrpleted: CIRCLE TW: truHBER 
'l'IiA T OOES WI nl YOOR ANSWER. . 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 College: 1 2 3 

32. What was your total family inca:le in 1981, before taxes? Include 
~le income of immediate family members who live with you or 
contribute to your support. 

under S5, 000. • • • • 
$5,000 - S9,999 • 
SlO,OOO ~ S19,999 
£l0,000 - £l9,999 
S30,000 or more • • • • • • • 

33. Are you currently: 

• .1 
.2 
.3 

• .4 
.5 

Workin; • • . • . • • .1 
Homemaker . • . • .2 
Unemployed. • . • .3 
Retired/Disabled. • • • .4 
Student, full time. • • •••••• 5 
Other, explain~ _________ ••••• 6 

34. Uow old are you? •.•.•••..•••••••••• ____ ___ 

35. What race are you? 

Black 
\oalite 
Hifipanic •• 
Asian ••••• 
Otner, explain. 

. . . . . . . . . 

-u-

.1 
• .2 
• .3 

.4 
• .5 

• 
s+ • (202) 

(203) 

• (204) 

(205-206) 

(207) 

• 



. 

• 

• 

• 

36. What sex are you? 

• • I) ,1 Kale .• 
Female ••• • ..••• •• 2 

37. In the past five years, were you II victim of a crime 
before this crime? 

No. 
/Yes 

If yes, how many times? 

What type of crime? CIJCLE ALL 'l'HA'l' APPLY 

Bur<,:j1ary 
SeXual assllul t • 
Robbery •••• 
Assault •••• 
Hor..icide . • . • 
Other, explllin, ________ _ 

36. In the past five years, have you been llrrested? 

No .• 
/'ies • 

If yes, how many times? . • • • 

What type of crime? CIRCLE: A1.L THAT APPLY 

8Jrglary 
Sexual assault .• 
Robbery •••• 
"ssaul t . • . • 

. . .1 
• •• 2 

· .. .. 1 
.2 

· . •• 3 
.4 

· . .. 5 
•• 6 

.... .. 1 
• .2 

.1 

.2 

.3 
· .. .• 4 

!:iOlnicide. • • • • . . • ~ •. · .. .. 5 
• • •• 6 Other, explain~ _______ _ 

'nWl1< ~ FOR ~R HELP. WUL nus SURVEY '1'0: 

INSL»I, Inc. 
SUite 600 

1125 15th Street, N. W. 
~hi~ton, D.C. 20005 

\0£ WILL &:ND ~ $5.00 WInlIN SIX \o£E.KS • 

-13-

(208) 

(209) 

(210-211) 

(212-217: 

(218) 

(219-220; 

(22)-226; 
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12-6-82 

POll CE OFFI CER TELEPHOflE I NTERVI EW SCENARIOS VICTIM HARM PROJECT 9601 DOC 10: 0539( 

SITE: 
-----------------------------------------

TODAY'S DATE: /82 TIHE BEGAN: ENDED: ------"""-- ----------- ---------

I NT E RV I HIER : ________________ __ 

Thank you for allowing us to interview you. I want to emphasize that 
anything you say today is completely confidential. No one will ever be able 
to associate your name with your answers and no names or other identifiers 
will be used in any reports or presentations that result from this project. I 
encourage you to be as candid as possible. 

As you may know, t~is project is ~eing funded by the U.S. Department of 
Justice. The purpose is to study ann explain how various aspects of a case 
influence how police, prosecutors and judges do their jobs . 

This interview will last approximately one hour. There is quite a bit of 
material to cover, so I will try to keep us moving along so we can finish 
... lith in an hour . 

-1-



12-6-82 

POLICE OFFICER QUESTIONNAIRE 

DOC 10 H0539C 

TELEPHONE ~ FACE-TO-FACE 

3 
-r- -s- -,- -r -r 

I. PERSONAL BACKGROUND 

We would first like to ask you some questions about your background 
and current assignment in the del-'artrnent. 

1. How long have you been 3.11 offjc:pr in this jurisdiction? 

Under 1 year • • . • • • • • • • • 1 
1 - 3 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
3 - 5 year s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3 
5 - 10 years ..................... 4 

e' 
( 1-5 ) 

Over 10 years .•.••••.••••••.•.••• 5 (6) 

2. Have you ever been an officer/deputy with another law enforcement 
agency? 

Yes . 
No. • • • • • 

If yes, for how long .•..•..• 

. . 

. . 
( l~ont.hST 

• • • 1 
•• 2 

3. \lhat assignments have you had during the last year and how long 
were you assigned to each? 

Assignment Length 
110nths 

DO NOT HRI TE HERE 
Type 

INDICATE IF OFFICER IS PATROL OFFICER OR DETECTIVE 

-2-

(7) 

(8-9) • 

(10-12) 

(13-15) 

(16-18) 

• 



. e I. OFFICE PROCEDURES AND POLICIES 

• 

• 

Now we would like to ask you some questions about how your department's 
relationship with the prosecutors office. 

We are primarily interested in crimes of robbery, sexual assault, burglary, 
assault and homicide. When answering these questions, please think about 
typical cases of robbery, sexual assault, burglary, assault, and homicide 
you have handled in the last 12 months. 

4. Does the prosecutor have a policy or policies about the kinds of 
cases that should be accepted for prosecution? 

No ..•• [go to Q5]. 
Yes • • • • • • • • . 
Don't know ..•••• 

If yes, can you describe the policy? 

-3-

• • • 1 
• • • • 2 

• • • • • 9 
(19) 



5. SCREENING DECISION 

Now we would like to know how likely it is that certain types of 
cases would be accepted for prosecution by the prosecutor. We have 
described some case characteristics that are typical of the types of 
cases you probably see. Some will, of course, be more cornman than 
others, but all will be like cases you may see over a years time. 

[GIVE INTERVIEWEE THE SCENARIO] 

Here are the cases. Before you read through them, could you tell 
me what the interview number in the upper left hand corner of your 
packet is? [BE SURE THE NUMBER HATCHES YOUR NUI1BER]. 

Please read the first case. [READ THROUGH THE CASE WITH THE 
INTERVIEWEE] . 

Over a period of time, if you brought a group of 100 cases with 
these characteristics to the prosecutor's office, how many of the 
cases to you think would normally be accepted for prosecution? 

When you give your answer, use a scale of 0 to 100 with a being 
the condition in which no such a case would be accepted for 
prosecution and 100 being the condition in which all such cases 
would be accepted. 

As you give your answers, think ahout the variety of cases 
you took to the prosecutor over the past year. 

[ADllI tn STER SCENARIOS] 

-4-
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! 
• 

[N~ERVIEW NUMBER 20 POLICE/HCREENING 

•• 
~**************~******************~***i************************~****t.************ 

CASE NUNBER 1 

JFFENSE: 
JIC/DEF RELATIONSHIP: 
~RIOR CRIMINAL RECORD: 
:'HYSICAL tN.JURY: 

SEX OF VICTIM: 
;GE OF VICTIM: 
:' S '( C H 0 LOG l CAL t N .J IJ R Y : 

ARMED ROBBERY ON A CITY STREET 
STRANGERS 
DEFENDANT HAS NO PRIOR RECORD 
INJURY RElllJIRtNG 10 DAYS 

HOSPITALIZATION 
FEMALE 
65 YE'ARS ClL[1 
VIr.TIM DOES NOT NEED 

PSYCHOLOGICAL COUNSELING AS A 
RESUl.T OF THE CRIME 

CASH VALUE STOLEN PROP: ~20 

EVIDENCE: PROPERTY WAS RECOVERED 

CASE HUMBER 2 b ~. 
OFFENSE: SEXUAl. ASSAllL T 1 \ 
I I C / D E F R E L A T ION S H IF' : 1M M ED I ATE FA MIL 

lOR r. RIM I N A L R E COR II : DE FEN DAN T HAS N I () R R F. COR [I 
YSICAL INJURY: INJURY REOUIRING 10 DAYS 

SEX OF VICTIM: 
AGE OF VICTIM: 
F' S Y C H 0 LOG I CAL I I~ • J LJ R Y : 

WITNESS AVAILABILITY: 

HOSPITAI.IZATION 
FEi'lALE 
10 YEARS OLD 
VIr.TIM DOES NOT NEED 

PSYCHOLOGICAL COUNSELIHG AS A 
RESUL.T OF THE r.RIME 

NO WITNESSES OTHER THAN THE 
VICTIM ARE AVAILABLE 

CASr. NUMBER 3 

OFFENSE: 
VIC/DEF RELATIONSHIP: 
PRIOR r.RIMINAL RECORD: 
SEX OF VICTIM: 
AGE: OF VICTIH: 
PSYCHOLOGICAL INJURY: 

WITNESS AVAILABILITY: 

• 

HOMIr.IDE 
STRANGERS 
DEFENDANT HAH NO PRIOR RECORD 
FEKALE 
25 YEARS OLD 
SURVIVOR NEEDS PSYCHOLOGICAL 

COUNSELING AS A RESULT OF 
THE CRIME 

NO WITNESSES ARE AVAILABLE 

4A 

L I KEL I HOO[I 

( 2(1- 22) 

LIKEL JHOO[I 

( 23- 25) 

L IKE L I H () 0 [I 

( 26- 28) 



• 

• 

• 

Now I am going to ask you some questions about victim harm and how 
victim harm affects the way you do your job. 

For these questions--and for the rest of the survey as well--when I say 
victim harm I mean the physical, emotional, financial and social effects 
of the crime on the victim. 

For homicide cases victim harm refers to the harm suffered by close family 
members who survive the death of the victim. 

6. Do you use information about victim harm when you make a decision to 
arrest a suspect? 

. . . . . . . 
f no, why not? 

• 1 
.2 

If yes, can you explain how victim harm affects your decision to arrest 
a suspect? 

7. In your jurisdiction who usually learns the most detail about the harm 
the victim suffered as a result of the cri~e? [Circle only one] 

Arresting officer •.•.• 
Investigating officer ••• 
Prosecutor ••••••••• 
Victim services representative •. 
Other, specify ________ -
Don't know •..••••.•••• 

-5-

• • • 1 
. • 2 

. • • . • 3 
· 4 
• 5 
· 9 

(50 ) 

( 51) 



8a. Now I would like you to think about all the various ways you 
learn about victim harm--both formal and informal ways, documents, 
conversations~ etc. 

What wou1d you say are the two or three sources that give you the 
most complete and useful information about victim harm? 

[DO NOT PROMPT. Check all that apply] 

Q. 8a Check 

r~edical report in assault, rape .•• 
-- and homicide cases 

Conversation with arresting officer 
-- and/or investigating officer .••• 

Conversation with the victim •••. 

Police report ..•..••.•.•• 

Conversation with non-v;cti~ witnesses. 

__ Photographs ..•. 

Trial testimony .• 

P 51. . • • • 

Observation. 

Other, specify ---------------------

Q. 8b Rank 

. . 

. . 

Q.9 Available 

% ---
% ---
% ---

. . . % ---

. . . % ---
% ---
eI ,. ----
% ---
% ---

8b. And how would you rank those three sources in terms of their 
completeness and usefulness? 

9. Of those three sources, can you estimate how often each source is 
available, that is in what percentage of your cases you have an 
opportunity to use each source. 

-6-

• 

(52-55) 

. (56-59) 

(60-63) 

(64-57) 

(68-71) 

(72-75) 

(76-79) • (80-83) 

(84-87) 

(88-91 ) 

• 



• 

• 

• 

Now 1 would like to ask some general questions about contact with victims • 

10. In your jurisdiction who would you say keeps the victim most informed 
about the progress of his case? [Circle only one] 

Arresting officer •••••••••••• 
Investigating officer •••••••• 
Prosecutor • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Victim assistance program staff •••• 
Other, specify •••••• 
Don't know ••••••••••••••• 

Think about the type of cases we've been discussing 

• 1 
• 2 

3 
• • 4 
• • 5 

· 9 

and the contacts you've had with victims in these cases-
both formal and informal contacts--including: telephone, 
correspondence, or in person. 

11. For cases involving the following crimes, how nany times} on average, 
do you or other prosecutors have contact with the victim or victim 
survivors about his/her case? 

Robbery 

Sexual Assault 

Burglary 

Assau It . . 

Homicide 

. . . . . 

(92 ) 

(93-94) 

(95-96) 

(97-98) 

(99-.1 00) 

(101-102) 

12. Over the past year, what percentage of your contacts were by telephone, 
in-person, or by written correspondence?: 

Telephone conversation •• 

In-person conversation. 

Correspondence . • • • • 

13. In what percentage of your cases do you have verbal or 
written contact with the victim after conviction? • 

-7-

% (103-104) 

% (105-106) 

% (107-108) 

Tota 1 100~ 

% (109-111) 



14. Now I would like to ask you about the nature of your commun
ications with victims. We have listed three major areas of 
conversation or correspondence you may have with victims. 
These are: 1) getting specific evidentiary facts about the 
case; 2) asking the victim about any kind of non-evidentiary 
harm s/he suffered, for example, problems or concerns h/she 
has had to deal with because of the crime, psychological needs 
and so forth; and 3) telling the victim general information 
about court procedures, and where and when to appear next. 

Are there any other topics of conversation you Might have 
with the victim? 

Now think about all the contacts you've had with the victims 
in the type of cases we have been discussing. 

We would like to get a broad picture of the nature of your 
contacts with victims. Of those three (or more) topic areas 
how much of the time do you spend with victims on each topic? 
Please try to apportion your time among the three topics so 
your total time spent adds up to 100%. 

a) Getting specific evidentiary facts about the crime 

b) Asking about any kind of non-evidentiary harm the 
victim experienced ego problems or Concerns 
resulting from the offense, psychological needs as 
a result of the crime. . • . . . . • . . . . 

c) Telling the victim general information about 
court procedures, and where and when to 

. . . . 

. . . . 

appear next. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 
d) Other, specify _____________ _ . . . 

• 

. r, (112-114) ---

• . % ( 115-117) ---

% (118-120) 

% (121-123) 

Tota 1= 100% 

15. In what percentage of the cases do you tell the victim how 
the case turned out: 

a) When the case is not accepted for prosecution. 

b) When the case is initially accepted, but later 
dismissed ..................... . 

c) When the case results in a guilty plea 

d) After sentencing •••• 

% (124··126) 

% (127-129) ---
% (130-132) ---
% (133-135) --- • 



• 

• 

• 

16. On average, about how many attempts (calls or in-person by 
police or investigator) do you make to contact victim-wit

:1esses when they have not appeared at an important 
court event? •• • • . . • • • . • • • . • • • . • • 

dismissed 
17. Can you estimate the percentage of ;cases that are dismissed 

because the Tictilil/wi tr.s. did not appear or was 
unavailable? ••.•..•.•.••••..•.•• 

-9-

(136-137) 



III. VICTHI H1PACT STATD1ENTS 

18. Some jurisdictions use a victim impact statement, which is a 
written, formal statement about harm to the victim. It gene
rally describes the extent of injury to the victim, what 
effect it has had on the victim's life; it may also 
contain the victim's opinion about sentencing, and so forth). 

Your jurisdiction doesn't use a victim impact statement. 
Do you think a victim impact statement would be useful? 

No. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • 1 
Yes • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • 2 

Why do you think that? [PROMPT RESPONDENT ABOUT HOW HE CURRENTLY 
GETS INFORMATION ABOUT THE VICTIH AND HOW OFTEN HE GETS IT AND 
IF IT IS USEFUL]. 

I NOW SKIP TO Q24 J 
19. Who prepares the victim impact statement? 

20. 

Probation Department ••.••.•••. 
Victim assistance program staff •• 
Victim ............ . 
Other, specify __________ _ 
Don't know ••• • 8 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

I am going to read a list of people who may use the victim 

• 1 
• .2 
. .3 

. . .4 
. . 9 

impact statement. Can you tell me if they use it and at which 
stage of prosecution. (Circle all that apply) 

Don't Not Plea Other, 
Know Used Brgn Sent Parole 

Pl'osecutor 9 1 2 3 4 5 
Judge 9 1 2 3 4 5 
Probation Officer 9 1 2 3 4 5 
Parole Board 9 1 2 3 4 5 
Victim Assistance Staff 9 1 2 3 4 5 
Other, spec ify 9 1 2 3 4 5 

-10-

• 

( 141) 

• 
( 142 ) 

spec. 

(143-148) 
(149-154) 
(155-160) 
(161-166) 
(167-172) 
( 173-,) 



• 

• 

• 

[ ASK Q20-22 ONLY IF PROSECUTOR USES THE VICTIM IMPACT STATEMENT • 

21. Now look at the scale on Card B. Using the choices on Card B 
please indicate how reliable the information in the victim impact 
statement is? By reliable I mean accurate and complete. • • • (179) 

CARD B 

1 - Never or rarely reliable 
2 - Often reliable 
3 - Always or nearly always reliable 
4 - Don't know/never or rarely used 

22. In what percentage of cases of the type we have been discussing was a 
vict im impact statement ava il ab 1 e for you to read? • __ % (180-181) 

23. Please describe how you use it. 

IV. VICTII1 ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS 

24. Does your jurisdiction provide services to victims either through 
your own offices or through outside agencies? (Circle all that apply) 

No ••. [skip to Q2BJ •••••• 
Yes, through our office .• 
es, through outside agencies ....•. 

Don't know .• [skip to Q28J •• 

• • 1 
• .2 
· .3 
· .4 

What is the name of the victim services agency you are ~ost familiar with? 

(182-185) 

25. Can you tell me what services are available at that agency? [DO NOT PROr~T 
RESPONDENT] • 

o Help dealing with emotional effects ••••••••••••• 1 
o Help with transportation to attend court events .•••••• 2 
o Help with child care while attending court events ••• " •• 3 
o Help with parking fees while attending court events ••••• 4 
o Assistance to repair broken locks, windows 

or doors ................ ., .... ., ... 5 
o Financial assistance other than witness fees ••.••• • .6 
o Notification of court events • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .7 
o Help dealing with legal process (e.g. going to court 

with victims) ••••••••••••••• 
o Referral to other community services. •• 
o Other, specify ••••••••••••••••••• 

o Advocacy. • • • II • • " . . . . . . . . . . . 
o Don'tknow .. . . ., . . . . . . . . 

-11-

• .8 
., " . .9 
• • • 10 

.11 
• • . ., 12 

(18n-197) 



26. Do you ever refer victims to an agency that provides these 
services? 

No [Skip to Q28] .••.••••.••• 
............... yes . • • • . • . .. •• f ••••• 

If ye~ percentage of cases do you 
refer victims to an agency that provides victim services? 

• • 1 
• • 2 

· . . 
27. When you have referred victims, what services did yOU usually expect 

the victim to use? [DO NOT PRO~PT. CIRCLE ALL THAT APPLY] 

o Help dealing with emotional effects ••••••••••••• 1 
o Help with transportation to attend court events ••••••• 2 
o Help with child care while attending court events •••••• 3 
o Help with parking fees while attending court events ••••• 4 
o Assistance to repair broken locks, windows 

or door s . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . e , • • .5 
o Financial assistance other than witness fees. .. 6 
o Notification of court events ••••••.•. • • . .7 
o Help dealing with legal process (e.g. going to court 

with victims). . . • • • . • • • •• • •••••••• 8 
o Referral to other community services ..•••••••.•• 9 
o Other, specify. . • • . . . . . . . . . . • • • . •. 10 

a Advocacy. .. .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11 
o Don I t k now. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

-12-

• 
(198 ) 

{l99-200} 

(201-212} 

• 

• 
..... 



• 

• 

• 

V. ROLE OF VICTIM 

For the last set of questions, we would like to ask you a few general 
questions about the role of the victim in the criminal justice system. 

28. I am going to read a series of stages in the adjudication process 
and 1 would like you to tell me if the victim is involved a great 
deal at that stage, somewhat involved, or not involved at all. 

By involvement, I mean non-binding involvement--the victim is 
consulted and may express an opinion, but the decision maker 
is not required to follow the victim's wishes. 

1 - not involved at all 
2 - somewhat involved 
3 involved a great deal 

Screening and l~$rging . . . . . . . 
Setting bail .••. 

Diversion decisions •• 

Plea bargaining .. 

Sentencing •.. 

. . . . . 

. . . 
. . 
. . 

29. Now I would like you to tell me if the amount of the victim's 
involvement is about right or if the victim should be more or 
less involved at each stage. 

1 - more involved 
2 - less involved 
3 - current involvement is about right 

30. On a scale of 1 - 5 with 1 being least effective and 5 being 
most effective, how would you rate your jurisdiction in the 
effectiveness of its response to victims' needs? By effective
ness to victims i needs, I mean help victims understand what 

(213-214) 

(215-216) 

(217-218) 

(219-220) 

(221-222) 

;s happening in their cases and being sensitive to the problems 
and concerns caused by the crime. • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • (223) 

Why did you give it this rating? 

-13-



The last question asks you to think about ways the criminal justice 
system might be changed. 

31. If your jurisdiction were given funds or other resources to create ways to 
improve relations between the victim and the courts, can you suggest 
how the funds or resources might be used? 

32. Do you have any other comments on the role of the victim in the criminal 
justice system or do you have any questions to ask me? 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TI ME AND COOPERATI ON 

-14-
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10-6 ... 82 

PROSBCUTOR TELEPHONE Im'ERVIEW SCENARIOS VICTIM HARM PROJECT 9601 00: ID: 0538C 

SITE: ---------------------------------
TODAY'S DATE: /82 ----------------- TIME 13EGAN: ______ ENDED: ____ _ 

INrERVIEWER: ____________ _ 

Thank you for allowing us to interview you. I want to emphasize that 
anything you say today is completely confidential. No one will ever be able 
to associate your name with your answers and no names or other identifiers 
will be used in any reports or presentations that result from this project. I 
encourage you to be as candid as pos,sible. 

As you may know, this project is being funded by the U.S. Department of 
Justice. The purpose is to study and explain how various aspects of a case 
influence how police, prosecutors and judges do their jobs . 

This interview will last approximately one hour. There is quite a bit of 
material to cover, so I will try to keep us moving along so we can finish 
within an hour . 

-1-



10-6-82 DOC ID ,0538C 

PROSECUTOR QUESTIONNAIRE -- TELEPHONE & FACE-TO-FACE 

2 
-T- -s- '-1- -. -.-

I. PERSONAL aa.CKGROOND 

We would first like to ask you some questions about your background 
and current position in the prosecutor's office. 

1. How long have you been a prosecutor in this jurisdiction? 

Under 1 year . • . • • . . • . . . 1 
1 - 3 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
3 - 5 year s . . . . . . . . . 0 • • • • • • • • II! • • • 3 
5 - 10 years . . . 4 
Over 10 years . . . . • • • • • • . • . . • 5 

2. \{,hat percentage of your time during the past year did 
you spend on each of the following activities: 

screening cases for prosecutorial merit . 
(issuing information/indictments) 

preparing cases for settlement or trial 

Trials [Time spent in court] ... 

Administrative responsibilities 

Other, specify -------------------

% 

% 

% 

% 

% 

Total = 100% 

3. During the past year, have you been assigned to a specialized 
crime prosecution team (e.g. career criminal, sexual assault unit) 

No. 
___ yes ....•. 

If ~~ unit was that? 

. 1 
2 

It I •• •••• ..1 Career criminal .. 
sexual assault . 
Robbery. • . • . • • • . 

. . . . . .. ...2 
. . . . . . .3 

. . . . . . . . . . . .4 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5 

Burglary ... . 
Homicide ... . 
violent crimes . 
Other, specify. 

• • • • • • • • 0 • •• ..6 
• • • • •••• • ,., 7 

-2-
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(10-12) 

(13-15) 

(16-18) 

(19-21) 

(22) 

(23) • 



• 

• 

• 

II. OFFICE PROCEDURES AND POLICIES 

Now we would like to ask you some questions about how your office operates. 

We are primarily interested in crimes of robbery, sexual assault, 
burglary, assault and homicide. When answering these questions, please 
think about typical cases of robbery, sexual assault, burglary, 
assault, and homicide you have handled in the last 12 months. 

4. DOes your office have a policy about the kinds of cases that should 
be accepted at the screening stage? 

5. 

No .. .1 
~s •••• . . • . .2 

If yes, can you describe the policy? 

SCREENIlYC DECISION 

Now we would like to know how likely it is that certain types of 
cases would be accepted for prosecution by your office. We mailed to 
you some cases with characteristics that are typical of the types of 
cases you probably see. Please look at the packet that says 
"prosecutor Screening estimates Q at the top. Do you have those 
cases in front of yoU? 

Some cases will, of course, be more common than others, but all will 
be like cases you may see over a year's time. Could you tell 
me what the interview number in the upper left hand corner of your 
packet is. [BE SURE THE NUMBER MATCHES YOJR NUMBER] . 

Please read the first case. [READ THROlX.'m THE CASE WITH THE 
I NTERV I EvlEE] . 

OVer a p€riod of time, if the police brought a group of 100 cases 
with these characteristics to your office, how many of the cases 
do you think would ordinarily be accepted for prosecution? 

When you give your answer, use a scale of a to 100 with a being the 
condition in which no such a case would be accepted for prosecution 
and 100 being the condition in which all such cases would be accepted. 

As you think about your answer keep in mind the variety of cases 
presented to your office over the past year in which there was 
probable cause to arrest an adult suspect. 

Now can you tell me how many cases like the first case would be 
accepted? 

[ADMINIsrER SCENARIOS] 
-3-
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NTERVIEW NUMBER 10 PRO S l:: C lJ Tll R / S r. R r: E N r N G F.: S T HI ATE S 

* **** *** **** ** **~. * ** ~:* ***** * **** ** ********** *~**** *t*** * * $:$:******************. 
CASE NUMBI::R 1 LIKF.LIH110D 

IFFENSE: 
IIC/fiEF RELATIONSHIP: 
'RIOR CRIMINAL RECORD: 

'HYSICAL INJURY: 

iEX Of VICTIM: 
IGt. OF VICTIM: 
'SYCHOLOGICAL INJURY: 

ARMED ROBBERY ON A CITY STREET 
STRANBF.:RS 
[IEFEN[IANT HAS ONE F'RIOR FELONY 

C.ONVXGTION 
.u~.J U R '( REO LJ I R I /II r:; 1.0 [I A Y S I 

HOSPITALIZATION 

FnlALE ~ 

COUNSELING AS A RESULT OF ' \ ) 

25 YEARS fJl.I1 L 
V 1I:T I M NEE [IS PSYCHO\. 013 I CAL fr\\ 

:ASH ')ALIJE STOLFN PROP: S20 
THE CR I liE ~ 

1,J1 [iENCE: NO PROPERTY WAS RI::COV 'E~ 

l*********************************** ******************************** 
CASE-. NUHBER :;> 

)FFENSE: 
)IC/DEF RELATIONSHIP: 
:. F: lOR r F: HI I PI A L R E COR It : 

:. W( SIr: A LIN . .J U R Y : 

;EX OF VTCTIM: 
~ G E 0 F V leT I ~1 : 
:. S 'fi:HO\..OG.£ CAl.. I ~~ .IUR '( : 

JITNFSS AVAILABILITY: 

SF.:XUAI_ ASSAllL T 
IMMEDIATE FAMIl.Y 
D£FENOANT HAS ONE PRIOR FF.:LONY 

CONVICTION 
I N .I U R '( ,:;: E Q II I R trw 1 0 )) A Y S 

H 0 S ~' I TAL I Z H T ION 
FHI:iL E 
10 YEARS OLD 
VICTIM NEEDS PSYCHOLOGICAL 

COUNSELING AS A RESULT OF 
THE CRIME 

ONE WITNESS OTHI::R THAN THE 
'JICTIM IS AVAIL.ABLE 

LIKELIHOOD 

~******************~***t******************~********i**~************************** 

CASE NUMBER 3 

JFFENSE: 
Jlr/nEF RELATIONSHIP: 
PRIOR CRIMINAL RF.:CORn: 
~;EX OF VICTIM: 
~GF. OF VIr.TIM: 
PSYCHOLOGICAL INJURY: 

WIT N E S S A V A .[ LAB I L J T '( : 

HmlICIDE 
STRANGERS 
DEFF.tHIANT HAS NI) PRIOR RF.CORtI 
HALE 
?5 YEARS OLD 
SURVIVORS no NOT NEED 

P S '( C H () LOG J C A I.. C 0 lJ N ~ ELI N GAS A 
l~tSIJt.T OF THE CRIME 

NO l4IJTHFSS~S AF:E AVAtLABLE 

3A 

LIKELIHOOD 

( 31- 33) 

(34 - 54) 

Case #4 - Case #10 • 



• 

• 

• 

6. 

SENTENCING DECISION 

Now we would like to ask you about sentencing practices. 

Again think about all the cases of robbery, burglary, assault, sexual 
assault and homicide you've handled in the past year. In what 
percentage did you make recommendations to the judge about the 
sentence? . . . . . . e , • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • , 

You should have another set of case characteristics that say 
Prosecutor sentencing Recommendations at the top, and a scale of 
possible penalities. I would like you to think about what kind 
of sentence you would recommend to the judge in these cases. 

\oJhat is the interview number in the upper left corner? [BE SURE 
IT MATCHES YOUR NUMBER) . 

Now please read the first case. [READ IT WITH TIlE INTERVIEWEE). 

If the judge asked you to recommend a sentence in a sample of 100 
cases with these characteristics what sentence do you think you 
would recommend on average? 

Use the sentencing scale attached to the cases to give your answer . 
You may choose anyone of the penalties on the scale or any combi
nation of the five types of penalties. For example, straight prison 
time without probation or a fine, or a combination of probation and 
a fine, or a ·split sentence- involving some prison time followed 
by some probation time. You may also assume that the case has 
been disposed of in adult court, not juvenile court. 

Please tell me what sentence you would recommend to the judge in 
this case. 

[ADMINISI'ER SEHI'EOCING SCENARIOS] 

-4-
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I 
INCARCERATION 

0 = no prison time 

1 = up to 6 mos. time 

2 = 7 rros. to 1 yr. 

3 = 13 mos. to 2 yrs. 

4 = 25 ros. to 4 yrs. 

5 = 49 mos. to 10 yrs. 

6 = 121 mos. to 20 yrs. 

7 = more than 20 yrs. 

F 
FINE 

0 = no fine 

1 = $1 to 100 

2 = $101 to 500 

3 = $501 to 1000 

4 = $1001 to 5000 

5 = $5001 to 10,000 

6 = more than $10,000 

CARD E 

SENTEOCING SCALE 

R 
RES'rlTUTION 

0 = no restitution 

1 = restitution 

-5-

P 
PRO&.TION 

o = no probation 

1 = up to 6 mos. probation 

2 = 7 mos. to 1 yr. 

3 = 13 mos. to 2 yrs. 

4 = 25 mos. to 4 yrs. 

5 = 49 rros. to 10 yrs. 

6 = more than 10 yrs. 

CS 
COMtVNITY SERVICE 

o = no community service 

1 = community service 

• 

• 

• 
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NOW I am going to ask you some questions ar>out victim harm and how 
victim harm affects how you do your job. 

For these questions--and for the rest of the survey as well--when I say 
victim harm I mean the physical, emotional, financial and social effects 
of the crime on the victim. 

For homicide cases victim harm refers to the harm suffered by close family 
members who survive the death of the victim. 

7. In your jurisdiction who usually learns the most detail about the harrn 
the victim suffered as a result of the crime? [Circle only one] 

Arresting officer • . • • 
Investigating officer • • . . 
Prosecutor •.....•• 
Victim services representative. 
Other, specify __________________ __ 
rx:m't know. . . 

. 1 
• • • • • 2 

3 
. 4 

.• 5 
9 

8. DO you use information about victim harm when you make a decision about 
cases you handle? 

o. .. 1 . . . . . .2 

If no, why not? [GO TO Q.9a] 

In the next question, I am going to ask you to measure the impact 
that victim harm has on your decision making. I would like you to 
think about a scale of 1 to 5 where one means victim harm has no 
impact and 5 means victim harms has a great deal of impact. I am 
going to read a series of stages of case processing and I would like 
you to tell me where on the scale you would place victim harm as a 
factor in decisions you make at each stage. If you do not make decisions 
at a particular stage, just say you don't participate at that stage. 

No Impact 1 2 3 4 5 A Great Deal of Impact 

(9=PROSECUTOR I>CES Nor MAKE DECISIONS AT THIS srAGE) 

HoW much impact does victim harm have: 

o when you decide to accept or 
reject a case. 

o when charges are filed . 

o at the time bail is set .. 

o during plea negotiations . 

o when yuu recommend a sentence to the judge . 
-6-
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(108) 

(109) 

• 
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(110-114 ) 



• 

• 

• 

9a. Now I would like you to think about all the various ways you 
learn about victim harm--both formal and informal ways, documents, 
conversations, etc. 

What would you say are the two or three sources that give you the 
most complete and useful information about victim harm? 

Q. 9a Check 

[DO NOT PROMPT. Check all that apply] 

Q. 9b Rank Q .10 Available 

Medical report in assault, rape. • . 
-- and homicide cases 

Conversation with arresting officer 
and/or investigating officer. 

Conversation with the victim. . . . 

% 

% - -:;.--

% -----

Police report. · · · · · · · · · . . '% ---
Conversation with non-victim witnesses. ----
Photographs. . · · · · · · · · · ---
Trial testimony. ---
PSI. . . . . · · · · · · · · . . . ---
Observation. . · · · · ---
Other, specify ---

9b., And how would you rank those three sources in terms of their 
completeness and usefulness? 

10. Of those three sources, can you estimate how often each 
source is available, that is in what percentage of your cases 
you have an opportunity to use each source . 

-7-

% 

% 

% 

% 

% 

% 

(115-118) 

(119-122) 

(123-·126 ) 

(127-130) 

(131-134) 

(135-138) 

(139-142 ) 

(143-146) 

(147-150) 

(151-154) 



Now I would like to ask some general questions about contact with victims • • 11. In your jurisdiction who would you say keeps the victim most informed 
about the progress of his case? [Circle only one] 

Arresting officer •.•.••••••• 
Investigating officer ••••.•• 
Prosecutor . • • • • • • . • • • 
Victim assistance program staff .• 

· 1 
• • • • 2 
• • • • 3 

· 4 
Other, specify ••.•• · 5 
!)On' t know • • • • . • • • • • • · 9 

Think about the type of cases we've been discussing 
and the contacts you've had with victims in these cases-
both formal and informal contacts--including: telephone, 
correspondence, or in person. 

12. For cases involving the following crimes, how many times, on average, 
do you or other prosecutors have contact with the victim or victim 
survivors about his/her case? 

Robbery . . . . · · · · · · . . . --
Sexual Assault . . . . . · · · · · · . · . . . --
Burglary · · · · · --
Assault . · · · · · · --
Homicide · · · · · . · --

13. Over the past year, what percentage of your contacts were by telephone, 
in-person, or by written correspondence?: 

Telephone conversation • • % 

In-person conversation . % 

(155) 

(156-157) 

(158-15. 

(160-161) 

(162-163) 

(164-165 ) 

(166-167) 

(168-169) 

Correspondence . • • • • % (170-171) 

14. In what percentage of your cases do you have verbal or 
written contact with the victim after conviction? . 

-8-

Total 100% 

% (172-174) 

• 



• 

• 

• 

15. Now I would like to ask you about the nature of your commun
ications with victims. We have listed three major areas of 
conversation or correspondence you may have with victims. 
These are: 1) getting specific evidentiary facts about the 
case: 2) asking the victim about any kind of non-evidentiary 
harm s/he suffered, for example, problems or concerns h/she 
has had to deal with because of the crime, psychological needs 
and so forth: and 3) telling the victim general information 
about court procedures, and where and when to appear next. 

Are there any other topics of conversation you might have 
with the victim? 

Now think about all the contacts you've had with the victims 
in the type of cases we have been discussing. 

We would like to get a broad picture of the nature of your 
contacts with victims. Of those three (or more) topic areas 
how much of the time do you spend with victims on each topic? 
Please try to apportion your time among the three topics so 
your total time spent adds up to 100%. 

a) Getting specific evidentiary facts about the crime 

b) Asking about any kind of non-evidentiary harm the 
victim experienced ego problems or concerns 
resulting from the offense, psychological needs as 
a result of the cr ime. . • . . • . . . • . . 

c) Telling the victim general information about 
court procedures, and where and when to 
appear next. . . . It 0 0 • • • • • • • • • • 

d) other, specify ____________________________ __ 

% (175-177 ) 

% (178-180 ) 

% (181-183) 

_ __ % (184-186) 

TOtal= 100% 

16. In what percentage of the cases do you tell the victim how 
the case turned out: 

a) ~~en the case is not accepted for prosecution. 

b) When the case is initially accepted, but later 
dismissed. • • . 

c) When t.he case results in a guilty plea . 

0) After sentencing . . . . 

-9-

(187-189) 

• • % (190-192) ----
_____ % (193-195) 

% (196-198) 



17. on average, about how many attempts (calls or in-person by 
police or investigator) do you make to contact victim-wi tnesses 

when they have not appeared at an important • court event? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (199-200) 

18. can you estimate the percentage of dismissed cases that are dis:nissed 
because the witness/victim did not appear or was 
unavailable? •. . • • • • • • . • . • • . • . . • • , (201-203) 

• 

• 
-10-
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• 
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III. VICTIM IMPACT srATEMENTS 

19. Some jurisdictions use a victim impact statement, which is a 
written, formal statement about harm to the victim. It gene
rally describes the extent of injury to the victim, what 
effect it has had on the victim's life; it may also 
contain the victim's opinion about sentencing, and so forth). 

Your jurisdiction doesn't use a victim impact statement. 
Do you think a victim irr~ct statement would be useful? 

No. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . 1 
Yes • . . . . . . . . • • • • . . • . . • • 2 

Why do you think that? [PROMPI' RESPONDENT ABOU'l' HOW HE CURRENTLY 
GETS INFORMATION ABOUT THE VICTIM AND HOVl OFTEN HE GETS IT AND 
IF IT IS USEFUL] . 

GOW SKIP 'TO Q251 

20. vfuo prepares the victim impact statement? 

21. 

Probation Department • . • • . . . 
Victim assistance program staff ••• 
Victim . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . .1 
. .2 

. . . .3 
Other, specify .. 4 
Don't know ....•............... So •••• 9 

I am going to read a list of people who may use the victim 
impact statement. Can you tell me if they use it and at which 
stage of prosECution. (Circle all that apply) 

Don't Not plea other, 
Know used Brgn Sent Parole 

Prosecutor 9 1 2 3 4 5 
Judge 9 I 2 3 4 5 
probation Officer 9 1 2 3 4 5 
parole Board 9 1 2 3 4 5 
Victim Assistance Staff 9 1 2 3 4 5 
Other, specify 9 1 2 3 4 5 

-11-

(204) 

(205 ) 

spec. 

(206-211) 
(212-217 ) 
(218-223) 
(224-229) 
(230-235) 
(236-241) 



ASK Q20-22 ONLY IF PROSECU'IOR USES THE VICTIM IMPACT srATEMENT. 

22. Now look at the scale on Card B. Using the choices on Card B 
please indicate how reliable the information in the victim impact 
statement is? By reliable I mean accurate and complete. (242) 

CARD B 

1 - Never or rarely reliable 
2 - Often reliable 
3 - Always or nearly always reliable 
4 - DOnlt know/never or rarely used 

23. In what percentage of cases of the type we have been discussing was a 
victim iTi1pact statement available for you to read? • • • • __ , (243-244) 

24. Please describe how you use it. 

IV. VICTIM ASSIsrAtlCE PR(x;RAMS 

25. DOes your jurisdiction provide services to victims either through 
your own offices or through outside agencies? (Circle all that apply) 

NO .•• [skip to Q29] ...• 
Yes, through our office. • • • . 
es, through outside agencies. 

• 

• 
DOn't know .. [skip to Q29] ... 

. . . . .1 
. • .2 

. . . . .3 
. . . . . .4 (245-248) 

What is the name of the victim services agency you are ~st familiar with? 

26. Can you tell me what services are available at that agency? [DO NOT PROMPT 
RESPONDENT] . 

o Help dealing with emotional effects. . • • • • • . • • • • .1 
o Help with transportation to attend court events •.••... 2 
o Help with child care while attending court events .••••. 3 
C Help with parking fees while attending court events ••••. 4 
o Assistance to repair broken locks, windows 

or doors. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5 
o Financial assistance other than witness fees • .6 
o Notification of court events . • • • • • • • • .7 
o Help dealing with legal process (e.g. going to court 

with victims) ....................... 8 
o Referral to other community services ..••••••.. 9 
o Other, specify . • • • • • • • . . • . 10 

o Advocacy .. . .11 
o Don't know .. . . .12 

-12-
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27. DO you ever refer victims to an agency that provides these 
services? 

28. When you have referred victims, what services did you usually expect the 
victim to l;se? [DO NO!' PROM?'!' RESPONDEtn'. WRITE ~ THE RESPONSE.) 

o Help dealing with ~tional effects. • . • . . • • • ..1 
o Help with transportation to attend court events. •. ..2 
o Help with child care while attending court events. . .3 
o Help with parking fees while attending court events. ..4 
o Assistance to repair broken locks, windows 

or coors II II ••••••••••••••• II .5 
o Financial assistance other than witness fees . . .6 
o Notification of court events .........•.....• 7 
o Help dealing with legal process (e.g. going to court 

with victims). . . . . . . . . . . . .8 
o Referral to other community services . • . • . • • . .9 
o Other, specify . . • . . . . . . . • . . • . . • . • 10 

o AClvocacy. . . . . . . . . . . . • 
o Don I t know . . . . . . • • . . . . . 

-13-
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V. ROLE OF VICTIM 

For the last set of questions, we would like to ask you a few general 
questions about the role of the victim in the criminal justice system. 

29. I am going to read a series of stages in the adjudication process 
and I would like you to tell me if the victim is involved a great 
deal at that stage, somewhat involved, or not involved at all. 

By involvement, I mean non-binding involvement--the victim is 
consulted and may express an opinion, but the decision maker 
is not required to follow the victim's wishes. 

I - not involved at all 
2 - somewhat involved 
3 - involved a great deal 

Screening and charging .. ... 
setting bail . . . • . . . .. ... 
Diversion decisions. 

Plea bargaining ... 

sentencing . • • . . . . . . . . 

30. Now I would like you to tell me if the amount of the victim's 
involvement is about right or if the victim should be more or 
less involved at each stage. 

I - more involved 
2 - less involved 
3 - current involvement is about right 

31. On a scale of I - 5 with I being least effective and 5 being 
most effective, how would you rate your jurisdiction in the 
effectiVeness of its response to victims' needs? By effective
ness to victims' needs, I mean help victims understand what 
is happening in their cases and being sensitive to the problems 
and concerns caused by the crime ...•...••••••.•. 

h~y did you give it this rating? 
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(276-277 ) 

(278-279) 

(280-281 ) 

(282-28. 

(284-285 ) 

(286) 

• 



• 

• 

• 

The last question asks you to think about ways the criminal justice 
system might be changed. 

32. If your jurisdiction were given funds or other resources to create ways to 
improve relations between the victim and the courts, can you suggest 
how the funds or resources might be used? 

33. Do you have any other corrvnents on the role of the victim in the criminal 
justice system or do you have any questions to ask me? 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND COOPEAATION 
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JOrGE'S nrrBRV lEW SQ.'NARlOS VICTDl HARM PROJECT 9601 DCC 1D: l394M 

SI'l'E : ---------------------------
l'DDAY'S IYI.'J.E.: /82 

--------------~~ 
TIME BEGAN: ENDED: ------------- -----------

1NIE.RVIBJER: ____________ _ 

1hanK you tor allowlng us to interview you. I want to emphasize that anything 
you say toacy is completely confldentlal. No one will ever be able to associate your 
name Wltll your ans ..... er s ana no names or other identlfiers will be used in any reports 
or presentatlons that result from this project. 1 encourage you to be as candid as 
fX>sslble. 

A5 yOLl may Kno .... , tillS project is being funded by the U.S. Department of Justice. 
'l'he purfOse 15 to stua.y ana explain how various aspects of a case influence how 
pollce, prosecutors ana judges do their jobs • 

~hi5 lnteevlew will last approximately one hour. There is quite a bit of 
materlal tc cover, so I will try to keep us moving along so we can finish within an 
hour . 
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10-6-82 oc:c IO fl394M 

JUr:GE QUES'l'I~RE -- OCENARIOS 4-
-T- S- -.- ---r -,-

I. PERSONAL BACKG1UJND 

We woula first like to ask you some questions about your background and 
current position in the court. 

1. How long have you been a Judge in this jurisdiction? 

less than b months • 
7 months to 1 year • • 
13 rnontns to 2 years • 
LS montns to 5 years. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 1 
· 2 
• 3 
.4 

more tnan 5 years ••••••••••••••••••• S 

~. wnat percentage of your time in the past year did you spend 
on cr irnlnal cases • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • % 
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• 
(1·-5 ) 

(6 ) 

(7-9 ) • 

• 



• 

• 

• 

II. CAS£; PR<X.E3SING AND SEN'l'EN:ING 

NOW we would llke to ask you some questions about how cases in your 
jurlSdiction are decided. 

~~ are primarlly lnterested in crimes of robbery, sexual assault, 
burglary, assault ano homicide. When answering these questions, 
please tnlnk about typical cases of robbery, sexual assault, burglary, 
assault, ana hexTilciae you have seen in the last 12 months. 

3. \.;e hav(" aescnDea some case characteristics that are typical of 
the types of cases you probably see. sane will, of course, be 
more conlTlOn tnan others, but all will be like cases you may see 
over a year's time. 

l G 1 V1:; IN'1'ERV ID~EE 'l'HE OCENAFlOSJ • 

Here are th~ cases. Before you read through them, could you tell 
me ~hat tne lntervlew number ln the upper left hand corner of your 
p;tcKet is? l BE. SURE THE NtMBER fvlA'I'CHES YOOR NUMBER] . 

Please rcaa tne first case. tREAD THROJGH THE CASE wI'IH THE 
IN'lliVI1w:E.Ej • 

1'0 llke you to thlnk about th~ average sentence you might give 
It a sample ot 100 cases witn tnese characteristics came to you 
tor sentenclng over a long perlod of tLme. As you think about 
your answer, keep ln mina the variety ot cases you have seen in 
tne last year tnat nao tnese kina of characteristics. 

l GIVE ThTEIW!EWEE CARD E] • 

Use ene sentencln~ scale ot Card E to give your answer. you may 
cnoose anyone ot the penalties on the scale or any combination of 
tne tive types of penalties. For example, straight prison tline 
without probation or a fine, or a combinatlOn of probation ana a 
flne, C'!:' a "spilt sentence" involving some pr ison ti.Ire tollewed 
by some probation time. 

Asswne that tne detenaant woula actually serve the t~ you recommend, 
i. e., t.na t the parole board's role is min wI. You may also aSSLn"ne 
tllat ~)e case nas been OlSPOSed of in adult court, not Juvenile court. 
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I 
INCAfCE;AA T1Ot'-J 

0 = no prison time 

1 = ufJ to o mos. tim:: 

~ = I IT'DS. to 1 yr. 

3 = 13 mos. to 2 yrs. 

4 = 2~ mos. to 4 yrs. 

S = 4~ mos. to 10 yrs. 

b = l~l. rros. to ~o yrs. 

-, = mere tnan ;'U yrs, 

.F 
FINE 

o = no !lne 

1 = $l to 100 

~ = $lUl t.o ~(JO 

3 = $~01 to 1000 

4 = $100l to 500u 

5 = $5UCJl to lU, 000 

6 :. lilO.ce than $10, 000 

CARD E 

SEN'I'EN:ING SCALE 

R 
ffiS'lITUTION 

a = rIo restitutlon 

1 = restltution 

-4-

P 
PF<C>BATION 

o = no probation 

1 = up to 6 mos. probation 

2 = 7 mos. to 1 yr. 

3 = 13 mos. to 2 yrs. 

4 = 25 mos. to 4 yrs. 

5 = 49 mos. to 10 yrs. 

6 = rrore than 10 yrs. 

CS 
a:MvnJNITY SEW ICE 

a = no community service 

1 = community service 

• 

• 

• 
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Now I am going to ask you some questions about victim harm and how 
vlctlm harm atfects how you do your job. 

For tnese questions--ana tor the rest of the survey as well--when I say 
vlctim hann I mean the physical, emotional, financial and social effects 
of tne cnme on tHe victim. 

For hanlciae cases victlm harm refers to the harm suftered by close family 
members who survive the aeath of the victim. 

4. In your Jurlsolction who usually learns the most detail about the 
harm the victim suffered as a result of the crime? (Circle only one) 

AI" resting off ieer • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 
Investigating officer • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 2 
Prosecutor • • • • • • • • • • • . . .3 
Vlctim·services representative. • .4 Other, specify _____________________ _ · .5 
run I t know • • • . • . . • • • • • .9 

5. Co yOU use lnrormatlon about victim harm when you make decisions 
aDout the cases you aeciae? 

No •• [SKip to Q5] . . . • .1 
~--------------+-yes • .2 

~If no, why not? 

It yes, [GIVE Iz-..-rrERVIEViEE CARD F]. Please look at Card F. It is a 
sca.Le you can use to measure the impact victim harm has on decisions 
you maKe at varlOUS stages of adjudication. On the scale 1 means 
Vlctlffi nanm does not matter at all and 5 means victim harm matters 
a great aeal when you make a decision about the case. 

No Impact 1 2 3 4 5 A Great Deal of Impact 

(SI=JUCGE CCES NOlO Hb.KE DECISIONS AT ']JUS STAGE) 

How much impact does victim harm have: 

o at the tim: bail is set • 

o at sentencing . 

o otner, Speclty _________________________ __ 
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(60 ) 

(61) 

(62) 

(63 ) 

(64 ) 



6a. Now I would like you to think about all the various ways you 
learn about vlctim harm--both formal and informal ways, ocx::uments, 
conversations, and so forth. 

What would you say are the two or three sources that give you the 
most complete ana useful information about victim harm? 

lOO oor PfO.'.IPJ.'. CHEl:K ALL THAT APPLY] 

Q. ba l!lecK Q. 6b Rank 0.7 Available 

Meolcal report ln assault, rape. • • 
ana homlcloe cases 

Conversation with arresting officer 
-- ana/or investigating officer. 

Conversatlon with the victim. 

Pollce report. . • . • • • • 

. . 

Conversatlon with non-victim witnesses. 

Phot~rdf-hs. 

Other, specity ------------------------
Other, spe\.:ity ------------------------

--- .... 

60. Ana how woula yOU rank thos~ three sources in terms of their 
completeness ana usefulness? 

7. Or tnose three sources, can you estimate hOW often each source is 
avallable, that 15 in what percentage of your cases you have an 
oppor tunl ty to use eacn source? 

% 

% 

% 

% 

% 

% 

% 

• 

(65-68) 

(69-72) 

(73-76) 

(77-80) 

(81-84 ) 

(85-88 ) 

(89-92) • 

(93-96 ) 

8. Do you belleve the quality of intormation you receive about harm to the victim 
coulo be easily improved? By quality we mean accuracy and completeness. 

No. • • . .: • 1 

V yes ••••• 

It yes, can you suggest ways 

. . . • • • • • 2 (97 ) 

improvement might be accomplished? 

• 
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9. 

Now I would like to ask same general questions about contact with victtms. 

~~eo CQurt events are scheduled or rescheduled who usually notifies 
the v1ct1m? (Circle only one) 

Arresting officer ••••••••••••••••••• 1 
Invest1gating off1cer ••••••••••••••••• 2 
Prosecutor • • • • • • • • • • • • ". • • • • • • • • • 3 
V1ct~ assistance program staff • • • • • • • • • • • .4 
Court clerl< •••••• • • • • • • • • • • 5 
Other, ~ify • • • • • • • • 6 
DOn't know; not a concern of the court •••••••• 9 

10. In your ]ur1saiction who WOUld you say keeps the victim most informed 
abOut tne progress of hlS case? (Circle one) 

Arrest1ng offlcer •.•.•••.••••••••••• 1 
Investigating officer ••••••••••••••••• 2 
Prosecutor. . . • • . . . . . . . . • • • . • • . • • .3 
V1ctim assistance program staff •••••••••••• 4 
Other, spec1fy • • • • • • • • • • • 5 
DOn't know; not a concern of the court ••••••• 9 

11. Do yOU generally nave any contact with victims in typical 
cases ~1at result in convict1on? By contact, I mean 
botn tQrmal and informal, e.g. telephone, correspondence, 
1n person, etc.? 

No. . . . 

~{~~~t';"; · . 
1 

• 2 
• • • 3 

Ir ye~ or sometirres, in a typical 
nmv many times, 00 average, dO you 

case that results in conviction 
have contact W1th the victim about 

hls/ner case? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . __ 

-7-
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(99) 

(100) 

(101-102) 



12. w~~n victims and witnesses are scheduled to appear at an initial 
court event and don't show up, are you generally able to find out 
why they aid not appear? 

No. . . . . . . .1 
_-------1- Yes • • . . . . . . . . . II • • III 2 

~Why not? 

How ao you usually fina out? 

-8-
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• III. VIcrIM IMPli:."I' SI'ATEMEN.ffi 

• 

• 

I,';' SOme jUrlsdictions use a victim impact staterrent, which is a written, 
tormal statement about harm to the victim. It is often used by 
criminal Justice officials as case processing decisions are made. 
DOes your Jurisdiction use a vict~ impact statement? 

~. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 
Yes • • lskip to Q15] ••••••• . . . . . .2 

14. IX> yOU thlnk a victim inp3ct statement would be useful to you? 
(A victim ~pact staterrent generally describes the extent of injury 
to tl)~ victim, what effect it has had on the victim's life; it may 
also contaln the victim's opinion about sentencing and so forth). 

. 1 . . . • • 2 

[ NOh SKIP '10 Q20 ] 

b. W"IO prepares the victim impact statement? 

Probation Department. • • • • • .1 
Victlm assistarce program staff. . .2 
Vlctim . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3 
Other, specify • • • .4 
l):::)n't know ....•..•...•.••..••••.... 9 

16. I am gOlng to read a list of people who may use the Vlctirn 
lffipaC;t. statement. Can you tell me if they use it and at which 
stage of prosecution. (Clrc1e all that apply) 

r.on't Not Plea Other, 
Know USed Brgn Sent Parole 

Prosecutor 9 1 2 3 4 5 
Juage 9 1 2 3 4 5 
Prooatlon Otticer 9 1 2 3 4 5 
Parole Boara 9 1 2 3 4 5 
Vlctim Assistarce St.att 9 1 2 3 4 5 
Otner, specity 9 1 2 3 4 5 

-9-

(104) 

(105) 

(106) 

spec. 

(107-112) 
(113-118) 
(119-124 ) 
(125-130) 
(131-136) 
'{137-142) 



ASK Q.17 --Q .19 ONLY IF "lUIXiE UStS '!HE VICl'IM IMPAC'I' STATEMENT. 

17. NOw look at the scale on Card B. using the choices on Card B 
please inalcate how reliable the information in the victim 
impact statenent is? By reliable I mean accurate and 
cOOlplete. . . . . . . . . . " . . e • " • • • • • • • • • • 

CARD B 

1 - Never or rarely reliable 
~ - Often reliable 
3 - Always or nearly always reliable 
4 - Don't know/never or rarely used 

l~. In ~nat percentage of the cases of the type we've been 
Qlscussing was a victim impact statement available for 
you to read? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . _________ % 

l~. Please aeSCrlDe now you use it. 
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IV. VIC'I Hi ASSlsrAN:E PR()3P,AMS 

20. DOes your )urlsaiction provloe services to victbns either through 
your own offices or through outside agencies? (Circle all that apply) 

NO ••• lskip to Q241 • • •• • •••• 1 
Yes, through our office. • • •••••• 2 
Yes, tnrough outside agencies. • .3 
OOn't know • • (skip to Q24]. • • • • • • • .4 

wnat is tne ~ne of the victim service agency you are familiar with? 

(147-150) 

21. Can you tell me what services are available at that agency? (DO NOT p~ 
RESPCNDEN.PJ • 

o Help dealing with emotional effects .••••••• . . .1 
o Help with transportation to attend court events ••• · .2 
o Help wlti1 cnild care Wh1le attending court events. • .3 
o Hel~ with parking fees whlle attending court events. • .4 
o Asslstance to repair broken locks, windows 

or door s • . . . . • • . . • fI • • • • • • • • . . .5 
o Flnancial assistance other than witness fees . . • • . .6 
o Notltlcation ot court events. • • • • • • • • . •• • .7 
o Help deallng with legal process (e.g. going to court 

wi th victims). • • • . . • • • . • • . . . .8 
o Reterral to other community services • .9 
o Other, spec 1t y • • • • • • • • • • • • . . . . •• 10 

o Aavocacy ••• . . . . . .11 
o DOn't know •• ••• 12 

22. DO yOU ever reter vlctims to an agency that provides these 
servlces? 

No lSklP to Q24] ••••••••• 
~yes • • • • • • • • • • • 

If yes, in what percentage of cases do you refer victims 

• 1 
• • 2 

to an agency that provides victim services? •••••• __ % 

-11-
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23. When you have referred victims, what services did you usually expect the 
victim to use? [00 NOl' PRCMPT m:SPONDENr) • 

o Help dealing with emotional effects ••••••••••••• 1 
o Heip Wltll transportation to attend court events.. • •• 2 
o Help with child care while attending court events. • • .3 
o help Wltn parking fees while attending court events •••• • 4 
o Asslstance to repair broken locks, windows 

or aoors .............. ~ . . . .. .. 5 
o Financial assistance other than witness fees • • • • • • • .6 
o Notification of court events • • • • • • • • • • • • • .7 
o help ciealing 'Wl th legal process (e.g. going to court 

with vlctims). • • • • • • • • • • • • • •••••• 
o Referral to other cornnunity services • • • • ., 
o Otner, speclfy • • • • • • • • • • 

o Advocacy. . . . • • • . • • . • • • • • • <t • 

o Don't know •••••••••••• . . . 

• • .8 
•. 9 

• • 10 

· . 11 
• 12 

~4. On a scale of 1 - S with 1 being least effective and 5 being 
most effectlve, how would you rate your jurisdiction in the 
effectiveness of its response to victims' needs? By effective
ness to victims' needs, I mean help victims unaerstand what 
is happening in their cases and being sensitive to the problems 
ana concerns caused by the crime • . • • • • • • • • • • • • 

wny aia you give it thlS rating? 

-12-
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V. RCLE OF VICI'IM 

For che last set of questions, we would like to ask you a few general 
questions about the role of the victim in the cr iminal justice system. 

25. SOme people believe the victim should have more non-binding involvement 
in the cr~lnal Justice process. 1 am going to read a series of stages 
ot case processing and ask you to tell me if you think the amount of victim 
involvement in your Jurisdlction is about right or if the victim should be 
Inore or less involvea at each stage in the criminal justice process? 

1 - more involved 
2 - less involved 
3 - current involvement is about right 

Screening and charging • • • • • • e __ _ 

Setting bail • . • • . 

Diversion decisions. • ••• It __ _ 

Plea bargaining •• 

Sentencing • • • 

'Ine last two questions ask you to think about ways the criminal justice 
systenl rnlght bE! changed. 

(179) 

(180) 

(181) 

(182) 

(183) 

26. lr your Jurlsolction were given funds or other resources to create ways to 
lrnprove the relatlonship between the victim and the courts, can you suggest 
now toe tunds or resources might be used? 
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2/. If a aetendant is convicted upon a plea or after a trial do you think 
eiVll damages should be awarded to the victim? 

~NO . . . . • · · · · · · . . · · · .1 
Yes. . . . · · · · · . · · · .2 
sometimes. • · · · · • .3 
DOn't know · · · · · · · . . . . · · · .4 

~>If no, why not? 

,II 
It yes or sometlmes, can you suggest what mechanics might be used? 

Do you nave any other conments on the role of the victim in the cr iminal 
justice system? 

-14-
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