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BJS Statisticians 

In 1990, an estimated 168,000 persons 
ANere convicted of drug trafficking, accord
~ng to the most recent national survey 

of felony sentencing In State courts. That 
number is more than twice the number 
convicted In 1986, the year the survey was 
first conducted. An estimated 49% of drug 
traffickers received a State prison sen
tence in 1990, up from 37% in 1986. 

Other results include the following: 

• Drug traffickers (20%) and drug pos
sessors (13%) together made up 33% 
of felons convicted in State courts in 1990. 
Violent offenders, consisting of murderers 
(1%), rapists (2%), robbers (6%), assault
ers (7%), and others convicted of a violent 
crime (2%) together made up 18%. 
Burglars (13%) and larcenists (14%) 
made up most of the rest. 

• State courts sentenced 46% of convicted 
felons to a State prison and 25% to a local 
jail (usually for a year or less). The 
remaining 29% were sentenced to straight 
probation with no jail or prison time to 
serve. 

e. State courts sentenced to death 2% 
of those convicted of murder. 

• The average sentence to local jail was 
8 months. The average probation sen
tence was about 3% years. 

The 1990 National Judicial Reporting 
Program (NJRP), a biennial collection 
of sentencing data from a sample of 
felony trial courts In 300 counties, is 
deSigned to provide national estimates 
of the number of felony convictions and 
the types of sentences Imposed after 
conviction. The statistical series, begun 
in 1986, documents al1 estimated 42% 
Increase in the number of felony con
victions over the period, from about 
583,000 to more than 829,000 In 1990. 

About 92,000 addltlonal felony drug 
trafficking offenders were sentenced In 
1990 compared to 1986, accounting for 
about 37% of the total increase during 
the 4-year period. In 1986 drug 

<I Felons sentenced to a State prison 
in 1990 had an average sentence of 6% 
years but were likely to serve a third 
of that sentence - or about 2 years
before release, assuming that current 
release policles continued. 

• About 78% of felons had one felony 
conviction offense, 16% had two, and the 
remaining 6% had three or more. 

• A fine was Imposed on 16% of convicted 
felons, restitution on 16%, community ser
vice on 4%, and treatment was ordered for 
7%. 

• Of the total number of convicted felons 
in 1990, 91 % had pleaded guilty to their 

March 1993 
trafficking accounted for 13% of felons 
sentenced that year compared to 20% 
of felons sentenced In 1990. 

The 1990 NJRP, an Important com
ponent of BJS's effort to provide national 
statistics on courts and adjudication, 
gives more detail than ever before on the 
types of felony offenses handled by State 
courts, Including armed and unarmed 
robbery as well as different categories 
of burglary, larceny, and fraud. 

BJS gratefully acknowledges the gen
erous cooperation and assistance of 
State court and prosecution officials 
who made this report possible. 

Lawrence A. Greenfeld 
Acting Director 

crime. The rest had been found guilty 
<It trial. 

• The average time from arrest to sen
tencing in 1990 was about 7 months. 

• Large urban counties disproportionately 
accounted for felony convictions nation
wide - the 75 largest urban counties had 
37% of the Nation's residents but 48% of 
its felony convictions. 

• Of the felons convicted nationally in 
1990,52% were white, 47% were black, 
and 1 % were of other races. Males were 
86% of the total. The average age of 
convicted felons was 29 years. 



National Judicial Reporting Program 

Yhe National Judicial Reporting Program 
(NJRP) is a biennial sample survey that 
comp~les detailed information on the 
sentences convicted felons receive in 
State courts nationwide and on various 
characteristics of these felons. Surveys 
of felony sentencing in State courts were 
previously conducted In 1986 (see Felony 
Sentences in State Courts, 1986, Bureau 

Table 1. Estimated number of felony 
convictions in State courts, 1990 

Most serious Felony convictions 
~onv~tion offen~ __ . Number Percent 

All offenses 829,344 100% 

Violent offenses 147,766 17.8% 

Murder/manslaughter" 10,89b 1.3 
Murder 7,530 .9 
Manslaughterb 3,365 .4 

Rape 18,024 2.2 
Robbery 47,446 5.7 

Armed 12,402 1.5 
Unarmed 18,778 2.3 
Unspecified 16,266 2.0 

Aggravated assault 53,861 6.5 
Other violentO 17,540 2.1 

Property offenses 280,748 33.9% 

Burglary 109,750 13.2 
Residential 18,659 2.2 
Nonresidential 40,155 4.8 
Unspecified 50,936 6.1 

Larceny 113,094 13.6 
Motor vehicle theft 21.065 2.5 
Other theftd 92,029 11.1 

Fraud8/forgery 57,904 7.0 
Fraud" 26,877 3.2 
Forgery 31,027 3.7 

Drug offenses 274,613 33.1 % 

Possession 106,253 12.8 
Trafficking 168,360 20.3 

Marijuana 16,613 2.0 
Other 115,796 14.0 
Unspecified 35,951 4.3 

Weapons offenses 20,733 2.5% 

Other offenses' 105,484 12.7% 

Note: Detail may not sum to total due to rounding. 
Data specifying the conviction offense were 
available for 100% 01 the sample. 
"Manslaughter defined as nonnegligent man
slaughter only. 
bManslaughter defined as nonnegligent man
slaughter only. Where a case was known to be 
murder or nonnegligant manslaughter, but which 
of the two was unknown (a smali number of cases), 
the case was classified under manslaughter. 
clncludes offenses such as negligent manslaughter, 
sexual assault, and kidnaping. 
dlncludes a small number unspecified. 
81ncludes embezzlement. 
'Composed of nonviolent offenses such as 
receiving stolen property and driving while 
intoxicated. 

of Justice Statistics, NCJ-11521 0, 
February 1989) and In 1988 (see Felony 
Sentences In State Courts, 1988, Bureau 
of Justice Statistics, NCJ-126923, 
December 1990). 

The 1990 survey was based on a sample 
of 300 counties selected to be nationally 
representative. The sample consisted 
of the same jurisdictions as In the 1988 
survey and Included the District of Colum
bia and at least one county from every 
State except, by chance, Vermont. 
Among sampled counties, two sentenced 
no felons during 1990. The 1990 survey 
excluded Federal courts and those State 
or local courts that did not adjudicate 
felony cases. Federal courts convicted 
36,686 persons of a felony offense In 
1990. That number represents 4% of the 
combined State and Federal total number 
of felony convictions during 1990. 

The 1990 survey included only offenses 
that State penal codes defined as 
felonies. Felony offenses are widely 
defined as crimes that have the potential 
of being punished by more than 1 year in 
prison. States usually designate specific 

courts to try felony offenses, although In • 
some counties more than one court may 
handle such cases, 

Two major Improvements to the biennial 
survey were made In 1990. Sampling 
was expanded to obtain national esti
mates for each of three additional felony 
offense categories: drug possession, 
fraud (including forgery and embezzle
ment), and weapons offenses. Another 
improvement was the collection of 
additional information for selected 
subcategories of offenses (table 1). 

Felony conviction offenses 

A total of 829,000 persons were convicted 
of a felony offense in State courts In 1990, 
including 148,000 (or 17.8% of the total) 
for a violent felony; 281,000 (33.9%) for 
the property offenses of burglary, larceny, 
fraud, and forgery; 275,000 (33.1 %) for 
drug offenses; and 21,000 for weapons 
offenses (2,5%) (table 1). The remaining 
105,000 (12.7%) consisted of persons 
convicted of nonviolent offenses such as 
receiving stolsn property, weapons 
offenses, and escaping custody. • 

Table 2. Types of felony sentences imposed by Stat/a courts, 1990 

Most 
serioUs Percent of felons sentenced to 
conviction Incarceration 
offense Total Total Prison Jail Probation 

All offenses 100% 71% 46% 25% 29% 

Vfolent offenses 100% 80% 59% 21% 20% 

Murder· 100 95 91 4 5 
Rape 100 86 67 19 14 
Robbery 100 90 73 17 10 
Aggravated assault 100 72 45 27 28 
Other violentb 100 67 42 25 33 

Property offenses 100% 66% 44% 22% 34% 

Burglary 100 75 54 21 25 
LarcenyC 100 65 40 25 35 
Fraudd 100 53 33 20 47 

Drug offenses 100% 72% 43% 29% 28% 

Possessio! , 100 64 35 29 36 
Trafficking 100 77 49 28 23 

Weapons off&l~ses 100% 62% 36% 24% 38% 

Other Offenses' 100% 66% 37% 29% 34% 

Note: For persons receiving a combination of sentences, the sentence designation came 
from the most severe penalty Imposed - prison being the most severe, followed by Jail. 
then probation. Data on sentence type were available for 99.4% of the estimated total. 
"Includes nonnegligent rnanslaughter. 
blncludes offenses such as negligent manslaughter. sexual assault. and kidnaping. 
clncludes motor vehicle theft. 
dlncludes forgery and embezzlement. 

... -...........--.---~-~--. --

·Composed of nonviolent offenses such as receiving stolen property and driving while Intoxicated. 
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• Marijuana trafficking convictions were 2% Sentences for felonies 
of the convIction total, and marIjuana 
possession convictions were less than 1 % In 1990, 71 % of all convicted felons were 
(0.6%) of the total. sentenced to a period of confinement-

46% to State prisons and 25% to local 
Jails (table 2). Typically prison terms are 

Table 3. Mean and medIan sentence lengths for felony sentences 
Imposed by State courts, 1990 

Most Maximum sentence length 
serious for felons sentenced to 
conviction Incarceration 
offense Total Prison Jail Probation 

Mean sentence 

All offenses 52 mo 75 rno 8 mo 42 mo 

Violent offenses 91 mo 119 mo 10 mo 46 mo 

Murder· 233 243 37 67 
Rape 128 160 11 61 
Robbery 97 115 12 50 
Aggravated assault 52 78 9 43 
Other vlolentO 57 85 7 45 

Property offenses 47 mo 65 mo 8 mo 44 mo 

Burglary 61 80 9 48 
Larceny· 33 49 7 41 
Fraucf 40 58 6 43 

Drug offenses 44 mo 66 mo 9 mo 42 mo 

• Possession 30 49 6 39 
Trafficking 52 74 10 44 

Weapons offenses 34 mo 50 mo 7 mo 34 mo 

other offensea' 29 mo '4 mo 9 mo 39 mo 

Madl!!n sentence 

All offenses 24 mo 48 mo 5mo 36 mo 

Violent offen sea 54 mo 72 ma 6 mo 36 mo 

Murder· 240 240 12 60 
Rape 72 120 6 60 
Robbery 60 72 11 48 
Aggravated assault 24 51 6 36 
Other vlolentb 27 60 4 36 

Property offenses 24 mo 48 mo 5mo 36 mo 

Burglary 36 54 6 36 
Larceny· 23 36 4 36 
Fraucf 24 36 3 36 

Drug offenses 24 mo 48 mo 5mo 36 mo 

Possession 12 30 3 36 
Trafficking 36 46 S 36 

Weapons offenses 18 mo 36 mo 3 mo 24 mo 

Other offenses· 13 mo 30 mo 4 mo 36 mo 

Note: See note on table 2. Means exclude sentences to death or to life In prison. Sentence 
length data were available for 97% of Incarceration sentences and 97% of probation sentences. 

• "Includes nonnegligent manslaughter. 
b1ncludes offenses such as negligent manslaughter, sexual assault, and kidnaping. 
·'ncludes motor vehicle theft. 
dlncludes forgery and embezzlement 
'Composed of nonviolent offenses such as receiving stolen property and driving whlle lnloxlcaled. 
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for a period more than a year while jail 
terms are for a year or less. An estimated 
29% of all convicted felons were 
sentenced to probation with no Jail 
or prison time to serve. 

Sentence length 

An offender convicted of multiple offenses 
receives a sentence for each offense. 
If the court Imposes multiple prison 
sentences, a determination Is made 
whether the convicted felon will Sf-"ve the 
sentences concurrently (at the same time) 
or consecutively (one after another). For 
persons with consecutive sentences, the 
total time Is the sum of the sentence 
lengths, and for persons with concurrent 
sentences, the total time Is the same as 
the longest sentence. For persons 
convicted of a single offense the total time 
refers simply to the sentence for that 
offense. Whenever an offender received 
a prison sentence range, such as 5-10 
years, the total time refers to the 
maximum. 

Two ways of calculating averages are 
used to describe sentence length: means 
and medians. Means are sensitive to a 
few very long or very short sentences in 
a distribution and do not Include in their 
calculation sentences to life in prison or 
to death. Median sentence length, the 
middle value in the range of sentences, 
Is not influenced by extreme values and 
includes sentences to life in prison or to 
death. Median sentence lengths are 
nearly always shorter than the corre
sponding means. 

For the Nation in 1990 the mean felony 
sentence to a period of Incarceration 
(prison or Jail) was 4 years and 4 months, 
unchanged from 1988j the median was 
2 years, also unchanged from 1988 
(table 3). 



Prison sentel1Ces 

In 1990 the mean length of sentences to 
State prison was 61/4 years; the median 
term was 4 years. The mean prison 
sentence for murder and non negligent 
manslaughter was about 20 years; the 
median was also 20 years. 

Death and life without parole were 
sentencing options available for capital 
murder in 32 States In 1990.' The 
number receiving life Imprisonment 
without parole could not be determined 
from NJRP data. However, the data do 
show that, In 1990, 21.6% of all persons 
convicted of murder or non negligent 
manslaughter throughout the Nation were 
sentenced to life in prison. Among those 
convicted of murder specifically (not 
including nonnegligent manslaughter), 
31 % were sentenced to life and 2.2% 

'Julian H. Wright, Jr., "Life w~hout parole,' Vanderbilt 
Law Rev/ew, 43, 2, 1990. Note that life without parole 
does not literally mean a life sentence In more than a 
third of the 32 States that have the option. That Is, 
in 11 of 32 States life without parole means some 
specified minimum number of years a person must 
serve before becoming eligible for release. 

were sentenced to death.2 Life sen
tences as a percentage of all sentences 
in 1990 were 2.2% for violent crimes; 
0.1 % for property; 0.3% for drugs; 0.1 % 
for weapons: and 0.1 % for other. 

In greater detail: 

Sentenced to 
life In I!lson 

All offenses .5% 

Murder/manslaughter 21.6 
Rape 2.2 
Robbery .7 
Aggravated assault .2 
Other violent .3 
Burglary .1 
Larceny 
Fraud .1 
Drug possession .5 
Drug trafficking .3 
Weapons It 
Other felonies .1 

-- Less than 0.05% 

2The 2.2% figure was computed from a denominator 
that Included cases In both Stales thai have the death 
penalty and States that do not. Restricting the denom
Inator to cases In death-pEitlalty States, the figure Is 
2.5% receiving the death penalty. 

Table 4. Estimated time to be served In State prison, 1990 

NCRP 
Most percent of Estimated 
serious sentence Mean lime to be 
conviction served prison served 
offense In prison" sentence In prlsonb 

All offenses 33% 75 mo 25 mo 

Violent offenses 38% 119 mo 45 mo 

Murder· 43 243 104 
Rape 39 160 62 
Robbery 39 115 45 
Aggravated assault 33 76 26 
Other vlolentd 34 85 29 

Property offenses 29% 85 mo 19 mo 

Burglary 32 80 26 
Larceny' 27 49 13 
Fraud' 28 58 16 

Drug offenses 29% 66 mo 19 mo 

Possession 27 49 13 
Trafficking 31 74 23 

Weapons offenses 40% 50 mo 20 mo 

Other offensesg 30% 44 mo 13 mo 

Note: See note on table 2. Means exclude sentences to death or to life In prison. 
·Percent of sentence served excludes credited Jail time. Sentence length data were available 
for 98% of prison sentences. Percent of sentence served was calculated from table 2-8 
of Nationa/Correctlons Reporting Program, 1989, BJS report (NCJ-138222), November 1992. 
bDerived by multiplying percent of sentence actually served by the mean sentence Imposed. 
·Includes nonnegligent manslaughter. 
dlncludes offenses such as negligent manslaughter, sexual assault, and kidnaping. 
'Includes motor vehicle theft. 
'tncludes forgery and embezzlement. 
gComposed of nonviolent offenses such as receiving stolen property and driving while Intoxicated. 
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Jail sentences 

Among felons who received a sentence to • 
local jail In 1990, the mean sentence was 
8 months, and the median was 5 months. 

Probation sentences 

Offenders convicted of felonies In 1990 
and sentenced to straight probation with 
no period of confinement received 
probation sentences with a mean length 
of 3 V2 years and a median of 3 years. 

Estimated prison time to be served 

The amount of time felons actually serve 
In prison Is typically a fraction of the total 
sentence received (table 4). Two primary 
reasons explain the difference between 
sentences received versus time served: 
• States that use indeterminate 
sentences, for which judges specify 
minimum and maximum sentence length, 
depend on parole boards to determine 
when a prisoner will be released. 
• In most but not all States, Inmates can 
earn early release through time credits for 
good behavior or special achievements • 
and through automatic good-time credits 
- provisions that are Intended to heip 
correctional officials to manage Institu-
tional populations. 

For both types of sentence reduction, 
released offenders usually serve the 
remaining portion of their sentences under 
supervision in the community. Based 
upon data collected by BJS in its National 
Corrections Reporting Program (NCRP), 
inmates released from prisons in 36 
States and the District of Columbia in 
1989 (the most recent available data) had 
served an average of 33% of their total 
sentence In prison. The average was 
calculated for inmates who were new 
court commitments and who were 
released for the first time on that sen
tence.3 The percentage of sentence 
served ranged from a high of 43% for 
those convicted of murder to a low of 27% 
for those convicted of drug possession or 
larceny. If these proportions from 1989 
are applied to 1990 prison sentences, 
felons sentenced in 1990 would be 
expected to serve apprOXimately 2 years • 
of their average prison sentence of 6 
years and 3 months. 

3New court commitments were those offenders entering 
prison directly from a sentence by the court and not 
Irom an unsuccessful period 01 community supervision. 
Parole violators are an example 01 the latter. 



•

convlcted felon populations: 
Sex, race, and age 

148,000 persons convicted of a violent 
felony (table 5). Whites were 86% of the 
adult U.S. population but 52% of persons 
convicted of a felony and 50% of the 
persons convicted of a violent felony. 

Corresponding figures for blacks were 
11 % of the adult U.S. population but 47% 
of convicted felons and 48% of felons 
convicted of a violent crime. The other 
races (American Indians, Alaska 

• 

In 1990 men comprised nearly half of the 
adult U.S. population but 86% of persons 
convicted of a felony and 93% of the 

Table 5. Demographic characteristics of persons convlcte':i of felonies by State courts, 1990 

Percent of convicted felons 
Mosl serious Sex Race Age 
~co~n~vlc~tI~on~o~f~fe~ns~e __ ~To~ta~I __ ~M~a~le~~Fe=rn~a~le~ __ W~hl~te __ ~B~la~ck~_O~t~he~r __ ~1~3·~1~9~2~0~·2~9~OO~.~39~4~0~·4~9~OO~·5~9~6~0+~ _____________ . __ ._. ___ _ 

All offenses 

Violent offenses 

100% 

100% 

Murder· 100 
Rape 100 
Robbery 100 
Aggravated assault 100 
Other vlolentb 100 

Property offenses 100% 

Burglary 
Larceny" 
Fraudd 

Drug ollensos 

Possession 
Trafficking 

100 
100 
100 

100% 

100 
100 

Weapons offenses 100% 

Other offensos" 100% 

88% 

93% 

90 
99 
94 
91 
94 

83% 

95 
82 
62 

84% 

83 
85 

95% 

90% 

Note: Data on sex were available for 88% 

14% 

7% 

10 
1 
6 
9 
6 

17% 

5 
18 
38 

18% 

17 
15 

5% 

10% 

of estimated total; on race, 65%; on ege, 80%. 
-Less than 0.5%. 
"Includes nonnegllgent manslaughter. 

Felony convIctions and sentences 
relative to the number of arrests, 1990 

Using data from the NJRP and from the 
FBI's Uniform Crime Reports (UCR) 
on offenses and arrests, the number 
of felony convictions in 1990 was com
pared with the number of cr!mes reported 
to police for offenses likely to be felonies 
and the number of arrests made for these 
crimes in 1990. 

62% 47% 1% 10% 48% 30% 9% 2% 1 % 

500/0 48% 2% 11% 47% 27% 10% 3% 2% 

42 
65 
36 
53 
72 

56 
33 
63 
44 
24 

2 
2 
1 
3 
4 

13 
8 

16 
9 
7 

45 
37 
55 
47 
38 

24 
31 
23 
29 
32 

11 
14 
5 

10 
15 

5 2 
6 4 
1 
3 2 
5 3 

57% 42% 1% 12% 50% 27% 8% 2% 1% 

57 
57 
58 

42 
42 
41 

16 
13 
4 

54 
48 
46 

24 
28 
34 

5 
8 

12 

1 
2 
3 

43% 56% 

54 
57 

1% 7% 48% 33% 9% 2% 1% 

45 
42 

6 
7 

46 
50 

35 
31 

10 
9 

2 
2 

42% 

65% 

57% 1% 12% 48% 28% 10% 3% 1% 

33% 2% 7% 44% 31% 12% 4% 2% 

blncludes offenses such as negligent manslaughter, 
sexual assault, and kidnaping. 
°lncludes motor vehicle theft. 
dlncludes forgery and embezzlement. 

The numbers are aggregates and should 
not be interpreted as representing the dis
position of individual cases tracked across 
criminal justice stages. Nevertheless, the 
comparisons do Illustrate the apprOXimate 
odds of a conviction and a prison sen
tence given an arrest for a felony. 

For example, the FBI reports that in 1990 
about 19,770 adults were arrested for 
murder (Including nonnegligent 

'Composed of nonviolent offenses such as receiving 
stolen property and driving while Intoxicated. 

manslaughter). NJRP data show that 
10,895 persons were convicted of murder 
and 10,350 murderers received a prison 
sentence. Together the data show that 
for every 100 persons arrested for murder 
in the United States in 1990, 55 were 
convicted of murder and 50 were sen
tenced to prison for that offense. Corre
sponding figures for drug traffickers were 
52 convictions and 25 prison sentences 
for every 100 arrests for drug trafficking. 

Uniform Crime Reports For 100 arrests 

Offense 

Murder· 
Rape 
Robbery 
Aggravated assault 
Burglary 
Drug trafficking 

Number 
of crimes 
reported 
to pollee 

23,440 
102,560 
639.270 

1,054,860 
3,073,900 

Number 
of adu~ 
arrasts 

19,771 
33,286 

127,672 
399,277 
289,842 
324,235 

Note: The offenses selected have the greatest 
comparabiltty across rejJOrtlng series. In the data on 
convIctions and sentences, the olfense designation 

Number 
of 
felony 
convictions 

10,895 
18,024 
47,446 
53,861 

109,750 
168,360 

Number of 
felony sentences 
Incar· 
ceratlon Prison 

10,350 
15,501 
42,701 
38,780 
82,313 

129,637 

9,914 
12,076 
34,636 
24,237 
59,265 
82,496 

came from the most serious offense. 
... Data Mot available. 
"Includes nonnegligent manslaughter. 
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Number Number of 
of felony sentences 
felony I ncar-
convictions ceratlon Prison 

55 
54 
37 
13 
38 
52 

52 50 
47 36 
33 27 
10 6 
28 20 
40 25 

Source: Crime In the United States. 1990 
(FBI, 1991) provided data on reported crime and 
arrests. 



Natives, Asians, and Pacific Islanders) 
represented 3% of the U.S. population 
but 1 % of convicted felons and 2% 
of those convicted of a violent crime. 

Persons in their twenties represented 
about 24% of the adult U.S. population 
but 48% of convicted felons. The mean 
average age of felons was 29 years. 
Mean and median ages by conviction 
offense were as follows: 

Conviction offense 

Murder 
Rape 
Robbery 
Aggravated assault 
Other vloler:' 
Burglary 
Larceny 
Fraud and forger)' 
Drug possession 
Drug trafficking 
Weapons 
Other felonies 

Age In years 
Mean ~ 

30 27 
33 31 
26 25 
30 28 
33 31 

27 
28 
31 

29 
30 

29 
31 

25 
27 
29 
29 
28 

27 

29 

Number of felony conviction offenses 

The 829,000 felons sentenced in 1990 
were convicted altogether of about 1 
million felonies. The number of felony 
convictions exceeds the number of 
convicted felons because 16% of the 

Table 6. Number of convIction 
offenses of felons In State courts, by 
most serIous convIction offense, 1990 

Most 
serious 
conviction 

Percent of convicted felons, 
by number of felony 
conviction offenses 

Three 
()!fen~ _'"~.. ._IQ.I!lL_ .QI1.~ ... T~. __ .9.r mor,e. 

All offenses 100% 78% 16% 6% 

Violent offenses 100% 72% 18% 

Murder· 100 68 22 
Rape 100 64 20 
Robbery 100 68 21 
Aggravated 

assault 100 
Other vlolentb 100 

75 17 
83 12 

Property 
offenses 100% 76% 17% 

Burglary 100 
Larceny· 100 
Fraudd 100 

Drug offen!les 100% 

Possession 100 
Trafficking 100 

69 22 
85 11 
72 18 

81% 15% 

88 
76 

10 
19 

Weapons 
offenses 100% 78% 17% 

10% 

10 
16 
11 

8 
5 

7% 

9 
4 

10 

4% 

2 
5 

5% 

Other Offenses' 100% 87% 10% 3% 

Note: Data on number of convictions were 
available for 98% of the estimated total. 
Dlncludes nonnegligent manslaughter. 
blncludes offenses such as negligent manslaughter, 
sexual assault, and kidnaping. 
·Includes motor vehicle theft. 
dlncludes forgery and embezzlement 
'Composed of nonviolent offenses such as 
receiving stolen properly and driving while 
Intoxicated. 
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felons had 2 conViction offenses and 6% 
had 3 or more (table 6). The likelihood 
of a prison sentence rose from 42% for 
those convicted of one felony, to 56% 
for two, and to 60% for three or more 
(table 7). 

Table 7. Convicted felons sentenced 
to prison by State courts, by number 
of conviction offenses, 1990 

Percent of convicted felons 
sentenced to prison, 

Most by number of felony 
serious conviction offenses 
conviction Three 
()J!~~s_El._. __ ._ ..... J?-~~ _. .IY'lo ormore . 

All offenses 42% 

Violent offenses 54% 

Murder" 89 
Rape 62 
Robbery 68 
Aggravated assault 39 
Other vlolentb 3ll 

Proportyoffenses 40% 

Burglary 
Larceny· 
Fraudd 

Drug offenses 

Possession 
Trafficking 

49 
38 
29 

40% 

34 
45 

Weapons offenses 33% 

Other offel1ses· 35% 

56% 

94 
71 
77 
57 
52 

54% 

61 
50 
43 

53% 

42 
57 

50% 

45% 

60% 

77% 

94 
78 
87 
62 
70 

53% 

63 
48 
41 

55% 

27 
61 

63% 

36% 

Note: See note on tables 2 and 6. 
"Includes non negligent manslaughter. 
blncludes offenses such as negligent manslaughter, 
sexual assault, and kidnaping. 
"Includes motor vehicle theft. 
dlncludes forgery and embezzlement. 
·Composed of nonviolent offenses such as 
receiving stolen properly and driving while 
intoxicated. 

• 

• 

• 
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1986·90 trends In the 75 largest 
counties 

Availability of survey data for 1986, 1988, 
and 1990 permits a description of trends. 
Owing to the small sample of counties 
In the 1986 survey, the data are of some· 
what limited value for documenting trends 
In State courts overall. However, trends 
In the courts of large urban counties 
(counties with populations over 600,000) 
can be reliably described because, by 
design, each survey Included a large 
sample (the same 54 counties In all 3 
years) representative of the 75 largest 
counties. The Nation's 75 most populous 
counties have 37% of the U.S. population 

Percent of 1990 U.S. total ac-

but In 1990 accounted for about half of all 
crime reported to police, half of all felony 
arrests, And half of all felony convictions 
In State courts. 

Notable trends In State courts of the most 
populous counties are as follows: 

The volume of felony convictions rose 
from 244,753 In 1986, to 320,087 In 1988, 
and to 395,042 In 1990. That Is a 61 % 
Increase since 1986, representing an 
average annual growth rate of 15%. All 
offense categories Increased, but the 
biggest Increase was In drug trafficking 
convictions: a 1 ~8% Increase since 1986, 
or about 32% annually. Drug trafficking 

couted for by largest counties Felony convictions In Percent sen-
Reported Adult Felony the 75 largast counties tanced to prison 
"£~m..!l.,,~ __ I!"~."con:tic.t!9!l!.~._~86_,,_._ 1988 _,,~~._. 1986 1988 1990 

All 
Murder· 
Rape 
Robbery 
Aggravated 

assault 
Burglary 
Larcenl 
Drug trafficking 
Other felonies 

48% 
57 
41 
72 

51 
45 
47 

... Data not available. 

47% 

55 
44 
68 

48 
45 
45 
64 

"Includes nonnegligent manslaughter. 
b'nc'udes motor vehicle theft. 

48% 
50 
40 
65 

45 
43 
44 
54 
45 

244,753 

4,635 
7,016 

24,495 

15,221 
37,744 
37,951 
39,806 
77,885 

320,087 
4,859 
6,723 

24,436 

18,131 
42,976 
44,493 
64,160 

114,309 

395,042 
5,438 
7,131 

30,981 

24,118 
47,110 
49,451 
90,773 

140,040 

42% 44% 47% 
92 92 92 
69 69 68 
71 71 69 

44 42 43 
51 57 57 
37 42 43 
36 40 45 
28 33 38 

Source: Crime In the Unl/ed States, 1990, (FBI, 
1991) and machine-readable data for that publication 
provided data on reported crime and arrests. 
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convictions accounted for 16% of felony 
convictions In 1986, 20% In 1988, and 
23% In 1990. 

Despite the growing volume of con
victions, courts generally processed 
cases faster In 1990 than they did In 
1986. In 1990, 199 days (a little over 
6112 months) was the average time from 
arrest to sentencing. That Is 3 weeks 
faster than In 1986, when 220 days was 
the average. Although processing time 
Increased for murder and rape and was 
unchanged for drug trafficking over this 
same period, It declined for all other 
categories. 

The use of prison sentences Increased 
after 1986 (42% in 1986,44% In 1988, 
47% In 1990), while the use of straight 
probation (a sentence that Involves no 
confinement In either a prison or Jail) 
decreased (28% In 1986, 25% In 1988, 
23% In 1990). The prison use Increase 
occurred exclusively among nonviolent 
offenses. In the case of drug trafficking, 
the likelihood of large urban courts 
Imposing a prison sentenc:e went from 
36% in 1986, to 40% In 1988, and to 45% 
In 1990. 

• 
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The mean sentence to Incarceration also Method of conviction guilty by a jury or by a judge in a bench • 
Increased from 3 years and 9 months for trial (tables 9 and 10). Persons convicted 
those convicted of one felony, to nearly 6 About 752,000 persons, representing 91% of murder were the least likely to have 
years for those convicted of two or more of those sentenced for a felony In 1990, pleaded guilty and the most likely to have 
(table 8). pleaded guilty. The rest were found 

Table 8. Mean sontence lengths for felony sentences Imposed 
by State courts, by number of conviction offenses, 1990 

Most Maximum sentence length (In 
serious months) for felons sentenced to 
conviction Incarceration 
offense Total Prison Jail Probation 

One convlctlon offense 

All offenses 45 mo 66 mo 6 mo 41 mo 

Violent offenses 76 mo 106 mo 9 mo 45 mo 

Murder' 225 234 30 69 
Rape 97 127 11 61 
Robbery 65 103 11 50 
Aggravated assault 45 70 9 41 
Other vlolentb 47 73 7 43 

Property offenses 41 mo 60 mo 7 mo 42 mo 

Burglary 55 75 6 47 
Larceny· 32 47 7 40 
Fraudd 33 52 6 40 

Drug offenses 40 mo 62 mo 6 mo 41 mo 

Possession 29 48 6 39 
Tralflcking 47 70 10 44 

Weapons offenses 26 mo 43 mo 7 mo 33010 

Other offenses' 26 mo 43 mo 9 mo 39 mo 

Two ormors 
conviction offenses 

All offenses 70 mo 92 mo 9 mo 48 mo 

Violent offenses 116 mo 140 mo 12 mo 50 mo 

Murder· 246 261 49 46 
Rape 171 205 12 56 
Robbery 112 129 13 53 
Aggravated assault 69 91 9 46 
Other vlolentb 99 127 9 46 

Property offenses 56 mo 75 mo 6 mo 51 mo 

Burglary 69 66 9 52 
Larceny" 40 55 9 46 
Frau~ 51 69 6 53 

Drug offenses 56 mo nmo 9mo 44 mo 

Possession 37 59 6 40 
Trafficking 61 61 10 46 

Weapons offenses 49 mo 64 mo 7mo 36 mo 

Other offenses· 32 mo 47 mo 9mo 43 mo 

Note: See note on tables 2, 3, and 6. Means exclude sentences to death or life 
L'11prlsonment. 
"Includes nonnegligent manslaughter. 
blncludes offenses such as negligent manslaughter, sexual assault, and kidnaping. 
"Includes molor vehicle theft. 
dlncludes forgery and embezzlemenl 
'Composed of nonlliolent offenses such as receiving stolen property end drilling 
while Intoxicated. 

Table 9. Number of felony convictions In State courts, 
by offense and type of conviction, 1990 

Number of felons convicted b~ 
Most serious Trial Guilty 
conviction offense Total Ju'1 Bench elea 

All offenses 77,351 35,303 26,206 751,993 

Violent offenses 23,103 13,532 5,603 124,661 

Murder· 4.432 3,136 644 6,462 
Rape 3,450 2,109 690 14,574 
Robbery 5,134 2,640 1,296 42,312 
Aggravated assault 7,576 4,199 2,334 46,262 
Other vlolenf' 2,509 1,246 639 15,031 

Property offenses 19,476 6,363 7,160 261,246 

Burglary 6,509 3,665 3,353 101,242 
Larceny~ 7,275 2,926 2,566 105,619 
Fraucfl 3,694 1,570 1,239 54,209 

Drug offenses 24,357 6,905 9,709 250,256 

Possession 7,606 1,964 2,656 96,646 
Trafficking 16,751 6,941 6,651 151,610 

Weapons offenses 2,352 625 1,145 18,361 

Other offenses· 6,061 3,676 2,371 97,423 

Note: Data on type of convlctfon were available for 61% of the estimated 
total. Table figures Include estimates for cases missing a designation on type 
of conviction. Consequently, detail sums to the 1990 total of 629,344 felony 
convictions. Also, the trial total Includes trial cases missing Inlormatlon on 
whether the trial was jury versus bench. Consequently, the trlaltolal exceeds 
the sum of jury pius bench. 
Blncludes non negligent manslaughter. 
blnc!udas offenses such as negligent manslaughter, sexual assault, 
and kidnaping. 
"Includes motor vehicle theft. 
dlncludes forgery and embezzlement. 
'Composed of nonv.1!llent offenses such as receiving stolen property and 
driving while Intoxic"'lld. 
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• been convicted by a Jury. Murderers Case processing time unchanged from 1988; the median was 
convicted by a Jury were the most likely to 5 months, also unchanged (table 11). 
have received a life sentence (35%) or the Mean elapsed time from arrest to Guilty plea cases and bench trials each 
death penalty (5%). sentencing In 1990 was 7 months, took less time to complete (a mean time 

Type of sentence for murder 
Type of or nonnellligent manslaughter 
conviction Total LIfe Death Other 

Tabla 11. Mean and median numbor of days between arrest 
Trial 100 35% 4% 61% and sentencing for felony cases disposed by State courts, 1990 

Jury 100 35 5 60 
Number of days between arrest and Bench 100 9 0 91 sentencing lor cases dise2sed b~ Guilty plea 100 14 86 Moslserlous Trial Guilty 

conviction offense Tolal Total Jury Bench plea 

Table 10. Offense of felons convicted In State cuurts, Mean numberofdays 

by type of conviction, 1990 Alloffensos 211 days 233 days 264 days 207 days 208 days 

Porcent 01 Ie Ions convicted b~ VIolent offenses 231 days 278 days 282 days 239 days 223 days 
Most serious Trial Guilty 
conviction 9lfense Tolal Total ~ Bench ~ea Murdor" 347 378 364 365 325 

Rape 254 283 292 245 248 
All offensos 100% 9% 4% 3% 91% Robbery 210 2'9 253 222 206 

Aggravated assault 218 231 237 213 216 
Vloklnt offonsos 100% 16% 9% 4% 84% Othervlolenlb 237 274 283 253 231 

Murder· 100 41 29 6 59 Proporty offonsos 185 days 199 days 213 days 184 days 184 days 
Rape 100 19 12 5 81 
Robbery 100 11 6 3 89 Burglary 176 207 213 205 174 
Aggravated assault 100 14 8 4 86 Lar~y" 185 198 234 161 184 
Other vlolentb 100 14 7 4 86 Fra 204 178 175 172 206 

Property offenses 100% 7% 3% 3% 93% Drug offensos 222 days 224 days 283 days 211 days 221 days 

Burglary 100 8 4 3 92 Possession 220 190 271 191 222 
Larc~y" 100 6 3 2 94 Trafficking 223 241 286 219 221 • Frau 100 6 3 2 94 

100% 9% 3% 4% 91% 
Weapons offenses 237 days 225 days 257 days 200 days 239 days 

Drug offenses 

Possession 100 7 2 3 93 
Otherotfensos' 206 dnys 215 days 267 days 184 days 206 days 

Trafficking 100 10 4 4 90 Median number of days 

Weapons offenses 100% 11% 4% 6% 89% Alloffensas 151 days 171 days 195 days 153 days 149 days 

Other offens8so 100% 8% 3% 2% 92% VIolent offenses 172 days 209 days 216 days 183 days 167 days 

Note: Data on conviction type were available lor 81% of the estimated Murder" 281 310 286 290 283 

total. The trial total Includes trial cases missing Inlormatlon on whether the Rape 193 216 231 189 186 

trial was Jury versus bench. Consequently, the trlaltolal exceeds the sum Robbery 154 185 182 164 151 
Aggravated assault 164 173 178 164 162 

01 Jury plus bench. Othervlolenlb 184 214 199 209 179 
"Includes nonnegllgent manslaughter. 
blncludes offenses such as negligent manslaughter, sexual assault, Property offenses 125 days 141 days 159 days 126 days 124 days 
and kidnaping. 
"Includes motor vehicle theft. Burglary 122 150 171 139 120 
dlncludes forgery and embezzlement Larc':PY" 122 136 178 126 120 
·Composed of nonviolent offenses such as receiving stolen property Frau 137 133 140 119 138 
and driving while Intoxicated. 

Drug offonsos 164 dnys 164 days 210 days 181 days 164 days 

Possession 161 138 212 146 164 
Trafficking 166 179 209 183 164 

Weapons offenses 163 days 165 days 216 days 143 days 163 days 

Other olfonsos' 150 days 146 days 189 days 137 days 150 days 

Note: Dala on convlctfon type were available for 81 % of the estimated total. Data 
on elapsed time were available lor 59% 01 the estimated total. The trial total Includes 
trial cases missing Information on whether the trial was Jury versus bench. 
"Includes nonnegllgent manslaughter. 
blncludos offenses such as negligent manslaughter, sexual assault, and kidnaping. • "Includes motor vehicle theft. 
dlncludes lorgery and embezzlement. 
'Composed 01 nonviolent offenses such as receiving stolen property and driving 
while Intoxicated. 
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of about 7 months} than Jury trials (With an 
average of about 8 months and 3 weeks). 

Additional penalties 

In 1990 a fine was Imposed on 16% of 
convicted felons, restitution on 16%, 
community service on 4%, and some form 
of treatment was ordered for 7% (table 
12). Altogether, 35% of convicted felons 
received some form of additional penalty. 

Methodology 

Sampling 

A sample of 300 counties was drawn for 
the 1990 survey. Every county In the 
Nation had a nonzero probability of being 
In the sample. In general, the more felony 
cases a county had, the more likely It was 
to be in the sample. 

The survey used a two-stage, stratified 
cluster sampling design. In the first stage 
the Nation's 3,109 counties or county 
equivalents were divided Into 8 strata. 
Strata 1 and 2 consisted solely of the 75 

largest counties in the United States as 
defined by the 1985 resident population. 
Strata 3 through 8 consisted of the 
remaining 3,034 counties. 

Because the 751argest counties account 
for a disproportionately large amount of 
serious crime In the Nation, they were 
given a greater chance of being selected 
than the remaining counties. 

Stratum 1 consisted of the 19 counties 
with the largest number of felony 
convictions in 1985, plus 12 counties 
whose participation In the survey had 
been prearranged. Every county In 
stre.tum 1 was selected for the sample. 

Stratum 2 consisted of the 44 most 
populous counties that were not In 
stratum 1. The 44 were ordered by their 
number of felony convictions In 1985, and 
then approximately every other county 
was selected. Stratum 2 thus contributed 
23 counties to the sample. Altogether, 54 
out of the 75 largest counties were 
sampled. Data on 1985 felony convictions 
were obtained from a mail survey 
described In State Felony Courts and 

Table 12. Percent of felons sentenced to additional penalty by State courts, 1990 

Most serious 
Percent of telons with an additional pen~ 

Resll- Treat- Commun ty 
_£'1!JYJ!:tiCln_~f!~ _. ____ Ein.f,L"_,~ tuti0L •• __ JT1ent _._seryl~_-.2the~ ______ ,_~ ___ . _ 

All offenses 16% 16% 7% 4% 10% 

Violent offenses 11% 13% 7% 4% 10% 

Murder" 7 8 2 1 4 
Rape 13 12 8 2 10 
Robbery 6 10 3 2 5 
Aggravated assault 14 18 10 6 13 
Othervlolenlb 19 12 13 7 16 

Property offenses 13% 26% 6% 5% 11% 

Burglary 12 23 5 4 9 
LarcAny" 15 25 6 5 12 
Fraudd 14 35 4 5 11 

Drug offenses 17% 8% 7% 4% 9% 

Possession 19 6 9 5 9 
Trafficking 16 10 6 3 8 

Weapons offenses 14% 8% 5% 3% 9% 

Other Offenses' 25% 13% 8% 4% 15% 

Note: Where the data Indicated affirmatively that a pa,1lcular additional penalty was Imposed. 
the case was coded accordingly. Where the data did not Indicate affirmatively or negatively. 
the case was treated as not having an additional penalty. These procedures provide a conserJative 
estimate of the prevalence of additional penalties. Note also that a person receiving more than 
one kind of addijlonal penalty appears under more than one table heading. 
"Includes nonnegligent manslaughter. 
blncludes offenses such as negligent manslaughter, sexual assault. and kldnapifTg. 
clncludes motor vehicle theft. 
dlncludes forgery and embezzlement. 
'Composed of nonvlolent offenses such as receiving stolen property and driving while Intoxicated. 
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Felony Laws (NCJ-106273) and Census • 
of State Felony Courts, 1985 (codebook 
for ICPSR 8667). The 54 sampled 
counties In the 1990 NJRP survey were 
the same 54 as In the 1986 and 1988 
surveys. The 3,034 counties not arnong 
the 75 largest were placed Into 6 strata 
defined by the total number of felony 
convictions In 1985 and then ,mayed 
within stratum by region, and within region 
from largest to smallest on felony convic-
tion totals. Sampling specifications for the 
6 strata are given In the Appendix table on 
page 15. 

The final sample thus Included 246 
counties from among the 3,034 counties 
outside the 75 largest. Case-level data 
were successfully obtained on convicted 
felons sentenced In 1990 from all 300 
sampled counties. 

The 60 sampled counties in strata 1 and 3 
were self-representing only, and their 
sampled cases therefore had a first stage 
sampling weight of 1. The remaining 240 
counties sampled from strata 2 and 4 
through 8 were selected to represent their 
respective strata so that the felony • 
conviction cases sampled had first stage 
weights greater than 1. 

At the second stage of sampling, a 
systematic sample of felons sentenced for 
murder/nonnegllgent manslaughter, rape, 
robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, 
felony larceny/motor vehicle theft, 
fraud/forgery/embezzlement, drug 
trafficking, drug possession, weapons 
offenses, and other offenses was selected 
from each county's official records. The 
total sample numbered 106,237 cases. 
Of these, 71,004 cases were In the 75 
largest counties. 

Rates at which cases were sampled 
varied by stratum and crime type. In 
smaller counties every felony case was 
taken. In larger counties all murder cases 
and ra~ cases were typically Included, 
but other ,,:~ense categories were 
sampled. 

Before the sample of cases was drawn, 
each felon sentenced In the sampled 
county In 1990 was placed Into one of the. 
eleven offense categories Identified 
above. If the felon was convicted of more 
than 1 felony offense, the offense 
category was the most serious offense. 



• 
The hierarchy from most to least serious 
offense was murder, rape, robbery, 
aggravated assault, burglary, drug 
trafficking, weapons, forgery/fraud/em-
bezzlement, larceny/motor vehicle theft, 
drug possession, all other felonies. The 
hierarchy was determined from an analy
sis of two factors that reflect how seri
ously the justice system treats different 
offenses: the sentence length Imposed, 
and the time actually served In prison 
before release. In general, the higher 
the offense is in the hierarchy, the more 
serious It Is In terms of the two factors. 

Sample selection procedures gave each 
sentenced felon a single chance to be 
in the sample. However, felons who 
appeared In court on more than 1 day 
for different offenses and received a 
sentence at each reappearance, had 
more than a single chance. 

At the data analysis stage, cases were 
aggregated according to their offense 
designation at time of sampling, with the 
single exception of "other violent." "Other 
violent" Is a category shown In the report's 

• 
tables, but it was not a category at 

. sampling. The "other violent" category 
was formed from the sampling category 
"other felonies." That Is, after sampling. 
sampled cases designated "other felonies" 
were coded either "vlclent," "nonviolent," 
or "not ascertained," based ori data 
availaole on them. Cases coded "not 
ascertained" were rare. For data analysis 
purposes, cases coded "other violent" 
were removed from the "other felonies" 
category and shown separately in the 
report's tables. 

Sampling error 

NJRP data were obtained from a sample 
and not from a complete enumeration. 
Consequently they are subject to sam
pling error. A standard error, which 
is a measure of sampling error, Is as
sociated with each number in the report. 
In general, If the difference between two 
numbers is at least twice the standard 
error of that difference, there Is at least 
95% confidence that the two numbers do 
In fact differ; that is, the apparent differ
ence Is not simply the result of surveying 

• a sample rather than the entire population. 
All differences discussed In this report had 
a confidence Interval at or above 95%. 

National estimates of the number of con
victions for Individual crime categorll3s and 
for the aggregate total had a coefficient of 
variation of 3%. Standard errors for ea(;h 
table In the report are on pages 12 
through 15. 

Missing data 

Computations of statistics shown In the 
report's tables excluded sample cases 
that were missing data for the particular 
variables being tabulated. An exception 
was table 9, which is based on com
putations that redistributed cases with 
missing data according to the distribution 
of the known cases. 

Sources of data 

For 71 % of the 300 counties sampled, 
NJRP data were obtained directly from 
the State courts. Other sources Included 
prosecutors' offices, sentencing 
commissions, and statistical agencies. 
Individual-level NJRP records were 
obtained through a variety of collectlc.n 
methods, Including magnetic tape (44% 
of the counties) and field collection (20%). 
Data on other cases were obtained by, 
for example. having the clerk of the court 
transcribe the Information onto the survey 
questionnaire, or by having the court send 
documents containing the needed 
information. 

Data collection for 233 counties was 
performed by the U.S. Bureau of the 
Census and for 67 counties by the 
National Association of Criminal Justice 
Planners. 

Targeted populatIon 

The survey targeted and recorded Initial 
sentences imposed in 1990. If a sentence 
was Imposed on one date and then 
modified at a later date, the revision was 
ignored. The survey recorded sentences 
that were actually executed and excluded 
suspended sentences. 

Because year of conviction was not a 
defining characteristic some cases In the 
sample were of persons convicted before 
1990 but not sentenced until 1990. 

In a few counties where It was Impractical 
to target sentences in 1990, the target 
was felons convicted In 1990. In some 
of the cases, the data relate to sentences 
imposed after 1990. 
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Crime definitions 

Murder and nonnegllgent manslaughter: 
Murder is (1) Intentionally causing the 
death of another person without extreme 
provocation or legal Justification or (2) 
causing the death of another while 
committing or attempting to commit 
another crime. Nonnegligent (or 
voluntary) manslaughter Is Intentionally 
and without legal justification causing the 
death of another when acting under 
extreme provocation. The combined 
category murder and non negligent 
manslaughter excludes Involuntary or 
negligent manslaughter, conspiracies to 
commit murder, solicitation of murder, 
and attempted murder. 

Rape: forcible Intercourse (vaginal, anal, 
or oral) with a female or male. Includes 
forcible sodomy or penetration with a 
foreign object (which are sometimes 
called Hdevlate sexual assault"); excludes 
statutory rape or any other nonforcible 
sexual acts with a minor or with someone 
unable to give legal or factual consent. 
Includes attempts. 

Robbery. the unlawful taking of property 
that Is In the immediate possession of 
another, by force or the threat of force. 
Includes forcible purse snatching, but 
excludes nonforcible purse snatching, 
which Is classified as larceny/theft. 
Includes attempts. 

Aggravated assault: (1) Intentionally and 
without legal justification causing serious 
bodily Injury, with or without a deadly 
weapon, or (2) using a deadly or dan
gerous weapon to threaten, attempt, or 
cause bodily Injury, regardless of the 
degree of Injury if any. Includes 
Hattempted murder," "aggravated battery," 
"felonious assault,1I and "assault with a 
deadly weapon." 

Other violent: violent offenses excluding 
murder and non negligent manslaughter, 
rape, robbery, and aggravated assault. 
Includes offenses such as sexual assault, 
kidnaping, extortion, and negligent 
manslaughter. Includes attempts. 

Burglary: the unlawful entry of a fixed 
structure used for regular residence, 
industry, or business, witr or without the 
use of force, to commit a felony or theft. 
Includes attempts. 



Larceny and motor vehIcle theft Larceny i:stlmates of 1 standard error Estimates of 1 standard error • is the unlawful taking of property other for table 1 for table 3 
than a motor v€lhicle from the possessioll 
of another, by stealth, without force or Most serious Felon'l convictions Most serious Maximum sentence length 

convlctlol)..9,flense Number Percent conviction for felons sentenced to 
deceit. Includes pocketplcking, non- offense Prison Jail Probation 
forcible purse snatching, shoplifting, and All offenses 18,795 

thefts from motor vehicles. Excludes Moan Ilentence 

receiving and/or reselling stolen property 
Violent offenses 3,691 0.2% 

All offenses 1.8 mo 0.8 mo 1.2 mo 
(fencing), and thefts through fraud or Murder/manslaughter 424 

deceit. Includes attempts. Murder 309 Violent offenses 2.6 mo 0.8 mo 1.2 mo 
Manslaughter 221 Murder 7.6 9.5 6.1 

Rape 1,018 0.1 Rape 7.0 1.9 2.8 
Motor vehicle theft is the unlawful taking Robbery 1,016 0.1 Robbery 2.6 0.4 1.4 

of a self-propelled road vehicle owned Armed 560 0.1 Aggravated 
Unarmed 809 0.1 assault 3.0 0.9 1.4 

by another. Includes the theft of auto- Unspecified 789 0.1 Other violent 8.4 1.0 2.2 

mobiles, trucks, and motorcycles, but Aggravated assault 2,055 0.2 
Other violent 1,085 0.1 Property 

not the theft of boats, aircraft, or farm offenses 2.1 mo 0.5 mo 1.5 mo 
equipment (which is classified as lar- Property offenses 7,313 0.4% 

ceny/theft). Also Includes receiving, Burglary 2.9 0.5 1.9 
Burglary 3,341 0.2 Larceny 1.4 0.4 1.5 

possessing, stripping, transporting, and Resldenllal 1,497 0.2 Fraud 3.4 0.8 2.3 
reselling stolen vehicles, and unauthorized Nonresidential 2,470 0.3 

use of a vehicle (joyriding). Includes Unspecified 2,745 0.3 Drull offenses 2.2 mo 0.9 mo 1.0 mo 
Larceny 3,296 0.3 

attempts. Motor vehicle theft 1,156 0.1 Possession 2.0 1.0 1.6 
Other theft 2,840 0.3 Trafflcklng 2.8 0.9 1.4 

Fraud, forgery, and embezzlement: 
Fraudlforgery 1,923 0.2 

Fraud 1,269 0.2 Weapons 
using deceit or Intentional mlsrepresen- Forgery 1,113 0.1 offenses 2.2 me 1.4 mo 1.0 iii\i 

tation to unlawfully deprive a person of his Drug offenses 7,223 0.5% Other offenses 2.3 mo 1.6 mo 1.6 mo 
or her property or legal rights. Includes 
offenses such as check fraud, confidence Possession 3.548 0.3 

game counterfeiting, and credit card Trafflcklng 4,859 0.4 • Marijuana 1,105 0.1 
fraud. Includes attempts. Other a,sua 0.4 

Unspecified 2,775 0.3 

Drug traffickIng: Includes manufacturing, Weapons offenses 820 0.1% 
distributing, selling, smuggling, or "pos-

Other offensos 4,819 0.4% session with intent to sell." Includes 
attempts. 

Drug possession: Includes possession of Estimates of 1 standard error 

an Illegal drug, but excludes IIpossession for table 2 

with intent to sell." Includes attempts. Most serious Percent of felons 
convlclion sentenced to 

Weapons offenses: the unlawful sale, offense Prison Jail Probation 

distribution, manufacture, alteration, All offenses 0.8% 0.9% 0.9% 
transportation, possession, or use of a 

Violent offenses 0.4% 0.7% 0.8% deadly or dangerous weapon or 
accessory. Murder 0.8 0.4 0.7 

Rape 2.3 2.3 0.9 

Other felonies: all felony offens3s not Robbery 0.7 0.6 0.4 
Aggravated assault 1.2 1.6 1.4 

listed above. Includes receiving stolen Other violent 2.2 2.3 2.2 

property, driving while intoxicated or other 
Property offenses 1.0% 1.1% 1.1% 

traffic offenses, bribery, obstructing 
justice, escaping from custody, family Burglary 1.0 1.1 1.1 

offenses (such as child neglect, con- Larceny 1.0 1.2 1.2 
Fraud 1.4 1.3 1.6 

tributing to the delinquency of a minor, 
nonpayment of child support), and Drug offenses 0.9% 1.0% 0.9% 

nonviolent sexual offenses (such as Possession 1.1 1.3 1.5 
statutory rape, incest, pornography Trafflcklng 1.1 1.1 1.0 • offenses, pimping, prostitution). 

Weapons offenses 1.3% 1.0% 1.5% 
Includes attempts. 

Other offenses 1.2% 1.6% 1.6% 
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• Estimates 01 1 standard error for table 5 

Most serious Sex Rece Age 
c.£.nYJp.t.I9..I)}?J~"Il~,~ •. _._. __ .Male Female White Black Other 14-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60+ 

All offenses 0.2% 0.2% 1.2% 1.2% 0.2% 0.2% 0.3% 0.3% 0.1% 0.1% 0.1% 

Violent offenses 0.2% 0.2% 1.3% 1.4% 0.5% 0.3% 0.4% 0.4% 0.2% 0.2% 0.1% 

Murder 0.8 0.8 1.9 1.9 0.5 0.7 1.2 1.0 1.0 0.6 0.4 
Rape 0.2 0.2 2.6 2.3 1.4 0.7 1.0 1.0 0.7 0.6 0.5 
Robbery 0.3 0.3 1.1 1.1 0.1 0.6 0.7 0.6 0.3 0.1 
Aggravated assault 0.4 0.4 1.5 1.6 0.6 0.4 0.6 0.6 0.4 0.2 0.1 
Other Violent 0.8 0.8 2.1 2.3 1.8 1.0 1.9 1.8 1.2 0.8 0.5 

Properly offenses Q.4% 0.4% 1.2% 1.2% 0.1% 0.4% 0.4% 0.4% 0.2% 0.1% 0.1% 

Burglary 0.3 0.3 1.4 1.4 0.1 0.7 0.7 0.6 0.3 0.1 
Larceny 0.6 0.6 1.3 1.4 0.1 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.4 0.1 0.1 
Fraud 0.9 0.9 1.6 1.6 0.2 0.4 0.8 0.8 0.5 0.2 0.1 

Drug offenses 0.3% 0.3% 1.3% 1.3% 0.1% 0.3% 0.4% 0.4% 0.3% 0.1% 0.1% 

Possession 0.5 0.5 1.5 1.5 0.1 0.3 0.7 0.7 0.4 0.2 0.1 
Trafficking 0.4 0.4 1.4 1.5 0.1 0.3 0.5 0.5 0.3 0.2 0.1 

Weapons offenses 0.3% 0.3% 1.9% 2.0% 0.1% 0.6% 0.7% 0.7% 0.4% 0.3% 0.2% 

Other offenses 0.5% 0.5% 1.5% 1.6% 0.3% 0.4% 0.8% 0.7% 0.5% 0.3% 0.2% 

Estimates of 1 standard error Estlmates of 1 standard error 
for table 6 for ~ble 7 

Percent of convicted Percent 01 convicted 
Most felons, by number of felons sentenced • serious felony oonvictlon offenses Most to prison, by number of 
conviction Three serious !2lon~ conviction offenses 
2!fense __ . ____ One Two or more conviction Three 

offense One Two or more 

All offenses 0.6% 0.3% 0.5% All offenses 0.8% 0.9% 2.6% 

Violent offenses 0.7% 0.4% 0.5% Vlolont offenses 1.0% 1.0% 1.7% 

Murder 1.3 1.1 0.7 Murder 1.1 0.9 1.0 
Rape 1.4 0.9 1.0 Rap.;: 2.5 3.9 2.4 
Robbery 0.7 0.6 0.5 Robbery 0.8 1.1 1.2 
Aggravated Aggravated assault 1.4 1.5 3.1 

assault 1.0 0.6 0.7 Other violent 2.3 4.5 6.2 
Other violent 1.4 1.2 0.7 

Properly offenses 0.9% 1.4% 2.3% 
Properly offenses 0.8% 0.5% 0.7% 

Burglary 1.1 1.9 2.9 
Burglary 1.2 0.9 0.9 Larceny 1.0 1.9 3.3 
Larceny 0.6 0.4 0.5 Fraud 1.5 2.1 2.5 
Fraud 1.1 0.7 0.9 

Drug offenses 0.9% 1.3% 3.2% 
Drug offenses 0.6% 0.4% 0.4% 

Possession 1.1 2.0 6.2 
Possession 0.6 0.4 0.3 Trafficking 1.2 1.4 2.9 
Trafficking 0.8 0.6 0.5 

Weapons offenses 1.3% 2.4% 4.3% 
Weapons offenses 0.9% 0.7% 0.5% 

Other offensss 1.3% 2.4% 3.3% 
Other offenses 1.1% 0.6% 0.9% 

• 
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Estimates of 1 standard error for table 8 Estimates of 1 standard error • for table 9 
Maximum sentence length (In 

Most serious months) for felons sentenced to Number convicted b~ 
c:onvl~tlgn offer:!l!e_. __ ._ Prison ____ "~J.al! __ .t'LoJ2.!ltion _. ___ .• ____ ._ .•• ___ . __ . __ Mostserlous Trial Guilty 

conviction offense . __ ~.u.!1 Benl'b_ •. ~!!_ 
One conviction offense 

All offenses 4,977 3,439 22,931 
All offenses 1.8 mo 0.9 mo 1.1 mo 

Violent offenses 1,126 539 4,332 
Violent olfennes 2.7 mo 0.9 me 1.3 mo 

Murder 205 66 244 
Murder 8.6 6.9 6.8 Rape 153 116 934 
Rape 6.2 1.8 3.2 Robbery 242 95 966 
Robbery 2.8 0.4 1.5 Aggravated assault 507 270 1,971 
Aggravated assault 2.9 1.1 1.4 Other violent 179 132 995 
Other violent 4.4 1.0 2.4 

Property offenses 1,963 1,169 4182 
Property offenses 2.0 mo 0.6 mo 1.3 ma 

Burglary 766 462 3,281 
Burglary 3.3 0.7 2.0 Larceny 471 350 3,313 
Larceny 1.5 0.5 1.5 Fraud 413 246 1,835 
Fraud 2.6 1.1 1.2 

Drug offenses 1,179 1,315 8,290 
Drug offenses 2.2 mo 1.1 mo 1.4 mo 

Possession 315 269 3.201 
Possession 2.1 1.1 1.9 Trafficking 771 877 4,368 
Trafficking 2.8 1.2 1.6 

Weapons offenses 130 217 934 
Weapons offenses 1.9 mo 1.8 mo 0.9 mo 

Other offenses 1,055 501 4,95 
Other offenses 2.5 mo 1.8 mo 1.5 mo 

Two or more 
conviction offenses 

Estimates of standard error 
All offenses 3.2 mo 0.3 mo 3.0 mo 'or table 10 

Violent offenses 5.1 mo 0.8 mo 2.4 mo Percent convicted by • Mostserlous Trial Guilty 
Murder 13.1 17.5 5.5 conviction offense Jury Bench plea 
Rape 15.0 2.4 3.5 -
Robbery 4.7 0.9 4.0 All offenses 0.6% 0.4% 0.8% 
Aggravated assault 4.8 0.6 3.5 
Other violent 32.5 2.6 4.3 Violent offenses 0.7% 0.4% 0.8% 

Property offenses 4.6 mo 0.3 mo 4.0 mo Murder 1.7 0.6 1.8 
Rape 1.0 0.8 1.4 

Burglary 5.1 0.4 2.7 Robbery 0.6 0.2 0.6 
Larceny 2.7 0.5 2.8 Aggravated assault 1.1 0.6 1.3 
Fraud 8.7 0.5 8.9 Other violent 1.2 0.9 1.8 

Drug offenses 4.0 mo 0.4 mo 2.4 mo Property offenses 0.7% 0.4% O.B% 

Possession 4.5 0.3 2.5 Burglary 0.8 0.5 1.0 
Trafficking 4.6 0.6 2.6 Larceny 0.5 0.4 0.7 

Weapons offenses 5.2 mo 0.4 mo 2.8 mo 
Fraud 0.8 0.5 1.1 

Other offenses 4.3 mo 0.8 mo 4.1 mo 
Drug offenses 0.4% 0.5% 0.8% 

Possession 0.4 0.3 0.8 
Trafficking 0.5 0.6 0.9 

Weapons offenses 0.6% 1.0% 1.2% 

Otheroffenses 1.0% 0.5% 1.2% 

• 
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. ' Estimates of 1 standard error for table 11 

Numberof days between arrest and 
sentencing for cases disposed by 

Most serio LIS Trial Guilty 
~onvlctlonoffense Total J ur~ EiiiiiCil ~----~.--.--.----.~~-
Mean numberofdays 

All of tenses 5 days 13 days 14 days 6 days 

Violent offenses 4 days 17 days 10 days 5 days 

Murder 8 16 19 9 
Rape 11 16 20 12 
Robbery 4 23 19 4 
Aggravated assault 6 23 12 7 
Other violent 8 35 27 9 

Propertyoffenses 5 days 11 days 16 days 6 days 

Burglary 5 12 23 5 
Larceny 6 20 19 7 
Fraud 7 16 20 7 

Drug offenses 6 days 15 days 15 days 6 days 

Possession 7 31 15 8 
Trafficking 7 19 18 7 

Weapons offenses 16 days 20 days 24 days 17 days 

Other offenses 6 days 26 days 28 days 6 days 

Estimates of 1 standard error for table 12 • Percent of felons with an additional E!enalt~ of 
Most serious Resl/- Treat- Community 
conviction offense Fine tutlon ment service Other 

All offenses 1.1% 0.9% 0.5% 0.3% 0.8% 

Violent offenses 1.2% 1.0% 0.6% 0.3% 0.8% 

Murder 1.0 1.1 0.4 0.3 0.8 
Rape 3.4 3.3 1.2 0.3 1.2 
Robbery 0.5 0.7 0.4 0.2 0.6 
Aggravated assault 1.5 1.2 0.9 0.4 1.0 
Other violent 2.5 1.5 1.5 1.1 2.2 

Property offenses 1.1% 12% 0.4% 0.4% 0.9% 

Burglary 1.1 1.4 0.5 0.3 0.8 
Larceny 1.3 1.2 0.6 0.5 1.0 
Fraud 12 1.6 0.4 0.5 1.1 

Drug offenses 1.0% 0.8% 0.7% 0.3% 0.7% 

Possession 1.3 0.8 0.8 0.4 0.8 
Trafficking 1.0 1.0 0.7 0.3 0.8 

Weapons offenses 1.6% 0.9% 0.6% 0.4% 0.8% 

Other offenses 2.2% 1.1% 0.6% 0.6% 1.4% 

AppendIx table. Sampled counties for NJRP, 1990 

Total Number of Number 
number convIctions Sampling of counties 

i3J~~~m. of counUe~_ II1.~a.£~ county rate sameled 

• 3 29" 2,000 or more 1 in 1 29 
4 71 950-1,999 1 in2 34 
5 165 450-949 1 in 4 38 
6 315 210-449 1 in 8 39 
7 824 70-209 1 In 16 50 
8 1,630 0-69 lin 29 56 

"Includes 2 counties with unknown number of convictions. 
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Estimates of 1 standard error 
for text table on page 9 

Typeo! 
conviction 

Trlai 
Jury 
Bench 

Guilty plea 

Type of sentence for murder 
or nonnegllgent manslaughter 
Life .~ath_.~ •• _ 

1.9% 
2.9 
1.5 
1.2 

0.7% 
1.0 
o 

0.1 

2.1% 
2.6 
1.5 
1.2 

Estimates of 1 standard error 
for trend table 

Felony convictions in 75 
largest counties in 1990 

Percent sen-
OffenML... _____ N_um~r tenced to prison 

All 9,557 .9% 

Murder 134 .4 
Rape 275 1.0 
Robbery 576 0.8 
Aggravated assault 699 1.3 
Burglary 1,817 1.1 
Larceny 1,512 1.2 
Drug trafficking 2,431 1.3 
Other felonies 3,800 1.2 
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TrackIng offenders, 1908. NCJ·129B61. 6i91 
International crime rates NCJ·ll0776. 5/88 

Rethinking the criminal Justice system: 
Toward a new paradigm, A BJS·Pnncelon 
DiSCUSSion Paper, NCJ-139670. 1/93 

BJS statistical programs, FY 1993, 
NCJ-139373, 1/93 

BJS national update: 
Jan. '93. NCJ-1395f.i9, 12192 
Oct. '92. NCJ-138540, 9/92 
July '92, NCJ-137059, 7/92 
April '92, NCJ·135722. 4/92 

Sourcebook of criminal Justice statistics, 
1991, NCJ-137369. 9/92 

State Justice sourcebook 01 statistics and 
research, NCJ-137991. 9/92 

VIolent crime In the United States, 
NCJ-127855,3/91 

BJS data report, 1989, NCJ-121514, 1/91 
Publications of BJS, 1965-89; 

Microfiche library. PR030014, 5/90, $190 
Bibliography, TB0030013, 5i90, $1750 

publications of BJS, 1971·84: 
Mlcroflcho library, PR030012, 10/86, $203 
Bibliography. TB030012, 10/86. $17.50 

1990 directory of automated criminal Justice 
Inlormatlon systems, Vol. 1, Corrections, 
$10.60; 2, Courts, $11.50; 3, Law entorce
ment, Iree; 4, Probation and parole, $11.50; 
5, Prosecution. $11.50; NCJ-122226-30, 
5/90 

Report to the Nation on crime and Justice: 
Second edition, NCJ·l05506, 6/88 
Technical appendIx, NCJ·11201 L Bl88 

See order form 
on last page 
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Now you can receive BJS press releases 
and other current data from the NCJRS • 
Electronic Bulletin Board! 

The Electronic Bulletin Board 
provides quick and easy 
access to new information
use your personal computer 
and modem, set at 8-N-1 
(rates 300 to 2400 baud), 
and call 301-738-8895, 
24 hours a day. 

Once online, you will be able 
to review current news and 
announcements from BJS 
and its Justice Statistics 
Clearinghouse, including 
new publication listings 
and conference calendars. 

For more information 
about the Bulletin 
Board, call 
1-800-732-3277. 

• 

• 
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Selected Bureau of Justice Statistics 
Publications on CD-ROM 

The National Economic, Social, and Environmental Data Bank (NESE-DB) CD-ROM, 
produced by the U.S. Department of Commerce, is a comprehensive electronic infor
mation source focusing on the U.S. economy, society, and environment. 

NESE-OB presents the full text of many of the Federal Government's most popular 
publications on CD-ROM, including The Economic Report of the President, Toxics in 
the Community, Health Statistics U.S., and Digest of Educational Statistics. The fol
lowing publications from the Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS) are also included: 

• Criminal Victimization in the U.S., 1990 (text and tables) 
• Capital Punishment, 1990 (text) 
• Crime and the Nation's Households, 1990 (text) 
• Drugs and Jail Inmates, 1989 (text) 
• Felony Sentences in State Courts, 1988 

(text) 
• Female Victims of Violent Crime (text) 
• Jaillnmates, 1990 (text) 
• Prisoners in 1990 (text) 
• Profile of Jail Inmates (text) 
• Probation and Parole, 1990 (text) 
• School Crime (text) 
• Women in Prison (text) 

The CD-ROM includes ASCII text, Lotus 
tables, and updated Browse software. It can be used on any 
IBM-compatible PC with at least 640K of memory, an ISO 9660 
(standard) CD-ROM reader, and Microsoft CD-ROM extensions 
(version 2.0 or higher). 

The NESE-DB CD-ROM can be purchased from the BJS Clearinghouse for $15. For 
more information, call 1-800-782-3277. 

To order your copy of the NESE-DB CD-ROM, please send a check or money order for $15 made out to the BJS Clearinghouse to P.O. Box 
6000, 2B, Rockville, MD 20850. 

You may also purchase the CD-ROM by using VISA or MasterCard. Please include type of card, card number, card holder's name and 
address, and expiration date for processing. 

Credit Card Type and Number ___________ _ Expiration Date _____ _ 

Name and Address of Card Holder ______________________ _ 



Please put me on the mailing Jist for

O Law enforcement reports-national 
data on State and local police and 
sheriffs' departments, operations, 
equipment, personnel, salaries, 
spending, policies, programs 

o Federal statistics-data describing 
Federal case processing, from 
investigation through prosecution, 
adjudication, and corrections 

o Drugs and crime-sentencing and 
time served by drug offenders, drug 
use at time of crime by jail inmates 
and State prisoners, and other quality 
data on drugs, crime, and law 
enforcement 

o Justice expenditure & employment
annual spending and staffing by 
Federal, State, and local governments 
and by function (police, courts, 
corrections, etc.) 

To be added to any BJS 
mailing list, please copy 
or cut out this page, fill 
in, fold, stamp, and mail 
to the Justice Statistics 
Clearinghouse/NCJ RS. 

You will receive an annual 
renewal card. If you do not 
return it, we must drop you 
from the mailing list. 

o Privacy and security of criminal 
history data and information policy
new legislation; maintaining and 
releasing intelligence and investigative 
records; data quality issues 

o BJS bulletins and special reports
timely reports of the most current 
justice data in all BJS data series 

o Pro:;ecution and adjudication in 
State courts-case proceSSing from 
prosecution through court disposition, 
State felony laws, felony sentencing, 
public defenders, pretrial release 

o Corrections reports-results of 
sample surveys and censuses of jails, 
prisons, parole, probation, and other 
corrections data 

Name: 
Title: 

Organization: 

Street or box: 

City, State, Zip: 
Daytime phone number: 
Criminal justice interest: 

To order copies of recent 
BJS reports, check here 0 
and circle items you want 
to receive on other side 

Put your organization 
and title here if you 

used home address above: 
of this sheet. 

U.S. Department of Justice 
Office of Justice Programs 
Bureau of Justice Statistics 

Washington, D.C. 20531 

Bulletin 

Official Business 
Penalty for Private Use $300 

o National Crime Victimization 
Survey-the only ongoing natiOnal.' , 
survey of crime victimization 

o Sourcebook of 'Criminal Justice 
Statistics (annual)-broad·based data • 
from 150 + sources with addresses; 
400 + tables, figures, index, annotated 
bibliography 

o BJS National Update-a quarterly 
summary of new BJS data, programs, 
and information services and products 

o Send me a signup form for NIJ Catalog, 
free 6 times a year, which abstracts 
private and government criminal justice 
publications 

BULK RATE 
POSTAGE & FEES PAID 

DOJ/BJS 
Permit No. G-91 

• 

• 




