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A COMPARISON OF ADMISSION CHARACTERISTICS 
OF YOUTH AUTHORITY WARDS, 1965 - 1973 

INTRODUCTION 

Since its inception, the Youth Authority has gathered basic data on the 

characteristics of all first commitments. The number of items collected and 

the method of collection have varied considerably over the years, and it is 

not possible to recapture all of these data in a uniform fashion for compara-

tive analysis. However, this report does give all of the char~cteristics that 

could be gathered with any consistency from 1965 through 1973. These data were 

originally gathered from Referral Documents, Cl inic Summaries, and Initial Home 

Visit research schedules. 

The offense categories used in this report consist of the following: 

Offenses against persons: homicide, robbery, and assaults 

, 

HIGHLIGHTS 

The number of wards newly committed to the Youth Authority has been 

decl inlng since 1965 with an apparent level ing off in 1972 and 1973. 

Juvenile court commitments (which include most of the females) in 

1973 were less than one-third of what they had been in 1965. 

Commitments from criminal courts constituted about 25 percent of all 

new commitments in 1965 .. This proportion rose to a high of about 

49 percent in 1971 and then appeared to level off at about 46 percent 

dur i ng 1972 and 19i'3. 

of all types; Commitments for offenses against persons have shown a consistent 

Offenses against property: burglary, theft (including auto), 

and forgery and check offenses; 

Narcotics and drugs: all offenses related to narcotics and 

dangerous drugs; 

Welfare and Institutions Code violations: all age-related 

offenses such as incorrigi?il ity, truancy, runaway, foster 

home or county camp failure, and escape from county camp 

or j uven i 1 e ha 11 . 

--,". -----------

/ \.,; 

proportional rise over the time span shown with 1973 showing one-third 

of all new commitments fall ing in this category. The proportion of 

wards committed for a crime involving weapons has also shown an increase. 

Over the last two years, there has been an increase in the proportion 

of wards with alcohol associated offenses. The corresponding proportional 

decrease in commitment offense is in the narcotic and drug offenses as 

well as W & , Code violations. 

Median age at commitment increased more than one full year in the last 

nine years. 
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SUMMARY OF ITEMS 

Comm i tmen t Offen se 

In the last nine years, the proportion of commitments for offenses against 

persons has more than doubled. For juvenile court males, offenses against per

sons increased from 16 percent in 1965 to 37 percent in 1973, while for criminal 

court males offenses against persons increased from 21 percent to 32 percent in 

the same time span. Female commitments for offenses against persons increased 

from 6 percent in 1965 to 25 percent in 1973· 

Ethnic Gr~ 

There has been a small but consistent decline in the proportion of Caucasian 

commitments since 1970, with a corresponding increase in Negro commitments. 

Median Age at Commitment 

Although there has been an overall rise in the median age at commifment 

from under 17 years in 1965 to 18 years in 1973, most of this increase can be 

exp1ained by the greater number of youths committed by the criminal courts. The 

median age of the criminal court male group'has remained unchanged over the past 

nine years, while the median age of the juvenile court male group has risen by 

about six months. The median age of females has risen by about 8 months. 

Pr ior Record 

Youths with two or more commitments to local confinement prior to commitment 

to the Youth Authority now constitute 21 percent of the new admissions, six per

centage points more than in 1965. Most of this increase is attributed to male 

wards with juvenile court commitments. Over the last three years there has been 

a noticeable increase in criminal court male and female commitments with no prior 

contacts with law enforcement officials. 

-3-
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Parents Marital Status 

A considerably larger proportion of juvenile court males came from broken 

homes in 1972 and 1973 than in prior years. 

Weapon?-

The proportion of wards carrying weapons at the time of the commitment 

offense has more than tripled over the time span shown. Most of this increase 

is attributable to the juvenile court males and to females. 

Escapes 

Males first committed via the criminal courts have a noticeably lower 

proportion of escapes prior to their Youth Authority commitment than do the 

juvenile court males. 

Co-offenders 

There seems to be a small but definite decl ine in the proportion of 

commitments for offenses in which more than one youth participated. 

Dependency Contacts 

Never a large proportion, wards with prior dependency contacts has always 

been greater for females than for males. 

Foster Homes 

Proportionately more female than male wards and more juvenile court males 

than criminal court males have I ived in foster homes. In recent years, foster 

home placements have increased for all groups. 

Age at First Delinquent Contact 

The median age at the time of the first del inquent contact has not varied 

appreciably over the nine-year period for each of the groups: juvenile court 

males, 13.2 yearSj criminal court males, 15.6 years; and females, 14.1 years. 

-4-
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_Age at First Prior Non-state Commitment 

Although the median age at the time of the first Youth Authority commitment 

increased more than a full year over the nine-year period, the median age at the 

time of the first non-state commitment has remained relatively stable for males. 

However, the median age at the time of first local commitment for females has 

fluctuated between 14.8 and 15.6 years. 

Criminal court males have a considerably higher median age at the time of 

their first prior cl)mmitment (17.5 years) than do juvenile court males (15.1 

years) and females (15.2 years). 

.Months From First Del inguent Contact to First Commitment 

The median number of months from first del inquent contact to commitment to 

the Youth Authority has increased for all wards. 

Alcohol 

The proportion of wards who use alcohol to excess reached a new high in 

1973 (28 percent). This rise is mainly attributable to the criminal court male 

wards. The proportion of wards who were involved with alcohol at the time of 

the commitment offense has risen sharply over the last three years. 

School 

Of the wards committed in 1973, 82 percent were last enrolled in the tenth 

grade or higher, compared to 52 percent in 1965. However, wards' attitude toward 

and behavior in schoo I does not :show any cons i stent change for the better over 

the past nine years. Fewer criminal court males have a history of school misbe

hav ior or extreme 1 y negat i ve att i tudes toward schoo I than do wards of the other 

two groups. 

-5-

Parents 

Both the educational level and the socioeconomic status of the wards' 

famil ies have risen steadily over the past several years. Fewer of the males 

with criminal court commitments have fathers with a criminal record. 

Publ ic Assistance 

A smaller proportion of criminal court wards received some type of publ ic 

assistance than did wards of the other groups. 

Description of Wards Friends 

A greater proportion of females than males were reported to have friends 

who were primarily del inquently oriented. 

-6-
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TABLE 1 A 

CHARACTERISTICS OF fOTAl FIRST COMMITMENTS TO THE YOUfH AUTHORITY, 1965-1973 
(Showing totals) 

Characteristics 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 

Total 'first admissions a 6,190 5,470 4,998 4,690 4,494 3,746 3,218 2,728 ......... 
Sex .................................................. 6,190 5,470 4,998 4,690 4,494 3,746 3,218 2,728 

Ma 1 e, ................ II ............... , •• 5,210 4,583 4,217 3,973 3,860 3,319 2,880 2,476 
F enla 11 e ....... , ... ~ ................ 980 887 781 717 634 427 338 252 

Court.II ... ' .......•...... ······· 6,190 5,470 4,998 4,690 4,494 3,746 3,218 2,728 
JUVlddle court •........ ······· 4,648 4,130 3,571 3,164 ;? ,779 2,206 '1,651 1,461 
Cr ir\lin"d court ........... " ........ 1,542 1,340 1,427 1,526 ' j ,715 1,540 1,567 1,267 

Area o·r comm i tment .•..•......... 6,190 5,470 4,998 4,690 4,494 3,746 3,218 2,728 
SQuthern Cal ifornia ..•......•. 4, 121 3,798 3,412 3,172 2,825 2,245 1,788 1,464 

LOtil Angeles .... _ ............... 2,863 2,599 2,188 1,856 1,657 1,209 959 791 
Saril 0 i ego ...... 1# ............... 444 419 331 427 295 251 254 189 
8 cHher counties ............ 814 780 893 889 873 785 575 484 

San Francisco Bay area •...••.. 1,129 894 824 735 884 861 787 669 
Alclmeda •......•............. 333 317 242 195 277 158 190 159 
San Franc j sco ••.........•... 277 200 226 210 211 171 122 126 
7 ather counties ••.•..••.... 519 377 356 330 396 532 475 384 

Sacrcimento Valley •............ 329 220 300 316 283 205 201 248 

San .Ioaquin Valley .......•.... 454 377 328 338 376 273 256 217 

22 other counties ••.•......... 157 181 134 129 126 162 186 130 

Commitnlent offense •........•...• 6,190 5,~70 4,998 4,690 4,494 3,746 3,218 2,728 
Offenses against persons •••..• 943 844 764 838 860 793 774 763 
Offenses against property .•.•• 2,478 2, 140 1,837 1,565 1,360 1 , 117 1,098 993 
Narcotic and drug offenses •••• 352 417 660 680 844 723 605 322 
W& I Code 'Violations •...•..•• 1,700 1,443 1,246 1,128 975 752 449 385 
Other ..... II .............. 1'1 .... II ••• 717 626 491 479 455 361 292 265 

Ethnic group ....•........•..•... 6,190 5,470 4,998 4,690 4,494 3,746 ),218 2,728 
Wh i te .... /I • ... " •••••••••••••••• 3,188 2,885 2,738 2,670 2,409 2,077 1,673 1,326 
Mexican-American ...........•.• " 153 970 854 736 750 657 612 534 
Neg ro •..• _ . , to 10 ~ ......... ~ 10 ...... 10 ......... 1,728 1,509 1,299 1,208 1,253 927 832 800 
Other ....................... ··. 121 106 107 76 82 85 101 68 

Median age in years ..••.•...•... 16.9 16.9 17.2 17·3 17.6 17.7 18.1 18.0 

Prior record .................•.• 6,190 5,470 4,998 ,~, 690 4,494 3,746 3,218 2,728 
242 198 190 172 161 128 115 110 None or unknown •.••.......••.. 

De 1. contacts w/o commitments. 2,731 2,467 2,367 2,238 2,163 1,597 1,298 1,073 
One prior commitment •....•.... 2,281 1.997 1,805 1,640 1,485 1,302 1,058 872-
Two or more prior commi tments. 936 808 636 640 685 719 747 673 

Parental mar ita 1 status •.•..••.. 6,086 5,340 4,908 4,645 4,379 3,681 3, 'i47 2,686 
Not lnarried ........ II'" _ ....... 220 429 383 289 231 193 196 81 
Unbroken ......•............ to •• 2,051 1,754 1,653 1,676 1 ,631 1 ,361 1 , 129 919 
Divorced/separated/death ••..• . 3,815 3,157 2,872 2,680 21 517 2,127 1,822 1,686 

aTotals vary with availabil ity of data. 
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1973 

2,758 
2,758 
2,535 

223 

2,758 
1,465 
1,293 
2,758 
1,653 

985 
200 
468 

566 
162 
127 
277 
200 

203 
136 

2,758 
927 

1,005 
258 
288 
280 

2,758 
1,229 

520 
934 

75 
18.0 

2,758 
136 

1,220 
815 
587 

2,702 
106 
830 

1,766 

TAB lE lA 

CHARACTERISTICS OF TOTAL FIRST COMMITMENTS TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY, 1965-1973 
(Showing totals) 

Characteristics 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 - .,::, 

Total first admissionsa ......... 6, 190 5,470 4,998 4,690 4,494 3,746 3,218 2,728 
Re 1 i g i on ..•..................... 5,915 5,204 4,807 4,456 4,186 3,450 2,854 2,322 

Catholic ................•..... 2,299 2,047 1,840 1,666 1,555 1,414 1,239 984 
Protestant., .................. 3,579 3, 115 2,923 2,742 2,597 2,003 1,522 1,276 
Other ......................... 37 42 44 48 34 33 93 62 

Tattoos ............ , ............ 4,874 4,203 3,621 3,264 2,958 2,359 2,683 2,706 
None ........ ,. J ••••••••••••• ,.. 3,590 3, 168 2,616 2,369 2, 112 1,605 1,528 1,526 
One or more ................... 1,284 1,0:15 1,005 895 846 754 1, 155 1, 180 

Narcot i cs ...................... , 6,190 5,470 4,998 4,690 4,494 3,746 3,218 2,728 
None or unknown ............... 5,064 4,098 3,042 2,267 1,396 769 486 592 
Dangerous drugs ............... 287 217 205 328 351 269 214 132 
Mar i j uana ..................... 737 1,048 1,538 1,814 2,296 2, 129 1,816 1,471 
Opiates ....................... 102 107 213 281 451 579 702 533 

Weapons with present offense .... 6, 190 5,470 4,998 4,690 4,494 3,746 3,218 2,728 
None or unknown ............... 5,500 4,915 4,558 4,127 3,804 3,027 2, 388 1,980 
Weapons used .................. 690 555 440 563 690 719 830 748 

Number of escapes ............... 6,190 5,470 4,998 4,690 4,494 3,746 3,218 2,728 
None or unknown ......•........ 5,454 4,823 4,458 4,178 3,984 3, 161 2,579 2,145 
One or more ................... 736 647 540 512 510 585 639 583 

Number of co-offenders .•........ 6,190 5,470 4,998 4,690 4,494 3,746 3,218 2,728 
None or unknown ......•........ 2,972 2,631 2,407 2,429 2,320 1,945 1,725 1,510 
One or two ................•.•. 2,378 2, 115 1,974 1,736 1,652 1,413 1,207 1,030 
Three or more ..............•.. 840 724 617 525 522 388 286 188 

Number of prior depend. contacts 6,190 5,470 4,998 4,690 4,494 3,746 3,218 2,728 
None or unknown ............... 5,644 4,910 4,538 4,371 4,171 3,524 3,056 2,549 
One .....••........... I I ••••••• 383 430 350 247 208 138 109 109 
Two or more •..••.•..•...••.••• 163 130 110 72 115 84 53 70 

.Number of foster home placements 5,638 5,002 4,501 4,097 3,928 3,200 2,723 2,344 
N,?ne ....... #I •••••••••••••••• iii • 4,553 4,074 3,701 3,379 3,311 2,648 2,224 1,859 
One ......... I .................. iii' 604 483 448 407 343 325 257 2/+9 
Two or more .................•. 481 445 352 311 274 227 242 236 

Median age at first del. contact 13.9 13.9 14.0 14.0 14.2 14.2 14. 1 13.9 
, Median age at first prior commit 15.4 15.4 15.6 15.6 15.8 15.8 15.9 15.8 

Median months from first del. 
contact to Y.A. commitment .... 32.0 33.3 34.6 35.3 37. 1 38.4 43.5 45.9 

Alcohol with present offense .... 6,190 5,470 4,998 4,690 4,494 3,746 3,218 2,728 
None or unknown ............... 5,330 4,821 4,572 4,257 4,039 3,407 2,906 2,332 
Alcohol used ...... iii' •••••••••• 860 649 426 433 455 339 312 396 

Overa 11 alcohol usage ..•...•.... 6,190 5,470 4,998 4,690 4, 49L~ 3,746 3,218 2,728 
None or unknown ............... 6,190 3,565 3,195 2,925 1,912 961 701 609 
S 1 i ght to moderate ........•... - 1,483 1,606 1,504 2,277 2,223 2,042 1,405 
Excessive ..................... - 422 197 261 305 562 475 714 

. aTotals vary wrth aVar lability of data . 
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1973 

2,758 
i 2,314 

990 
1,272 

52 
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

2,758 
1,806 

952 
2,758 
2,272 

486 

2,758 
1,467 
1,092 

199 
2,758 
2,613 

90 
55 

2,016 
1,602 

204 
210 

13.9 
15.9 

46.8 

2,758 
2,272 

486 

2,758 
1,007 

985 
766 
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TABLE 1A 

CHARACTERISTICS OF TOTAL FIRST COMMITt~ENTS TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY, 1965-1973 

(Showing totals) 

Characteristics 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 

Total fir s t a dm iss ion sa. . . . . . , . . 6,190 5,470 4,998 4,690 4,494 3,746 3,218 2,728 
Evidence of psychol. disorder ... 5,300 4,732 4,238 3,847 3,694 3,009 2,555 2,194 Yes. I •••••• , •••• , t • I " •• I ••••• 1,520 1,355 1, 159 1,067 1,082 828 665 633 No ......... ~ .... , ............. 3,780 3,377 3,079 2,780 2,612 2,181 1,890 1,561 Grade last enrolled in school ... 5,972 5,323 4,841 4,548 4,168 3,607 3, 114 2,653 Grades 1-6 .................... 258 268 141 112 57 40 26 17 Grades 7-9 .................... 2,612 2,303 1,922 1,673 1 , 141 887 650 528 Grades 10- 12 .................. 3,043 2,613 2,614 2,543 2,737 2,416 2,238 1,991 High School grad. or college .. 59 139 164 220 233 264 200 117 

Attitude toward school .......... 5,413 4,673 4,174 3,744 3,563 2,879 2,517 2,200 Positive ...................... 1,337 1,093 995 927 900 754 798 648 i nd i fferent ............ , ...... 2,054 1,692 1,561 1,335 1,306 1,031 893 727 Negative ...................... 1,535 1,516 1,315 1, 180 1, 100 872 675 666 Extremely negative ............ 487 372 303 302 257 222 151 159 Freq. of school misbehavior ..... 5,567 4,875 4,372 3,990 3,754 3,041 2,658 2,309 None .. , ............. ~ .......... 693 565 469 438 390 342 333 291 Occasional .................... 1,862 1,557 1 ,411 1,278 1,277 1,036 873 686 Between occasional and often .. 1,415 1,326 1,231 1,009 951 763 669 613 Often. ill .............. f •••••••••• 1,597 1,427 1,261 . 1,265 1,136 900 783 719 rarental educat i on I eve 1 ••••••.• 5,312 4,702 4,173 3,873 3,609 2,979 2,579 2,165 8th grade or 1 ess" • " ............... 1,701 1,386 1 , 161 993 933 742 598 494 Some high school .............. 1,910 1,741 1,499 1,352 1,254 1,004 894 771 High School grad. or college .. 1,701 1,575 1,513 1,528 1,422 1,233 1,087 900 Fami Iy income from pub. assist .. 5,555 4,960 4,447 4,089 3,873 3, 139 2,682 2,322 None ....... , ......... ,. ..•.. 1#10 • 4,086 3,585 3,263 3,010 2,695 2,126 1,727 1,490 Some .......................... 647 552 500 465 544 491 466 379 All ........................... 822 823 684 614 634 522 489 453 Socioeconomic level of fami ly ... 5,629 5,018 4,524 4,144 3,933 3,163 2,721 2,388 Below average .•.......•....... 3,698 3,146 2,706 2,398 2,261 1,717 1,534 1,298 Average ....................•.. 1,595 1,532 1,495 1,453 ,1,408 1, 193 946 893 Above average ................. 336 340 323 293 264 253 241 197 Father (or surrogate) 
Criminal recard ............... 4,793 4,283 3,829 3,465 3,288 2,620 2,250 1,875 Yes .................. <I , ......... • 1 ,417 1,254 988 849 765 591 484 481 No .... "' ...... " .... " .... ". , ....... , ........ 3,376 3,029 2,841 2,616 2,523 2,029 1,766 1,394 Description of ward's friends ... 5,610 4,971 4,442 4,104 3,879 3,184 2,743 2,395 No friends .................•.. 218 165 139 96 72 72 62 59 Total with friends ............ 5,392 4,806 4,303 4,008 3,807 3, 112 2,681 2,336 Mainly del inquent ........... 2,078 1,953 1,818 1,782 1,752 1,408 1, 175 1,090 Mixed-tend to delinquency ... 2,2]6 1,929 1,760 1,625 1,522 1,247 1,026 853 Mixed-tend to non-delinq .... 622 582 447 388 351 299 320 232 Mainly non-del inquent ....... 416 342 278 213 182 158 160 161 

aTotals vary with availability of data. 
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2,758 

1,907 
543 

1,364 

2,659 
10 

470 
1,931 

248 
1,882 

556 
648 
526 
152 

2,016 
2i9 
657 
542· 
598 

1,936 
438 
713 
785 

2,016 
1,251 

360 
405 

2,074 
1, 151 

745 
178 

1,652 
402 

1,250 
2,066 

L~O 
2,026 

883 
797 
222 
124 
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TABLE lB 

CHARACTERISTICS OF TOTAL FIRST COMMITMENTS TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY, 1965-1973 

(Showing percents of totals) 

Characteristics 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 

Total first admissions a 6,190 5,470 4,998 4,690 4,494 3,746 3,218 2,728 • " ....... II • 

Sex ........ , ... " " " " ................ " .......... . 6, 190 5,470 4,998 4,690 4,494 3,746 3,218 2,728 
Ma 1 e" ........ ~ ...•..... " ...... , .... 84.2 83·8 84.4 84.7 85.9 88.6 89·5 90.8 
Female ............... " ................. 15·8 16.2 15.6 15·3 14.1 11.4 10.5 9·2 

Cou r t ................ ........................ 6, 190 5,470 4,998 4,690 4,494 3,746 3,218 2,728 
Juven i Ie court ................ 75.1 75·5 71.4 67·5 61.8 58·9 51.3 53·6 
Cr 1m Ina 1 court., ....•......... 24.9 24·5 28.6 32.5 38.2 L~ 1 • 1 48.7 46.4 

Area of comm i tmen t .............. 6,190 5,470 4,998 4,690 4,494 3,746 3,218 2,728 
Soutl,ern Cal ifornia ••......... 66.6 69·4 68.3 67.6 62.8 59·9 55.6 53.7 

Los Angeles .....•.•......... 46 .3 47·5 43.8 39.6 36.9 32·3 29·8 29·0 
San Diego ..•......•......... 7.2 7.7 6.6 9.1 6.5 6.7 7·9 '6·9 
8 other counties ..•......... 13·1 14.2 17·9 18.9 19·,4 20·9 17.9 17.8 

San Francisco Bay area ....•... 18.3 16.4 16.5 15.7 19·7 23·0 24.5 24·5 
Alameda ............... II ............. 5.4 5·8 4.9 4.2 6.2 4.2 5·9 5.8 
San Francisco ............... 4.5 3·7 4.5 4.5 4.7 4.6 3.8 4.6 
7 other counties .•••........ 8.4 6·9 7.1 7.0 8.8 14.2 14.8 14.1 

Sacramento Valley •..•......... 5·3 4.0 6.0 6.7 6,3 5·5 6.2 9.1 
San Joaquin Valley .......•.... 7.3 6·9 6.5 7.2 8.4 7·3 7·9 7·9 
22 other counties ............. 2.5 3·3 2.7 2.8 2.8 4·3 5·8 4.8 

Commitment offense .............. 6,190 5,470 4,998 4,690 4,494 3,746 3,218 2,728 
Offenses against persons ...... 15.2 15·4 15.3 17 .9 19.1 21.2. 24.0 28.0 
Offenses against property •.... 40.0 39·1 36.8 33.4 30·3 29·8 34.1 36.4 
Narcotic and drug offenses .... 5·7 7.6 13.2 14., 18.8 19·3 18.8 11.8 
W& I Code violations ....••... 27.5 26.4 24·9 24.0 21.7 20.1 14.0 14.1 
Other ..........•.•..••..• , ...• 11.6 11.5 9·8 10.2 10.1 9.6 9·1 9·7 

Ethnic group .............•...... 6,190 5,470 4,998 4,690 4,494 3,746 3,218 2.,728 
Wh i te ........... "" .......... II •••• 51.5 52.8 54.8 56.9 53.6 55·4 52.·0 48.6 
Mexican-American ....•......... 18.6 17.7 17 .1 15.7 16.7 17.5 19·0 19.6 
Neg ro ..................... __ .• #I •••• 2.7.9 27.6 26.0 25.8 27·9 24.8 25·9 29·3 
Other ........................... 2.0, 1.9 2.1 1.6 1.8 2·3 3·1 2·5 

Pr ior reco rd ............ II ••••••••••• 6,190 5,470 4,998 4,690 4,494 3,746 3,218 2,728 
None or unknown" ......•....... 3·9 3·6 3·8 3.7 3·6 3·4 3·6 4.0 
De 1. contacts w/o commitments. 44.1 45·1 47.4 47.7 48.1 42..6 40.3 39 ·3 
One prior commitment .......... 36·9 36·5 36.1 35.0 33.1 34.8 32·9 32.0 
Two or more prior commitments. 15·1 14.8 12.7 13 .6 15.2 19·2 23·2 24.7 

~ Parental marital status ......... 6,086 5,340 4,908 4,645 4.379 3.681 3,147 2,686 
Not married ..•...•............ 3.6 8.0 7.8 6.2 5·3 5·2 6.2 3·0 
Unb roken ...................... 33.7 32·9 33·7 36.1 37.2 37·0 35.9 34.2 
Divorced/separated/death ...... 62.7 59·1 58.5 57.7 57·5 57.8 57·9 62.8 

a, . . Totals vary With availability of data • 
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1973 

2,758 

2,758 
91.9 
8.1 

2,758 
53. 1 
46.9 

2,758 
59·9 
35·7 
7.2 

17.0 

20.5 
5·9 
4.6 

10.0 

7·3 
7.4 

4.9 

2,758 
33.6 
36.4 
9·4 

10.4 
10.2 

2,758 
I.t4.6 
'18.8 
33·9 
2.7 

2,758 
4.9 

44.2 
29.6 
21.3 

2,702 
3·9 

30.7 
65.4 
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TABLE lB 

CHARACTERISTICS OF TOTAL FIRST COMMITMENTS TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY, 1965-1973 

(Showing percents of totals) 

Characteristics 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 
Total first admissions a 

6, 190 5,470 4,998 ......... 4,690 4,494 3,746 3,218 2,728 
Re 1 i 9 ion ••.•.•.•••....••..••.••. 5,915 5,204 4,807 4,456 4,186 3,450 2,854 2,322 . Cathal ie ...•..... I ••••••• 11.,. 38·9 39·3 38·3 37.4 37.2 41.0 43·4 42.4 Protestant .................... 60·5 59·9 60.8 61.5 62.0 58.1 53·3 54·9 Other •.......••......•.....•.. 0.6 0.8 I 0.9 1.1 0.8 0·9 3·3 2·7 . 
Tattoos ...... i •••••••••••••••••• 4,874 4,203 3,621 3 , 26J~ 2,958 2,359 2,683 2,706 None .........•...•..••.•....•. 73.7 75.4 72.2 72.6 71.4 68.0 57.0 56.4 One or more •.••••.••.•..•• " .• 26.3 24.6 27.8 27.4 28.6 32.0 43.0 43.6 
Narcotics .....• , . t • t •••••••••••• 6,190 5,470 4,998 4,690 4,494 3,746 3,218 2,728 None or unknown ............... 81.8 74·9 60·9 48·3 31.1 20.5 15. 1 21.7 Dange rous drugs ............... 4.6 4.0 4.1 7.0 7.8 7.2 6.7 4·9 Marijuana ....... a •••••••• , •••• 11.9 19.2 30.8 38.7 51.1 56.8 56.4 53·9 Opiates .......... e ••••••••• , •• 1.7 1.9 4.2 6.0 10.0 15.5 21.8 ~9·5 
Weapons with present offense .... 6,190 5,470 4,998 4,690 4,494 3,746 3,218 2,728 None or un known ..•..•.•...•... 88.9 89.9 91.2 88.0 84.6 80.8 74.2 72.6 Weapon s used .................. 11. 1 10.1 8.8 12.0 15·4 19.2 25.8 27.4 
Numbe r of escapes •.............. 6,190 5,470 4,998 4,690 4,494 3,746 3,218 2,728 None or unknown ...........•... 88.1 88.2 89.2 89.1 88.7 84.4 80.1 78.6 One or more ...•....•..•....... 11.9 11.8 10.8 10·9 11.3 15.6 19·9 21.4 
Number of co-offenders •......... 6,190 5,470 4,998 4,690 4,494 3,746 3,218 2,728 None or unknown ............... 48.0 48.1 48.2 51.8 51 .6 51.9 53.6 55·3 One or two .................... 38.4 38.7 39·5 37.0 36.8 37.7 37.5 37.8 Three or more: ........•.•..... 13.6 13.2 12·3 11.2 11.6 10.4 8.9 6.9 
Number of prior depend. contacts 6,190 5,470 L~, 998 4,690 4,494 3,746 3,218 2,728 None or unknown ............... 91.2 89.8 90.8 93·2 92.8 94.1 95.0 93.4 One .....•..•••.•.........••... 6.2 '7.8 7.0 5·3 4~6 3·7 3.4 4.0 Two or more ................... 2.6 2.4 2.2 1.5 2.6 2.2 1.6 2.6 
Number of foster home placements 5,638 5,002 4,501 4,097 3,928 3,200 2,723 2,344 None ......•..•................ 80.8 81.4 82.2 82·5 84·3 82.7 81.7 79.3 One ...... 'II" ................. " 10.7 9.7 10.0 9·9 8.7 10.2 9.4 10.6 Two or more .................... 8·5 8·9 7.8 7.6 7.0 7.1 8.9 10.1 
Alcohol with present offense .... 6,190 5,470 4,998 4,690 4,494 3,746 3,218 2,728 None or unknown ........... . " 86.1 88.1 91.5 90.8 89·9 91.0 90·3 85·5 Alcohol used ...•...•........•. 13·9 11.9 8·5 9.2 10. 1 9.0 9·7 14·5 
Overall alcohol usage •.•...••. • ~ - 5,470 4,998 4,690 4,494 3,746 3,218 2,728 None or unknown .............. - 65.2 63.9 62.4 42·5 25·7 21.8 22·3 51 i ght to moderate ..•........ - 27.1 32.1 32.1 50.7 59·3 63.4 51.5 Excess ~ ve ..•..•.•........ f, ••• - 7.7 4.0 5·5 6.8 15.0 14.8 26.2 
dTotals vary with availabil ity of data. 
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1973 

2,758 

2,314 
42.8 
55·0 
2.2 

-
-
-

-
-
-
-
-

2,758 
65·5 
34.5 

2,758 
82.4 
17.6 

2,758 
53.2 
39.6 
7.2 

2,758 
94.7 
3·3 
2.0 

2,016 
79·5 
10. 1 

Jf 

10.4 

2,758 
82.4 'f 

17.6 

2,758 
36·5 
35.7 
27.8 

-

TABLE 1B 

CHARACTERISTICS OF TOTAL FIRST COMMITMENTS TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY, 1965-1973 

(Showing percents of totals) 

Character i st i cs 1965 1966 1367 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 
.. 

Total first admissions a 
6,190 5,470 . ........ 4,998 4,690 4,494 3,746 3,218 2,728 

Evidence of psychol. disorder ... 5,300 4,732 4,238 3,847 3,694 3,009 2,555 2, 191+ 
Yes .....•.••..•••.•••..•..•.•• 28.7 28.6 27·3 :27 .7 29·3 27·5 26.0 28.9 
No .•.••....•....•.•.••••••••.• 71.3 71.4 72·7 ]2.3 70.7 72·5 74.0 71.1 

Grade last enrolled in school., .. 5,972 5,323 4,841 4,548 4,168 3,607 3, 114 2,653 Grades 1-6 ........... ~ ......... 4.3 5·0 2·9 2·5 1.4 1.1 0.8 0.6 
Grades 7-9 .................... 43.7 43·3 39·7 36.8 27.4 24.6 20·9 19·9 Grades 10- 12 ............•..... 51.0 49.1 54.0 55·9 65.6 67.0 71.9 75·1 High School grad. or college .. 1.0 2.6 3·4 4.8 5.6 7·3 6.4 4.4 , 

Attitude toward school .•........ 5,413 4,673 4,174 '3,74L~ 3,563 2,879 2,517 2,200 
Pos it i ve ...................... 24.7 23·4 23.8 24.8 25·3 26.2 31.7 29·5 Indifferent .........•........• 37.9 36.2 37.4 35.6 36.6 35.8 35·5 33.0 
Negative ...................... 28.4 32.4 31.5 31.5 30·9 30·3 26.8 30·3 Extreme I y negat ive .......•.... 9.0 8.0 7·3 8.1 7.2 7·7 6.0 7.2 

Freq. of school misbehavior ..... 5,567 4,875 4,372 3,990 3,754 3,041 2,658 2,309 
None .........••......•..•..... 12.5 11.6 10.7 11.0 10.4 11.2 12.5 12.6 
Occas i ona I ............•....... 33.4 31.9 32·3 32.0 34.0 34.1 32.8 29·7 Between occasional and often .. 25.4 27.2 28.2 25·3 25·3 25·1 25·2 26.6 
Of ten ......................... 28.7 29·3 28.8 31.7 30·3 29.6 29·5 31.1 

Paren ta 1 educat ion I eve I ...•.... 5,312 4,702 4, 173 3,873 3,609 2,979 2,579 2, 165 
8th grade or less •............ 32.0 29·5 27.8 25·6 25·9 24.9 23·2 22.8 
Some high school .............. 36.0 37.0 35·9 34.9 34.7 33·7 34.7 35.6 High School grad. or college .. 32.0 33·5 36·3 39·5 39.4 41.4 42.1 41.6 

Fami ly income from pub. assist. . 5,555 4,960 4,447 4,089 3,873 3, 139 2,682 2,322 
None •......•..... 0 •••••••••••• 73 .6 72·3 73·4 73'.6 69·6 67.7 64.4 64.2 
Some ........................... 11.6 11.1 11.2 11.4 14.0 15·7 17.4 16·3 
All ......... ~ ................. 14.8 16.6 15·4 15.0 16.4 16.6 18.2 19·5 

Socioeconomic level of fami I y ... 5.629 5,018 4,524 4,144 3,933 3, 163 2,721 2,388 
Be low average ....•............ 65.7 62.7 59.8 57.9 57·5 54·3 56.4 54.4 
Average ....................... 28.3 30·5 33·1 35.0 35.8 37.7 34.8 37.4 
Above average ................. 6.0 6.8 7.1 7.1 6.7 8.0 8.8 8.2 

Fa the r (or surrogate) 
2,620 1,875 C rim i na I record ............... 4,793 4,283 3,829 3,465 3,288 2,250 

Yes •..•..........•........ " 29.6 29·3 25.8 24.5 23·3 22.6 21.5 25·7 
No •.•.•.......•••.•.•...•... 70.4 70.7 74.2 75.5 76.7 77 .4 78·5 74·3 

Description of ward's friend~. . 5,610 4,971 4,442 4,104 3,879 3,184 2,743 2,395 No friends ................. .. 218 165 139 96 72 72 62 59 Total wi th friends ............ 5,392 4,806 4,303 4,008 3,807 3, 112 2,681 2,336 
Mainly del inquent ........... 38.6 l+O .6 42.2 l.~4.5 46.0 45·2 43.8 46.7 
M i xed- tend to del inquency ... 42.2 40.2 40.9 40·5 40.0 40.1 38·3 36·5 Mixed-tend to non-de I i nq .... 11.5 12.1 10.4 9.7 9·2 9·6 11.9 9·9 Mainly non-del inquent ....... 7.7 7.1 6·5 5·3 4.8 5·1 6.0 6.9 

aTotals vary with availabil ity of data. 
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1973 

2,758 

1,907 
28.5 
71.5 

2,659 
o. L~ 

17.7 
72.6 
9·3 

1,882 I , 

29·5 
34.4 
28.0 . 
8.1 

2,016 
10.8 
32.6 
2.6·9 
29·7 

1,936 
22.6 
36.8 
40.6 

2,016 
62.0 
17.9 
20.1 

2,074 
55·5 
35·9 
8.6 

1,652 
24·3 
75.7 

2,066 
40 

2,026 
43.6 
39·3 
11.0 
6.1 



TABLE 2A 

CHARACTERISTICS OF FIRST COMt-tITMENTS TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY) 1965-1973 
Juvenile Court Males 

(Show'ing totals) 

Characteristics 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 

Total juvenile court males a 3,750 3,305 2,850 2,530 2,242 1,857 1,397 ..... 
Area of commitment .............. 3,750 3,305 2,850 2,530 2,242 1,857 1,397 

Southern Cal ifornia ........... 2,410 2,227 1,896 1,638 1,263 1,041 671 
Lo s An ge I e s ............. , ... 1 ,612 1,459 1 ,149 833 629 480 264 
San Diego •.......•.......... 295 290 204 290 193 167 151 
8 other counties ............ 503 478 543 515 441 394 256 

San Francisco Bay area ....•... 746 598 527 473 535 452 369 
Alameda .......... , .. ,., It., II 241 235 163 122 191 90 127 
San Francisco ............... 178 117 133 127 111 76 56 
7 other counties ............ 327 246 231 224 233 286 186 

Sacramento Valley ............. 194 124 174 157 162 123 127 
San Joaquin Valley ............ 303 239 177 186 210 141 131 
22 other counties .......... '" 97 117 76 76 72 100 99 

Commi tment offense .............. 3,750 3,305 2,850 2,530 2,242 1,857 1,397 
Offenses against persons ...... 579 505 430 400 399 373 354 
Offenses against property ..... 1,463 1,278 1,063 821 667 520 442 
Narcotic and drug offenses .... 162 199 305 268 270 208 140 
W& I Code violations ......... 1 , 111 923 781 753 660 563 322 
Other ....•...... 01 ••••••••••••• 435 400 271 288 246 193 139 

Ethnic group ........ ~ ........... 3,750 3,305 2,850 2,530 2,242 1,857 1,397 
Wh t te ....... 4 ............................ 1,859 1,662 1,520 1 )440 1 ,209 992 713 
Mexican-American •............. 758 626 521 441 379 359 266 
Negro ....................... , ... 1,060 959 752 616 614 462 368 
Qther •..•••...•• ~ ••••..•..•..• 73 58 57 33 40 44 50 

Median age in yea rs. " .... , ...... 16·3 16.3 16.4 16.5 16.6 16.7 16.7 

Prior record ...... iI ............. , 3,750 3,305 2,850 2,530 2,242 1,857 1,397 
None 0 r un known .....•......... 125 111 92 81 56 60 18 
Del. contacts wlo commitments. 1,473 1,381 1,236 1,069 951 670 469 
One prior commitment .......... 1,584 1,387 1,207 1,069 911 776 547 
Two or more prior commitments. 568 426 315 311 324 351 363 

Parental mar I ta I status ......... 3,683 3,226 2,800 2,495 2,186 1,820 1,364 
Not married ..... II •••••• 01 •••••• 155 287 239 186 135 114 104 
Unb roken ........ fI ••••••••••••• 1,303 1,060 956 897 787 635 471 
Divorced/separated/death ...... 2,225 1,879 1,605 1,412 1,264 1,071 789 

aTotals vary with avallabll ity of data. 
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1972 1973 

1,267 1,296 

1,267 1,296 
634 746 
291 390 
116 116 
227 240 

303 280 
88 76 
59 66 

156 138 

140 91 
120 109 

70 70 

1,267 1,296 
386 474 
394 386 
64 64 

278 215 
145 157 

1,267 1,296 
572 557 
258 262 
397 441 
40 36 

16.7 16.8 

1,267 1,296 
23 30 

412 558 
495 430 
337 278 

1,252 1,267 
53 54 

405 367 
794 846 

I 

TABLE 2A 

CHARACTERISTICS OF FIRST COMMITMENTS TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY, 1965-1973 

Juvenile Court Males 

(Showing totals) 

Characteristics 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 

Total juvenile court males a 3,750 3,305 2,8,50 2,530 2,242 1 ,8,57 1,397 ..... 
... Re 1 i 9 ion. . • • . • • . • • . • . • • . . • 01 • • • • • 3,750 3,305 2,850 2,530 2,242 1,857 1,397 

Cathal ic ........... " ...... 01 ••••• 1 ,418 1 ,234 1 ,058 917 745 717 551 
Protestant .................. · . 2, 153 1,875 1,658 1,462 1,322 967 648 
Othero .................. 01 ••••• 179 196 134 151 175 173 198 .. 

Tattoos .......................... " ..... 3,706 3,271 2,819 2,50~ 2,221 1,839 1,385 
None ...•...•..... " .....••..•. " 2,690 2,523 2,064 1,793 1,566 1,220 828 
One or more ................... 1,016 748 755 708 655 619 557 

Narcotics ...............•.....•. 3,750 3,305 2,850 2,530 2,242 1,857 1,397 
None or unknown ..•............ 3,291 2,723 1,963 1,553 897 494 266 
Dangerous drugs ............... 107 98 108 166 176 149 109 
Marijuana ...•................. 316 452 689 712 1,003 1,031 811 
Opiates ...•.•.•.•• II II II •••••• 36 32 90 99 166 183 211 

Weapons with present offense .... 3,750 3,305 2,850 2,530 2,242 1,857 1,397 
None or unknown •.............. 3,381 3,021 2,687 2,319 1,991 1,568 1,044 
Weapons used .................. 369 284 163 211 251 289 353 

-. 
2,242 1,857 Number of escapes ......•........ 3,750 3,305 2,850 2,530 1,397 

None or unknown .. -............. 3,210 2,867 2,429 2,122 1,843 1,407 939 
One or more ................... 540 438 421 408 399 450 458 

Number of co-offenders .......... 3,750 3,305 2,850 2,530 2,242 1,857 1,397 
None or unknown ..............• 1,826 1,558 1,430 1,430 1,218 1,046 770 
One or two ..................... 1,408 1,287 1,070 851 782 633 511 
Three or more ........••.....•. 516 460 350 249 242 178 116 

Number of prior depend. contacts 3,750 3,305 2,850 2,530 2,242 1,857 1,397 
None or unknown .•..........•.. 3,410 2,954 2,596 2,346 2,072 1,725 1 ,313 
One •..•.•. " .•.••••••..•..•••.. 233 275 197 147 119 75 57 
Two or more .................•. 107 76 57 37 51 57 27 

Number of foster home placements 3,524 3, 136 2,663 2,315 2,056 1,652 1,222 
None •..•.• " ...•..•......•.. III' • 2,908 2,606 2,233 1,930 1,753 1,341 960 
One •.•.••. 01 ••••••••••••••••••• 358 275 239 227 179 186 133 
Two or more .......••....••.... 258 255 191 158 124 125 129 

Median age at first del. contact 13·3 13·3 13·3 13.3 13·3 13·4 13.1 
• Median age at first prior commit 15·1 15·0 15·2 15·2 15·2 15·2 15. 1 

Median months from first del. 
. contact to Y.A. comm i tm0n to ••• 32,1 33·7 35·5 35·6 37.7 37·9 43·0 

Alcohol with present offense., .. 3,7,50 3,305 2,850 2,530 2,242 1,857 1,397 
None or unknown ............... 3,291 2,986 2,659 2,344 2,078 1,731 1 ,271 
Alcohol used •.......•..•...... 459 319 191 186 164 126 126 

Overa II a 1 coho I usage ........... - 3,305 2,850 2,530 2,242 1,857 1,397 
None 0 r un known ..............• - 2,599 2,294 2,026 1 ,213 606 307 
S I I ght to moderate ............ - 556 509 485 996 1 , 113 926 
Excess i ve ..................... - 150 47 19 33 138 164 

a. 
T~tals vary with availability of data. -14-

1972 1973 --
1,267 1,296 

1,085 1,103 
457 481 
603 601 

25 21 

1,262 -
750 -
512 -

1,267 -
334 -
69 -

703 -
161 -

1,267 1,296 
902 824 
365 472 

1,267 1,296 
851 959 
416 337 

1,267 1,296 
673 678 
493 509 
101 109 

1,267 1,296 
1, 154 1 ,212 

66 51 
47 33 

1,132 974 
853 734 
146 123 
133 117 

12.9 13·0 

15·2 15.1 

45·8 44.1 

1,267 1,296 
1 , 111 1 ,102 

156 194 
1,267 1,296 

294 522 
692 L~62 
281 312 



TABLE 2A 

CHARACTERISTICS OF FIRST COMMITMENTS TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY, 1965-1973 

Juvenile Court Males 

(Show i ng tota Is) 

Characteristics 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 

Total juvenile court males a 
3,750 3,305 2,850 2,242 1,857 ..... 2,530 1,397 

Evidence of psychol. disorder ... 3,350 2,974 2,512 2,186 1,940 1,575 1, 134 
Yes ...••... " •...... " .......... 976 900 710 650 604 463 332 
No .... " ......•...•...•.. r , •••• 2,374 2,074 1,802 1,536 1,336 1 , 112 802 

Grade last enrolled in school •.. 3,600 3,205 2,734 2,412 1,980 1,772 1,344 
Grades 1-6 ...........•........ 236 242 128 97 38 33 16 
Grades 7-9 •.•.......•....•.•.. 1,839 1,633 1,324 1, 158 666 548 397 
Grades 10-12 .......•.......... 1,505 1,287 1,250 1 , 126 1,257 1 , 159 913 
High School grad. or college .. 20 43 32 31 19 32 18 

Attitude toward school .......... 3,429 2,959 2,487 2,159 1,906 1,523 1 , 155 
Pos i ti ve ...................... 836 661 541 496 407 300 296 
Indifferent ......•.....•..•... 1,265 1,065 922 740 694 558 428 
Negat i ve .......•...•.......... 1,015 996 838 727 637 520 339 
Extremely negative •....•...... 313 237 186 196 168 145 92 

Frequency of school misbehavior. 3,523 3,081 2,614 2,311 2,002 1,624 1,204 
None ...........•.•.•.•........ 387 283 211 171 125 140 87 
Occas iona 1 .....•....••.....•.. 1,170 983 811 714 660 505 347 
Between occasional and often •. 914 859 776 607 524 420 331 
Of ten .......•.•............... 1,052 956 816 819 693 559 439 

Parental education level ........ 3,373 2,979 2,480 2,210 1,898 1,561 1 , 161 
8th grade or less ....... w ••••• 1, 134 905 713 603 508 424 297 
Some high school .......•...... 1,202 1,092 . 907 746 656 516 397 
High School grad. or college .. 1,037 982- 860 861 734 621 467 

Fami I y income from pub. assist •. 3,497 3, 114 2,634 2,317 2,020 1,627 1, 197 
None •...............••.......• 2.514 2,205 1,894 1,653 1,330 1,035 733 
Some •......•.•••••. , ••.••••..• 445 359 307 285 322 285 223 
A) 1 ............................ 538 550 433 379 368 307 241 

Socioeconomic level of fami ly ... 3,535 3, 152 2,678 2,342 2,053 1,642 1,214 
Below average .......•.•....... 2,369 1,990 1,602 1,374 1,230 974 720 
Average •.....•.•.. "'. l ••••• •••• 964 966 883 815 698 542 388 
Above average •....•.••..•.•... 202 196 193 153 125 126 106 

Father (or surrogatfl) 
Criminal record ............... 3,038 2,694 2,268 1,934 1,705 1,354 1,002 

Yes •....••....• " •.•.....••.• 940 790 615 519 451 345 256 
No ........................... 2,098 1,904 1,653 1,415 1,254 1,009 746 

Description of ward's friends ... 3,527 3,105 2,618 2,319 2,023 1,649 1,220 
No friends .................... 144 107 90 69 38 50 32 
Total with friends ...•........ 3,383 2,998 2,528 2,250 1,985 1,599 1,188 

Ma i n I y de I i nquen t •..•..•.... 1,273 1, 150 1,029 948 901 725 543 
Mixed-tend to del inquency ... 1,460 1,245 1,058 967 811 632 453 
M ixed- tend to non- de I i nq •..• 403 386 280 219 180 169 126 
Ma i n I y non-de 1 i nquen to ..•.•• 247 217 161 116 93 73 66 

a, 
Totals vary with availability of data. 
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1972 1973 

1,267 1,296 

1,055 927 
329 307 
726 620 

1,235 1,250 ... 

12 4 
360 312 
850 912 

13 22 

1,085 931 
252 220 
352 308 
387 297 

94 106 

1 , 123 994 
84 55 

294 295 
321 280 
424 364 

1,044 944 
263 224 
378 345 
403 375 

1 , 117 972 
644 559 
205 187 
268 226 

1, 149 1,004 
690 603 
387 325 

72 76 

883 799 
258 220 
625 579 

1, 150 998 
32 19 

1 , 118 979 
547 439 
414 386 
101 99 
56 55 

TABLE 2B 

CHARACTERISTICS OF FIRST COMMITMENTS TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY, 1965-1973 
Juvenile Court Males 

(Showing percents of totals) 

Character i st i cs 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 

Total juvenile court males a 3,750 3,305 2,850 2,530 2,242 1,857 1,397 . .... 
Area of commitment .............. 3,750 3,305 2,850 2,530 2,242 1,857 1,397 

Southern Cal ifornia •.........• 64.2 67.4 66·5 64.7 56.3 56.1 48.0 
Los Ange I es ••.•.....••...•.. 43·0 44.1 40·3 32·9 28.0 25·9 18.9 
San Diego •....•...•••...•..• 7.8 8.8 7.2 11.5 8.6 9·0 10.8 
8 other counties ............ 13 .4 14·5 19.0 20.3 19·7 21.2 18.3 

San Francisco Bay area .......• 19·9 18.1 18.5 18.7 23·9 2L~ .3 26.4 
Alameda •.....•.....•.....•.. 6.4 7.1 5·7 4.8 8.5 4.8 9·1 
San Francisco •..•.......•... 4.8 3·5 4.7 5·0 5·0 4.1 4.0 
7 other counties ............ 8.7 7·5 8.1 8.9 10.4 15.4 13.3 

Sacramento Valley ......•..••.. 5·2 3·8 6.1 6.2 7.2 6.6 9.1 

San Joaquin Valley ............ 8. 1 7.2 6.2 7.4 9·4 7.6 9.4 

22 other counties .....•.•..... 2.6 3·5 2.7 3·0 3·2 5.4 7·1 

Commitment offense ..•....•.....• 3,750 3,305 2,850 2,530 2,242 1,857 1,397 
Offenses against persons ....•. 15.5 15·3 15·1 15.8 17.8 20.1 25·3 
Offenses against property •..•. 39·0 38.7 37·3 32.4 29·8 28.0 31.6 
Narcotic and drug offenses •..• 4.3 6.0 10.7 10.6 12.0 11.2 10.0 
W& I Code violations ... ~ •..•. 29.6 27·9 27.4 29.8 29·4 30.3 23·1 
o the r ......................... 11.6 12.1 9·5 11.4 11.0 10.4 10.0 

Ethnic group ....•........•..•... 3,750 3,305 2,850 2,530 2,242 1,857 1,397 
Wh i te ......................... 49.6 50·3 53·3 56.9 53·9 53.4 51.0 
Mex i can-Amer i can .......•..•..• 20.2 18.9 18.3 17.4 16.9 19·3 19·0 
Negro •.....•.....•.....•.. ' ...• 28.3 29·0 26.4 24.4 27.4 24.9 26.4 
Othe r •....•.............•....• 1.9 1.8 2.0 1.3 1.8 2.4 3·6 

Pr ior record ... II II II II •• II II ••• 3,750 3,305 2,850 2,530 2,242 1,857 1,397 
None or unknown .....•.......•• 3.3 3·3 3·2 3·2 2·5 3·2 1.3 
De 1. contacts w/o commitments. 39.3 41.8 ll-3.4 42.3 42.4 36.1 33·6 
One prior commitment •....••... 42.2 42.0 42·3 42.3 40.6 41.8 39·1 
Two 0 r mo re p rio r comm i tmen t.s . 15·2 12·9 11. 1 12.2 14·5 18.9 26.0 

• 
Paren ta I mar ita 1 status •........ 3,683 3,226 2,800 2,495 2, 186 1,820 1,364 

No t ma r r jed ...............•... 4.2 8.9 8.5 7.5 6.2 6.3 7.6 
.. Unbroken ........•...•...•.•... 35.4 32·9 34.2 35·9 36.0 34.9 34.5 

Divorced/separated/death ..•... 60.4 58.2 57.3 56.6 57.8 58.8 57·9 

a Totals vary with availability of data. 
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1972 1973 

1,267 1,296 

1,267 1,296 
50.0 57.6 
23·0 30.1 
9. 1 9·0 

17·9 18.5 

23·9 21.6 
6.9 5·9 
4.7 5. 1 

12·3 10.6 

11. 1 7.0 

9·5 8.4 

5·5 5·4 

1,267 1,296 
30·5 36.6 
31.1 29.8 
5. 1 4.9 

21.9 16.6 
11.4 12.1 

'1,267 1,296 
45.1 43·0 
20.4 20.2 
31.3 34.0 
3·2 2.8 

1,267 1,296 
1.8 2·3 

32·5 43.1 
39.1 33·2 
26.6 21.4 

1,252 1,267 
4.2 4.2 

32·3 29·0 
63·5 66.8 



TABLE 2B 

CHARACTERISTICS OF FIRST COt1MITMENTS TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY, 1965-1973 

Juvenile Court Males 

(Showing percents of totals) 

-
Chara c ter i s tics 

--'----
Total juveni 

'. Re I i 9 ion .... 
Cathol ie .• 
Pro tes tan t 
Other .•... 

Tattoos •.... 
None ....•• 
One or mor 

Narcotics ••. 
None or un 
Dangerous 
Marijuana. 
Op i ates ... 

Weapons with 
None or un 
Weapons us 

Number of es 
None or un 
One or mor 

Ie court males a ...... 
.. • If .... ,. ................. 

· ...... ,. ... ,. .......... 
.. " ...... ,. ,. , ., ....... ,. ,. .. 
· .......................... 
!II ......... " ................... 

............................. ,. . 
e .............................. 

· ...................... ,. ...... 
known ....... " ............. 
drugs ............... 
· ............................ 
ill .. ,. ,. ......... " ....... ,. •• ,. 

present offense •... 
known,. .. ,. .... ,. ........ 
ed. ,. ,. ,. ........... ,. ,. ....... 

capes,. ....... . ' , ,. . ,. ,. ....... 
known ... ,. . ,. ,. ........ ,. ... 
e. ,. ................. " ..... 

-offenders .......... Number of co 
None or un 
One or two 
Three or m 

Number of pr 
None or un 
One ........ . 
Two or mor 

Number of fo 
None •..•.• 
One •..• , .... 

known .................... · ......................... 
ore. It,. ................ 

ior depend. con tac ts 
known ................. ,. •• 
.. . .. ,. ,. " ........ " .. " ... 
e •.. II ... t ••• " ............ 

ster home placements 
· ............................ 
.. .. .. . .. .. . .. . .. .. .. . . . . . . .. .. 

Two or mOl .. e ..... "" ................... 

.. Alcohol wi th 
None or un 
Al coho 1 us 

Overall alco 
None or un 
Slight to 
Excessive. 

present offense •... 
known ....................... 
ed ....... ~ ......... It ............ 

hoI usage .... " ............. 
known .. e 1!; 'C : .. ~ ............ 
moderate ...•........ 
.. " ....... " ...... " .............. 

1965 

3,750 

3,750 
37.8 
57.4 
4.8 

3,706 
72.6 
27.4 

3,750 
8;.8 

2.8 
8.4 
1.0 

3,750 
90.2 
9.8 

3,750 
85.6 
14.4 

3,750 
48.7 
37·5 
13.8 

3,750 
90·9 
6.2 
2.9 

3,524 
82.5 
10.2 
7·3 

3,750 
87.8 
12.2 

-
-
-
-

-. . ~Totals vary with availability of data. 

1966 1967 1968 

3,305 2,850 2,530 

3,305 2,850 2,530 
37.4 37.1 36.2 
56.7 58.2 57.8 
5·9 4.7 6.0 

3,271 2,819 2,501 
77 .1 73 .2 71.7 
22·9 26.8 28.3 

3,305 2,850 2,530 
82.4 68.9 61.4 

2·9 3.8 6.6 
13·7 24.2 28.1 
1.0 3·1 3·9 

3,305 2,850 2,530 
91.4 94·3 91.7 
8.6 5·7 8.3 

3,305 2,850 2,530 
86.7 85·2 83·9 
13 ·3 14.8 16.1 

3,305 2,850 2,530 
47.1 50.2 56.5 
39·0 .! 37.5 33.6 
13·9 12.3 9·9 

3,305 2,850 2,530 
89·4 91.1 92·7 
8·3 6·9 5.8 
2·3 2.0 1.5 

3, 136 2,663 2,315 
83·1 83.8 83.4 
8.8 9·0 9.8 
8.1 7.2 6.8 

3,305 2,850 2,530 
90·3 93·3 92.6 
9·7 6.7 7.4 

3,305 2,850 2,530 
78.6 80.5 80.1 
16.8 17.9 19.2 
4.6 1.6 0·7 
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1969 1970 1971 

2,242 1,857 1,397 

2,242 1,857 1,397 
33·£ 38.6 39·4 
59·0 52.1 46.4 
7.8 9·3 14.2 

2,221 1,839 1,385 
70,5 66·3 59·8 
29.5 33·7 40.2 

2,242 1,857 1,397 
40.0 26.6 19·0 
7·9 8.0 7.8 

44.7 55·5 58.1 
7.4 9·9 15. 1 

2,242 1,857 1,397 
88.8 84.4 74.7 
11.2 15.6 25·3 

2,242 1,857 1,397 . 
82.2 75.8 67.2 
17.8 24.2 32.8 

2,242 1,857 1,397 
54.3 56.3 55.1 
34.9 34.1 36.6 
10.8 9·6 8.3 

2,242 1,857 1,397 
92.4 92·9 94.0 
5·3 4.0 4.1 
2·3 3·1 1.9 

2,056 1,652 1,222 
85.3 81.2 78.6 

8.7 11.2 10·9 
6.0 7.6 10·5 

2,242 1,857 1 ,397 
92.7 93·2 91.0 
7·3 6.8 9·0 

2,242 1,857 1,397 
54.1 32.6 22.(,l 
44.4 60.0 66·3 

1.5 7.4 11.7 

1972 1973 

1,267 1,296 

1,085 1,103 
42.1 43.6 
55·6 54·5 
2·3 1..9 

1,262 -
59·4 -
40.6 -

1,267 -
26.4 -
5.4 -

55·5 -
12.7 -

. 1,267 1,296 
71.2 63·6 
28.8 36.4 

1,267 1,296 
67 .. 2 74.0 
32.8 26.0 

1,267 1,296 
53.1 52·3 
38.9 39·3 
8.0 8.4 

1,267 1,296 
91.1 93·5 
5.2 3·9 
3·7 2.6 

1, 132 974 
75.4 75.4 
12.9 12.6 
11.7 12.0 

1,267 1,296 
87.7 85.0 
12·3 15·0 

1,267 1,296 
23·2 40·3 
54.6 35.6 
22.2 24.1 

· 

• 

• 

.' 

TABLE 2B 

CHARACTERISTICS OF FIRST COMMITMENTS TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY, 1965-1973 

Juvenile Court Males 

(Showing percents of totals) 

Characteristics 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 

Total juvenile court males a 
3,750 3,305 .. ...... 2,850 2,530 2,242 1,857 1,397 

Evidence of psychol. disorder ... 3,350 2,974 2,512 2,186 1,940 1,575 1, 134 
Yes. " ........... " ........................... 29.1 30·3 28.3 29·7 31.1 29.4 29·3 
No ... " ...• II ........................... 70.9 69.7 71.7 70·3 68.9 70.6 70.7 

Grade last enrolled in schoo I ... 3,600 3,205 2,734 2,41? 1,980 1,772 1,344 
Grades 1-6 ........................... 6.6 7·5 4.7 4.0 1.9 1.9 1.2 
Grades 7-9 .................... 51.1 51.0 48.4 48.0 33.6 30·9 29·5 
Grades 10- 12 ................ It ..... 41.8 40.2 45·7 46.7 63·5 65.4 67.9 
High School grad. or college .. 0·5 1.3 1.2 1.3 1.0 1.8 1.4 

Attitude toward schoo I .......... 3,429 2,959 2,487 2,159 1,906 1,523 1 , 155 
Positive ....................... 24.4 22·3 21.7 23·0 21.4 19·7 25.6 
Indifferent ................... 36.9 36.0 37.1 34.3 36.4 36.6 37.1 
Nega t i ve ...................... 29.6 33·7 33·7 33.6 33.4 34.2 29·3 
Extremely negative ............ 9.1 8.0 7·5 9.1 8.8 9·5 8.0 

Frequency of school misbehavior. 3,523 3,081 2,614 2,311 2,002 1,624 1,204 
None .................................. 11.0 9·2 8.1 7.4 6.2 8.6 7.2 
Occas iona I .................... 33.2 31.9 31.0 30·9 33.0 31.1 28.8 
Between occasional and of ten .. 25·9 27.9 29·7 26·3 26.2 25·9 27·5 
Often ................................. 29·9 31.0 31.2 35.4 34.6 34.4 36.5 

Parental educat ion 1 eve 1 ••.••••• 3,373 2,979 2,480 2,210 1,898 1,561 1 , 161 
8th grade or 1 ess ............... 33.6 30.4 28.7 27.3 26.8 27.2 25.6 
Some high school .....•........ 35.6 36.6 36.6 33.7 34·5 33·0 34.2 
High School grad. or college .. 30.8 33·0 34.7 39.0 38.7 39.8 40.2 

Family income from pub. assist .. 3,497 3, 114 2,634 2,317 2,020 1,627 1, 197 
None ............ ' . .......................... 71.9 70.8 71.9 71.3 65.9 63.6 61.3 
SOrT)e, ..................................... 12.7 11.5 11.7 12·3 15.9 17·5 18.6 
All ........................................... 15.4 17.7 16.4 16.4 18.2 18.9 20.1 

Socioeconomic level of family ... 3,535 3, 152 2,678 2,342 2,053 1,642 1,214 
Be I ow ave rage ................. 67.0 63.1 59·8 58.7 59·9 59·3 59.3 
Ave rage ........................ " ............ 27.3 30.7 33·0 34.8 34.0 33·0 32.0 
Above ave rage ............•.... 5.7 6.2 7.2 6.5 6.1 7.7 8.7 

Father (or surrogate) 
Cr imina I record .................... 3,038 2,694 2,268 1,934 ,1,705 1,354 1,002 

Yes ........................................ 30·9 29·3 27.1 26.8 26.5 25·5 25.5 
No ........................................... 69.1 70.7 72·9 73 .2 73.5 74.5 74·5 

Description of ward's friends ... 3,527 3,105 2,618 2,319 2,023 1,649 1,220 
No friends .................... 144 107 90 69 38 50 32 
Total wi th friends ............. 3,383 2,998 2,528 2,250 1,985 1,599 1 , 188 

Mainly del inquent ........... 37.6 38.4 40.7 42.1 45·4 45·3 45.7 
Mixed-tend to del inquency ... 43·2 41.5 41.8 43.0 40.8 39·5 38.1 
Mixed-tend to non-de Ii nq .... 11.9 12·9 11. 1 9.7 9·1 10.6 10.6 
Mainly non-del inquent ....... 7·3 7.2 6.4 5·2 4.7 4.6 5.6 

a Totals vary with availability of data. 
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1972 1973 

1,267 1,296 

1,055 927 
31.2 33·1 
68.8 66·9 

1,235 1,250 
1.0 0·3 

29·1 25·0 
68.8 72.9 

1.1 1.8 

1,085 931 
23·2 23·6 
32.4 33·1 
35.7 31.9 
8.7 11.4 

1, 123 994 
7·5 5·5 

26.2 29·7 
28.6 28.2 
37.7 36.6 

1,044 944 
25·2 23·7 
36.2 36.6 
38.6 39·7 

1 , 117 972 
57.7 57·5 
18.3 19·2 
24.0 23·3 

1,149 1,004 
60.0 60.0 
33·7 32.4 
6·3 7.6 

883 799 
29·2 27·5 
70.8 72.5 

1,150 998 
32 19 

1 , 118 979 
48.9 44.9 
37.0 39.4 
9·1 10.1 
5·0 5·6 



• 

TABLE 3A 

CHARACTERISTICS OF FIRST COMMITMENTS TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY, 1965-1973 

Criminal Court Males 

(Showing totals) 

Cha rac te r i s tics 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 

Total criminal court ma I es a 1,460 1,278 1,367 1,443 1,618 1,462 1 , L+33 .......... 

Area of comm i tmen t •............. 1,460 1,278 1,367 1,443 1,618 1,462 1,483 
Southern Cal ifornia ........... 1,073 968 1,008 1,047 1, 174 967 933 

Los Angeles ................. 820 719 731 737 820 630 617 
San Diego ..•.......•..•..... 69 46 55 61 42 47 76 
8 other counties ..•......... 184 103 222 249 312 290 240 

San Francisco Bay area ........ 181 135 139 148 216 279 319 
Alameda •..........•......... 27 34 26 37 44 49 52 
San Francisco ............... 44 39 53 47 58 58 39 
7 other count ies ............ 110 62 60 64 114 172 228 

Sacramento Valley ............• 76 59 86 120 96 64 63 
San Joaquin Valley ............ 85 71 95 89 96 105 100 

22 other counties .........•... 45 45 39 39 36 47 68 

Commitment offense .............. 1,460 1,278 1,367 1,443 1,618 1,462 1,483 
Offenses against persons ...... 302 264 275 366 38Q 359 375 
Offenses against property ..... 850 720 681 644 616 537 586 
Narcotic and drug offenses .... 147 167 290 332 469 445 404 
o the r .................................................. 161 127 121 101 144 121 118 

Ethnic group .............•...... 1,460 1,278 1,367 1,443 1,618 1,462 1,483 
Wh i te .................................................. 804 749 784 796 816 818 764 
Mexican-American ..•......•.•.. 247 216 218 211 290 244 296 
Neg ro .................................................. 381 296 336 413 485 373 386 
o the r .................................................. 28 17 29 23 27 27 37 

Median age in years ........•..•. 19.5 19.5 19·5 19.5 19.5 19.5 19·5 

Prior record ...........•........ 1,460 1,278 1,367 1,443 1,618 1,462 1,483 
None or unknown ............... 67 59 71 68 80 60 81 
Del. contacts w/o commitments. 670 490 572 657 747 643 629 
One prior commitment .......... 431 402 433 409 459 414 423 
Two or more prior commitments. 292 327 291 309 332 345 350 

Parental mar i ta I sta tus •....•... 1 ,41~8 1,254 1,354 1,436 1,586 1,444 1,454 
No t ma r r i e d .................•• l SoJ 44 77 52 58 42 63 
Unbroken ........................................... 532 468 519 574 660 611 575 
Divorced/separated/death ...... 898 742 758 810 868 791 816 

aTotals vary with availabil ity of data. 
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1972 1973 

1,209 1,239 

1,209 1,239 
702 768 
456 532 

57 62 
189 174 

308 238 
66 74 
43 52 

199 112 

80 97 

76 79 

43 57 

1,209 1,239 
335 397 
559 580 
219 165 
96 97 

1,209 1,239 
607 563 
230 224 
349 423 

23 29 

19·5 19·5 

1,209 1,239 
72 94 

493 515 
333 343 
311 287 

1, 187 1,214 
17 40 

447 404 
723 770 

TABLE 3A 

CHARACTERISTICS OF FIRST COMMITMENTS TO THE,YOUTH AUTHORITY, 1965-1973 

Criminal Court Males 

(Show i ngtota Is) 

Characteristics 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 
-

Total c rim ina I court males a 1,460 .......... 1,278 1,367 1,443 1,618 1,462 1,483 
Re Ii g ion ........................ 1,460 1,278 1,367 1,443 1,618 1,462 1,483 

Cathol ic ...................... 509 467 497 500 560 532 566 
Protes tant .............•...... 881 746 796 841 927 812 707 o the r .................................................. 70 65 74 102 131 118 210 

Tattoos .... , ................ II .... 199 48 25 47 108 94 965 
None ................................................... 193 46 16 34 71 59 524 
One 0 r rna re ................................ ,. .... 6 2 9 13 37 35 441 

Narcotics ....................... II •• 1,460 1,278 1,367 1,443 1,618 1,462 1,483 
None or unknown ..........•.... 1,053 795 671 430 350 213 182 
Dangerous drugs ...•........... 83 59 40 73 82 60 75 
Marijuana •.........•....•..... 279 375 586 811 985 910 849 
Opiates ..... II •••••••• I. II •••••• 45 49 70 129 201 279 377 

Weapons with present offense •... 1,460 1,278 1,367 1,443 1,618 1,462 1,483 
None or unknown ............... 1,182 1,040 1,105 1 , 113 1,210 1,071 1,047 
Weapons used ................................ 278 238 262 330 408 391 436 

Number of escapes ............... 1,460 1,278 1,367 1,443 1,618 1,462 1,483 
None or unknown ............... 1,347 1,149 1,299 1,377 1,547 1,372 1,358 
One or more ..................• 113 129 68 66 71 90 125 

Number of co-offenders ...•...... 1,460 1,278 1,367 1,443 1,618 1,462 1,483 
None or unknown •.............• 579 526 519 567 683 621 741 
One or two .................... 665 570 661 665 712 668 608 
Th ree 0 r mo re ................. 216 182 187 211 223 173 134 

Number of prior depend. contacts 1,460 1,278 1,367 1,443 1,618 1,462 1,483 
None or unknown ............... 1,401 ' 1,204 1,300 1,406 1,567 1,427 1,449 
One .•.•.•...•.•.•••.•..•.•••.• 44 57 59 28 39 24 24 
Two or more ................... 15 17 8 9 12 11 10 

Number of fos ter home placements 1,210 1,051 1 , 125 1, 158 1,322 1,186 1,224 
None •...•......•.•••...•.•..•• 1,074 958 1,033 1,068 1,232 1, 104 1,108 
One •..•••.••..••••.•..•.•..•.. 83 54 56 58 63 57 68 
Two or more .......•.•......... 53 39 36 32 27 25 48 

Median age at first del. contact 15·7 15.6 15.8 15.8 15·9 15.8 15·5 
-Median age at first prior commit 16·9 17.2 17·5 17.6 17.7 17.7 17.4 , 

Median months from first del. 
con tac t to Y. A. . commi tment .... 46.2 48~0 45.0 46.0 44.3 45.9 49.0 

Alcohol with present offense •... 1 ;'460 1,278 1,367 1,443 1,618 1,462 1,483 
None or unknown ............... 1,189 1,029 1, 180 1,246 1,370 1.,279 1,313 
Alcohol used .••......•...••... 271 249 187 197 248 183 170 

Overall alcohol usage •.....•..•• - 1,278 1,367 1,443 1,618 1,462 1,483 
None or unknown ...........•.•. - 246 246 313 307 154 243 
S light to mode ra te ............ - 784 977 892 1,042 921 944 
Excessive ........•............ - 248 144 238 269 387 296 

aTotals vary with availability of data. 
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1972 1973 

1,209 1,239 

1,026 1 ,021 
444 441 
549 552 

33 28 

1, 194 -
633 -
561 -

1,209 -
199 -
33 -

672 -
105 -

1,209 1,239 
854 806 
355 433 

1,209 1,239 
1,085 1, 129 

124 110 

1,209 1,239 
675 640 
465 520 

69 79 
1,209 1,239 
1 , 172 1,206 

28 24 
9 9 

999 874 
900 775 

55 53 
44 46 

15.4 15.1 

17.6 17.6 

51.2 53.7 
1,209 1 ,239 

986 963 
223 276 

1,209 1,239 
211 372 
605 450 
393 417 



TABLE 3A 

CHARACTERISTICS OF FIRST COMMITMENTS TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY, 1965-1973 

Criminal Court Males 

(Showing totals) 

CharacterIstics 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 

Total criminal court males a 1,460 1,278 1,367 1,443 1,618 1,462 1,483 ..... 
Evidence of psychol. disorder •.. 1, 104 981 1,048 1,070 1,236 1,104 1,166 .. 

Yes .................................................. 226 179 202 182 237 223 215 
No ............................................... " ...... 878 802 846 888 999 881 951 

~Grade last enrolled in school ... 1,444 1,270 1,354 1,439 1,590 1,449 1,450 
Grades 1-6 .................... 12 13 7 0 17 5 8 "" Grades 7-9 .................... 375 281 295 277 257 7.21 170 
Grades 10-12 ................•. 1 ,029 890 935 981 1 , 127 1 ,002 1 , 113 
High School grad. or college .. 28 86 117 172 189 221 159 

Attitude t?ward school .......... 1,120 957 1,027 1,032 1, 170 1,048 1 , 117 
Pos i t i ve .................... " ........ " .......... 346 294 315 338 398 387 L~43 
Ind ifferent .•...... , •....•.... 470 380 407 397 456 376 379 
Negat i ve ..... " .. ".' ................... " ... " .. 263 244 266 256 292 2L~8 257 
Extremely negative ............ 41 39 39 41 24 37 38 

Frequency of school misbehavior. 1 , 151 999 1,075 1,074 1,224 1,078 1,184 
None .. " " ....... " ............... ~ ....... 222 210 198 213 225 185 228 
Occas i ona I .................... 489 409 429 434 499 450 455 
Between occasional and often .. 257 222 251 231 282 255 277 
Often ...... " I ••• ., ••••• a' ••• ' ...... 183 158 197 196 218 188 224 

Parental education level ........ 1 , 108 970 1 ,042 1 ,070 1 ,208 1 ,096 1 , 158 
8th grade or less ............. 306 290 287 265 315 245 250 
Some high school .............. 423 338 375 372 414 381 406 
High School grad. or col lege .. 379 342 380 433 479 470 502 

Fami ly income from pub. assist .. 1, 162 1,041 1 ~ 105 1, 154 1,308 1,166 1,208 
None ................ " ......•.•..... 958 837 880 922 1,000 870 839 
Some .. " • ':. ..... " • " " ................ 91 94 98 106 145 143 173 
Al1 ....... " ... " ..... ,. ........ " ..• " . " . 113 110 127 126 163 153 196 

Socioeconomic level of fami ly ... 1,194 1,056 1,136 1, 177 1,328 1,169 1,230 
Be I ow average .......•.......•. 704 598 617 624 701 538 64L~ 
Average •. " " ................ II ••••• " •• 396 358 1+26 452 518 520 472 
Above average ..................... 94 100 93 101 109 111 114 

Father (or surrogate) 
~ 

Ciimi nal record •.............. 1,029 U95 955 992 1 , 118 979 1,019 
Yes ...... " ... " ..................... 219 197 166 177 176 150 165 
No ....•........•. 0; •• ,. ••• ,. ••• 810 698 789 815 942 829 854 

• Description of ward's friends •.• 1,187 1,050 1, 120 1,169 1,308 1 , 181 1,243 
No friends ...................• 30 23 25 14 24 12 25 
Tota I with friends ............ 1, 157 1,027 1,095 1, 155 1,284 1,169 1,218 

Mainly del inquent ........... 416 403 437 491 544 489 472 
Mixed. tend to del inquency ... 492 419 457 470 547 501 490 
Mixed. tend to non- de I i nq .... 149 131 122 126 134 110 177 
Mainly non-del inquent ....... 100 74 79 68 59 69 79 

a . Totals vary With availability of data . 
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1972 1973 

1,209 1,239 

949 827 
217 177 
732 650 

1,176 1 ~ 192 
3 3 

96 94 
983 883 
94 212 

924 810 
350 302 
310 295 
220 187 
44 26 

976 859 
184 157 
343 321 
242 216 
207 165 
926 842 
191 185 
328 316 
407 341 

993 876 
707 584 
135 143 
151 149 

1,026 900 
493 461 
421 352 
112 87 

821 71 L~ 
170 146 • 
651 568 

1,027 893 
21 14 

1,006 879 
420 354 
377 351 
120 110 
89 64 

TABLE 3B 

CHARACTERISTICS OF FIRST COMMITMENTS TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY, 1965-1973 

Criminal Court Males 
(Showing percents of totals) 

Characteristics 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 

Total criminal court ma les a 1,460 . .... 1,278 1,367 1,443 1,618 1,462 1 , LIB3 

Area of commitment .............. 1,460 1,278 1,367 1,443 1,618 1.462 1,483 Southern Cal ifornia ........... 73·5 75.7 73.7 72.6 72.6 66.1 62.9 Los Ange I es ................. 56.2 56.2 53·5 51.1 50.7 43.1 41.6 San Diego ................... 4.7 3.6 4.0 4.2 2.6 3·2 5.1 8 other count ies ............ 12.6 15·9 16.2 173 19.3 19.8 16.2 

San Francisco Bay area ........ 12.4 10.6 10.2 10.2 13.4 19.1 21.5 
Alameda ...•... ,. ....••......• 1.9 2.7 1.9 2.6 2.7 3·3 3·5 San Francisco •.............. 3·0 3·1 ,3·9 3·2 3.6 4.0 2.6 7 other counties ............ 7·5 4.8 1'+.4 4.4 7.1 11.8 15.4 

Sacramento Valley ............. 5.2 4.6 6.3 8·3 5·9 4.4 4·3 
San Joaquin Valley ........•... 5.8 5.6 6.9 6.2 5·9 7.2 6.7 

22 other counties ............. 3·1 3·5 2.9 2.7 2.2 3·2 4.6 

Commi tment offense ..............• 1,460 1,278 1,367 1,443 1,618 1,462 1,483 Offenses against persons •..... 20.7 20.7 20.1 25.4 24.0 24.6 25·3 Offenses against property ..... 58.2 56.3 49.8 44.6 38.1 36.7 39·5 Narcotic and drug offenses ••.. 10.1 13.1 21.2 23·0 29.0 30.4 27.2 o the r •..•.... " ...........•.... 11.0 9.9 8.9 7.0 8·9 8.3 8.0 

Ethnic group .................... 1,460 1,278 1,367 1,443 1,618 1,462 1,483 Wh i te ......................... 55.1 58.6 57.4 55.2 50.4 56.0 51.5 Mexican-American .............. 16.9 16.9 15.9 14.6 17.9 16.7 20.0 
Negro ......... . ' .•.........•... 26.1 23.2 24.6 28.6 30.0 25·5 26.0 
Othe r .......................•. 1.9 1.3 2.1 1.6 1.7 1.8 2·5 

Pr ior record ............•....... 1,460 1,278 1,367 1,443 1,618 1,462 1,483 
None ............. 0 •••••••••••• 4.6 4.6 5.2 4.7 4.9 4.1 5·5 De I. contacts w/o commitments. 45.9 38.3 41.8 45.5 46.2 44.0 42.4 One prior commitment .......... 29·5 31.5 31.7 28.4 28.4 28.3 28·5 Two or more prior commitments. 20.0 25.6 21.3 21.4 20·5 23.6 23.6 

Parental ma rita I status ......... 1,448 1,254 1,354 1,436 1,586 1,444 1,454 Not married ..............•.... 1.2 3·5 5.7 3.6 3.7 2.9 4·3 Unb roken ••......•.......•.•... 36.7 37.3 38·3 40.0 41.6 42.3 39.6 Divorced/separated/death ...... 62.1 59.2 56.0 56.4 54.7 54.8 56.1 

a 
To ta I s va ry with ava I I ab I I I ty of da ta. 
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1972 1973 

1,209 1,239 

1,209 1,239 
58.1 62.0 
37.7 42.9 
4.7 5·0 

15.7 14.1 

25·5 19·2 
5·5 6.0 
3·5 4.2 

16·5 9·0 

6.6 7.8 

6·3 6.4 

3·5 4.6 

1,209 1,239 
27.7 32.1 
46.2 46.8 
18.1 13.3 
8.0 7.8 

1,209 1,239 
50.2 45.4 
19.0 18.1 
28.9 34.1 

1.9 2.4 

1,209 1,239 
6.0 7.6 

40.8 41.6 
27·5 27.7 
25·7 23.1 

1, 187 1,214 
1.4 3·3 

37.7 33·3 
60.9 63.4 



TABLE 3B 

CHARACTERISTICS OF FIRST COMMITMENTS TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY, 1965-1973 

Criminal Court Males 

(Showing percents of totals) 

Character i st ics 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 

Total criminal court males a 1,460 1,278 1,367 1,443 1 ;618 1,462 1,483 ...... 
• Re 1 i 9 ,on .............. ~ " .... " .. ~ ....... .: ...... " .. 1,460 1,278 1,367 1,443 1,618 1,462 1,483 

Cathol ic ...........•.......... 34·9 36·5 36.4 34.6 34.6 36.4 38.2 
Pro te 5 ta n t .................. .; .................. 60.3 58.4 58.2 58·3 57·3 55·5 47.7 
Other" . " ............ ~ " ...................... 4.8 5·1 5·4 7.1 8.1 8.1 14.1 ,. 

Tattoos ................. " ........ <I ................... 199 48 25 47 108 94 965 
None" ....... " ....... ~ ...... II ................. 97.0 95.8 64.0 72·3 65.7 62.8 54·3 
One 0 r mo re .. " .. " ....... ~ ................. 3.0 4.2 36.0 27·7 34·3 37.2 45.7 

Narc.otics ................ , ............... 1,460 1,278 1,367 1,443 1 ;618 1,462 1,483 
None or unknown .........•..... 12 .1 62.2 49,1 29·8 21.6 14.6 12·3 
Dangerous drugs ....•.•....•... 5·7 4.6 2·9 5·1 5.1 4.1 5·1 
Marijuana ............................ 19.1 29.4 42.9 56.2 60·9 62.2 57.2 
Op i a te s ............. " .' .......................... 3·1 3.8 5·1 8·9 12.4 19. 1 25.4 

Weapons with present offense •... 1,460 1,278 1,367 i ,443 1,618 1,462 1,483 
None or unknown ..•............ 81.0 81.4 80.8 77 .1 74.8 73·3 70.6 
Weapons used .......•.......... 19.0 18.6 19.2 22·9 25·2 26.7 . 29.4 

Number of escapes ....•.......... 1,460 1,278 1,367 1,443 1,618 1,462 1,483 
None or unknown .•............. 92·3 89·9 95·0 95·4 95·6 93.8 91.6 
One or more ................... 7.7 10.1 5·0 4.6 4.4 6.2 8.4 

Number of co-offenders .......... 1,460 1,278 1,367 1,443 1,618 1,462 1,483 
None or unknown ....•.......... 39·7 41.2 38.0 39 ·3 42.2 42.5 50.0 
One or two ................ {I' •••• 45.5 44.6 48·3 46.1 44.0 45·7 41.0 
Thl"ee 01" more ................. 14.8 14.2 13·7 14.6 13·8 11.8 9.0 

Number of prior depend. contacts 1,460 1,278 1,367 1,443 1,618 1,462 1,483 
None or unknown ............ '" 96.0 94.2 95·1 97.4 96·9 97.6 97.7 
O"e ................. #I •••••••••• 3·0 4·5 4·3 2.0 2.4 1.6 1.6 
Two 0 r 1110 re ......... '" ................... <I- ..... c • 1.0 1.3 0.6 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.7 

Number of foster home placements 1,210 1,051 1 , 125 1 , 158 1 ~ 322 1, 186 1,224 
None ...................... ~ ..... 88.7 91.2 91.8 92.2 93·2 93·1 90·5 4 One •..•.•...•• #I ............ " •••• 6.9 5.1 5·0 5·0 4.8 4.8 5·6 
Two 0 r rno re ......... #I •••••••••• 4.4 3·7 3·2 2.8 2.0 2.1 3·9 

• Al coho 1 with present offense •... 1,460 1,278 1,367 1,443 1,618 1,462 1,483 
None or unknown ....••...•..... 81.4 80·5 86·3 86·3 84.7 87·5 88·5 Alcohol used ........... :- ............ " ....... .. 18.6 19.5 13.7 13·7 15·3 12·5 11.5 

Overa 11 alcohol usage •......•... - 1,278 1,367 1,443 1,618 1,462 1,483 
None or unknown. I'" to •••• If ••••• - 19·3 18.0 21.7 19.0 10·5 16.4 
51 ight to moderate .•.••.•..•.• - 61.3 71.5 61.8 64.4 63·0 63.6 
Ex.cess ive ........... .. , .. " ..... - 19.4 10·5 16·5 16.6 26·5 20.0 

"1'1'::'--_. • . Totals vary with availability of data. 
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1972 1973 

1,209 1,239 

1,026 1,021 
43.3 43.2 
53,5 54.1 
3.2 2.7 

1 , 194 -
53.0 -
47.0 -

1,209 -
16.5 -
2.7 -

55.6 -
25.2 -

1,209 1,239 
70.6 65.1 
29.4 34.9 

1,209 1,239 
89.7 91.1 
10.3 8·9 

1,209 1,239 
55.8 51.6 
38.5 42.0 

5.7 6.4 

1,209 1,239 
96.9 97.3 

2.3 2.0 
0.8 0.7 

999 874 
90.1 88,7 

5.5 6.1 
4.4 5.2 

1,209 1,239 
81.6 77 ·7 
18.4 22.3 

1,209 1,239 
17.5 30.0 
50.0 36.3 
32·5 33.7 

TABLE 3B 

CHARACTERISTICS OF FIRST COMMITMENTS TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY, 1965-1973 

Criminal Court Males 

(Showing percents of totals) 

Characteristics 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 

Total cr imi na 1 court males a 1,460 1,278 1,367 1,443 1,618 1,462 1,483 II'" • 

~Evidence of psychol. d i so rde r .•. 1 , 10l+ 981 1,048 1,070 1,236 1,104 1,166 
yes ........................... 20·5 18.2 19.3 17.0 19·2 20.2 18.4 
No ....... " " ..... " " ... , ..•. 1# • " " • 79.5 81.8 80.7 83.0 80.8 79·8 81.6 

I'"Grade last enrolled in school ... 1,444 1,270 1,354 1,439 1,590 1,449 1,450 
Grades 1-6 ...... " .. , II' •••• " • II • 0.8 1.0 0·5 0.6 1.1 0·3 0·5 
Grades 7-9 .. .' ................. 26.0 22.1 21.8 19.2 16.1 15·3 11.2 
Grades 10-12 ..... " OJ OJ " " II " •• " 1# • " " • 71.3 70.1 69.1 68.2 70·9 69·1 76.8 
High School grad. or college .. 1.9 6.8 8.6 12.0 11.9 15·3 11.0 

Attitude toward schoo 1 •••••••••• 1,120 957 1,027 1,032 1,170 1,048 1 , 117 
Pos i t i ve ...... " . " J •• #I " .... #I ••• " 30.9 30.7 30.7 32.7 34.0 36·9 39·7 
Indifferent ..............•. e •• 42.0 39.7 39.6 38·5 39·0 35·9 33·9 
Negat i ve .................•.... 23·5 25.5 25.9 24.8 25·0 23·7 23.0 
Extreme 1 y negat ive .•.••....... 3.6 4.1 3.8 4.0 2.0 3·5 3.4 

Frequency of school misbehavior. 1,151 999 1,075 1,074 1,224 1,070 1,184 
None .... 'to ,. ,. ,. ,. ......... ~ .... " " " • " <I •••• 19.3 21.0 18.4 19·8 18.4 17·2 19·3 
Dccas i ona 1 ...................• 42.5 41.0 39.9 40.4 40.8 41.7 38.4 
Between occasional and often .. 22·3 22.2 23.4 21.5 23·0 23·7 23·4 
Often ..... "" ........ " ..•.•.... 15.9 15.8 18.3 18·3 17.8 17.4 18.9 

Parental education level ........ 1 , 1 08 970 1 ,042 1 ,070 1,208 1 ,096 1 , 158 
8th grade or less ............. 27.6 29.9 27.5 24.8 26.1 22·3 21.6 
Some high schoo 1 .........•.... 38.2 34.8 36.0 34.8 34.3 34.8 35·1 
High School grad. or college .. 34.2 35·3 36.5 40·5 39·6 42·9 43.3 

Fam i 1y income from pub. assist. . 1 , 162 1,041 1, 105 1,154 1,308 1,166 1,208 
None ..............•. 1/1 •• " • 11 • " " • 82.5 80.4 79.6 79.9 76.4 74.6 69·5 
Some" .. <I ••••••• " •••• " •••• fI •• " • 7.8 9.0 8.9 9.2 11.1 12·3 14.3 
All ........ " " .... " . " .. " " ... ~ ...• 9·7 10.6 11.5 10·9 '12·5 13,1 16.2 

Socioeconomic level of family ... 1, 194 1,056 1,136 1,177 1,328 1,169 1,230 
Below average ................. 58·9 56.6 54.3 53·0 52.8 46.0 52·3 
Average .......... ,. ,. ............. 41 , ••• 33.2 33·9 37.5 38.4 39·0 44·5 38.4 
Above aver,age ............ , .... 7.9 9·5 8.2 8.6 8.2 9·5 9·3 

Father (or surrogate) , Criminal record."." ... ,. ...... " 1 ,029 895 955 992 1 , 118 979 1 , 019 
Yes •. ., .' . " ...... " , . " •.•.. #I • " ... 21.3 22.0 17.4 17.8 15·7 15·3 16.2 
No .... iI' •••• " ••••••••••• fI ••• " 78.7 78.0 82.6 82.2 84·3 84.7 83.8 

-Description.of ward's friends ... 1,187 1,050 1,120 1 ,169 1,308 1 , 181 1,243 
No friends ... , ...... , ......... 30 23 25 14 24 12 25 
Total with friends ............ 1, 157 1,027 1,095 1, 155 1,284 1,169 1,218 

11ainly del inquent ........... 36.0 39·2 39.9 42·5 42.4 41.8 38.8 
~I ixed- tend to de 1 i nquency ..• 42·5 40.8 41.7 40.7 42.6 42·9 40.2 
H Ixed- tend to non- de I i nq .... 12.9 12.8 11.2 10.9 10.4 9·4 14.5 
Mainly non-del inquent •...•.. 8.6 7.2 7.2 5·9 4.6 5·9 6·5 

.. -
. ~Tot~ls vary with availability of data. -24-

1_ 

1972 1973 

1,209 1 ,239 

949 827 
22·9 21.4 
77 .1 78.6 

1,176 1,192 
0.2 0.2 
8.2 7·9 

83.6 74.1 
8.0 17·8 

924 810 
37 ·9 37·3 
33·5 36 .L~ 
:t.3·8 23·1 
L~. 8 3·2 

976 859 
18·9 18·3 
35·1 37·4 
24.8 25·1 
21.2 19·2 
926 842 

20.6 22.0 
35·4 37·5 
44.0 40·5 

993 876 
71.2 66.7 
13·6 16·3 
15·2 17·0 

1,026 900 
48.1 51.2 
41.0 39·1 
10·9 9·7 

821 714 
20.7 20.L~ 

'19·3 79.6 
1,027 893 

21 14 
1,006 879 
41.8 40·3 
37·5 39·9 
11.9 12·5 
8.8 7·3 



TABLE 4A 

CHARACTERISTICS OF FIRST COMMITMENTS TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY, 1965-1973 

All Females 

(Show i ng tota Is) 

Characteristics 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 

Total females a 980 887 781 717 634 427 338 .................. 
Juvenile court ................ 898 825 721 634 537 349 254 
Cr i mi na I cou rt ...............• 82 62 60 83 97 78 84 

Area of commitment. ............. 980 887 781 717 634 427 338 
Southern Cal ifornia ........... 638 603 508 487 388 237 184 

Los Ange I es ................. 431 421 308 286 208 99 78 
San Diego ................... 80 83 72 76 60 37 27 
8 other counties ............ 127 99 128 125 120 101 79 

San Francisco Bay area ........ 202 161 158 114 133 130 99 
A I ameda ....•................ 65 48 53 36 42 19 11 
San Francisco ............... 55 44 40 36 42 37 27 
7 other counties ............ 82 69 65 42 49 74 61 

Sacramento Valley ............. 59 37 40 39 25 18 11 

San Jonquin Valley •........... 66 67 56 63 70 27 25 
~2 other counties ............. 15 19 . 19 14 18 15 19 

Commitment offense .............. 980 887 781 717 634 427 338 
Offenses against persons ...... 62 75 59 72 72 61 45 
Offenses against property ..... 165 142 93 100 77 60 70 
Narcotic and drug offenses ...• 43 51 65 80 105 70 61 
W & I Code violations ......... 589 520 465 375 315 189 127 
Other ......................... 121 99 99 90 65 47 35 

Ethnic group .................. ~. 980 887 781 717 634 427 338 
Wh i te ................ e , ••••••• to .. 525 474 434 434 384 267 196 
Mex i can- Ame r i can .............. 148 128 115 84 81 54 50 
Negro. " ....................... 287 254 211 179 154 92 78 
Other .......................... 20 31 21 20 15 14 14 

Median age in yea rs ............ '. 16.2 16.0 16.3 16.3 16.5 16.5 16.8 
Prior record ...•...... , ......... 980 887 781 717 634 427 338 

None or unknown ............... 50 28 27 23 25 8 16 
Del. contacts w/o commitments. 588 596 559 512 465 284 200 
One prior commitment .......... 266 208 165 162 115 112 88 
Two or more prior commitments. 76 55 30 20 29 23 34 

Parental marital status ......... 955 860 754 714 607 417 329 
Not married ..............•.... 47 98 67 51 38 37 29 
Unb roken .....•.•.........•...• 216 226 178 205 184 115 83 
Divorced/separated/death ...... 692 536 509 458 385 265 217 

aTotals vary with availabil ity of data. 
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1972 

252 

194 
58 

252 
128 
44 
16 
68 

58 
5 

24 
29 

28 

21 

17 

252 
42 
40 
39 

107 
l 24 

252 
'147 
46 
54 
5 I 

I 16.7 

252 
15 

168 
44 
25 

247 
11 
67 

169 

1973 
-

223 

168 
55 

223 
139 

63 
22 
54 

48 
12 
9 

27 

12 

15 

9 

223 
c/ ,0 

39 
29 
73 
2b 

223 
109 
34 
70 
10 

16·9 
223 

12 
147 
42 
22 

221 
12 
59 • 150 

I 

TABLE 4A 

CHARACTERISTICS OF FIRST COMMITMENTS TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY, 1965-1973 

All Females 

(Showing totals) 

Characteristics 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 

Total females a 
980 887 781 717 634 427 338 .................. 

Re I i g ion ... , .................... 980 887 781 717 634 427 338 
Cathol ic ...................... 372 346 285 249 250 165 122 
Protestant, .................•. 545 494 469 439 348 224 167 
Other •........................ 63 47 27 29 36 38 49 

Tattoos ......................... 969 884 777 716 629 426 333 
None •..........••••......•.••. 707 599 536 542 475 326 176 
One or more ................... 262 285 241 174 154 100 157 

Narcotics ........... II •••••••••• 980 887 781 717 634 427 338 
None or unknown ............... 720 580 408 284 149 62 38 
Dangerous drugs ............... 97 60 57 89 93 60 30 
Mar i j uana •....•.•........•.... 142 221 263 291 308 188 156 
Opiates .•.....•.•.......•.•. II 21 26 53 53 84 117 114 

Weapons with present offense .... 980 887 781 717 634 427 338 
None or unknown ............... 937 854 766 695 603 388 297 
Weapons used •. ,. ................ 43 33 15 22 31 39 41 

Number of escapes ............... 980 887 781 717 634 427 338 
None or unknown •.........•.... 897 807 730 679 594 382 282 
One 0 r (Tl() re .........•.•.....•. 83 80 51 38 40 45 56 

Number of co-offenders .......... 980 887 781 717 634 427 338 
None or unknown ............... 567 .547 458 432 419 278 214 
One or two ................... .: 305 258 243 220 158 112 88 
Thre.e or more ................. 108 82 80 65 57 37 36 

Number of prior depend. contacts 980 887 781 717 634 427 338 
None or unknown ............... 833 752 642 619 532 372 294 

:'''One· ••••••••••••••••••• tI ••••••• 106 98 94 72 50 39 28 
Two or more ................... 41 37 45 26 52 16 16 

Number of foster home placements 904 815 713 624 550 362 277 
None .......................... 571 510 435 381 326 203 156 
One •••...•.•.••..•...•..•••..• 163 154 153 122 101 82 56 
Two or more ...•............... 170 151 125 121 123 77 65 

Median age at firs t de I . contact 14.2 14.2 14.1 14.2 14.2 14.1 14.1 
Median age at first prior commit 14.9 14.9 15.1 1.- .., 11, R 15·3 '/5.6 1:-.,) ."'V 
Median months from firs t de I . 

contact to Y.A. commi tment .... 19.6 19·9 21.7 22.6 24.8 25·8 28·3 
Alcohol with present offense .... 980 887 781 717 634 427 338 

None 0 r un known ............... 850 806 733 667 591 397 322 
Alcohol used .................. 130 81 48 50 43 30 16 

Overall alcohol usage ...... (I" •• - 887 781 717 634 427 338 
None or unknown ............... - 720 655 586 392 201 151 
S light to moderate ............ - 143 120 127 239 189 172 
Excess i ve ..................... - 24 6 - 4 3 37 15 

a, 
Totals vary With availability of data. 
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1972 1973 

252 223 

211 190 
83 68 

124 I 119 
4 I 3 

250 -
143 -
107 -
252 i -

59 I 

I -
30 I -
96 I , -
67 -

252 223 
224 I 176 

28 I 47 
252 I 223 
209 

I 
184 

43 39 
252 I 223 
162 I 149 
72 I 63 
18 I 11 

i 
252 I 223 
223 , 195 I 

15 I 15 
14 ! 13 

213 168 
106 93 
48 28 
59 47 

13.9 13·9 . 

15·6 15.4 

30·5 34.5 
252 223 
235 207 

17 16 
252 223 
104 113 
108 73 
40 37 



TABLE 4A 

CHARACTERISTICS OF FIRST COMMITMENTS TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY, 1965-1973 

All Females 

(Show i ng tota Is) 

Characteristics 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 

Total females a 
980 887 781 634 427 .................. 717 338 

Evidence of psychol. disorder .•. 846 777 678 591 518 330 255 
-r Yes •..........•.•.........•... 318 276 247 235 241 142 118 

No •.•....•............•....... 528 501 431 356 277 188 137 
"Grade las~ enrolled in school ... 928 848 753 697 598 386 320 

Grades 1-6. ,. ..... ,. ............ 10 13 6 t: 2 2 2 v 

Grades 7-9 .................... 398 389 303 238 218 118 83 
Grades 10-12 .................. 509 436 429 436 353 255 212 
High School grad. or college .. 11 10 15 17 25 11 23 

Attitude toward school ....•..... 864 757 660 553 487 308 245 
Pos it i ve ....................... 155 138 139 93 95 67 59 
Indifferent ................... 319 247 232 198 156 97 86 
Negative ...................... 257 276 211 197 171 104 79 
Extremely negative ......•..... 133 96 78 65 65 40 21 

Frequency of school misbehavior. 893 795 683 605 528 339 270 
None ... 41 ••••• ' •••••••••••••••• 84 72- 60 54 40 17 18 
Occas i ona 1 .......•............ 203 165 171 130 118 81 71 
Between occasional and often .. 244 245 204 171 145 88 61 
Often ... , ..................... 362 313 248 250 225 153 120 

Parental educat ion 1 eve I ....•... 831 753 651 593 503 322 260 
8th grade or 1 ess ............. 261 191 161 125 110 73 51 
Some high school .~ ............ 285 311 217 234 184 107 91 
High School grad. or college .. 285 251 273 234 209 142 118 

Fami I y income from pub. assist .. 896 805 708 618 545 346 277 
None ...•....•................. 614 543 489 435 365 221 155 
Sorre ...•.....................• 111 99 95 74 77 63 70 
A 11 ••••.•.•••.••••••.••..•.••• 171 163 124 109 103 62 52 

Socioeconomic level of fami Iy ... 900 810 710 625 552 352 277 
Below average .................. 625 558 487 400 330 205 170 
Average ....................... 235 208 186 186 192 131 86 
Above average ................. 40 44 37 39 30 16 21 

Fa ther (or surrogate) 
Criminal record ............... 726 694 606 539 465 287 229 • Yes •.••.......•.........•... 258 267 207 153 138 96 63 

No .•.•.•.. ,. •...•...•........ 468 427 399 386 327 191 166 
• Description of ward IS friends ... 896 816 704 616 548 354 280 

No friends .... 11.,1 II II II ••••• 44 35 24 13 10 10 5 
Total with friends ............ 852 781 680 603 538 344 275 

Mainly del inquent ........•.. 389 400 352 343 307 194 160 
Mixed-tend to delinquency ... 324 265 245 188 164 114 83 
M i xed- tend to non- de I i nq .... 70 65 45 43 37 20 17 
Mainly non-del inquent ....... 69 51 38 29 30 16 15 

a Totals vary with availability of data. 
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1972 1973 

252 223 

190 153 
87 59 

103 94 
242 217 

2 3 
72 64 

158 136 
10 14 

191 141 
46 34 
65 45 
59 42 
21 20 

210 163 
23 7 
49 41 
50 46 
88 69 

195 150 
40 29 
65 52 
90 69 

212 168 
139 108 
39 30 
34 30 

213 170 
115 87 
85 68 
13 15 

171 139 
53 36 

118 103 
218 175 

6 7 
212 168 
123 90 
62 60 
11 13 
16 5 

TABLE 4B 

CHARACTERISTICS OF FIRST COMMITMENTS TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY, 1965-1973 

All Fema I es 

(Showing percents of totals) 

Characteristics 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 

Total females a 980 887 781 717 634 427 338 .................. 
Juven i Ie court ................ 91.6 93·0 92.3 88.4 84.7 81.7 75·1 
Cr i m i na I court ................ 8.4 7.0 7.7 11.6 15·3 18.3 24.9 

Area of commitment .............. 980 887 781 717 634 427 338 
Southern Cal ifornia ........... 65·1 68.0 65.1 67.g 61.2 55·5 54.4 • 

Lo s An ge I e s ................. 44.0 47.5 39.5 39·9 32.8 23·2 23·1 
San Diego ................... 8.2 9·3 9·2 10.6 9·5 8.7 8.0 
8 other counties ............ 12.9 11.2 16.4 17.4 18.9 23.6 23·3 

San Franc i sco Bay a rea ........ 20.6 18. 1 20.2 15·9 21.0 30·5 29·3 
Alameda ...................... 6.6 5.4 6.8 5·0 6.6 4·5 3·3 
San Francisco ............••. 5.6 5·0 5·1 5·0 6.6 8.7 8.0 
7 other counties ............ 8.4 7.7 8.3 5·9 7.8 17·3 18.0 

Sacramento Valley ............. 6.0 4.2 5·1 5.4 4.0 4.2 3·3 
San Joaquin Valley ............ 6.8 7.6 7.2 8.8 11.0 6·3 7.4 

22 other counties ............. 1.5 2.1 2.4 2.0 2.8 3·5 5·6 
Commitment offense .............. 980 887 781 717 634 427 338 

Offenses against persons ...... 6.3 , 8.5 7.6 10.0 11.4 14·3 13·3 
Offenses against property ..... 16.8 16.0 11.9 13 ·9 12. 1 14.0 20.7 
Narcotic and drug offenses .... 4.4 5.7 8.3 11.2 16.6 16.4 18.0 
W& I Code vi 0 I at i on s •........ 60.1 58.6 59·5 52·3 49.7 44·3 37.6 
o the r ..............•.....•..•. 12.4 11. 2 12.7 1206 10.2 11.0 10.4 

Ethnic group ..............•..... 980 887 781 717 634 427 338 
Wh i te ......................... 53.6 53·5 55.6 60·5 60.6 62.5 58.0 
Mexican-American .............• 15. 1 14.4 14.7 11.7 12.8 12.7 14.8 
Neg ro ..•••..•.••..•.••••... " •. 29·3 28.6 27.0 25·0 24.3 21.5 23·1 
a the r ....•...•....•..•....•.•• 2.0 3·5 2.7 2.8 2·3 3·3 4.1 

Pr ior reco rd ................. " .. 980 887 781 717 634 427 338 
None or unknown ....•.........• 5·1 3·2 3·5 3·2 3·9 1.9 4.7 
De 1. contacts w/o commitments. 60.0 67.2 71.6 71.4 73·4 66.5 59·2 
One prior commitment. ......... 27.1 23·4 21.1 22.6 18.1 26.2 26.0 
Two or more prior commitments. 7.8 6.2 3·8 2.8 4.6 5·4 10.1 

• Parental marital status ......... 955 860 754 714 607 417 329 
No t ma r r i ed .......•.........•. 4.9 11.4 8.9 7.1 6.2 8.9 8.8 
Unbroken •......•.....•........ 22.6 26.3 23·6 28.7 30·3 27.6 25·2 

• Divorced/separated/death .....• 72.5 62.3 67·5 64.2 63·5 63·5 66.0 

-a 
L' Totals vary with avallauil Ityof data. 
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1972 1973 

252 223 

77 .0 75·3 
23·0 24.7 

252 223 
50.8 62.3 
17 ·5 28.2 
6.3 9·9 

27·0 24.2 

23·0 21.5 
2.0 5·4 
9·5 4.0 

11.5 12.1 

11. 1 5·4 

8·3 6.7 

6.8 4.2 

252 223 
16.7 25·1 
15·9 17·5 
15·5 13·0 
42.4 32.7 
9·5 11.7 

252 223 
58.3 48.9 
18·3 15·2 
21.4 31.4 
2.0 4·5 
252 223 
5·9 5·4 

66.7 65·9 
17·5 18.8 
9·9 9·9 
247 221 
4.4 5.4 

27·1 26.7 
68.5 67.9 



TABLE 4B 

CHARACTERISTICS OF FIRST COMMITMENTS TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY, 1965-1973 

All Fema 1 es 
(Showing percents of tota 1 s) 

Characteristic5 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 

Total females a 
980 887 781 634 ••••• II ••••••••••• II 717 427 338 252 223 

Re 1 i g ion ........................ 980 887 781 717 634 427 338 211 190 Catholic ...................... 38.0 39·0 36·5 34.7 39.4 38.6 36.1 39·3 35·8 P rotes tan t .................... 55.6 55·7 60.0 61.2 54.9 52·5 49·4 58.8 62.6 
Other ...... , .... .; .........•... 6.4 5·3 3·5 4.1 5·7 8·9 14.5 1.9 1.6 

Tattoos .......... , .............. 969 884 777 716 629 427 333 250 -
None ••••••. ~ •••••••••••.•••••• 73 .0 67.8 69·0 75.7 75·5 76·5 52·9 57.2 -One or more ................... 27.0 32.2 31.0 24·3 24·5 23·5 47.1 42.8 -

Narcotics .......•..........•...• 980 887 781 717 634 427 338 252 -None or unknown ............... 73·5 65·4 52.2 39.6 23·5 14·5 11.2 23·4 -Dangerous drugs ..............• 9·9 6.8 7.3 12.4 14.7 14.1 8·9 11.9 -
Marijuana." ................... 14·5 24·9 36.7 40.6 48.6 44.0 46.2 38.1 -
Opiates •...................... 2.1 2·9 6.8 7.4 13·3 27.4 33·7 26.6 -

Weapons with present offense .... 980 887 781 717 634 427 338 2~2 223 None or unknown ............... 95.6 96·3 98.1 96.9 95·1 90·9 87·9 88.9 . 78·9 Weapons used ....... II •••• II •••• II 4.4 3·7 1.9 3·1 4.9 9.1 12. 1 11. 1 21.1 
Number of escapes ............... 980 887 781 717 634 427 338 252 223 None or unknown ............... 91.5 91.0 93·5 94.7 93·7 89·5 83.4 82·9 82·5 One or more .......... : ........ 8·5 9·0 6.5 5·3 6.3 10·5 16.6 17 . 1 17·5 
Number of co-offenders .......... 980 887 781 717 634 427 338 252 223 None or unknown .........••.... 57 ·9 61.7 58.6 60.2 66.1 65.1 63.3 64·3 66.8 One or two .............. _ ..... 31.1 29.1 31.1 30.7 24.9 26.2 26.0 28.6 28.3 Three or more ................. 11.0 9·2 10·3 9·1 9·0 8.7 10.7 7 . 1 4·9 
Number of prior depend. contacts 980 887 781 717 634 427 338 252 223 None or unknown ............... 85.0 84.8 82.2 86·3 83.9 87.1 87.0 88·5 87·5 One •.. II ••••••••••••••••••••••• 10.8 11.0 12.0 10.1 7.9 9.1 8.3 5·9 6.7 Two or more ................... 4.2 4.2 5.8 3.6 8.2 3.8 4.7 5.6 5.8 
Number of fos ter home placements 904 815 713 624 550 362 277 213 168 None ............ II ........... II ................. 63.2 62.6 61.0 61.1 59·3 56.1 56·3 49.8 55 ·3 One. II • .; ••••••••••••••••• 'I' •••• 18.0 18.9 21.5 19·5 18.4 22.6 20.2 22·5 16.7 

Two or more ........ " .... 1I ••••• 18.8 18.5 17.5 19·4 22·3 21.3 23·5 27.7 28.0 
Alcohol with present offense .... 980 887 781 717 634 427 338 252 223 None or unknown .........•..... 86.7 90·9 93·9 93·0 93·2 93·0 95·3 93·3 92.8 Alcohol used •.•.... " ....•..... 13·3 9·1 6.1 7.0 6.8 7.0 4.7 6.7 7.2 

• Overall alcohol usage •.......... - 887 781 717 634 427 338 252 223 None or unknown •.....•..•..... - 81.2 83·9 81.7 61.8 47.1 44.7 41.3 50.7 Slight to moderate ............ - 16. 1 15·3 17.7 37.7 44.2 50·9 42.8 32·7 Excess i ve . ..........•...•..... - 2.7 0.8 0.6 0·5 8.7 4.4 15.9 16.6 

aTotals vary With availabil ity of data. 
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TABLE 4B 

CHARACTERISTICS OF FIRST COMMITMENTS TO THE YOUTH AUTHORITY, 1965-1973 

All Females 

(Showing percents of totals) 
... --

Characteristics 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1,971 

Total females a 
980 887 781 717 634 427 338 ............ " ... , ... 

eEvidence of psycho I . disorder ... 846 777 678 591 518 330 255 
Yes ................. , ..• " •.•.•. 37.6 35·5 36.4 39·8 46·5 43·0 46·3 
No ............. , ......•.•... , , . 62.4 63.6 60.2 53·5 57.0 53.7 

• Grade last enrolled in schoo 1 ••• 928 848 753 697 598 386 320 
Grades 1-6 ...... " " ... " " " . " " .. , 1.1 1.5 0.8 0.:1 0·3 0·5 0.6 
Grades 7-9 •................... 42·9 45·9 40.2 34.1 36.5 30.6 25·9 

. Grades 10- 12 ..... " .. , , . , ..... , 54.8 51 .It 57.0 62.6 59·0 66.1 66·3 
. High School grad. or co llege •. 1.2 1.2 2.0 2.4 4.2 2.8 7.2 

Attitude toward schoo I .......... 864 757 660 553 487 308 245 
Pos i t i ve . ................•.... 18.0 18.2 21.1 16.8 19·5 21.1 24.1 
I nd i fferent ............•...... 36.9 32.6 35.1 35·8 32.0 31.5 35·1 
Nega t i ve .......•......•....... 26.7 36.5 32.0 35.6 35.1 33.8 32.2 
Extremely negative ............ 15.4 12.7 11.8 11.8 13.4 13.0 8.6 

Frequency of school misbehavior: 893 795 683 605 528 339 270 
None. ~ ,. .. , . ,. ,. ..... ,. ... , . " ...•. 9·4 9·1 8.8 8.9 7.6 5·0 6.7 
Occas I ona I .................... 22.7 20.7 25·0 21.5 22·3 23.9 26·3 
Between occasional and often .. 27·3 30.8 29·9 28.3 27·5 26.0 22.6 
Of te n ". .•• " ,. . ,. •.•• " " .......... , ...... 40.6 39.4 36.3 41.3 42.6 45.1 44.4 

Parental education I eve I ........ 831 753 651 593 503 322 260 
8th grade or less ..... " ..... " . 31.4 25.4 24.7 21.0 21·9 22.7 19.6 
Some high schoo 1 .. , ... , . " •.. " . 34·3 41.3 33·3 39·5 36.6 33·2 35·0 
High School grad. or college .. 34·3 33·3 42.0 39·5 41.5 44.1 45·4 

Fami Iy Income from pub. assist .. 896 805 708 618 545 346 277 
t~one •• " ••.••••••.••••••••••• , , 68·5 67·5 69.1 70.4 67.0 63.9 55·9 
SOrrte •• , •••••••.•••••• ~ • , ....... 12.4 12·3 13·4 12.0 14.1 18.2 25·3 
All ............................ '- ••• 19·1 20.2 17·5 17.6 18.9 17.9 18.8 

Socioeconomic level of family ... 900 810 710 625 552 352 277 
Be I ow average .............. : .. 69·5 68·9 68.6 64.0 59.8 58.2 61.4 
Average. ,. ..... 0" ••••••••••• ,. ." 26.1 25·7 26.2 29.8 34.8 37.2 31.0 
Above average .........•...•... 4.4 5.4 5·2 6.2 5·4 4.6 7.6 

Father (or surrogate) 
.. Cr imi na I record ............... 726 694 606 539 465 287 229 

yes" .•.• " ...•............ " •. 35·5 38·5 34.2 28.4 29·7 33·4 27 ·5 
No. ,) ...... " .. " .. it " it .............. 64.5 61.5 65.8 71.6 70·3 66.6 72·5 

"Description of ward's friends ... 896 816 704 616 548 354 280 
No friends .......•............ 44 35 24 13 10 10 5 
Total wi th friends ............ 852 781 680 603 538 344 275 

Mainly del inquent ........... 45.7 51.2 51.8 56.9 57.0 56.4 58.2 
Mixed-tend to del inquency ... 38.0 34.0 36.0 31.2 30·5 33·1 30.2 
Mixed,· tend to non- de 1 i nq .... 8.2 8·3 6.6 7. 1 6·9 5·8 6.2 
Mainly non-del inquent ....... 8.1 6.5 5·6 4.8 5·6 4.7 5·4 

aTotals vary with availabil ity of data. 
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1972 1973 

252 223 

190 153 
45.8 38.6 
54.2 61.4 

242 217 
0.8 1.4 

29·8 29·5 
65.3 62.7 
4.1 6.4 

191 141 
24.1 24.1 
34.0 31.9 
30·9 29.8 
11.0 14.2 

210 163 
11.0 4·3 
23·3 25·2 
23.8 28.2 
41.9 42.3 

195 150 
20·5 19.3 
33·3 34.7 
46.2 46.0 

212 168 
65·6 64.2 
18.4 17.9 
16.0 17·9 

213 170 
54.0 51.2 
39·9 40.0 

6.1 8.8 

171 139 
31.0 25·9 
69·0 74.1 

218 175 
6 7 

212 168 
58.0 53.6 
29·2 35·7 
5·2 7.7 
7.6 3·0 






