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PROFILE OF PARTICIPANTS 
The Bedford mIls and Taconic Nursery Programs 

in 1992 

This report presents a statistical overview of the legal and demographic 
characteristics of the 105 women who participated in the Bedford Hills and Taconic nursery 
programs during 1992. This statistical profIle is illustrated by the case histories of seven 
participants. 
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Summary 

PROFILE OF PARTICIPANTS 
The Bedford Hills and Taconic Nursery Programs 

in 1992 

SUMMARY 

Profile oj Participants 

1. During 1992, there were 105 participants in the Bedford Hills and Taconic nursery 
programs. 

2. Sixty-eight percent of the women were committed for drug offenses (see Table 1, p.2). 

3. Sixty-nine percent of the women had a history of prior adult convictions (see Table 3, 
p.4). 

4. Sixty-two percent of the women were committed from New York City (see Table 4, p.5). 

5. The mean minimum sentence was 23.0 months; the median minimum, 18.0 months (see 
Table 5, p.6). 

6. The ages of the women ranged from 16 to 38, with 28 being the average and the median 
age (see Table 7, p. 7). 

7. Seventy-six percent of the participants were single (see Table 8, p.8). 

8. Seventy-three percent of the women had other children (see Table 9, p.9). 

9. The ethnic affiliation of most women was black or Hispanic (see Table 10, p.9). 

10. Women discharged from the program in 1992 spent an average of 7.3 months in the 
program (see Table 11, p.10). 

11. Of the seven women profiled in this report, four women and their babies were discharged 
together; two women placed their babies in foster care and one sent her baby home to 
live with her mother. 
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Introduction Profde of Participants 

INTRODUCTION 

The Department of Correctional Services (DOCS) administers a program for women who 
are pregnant (or recently gave birth) when committed to Department custody. Section 611 of 
the Correction Law authorizes DOCS to provide care for the mother and the infant. 

What is now Bedford Hills Correctional Facility, the Department's only maximum 
security facility for women, remained the only site of a prison nursery in the state, as well as 
the nation, for decades. The prison nursery ftrst opened in 1901. With the significant increase 
in female commitments, the Department opened a second nursery at Taconic Correctional 
Facility in 1990. The Bedford program has a capacity for 27 women and their infants, Taconic 
for 23. 

Bedford Hills and Taconic are neighboring facilities, as a result, staff from the two 
nursery programs work closely together. Bedford Hills designates the security classification for 
each woman which determines the facility and program placement of the inmate. Taconic, a 
smaller, medium security facility, provides comprehensive programming for women with a 
history of alcoholism or substance abuse (CASAT). 

There is considerable interest by a variety of parties in the operation of the nurseries and 
in the characteristics of the participants. This brief report, with the accompanying case profiles, 
provides an overview. 

There were 105 participants in the two nursery programs during. 1992. Sarah S. 
(pseudonym) is representative of these women . 

......... .. ····::::h.' .:>::i':·::.: .. :.ik~. i"LU.· .•.. •· .•.• ·.·.! .• : ...... ;;·:· ••.... ;'.' .•.. 
. ,"'. :', ...... OMI": ...... 
. "', ::;. .... :::;.: ........ . 

~~t~Sit • .:.~~.lillli~ 
;over.do~T:d)f::::;it:-~~~1!.ri~ir~~~m~~:::f~~rJ;~= 
drugs when she:was fifteen •. She"·J,i3S.:nad:previoUscontactwith···tbe>cnminaijus ticesystem. 

Sarah gave birthlQher·secona':chil~::atBlk~'-s1S1a11dwhileawaiting:sentencing~ .·Ufitilher 
incarceration, she teccived o():prenatal care.. The father:offbischlI dwas:a1s:oilleaTcerated:at':Rlker'-s 
Island. Sarah 'sprev.iousclii1d!ivesWithrillativ{:S<xn : another $tate. 

~~.l.t~ ••• {~a1: 
:.,::>: .... )--:::; .. ::.:::: .. :.::'.~>::.:. "\;"",;:,";:: ... .; • . ..... '. " ...... ' ::.: ... . 
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The Bedford HiJJs and Taconic Nursery Program Profile of Participants 

Commitment Offense 

Sixty-eight percent of the women were committed for drug offenses. 

Tal:lle 1 

COMMITMENT OFFENSE TYPE 

OFFENSE TYPE FREQUENCY PERCENT 

Violent Felony 1.4 1.3.3 

Other Coercive 6 5.7 

Drug Offenses 71 67.6 

Property & Other 11 10.5 

Youthful Offender 3 2.9 

TOTAL 105 100.0 

=rA!~~ •• 1¥~~.fAS:~f=:e:gnm. 
· •• ;u~~::'eatlier~She:l'~!~d~'fiV~year:pl:'tll.l~ti()~c:~~~¢nce,Qnce:agahffor· the.· we ·ofa·.'OOntrolIed 

. . ,::: ::«::r~:\···: .:,' . 
. " "'::-::'::., ::, .. ?(":':., >.;: ; .. :' :<' " .. "' /. ," '::"':::"';:-:-;':::<.:/;::::" ":.: ."' ',' 

.. ]uanita ·.separated:f~rti:;·h~·;;~4s6tm4.,::~Y~::.i~·.AAP:3n.4;~·~rW$in.g· .• tbeir'f\VP··:thUdrc~. 
~de'~:1:;r~~!O~~~:=::~;;~.~;!.~~~4~~~i;~tl~~;t~~~;7~·'~llaDlta 

Sheandherro1Irlhcffild;arlicl~teit]'6t:iu.:ffi~~f~.'i~.th~·i~~ni~NtIrSeryprogI'am •....... 
Juanita was plaCed in the day reporung:prPlmUD:andshetoQk:herl>jby. WithiiertQahrufW~yhouse. 
Later, she wasparoledtotbC.~e·haIf\vaYh()~' •... ... . . .. .' 
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The Bedford Hills and Taconic Nursery Program Proflle of Participants 

Table 2 

I COMMITMENT OFFENSE I 
OFFENSE FREQUENCY PERCENT 

Violent Felony Offense 14 13.3 
Murder 2nd 1 1.0 
Robbery 2nd 6 5.7 
Assault 1st 2 1.9 
Burglary 2nd 2 1.9 
Crim. POSSe Weapon 2nd 2 1.9 
Arson 2nd 1 1.0 

Other Coercive 6 5.7 
Att. Assault 2nd 2 1.9 
Robbery'3rd 2 1.9 
Crim. Nag. Homicide 1 1.0 
Ccmspiracy 2nd 1 1.0 "=--., 

Drug Offenses 71 67.6 
Sale 52 49.5 
Possession 19 18.1 

property and Other 11 10.5 
Burglary 3rd 1 1.0 
Forgery 2nd 4 3.8 
Grand LarCerl.f 4th 3 2.9 
Crim. POSSe Forged 1 1. 0-

Instr. 2nd 
Crim. POSSe Stolen 1 1.0 

Property 4 th 
DWI 1 1.0 

Youthful Offender 3 2.9 
Burglary 1 1.0 
Drug Offense 2 1.9 

TOTAL 105 100.0 
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The Bedford Hills and Taconic Nursery Program Profile of Participants 

Prior Adult Criminal Record 

Sixty-nine percent of the women had a history of prior adult convictions. 

Table 3 

MOST SERIOUS PRIOR ADULT RECORD 

PRIOR RECORD FREQUENCY PERCENT . 
No Prior Arrest 19 18.1 

No Prior conviction 14 13.3 

Conviction No Jail 18 1~/ .1 

Prior Jail Term 41 39.0 

Prior Priscm Term 13 12.4 
" 

TOTAL 105 100.0 

..... .........: .... ;::: iii/ :: \ :·fii~j':.: .:· .. :·.i .. :/'·</· ...... . ....•.....•... ':\'" '. 

;=::~;?~~.i&ii.r.;.~.~"i~ltk~~~~ .. 
", ..... :: ..... :.::.:::<: .. ; 

.=~7~;S;:~~~~~.~~_:5$e::~a=!1:~ 
grandmother. A second cfuldJiVe5 with pati1a"smother.. . ". . ...... ... .. ... . . 

Paula'sthird.·chlIdwasbom:at::Riker's;JSlarid·whil~:~Ilt!.:aw3itedtransfertoDOCS.Patila:kept:herbaby·with 
herin theTacoOicnlJrsery:lJJifirthechi~i:l's.first4:)irthdaY4.\.Att~t:time)theba~ywasplacedinfoster.eare. 'Paula 
later transferred.from·TaeonicwEsn\0re,a-p#Vatere$idelltlru>tre:atintmi·ceIiter. She .. absconded.:from this. facility 
after two' months and ·hasn()f:retm-nedto:tbe:custoay:or:Dots.i) •.... : . . 
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The Bedford HiJIs and Taconic Nursery Program ProjiJe 0/ Participants 

Region of Commitment 

Sixty-two percent of the women were committed from one of the five counties comprising New York 
City. 

Table 4 

II 

REGION OF COMMITMENT 

REGION FREQUENCY PERCENT 

New York city 65 61.9 

Suburban New York 14 13.3 

Upstate Urban 15 14.3 

-Ep.state Rural 11 10.5 

TOTAL 105 100.0 

lttitii.hbr·lateSt·.arreSts,··.~·26·yeiu-·Oli:i:ft6fu:,~.I~~'''p~tatecl~y,iived:)\iithhet~ldien:inher'mothers 
home. FOrsev~months,thecbildren:werepla~dinthe.careofheraunt.since SharOl'!smother wasa}so 
incarccratedinthEt:.to.Cillcounty jaitIn<udditionto"Ulonitoringl,ytheprobationdepartrnent,·. Sharon was placed 
underlhesupervisiopofchlldproteeuve'seryices.mterher.'$eCllndcliiidwaS.,bornwithtraces of cocaine in: his system. 

Prior'togiving:birth:to'her'1fiird.:clUld,Sharonpariicipatedin·Sllbstanceabuse .counseliog:afTacomc. After 
.spending .•. five months.in,.the':lltJrSel'y.:pplgram"Sharoll:·:was.paroled·:andreturned,upstate \Vithhe.I' •• ~apytQJivein·ber 
mother~shome~' ..... .. ..' . ..... ... . .... . 

May 1993 Page 5 



The Bedford BOis and Taconic Nunery Program Profile of Participants 

Minimum Sentence 

Seventy-three percent of the women were sentenced to a minimum term of two years or less, with a 
mean of 23.0 months and a median of 18.0 months. 

Table 5 

AGGREGATE MINIMUM IN MONTHS 
MONTHS FREQUENCY PERCENT 

12 25 23.8 
16 6 5.7 
18 25 23.8 
20 1 1.0 
24 20 19.0 
28 2 1.9 
30 7 6.7 
36 10 9.5 
42 3 2.9 
48 3 2.9 
54 2 1.9 

I 
1 

I 
1.0 

105 100.0 
MEDIAN 18.0 

I~ 60 TOTAL 

Table 6 

GROUPED AGGREGATE MINIMUM 
MONTHS FREQUENCY PERCENT 
12-17 Months 31 29.5 
18-23 Months 26 24.8 
24-35 Months 29 27.6 
36-47 Months 1.3 12.4 

1-48- 71 Months 6 5.7 
TOTAL 105 100.0 
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The Bedford HiJis and Taconic NUI'Sery Program ProfIle oj Participants 

Age at Reception 

Age at reception ranged from 16 to 38, with 28 being the average and the median age. 

Table 7 

AGE AT RECEPTION 

AGE FREQUENCY PERCENT 

16 1 1.0 

17 2 1.9 

18 1 1.0 

19 7 6.7 

20 3 2.9 

21-24 26 24.8 

25-29 37 35.2 

30-34 24 22.8 

35-39 4 3.8 

TOTAL 105 100.0 

MEAN 28.0 MEDIAN 28.0 

CeciliaT.,atage38,.isone~fthe{)ldest.;Parli9PaIlM·:iJ.).4"~;"urserypr~graDl~Ced(ia:hadlio:misdemeaooror; 
felonyconvictionsuntn she was iither;lni[l4liirtie$.Siri~.;ffien,slu~:hasbeen.arrested:three·tiriies.for:fel()~yrlrug 
.charges.audisnowasecond felony offender. . . 

Cecilia:riever;worKcii.because· . .of:a:'Vatiety.:tif:medicalconditions and;was .. maiotained.·;oo·public:assistance •. 
Beforeentering:a;meLbadone:tfeatmerlt:pli,lgrain;pt!cilfu:JlVas:a:heroin:addietforseveral years •.. A.t tlte time of her 
latest arrest,.she wasdrinkingheavily:andusi~j:raCk.·: ·Ceciliil1stbreeolder.childrenare in fhe:legrucustodycfher 
mother. . . .... 

.~:::!~~1t~~~$=~~'~~=~!=:~=~~:~1~%~:'~~rk 
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The Bedford Hl11s and laconic Nursery Program Profile of Participants 

Marital Status 

Seventy-six percent of the participants reported they were single at the time of admission to DOCS.! 

Table 8 

MARITAL STATUS 

status FREQUENCY PERCENT 

Single 80 76.2 

Married 18 17.1 

Divorced 1 1.0 

Separated 4 3.8 

Common Law 1 1.0 

TOTAL 105 100.0 

.... .... i.Jailie,.. :. .... ......... '.. . .•... ./ . ..•..... . .. 
••.••••••..•..•.....••.•.•• •.•.••.•..•.••.••• > 

to.a.m:i:':;;i~e~~~ •• :.~~~~~~~~;~:l~~r~f:!~~~m~~:'Zt::~~~·s:~~~!a:tr .. cra.~ 
.misdemeanoreonvic.tionsforprostitutio~ .. .. . . . . ... .. . . 

. .. 

The·oldeStpf.·six.clllldren~JlIli~tJi~e •. mo.St.Dfh~Sibli.,gs~~asgiven·upi.foradoptio~ .• Sheresided·Withher 
adopted' familyuntil·.:her .·niid .. twentieSb\lt'was'~om~essJ·.orthe.tWoyears ·.·previol1sto .• ·incarceratioIi.. .Julie.·is •• singleand .' •. 
supported·herselfandhercra"..kaddictioIi·thro~h:prostitlltioit8rid:the·saleof'drugs. 

JUlie's .rlrStChildwasborit·.d1J..i~het":i;~tio~if£~rini~Sl1ereIrtainedin.the.nlirseryprogramfor 
three months, ·at wbi~time 'Shewaspar{)I¢d;::BothJtilieandher~abYeli~ered:aba1fwa.yhouse:inNewYorkCity. 

I Marital status, like ethnic affiliation, is self-reported by the inmate at initial classification. 
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The Bedford Hills and Taconic Nursery Program ProfUe of Participants 

Children 

Inmates are asked at initial classification to report the number of their living children. Adult offspring 
may be included in this count. Seventy-three percent of the women had other children. 

Table 9 

LIVING CHILDREN 
CHILDREN FREQUENCY PERCENT .. 

0 28 26.7 
1 21 20.0 
2 19 18.1 
3 18 17.1 
4 9 8.6 
5 2 1.9 
6 3 2.9 
7 3 2.9 
8 1 1.0 

TOTAL 105 100.0 

Ethnicity 

The ethnic affiliation of most women was black or Hispanic. 

Table 10 

ETHNIC STATUS 
ETHNICITY FREQUENCY PERCENT 

White 12 11. 4 
Black 64 61. 0 
Hispanic 28 26.7 
Unknown 1 1.0 
TOTAL 105 100.0 

" 
, 
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The Bedford Hills and Taconic Nursery Program Profile of Participants 

Program Time 

The amount of time the women spent in the nursery was calculated to determine how many women 
remained for the maximum allowable time (twelve months in most cases, longer if release is presumptive). 

For the 73 women discharged in 1992, there was a fairly even distribution up to 12 months, with an 
average and median of 7.3 months. Of the women who left the program prior to 12 months, some were 
released on parole or were transferred to community programs. Others sent their baby to live with a relative 
or friend. Finally, some women placed the child in foster care. 

Table 11 

TIME IN PROGRAM 
(1992 DISCHARGES) 

MONTHS FREQUENCY PERCENT 
Under 1 Month 2 2.7 
1 Months 7 9.6 
2 Months 4 5.5 
3 Months 3 4.1 
4 Months 6 8.2 
5 Months 7 9.6 
6 Months 6 8.2 
7 Months 6 8.2 
8 Months 4 5.5 
9 Months 6 8.2 
10 Months 8 11. 0 
11 Months 8 11.0 
12 Months 2 2.7 
13 Months 2 2.7 
14 Months 1 1.4 
17 Months 1 1.4 
'l'OTAL 73 100.0 
MEAN 7.3 MEDIAN 7.3 
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The Bedford Hills and Taconic Nursery Program Profile of Participants 

'. .." '" 

RaeF.l1asan~tenSi~etrimiIUiI:1ilit(jrywhich:hasr~tiitedin15.·convictionsasanadtilt, three of Which were 
felonies.· :Mostofhci':offeriSe8wereIorlMft.Afthetimeofberlatest:arrests,shewasonparole . 

.. :Ra¢·wa5rai$edi>y·ll~fatber-and.:stepmJthtm;jn]N~:¥orW;CitY~:.Sheobblineda-:·GEDandworkedas.-anurse's 
aide,btitiprobatiol1i'~ports·.·iDdic;tt~-tlultislle ...• Sl.lpporled;:be(setrJ1iroVghherCrinii~l·-.~ctivity. .Inthe:pastj··.Rae . admitted 
to the. useof··cocaine;· • Rae's firsfcliild is illlheeare:oflter:aurit. _.-

Rae'.ssecond •• child wasborn-onemonth;:ntershe .~iiter~])obs.RaekePt •. -her:babYfot:teri-p1ortthsfat .. Which 
time,·.:thegodmotb~rpicked:.theChiid.:~pfor:;plaCelIlentinfoster~~~- .. SubsequeritJ,y;Raeentered:.a:~iclen:tja1 
treatmen.tprograniinNeWyorkCity, .• ·but.-was.·tehlnied .. ·togenenl1:corifiriementafter-:it.wasdiscoveid:lthat:shebad been usirlgdnlgs;>. -. . -- -- _. . - . ..... .... . .. _. -... . . --

Thirty-two women remained in program in 1993. Their program time is calculated using April 1, 1993 
as a constructed termination date. 

Table 12 

TIME IN PROGRAM 
(1992-93 CASES) 

MONTHS FREQUENCY PERCENT 

3 Months 4 12.5 

4 Months 9 28.1 

5 Months 2 6.3 

6 f.lonths 6 18.8 

7 Months 3 9.4 

8 Months 3 9.4 

9 Months 3 9.4 

10 Months 1 3.1 

11 Months 1 3.1 

TOTAL 32 100.0 

MEAN 6.3 MEDIAN 6.1 
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Conclusion Projde of Participants 

CONCLUSION 

The portrait which of the typical 1992 nursery participant is that of a single woman in her late twenties 
who had other children prior to her latest pregnancy. She was committed to DOCS from New York City for 
a drug offense and received a minimum sentence just under 2 years. She had previous contact with the criminal 
justice system and had served either a prior jailor prison sentence. The 1992 nursery participant spent an 
average of 7.3 months in the program. 

A more detailed report concerning the discharge histories of nursery program participants is being 
considered. A preliminary analysis indicates that of the 90 women discharged from the Taconic nursery 
program from June 12, 1990 through April 20, 1993, 38 mothers were paroled from the Department with their 
babies; 1 mother entered the Department's day reporting program and took her infant with her and 51 women 
who remained in the custody of DOCS placed their children with others. Twenty-five of these babies were 
placed with a grandparent, 4 with their fathers, 16 with a relative or friend of the mother and 6 were placed 
in foster care. 
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