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Director 
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July 14, 1995 

Illinois continues to manage one of the most crowded prison systems in the country. The 
Illinois Department of Corrections houses over 37,600 inmates in institutions designed to hold no 
more than 22,900. Illinois is the only state which extensively double-cells its maximum security 
institutions due to crowding . 

Continued growth in the number of criminals sentenced to prison aggravates this problem. 
Now, with "truth in sentencing" legislation passed by the Illinois legislature, many inmates will be 
serving much longer prison terms, a condition which promotes very dangerous conditions for the 
Department's staff and the inmates they supervise. 

The 1994 Statistical Presentation can be used to understand how the flentencing patterns 
in Illinois have resulted in continued growth in the state's prison population during the past 18 
years. The escalation in the number and length of prison sentences, especially for violent and 
forcible felonies, has resulted in the long-term accumulation of inmates in the prison system. 
Dramatic increases in lower class drug convictions have produced a high volume of inmates 
admitted to prison who take up valuable bedspace, ifbut for a relatively short period oftime. 

Only the enactment and use of such programs as meritorious and supplemental meritorious 
good conduct credits, earned time, electronic detention, and the Impact Incarceration Program 
have averted prison crowding from reaching crisis proportions. 

As the data contained in the 1994 Statistical Presentation are reviewed, it is important 
that the demands that TIlinois' current sentencing structure places on the state's criminal justice 
system, as well as the likely impact of "truth in sentencing" legislation and any other changes in 
the sentencing structure, be carefully considered. 

Pursuant to the requirements of Chapter 730, lllinois Compiled Statutes, 5/5-5-4.3, 
I present the 1994 Statistical Presentation. 

Sincerely. 

6?~ tv- Y.. 
Odie Washington -~ 

Director 
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Foreword 

The 1994 Statistical Presentation, prepared by the lllinois Department of Corrections, is 
published in compliance with the Unified Code of Corrections, Chapter 703 Illinois Compiled Statutes 
(ILCS) 5/5-5-4.3. This report is intended to provide timely, reliable, and comprehensive information 
to legislators, judges and their staff, criminal justice experts, and other interested parties. 'The data 
can be used to review sentencing practices and its impact on the Department of Corrections. 

In accordance v.,ljth statute, this document reports data in terms of time served and sentences 
imposed by offense and offense categories for the years 1985 through 1994. Data are reported by 
frequency, average (mean and median), and range. Time served represents stay with the Department 
of Corrections as well as additional credits for time spent in jail and other holding facilities. 
Comparisons of inmates sentenced under determinate sentencing can be made to those incarcerated 
under indeterminate sentencing which was abolished in 1978. Life, death, and Sexually Dangerous 
Person sentence imposed data are reported. Sentences less than the minimum or more than the 
maximum, as outlined in determinate sentencing statutes, are provided. The number of inmates 
incarcerated as an Habitual Criminal or Habitual Child Sex Offender, those found guilty but mentally 
ill, and offenders given an enhanced sentence are also included. 

All unusual cases are audited and reviewed. Detected errors are corrected before data are 
reported. Data reported in this document fully conform to all State and federal laws and resolutions 
concerning the security, privacy, and confidentiality of the materials. 

In comparison to previously published Statistical Presentations, this edition includes an 
updated methodology section (Appendix B). The methodology section is important to review as it 
is a guide to understanding terms and concepts, measures of data, variable definitions, and historical 
changes in offense descriptions. Generally, most questions regarding the contents contained in this 
document can be answered within the methodology section. 

The methodology section was revised to clarify definitions and explain data collection 
techniques. Many footnotl S that were included in the tables of prior publications and descriptions in 
the narrative of the report have been placed in the methodology section. For example, Table 4 
describes the impact of determinate sentencing based on projected release dates of the December 31, 
1994 inmate population. Appendix B now includes a better definition of how projected release dates 
are calculated with the inclusion of good time awards. Also, a detailed definition of indeterminate 
versus determinate sentencing can be referenced in the methodology section. These are just two 
examples of revisions that were made. 

vii 
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-
Introduction 

This document is divided into three sections which outline the key elements of incarceration 
in the lllinois Department of Corrections. Data from 1985 to 1994, and in some cases from 1978, are 
reported by offense, offense class, offense type, sentence type, judicial cirr.uit and district, and 
geographic region. 

Part I, Impact on Population, describes the important factors behind the increasing illinois 
prison population and the trends that are expected to continue. Increases in the Murder, Class X, 
Class 1, and violent offender popuiations, resulting from determinate sentencing, can be reviewed. 
The impact of life, death, and Sexually Dangerous Person sentences on the population is also 
exhibited. Further, the evolving Habitual Criminal, Habitual Child Sex Offender, guilty but mentally 
ill, and enhanced Class X popUlations are presented. 

Part IT, Length of Stay, notes the time inmates are serving for sentences. In addition, the pace 
of releasing inmates sentenced under indeterminate sentencing is displayed. The impacts of policy 
changes and new legislation are included. Impact Incarceration Program and adult recidivism data 
~re also presented. 

Part Ill, Sentences Imposed, provides the data for determinate and indeterminate sentencing 
patterns since 1985. The numbers of extended, shortened, and consecutive sentences are also 
reported by offense. Average sentences for the major offenses are provided by judicial circuit and 
district, as well as geographic region. 

xi 
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Part I: Impact on Population 

Summary 

Part 1 uses sentencing and population data to demonstrate how determinate sentencing 
contributes to the continuing growth of the prison population in TIlinois. At the end of 1977, the 
population was 10,982. The December 31, 1994 population reached 36,543, an annual increase of 
14% over the past 17 years. 

The constant increase in the number of inmates, particularly the number and length of Murder, 
Class X, and Class 1 sentences imposed since determinate sentencing began in 1978, has resulted in 
persistent accumulation of inmates in the illinois prison system. Increases in drug sentences, even for 
Class 4 Possession of a Controlled Substance, remain as contributors to the current growth in the 
prison population. The volume of violent offenders, whose relatively longer sentences retain these 
serious offenders in prison, also causes the popUlation to undergo constant growth. 

These serious offenders, along with guilty but mentally ill inmates; habitual offenders; and 
those with an enhanced, a life,-or a death sentence; in addition to indeterminate inmates who remain 
in prison, also contribute to the lasting escalation in a volatile prison population. 

Detailed impacts on the prison population as a result of recent sentencing practices in TIlinois 
are explained in Part 1. 

3 
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Adult Population 

Figure 1 and Table 1 show the rise in the adult prison population since 1970. Increases 
beginning in 1974 are attributed to more felons being sentenced to prison with longer sentences than 
in earlier periods. The expansion in the prison population endured after determinate sentencing was 
implemented in 1978. It began to slow in the early 1980's when the Department's forced release policy 
was in effect. A significant rise began again once forced release ended in 1983. 

The sharpest ascension began in 1988, since which time the prison population has increased 
by 15,462 inmates, or nearly 75% in six years. The prison population grew by over 2,000 more 
inmates during 1994. This six percent increase was less than the nine percent annual growth 
experienced over each of the last two years. 

Calendar Year 

1970 
1971 
1972 
1973 
1974 
1975 
1976 
1977 
1978 
1979 
1980 
~a81 

1982 
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Table 1 
Adult Prison Population 

Calendar Years 1970 - 1994 

Population Calendar Year 

7,326 1983 
6,579 1984 
6,196 1985 
6,100 1986 
6,707 1987 
8,237 1988 

10,054 1989 
10,982 1990 
10,733 1991' 
11,749 1992 
12,458 1993 
13,917 1994 
13,895 

Population 

15,432 
16,854 
18,279 
19,456 
19,850 
21,081 
24,712 
27,516 
29,115 
31,640 
34,495 
36,543 
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Figure 1 

Adult Population 
1970 - 1994 

1982 

End of Calendar Year 

1986 1994 
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Violent Offenders and Drug Offenders in the Prison Population 

This recent growth in the prison population is illustrated by the number of drug offenders who 
serve a prison sentence. This population has experienced a sharp upward shift beginning in 1989. 
There has been a more gradual rise in violent offenders in prison si~ce 1985. Their lengthy stays in 
prison have been a considerable contributor to the expanding prison population in Illinois. 

6 

Figure 2 

Drug Offenders 
in Prison Population 1985 - 1994 

7.874 

1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 

End of Calendar Vur 

Figure 3 

Violent Offenders 
in Prison Population 1985 - 1994 

19.815 

1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 

End of Calendar Year 

--- ----------
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Impact of Determinate Sentencing 

The continued rise in the number of violent inmates, many of whom have been convicted of 
Class X felonies, and drug offenders are a consequence of determinate sentencing (refer to Appendix 
B for an explanation of determinate sentencing). Determinate sentencing has not only resulted in an 
increase in the number of inmates, but has also slowed the rate of movement through prison. 

Table 2 shows that the number of inmates incarcerated for the most serious crimes of Murder, 
Class X, and Class 1 felonies have increased by over 20,000 since 1977 (the year prior to determinate 
sentencing). Figure 4 shows that the volume of these serious prison inmates has grown more than 
six times, reaching 24,109 at the end of 1994. In 1977, these habitually violent and long-term drug 
offenders comprised less than 37% of the prison popUlation. By the end of 1994, Murder, Class X, 
and· Class 1 offenders made up 66% of all inmates. 

Tabie 2 
Impact of Determinate SentenCing on Prison Population by Offense Class 

Tola/lnmate Popu/etlon Percent of Populetlon 

Offen~e DecemblJr DlJcember DIJclJmber DecemblJr 
Clus 1H7 1994 Change 1977 1994 

Murder 689 5,544 +4,655 6.4% 15.2% 
ClassX 12,727 +12,727 34.8% 
Class 1 3,223 5,838 +2,615 30.1 % 16.0% 
Class 2 3,473 7,268 +3,795 32,4% 19.9% 
Class 3 1,179 3,321 +2,142 11.0% 9.1% 
Class 4 98 1,762 + 1 ,664 0.9% 4.8% 
M isde m eano rs 223 -223 2.1 % 
Pro-1973 Offenses 1,'107 -1,607 15,O~ 

Unknownl 
Uncia ss Ifie d 225 83 -142 2.1% 0.2'!!. 

Note: Population Includes CCim m unity Sup.rvilion (PreStart) technical vlolatorl. 

Figure 4 

Comparison of Prison Population by Offense Class 
19n and 1994 

I~Dec. 31, 19n IllDec.31.199-C1 

24.109 

Murder, CIUII X, and 1 Class 2, 3, and 4 

Cheng" 

+8.8% 
+34.8% 
-14.1% 
-12.5% 

-1,9% 
+3.9% 
-2.1% 

-15.0'Mo 

-1.9% 
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Prison Population by Offense Type 

Offenses can also be categorized into groups consisting of crimes against a person, property 
crimes, drug offens'.;lS, sex crimes, and other miscellaneous crimes. Generally, crimes against a person 
and sex offenses are classified together as "violent crimes. " 

Table 3 and Figure 5 show the increasing number of offenders in the prison population within 
each of these five classifications. Since 1985, the number Jf offenders with crimes against a person 
rose by nearly 7~500, an 81 % increase. Offenders with property crimes grew by 2,324 (38%), while 
the number of sex offenders in prison has risen by approximately 75% over the past ten years. 

The largest increase continues to be in the number of drug offenders, increasing by over 800% 
during this time period. In 1985, drug offenders comprised only 1 of every 25 inmates in the total 
prison population. By 1994, this group represented nearly one of every five inmates in TIlinois prisons. 

The majority of inmates in prison continues to be those convicted of a violent crime. The total 
number of inmates who were sentenced for a crime against a person or a sex offense comprised 55% 
of the prison population at the end of 1994. 
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Table 3 
Prism PqJUatioo by Offense Type 

Totallnrmte Population Percent of Popliation 

Offense Clec:errber Clec:errber Decerrber Decerrber 
Type 1985 1994 Olange 1985 1994 

Person 9,2f!il 16,730 +7,463 50.7% 45.8% 
Property 6,121 8,445 +2,324 33.5% 23.1% 
£lug ·851 7,f574 +7,023 4.7% 21.5% 
Sex 1,913 3,291 +1,383 10.4% 9.0% 
Other 132 203 +7'1 0.7% 0.6% 

!\ite: PopUation incillies Connuity Sl.prvision (PreStat) tectrical violators. 
SolJre: Cffen:ler TrackillJ System 

Figure 5 

Prison Population by Offense Type 
1985 and 1994 
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Change 

-4.9% 
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+16.8% 

-1.4% 
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9 



1994 Statistical Presentation - Illinois Department of Corrections 

Length of Stay Impact 

These serious offenders are also serving more time in prison. Since 1978, the average length 
of stay for an inmate convicted of Murder has risen by 7.0 years. Class X inmates sentenced to prison 
during 1994 are expected to serve 6.9 years in prison, 2.8 years longer than those with offenses which 
are currently Class X felonies who were released in 1978. 

10 

rable4 

Impact of Determinate Sentencing on Length of Stay by Offense Class 

Projected Length of Stay Impact of 

inYNrs Determinate 
Offense Actual Average Length of Stay December 31. 1994 Sentencing on 

Class in Years for 1978 Population Len¢1 of Stay 

Murder 11.0 18.0 +7.0 
C!assX 4.1 6.9 +2.8 
Class 1 3.5 3.3 -0.2 
Class 2 2.7 2.4 -0.3 
Class 3 2.6 1.8 -0.8 
Class 4 2.3 1.3 -1.0 

Note: Refer to Appendix B for an explanation of the length of stay calculations. 

7.0 

Murder 

Figure 6 
Impact of Determinate Sentencing 
on Length of Stay 1978 and 1994 
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Time Served and Projected Time to Serve for Determinate Cases 

Inmates currently in prison, excluding community supervision violators, have an average of 
4.1 years left to serve. The 5,544 murderers without a life or death sentence will be in prison for more 
than 12 additional years before their projected release date. In addition, 12,727 Class X offenders will 
be in prison for an average of 4.2 more years. 

Further, an increasing number of the serious, long-term offenders will be added to the prison 
population each year, with comparably few releasees. Thus, there will continue to be an accumulation 
of these inmates in prison. 

Table 5 
Time Served and Projected Time to Serve in Years for the Prison Population 

December 31,1985 and December 31, 1994 
Determinate Cases 

Total 
Average Average Projected 

Time Served Time Left Time to 
1985 Inmates Percent in Prison to Serve be Served 

Murder 2,071 12.9% 3.3 12.3 15.6 
Class X 5,346 33.3% 2.4 4.6 7.0 
Class 1 2,482 15.5% 1.3 1.8 3.1 
Class 2 3,328 20.8% 1.1 1.2 2.3 
Class 3 2,148 13.4% 0.8 0.9 1.7 
Class 4 630 3.9% 0.6 0.7 1.3 
other 27 0.2% 

Total 16,032 100.0% 1.8 3.8 5.6 

1994 

Murder 5,644 15.2% 5.6 12.4 18.0 
Class X 12,727 34.8% 2.7 4.2 6.9 
Class 1 5,838 16.0% 1.4 1.9 3.3 
Class 2 7,268 19.9% 1.1 1.4 2.5 
Class 3 3,321 9.1% 0.8 1.1 1.9 
Class 4 1,762 4.8% 0.5 0.8 1.3 
other 83 0.2% 

Total 36,543 100.0% 2.3 4.1 6.4 

Note: Inmates admitted from court only. Community SuperviaiDn (PreStart) technical violators are excluded. 
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Figure 7 
Total Projected Time to be Served 

in Years for Population - 1994 
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Prison Population by Offense Type 

Table 6 presents data which demonstrate the stockpiling of violent offenders in the prison 
system. Violent offenders make up approximately 29% of all sentences imposed, 31 % of all 
admissions, and 29% ofall exits. However, because of their long sentences (9.2 year average), violent 
offenders remain in prison and make up the largest percentage (54%) of the population. 

On the other hand, property and drug offenders are serving relatively less time in prison. 
Thirty-two percent of sentences imposed, as well as admissions, are for property offenders. However, 
since a higher percentage (37%) of prison exits are for property offenders, they do not accumulate 
in the population. Although property offenders make up about one-third of admissions and exits, they 
make up less than one-fourth of the prison population. 

The same is true for drug offenders, comprising 36% of sentences and 35% of admissions, 
but only comprising 21.5% of the population. This is confirmed by their relatively short sentences and 
time served. 

Therefore, while the number of violent inmates will continue to escalate in the prison 
population, drug and property offenders will pass through the prison system at a faster pace. As a 
result, these offenders comprise a relatively smaller proportion of the population. 

13 
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I Table 6 

Sentences Imposed, Admissions, Population, and Exits 

by Offense Type - 1994 

Offense AU Sentences 
Type Impo~ed Adm~~ion~ E;xit~ 

Violent 29.2% 31.3% 29.0% 
Property 32.0% 31.9% 36.8% 
Drug 36.2% 35.3% 32.5% 
Other 2.6% 1.5% 1.7% 

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

Total Cases 34,721 21,846 19,187 

Average Sentences and Time Served in Years 

Offen~e 

Type 

Violent 
Property 
Drug 
Other 

Total 

Sentences 

Average Exits: 

Sentence Average 

Imposed Time Served 

9.2 2.9 
3.9 1.4 
3.5 1.3 
3.1 1.6 

5.3 1.8 

Figure 8 

Violent Offenses 
1994 

Admissions 

- --------------------~--------

E)fit~: 

Average 

prison Stay 

2.4 
1.1 
1.0 
1.3 

1.4 

54% 

Population 

PopultJtion 

54.2% 
23.1% 
21.5% 

1.2% 

100.0% 

36,543 
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Time Served for Indeterminate Inmates 

Most inmates are incarcerated with a determinate sentence, in which a predetermined release 
date is calculated. Offenders sentenced before 1978 have been committed with an indeterminate 
sentence. These inmates have a minimum and maximum sentencing range and are released following 
a determination made by the Prisoner Review Board or the Governor, or at the expiration of their 
sentence (see Appendix B). 

There were 582 inmates in prison at the end of 1994 who were serving an indeterminate 
sentence. Most have a long period of time before they can be released. With relatively few releases 
occurring each year, these most serious indeterminate offenders will remain in prison for many years. 

Nearly 80% of these inmates are incarcerated for Murder. Another 19% have been 
incarcerated for Class X offenses. There were also six inmates incarcerated with Class 1 felonies and 
three more with Class 2 crimes. There were two Sexually Dangerous Persons who have been 
incarcerated for incidents which occurred before 1979. 

1985 

Murder 
Class X 
Class 1 
Class 2 
Class 3 
Class 4 
other 

Total 

1994 

Murder 
Class X 
Class 1 
Class 2 
Class 3 
Class 4 
other 

Total 

Table 7 
lime Served in Years for the Prison Population 

December 31,1985 and December 31, 1994 
Indeterminate Cases 

Average Years 
Inmates Percent Served in Prison 

685 69.8% 9.8 
224 22.8% 9.0 

26 2.7% 5.8 
27 2.8% 6.6 
14 1.5% 3.1 
4 0.4% 0.1 
0 0.0% 

980 100.0% 9.5 

458 78.7% 18,3 
113 19.5% 18.3 

6 1.0% 20.7 
3 0.5% 20.1 
0 0.0% 
0 0.0% 
2 0.3% 15.9 

582 100.0% 18.3 
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Inmates with a Sentence of Life, Death, or SexuaUy Dangerous Person 

There is also a growing number of inmates who vvill never be released. The number of inmates 
with a life (699) or death (156) sentence continues to rise. The number in the prison population has 
expanded by 166% since 1985. The number of Sexually Dangerous Persons (74), who can only be 
released by court order, also continues to multiply by approximately 12% every year. 

The average age of the total 929 inmates (37.4 years) is nearly seven years older than the 
average age of other inmates in prison at the end of 1994. Of the three groups of inmates, Sexually 
Dangerous Persons are the oldest, while inmates with life and death sentences are close to the same 
average age. 

16 
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Inmates with Life, Death, and SDP Sentences 
1985 - 1994 
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I Table 8 
Time Served and Age in Years tor Ute, Death, and Sexually Dangerous Persons 

I 
in the Prison Population as of December 31, 1985 - 1994 

Average 
Time Standard Average standard 

I Inmates Served Deviation Age Deviation 
Life 
1985 237 4.2 6.1 34.'1 10.7 

I 1986 286 4.4 5.8 34.4 10.8 
1987 340 4.3 5.3 35.0 10.5 
1988 395 4.8 5.5 34.8 10.2 
1989 456 5.0 5.1 35.3 9.9 

I 1990 491 5.6 5.2 35.8 9.9 
1991 533 6.1 5.4 36.3 9.9 
1992 575 6.3 5.4 36.6 9.6 
1993 638 6.5 5.4 36.9 9.7 

I 1994 699 6.8 5.5 37.0 9.9 

Death 
1985 85 3.3 2.4 33.4 7.5 

I 
1986 107 3.5 2.7 32.7 7.5 
1987 110 4.0 2.9 33.3 7.7 
1988 118 4.6 3.1 33.9 7.5 
1989 119 5.4 3.3 3S.1 7.8 

I 1990 127 5.4 3.6 35.2 7.8 
1991 134 5.9 3.8 36.1 7.8 
1992 145 6.3 4.1 36.3 8.1 
1993 154 6.7 4.3 36.8 7.9 

I 1994 156 7.3 4.5 37.2 8.3 

SDP 
1985 34 3.8 2.8 37.1 15.6 

I 
1986 40 3.4 2.6 36.6 14.4 
19B7 44 3.5 2.B 38.3 14.3 
1988 SO 4.3 3.1 38.7 15.4 
1989 50 5.0 3.2 38.6 15.6 

I 1990 57 4.B 3.7 40.0 13.7 
1991 60 4.7 3.5 39.B 13.1 
1992 62 5.1 3.7 40.7 12.9 
1993 66 5.6 4.0 41.0 12.7 

I 1994 74 5.6 4.3 41.0 13.5 

Life, Death, and SDP Total 
1985 356 3.9 4.9 34.2 10.7 

I 
1986 433 4.1 4.6 34.2 10.6 
1987 494 4.2 4.2 35.0 10.5 
1988 563 4.7 4.6 34.8 10.3 
1989 625 5.0 "1[7 "35.5 10.1 

I' 
1990 875 5.5 4.B 36.0 9.9 
1991 727 5.9 5.0 36.6 9.B 
1992 782 6.2 5.1 36.9 9.7 
1993 858 6.5 5.1 37.2 9.8 

I 1994 929 6.B 5.3 37.4 10.0 
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Guilty But Mentally TIl Inmates 

The Department also incarcerates inmates who are llguilty but mentally ill. II TIlinois statute 
720 ILCS 5/6-2 states that a "person who, at the time of the commission ofa criminal offense, was 
not insane but was suffering from a mental illness, is not relieved o.f criminal responsibility for his 
conduct and may be found guilty but mentally ill. II 

The number of guilty but mentally ill (GBMI) inmates in the prison population increased by 
only one during 1994. The GBMI population has remained fairly stable over the past six years. 
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Figure 10 

Guilty but Mentally III Offenders 
in· Prison Population 1985 - 1994 
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Habitual Offenders 

The number of offenders with a natural life sentence under the Habitual Criminal statute (720 
rr..CS 5/33B-1) totalled 90 inmates at the end of 1994. These'are inmates with three or more Class 
X offenses who have been prosecuted and sentenced as habitual criminals. 

Figure 11 

Habitual Criminals 
in Prison Population 1985 - 1994 

1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 

Note: All have a Natural life Sentence 
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Habitual Child Sex Offenders 

The number of habitual child sex offenders and child sex offenders in prison multiplied again 
in 1994. This population experienced a moderate accumulation beginning in 1986. However, as a 
result ofa change in the law, a greater number of these inmates have been sentenced to prison. 

The law (730 n.CS 150/2), effective January 1, 1993, requires that these offenders be 
designated a Child Sex Offender (CSO) on the first offense. Previously, the designation was not made 
until the second or subsequent offense. The population of these child sex offenders reached 686 by 
the end of 1994, surging by six times over the last two years. 

20 

Figure 12 

Habitual Child Sex Offenders & Child Sex Offenders 
, in Prison Population 1986 - 1994 
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"Enhanced Class X" Offenders 

There are also inmates who are sentenced under the TIlinois Compiled Statutes (730 ILCS 5/5-
5-3(c)(8», which states that when a defendant "is convicted of a Class 1 or Class 2 felony, after 
having twice been convicted of any Class 2 or greater Class felonies in TIlinois, ... such defendant shall 
be sentenced as a Class X offender" (referred to as an "enhanced Class X" offender). 

The number of these inmates, who are serving longer sentences as Class X offenders, has 
shown recent unprecedented growth. This population exceeded 1,300 during 1994, a 215% rise over 
the past two years. The number of inmates incarcerated for their third serious felony is expected to 
continue to grow rapidly over the next several years. 

Figure 13 

Enhanced Class X Offenders 
in Prison Population 1985 - 1994 
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PART II: Length of Stay 

Summary 

A.s the number of prison sentences imposed grows over time, there are also increases in the 
number of inmates exiting prison. Inmates convicted of Murder and Class X offenses, particularly 
crimes against a person and sex offenses, have served the longest periods of incarceration. 

Over the last five years, the awarding of supplemental meritorious good time, educational, and 
earned time good conduct credits, subject to specific criteria, has contributed greatly to the increase 
in exits. Qualified inmates usually include the lower Class 2, Class 3, and Class 4 property and drug 
offenders. 

In addition, time served was reduced for 1,265 inmates who graduated from the 120-day 
Impact Incarceration Program (lIP). With the opening of a third boot camp facility during 1994, 
further growth in the number of inmates exiting from the lIP is expected. 

The return rate to prison within three years of release for inmates who exited prison in 1991 
was 42.2%. 

Specific length of stay highlights are described in Part II. 
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Length of Stay in Years for All Adult Felons 

The number of exits from prison grew by more than 12% in 1994 (Figure 14). The increased 
number of exits is consistent with a trend beginning in 1989. Large increases in prison admissions for 
lower class offenders and various good time awards have resulted in more prison exits. 

Length of stay is measured in two ways. Prison stay accounts for the time an inmate is 
admitted to the Department of Corrections until the date of release. Total time served includes prison 
stay plus credit for time spent in jail, in a juvenile facility, on probation, etc. It must be noted that 
length of stay data are calculated from prison exits, from which most inmates had served time for the 
lower offense classes, and may be understating the anticipated time served for all inmates sentenced 
to prison (see Appendix B). 

The average total time served (1. 8 years) and the average prison stay (1. 4 years) remained the 
same in 1994. These statistics reflect a downward trend which began in 1990. The decreases in length 
of stay are associated with the awarding of supplemental meritorious good time (SMGT), educational 
good conduct credits, and earned time. 

Table 9 lists the number of exits, time served, and prison stay for inmates released from 1985 
through 1994. 

Table 9 
Length of Stay in Years for All Adult Felons 

Released 1985 - 1994 

Tine Served PrlsonSfay 
Average Av"rege 

Year Cases Mean Median Minimum Mexinum Mean Median Minimum Maxinum 

1985 6,676 2.1 1.6 .01 38.6 1.6 1.3 .00 23.4 
1986 7,242 2.1 1.7 .05 22.6 1.7 1.3 .00 20.2 
1987 8,114 2.1 1.6 .03 31.6 1.7 1.2 .01 31.1 
1988 8,075 2.1 1.7 .10 24.2 1.7 1.2 .00 24.1 
1989 8,617 2.1 1.7 .10 24.9 1.7 1.2 .00 24.2 
1990 11,731 2.0 1.5 .03 36.3 1.6 1.1 .00 31.5 
1991 14,601 1.9 1.3 .00 30.2 1.5 1.0 .00 25.7 
1992 16,152 1.8 1.3 .00 33.9 1.5 0.9 .00 33.3 
1993 17,098 1.8 1.3 .00 39.9 1.4 0.9 .00 35.8 
1994 19,187 1.8 1.2 .04 31.6 1.4 0.9 .00 24.9 

Note: Data include misdemeanors and unclassified cases which are not reported in Tables 10 and 14. 

26 

I 
I 
I 
,I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



I 
I 

'I 
I , 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

1994 Statistical Presentation - Illinois Deportment of Corrections 
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Figure 15 

Length of Stay in Years 
Inmates Released 1985 - 1994 
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Total Time Served and Prison Stay 

Overall, the majority of inmates (73%) served less than two years. Over half (56%) served 
less than one year in prison. Mo~t of the inmates released have been those convicted of lower class 
offenses. Therefore, when separated by offense class, Class 1, Class 2, Class 3, and Class 4 inmates 
generally serve less than three years, while the majority of the Murder and Class X offenders serve 
longer. 
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Length of Stay in Years for All Adult Felons by Offense Class 

Inmates are released from prison depending on the type of sentence for which they had been 
incarcerated. Detenninate sentences are designated :fixed sentences derived from a range set by 
statute. Indetenninate sentences have a minimum and maximum range established by the sentencing 
judge, and inmates are released by the Prisoner Review Board. Some inmates who were given an 
indeterminate sentence opted to choose a sentence with a set release date when the indetenninate 
sentencing structure was implemented. (See Appendix B for a more detailed explanation.) 

As in prior years, nearly 70% of the exits for all felons released in 1994 consisted of Class 2, 
Class 3, or Class 4 offenders. The total average time served (1.8 years) continues to be driven by the 
higher proportion of inmates with these lower class offenses being released from prison. Average 
prison stays in 1994 were equal to or lower than the 1993 averages for all offense classes except for 
Class 3, which experienced a slight increase. 

Table 10 provides the number of exits, time served, and prison stay by offense class for 
inmates released from 1985 through 1994. 
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Figure 18 
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Offense 
Class Year 

Murder 1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 
1991 
1992 
1993 
1994 

Class X 1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 
1991 
1992 
1993 
1994 

Class 1 1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 
1991 
1992 
1993 
1994 

Class 2 1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 
1991 
1992 
1993 
1994 
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Table 10 
Length of stay in Years for All Adult Felons 

Released 1985-1994 i:ly Offense Class 

Time Served Prison Stay 

Standard Standerd 
Cases Mean Deviation Median Mean Deviation Median 

62 8.8 4.0 9.0 7.4 4.2 7.4 
57 9.8 4.4 9.6 8.4 4.1 8.4 
81 9.2 4.2 9.2 8.1 4.3 8.1 

113 9.6 4.1 9.4 8.5 4.1 8.5 
106 9.9 3.4 9.7 8.S 3.5 9.0 
150 11.4 4.7 10.7 9.9 4.7 9.2 
190 11.5 4.3 10.8 9.9 4.3 9.3 
206 11.6 4.4 10.8 10.4 4.3 9.6 
203 11.9 4.9 11.1 10.5 4.3 9.9 
187 12.1 4.0 122 10.5 4.0 10.4 

980 4.1 22 3.5 3.4 1.8 29 
1,079 4.1 1.7 3.7 3.4 1.7 3.2 
1,221 4.3 2.1 '3.7 3.6 2.1 3.2 
1,259 4.3 20 3.7 3.6 1.9 3.1 
1,343 4.3 2.1 3.7 3.6 21 3.0 
1,634 4.3 2.4 3.5 3.7 23 2.9 
1,787 4.3 24 3.5 3.5 2.4 27 
2,109 4.1 2.5 3.3 3.5 2.5 2.7 
2,300 4.1 2.7 3.0 3.5 2.6 2.6 
2,618 3.9 2.3 3.0 3.3 22 26 

878 2.3 0.9 2.0 1.9 0.9 1.7 
1,026 2.4 1.1 20 20 1.1 1.7 
1,062 2.5 1.1 22 2.1 1.1 1.B 
1,037 26 1.2 2.2 21 1.2 1.7 
1,136 2.7 1.4 2.2 22 1.4 1.7 
1,571 25 1.3 21 2.0 1.3 1.7 
2,157 22 1.5 1.7 1.7 1.4 1.4 
2,350 2.1 1.4 1.6 1.7 1.3 1.4 
2,736 1.9 1.3 1.5 1.5 1.2 1.3 
3,291 1.9 1.3 1.5 1.5 1.2 1.2 

1,947 2.0 1.0 1.7 1.6 1.0 1.4 
2,126 1.9 0.9 1.6 1.5 1.1 1.3 
2,579 1.8 0.9 1.5 1.4 0.9 1.2 
2,640 1.8 0.8 1.6 1.4 0.8 1.2 
2,651 1.9 1.0 1.7 1.5 1.0 1.2 
3,650 1.8 0.9 1.5 1.4 0.9 1.2 
4,724 1.6 0.9 1.4 1.2 0.9 1.0 
5,289 1.6 0.8 1.3 1.2 0.8 1.0 
5,321 1.5 0.9 1.4 1.2 0.8 1.0 
5,758 1.5 0.9 1.3 1.2 0.8 0.9 
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Off6nse 
Class Year 

Class 3 1985 
1986 
1967 
1988 
1969 
1990 
1991 
1992 
1993 
1994 

Class 4 1985 
1966 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 
1991 
1992 
1993 
1994 

1994 Statistical Presentation - Illinois Department o[Correcnons 

Table 10 
Length of Stay in Years for All Adult Felons 

Released 1985-1994 by Offense Class 

Time Served Priscn Stay 

Standsrd Standsrd 
Cases Mean Deviation Medien Mean Devietion Median 

1,934 1.3 O.S 1.0 1.0 O.B O.B 
2,046 1.3 0.7 1.1 1.0 0.7 1.0 
2,065 1.3 O.B 1.0 0.9 0.7 0.7 
2,012 1.3 O.S 1.0 0.9 <l.B 0.7 
2,081 1.2 0.7 1.0 0.9 0.7 0.7 
2,678 1.2 0.7 1.0 O.S 0.7 0.7 
3,369 1.1 O.B 1.0 O.B 0.7 O.S 
3,639 1.1 0.7 1.0 O.B O.S O.S 
3,644 1.0 0.7 0.9 0.7 O.S 0.6 
3,626 1.1 0.7 1.0 O.B O.S O.S 

S69 1.0 0.7 0.9 0.7 0.7 O.S 
903 0.9 0.5 O.B 0.7 0.5 0.5 

1,104 O.S 0.5 0.7 0.5 0.5 0.4 
1,009 0.7 0.5 0.7 0.5 0.4 0.4 
1,294 0.7 0.5 0.7 0.5 0.4 0.4 
2,047 0.7 0.5 0.6 0.5 0.4 0.4 
2,371 0.7 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.4 0.3 
2,558 O.S 0.4 0.5 0.4 0.4 0.2 
2,891 O.S 0.4 0.5 0.4 0.4 0.3 
3,706 O.S 0.5 0.5 0.4 0.4 0.3 
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Length of Stay in Years for All Adult Felons by Offense Type 

Time served has been longest for inmates convicted of sex crimes, serving an average of 3.6 
years. Inmates convicted for crimes against a person served an average of 2. 7 years. Property and 
drug offenders served about half as long as offenders sentenced for violent crimes. 

Table 11 indicates that when dividing offenses into categories of crimes against a person, sex 
offenses, property crimes, drug offenses, and other miscellaneous felonies, the number of exits 
continues to increase, with each category at least doubling over the last ten years. The number of 
inmates exiting with sex crimes has doubled over the last ten years, but 1994 experienced the same 
number of exits as compared to 1993. 

The largest rise in exits continues to be for drug offenses, which has grown by almost 13 times 
since 1985. However, during the last ten years, there has been little variation in the average lengths 
of stay for drug offenders. 

The average prison stay for crimes against a person, sex crimes, and property crimes remained 
stable from 1993 to 1994. Offenders exiting prison with a drug or other offense had a shorter average 
length of stay in 1994 compared to 1993. Over the last ten years, dramatic increases in average prison 
stay have been experienced for inmates exiting with crimes against a person or sex crimes. 

Offenses in the nother" category also continue to rise. These offenses mainly include escape
related offenses, such as escape from a penal institution, bail bond violation, and failure to report to 
a penal institution. Offenders in this category have also been sentenced for crimes against the 
government, such as obstructing justice and mob action. 
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1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 
1991 
1992 
1993 
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1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 
1991 
1992 
1993 
1994 

1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 
1991 
1992 
1993 
1994 

1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
199C 
1991 
1992 
1993 
1994 

Ca.ses 

2,123 
2,276 
2,436 
2,376 
2,499 
3,065 
3,527 
4,114 
4,428 
4,752 

341 
429 
529 
521 
686 
ess 
722 
782 
783 
762 

3,486 
3,749 
4,180 
4,102 
3,952 
5,199 
6,176 
6,369 
6,531 
6,776 

476 
610 
790 
882 

1,262 
2,565 
3,924 
4,585 
5,147 
6,650 

109 
114 
132 
145 
175 
185 
1B7 
221 
229 
247 
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T8ble 11 
Length of Stay in Years for All Adult Felons 

Released 1985-1994 by Offense Type 

TimeSfIIWd PrisonSt.y 
Awnge Awnge 

Men MediIJn Minimum MlJXimum Mean MedilJn Mirimum MlJXimum 

2.4 2.1 0.2 8.1 1.9 1.6 0.0 7.4 
2.5 2.1 0.1 13.6 2.0 1.6 0.0 12.5 
2.7 2.3 0.0 31.6 2.2 1.8 0.0 31.1 
2.9 2.3 0.1 19.9 2.4 1.7 0.0 19.0 
2.9 2.2 0.2 14.8 2.3 1.6 0.0 13.3 
2.9 2.2 0.2 36.3 2.3 1.5 0.0 31.5 
2.7 1.8 0.1 14.7 2.2 1.3 0.0 13.5 
2.7 1.7 0.0 16.8 2.1 1.3 0.0 16.2 
2.8 1.8 0.0 39.9 2.2 1.3 0.0 30.5 
2.7 2.0 0.1 31.6 2.2 1.3 0.0 24.9 

3.1 2.8 0.5 8.1 2.6 2.2 0.0 7.1 
3.1 2.7 0.3 8.8 2.5 2.1 0.0 7.9 
2.9 2.5 0.2 9.7 2.4 1.9 0.0 9.1 
3.2 2.7 0.2 19.9 2.6 2.1 0.0 10.2 
3.3 2.7 0.1 11.6 2.7 2.1 0.0 11.0 
3.3 2.7 0.3 13.2 2.8 2.1 0.0 12.4 
3.4 2.7 0.2 14.1 2.8 2.1 0.0 12.5 
3.5 2.7 0.1 14.6 2.9 2.2 0.0 14.1 
3.5 2.7 0.4 36.0 3.0 2.2 0.0 35.8 
3.6 2.7 0.3 22.3 3.0 2.3 0.0 22.2 

1.6 1.4 0.0 7.0 1.2 1.1 0.0 6.1 
1.6 1.5 0.0 6.9 1.3 1.2 0.0 6.5 
1.6 1.3 0.1 8.8 1.2 1.0 0.0 6.4 
1.6 1.3 0.1 8.2 1.2 1.0 0.0 7.9 
1.6 1.3 0.0 7.4 1.2 1.0 0.0 7.0 
1.6 1.3 0.1 9.2 1.2 1.0 0.0 8.0 
1.4 1.1 0.0 8.5 1.1 0.8 0.0 8.1 
1.4 1.0 0.0 9.7 1.1 0.8 0.0 9.2 
1.4 1.0 0.0 14.0 1.1 0.8 0.0 13.2 
1.4 1.1 0.1 13.5 1.1 0.9 0.0 12.7 

1.3 1.1 0.3 5.6 1.0 0.8 0.0 5.1 
1.4 1.2 0.2 6.5 1.1 0.8 0.0 6.1 
1.4 1.2 0.0 7.9 1.1 0.8 0.0 7.5 
1.5 1.2 0.1 9.5 1.2 0.9 0.0 8.2 
1.4 1.2 0.0 9.6 1.1 0.9 0.0 8.9 
1.3 1.2 0.0 9.6 1.0 0.7 0.0 8.4 
1.2 1.0 0.0 7.0 1.0 0.6 0.0 6.3 
1.3 1.0 0.0 14.5 1.0 0.8 0.0 13.7 
1.3 1.0 0.1 9.5 1.0 0.7 0.0 9.3 
1.2 1.0 0.0 8.0 0.9 0.7 0.0 7.4 

1.1 1.0 0.3 3.3 0.8 0.6 0.0 3.2 
1.2 1.0 0.3 5.7 0.9 0.7 0.0 5.3 
1.0 .0.7 0.2 13.7 0.7 0.5 0.0 4.2 
0.9 0.8 0.2 3.5 0.7 0.4 0.0 3.2 
1.0 0.8 0.2 6.7 0.7 0.5 0.0 6.7 
1.0 0.8 0.2 3.3 0.8 0.6 0.0 3.1 
1.0 0.7 0.2 3.9 0.7 0.4 0.0 3.6 
1.1 0.8 0.1 6.1 0.6 0.5 0.0 5.9 
1.0 0.7 0.0 4.4 0.7 0.5 0.0 4.0 
0.9 0.7 0.2 3.9 0.6 0.4 0.0 3.7 
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Length of Stay in Years for Determinate Cases 

The number of exits for determinate sentences rose by 12% from 1993 to 1994. Both the 
average time served and the average prison stay have remained fairly constant for the last four years. 

34 

Table 12 
Length of Stay in Years for Determinate Cases 

Released 1985 - 1994 

TiTle SflfVlKi Prison Stay 

Average Average 
Yes, Casl!lS Mean Median Minimum MuiTIlm Mean Median Minimum MaxiTIum 

1985 6,535 1.9 1.6 .01 6.1 1.5 1.3 .00 7.4 
1986 7,178 2.0 1.7 .05 13.6 1.6 1.3 .00 12.5 
1987 8,068 2.0 1.6 .03 31.6 1.6 1.2 .01 31.1 
1988 8,026 2.1 1.7 .10 19.9 1.6 1.2 .00 19.0 
1989 8,574 2.1 1.7 .10 14.8 1.7 1.2 .00 13.3 
1990 11,679 2.0 1.5 .03 36.3 1.6 1.1 .00 31.5 
1991 14,536 1.8 1.3 .04 14.7 1.4 0.9 .00 13.5 
1992 16,091 1.8 1.3 .00 16.8 1.4 0.9 .00 16.2 
1993 17,044 1.8 1.2 .00 19.7 1.4 0.9 .00 14.7 
1994 19,163 1.7 1.2 .04 16.8 1.4 0.9 .00 16.5 

Note: There may be some cases with maximum lengths of stay which would have inmates admitted to prison 
before determinate senrencing took effect in 1978. These inmates were originally sentenced under an 
indeterminate sentence, but opted for a set release date. The number of cases include; misdemeanors and 
uncl.sifted cases which are not reported in Tablas 10 and 14. 
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Length of Stay in Years for Indeterminate Cases 

There were only 24 inmates with indeterminate sentences who were released by the Prisoner 
Review Board during 1994. The mean time served for indeterminate cases was 18.9 years. During 
the last three years, the average time served and average prison stay have increased in large 
increments. Over the last ten years, both lengths of stay for indeterminate cases have increased 
approximately twofold. 

Table 13 
Length of Stay in Years for Indeterminate Cases 

Released 1985 -1994 

Tine Ssrvttd Prison Stay 
Average Average 

Year Cases Mean Median Minimum Maximum Melin Median Minimum Maximum 

1985 133 9.5 8.8 0.3 38.6 7.8 7.7 0.2 23.4 

1986 63 10.1 10.2 0.8 22.6 9.0 9.1 0.1 20.2 

1987 46 9.3 10.1 0.4 21.2 8.5 9.2 0.4 20.7 

1988 46 12.0 12.9 0.3 24.2 10.8 11.8 0.1 24.1 

1989 43 11.5 12.5 0.2 24.9 10.7 11.4 0.2 24.2 

1990 52 14.6 14.5 0.5 26.4 13.3 12.7 0.5 25.8 

1991 65 16.3 16.0 3.3 30.2 14.3 14.0 1.0 25.7 

1992 61 14.6 16.2 0.5 33.9 13.4 15.0 0.2 33.3 

1993 54 17.4 17.2 0.5 39.9 15.2 15.9 0.4 35.8 
1994 24 18.9 18.6 0.7 31.6 15.6 17.2 0.6 24.9 
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Length of Stay in Years for Determinate Cases by Selected Offenses 

Table 14 provides data for inmates exiting with a detenninate sentence. Murder and 
Manufacture or Delivery of a Controlled Substance (Class X) both decreased by three exits each 
during 1994. Several crimes experienced increases in prison exits with Possession of a Controlled 
Substance (Class 4), Manufacture or Delivery ofa Controlled Substance (Class 2), Other Class 1, and 
Other Class 4 offenses rising substantially. Major increases in the number of exits for Aggravated 
Auto Theft, Aggravated Discharge of a Firearm, and Attempted Armed Robbery accounted for the 
difference in Other Class 1 offenses. The increase in Other Class 4 exits was driven by the offenses 
of Stalking, Obstructing Justice, Home Repair Fraud, and Aggravated Driving Under the Influence. 

The number of Robbery, Aggravated Battery, Retail Theft (Class 3), and Theft (Class 3) exits 
decreased in 1994. Retail Theft was the only offense of these four crimes that did not experience a 
decrease in exits in 1993 also. 

The number of exits .continues to decline for Rape (Class X) and Voluntary Manslaughter 
(Class 1 and 2). The average number of years served for inmates sentenced with these three offenses 
continues to rise because the statutes have been revised (see Appendix B). The few inmates exiting 
under the old offenses were admitted prior to the statutory changes. Those with shorter sentences had 
exited in previous years. Since the remaining cases are for those with longer sentences, the average 
for those being released continues to increase. 

The only significant increase in average time served and average prison stay was for Murder 
and First Degree Murder offenses (annual differences for Rape and Voluntary Manslaughter are 
described above). The offenses of Manufacture or Delivery of a Controlled Substance (Class X), 
Motor Vehicle Theft (Class 2), Retail Theft (Class 3), Theft (Class 4), and Other Class 4 offenses all 
experienced slight increases in lengths of stay. 

Armed Robbery (Class X) and Attempted MurderlFirst Degree Murder had noteworthy 
decreases in length of stay. Other Class X, Residential Burglary, and Forgery (Class 3) offenses had 
minimal decreases in lengths of stay. 
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Table 14 
Le~h of stay in Years for Determnate Cases 

Released 1985-1994 by Seled:ed Offenses 

T/meServed Prison Stay 

Offense Yea- Cases Mean Medisn Mrirrun Maxirrun ' Mean Medi&'1 Mrirrun Maxirrun ' 

MLJ'derl 1985 15 4.2 4.3 1.2 6.7 3.1 3.1 0.4 5.5 
Rrst 1986 2B 7.5 B.5 1.4 13.6 6.2 6.5 0.6 12.5 
Degee 1987 63 B.4 9.2 1.4 31.6 7.3 B.O 1.2 31.1 
MLJ'der 1988 B9 804 9.2 0.2 19.9 7.4 B.2 0.1 19.0 

1989 B7 9.1 9.5 1.7 14.B 7.9 B.7 0.2 13.3 
1990 114 9.B 9.7 1.1 36.3 8.3 B.9 0.3 31.5 
1991 144 9.B 9.7 1.3 14.7 B.4 8.9 0.0 13.5 
1992 166 10.3 9.8 2.2 14.B 9.2 9.3 2.0 14.0 
1993 171 10.5 10.2 0.6 19.7 9.3 9.4 0.5 14.3 
1994 168 11.3 11.7 1.8 16.6 9.B 9.6 0.5 16.1 

.AImed 1985 504 3.7 3.3 0.4 7.3 3.1 2.7 0.0 6.5 
ROObery 1986 549 4.0 3.6 1.2 13.6 3.4 3.0 0.0 11.B 
(OassX) 1987 58S 4.2 3.7 1.1 112 3.6 32 0.0 10.8 

1988 ST7 4.3 3.7 1.5 10.5 3.6 3.2 0.0 9.9 
1989 50B 4.4 3.B 0.8 11.9 3.B 3.3 0.1 11.7 
1990 6Z1 4.5 3.7 1.1 13.9 3.8 3.1 0.5 11.4 
1991 608 4.4 3.6 0.8 13.B 3.7 3.0 0.0 13.3 
1992 669 4.3 3.5 1.0 16.B 3.7 2.B 0.1 15.B 
1993 7Z1 4.1 3.0 0.4 14.8 3.4 2.5 0.0 14.5 
1994 893 3.B 3.0 0.1 16.8 3.1 2.5 0.0 16.5 

Af:tenllted 1985 86 3.9 3.3 26 7.B 3.2 2.B 1.1 6.9 
MLJ'derl 1986 104 4.0 3.4 1.0 9.2 3.4 3.0 0.0 B.4 
Rrst 1987 132 4.6 4.0 1.7 10.B 3.8 3.4 0.0 9.7 
Degee 1988 128 4.5 4.3 1.9 9.2 3.8 3.6 0.0 8.5 
MlI'cier 1989 125 4.6 4.0 1.7 11.8 3.B 3.5 0.3 10.5 
(OassX) 1990 155 5.1 4.3 1.3 12.2 4.4 3.6 0.5 11.9 

1991 147 5.6 4.B 0.7 12.3 4.4 3.7 0.0 11.5 
1992 169 5.3 4.7 2.3 16.3 4.4 3.B 0.4 16.2 
1993 160 5.2 3.7 1.B 15.2 4.4 2.9 0.2 14.7 
1994 219 4.9 3.7 1.1 16.0 4.1 3.1 0.3 15.3 

Rape 1985 117 4.1 3.B 2.2 B.1 3.5 3.3 1.0 7.1 
(OaasX) 1986 136 4.4 4.1 1.3 B.B 3.8 3.5 0.0 8.3 

1987 1Z2 5.3 4.5 1.7 29.1 4.5 3.7 1.3 2B.2 
1988 91 5.6 5.0 0.3 12.1 4.7 4.4 0.0 10.2 
1989 86 6.6 6.1 2.7 11.6 5.7 5.5 0.3 11.0 
1990 67 7.8 7.4 2.B 13.2 6.9 6.B 0.6 12.4 
1991 54 B.B B.7 4.7 13.2 7.5 7.3 3.4 11.7 
1992 44 10.1 9.7 2.3 14.0 9.3 9.2 2.0 13.6 
1993 31 11.0 10.7 3.0 14.7 9.B 9.6 2.7 14.3 
1994 23 12.2 12.2 7.0 15.9 11.1 11.1 6.5 15.6 

1 There may be some maxil'n.lm lengths of stay v.nch wruld hlJle inmates adrritted to priSQ'l before detemln.e sentencing took 
effect in 1978. These inmates were originaly sentenced under CI'1 indetemin.e sentence, but opted for a set release date. 
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Table 14 
Le~h of stay in Years for Deterninate Cases 

Released 1985-1994 by Selected Offenses 

Time Served PrisaJ Stay 

Offense Yea- Cases Mean lVtedien Mrirrun Maxirrun l Mean Meciien Mrirrun Maxirrun l 

Aggavated 1985 0 - - - - - - - --
Crimnal 1986 4 1.5 1.3 1.1 24 1.1 0.9 O.B 1.6 
Sexual 1987 43 26 2.7 1.1 3.3 1.9 21 0.1 28 
AssaJlt 1988 101 29 2B 0.5 4.2 2.4 2.4 0.2 4.0 
{Class X) 1989 200 3.2 29 0.2 5.1 2.6 2.6 0.1 4.9 

1990 222 3.5 3.2 1.2 6.2 2.9 27 0.3 5.9 
1991 268 3.8 3.7 1.3 7.2 3.1 2.8 0.0 6.6 
1992 285 4.1 3.7 U.7 7.7 3.3 3.0 0.0 7.1 
1993 293 4.2 3.8 0.9 8.8 3.5 3.3 0.2 8.6 
1994 332 4.2 3.7 0.3 9.7 3.5 3.1 0.0 9.5 

MtnJflDel 1985 38 3.0 28 0.5 5.4 26 27 0.3 4.6 
ate 1986 75 3.0 28 0.4 6.5 25 25 0.2 6.1 
Cartrolled 1987 97 3.1 2.7 0.3 7.9 27 26 0.2 7.5 
Substin:e 1988 139 3.1 27 0.3 9.5 2.7 27 0.1 8.1 
{Class X) 1989 190 3.2 28 0.2 9.6 27 26 0.1 B.9 

1990 282 3.0 2.8 0.7 9.6 26 26 0.1 8.4 
1991 360 28 2.5 0.2 6.5 24 2.4 0.0 6.0 
1992 508 3.0 25 0.2 14.5 26 25 0.1 13.7 
1993 519 3.1 2.5 0.4 9.5 2.7 25 0.1 9.3 
1994 516 3.2 3.0 0.5 8.0 2.8 2.5 0.0 7.4 

other 1985 175 3.8 3.5 1.3 7.3 3.2 3.0 0.7 6.4 
o ass X 1986 192 4.0 3.7 1.3 8.4 3.4 3.2 0.2 7.8 

1987 222 4.2 3.7 0.7 10.0 3.5 3.2 0.0 9.5 
1988 209 4.4 3.8 0.8 10.2 3.9 3.4 0.4 9.B 
1989 222 4.3 3.7 0.5 11.6 3.B 3.0 0.1 10.8 
1990 270 4.4 3.3 0.4 129 3.7 2.8 0.1 11.8 
1991 335 4.1 3.0 1.0 14.1 3.4 2.5 0.1 125 
1992 420 4.0 3.0 0.4 14.6 3.3 25 0.2 14.1 
1993 551 3.7 3.0 0.0 14.5 3.1 25 0.0 14.1 
1994 628 3.6 2.7 0.2 16.5 3.0 2.4 0.0 15.8 

MCI'IuflDel 1965 29 l.B 1.8 0.5 3.2 1.3 1.5 0.1 2.5 
ata 1986 41 20 1.8 0.2 5.6 1.7 1.7 0.2 4.6 
Cartrolled 1987 59 2.0 l.B 0.2 4.B 1.5 1.5 0.1 4.4 
Substance 1988 59 1.7 1.7 0.2 3.7 1.4 1.4 0.2 3.7 
(Class 1) 1989 124 1.9 1.7 0.5 5.1 1.5 1.5 0.0 4.7 

1990 347 1.7 1.7 0.2 4.7 1.4 1.4 0.0 4.3 
1991 724 1.5 1.5 0.2 4.5 1.2 1.3 0.0 4.4 
1992 BB4 1.5 1.5 0.2 4.9 1.2 1.2 0.0 4.5 
1993 1,032 1.5 1.5 0.2 5.5 1.2 1.1 0.0 5.1 
1994 1,235 1.5 1.4 0.2 6.3 1.2 1.1 0.0 6.2 

1 There may be some maxirrum lengths of fiBI vdlIch would have inmates admtted to prisoo before determimie sentencing took 
effect in 197B. These inmates were originally sentenced under an indeteminate sentence, but opted for a set release date. 
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Table 14 
Le~h of Stay in Years for Determinate cases 

Released 1985-1994 by Selected Offenses 

TIme Served Prison&ay 

Offense Ye.!Y Cases Mean Median Mrinun Maxinun 1 Mean Median Mrirrun Maxirrun 1 

Resid. 1985 543 22 2.1 0.8 3.8 1.8 1.8 0.2 3.5 
Burga'Y 1986 625 2.4 2.2 0.9 4.6 20 1.8 0.1 4.2 
(Oass 1) 1987 638 25 22 0.7 5.5 2.1 1.9 0.1 5.3 

1988 649 25 22 0.5 6.0 2.1 1.8 0.1 5.7 
1989 6CE 26 2.2 0.4 7.4 2.2 1.8 0.1 7.0 
1990 805 2.6 22 0.8 8.0 21 1.9 0.2 7.6 
1991 925 2.3 2.0 0.3 8.5 1.9 1.5 0.0 8.1 
1992 Baa 2.4 2.0 0.0 9.7 20 1.7 0.0 9.2 
1993 894 22 1.7 0.0 8.6 1.8 1.4 0.0 8.0 
1994 934 2.1 1.9 0.3 8.0 1.7 1.4 0.0 7.8 

VoILnIay 1985 49 2.6 2.3 1.3 7.4 1.7 1.6 0.0 5.3 
Mens!. 1986 81 28 2.6 1.2 6.9 20 1.7 0.1 5.7 
(Oass 1) 1987 96 3.2 27 0.7 5.7 24 22 0.5 5.3 

1988 90 3.5 3.5 1.7 6.3 2.5 2.5 0.0 5.6 
1989 '103 4.2 4.1 1.7 7.3 3.3 3.2 0.1 6.7 
1990 99 4.3 4.3 1.3 8.0 3.3 3.1 0.1 7.5 
1991 78 5.4 5.6 0.6 8.4 4.4 4.5 0.6 7.4 
1992 51 5.5 5.7 1.5 8.8 4.4 4.6 0.0 7.5 
1993 26 6.4 6.8 22 8.7 5.5 6.0 1.3 8.2 
1994 22 7.0 7.2 3.7 122 5.8 5.9 0.9 10.9 

Other 1985 249 24 20 0.3 7.0 1.9 1.7 0.0 6.7 
o ass 1 1986 272 23 20 0.2 7.2 1.8 1.7 0.0 6.4 

1987 2f5l 2.4 1.8 0.5 9.0 1.9 1.7 0.0 8.5 
1988 238 26 2.0 0.2 8.3 21 1.7 0.0 8.2 
1989 29B 2.5 20 0.2 8.6 2.0 1.7 0.1 7.8 
1990 319 2.5 1.9 0.2 10.7 2.0 1.6 0.0 9.9 
1991 428 21 1.7 0.2 9.7 1.7 1.4 0.0 9.4 
1992 546 22 1.7 0.2 128 1.7 1.4 0.0 11.4 
1993 783 2.1 1.7 0.2 14.1 1.6 1.3 0.0 13.7 
1994 1,099 21 1.7 0.1 14.7 1.6 1.2 0.0 14.3 

8ur9a'Y 1985 1,142 1.9 1.7 0.0 7.0 1.5 1.4 0.0 6.1 
(Oass2) 1986 1,191 1.9 1.7 0.2 9.4 1.6 1.3 0.0 9.3 

1987 1,335 1.8 1.5 0.2 B.8 1.5 1.2 0.0 8.4 
1988 1,156 1.9 1.6 0.4 8.2 1.5 1.2 0.0 7.9 
1989 1,112 1.9 1.7 0.1 8.6 1.5 1.3 0.0 8.1 
1990 1,518 1.8 1.5 0.3 9.2 1.4 1.2 0.0 8.0 
1991 1,825 1.6 1.4 0.0 7.9 1.2 1.0 0.0 7.4 
1992 2,004 1.6 1.3 0.1 S.8 1.2 1.0 0.0 B.5 
1993 1,931 1.6 1.4 0.1 14.0 1.2 1.0 0.0 13.2 
1994 1,952 1.6 1.4 0.1 13.5 1.2 1.0 0.0 127 

1 There mat be some maxilll.llTllengths of Fist v.nch would have inmates adrritted to prism befae deterrrimte sentencing took 
effect in 1978. TI'leSe inmates were origimily sentenced under an incletem1m.ie sentence, but opted for a set release date. 
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1994 Statistical Presentation - Illinois DepaNment of Corrections 

Table 14 
Lergth of stay in Years for Deterninate cases 

Released 1985-1994 by Selected Offenses 

Time Served Prisoo Stay 

Offense Yea- cases Mean M3ciiEJ'l Mrinun Maxinun l Mean MediEJ'l Mrinun Maxinun l 

Robbery 1985 513 2.0 1.B 0.6 6.4 1.5 1.3 0.1 6.2 
(Oass2) 1986 516 2.0 1.8 0.1 6.9 1.5 1.3 0.0 6.4 

1987 510 2.0 1.7 0.1 6.8 1.5 1.3 0.0 6.1 
1988 519 1.9 1.7 0.6 6.7 1.4 1.2 0.0 6.4 
1989 545 2.0 1.7 0.2 9.2 1.4 1.2 0.0 8.6 
1990 703 1.9 1.6 0.2 7.4 1.4 1.2 0.0 7.1 
1991 819 1.8 1.5 0.4 6.9 1.3 1.0 0.0 6.3 
1002 875 1.7 1.5 0.1 8.5 1.2 1.0 0.0 8.3 
1993 783 1.7 1.5 0.2 9.2 1.3 1.1 0.0 8.7 
1994 758 1.7 1.5 0.4 8.0 1.3 1.0 0.0 6.9 

VoIlI1tcry 1985 34 3.4 3.2 0.2 6.9 2.7 25 0.0 6.5 
Mm. 1986 12 4.6 4.6 1.3 6.7 3.5 3.6 0.7 5.2 
(Oass2) 1987 10 5.7 6.0 1.7 6.7 4.9 5.2 1.7 5.9 

1988 6 6.2 6.6 4.8 7.4 5.4 6.1 3.2 6.7 
1989 3 7.3 7.3 7.3 7.4 6.3 6.6 5.3 6.9 
1990 2 8.6 8.6 7.3 10.0 8.3 8.3 7.2 9.4 
1991 1 8.7 8.7 8.7 8.7 2.9 2.9 2.9 2.9 
1992 0 - - - - - - - -
1993 1 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2 
1994 0 - - - - - - - -

Ma"luflDel 1985 75 1.7 1.4 0.7 5.6 1.4 1.2 0.5 5.1 
ata 1986 103 1.4 1.4 0.2 3.3 1.2 1.2 0.1 3.1 
Controlled 1987 159 1.4 1.3 0.5 3.2 1.1 1.1 0.1 3.0 
Sut:stanc:e 1988 214 1.5 1.3 0.2 3.5 1.2 1.2 0.1 3.3 
(Oass2) 1969 245 1.6 1.3 0.2 5.8 1.3 1.2 0.1 5.2 

1990 576 1.5 1.3 0.0 6.7 1.2 1.1 0.0 6.4 
1991 883 1.4 1.2 0.2 5.0 1.1 1.0 0.0 4.8 
1992 1,CX30 1.4 1.0 0.1 4.2 1.1 0.9 0.0 4.2 
1993 1,196 1.3 1.0 0.2 6.5 1.0 0.9 0.0 6.1 
1994 1,596 1.3 1.0 0.0 5.5 0.9 O.B 0.0 5.0 

Mc:xor 1965 0 - - - - - - - -
Velide 1986 74 1.3 1.3 0.7 1.8 1.0 1.0 0.2 1.6 
Theft 1987 'ZT1 1.5 1.3 0.5 2.7 1.0 1.0 0.1 2.6 
(Oass2) 1988 433 1.6 1.5 0.2 3.6 1.2 1.1 0.1 3.3 

1989 390 1.8 1.7 0.1 3.8 1.3 1.2 0.0 3.7 
1990 475 1.8 1.5 0.3 4.B 1.4 1.2 0.0 4.4 
1991 756 1.6 1.5 0.2 6.4 1.2 1.0 0.1 4.3 
1992 8Z7 1.5 1.3 0.2 5.1 1.2 1.0 0.0 4.5 
1993 817 1.5 1.4 0.3 6.5 1.1 1.0 0.0 6.2 
1994 829 1.6 1.3 0.2 6.5 1.2 1.0 0.0 6.0 

1 There may be some maxirTlJm lengths at stay v.hich would have inmates a:lrritted to prison beta-e detemlinate sentencing took 
effect in 1978. These inmates were originally sentenced under an indetermnate sentence, but opted for a set release date. 
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1994 Statistical Presentallon • Illinois Department o.(Correchons 

Table 14 
Lergth of Stay in Years for Deteminate cases 

Released 1985-1994 by Selected Offenses 

TirmServed PriSCt'l Stey 

Offense Yea- Cases Mean Medifll Mrirrun Maxirrun f Mean Medifll Mrirrun Maxirrun f 

Other 1985 174 1.9 1.7 O.S 6.3 l.S 1.3 0.0 6.3 
Class 2 1986 225 1.7 l.S O.S 8.2 1.3 1.2 0.1 7.6 

1987 284 1.7 1.4 0.5 6.9 1.2 1.1 0.1 5.2 
1988 309 1.8 1.5 0.5 6.4 1.3 1.2 0.1 5.9 
1989 353 1.9 1.7 0.1 6.7 1.5 1.2 0.1 6.7 
1990 372 1.9 1.5 0.4 11.2 l.S 1.2 0.1 10.8 
1991 439 1.7 1.5 0.2 7.1 1.3 1.2 0.1 6.2 
1992 520 1.7 1.5 0.1 8.5 1.3 1.1 0.0 8.0 
1993 592 1.8 l.S 0.3 7.7 1.4 1.2 0.0 6.7 
1994 623 1.7 l.S 0.4 9.8 1.4 1.1 0,0 9.1 

Aggavated 1985 338 1.4 1.3 0.1 6.2 1.0 0.9 0.0 6.1 
Battery 1966 348 1.5 1.3 0.5 11.7 1.1 0.9 0.0 10.3 
(Class 3) 1967 416 1.4 1.2 0.0 7.1 1.1 0.9 0.0 6.8 

1968 358 1.4 1.3 0.5 4.8 1.1 0.9 0.0 4.7 
'1989 395 1.5 1.2 0.3 5.7 1.0 0.8 0.0 5.3 
1990 482 1.4 1.2 0.3 S.8 1.0 0.7 0.1 6.2 
1991 570 1.4 1.2 0.4 9.0 1.0 0.7 0.0 9.0 
1992 651 1.3 1.1 0.0 6.0 0.9 0.7 0.0 5.2 
1993 601 1.3 1.0 0.4 4.7 0.9 0.7 0.0 4.3 
1994 547 1.3 1.1 0.2 5.2 0.9 0.7 0.0 4.3 

Fa-gery 1985 188 1.4 1.2 0.1 4.6 1.0 0.9 0.0 4.3 
(Class 3) 1986 183 1.3 1.0 0.4 5.1 0.9 0.8 0.0 S.O 

1987 188 1.3 1.1 0.3 4.7 0.9 0.7 0.0 4.4 
1988 229 1.3 1.2 0.3 5.4 0.9 0.7 0.1 5.2 
1969 192 1.3 1.2 0.3 6.5 1.0 0.8 0.1 6.3 
1990 288 1.2 1.0 0.3 4.7 0.9 0.7 0.1 4.3 
1991 338 1.1 1.0 0.2 5.6 0.9 0.7 0.0 5.2 
1992 314 1.1 1.0 0.4 4.1 0.8 0.6 0.0 4.0 
1993 342 1.1 1.0 0.1 4.5 0.8 0.7 0.1 4.3 
1994 344 1.0 0.9 0.2 4.7 0.7 0.6 0.0 3.5 

Retail 1985 132 0.9 0.9 0.3 3.9 0.7 0.6 0.0 3.6 
Theft 1986 158 1.1 1.0 0.3 2.8 0.8 0.7 0.0 2.5 
(Class 3) 1967 199 1.0 0.8 0.3 4.0 0.7 0.6 0.0 3.7 

1988 232 1.0 0.9 0.2 2.8 0.6 0.6 0.0 2.0 
1989 241 1.0 0.8 0.0 2.7 0.7 0.5 0.0 2.7 
1990 259 1.0 0.8 0.2 4.5 0.7 0.5 0.0 4.1 
1991 337 0.9 0.7 0.1 4.2 0.6 0.5 0.0 3.8 
1992 485 0.8 O.S 0.2 4.8 0.5 0.4 0.0 4.5 
1993 593 0.8 0.6 0.1 3.8 0.5 0.4 0.0 3.7 
1994 540 0.9 0.7 0.2 6.5 0.6 0.5 0.0 5.6 

1 There may be some maxin-..m lengths of Sat v.ncl1 would have Inmates OOrritted to prisoo beta-e determincte sentencing took 
effect in 1978. These inf'tlatles were originally sentenced under an indetemincie sentence, I1rt opted for a set release date. 
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1994 Statilticai Pre3entation - Illinois Department o/Corrections 

Table 14 
Lergth of stay in Years for Determinate Gases 

Released 1985-1994 by Selected Offenses 

7imeServed PriSM stsy 

Offense Yea'" Cases Mean MeciiErl Mrirrun MaKirrun 1 M9an MediErl Mrirrun Maxirrun 1 

Theft 1985 758 1.2 1.0 0.1 7.0 0.9 0.8 0.0 5.7 
(C/ass3) 1966 7'2fj 1.2 1.0 0.0 4.7 0.9 0.8 0.0 3.B 

1987 619 1.2 1.0 0.2 6.0 0.9 0.7 0.0 5.4 
198B 596 1.2 1.0 0.2 4.7 0.8 0.7 0.0 4.4 
1989 572 1.2 1.0 0.2 S.B 0.9 0.7 0.1 5.6 
1990 726 1.1 0.9 0.3 5.2 0.8 0.6 0.1 5.0 
1991 716 1.0 0.8 0.2 3.3 0.8 0.5 0.0 3.1 
1992 659 1.0 0.9 0.2 5.0 0.7 0.6 0.0 4.5 
1993 600 1.0 0.9 0.1 7.2 0.7 0.5 0.0 7.0 
1994 500 1.0 0.9 0.2 7.8 0.7 0.6 0.0 4.5 

l.k1Ialwfu 1965 156 1.2 1.0 0.4 2.4 0.9 0.8 0.0 2.1 
Use da 1966 216 1.2 1.1 0.4 29 0.9 0.8 0.2 2.8 
W~ 1987 229 1.2 1.0 0.2 3.7 0.9 0.8 0.1 2.8 
UlJNbya 1988 220 1.2 1.1 0.0 4.3 0.9 0.7 0.0 2.8 
Felon 3 1989 261 1.2 1.0 0.2 4.9 0.9 0.7 0.0 4.7 
(C/ass3) 1990 341 1.1 0.9 0.2 3.3 0.8 0.7 0.0 28 

1991 471 1.0 0.8 0.2 3.4 0.7 0.5 0.0 3.1 
1992 6BO 1.0 0.8 0.2 6.4 0.7 0.5 0.0 6.3 
1993 815 1.0 1.0 0.3 6.5 0.7 0.6 0.0 5.9 
1994 892 1.0 0.9 0.2 6.9 0.7 0.6 0.0 4.0 

other 1985 356 1.3 1.0 0.3 4.6 0.9 0.0 0.0 3.9 
C/ass3 1966 415 1.3 1.1 0.3 5.7 1.0 0.8 0.0 5.3 

1987 411 1.3 1.0 0.2 6.7 0.9 0.7 0.0 5.4 
1988 374 1.3 1.1 0.2 5.3 0.9 0.7 0.0 4.7 
1989 417 1.3 1.1 0.2 5.8 0.9 0.7 0.0 5.7 
1990 582 1.2 1.0 0.0 6.4 0.8 0.6 0.0 5.4 
1991 937 1.1 1.0 0.2 7.2 0.8 0.7 0.0 5.1 
1992 848 1.2 1.0 0.2 5.3 0.9 0.7 0.0 4.7 
1993 692 1.2 1.0 0.1 6.5 0.9 0.7 0.0 4.3 
1994 717 1.2 1.0 0.1 6.3 0.8 0.7 0.0 4.8 

Possesaon 1985 147 0.8 0.7 0.3 7.4 0.6 0.5 0.0 7.4 
ata 1986 189 O.B 0.7 0.2 28 0.5 0.4 0.0 27 
Controlled 1987 225 0.7 0.7 0.2 3.4 0.5 0.4 0.0 3.2 
Substa1ce 1988 254 0.7 0.7 0.2 2.7 0.5 0.3 0.0 2.7 
(C/ass4) 1989 3ffI 0.7 0.6 0.1 4.0 0.4 0.3 0.0 3.6 

1990 808 0.7 0.6 0.2 3.6 0.4 0.3 0.0 2.9 
1991 1,026 0.7 0.5 0.2 3.3 0.5 0.3 0.0 3.0 
1392 1,219 0.6 0.5 0.0 3.3 0.3 0.2 0.0 2.8 
1993 1,543 0.6 0.5 0.2 3.5 0.4 0.2 0.0 3.2 
1994 2,169 0.6 0.5 0.1 5.1 0.4 0.2 0.0 3.9 

1 There may be some maxirnlm lengths of ~ Ytt1ictl v.oold hit/e inmates adnitted to prism beta-a deteminate sentencing took 
effect in 1976. These inmates were originally sentem!d under CWl indetem1nate sentence, but opted for a set release date. 
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J 994 Statistical Presentation - Illinois Depanment of Corrections 

Table 14 
Le~h of stay in Years for Determinate cases 

Released 1985-1994 by Selected Offenses 

TtmeServed Prisal stay 

Offense Year Cases Mean Mecii8ll Mrirrun Maxirrun 1 Moon Medi8ll Mrirrun Maxirrun 1 

Retail Theft 1985 112 0.9 O.B 0.2 2.6 0.6 0.6 0.0 2.6 
(Class 4) 1986 107 0.8 0.8 0.3 2.8 0.6 0.5 0.1 2.5 

1987 185 0.7 0.7 0.2 1.6 0.5 0.4 0.0 1.4 
198B 147 0.7 0.7 0.2 2.2 0.5 0.4 0.0 1.7 
1989 200 0.7 0.6 0.2 3.0 0.5 0.4 0.0 2.5 
1990 306 0.7 0.6 0.2 4.7 0.5 0.4 0.0 4.4 
1991 374 0.6 0.5 0.1 2.4 0.4 0.3 0.0 2.0 
1992 316 0.7 0.5 0.2 3.1 0.5 0.3 0.0 2.5 
1993 374 0.8 0.6 0.2 2.9 0.6 0.4 0.0 2.6 
1994 404 0.8 0.6 0.2 3.2 0.5 0.4 0.0 3.2 

Theft 1985 200 1.0 1.0 0.3 2.7 0.7 0.6 0.0 2.4 
(Class 4) 1986 195 1.1 0.9 0.3 3.7 O.B 0.6 0.0 3.4 

1987 '2Z1 0.9 0.8 0.2 3.7 0.6 0.6 0.0 3.4 
1988 171 O.B O.B 0.2 3.9 0.6 0.5 0.0 2.B 
1989 160 0.8 0.7 0.1 5.0 0.6 0.5 0.0 4.1 
1990 232 0.8 0.7 0.1 4.B 0.5 0.4 0.0 4.3 
1991 219 0.7 0.6 0.2 7.5 0.5 0.4 0.0 7.1 
1992 200 0.8 0.6 0.2 3.4 0.5 0.4 0.0 3.4 
1993 195 0.7 0.5 0.1 2.7 0.5 0.3 0.0 2.5 
1994 210 0.8 0.5 0.2 2.9 O.S 0.4 0.1 2.6 

Other 1985 401 0.9 0.9 0.0 4.5 0.7 0.6 0.0 3.5 
Class 4 1986 412 0.9 0.8 0.0 4.6 0.7 0.6 0.0 4.3 

1987 467 0.7 0.5 0.1 3.3 0.5 0.3 0.0 3.2 
196B 436 0.7 0.6 0.1 4.3 0.5 0.3 0.0 3.2 
1989 5a3 0.7 0.6 0.2 3.7 0.5 0.4 0.0 3.0 
1990 701 0.7 0.6 0.1 2.9 0.5 0.4 0.0 2.7 
1991 752 0.6 0.5 0.2 4.7 0.4 0.3 0.0 3.3 
1992 B22 0.6 0.5 0.1 3.7 0.4 0.3 0.0 3.3 
1993 779 0.6 0.5 0.0 4.5 0.4 0.3 0.0 4.2 
1994 923 0.7 0.5 0.1 4.9 0.5 0.4 0.0 4.5 

1 There may be some maxil'Tllm lengths of FiaJ vAlch v.wld hEPIe inmates adrritted to prisa1 betae detemlmte sentencing took 
effect in 1978. These inmates were originally senterx:ed under an indetenTinate sentence, but opted for a set release date. 
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J 994 Statistical Presentation - fllinois Department o/Correctlons 

Length of Stay in Years for Indeterminate Cases by Selected Offenses 

Nmeteen of the 24 indetenninate releases were for inmates convicted of Murder. Four of the 
indetenninate cases were Class X offenders and one inmate was incarcerated with a Class 1 offense. 
The majority of inmates who remain in prison with an indeterminate sentence are incarcerated for 
these most serious offenses (Table 7). Review Tables 14 and 15 to compare the various lengths of 
stay by offense for determinate versus indeterminate sentences. 

., .... 
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I 1994 Statistical Presentation - nlinois Department o/Corrections 

Table 15 
Length of Stay in Years for Indeterminate Cases 

Released 1985-1994 for Selected Offenses I 
I rime Served Prison Stay 

Offense Yea, Cases Mean Median Minimum Maximum Melin Median Minimum MlIXimum 

Murder 1985 47 10.3 9.5 6.0 23.6 8.8 7.S 0.5 23.4 
1986 29 12.0 11.5 1.1 22.6 10.6 10.3 0.9 18.1 I 
1987 18 11.8 11.2 6.0 21.2 10.B 10.2 5.4 20.7 
1988 24 14.1 12.7 6.4 24.2 12.8 11.5 5.0 24.1 
1989 19 13.7 12.3 7.4 24.9 12.7 11.2 7.0 24.2 
1990 36 16.2 14.7 6.8 26.4 14.7 13.4 2.6 25.8 I 
1991 46 16.9 16.4 6.4 30.2 14.6 14.5 1.0 25.1 
'1992 40 16.9 16.5 3.4 33.9 15.5 15.4 2.7 33.3 
1993 32 19.5 18.3 4.0 39.9 16.8 16.7 2.9 30:5 
1994 19 19.6 18.4 15.6 31.6 16.2 16.9 0.6 24.9 I 

Armed 1985 37 9.2 8.1 1.9 38.6 6.0 5.9 0.4 18.2 

I 
Robbery 1986 13 9.5 8.8 3.7 13.1 8.5 8.5 3.2 11.9 
(Class X) 1987 8 9.0 10.4 1.8 12.0 8.5 9.7 1.3 11.7 

1988 10 10.9 12.4 1.7 14.6 9.5 11.6 1.6 14.1 
1989 5 12.5 13.0 9.2 14.6 11.5 11.5 9.2 13.0 
1990 6 12.3 12.9 2.6 16.7 11.5 12.5 2.6 15.9 
1991 6 14.3 15.3 6.7 17.1 13.3 14.9 4.8 16.9 
1992 5 9.9 4.0 0.5 26.5 9.7 3.9 0.3 26.1 
1993 9 14.5 16.5 0.5 25.1 13.6 15.7 0.4 22.7 I 
1994 1 20.8 20.8 20.8 20.8 19.4 19.4 19.4 19.4 

Attempted 1985 6 8.7 8.8 8.0 9.2 7.5 7.1 6.4 8.5 
Murder 1986 1 10.1 10.1 10.1 10.1 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 I 
(Class X) 1987 2 13.8 13.8 8.7 18.9 13.4 13.4 8.3 18.4 

1988 2 13.9 13.9 12.3 15.4 13.2 13.2 11.9 14.5 
1989 2 14.0 14.0 12.3 15.7 13.7 13.7 12.3 15.1 
1990 2 14.3 14.3 12.7 15.9 13.2 13.2 10.8 15.7 
1991 5 14.3 14.4 13.7 14.8 11.4 12.8 3.9 14.0 

I 
1992 3 16.3 16.7 14.7 17.4 13.9 14.0 11.4 16.4 
1993 2 21.8 21.8 18.6 25.1 12.5 12.5 6.7 18.3 
1994 1 17.6 17.6 17.6 17.6 17.2 17.2 17.2 17.2 I 

Rape 1985 13 10.6 8.5 6.0 21.2 9.4 7.8 3.7 21.2 
(Class X) 1986 5 8.6 10.3 2.1 17.9 7.5 9.1 1.8 14.3 

1987 4 11.1 12.1 8.1 12.3 9.9 10.7 6.7 11.6 
1988 2 12.6 12.6 12.4 12.9 10.5 10.5 8.9 12.1 I 
1989 2 11.7 11.7 11.5 11.9 11.3 11.3 11.1 11.5 
1990 3 19.4 21.2 12.8 24.2 17.2 18.0 12.6 21.0 
1991 1 14.0 14.0 14.0 14.0 13.2 13.2 13.2 13.2 
1992 4 18.5 18.6 16.8 20.1 17.3 17.1 15.1 19.7 
1993 6 17.8 16.8 3.0 36.0 17.3 16.1 2.9 35.8 

I 
1994 1 22.3 22.3 22.3 22.3 22.2 22.2 :22.2 22.2 

Other 1985 4 8.1 8.5 5.8 9.7 ('.6 7.6 5.7 9.3 
Class X 19B8 0 - - - - - - - -I 

1981 5 4.0 .2.5 .3.8 _.jO.9 -3.3 1.6 0.7 10.4 - 1988 0 -- --- _. -- __ . - - -
1989 3 8.4 6.8 4.1 14.4 7.0 6.1 3.9 13.8 
1990 0 .- - -- -_. - ---- -.- -
1991 3 13.7 13.1 11.3 18.6 13.2 12.4 10.9 16.3 
1992 2 8.2 8.2 1.8 14.5 7.4 7.4 1.7 13.0 
1993 2 9.7 9.7 3.1 16.3 9.2 9.2 2.6 15.7 
1994 1 20.7 20.7 20.7 20.7 20.4 20.4 20.4 20.4 
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Table 1S 

I Length of Stay in Years for Indeterminate Cases 
Released 1985-1994 for Selected Offenses 

Time Served Prison Stay I 
Offense Vear Cases Mean Median Minimum Maximum Mean Median Minimum Mllximum 

All Class 1 1985 8 6.3 7.9 0.8 11.3 5.8 6.7 0.7 11.0 I 1986 7 10.2 9.7 1.8 20.9 8.9 8.4 1.5 20.2 
1987 2 10.9 10.9 9.7 12.0 10.6 10.6 9.3 11.9 
1988 1 2.8 2.8 2.3 2.8 2.5 2.5 2.5 2.5 

I 1989 5 9.9 12.2 0.2 12.5 9.7 11.9 0.2 12.4 
1990 1 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 
1991 2 12.5 12.5 3.3 21.S 12.3 12.3 3.2 21.3 
1992 1 19.9 19.9 19.9 19.9 17.5 17.6 17.6 17.6 
1993 1 7.7 7.7 7.7 7.7 6.0 S.O S.O S.O I 1994 1 18.8 18.8 18.8 18.8 10.3 10.3 10.3 10.3 

All Class 2 1985 9 9.0 9.7 0.3 14.6 7.5 7.9 0.2 9.6 
1986 5 4.4 1.6 0.8 9.5 4.0 1.5 0.1 9.1 

I 1987 4 4.6 2.8 1.2 11.7 3.8 1.9 0.5 10.8 
1988 3 5.0 4.0 3.3 7.5 4.0 2.7 1.8 7.3 
1989 3 10.8 12.2 6.8 13.4 10.0 11.2 6.4 12.2 
1990 4 3.9 3.6 0.7 7.6 3.4 2.8 0.7 7.2 

I 1991 1 26.4 26.4 2S.4 26.4 25.7 25.7 25.7 25.7 
1992 3 1.2 1.3 0.7 1.7 O.S 0.3 0.2 1.2 
1993 1 5.6 5.6 5.S 5.6 5.S 5.6 5.6 5.6 
1994 0 

All Class 3 1985 6 9.6 9.2 3.5 14.2 9.1 9.1 1.1 13.6 I 1986 1 1.8 1.8 1.8 1.8 1.8 1.8 1.8 1.8 
1987 3 3.0 4.1 0.4 4.5 2.8 3.5 0.4 4.4 
1988 3 10.9 12.5 1.8 18.4 10.2 11.9 1.1 17.7 

I 1989 3 2.7 1.0 0.7 6.5 2.4 1.0 0.2 6.1 
1990 0 
1991 0 
1992 2 2.2 2.2 1.9 2.4 2.1 2.1 1.8 2.3 
1993 0 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.3 1.3 1.3 1.3 I 1994 0 

All Cllss 4 1985 3 7.7 9.3 2.1 11.7 7.5 9.2 1.7 11.6 
1986 0 

I 1987 0 
1988 1 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 
1989 1 3.3 3.3 3.3 3.3 3.3 3.3 3.3 3.3 
1990 0 

I 1991 0 
1992 1 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 
1993 0 
1994 0 

I 
I 
I 
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Length of Stay for Most Frequent 25 Offenses 

Table 16 lists the 25 most frequently occurring offenses for inmates who exited in 1994, listing 
the total time served and prison stay for each. Possession of a Controlled Substance (Class 4) 
surpassed Burglary (Class 2) as the most common exit offense with 2,169 releasees in 1994. There 
were 1,952 inmates who exited with a Burglary offense. Both Class 1 and Class 2 Manufacture or 
Delivery of a Controlled Substance had over 1,000 prison exits during 1994. Drug and property 
crimes were the most prevalent offenses for inmates exiting prison. 

Table 16 
Length of Stay in Years for ~I AciJlt Felons 

Most Fr~ent 25 Offenses for Inmates Released 
1994 

Total Tune SeI'Vff#i Prison star' 

standard standard 
Offense Class Cases Mean Deviation Mean Deviation 

Possession of Controlled Substance 4 2,169 0.6 0.4 0.4 0.3 
Burglary 2 1,952 1.6 0.9 1.2 0.8 
Manufacture-Deliver Comrolled Substance 2 1,596 1.3 0.6 0.9 0.6 
Manufacture-Deliver Controlled Substance 1 1,235 1.5 0.8 1.1 0.8 
Residential Burglary 1 934 2.1 1.2 1.7 1.2 
Armed Robbery X 897 3.8 2.2 3.2 2.2 
ULm/UU\N by Felon 1 3 892 1.0 0.6 0.7 0.5 
Motor Vehicle Theft 2 829 1.6 0.9 1.2 0.8 
Robbery 2 758 1.7 1.0 1.3 0.9 
Theft 3 586 1.0 0.7 0.7 0.6 
~g-avated Battery 3 547 1.3 0.7 0.9 0.7 
Retail Theft 3 540 0.9 0.6 0.6 0.5 
Manufacture-Deliver Controlled Substance X 516 3.2 1.1 2.8 1.1 
Retail Theft 4 404 0.8 0.5 0.5 0.4 
Forgery 3 344 1.0 0.6 0.7 0.6 
Ag~ated Criminal Sexual Assault X 332 4.2 1.7 3.5 1.7 
Deliver Cc;rt Subst to Person LkIder 18 1 258 1.3 0.6 1.0 0.5 
Attempted MurderlFirst Deg-ee Murder M 220 5.0 2.8 4.2 2.8 
Theft 4 210 0.8 0.5 0.6 0.5 
Armed Violence X 198 3.6 2.0 3.0 1.9 
Driving w1h Suspended Ucense 4 198 0.5 0.3 0.4 0.3 
Murder/First Degree Mlrder X 187 12.1 4.0 10.5 4.0 
Agg-avated Criminal Sexual Abuse 2 186 2.0 1.0 1.6 1.0 
Possession of Controlled Substance 1 175 1.-5 1.0 1.2 0.9 
Second Deg-ee Murder 1 122 3.8 1.5 2.8 1.5 

1 Unlawful Use of a Weapon anc:t Unlawful Use of a Weapon by a Felon were awegated. Both offenses 
are Class 3 felonies and have similar time served and prison stay averages. 
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Length of Stay for UP Graduates and Comparison Group 

During 1994, 1,265 inmates graduated from the Departmentls Impact Incarceration Program 
(lIP). The average time served for the lIP graduates was eight months, with six months in the 
Department of Corrections. The six month period includes time spent at a Reception and 
Classification Center, at a holding facility awaiting intake into the lIP, and the four month stay in the 
program. 

These lengths of stay were compared to those for inmates who met statutory eligibility criteria 
for the lIP, but were not recommended, were denied participation by DOC, or refused to consent to 
participate. These similar inmates, totalling 9,252 exits in 1994, served 1.2 total years of 
incarceration. They served five months longer in prison than the lIP graduates. 

DOC expanded the prison boot camp program to a third facility in August of 1994. The third 
IIP facility, located in DuQuoin, will allow for valuable institutional bedspace to be reserved for 
violent offenders. 
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Table 17 
Length of Stay in Years for Adult Felons Released in 1994 

Impact Inc,::lrceration Program Graduates v. Eligible Inmates Released from Traditional Prison 1 

TIIT/B SeNed Prison Stay 

Standard Standard 
Cases Mean Deviation Median Mean Deviation Median 

liP Graduates 1,265 0.7 0.2 0.6 0.5 0.1 0.5 

liP Eligible Exits 9,252 1.2 0.8 1.0 0.9 0.7 0.8 

1 Inmates exiting prison in 1994 who met statutory eligibility criteria (17-35 years old, 8 year sentence 
or less, first or second adult felony incarceration, and not convicted of selected offenses), but did not 
participate in the Impact Incarceration Program. 

Figure 20 

Length of Stay in Years 
inmates Released -1994 

Time Served Prison Stay 

1.2 

0.9 

liP Graduates Eligible Inmates liP Graduates Eligible Inmates 
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Recidivism Rates 

Inmates who exit prison are tracked to determine how many return to prison for a new crime 
or for a technical violation of their Release Agreement within three years after release. For inmates 
released during 1991,42.2% returned to prison within three years. 

Reviewing Table 18, almost half of those who exited with a property crime were back in 
prison within three years. For those who had committed a crime against a person, over 39% later 
returned to prison. Return rates were lowest for drug offenders and sex offenders. Class 2 and Class 
3 offenders had the highest return rates, while those sentenced for Murder and Class X offenses had 
the lowest recidivism rates. Inmates committed from Cook County had a higher return rate than those 
sentenced downstate. 

Demographically, the younger releasees had higher return rates, with the percentage returning 
to prison declining as age increases. Generally, inmates who leave prison at an age older than 56 are 
less likely to return to prison within three years. Male releasees had a higher return rate than females. 
While White and Hispanic inmates have comparable return rates, African-American inmates returned 
to prison most often. 

Of the 17,186 exits in 1991, 5,759 (33.5%) were returned to prison after being sentenced for 
a new offense. The remaining 8.7% were returned for a technical violation, which includes a violation 
of their Release Agreement, a misdemeanor conviction, being found AWOL from Mandatory 
Super\~sed Release, or a felony charge pending disposition at the time of readmission. Almost 80% 
of the returns to prison occurred within two years after release. 
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Figure 21 
Recidivism & Type of Readmission 

1991 Exits 

Return to Prison 
42% 

--------

New Sentence 
79% 

Technical Violation 
21% 
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Table 18 

I Recidivism Rates 
1991 Exits 

I Offense Profile Number Returned 3-Year 
Number of Exits in 3 Years Recidivism Rate 

Offense Type 

I 
Person 4,377 1,686 38.5% 
Property 7,771 3,845 49.5% 
Drug 3,942 1,426 36.2% 
Sex 861 214 24.9% 

I 
Other 235 80 34.0% 

Holding Class 
Murder 213 41 19.2% 

I Class X 2,213 659 29.8% 
Class 1 2,354 931 39.5% 

I 

Class 2 5,675 2,619 46.1% 
Class 3 3,865 1,778 46.0% 

I Class 4 2,859 1,221 42.7% 
Other 7 2 28.6% 

Committing County 

I Cook 10,274 4,646 45.2% 
Downstate 6,912 2,605 37.7% 

I 
Age at Exit 
Under 21 1,711 930 54.4% 
21 to 25 4,729 2,246 47.5% 
26 to 30 4,188 1,800 43.0% 

I 
31 to 35 3,055 1,194 39.1% 
36 to 55 3,250 1,Q28 31.6% 
56 and Older 187 32 17.1% 
Unknown 66 21 31.8% 

I Gender 
Male 16,167 6,897 42.7% 
Female 1,019 354 34.7% 

I Race 
Black 10,491 5,116 48.8% 

I 
White 5,273 1,659 31.5% 
Hispanic 1,330 445 33.5% 
Other 92 31 33.7% 

I 
Type of Readmission 
New Sontence 17,186 5,759 33.5% 
Technical Violation 17,186 1,49.2 8.7% 

I Time in Community before Readmission 
One Year or Less 17,18e 3,268 19.0% 
Two Years or Less 17,186 5,771 33.6% 

I 
Three Years or Less 17,186 7,251 42.2% 

I 

Total 17,186 7,251 42.2% 

I 
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PART III: Sentences Imposed 

Summary 

The number of sentences imposed continued to climb in 1994, doubling since 1988. 
Determinate sentences imposed over the past five years, however, have been lower on average than 
during the 1980's. 

The largest increase in the number of sentences has been for Class 4 offenses, especially for 
Possession of a Controlled Substance. Overall, increases have been most noteworthy for drug 
offenses, including Delivery of a Controlled Substance to a Person Under 18. The Department has 
also been receiving a growing number of offenders sentenced for their third Class 2 or higher offense, 
who are receiving longer sentences as a result. Increases were also seen in sentences for violent 
crimes, with average sentences for sex offenses rising by four months during 1994. Shortened and 
extended sentences were utilized to some extent, while more consecutive sentences were used in 1994 
than in the past. 

In addition, sentencing disparity among judicial circuits and districts indicates that the majority 
of sentences for the most serious Murder, Class X, and Class 1 offenses were handed down in Cook 
County. Conversely, most lower class and longer sentences continue to be imposed downstate. 

Detailed sentencing patterns are presented in Part III. 
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Average Felony Sentence Imposed 

The number of detenninate sentences imposed rose by another 7% during 1994, following 
a 5% increase in 1993. 

Sentences within the ranges of detenninate sentencing averaged 4.9 years in 1994. When 
including shortened and extended sentence lengths (see Table 26), the average rises to 5.3 years. The 
overall average sentence length remained at 5.3 years for 1994. However, average sentences imposed 
since 1989 have been lower than those imposed in the previous five years. 

Table 19 
Average Felony Sentence Imposed in Years 

1985 - 1994 

All Determinate Cases Determinate Cases Within Range 

Year Cases Mean Median Cases Mean Median 

1985 15,415 6.1 4.0 14,203 5.5 4.0 
1986 15,538 5.8 4.0 14,406 5.3 4.0 
1987 16,631 5.8 4.0 15,512 5.2 4.0 
1988 17,037 5.7 4.0 15,822 5.3 4.0 
1989 22,262 5,6 4.0 20,544 5.1 4.0 
1990 26,950 5.2 3.5 24,861 4.9 3.5 
1991 29,110 5.3 4.0 26,773 5.0 4.0 
1992 30,910 5.4 4.0 28,494 5.1 4.0 
1993 32,505 5.3 4.0 29,954 5.0 4.0 
1994 34,712 5.3 4.0 31,917 4.9 3.5 

Figure 22 

Mean Felony Sentence Imposed 
All Determinate Cases 1985 -1994 

6.5 
l"A11 Cases +Wilhin Range] 

5.5 

4.5 
1985 1986 19S7 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 
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Determinate Sentences Imposed - 1985-1994 

The changes in average lengths of stay for sentences imposed during 1994 are illustrated by 
the 2.1 % increase in the percentage of 1- to 3-year sentences. There was also a lower percentage of 
the 4- to lO-year sentences imposed during 1994. 

Year 

1985 
1986 
1987 
19S8 
1989 
1990 
1991 
1992 
1993 
1994 

Table 20 
Distribution of Deternnate Sentences Imposed for All Offenses 

1-3 Year 
Sentences 

Cases Percent 

6,717 43.6 
7,009 45.1 
7,420 44.S 
7,866 46.2 

10,409 46.7 
13,172 48.9 
13,264 45.6 
13,949 45.1 
14,912 45.9 
16,671 48.0 

1985-1994 

4- 6 Year 7-10 Year 11- 20 Year 
Sentences Sentences Sentences 

Cases Percent Cases Percent Cases 

5,419 35.2 1,641 10.6 989 
5,427 34.9 1,637 10.6 868 
5,826 35.0 1,871 11.3 925 
5,735 33.7 1,903 11.2 879 
7,559 34.0 2,407 10.8 1,135 
9,282 34.4 2,533 9.4 1,213 

10,619 36.5 3,092 10.6 1,346 
11,281 36.5 3,319 10.6 1,461 
11,791 36.3 3,468 10.7 1,400 
12,062 34.7 3,408 9.8 1,525 

Figure 23 

Determinate Sentences Imposed 
1985 and 1994 

Percent 

6.4 
5.6 
5.6 
5.2 
5.1 
4.5 
4.6 
4.7 
4.3 
4.4 

16,611 

1£;31985 l1li19941 

1 -3 years 4 -6 years 7 - 10 years 11 - 20 years 21 + years 

21 + Year 
sentences 

Cases Percent 

649 4.2 
597 3.B 
589 3.5 
654 3.8 
752 3.4 
750 2.8 
789 2.7 
900 2.9 
934 2.9 

1,046 3.0 
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Average Sentence Imposed by Offense Class 

In the 1994 Statistical Presentation, the offenses included under the sentencing statute (730 
lLCS 5/5-5-3 (c )(8» which states that defendants who are convicted of a Class 1 or Class 2 felony 
after having been twice convicted of any Class 2 or greater felony would be sentenced as a Class X 
offender, are referred to as lIenhanced Class XII offenses. In Table 21, these offenses are divided into 
the Class 1 or Class 2 categories for which their third offense would normally be indexed. For 
example, Residential Burglary would be included in the Class 1 lIenhanced Class X" category and 
Burglary and Robbery would be indexed as Class 2 "enhanced Class X" if they were the offenses for 
which the inmates received their third conviction. 

The number of determinate sentences imposed in 1994 declined for Murder, Class X, and 
Class 2 offenses. Sentences for Class 3 offenses rose in 1994 after falling in 1993. The most notable 
increase continues to be for Class 4 offenses, rising by 24% following a 21 % growth in 1993; in fact, 
a total of 13,477 Class 4 sentences have been imposed during the last two years. The escalation in 
these Class 4 offenses is explained by the increase in the number of Class 4 Possession of a Controlled 
Substance sentences, most (over 86%) of which have been imposed in Cook County. 

Relatively large increases in sentence lengths for Murder and Class X offenses were witnessed 
in 1994. Average Murder and First Degree Murder sentences rose by 2.1 years in 1994, while the 
mean sentence imposed for Class X crimes increased by nearly one year. Class 1 sentences rose 
slightly, while averages for the lower class offenses were unchanged. 

Regarding the enhanced Class X offenses, the Illinois prison system is beginning to experience 
a rapid rise in the number of inmates sentenced under an enhanced sentencing statute, as Figure 13 
and Table 21 illustrate. Substantial increases took place beginning in the early 1990's. The emergence 
of offenders convicted of their third Class 2 or higher felony who were sentenced under this 
legislation took place as more offenders who were committing burglary, robbery, and drug crimes 
were being arrested, prosecuted, and sentenced under this IIthird strike" enhancement. 

The number of sentences for offenders sentenced with a Class 1 felony as their third 
conviction jumped from 63 in 1992 to 154 in 1993, and reached 169 in 1994. Their average 
sentences were closer to the Class X averages than the Class 1 means and medians, and have been 
going up as more offenders are being sentenced. The growth in the number of offenders sentenced 
with a Class 2 felony as their third conviction began earlier, around 1991. The number of sentences 
increased from 78 in 1990 to 479 by 1994. Their average sentence lengths were also higher than 
those for other Class 2 offenses, but have fallen the last two years. 
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Table 211 

II Average Sentence Imposed in Years for Determinate Cases by Offense Class2 

1985-1994 

OWense Averllge Shortest Longest 

I Class Yell' ClIses Melin Medilln Sentence Sentence 

Murderl 1985 271 28.5 :28.3 20.0 40.0 
First 1986 256 29.4 29.8 20.0 40.0 

I Degree 1987 249 27.9 26.8 20.0 40.0 
Murder 1988 247 29.1 28.0 20.0 60.0 

1989 272 30.6 30.0 20.0 60.0 
1990 363 29.5 26.0 20.0 60.0 

I, I 1991 388 31.2 30.0 20.0 60.0 
1992 392 33.0 30.0 20.0 60.0 
1993 481 33.2 30.0 20.0 60.0 

i. 1994 410 35.3 33.0 20.0 60.0 

Class X 1985 2,202 11.7 9.0 6.0 30.0 
1986 2,130 11.2 8.0 6.0 30.0 

r,. 1987 2,246 11.3 9.0 6.0 30.0 
19S8 2,264 11.8 9.0 6.0 30.0 
1989 2,817 11.2 9.0 6.0 30.0 

I" 1990 3,166 10.8 8.0 6.0 30.0 I: 
1991 3,690 10.6 S.O 6.0 30.0 

Ii I 1992 4,054 10.8 8.0 6.0 30.0 

I 
1993 3,849 10.8 8.0 6.0 30.0 
1994 3,817 11.7 9.0 6.0 30.0 J Iii Class 1 1985 2,090 6.5 5.0 4.0 15.0 f1 

" 1986 1,852 6.4 5.0 4.0 15.0 t: 
1987 1,984 6.4 5.0 4.0 15.0 i' 

ii 1988 2,141 6.2 5.0 4.0 15.0 ~" 

I 1989 2,644 6.1 5.0 4.0 15.0 
I;, 

f: 
1990 3,042 5.9 5.0 4.0 15.0 
1991 3,527 5.8 5.0 4.0 15.0 
1992 4,110 5.8 5.0 4,0 15.0 

I 1993 4,347 5.7 5.0 4.0 15.0 
1994 4,774 5.8 5.0 4.0 15.0 

~I 
Class 1 1985 0 
(Enhanced 1986 2 4.5 4.5 4.0 5.0 

I. 
Class X) 1987 12 12.3 6.5 4.0 30.0 

1988 24 9.3 8.5 4.0 15.0 
1989 41 10.2 8.0 4.0 30.0 
1990 35 9.6 9.0 4.0 29.0 
1991 40 12.5 10.0 5.0 30.0 

~ 1992 63 8.1 8.0 4.0 30.0 
1993 154 B.6 8.0 6.0 30.0 

I 1994 169 9.4 B.O 4.0 30.0 

t Table 21 data do not reflect sentence~ that fall outside of the' range specified by statute for each class. 

I Extended terms and shortened sentences are reported in Table 26 (see Appendix B). 

2 Totais within each clalls will not equal the tolal cases wilhin ranges because enhanced Class 1 and 2 offenses 
were extended to the 30 year Class X limit inlltead of the statutory Class 1 (15-year) and Class 2 (7-year) maximums 

I (see 10ngestlSentence column). Refer to Appendix B for a more detailed explanation. 
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Table 21' 
Average Sentence Imposed in Years for Determinate Cases by Offense Cla!>s2 I 1985-1994 

Offense Average Shortest Longest 
Class Year Cases Mean Median Sentence Sentence I 
Class 2 1985 3,651 4.1 4.0 3.0 7.0 

1986 4,217 4.0 .A.O 3.0 7.0 
1987 5,006 4.1 4.0 3.0 7.0 I 1988 4,820 4.0 3.5 3.0 7.0 
1989 6,825 4.0 3.5 3.0 7.0 
1990 7,831 4.0 3.5 3.0 7.0 
1991 8,494 4.1 4.0 3.0 7.0 I 1992 8,543 4.0 4.0 3.0 7.0 
1993 8,570 4.1 4.0 3.0 7.0 
1994 8,370 4.1 4.0 3.0 7.0 

Class 2 1985 6 9.3 7.0 6.0 20.0 I (Enhanced 1986 13 9.5 6.0 3.0 24.0 
Class X) 1987 21 8.0 6.0 6.0 25.0 

1988 37 8.8 7.0 5.0 30.0 I 1989 76 8.3 7.0 3.0 25.0 
1990 78 7.7 6.0 3.0 22.0 
19Qi 111 8.2 7.0 3.0 30.0 
1992 245 8.5 6.0 3.0 28.0 I 1993 447 8.0 6.0 3.0 30.0 
1994 479 7.4 6.0 3.0 26.0 

Class 3 1985 4,117 3.0 3.0 2.0 5.0 I 1986 3,977 3.0 3.0 2.0 5.0 
1987 3,945 3.0 3.0 2.0 5.0 
1988 4,004 3.0 3.0 2.0 5.0 
1989 4,722 3.0 3.0 2.0 5.0 I 1990 6,223 3.0 3.0 2.0 5.0 
1991 6,303 3.0 3.0 2.0 5.0 
1992 6,122 3.0 3.0 2.0 5.0 
1993 6,097 3.0 3,0 2.0 5.0 I 1994 6,572 3.0 3.0 2.0 5.0 

Class 4 1985 1,866 2.1 2.0 1.0 3.0 
1986 1,962 2.0 2.0 1.0 3.0 I 1987 2,050 1.9 2.0 1.0 3.0 
1988 2,287 1.8 2.0 1.0 3.0 
1989 3,152 1.8 2.0 1.0 3.0 
1990 4,132 1.8 2.0 1.0 3.0 I 1991 4,230 1.9 2.0 1.0 3.0 
1992 4,974 1.9 2.0 1.0 3.0 
1993 6,018 1.8 2.0 1.0 3.0 
1994 7,459 1.8 2.0 1.0 3.0 I 

1 Table 21 data do not reflect sentences that 1'&11 outside ofthe range specified by statute'for each class. 
Extended terms and shortened sentences are reported in Tablo 26 (see Appendix B). 

I 2 Totals within each class will not equal the total clses within ranges because enhanced Class 1 lind 2 offenses 
wero extended to the 30 year Class X limit Instead of the statulory CIIIS 1 (15·year) and C:I'!'S 2 (7-year) maximums 
(see longest sentence column). Refer to Appendix B for a more detailed explanation. I 

60 
I 
I 

----~---



'I 
I 
I 
II 

I 
;1 
, 

35.3 

Murder 

1994 Statistical Presentanon - Illmois Department o[Correcnons 

Figure 24 

Mean Sentence Imposed in Years 
by Offense Class 1994 
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4.1 3.0 
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Sentences Imposed and Average Sentence Imposed by Offense Class 

Since 1985, the number of sentences imposed each year for Class 2 and Class 4 offenses has 
risen the most. These sentences would be primarily for property and drug offenders. 

:m '10 

e.!.!~ .. 

Figure 25 

Number of Sentences Imposed 
by Offense Class 1985 and 1994 

11.370 

Murder Class X Class 1 Class 2 Class 3 Class 4 

Since 1985, average sentences have actually decreased or remained stable for all classes except 
Murder. Murder and First Degree Murder sentences have risen by almost seven years on average 
within the last ten years. 
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Figure 26 
Mean Sentence Imposed in Years 
by Offense Class 1985 and 1994 
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Average Sentence Imposed for Selected Offenses 

The 1994 average sentence length increases and decreases varied among the selected offenses. 
Trends can be noted by reviewing Table 22. 

The number of Murder sentences (previous statute) continued to decline in 1994, as the 
average sentence length rose. Over 88% of these sentences were handed down in Cook County. 
Moreover, the number of sentences imposed annually for First Degree Murder declined for the first 
time. Seventy-three percent of First Degree Murder sentences were imposed in Cook County. The 
average sentence imposed for First Degree Murder (36.1 years) reached its highest level to date, and 
continues to be higher than those sentences imposed under the previous statute. This is because 108 
(30%) of the First Degree Murder sentences were over 40 years, which had been the maximum 
sentence for the previous Murder statute. 

The number of Attempted Murder sentences exhibited a decline similar to that of Murder, also 
with longer sentences than in previous years. Attempted First Degree Murder sentences experienced 
a sharp rise of53% in 1994 after a minimal decrease one year earlier. The average sentence exceeded 
14 years for the first time ,since 1991. 

The number of sentences imposed decreased for the other major Class X felonies of 
Aggravated Criminal Sexual Assault, Armed Robbery, and Manufacture or Delivery of a Controlled 
Substance; however, sentence lengths were higher. Some of the sentences for Other Class X 
offenses, including Home Invasion, Aggravated Battery With a Firearm, and Armed Violence, 
continued to grow in 1994. Another Class X offense, Delivery of a Controlled Substance to a Person 
Under 18, emerged in 1994 with a relatively large number of sentences. There were 96 sentences 
imposed in the 6- to 30-year range, averaging 6.7 years. 

The number of Residential Burglary sentences decreased in 1994 for the second year in a row, 
declining by 15% over the last two years. The average sentence increased for the first time since 
1987. The number of Class 1 Manufacture or Delivery of a Controlled Substance sentences 
continued to increase, rising by nearly 8% in 1994. A 29% increase in the number of Other Class 1 
sentences imposed (following a 25% increase in 1993) is attributed to a continued climb in sentences 
for Possession of a Controlled Substance, Aggravated Discharge of a Firearm, Criminal Sexual 
Assault, Aggravated Auto Theft, and also Delivery ofa Controlled Substance to a Person Under 18. 
In addition, the average sentence exceeded a six-year average after declining by four months in 1993. 

Many of the Class 2 offenses, including Burglary, Robbery, and Motor Vehicle Theft, 
experienced declines in the number of sentences imposed during both 1993 and 1994. Bear in mind 
that some of these would be the third such conviction, and these data would be included in the Other 
Class X category as "enhanced Class X" sentences. The Class 2 Manufacture or Delivery of a 
Controlled Substance sentences exhibited another nearly 20% rise, although maintaining a 3.8 year 
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average. There were less sentences handed down for Other Class 2 felonies during 1994, with a 
slight increase in sentence length. These offenses include Delivery of Cannabis, Cannabis Trafficking, 
Arson, and Attempted Residential Burglary. 

Most of the Class 3 offenses experienced little change during 1994, both in the number of 
sentences imposed and in sentence length. Unlawful Use of a Weapon offenses sustained their 
upward trend regarding the number of sentences imposed for these Class 3 offenses. Forgery 
escalated by 24% after a decline in 1993. Other Class 3 felonies include Possession of Cannabis; 
Attempted Burglary; Attempted Robbery; Delivery of a Controlled Substance or Cannabis; some 
violent offenses such as Involuntary Manslaughter, Aggravated Stalking, Intimidation, and 
Aggravated Unlawful Restraint; and the corrections-related offenses of Failing to Report to a Penal 
Institution, Bringing Contraband into a Correctional Facility, and Bail Bond Violation. 

Among Class 4 sentences, a significant rise continues to be noted for the number of 
Possession of a 'Controlled Substance sentences. The number of sentences imposed for this lower 
class drug offense grew by 1,365 in 1994, and has increased by 173% over the past three 
years. The number of relatively minor driving offenses again exceeded 500 in 1994, reaching a 2.0 
year average. Other Class 4 offenses also showed an increase in the number of sentences imposed 
during 1994, and include Deceptive Practice, Obstruction of Justice, Criminal Damage to Property, 
Home Repair Fraud, Bail Bond Violation, and other drug and property offenses. 
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Table 22 I 

I Average Sentence Imposed in Years for Determinate Cases for Selected Offenses 
1985-1994 

Average Shortest Longest 

I 
Offense Year Cases Mean Median Sentence Sentence 

Murder 1985 271 28.5 28.3 20.0 40.0 
1986 256 29.4 29.8 20.0 40.0 
1987 249 27.9 26.8 20.0 40.0 

I 1988 212 28.6 28.0 20.0 40.0 
1989 171 28.6 28.0 20.0 40.0 
1990 232 26.6 25.0 20.0 40.0 
1991 204 28.2 27.0 20.0 40.0 

I 1992 128 27.9 26.0 20.0 40.0 
1993 107 28.6 28.0 20.0 40.0 
1994 51 30.2 30.C 20.0 40.0 

First Degree .1988 35 31.7 28.0 20.0 60.0 

I Murder 1989 101 34.0 30.0 20.0 60.0 
1990 131 34.6 30.0 20.0 60.0 
1991 184 34.6 30.0 20.0 60.0 
1992 264 35.4 34.5 20.0 60.0 

I 
1993 374 34.5 30.0 20.0 60.0 
1994 359 36.1 34.0 20.0 60.0 

Attempted 1985 231 13.4 10.0 6.0 30.0 
Murder 1986 194 12.6 10.0 6.0 30.0 

I (Class X) 1987 209 13.4 10.1 6.0 30.0 
1988 205 12.4 10.0 6.0 30.0 
1989 179 13.5 10.0 6.0 30.0 
1990 221 13.0 10.0 6.0 30.0 

I 1991 314 12.0 10.0 6.0 30.0 
1992 186 12.2 10.0 6.0 30.0 
1993 157 12.5 10.0 6.0 30.0 
1594 43 13.3 12.0 6.0 30.0 

I Attam pted 1988 23 15.3 12.0 6.0 30.0 
First Degrae 1989 45 12.6 10.0 6.0 30.0 
MUfder 1990 70 14.4 11.5 6.0 30.0 
(Class X) 1991 93 14.2 12.0 6.0 30.0 

I 1992 248 13.3 10.0 6.0 30.0 
1993 246 13.9 10.5 6.0 30.0 
1994 376 14.2 12.0 6.0 30.0 

I 
Aggrlvatdd Crim inal 1985 236 11.6 8.8 6.0 30.0 
SexulIl Assllult 1986 352 11.8 9.2 6.0 30.0 
(Class X) 1987 377 11.7 9.1 6.0 30.0 

1988 405 12.4 10.0 6.0 30.0 
1989 447 12.0 10 .. 0 6.0 30.0 

I 1990 451 12.4 10.0 6.0 30.0 
1991 497 11.7 10.0 6.0 30.0 
1992 527 11.7 10.0 6.0 30.0 
1993 520 11.9 10.0 6.0 30.0 

il 1994 500 13.1 10.0 6.0 30.0 

I' 
;;' I 
I 

1 Table 22 data do not reflect sentences that fall outside of the range specified for each class. 
Extended term s and shortened sentences are reported In T~.ole 26. 
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Table 22 I 

I AtJerage Sentence Imposed in Years for Determinate Cases for Selected Offenses 
1985-199<4 

AVera 179 S hor/es/ Long9&/ 
Offense Year Ca&es Mean Median Sentence Sentence 

I Arm ee: Robbery 1985 1,061 11.1 8.2 6.0 30.0 
(Class Xl 1986 956 11.1 8.2 6.0 30.0 

1987 982 11.4 9.9 6.0 30.0 
1988 8BO 13.0 10.0 6.0 30.0 I 1989 1,034 11.8 10.0 6.0 30.0 
1990 1,083 11.2 8.5 6.0 30.0 
1991 1,401 10.8 8.0 6.0 30.0 
1992 1,682 11.0 B.3 6.0 30.0 

I 1993 1,379 10.8 9.0 6.0 30.0 
1994 1,371 12.4 9.0 6.0 30.0 

Manufacture or 1985 123 7.1 6.1 6.0 18.0 
Delivery of a 1986 249 7.5 6.1 6.0 23.0 

I Controlled 1987 315 7.9 6.0 6.0 30.0 
Substance 1988 392 7.8 7.0 6.0 20.0 
(Clas6 X) 1989 625 B.2 7.0 6.0 30.0 

1990 781 8.1 6.0 6.0 30.0 
1991 734 a.5 6.3 6.0 30.0 

I 1992 684 8.6 7.0 6.0 30.0 
1993 676 8.3 7.0 6.0 25.0 
1994 586 8.6 7.0 6.0 30.0 

Other ClaSfi X2 1985 557 13.2 10.0 6.0 30.0 I 1986 391 12.5 9.8 6.0 30.0 
1987 395 11.8 9.9 6.0 30.0 
1988 418 11.8 8.0 6.0 30.0 
1989 599 11.6 9.0 6.0 30.0 

I 1990 664 10.6 8.0 6.0 30.0 
1991 792 10.3 8.0 6.0 30.0 
1992 1,026 10.1 8.0 6.0 30.0 
1993 1,463 9.7 7.0 6.0 30.0 
1994 1,565 9.7 7.5 6.0 30.0 

I Residential Burglary 1985 1,293 5.9 5.0 4.0 15.0 
(C las6 1) 1986 1,133 6.0 5.0 4.0 15.0 

1987 1,247 6.2 5.0 4.0 15.0 
1988 1,233 6.0 5.0 4.0 15.0 I 1989 1,319 6.0 5.0 4.0 15.0 
1990 1,229 5.9 5.0 4.0 15.0 
1991 1,351 5.9 5.0 4.0 15.0 
1992 1,398 5.9 5.0 4.0 15.0 

I 1993 1,287 5.9 5.0 4.0 15.0 
1994 1,191 6.1 5.0 4.0 15.0 

Manufacture or 1985 111 5.2 5.0 4.0 10.0 
Delivery of a 1986 142 5.1 4.0 4.0 10.0 

I Controlled 1987 170 5.5 5.0 4.0 15.0 
Substance 1988 352 5.3 4.5 4.0 15.0 
(C lass 1) 1989 723 5.1 4.0 4.0 15.0 

1990 1,090 5.1 4.0 4.0 15.0 
1991 1,187 5.1 4.0 4.0 15.0 I 1992 1,402 5.0 4.0 4.0 15.0 
1993 1,474 4.9 4.0 4.0 15.0 
1994 1,588 4.9 .4.0 4.0 15.0 

1 Table 22 data do not reflect sentences that fall outside of the range specified for !!Dch class. I Extended terms and shortened sentences are reportod In Table 26. 

2 Other Class X of/ensos Include the enhanced Class X offenses within the 6 to 30 year range which have been 

I broken Into their respective Class 1 and Class 2 categories In Table 21. 

66 
I 
I 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
.1 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
II 
I 

1994 Statistical Presentation - lllmois Deparrment of Corrections 

Table 22' 
Average Sentence Imposed in Years for Determinate Cases for Selected Offenses 

1985-1994 

Average Shortest Longest 
Offense Year Cases Mean Median Sentence Sentence 

Voluntary 1985 143 8.7 8.1 4.0 15.0 
Manslaughter 1986 136 8.9 8.0 4.0 15.0 
(Class 1) 1987 123 8.3 7.5 4.0 15.0 

1988 65 8.3 8.0 4.0 15.0 
1989 41 9.5 10.0 4.0 15.0 
1990 21 9.2 10.0 4.0 15.0 
1991 12 10.6 11.0 5.0 15.0 
1992 8 9.2 10.5 4.0 12.0 
1993 3 14.0 15.0 12.0 15.0 
1994 3 10.3 10.0 6.0 15.0 

Second Degree 1987 4 8.7 9.0 5.0 12.0 
M urder2 1988 37 8.6 8.0 4.0 15.0 
(C lass 1) 1989 82 9.2 10.0 4.0 15.0 

1990 105 9.9 10.0 4.0 15.0 
199i 117 9.4 9.0 4.0 15.0 
1992 126 9.3 9.3 4.0 15.0 
1993 117 9.3 10.0 4.0 15.0 
1994 100 9.9 10.0 4.0 15.0 

Other 1985 543 7.5 6.0 4.0 15.0 
Class 1 1986 442 7.1 6.0 4.0 15.0 

1987 440 7.0 6.0 4.0 15.0 
1988 454 7.1 6.0 4.0 15.0 
1989 479 6.8 5.0 4.0 15.0 
1990 597 6.6 5.0 4.0 15.0 
1991 860 6.2 5.0 4.0 15.0 
1992 1.176 6.2 5.0 4.0 15.0 
1993 1.466 5.9 5.0 4.0 15.0 
1994 1.892 6.1 5.0 4.0 15.0 

Aggravated 1985 113 4.4 4.0 3.0 7.0 
Criminal 1986 155 4.2 4.0 3.0 7.0 
Sexual Abuse 1987 187 4.4 4.0 3.0 7.0 
(Class 2) 1988 184 4.0 3.0 3.0 7.0 

1989 244 4.4 4.0 3.0 7.0 
1990 273 4.3 4.0 3.0 7.0 
1991 256 4.5 4.0 3.0 7.0 
1992 321 4.4 4.0 3.0 7.0 
1993 293 4.6 4.0 3.0 7.0 
1994 311 4.6 4.0 3.0 7.0 

Burgla ry 1985 2.105 4.0 3.5 3.0 7.0 
(C lass 2) 1986 2,032 3.9 3.5 3.0 7.0 

1987 2,187 4.0 3.5 3.0 7.0 
1988 1,998 4.0 3.5 3.0 7.0 
1989 2,701 4.0 3.5 3.0 7.0 
1990 2,869 3.9 3.0 3.0 7.0 
1991 2,966 4.1 4.0 3.0 7.0 
~1992 '3,125 "'4.0 4.0 3.0 7.0 
1993 2,872 4.1 4.0 3.0 7.0 
1994 2,577 4.1 4.0 3.0 7.0 

1 Table 22 data do not reflect sentences that fall outside of the range specified for ilach class. 
Extended terms and shortened sentences are reported in Tabie 26. 

67 



I 
1994 Statistical Presentation - nIinois Department ofCorrecnons I 

Table 221 
Average Sentence Imposed in Years for Determinate Cases for Selected Offenses 

1985-1994 I 
Average Shortest Longest 

o ffensa Year Cases Mean Median Sentence Sentence 

Robbery 1985 845 4.2 4.0 3.0 7.0 I 
(Class 2) 1986 724 4.3 4.0 3.0 7.0 

1987 842 4.2 4.0 3.0 7.0 
1988 808 4.2 4.0 3.0 7.0 
1989 1,008 4.2 4.0 3.0 7.0 
1990 1,099 4.3 4.0 3.0 7.0 

I 
1991 1,233 4.3 4.0 3.0 7.0 
1992 1,116 4.3 4.0 3.0 7.0 
1993 1,073 4.4 4.0 3.0 7.0 
1994 912 4.4 4.0 3.0 7.0 I 

Manufacture or 1985 285 4.2 3.6 3.0 7.0 
Delivery of a 1986 406 4.0 3.4 3.0 7.0 
Controlled 1987 486 4.1 3.5 3.0 7.0 
Substance 1988 700 4.1 3.9 3.0 7.0 

I 
(Class 2) 1989 1,443 3.9 3.3 3.0 7.0 

1990 1,942 3.9 3.5 3.0 7.0 
1991 2,OBO 3.9 3.5 3.0 7.0 
1992 2,081 3.B 3.0 3.0 7.0 I 
1993 2,449 3.B 3.0 3.0 7.0 
1994 2,921 3.8 3.0 3.0 7.0 

Motor Vehicle Theft 1985 9 4.2 4.6 3.0 5.0 
(Class 2) 1986 616 4.0 3.5 3.0 7.0 

I 
1987 940 3.9 3.5 3.0 7.0 
1988 790 3.8 3.0 3.0 7.0 
1989 1,059 3.8 3.0 3.0 7.0 
1990 1,237 3.9 3.0 3.0 7.0 I 
1991 1,394 4.0 3.5 3.0 7.0 
1992 1,327 4.0 4.0 3.0 7.0 
1993 1,243 3.9 3.5 3.0 7.0 
1994 1,094 3.9 3.5 3.0 7.0 I 

Other 1985 294 4.2 4.0 3.0 7.0 
Class 2 1986 284 4.3 4.0 3.0 7.0 

1987 364 4.2 4.0 3.0 7.0 
1988 340 4.2 4.0 3.0 7.0 I 
1989 370 4.2 4.0 3.0 7.0 
1990 411 4.5 4.0 3.0 7.0 
1991 565 4.3 04.0 3.0 7.0 
1992 573 4.4 4.0 3.0 7.0 I 
1993 640 4.3 4.0 3.0 7.0 
1994 555 4.4 4.0 3.0 7.0 

Aggravated 1985 691 3.3 3.0 2.0 5.0 
Battery 1986 687 3.3 3.0 2.0 5.0 I 
(C lass 3) 1987 693 3.3 3.0 2.0 5.0 

1988 759 3.3 3.0 2.0 5.0 
1989 793 3.3 3.0 2.0 5.0 
1990 979 3.2 3.0 2.0 5.0 I 
1991 1,032 3.3 3.0 2.0 5.0 
1992 1,009 3.2 3.0 2.0 5.0 
1993 976 3.3 3.0 2.0 5.0 
1994 1,049 3.3 3.0 2.0 5.0 I 

1 Table 22 dete do not reflect sentences thet fell outside of the renge specified for eeoh 011lS8. 

Extended term s and shortened sentenoes ere reported In Table 26. I 
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Table 22 I 

Averllge Sentence Imposed in Years for Determinate Cases for Selected Offenses 
1985-1994 

Average Shortest Longest 
Offense Year Cases Mean Median Sentence Sentence 

Forgery 1985 528 3.0 3.0 2.0 5.0 
(C lass 3) 1986 554 3.1 3.0 2.0 5.0 

1987 505 3.1 3.0 2.0 5.0 
1988 532 2.9 3.0 2.0 5.0 
1989 604 2.9 3.0 2.0 5.0 
1990 656 2.9 3.0 2.0 5.0 
1991 642 2.9 3.0 2.0 5.0 
1992 715 3.0 3.0 2.0 5.0 
1993 684 3.0 3.0 2.0 5.0 
1994 848 3.0 3.0 2.0 5.0 

M enufacture or 1985 150 2.9 2.5 2.0 5.0 
Delivery of a 1986 119 2.9 3.0 2.0 5.0 
Controlled 1987 102 2.7 2.5 2.0 5.0 
Substance 1988 217 2.9 3.0 2.0 5.0 
(Class 3) 1989 310 2.9 3.0 2.0 5.0 

1990 984 3.2 3.0 2.0 5.0 
1991 1,066 3.2 3.0 2.0 5.0 
1992 230 3.3 3.0 2.0 5.0 
1993 149 3.1 3.0 2.0 5.0 
1994 108 3.1 3.0 2.0 5.0 

Retail Theft 1985 233 2.8 3.0 2.0 5.0 
(Class 3) 1986 276 2.8 3.0 2.0 5.0 

1987 361 2.8 2.5 2.0 5.0 
1988 330 2.6 2.0 2.0 5.0 
1989 317 2.6 2.0 2.0 5.0 
1990 449 2.7 2.5 2.0 5.0 
1991 485 2.6 2.0 2.0 5.0 
1992 639 2.6 2.0 2.0 5.0 
1993 699 2.7 2.5 2.0 5.0 
1994 674 2.6 2.0 2.0 5.0 

Theft 1985 1,437 3.0 3.0 2.0 5.0 
(Clus 3) 1986 1,189 2.9 3.0 2.0 5.0 

1987 1,174 2.9 3.0 2.0 5.0 
1988 1,042 2.9 2.9 2.0 5.0 
1989 1,172 2.9 2.5 2.0 5.0 
1990 1,273 2.8 2.8 2.0 5.0 
1991 1,110 2.9 3.0 2.0 5.0 
1992 1,151 3.0 3.0 2.0 5.0 
1993 1,080 3.0 3.0 2.0 5.0 
1994 1,010 3.0 3.0 2.0 5.0 

Unlawful Use 1985 321 2.9 2.5 2.0 5.0 
ofaWeaponl 1986 385 3.0 3.0 2.0 5.0 
UUW by a Felon 1987 362 2.9 3.0 2.0 5.0 
(Class 3) 1988 458 3.1 3.0 2.0 5.0 

1989 581 3.0 3.0 2.0 5.0 
1990 715 3.0 3.0 2.0 5.0 
1991 942 3.0 3.0 2.0 5.0 
1992 1,301 2.9 3.0 2.0 5.0 
1993 1,343 3.0 3.0 2.0 5.0 
1994 1,740 2.9 3.0 2.0 5.0 

, Table 22 data do not reflect sentences that fall outside of the range specified for each class. 
Extended term s and shortened sentences are reported In Table 26. 
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Table 221 
Average Sentence Imposed In Years for Determinate Cllses for Selected Offenses 

1985-1994 

Average Shortest Longest 
o ffanse Year Cases Mean Median Sentence Sentence 

Other 1985 757 3.0 3.0 2.0 5.0 
Class 3 1986 767 3.0 3.0 2.0 5.0 

1987 748 3.0 3.0 2.0 5.0 
1988 666 3.0 3.0 2.0 5.0 
1989 945 3.0 3.0 2.0 5.0 
1990 1,167 3.1 3.0 2.0 5.0 
1991 1,026 3.0 3.0 2.0 5.0 
1992 1,077 3.0 3.0 2.0 5.0 
1993 1,166 3.1 3.0 2.0 5.0 
1994 1,152 3.1 3.0 2.0 5.0 

Driving While Under 1985 0 .... - .... - -.... - --_. 
the Influence I 1986 57 1.7 1.5 1.0 3.0 
Driving with a 1987 164 1.5 1.0 1.0 3.0 
Suspended Lice nse 1988 264 1.6 1.5 1.0 3.0 
(C lass 4) 1989 358 1.6 1.5 1.0 3.0 

1990 433 1.7 1.5 1.0 3.0 
1991 456 1.8 1.9 1.0 3.0 
1992 514 1.8 2.0 1.0 3.0 
1993 496 1.9 2.0 1.0 3.0 
1994 514 2.0 2.0 1.0 3.0 

Posse~,e10n of a 1965 339 1.9 2.0 1.0 3.0 
Controlled 1986 409 1.9 2.0 1.0 3.0 
Substance 1987 475 1.8 2.0 1.0 3.0 
(C lass 4) 1988 600 1.8 2.0 1.0 3.0 

1989 1,051 1.8 2.0 1.0 3.0 
1990 1.777 1.7 1.5 1.0 3.0 
1991 1,720 1.8 1.5 1.0 3.0 
1992 2,426 1.7 1.5 1.0 3.0 
1993 3,324 1.7 1.5 1.0 3.0 
1994 4.689 1.7 1.5 1.0 3.0 

Retail Theft 1985 194 1.9 2.0 1.0 3.0 
(Class 4) 1986 225 1.9 2.0 1.0 3.0 

1987 272 1.7 2.0 1.0 3.0 
1988 296 1.8 2.0 1.0 3.0 
1989 415 1.7 1.8 1.0 3.0 
1990 510 1.8 2.0 1.0 3.0 
1991 564 1.9 2.0 1.0 3.0 
1992 601 2.0 2.0 1.0 3.0 
1993 611 2.0 2.0 1.0 3.0 
1994 542 1.9 2.0 1.0 3.0 

Theft 1985 283 2.1 2.0 1.0 3.0 
(Class 4) 1985 366 2.0 2.0 1.0 3.0 

1967 286 2.0 2.0 1.0 3.0 
1968 270 1.9 2.0 1.0 3.0 
1989 284 1.9 2.0 1.0 3.0 
1990 377 2.0 2.0 1.0 3.0 
1991 368 2.0 2.0 1.0 3.0 
1992 285 2.1 2.0 1.0 3.0 
1993 291 2.1 2.0 1.0 3.0 
1994 310 2.1 2.0 1.0 3.0 

1 Table 22 data do not reflect sentences that rail outside of the range speCified for each class. 
Extended term s and shortened sentences are reported In Table 26. 
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1994 Stati3tical Presentation - Illmois Department ofCorrecoons 

Offense 

Other 
Class 4 

Table 221 
Average Sentence Imposed in Years for Determinate Cases for Selected Offenses 

1985-1994 

Average Shortest 
Year Cases Meen Meehan Sentence 

1985 1,050 2.2 2.0 1.0 
1986 905 2.0 2.0 1.0 
1987 853 2.0 2.0 1.0 
1988 857 1.9 2.0 1.0 
1989 1,044 2.0 2.0 , .0 
1990 1,035 2.0 2.0 1.0 
1991 1,122 2.0 2.0 1.0 
1992 1,148 2.1 2.0 1.0 
1993 1,296 2.1 2.0 1.0 
1994 1,404 2.1 2.0 1.0 

, Table 22 data do not reflect sentences that fall outside of the range specified for 9ach elMs. 
Extended term 8 and shortened !lentences are reported in Table 26. 

Longest 
Sentence 

3.0 
3.0 
3.0 
3.0 
3.0 
3.0 
3.0 
3.0 
3.0 
3.0 
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Average Sentence Imposed by Offense Type 

When separating these offenses into offense type, increases in the number of sentences 
imposed were seen in all categories except for property crimes. The most substantial growth among 
offense types continues to be for drug sentences, rising by over 20%, or nearly 2, 000 sentences in 
one year. The largest increase in sex crimes was for Criminal Sexual Assault (Class 1) which climbed 
by 25% The number of property sentences fell by 5.5% in 1994. Increases in other crimes imposed 
in 1994 included Obstruction of Justice, Bringing Contraband into a Penal Institution, and some 
escape-related offenses. 

The average sentence lengths for drug crimes continues a steady decline, dropping an average 
of nearly two months in 1994. The average sentences also decreased for crimes against a person and 
property crimes. 

8.2 

Person 
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Figure 27 
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I 
Table 23 1 

Average Sentence Imposed in Years for Determinate Cases by Offense Type 
1985-1994 

Average Shortest Longest 

I Offense year Cases Mean Median Sentence Sentence 

Person 1985 4,527 8.4 6.0 1.0 40.0 
Crimes 1986 4,20'9 8.3 6.0 1.0 40.0 

I 
1987 4,339 B.2 6.0 1.0 40.0 
19B8 4,335 8.3 5.0 1.0 60.0 
1989 5,125 8.1 5.0 1.0 60.0 
1990 5,906 8.0 5.0 1.0 60.0 
1991 7,001 8.0 5.0 1.0 60.0 

I 1992 7,805 8.1 5.0 1.0 60.0 
1993 7,776 8.3 5.0 1.0 60.0 
1994 8,301 8.2 5.0 1.0 60.0 

I 
Sex 1985 852 9.4 7.0 1.0 30.0 
Crim es 1986 838 8.4 6.0 1.0 30.0 

1987 862 8.2 6.0 1 .0 30.0 
1988 881 B.8 6.0 1.0 30.0 
1989 977 8.5 6.0 1.0 30.0 

I 1990 1.028 8.4 6.0 1.0 30.0 
1991 1.028 8.6 7.0 1.0 30.0 
1992 1.156 8.2 6.0 1.0 30.0 
1993 1,092 8.5 6.0 1.0 30.0 
1994 1,126 8.9 6.0 1.0 30.0 

Pro po rty 1985 7,218 3.7 3.0 1.0 20.0 
Crlm as 1988 7,321 3.7 3.0 1.0 15.0 

1987 7,949 3.7 3.0 1.0 30.0 

I 1988 7.424 3.7 3.0 1.0 17.0 
1989 8,979 3.7 3.0 1.0 25.0 
1990 9,860 3.6 3.0 1.0 15.0 
1991 10,250 3.7 3.0 1.0 25.0 

I 
1992 10,850 3.8 3.0 1.0 30.0 
1993 10,773 3.9 3.0 1.0 30.0 
1994 10,177 3.8 3.0 1.0 15.0 

I 
Drug 1985 1,233 3.6 3.0 1.0 18.0 
Crimes 19B6 1,606 3.8 3.0 1.0 25.0 

1987 1,853 4.1 3.0 1.0 30.0 
1988 2.647 4.0 3.0 1.0 20.0 
1989 4.716 4.0 3.0 1.0 30.0 

I 
1990 7,326 3.8 3.0 1.0 30.0 
1991 7,B19 3.9 3.0 1.0 30.0 
1992 B,069 3.7 3.0 1.0 30.0 
1993 9,820 3.6 3.0 1.0 30.0 

I 
1994 11,579 3.4 3.0 1.0 30.0 

Other 1965 373 2.7 2.5 1.0 20.0 
C rim 9S 1986 432 2.6 2.3 1.0 15.0 

1987 509 2.7 2.5 1 .0 15.0 

I 1988 535 2.6 2.0 1.0 30.0 
1989 747 2.7 2.0 1.0 20.0 
1990 739 2.8 3.0 1 .0 15.0 
1991 675 2.8 3.0 1.0 10.0 

I 
1992 814 2.6 2.0 1.0 30.0 
1993 693 2.5 2.0 1.0 12.0 
1994 735 2.7 2.0 1.0 15.0 

I 
I Te.ble 23 datil do not reflect sentences that fall outside of the range specified for each CIIS8. 

Extended terms and shortened sentences are reported In Table 26. 
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Indeterminate Sentences Imposed 

In 1994, there was one indeterminate sentence imposed for an offender who had committed 
a murder before 1978. He received a 60- to lS0·.year sentence. 

Table 24 
Average Sentence Imposed in Years of Indeterminate Cases 

1974 - 1994 

Average Average 
Year Cases Minimum Maximum 

1974 3,436 3.8 9:3 
1975 4,578 3.5 8.6 
1976 5,051 3.5 8.3 
1977 5,041 3.9 9.0 
1976 3,326 5.5 13.5 
1979 704 10.5 21.6 
1980 241 9.0 21.4 
1981 121 10.3 24.1 
1982 37 7.7 22.1 
1983 34 9.0 27.2 
1984 39 13.1 31.9 
1985 7 12.3 20.0 
1986 4 7.3 13.0 
1987 1 4.0 12.0 
1988 4 19.5 36.0 
1989 6 8.3 20.2 
1990 7 60.6 117.7 
1991 4 6.0 B.3 
1992 4 31.3 82.5 
1993 0 ---- -_ .. -
1994 1 60.0 180.0 
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Figure 28 
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Cumulative Average Sentence Imposed: Indeterminate and Determinate Cases 

Since 1978, over 290,000 determinate prison sentences have been imposed in TIlinois, 
averaging 5.2 years. Over this same time period, a total of 4,540 indeterminate prison sentences have 
been imposed for offenses committed before February 1, 1978. 

Table 25 
Cumulative Average Sentence Imposed in Years for 

Indeterminate and Determinate Cases by Offense Class 
1978 -1994 

Indeterminate Determinate 1 

Offense Average Average 

Class Cases Minimum Msximum Cases Average 

Murder 375 41.3 87.6 4,622 30.2 
Class X 1,138 8.5 16.6 44,533 11.0 
Class 1 156 5.4 13.6 35,986 6.0 
Class 2 1,734 1.7 7.8 88,870 4.0 
Class 3 1,006 1.8 4.9 72,834 3.0 
Class 4 131 1.3 3.2 43,851 1.9 

Total 4,540 6.8 16.0 290,696 5.2 

, Includes only those cases for which the sentence is in the range authorized by statute. 
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1994 SratiJtlcal PreJentation - fllmois Department o[Correctlons 

Sentences Imposed: Less Than Minimum and Extended Sentences 

Three percent of the 1994 sentences were less than the minimum. Most were for Class 1, 
Class 2, and Class 3 felonies, mainly for drug and theft offenses (see Tables 26 and 27). There were 
also a considerable number of Class X drug offenders who received less than the six-year minimum. 
No Class 4 sentences were less than the one-year minimum. 

Almost one-third represented the holding offense at admission. The other two-thirds were 
imposed along with another offense(s) which would have been the holding sentence at admission. 

Five percent ofall sentences imposed during 1994 were for extended terms (Table 26). These 
sentences are imposed for crimes with heinous or aggravating circumstances. Extended terms are 
used in all classes of offenses, but 87% were for Class 2, Class 3, and Class 4 sentences. Nearly 13% 
of Murder and First Degree Murder sentences were extended beyond their maximum. 

Other extended sentences were handed down for crimes against a person, such as Aggravated 
Criminal Sexual Assault, Armed Robbery, Aggravated Robbery, Robbery, Aggravated Criminal 
Sexual Abuse, Aggravated Battery, Unlawful Use of a Weapon (UUW), and UUW by a Felon (Table 
28). In 1994, there were 23 extended sentences for Aggravated Unlawful Restraint, and several for 
Home Invasion, Second Degree Murder, Aggravated Discharge of a Firearm, Aggravated 
Kidnapping, and Criminal Sexual Assault. There have been, however, many property and drug 
offenses in which extended sentences were imposed. Only 44% remained as the holding offense. 
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Table 26 

I Sentences Imposed for Determinate Cases by Offense Class 
Within and Outside of Sentence Limitations' 

1985·1994 

Number out of Range 

I Offense Total Number Within Lower than 
Class Year Cases Range Minimum Extended 

Murderl 1985 318 271 0 47 I First 1986 294 256 0 38 
Degree 1987 295 249 0 46 
Murder 1988 292 247 1 44 

1989 323 272 4 47 

I 1990 445 353 12 70 
1991 452 388 12 52 
1992 450 392 7 51 
1993 540 481 1 58 

I 1994 473 410 2 51 

Class X2 1985 2,348 2,208 26 114 
1986 2,279 2,142 46 91 

I 1987 2,411 2,278 31 102 
1988 2,471 2,323 65 83 
1989 3,143 2,929 95 119 
1990 3,487 3,270 144 73 
1991 4,030 3,831 115 84 I 1992 4,543 4,353 96 94 
1993 4,649 4,441 109 99 
1994 4,650 4,441 122 87 

Class 1 1985 2,191 2,090 62 39 I 1986 1,955 1,852 57 46 
1987 2,084 1,984 62 38 
1988 2,325 2,141 125 59 ,I 1989 2,851 2,544 148 59 
1990 3,421 3,042 332 47 
1991 4,034 3,527 430 77 
1992 4,576 4,110 395 71 

I 1993 4,784 4,347 391 46 
1994 5,239 4,774 388 77 

Class 2 1985 3,863 3,651 65 147 

I 1986 4,493 4,217 104 172 
1987 5,316 5,006 108 202 
1988 5,114 4,820 96 198 
1989 7,302 6,825 135 342 

I 1990 8,302 7,831 204 267 
1991 9,001 8,494 175 332 
1992 9,071 8,543 128 400 
1993 9,168 8,570 153 445 

I 1994 8,928 8,370 155 403 

, Sentence limitations lire oullined in the Unified Code of Corrections, Chapter 730, Illinois Compiled Statutes, 
5/5-5-3.1, 5/5-5-3.2, 5/5-8-1and 5/5-8-2. 

I 2 Enhanced Class X offenses are Included in the Class X category. They are separated into the appropriate 
Class 1 and Class 2 categories in Table 21. All Class X sentences lower than the minimum in Tables 19 and 26 
lire below 6 years. In Table 21, only enhanced Clllss 1 sentences lower than 4 years lind Class 2 sentences 

I lower than 3 years are not in the fange established by statute. 
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J 994 Statistical Presentation - flimois Depanment of Corrections 

Table 26 
Sentences Imposed for Determinate Cases by Offense Class 

Within and Outside of Sentence Limitations' 
1985-1994 

Number out of Range 

Offen,e Total Number Within Lower than 
Class Year Cases Range Minimum Extended 

Class 3 1985 4,526 4,117 197 212 
1986 4,353 3,977 176 200 
1987 4,308 3,945 173 190 
1988 4,374 4,004 159 211 
1989 5,236 4,722 224 290 
1990 6,791 6,223 229 339 
1991 6,999 6,303 275 421 
1~92 6,844 6,122 345 377 
1993 6,761 6,097 314 350 
1994 7,289 6,572 298 419 

Class 4 1985 2,156 1,866 0 290 
1986 2,163 1,962 1 200 
1987 2,213 2,050 4 159 
1988 2,462 2,287 3 172 
1989 3,407 3,152 2 253 
1990 4,504 4,132 7 365 
1991 4,594 4,230 2 362 
1992 5,426 4,974 0 452 
1993 6,603 6,018 0 585 
1994 8,133 7,459 0 674 

1 Sentence limitatl~ns are outlined In the Unified Code of Corrections, Chapter 730, Illinois Compiled Statutes, 
5/5.5.3.1,5/5·5.3.2, 5/5·8·1 and 5/5.8.2. 
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Table 27 
Sentet1ces Less than the Mnirrum IflllOSed1 in Years and 
Adrrissions for Deteminate Cases by Selected Offenses 

1994 

ScInIW!ces I~ ActnI'.ssions for Holding Ofrttnse 

Percentd 
CIlIss (MrilflllTl SIIrifInc8) LoIWId Highe5t Sent.nct/6 LoIWId Hif1tJ6t 

Offense Number Sentence Sentence /IJurrDer Imposad2 Sentence Sentence 

MJrder/First Degrae MJrder 2 9.0 16 4 200"h 6.0 
(20 years) 

Class X (6 years) 
Manuf/Deliver Control Sub!ltance 33 1.0 5.0 40 121% 1.0 
Deliver Coriro! Si.i:I5t to under 18 25 1.0 4.0 31 124% 1.0 
Armed Violence 14 1.0 5.0 12 86% 3.0 
Pq;jravated Battery 10 20 5.0 2 20% 2.0 
Other Class X 40 3.0 5.0 29 73% 20 
Total 122 1.0 6.0 114 93% 1.0 

Class 1 (4 years) 
Manuf/Celiver Control Substance 261 1.0 3.5 180 ~ 1.0 
Posses5ion of Corirol SUbstance 72 1.0 3.5 41 65% 1.0 
Deliver Corirol Si.i:I5t to under 18 22 1.0 3.0 13 9J% 2.0 
Reslderdial Blrglary 9 2.5 3.0 5 56% 1.5 
Other Class 1 24 1.5 3.0 12 50% 1.5 
Total 388 1.0 3.5 'JET Wh 1.0 

Cla5S 2 (3 years) 
Mlnuf/Celiver Control Substance 94 1.0 2.5 48 51% 1.0 
Ibglary 17 1.0 2.8 9 53% 20 
Motor Vehicle Theft 9 1.0 2.5 6 67% 2.0 
Robbery 7 1.5 25 6 86% 1.5 
Other Class 2 2B 1.0 2.5 14 50% 1.0 
Total 165 1.0 28 83 64th 1.0 

Class 3 (2 years) 
Retail Theft 186 1.0 1.8 116 62% 1.0 
Theft 52 0.5 1.5 3) 56% 1.0 
Possession of CaMlllis 32 1.0 1.7 19 59% 1.0 
UUIIIIUUW by I Felon 9 1.0 1.5 5 66% 1.0 
Other Class 3 19 1.0 1.5 10 53% 1.0 
Total 2J8 0.6 1.8 180 IiO"h 1.0 

Class 4 (1 year) 
Total 0 0 

1 lrierpretation of aertence data must take into accourt that if the cout does not SfltlCify the dass of crime for drug offenses, 
the offense code for the highest dass of crime is eriered irio the data base Irtil the court clarifies the problem. Trerefore, 
some cases which are less than the ITinimLlT1 may be the result of an incorred:iy assigned offense dass. 

2 The pen:eriage of !hcrtened seriences i~d which were a holdirg offense. The others were impot!ed bti were in 
conjunction with another serienoe that was the holding offense, which wolid most likely be an equal or lorger sentence 
for an equal or higher class of crime. M:Ireover, in some cases, inmates who \Wre already in prison rooeived a sentence 
in 1994; they would not be coLried as an adrrission. Conversely, some irmates adrritted from coLrt dlling 1994 had 
been aerienced before 1994. 
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1994 Statishcai Presentahon - fllinois Department o[Correchons 

Consecutive Sentences 

There were 2,200 consecutive holding sentences imposed during 1994, 38% higher than in 
1993 (Table 29). These consecutive sentences represented 10.2% of all court admissions. The 
number of consecutive sentences increased in 1994 for each offense class. This indicates that many 
more inmates admitted in 1994 will be serving the additional prison time which results from 
continuous sentences. 

When the consecutive sentences are accumulated, the average sentence per inmate rises by 
over three years. When calculating the total time of all consecutive sentences, the average sentence 
for all admissions was 9.7 years. When averaging sentences for the holding offense only, this average 
dropped to 6.3 years. 
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Tabla 29 
Consecutive Sentences Imposed 1 for Holding Offense Class 

Court Admissions 1988 -1994 

Admissions with Holding Offense Only All Sentences 
Offense Class Total Consecutive Percent of Mean Standard Mean Standard 

Year Admissions Sentence Total Admissions Sentence Deviation Sentence Deviation 

Murder 
1968 300 11 3.7% 36.8 15.5 45.8 17.5 
1989 318 26 8.2% 43.9 16.1 57.7 22.2 
1990 428 28 6.5% 37.9 18.6 51.4 29.9 
1991 447 21 4.7% 39.6 12.6 47.3 17.1 
1992 516 33 6.4% 44.9 21.6 58.1 30.8 
1993 628 35 5.6% 43.6 18.1 56.3 24.1 
1994 553 49 8.9% 53.5 25.6 67.6 32.6 

Class X 
1988 1,629 8S 5.5% 11.9 12.5 17.6 17.7 
1989 2,058 145 7.0% 13.0 13.5 21.3 '23.5 
1990 2,356 185 7.9% 12.3 10.5 19.2 17.9 
1991 2,779 209 7.5% 14.3 14.4 22.3 23.5 
1992 3,250 308 9.5% 12.9 12.0 19.8 19.2 
1993 3,425 338 9.9% 12.2 10.9 18.3 16.3 
1994 3,495 442 12.6% 11.3 9.8 17.5 16.1 

Class 1 
1988 1,470 95 6.5% 6.2 6.4 11.1 13.4 
1989 1,674 139 8.3% 5.7 4.3 9.9 7.2 
1990 1,982 151 7.6% 5.2 3.2 B.6 4.2 
1991 2,396 166 6.9% 6.0 4.8 9.9 8.3 
1992 2,997 229 7.6% 5.5 3.5 8.5 4.8 
1993 3,341 286 8.6% 4.9 2.6 7.6 3.6 
1994 3,654 448 12.3% 5.0 2.9 8.0 5.7 

Class 2 
1988 2,987 188 6.3% 4.0 1.9 8.5 15.3 
1989 3,831 439 11.5% 4.3 4.3 8.3 8.8 
1990 4,693 401 8.5% 3.7 1.3 6.5 2.4 
1991 5,249 360 6.9% 4.1 2.1 7.1 3.7 
1992 5,689 451 7.9% 4.3 2.1 6.9 3.1 
1993 5,827 505 8.7% 3.9 1.3 6.4 2.3 
1994 5,787 644 11.1% 3.8 1.5 6.3 2.4 

Class 3 
1988 2,299 160 7.0% 2.8 1.5 5.6 3.2 
1989 2,660 199 7.4% 2.7 1.3 5.2 2.5 
1990 3,370 216 6.4% 3.1 1.1 5.3 2.5 
1991 3,641 203 5.6% 2.7 1.1 4.8 2.0 
1992 3,905 255 6.5% 2.9 1.8 5.2 3.7 
1993 3,786 248 '6.6% 2:9 1.4 4.9 2.4 
1994 4,133 335 8.1% 3.0 1.5 5.1 2.5 

1 OTS con.ecutlve sentence data begin in 1988 due to differences In formulas used by CIMIS In previous years. 
(Refer to Appendix S, Definitions and Data Interpretation Guidelines.) 
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Table 29 
Consecutive Sentences Imposed1 for Holding Offense Class 

COUit Admissions 1988 -1994 

Admissions with Holding Offense Only All Sentences 

Offense Class Total Consecutive PeTCentof Mean Standard Mean Standard 

84 

Year Admissions Sentence Total Admissions Sentence Deviation Sentence Deviation 

Class 4 
1988 1,160 77 6.6% 1.8 0.8 3.9 2.1 
1989 1,635 109 6.7% 1.7 0.9 3.9 2.1 
1990 2,212 119 5.4% 2.1 1.3 3.9 2.1 
1991 2,342 110 4.7% 1.9 0.9 3.5 1.9 
1992 2,741 188 6.9% 2.1 1.1 3.6 1.8 
1993 3,224 182 5.6% 2.0 1.0 3.7 1.8 
1994 3,961 282 7.1% 2.1 1.1 3.8 1.8 

Other 
1988 11 2 18.2% 15.5 20.5 22.0 25.5 
1989 130 0 0.0% 
1990 7 1 14.3% 3.0 0.0 4.0 0.0 
1991 3 0 0.0% 
1992 7 ° 0.0% 
1993 8 ° 0.0% 
1994 t3 ° O.'U% 

Total 
1988 9,856 622 6.3% 5.5 7.9 9.6 13.9 
1989 12,326 1,057 8.6% 6.1 9.4 10.5 14.5 
1990 15,048 1,101 7.3% 5.9 8.2 9.5 12.4 
1991 16,857 1,069 6.3% 6.6 9.4 10.5 14,1 
1992 19,105 1,464 7.7% 6.7 9.6 10.3 13.9 
1993 20,239 1,594 7.9% 6.3 8.S 9.7 12.2 
1994 21,596 2,200 10.2% 6.3 9.9 9.7 13.5 

lOTS consecutive sentence data begin In 1988 due to differences in formulas ulled by CIMIS in previous years. 
(Refer to Appendix B, Definitions and Data Interpretation Guidelines.) 
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Figure 30 

Mean Sentence in Years by Class 
Consecutive Sentences 1994 

67.6 

IffilHolding Offense Only _All Sentences I 

2.1 3.8 --Murder Class X Class 1 Class 2 Class 3 Class 4 

85 



~------------------------------------------------------

1994 Statistical PresentalIOn - Illinois Department a/CorrectIOns 

Drug Sentences Imposed-

Throughout the 1980's and into the 1990's, a major reason for the increase in the prison 
population has been attributed to the rise in sentences and admissions for drug offenses. Except for 
a brief stabilization in the early 1990's, the number of drug sentences imposed has resumed its upward 
climb. 

There had been over a 300% increase in the number of drug sentences imposed from 1987 
to 1990. In 1991, however, there was only an 8% increase in drug sentences, followed by a 2% rise 
in 1992. Notwithstanding, in 1993 there was an increase of20% in the number of drug sentences 
imposed, bringing the total number imposed in one year to over 10,000 sentences. A 19% increase 
took place in 1994. The sharp increase in the number of Class 4 Possession of a Controlled 
Substance offenses was the main cause for this current growth, but the number of sentences imposed 
for Delivery of a Controlled Substance to a Person Under 18 has also been on the rise. This most 
recent development is also accounted for by a large number of drug sentences imposed in Cook 
County. 

Interestingly, the average drug sentence imposed fell in 1994, both in Cook County and the 
Downstate Region. The average has declined statewide for the last three years. 

Table 30 
Dug SentencES IrllXlsed 

0J0k Coll1ty - D:Mnstate - StateWde 
196&-1994 

Oxi<Ccuty D:MnstEte Stiev.t:le 
Veer N..nDer AvetfS}13 N.rrber AI/8Iaf}8 N..-mer AvetfS}13 

1985 1,003 3.S 365 3.7 1,368 3.S 
19fE 1,256 3.9 504 3.5 1,750 3.7 
1967 1,336 4.2 650 4.0 1,986 4.1 
1988 2,033 4.0 B29 4.3 2,862 4.1 
1969 3,823 4.0 1,215 4.1 5,038 4.0 
1900 S,342 3.8 1,692 4.3 8,004 3.9 
1991 S,882 3.9 1,796 4.4 B,EB> 4.0 
1992 S,581 3.6 2,243 42 8,624 3.7 
1993 8,401 3.5 2,146 4.3 10,547 3.6 
1994 10,310 3.3 2,~ 4.1 12,569 3.5 
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Figure 31 

Drug Sentences Imposed 
1985 - 1994 

• Downstate 
;:;:;:;:Cook County 

12,569 

1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 
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Drug Offense Admissions 

Approximately 61% of these sentences resulted in a holding offense at admission to prison. 
Drug admissions rose by 23% statewide in 1994 as the average sentence fell. Over 80% of drug 
sentences were for offenders from Cook County. Drug sentences were over six months higher on 
average when they were imposed downstate. The average sentence for a drug-related holding offense 
declined in 1994 when imposed outside of Cook County, after a considerable increase in 1993. 

Tab/e31 
Drug Offense Adn'issions 

Cook County - Downstate - Statewide 
1985-1994 

Cook County Do'MIstBte state'ltfde 
Yeer NJrrtJer Aversge NJrrber Average NJrrber AIIfH1igfJ 

1985 501 3.4 286 3.8 787 3.6 
1986 735 3.9 372 3.4 1,107 3.7 
1987 737 4.1 444 4.0 1,181 ~.1 

1988 1,001 4.0 568 4.3 1,569 4.1 
1989 1,651 4.2 826 4.3 2,477 4.3 
1990 2,963 3.9 1,131 4.3 4,094 4.0 
1991 3,215 4.0 1,252 4.4 4,467 4.1 
1992 3,618 3.7 1,534 4.4 5,152 3.9 
1993 4,752 3.6 1,435 4.7 6,187 3.9 
1994 6,128 3.6 1,508 4.3 7,636 3.7 
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alDownstate 
Ii!iiilCook County 

Figure 32 

Drug Offense Admissions 
1985 - 1994 

7,636 

1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 
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Most Frequent Sentences Imposed 

The offense for which the most sentences were imposed in 1994 was, once again, Class 4 
Possession of a Controlled Substance (Table 32). The nearly 5,000 sentences comprised 14.4% of 
all sentences imposed during 1994, and resulted in almost 2,400 prison admissions. Class 2 
Manufacture or Delivery of a Controlled Substance ranked second, followed by Burglary. Class 1 
Manufacture or Delivery ofa Controlled Substance and Class 3 Unlawful Use of a Weapon offenses 
also ranked high, with each having over 1,800 sentences imposed during 1994. 

Other offenses for which sentences were most often assessed included ..A ..... '1l1ed Robbery, 
Residential Burglary, Aggravated Battery, Motor Vehicle Theft (Class 2), and Theft (Class 3), all of 
which had over 1,100 sentences imposed. The remaining 6,363 offenses comprise only 18% of aU 
sentences imposed in 1994. 

Sometimes multiple sentences were imposed on the same offender. Inmate-based court 
admissions are reported in Table 32 when the 25 offenses used most often during 1994 transpired as 
the holding offense. 
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I 
Table 32 

Sentences IIT4JOS9CI and Acinissions 
25 Offenses I~ fIIDst Often 

1~ 

I PfIrcert of Total StIndarc c.ut 
Offense Class Seriencfrs S«tMCeS AWl DeviBtior Mrissions 2 

I Possession of Controlled SWsIarce 4 4,987 14.4% 1.9 1.1 2,395 

Manufacb..l'e-Oeliver Controlled &.i:lsIarce 2 3,070 8.8% 3.9 1.4 1,865 

I Burglary 2 2,710 7.8% 4.3 1.B 1,798 

Manufactu"e-Deliver Controlled Slbstarce 1,B50 5.3% 4.6 1.7 1,331 

I 
UlM'/uLNV by Felon 1 3 1,831 5.3% 3.2 2.0 1,124 

Armed Robbery X 1,400 4.0% 129 8.4 8B3 

Residential Burglary 1,217 3.5% 6.3 3.3 836 

I ~vated Battery 3 1,181 3.4% 4,.0 3.3 656 

Motor Vende Theft 2 1,158 3.3% 4.2 1.8 788 

I 

Theft 3 1,108 3.2% 3.1 1.4 591 

I Robbery 2 996 2.9% 5.0 2.8 700 

Forgery 3 874 2.5% 3.1 1.3 429 

I Retail Theft 3 869 2.5% 2.3 1.1 601 

Manufacl1J'e-Deliver Controlled &bstance X 620 1.8% 8.4 4.3 647 

I 
Retail Theft 4 59EI 1.7% 2.2 0.9 363 

~vated Criminal Sexual Assault X 534 1.5% 14.8 11.1 410 

Deliver Controlled Subslarce to lJ1der 18 478 1.4% 4.7 1.3 SEe 

I MurcierlFirst Degee MLI'CIer M 473 1.4% 39.9 17.8 555 

Attempted MurderlFirst Degree Murder X 434 1.2% 15.2 10.0 3'ZJ 

I 
Driving v.ith Suspended Uc::ense 4 403 1.2% 21 1.0 200 

Theft 4 3a3 1.1% 2.5 1.1 ZIl 

I'tlgavatBd Criminal Sexual Abuse 2 343 1.0% 5.5 4.2 218 

I Possession of Controlled Slbstanoe 1 342 1.0% 5.0 3.5 253 

Armed Violence X 256 0.7% 8.8 5.6 192 

I 
Deceptive Practices 4 249 0.7% 2.4 1.0 83 

, Unlav.fU Uae of a Weapon and UrV.\iU lJIIe"f a Wsapon ''at a Felon WEn.aggr&gated. Both offeree6 are CB16 3 felonies and 

I 
have similar time eerved and prilOllRay averages. 

~ There can be more cou1 admaaiDOl than aertences Yttlen irmates admitted had be:::n aerienced in earlier years. 

I Ncm: The top 25 offenses totals 28,349, CO!11lrilirg 81.6% of all felony aermr:es I~ In 1£B4. 
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Table 33 

illinois Judicial Districts, Circuits, and Counties within Circuits 

Cook County 
Cook 

N orthem Circuits 
Carroll, Jo Davies, Lee, Ogle, Stephenson 

DeKalb, Kane, Kendall 

Boone, Winnebago 

DuPage 

Lake, McHenry 

North Central Circuits 
Fulton, Hancock, Henderson, Knox, McDonough, Warren 

Marshall, Peoria, Putnam, Stark, Tazewell 

Will 

Bureau, Grundy, LaSalle 

Henry, Mercer, Rock Island, Whiteside 

Iroquois, Kankakee 

Central Circuits 
Clark, Coles, Cumberland, Edgar, Vennilion 

Champaign, DeWitt, Douglas, Macon, Moultrie, Piatt 

Greene, Jersey, Macoupin, Morgan, Sangamon, Scott 

Adams, Brown, Calhoun, Cass, Mason, Menard, Pike, Schuyler 

Ford, Livingston, Logan, McLean, Woodford 

Southern Circuits 
Alexander, Jackson, Johnson, Massac, Pope, Pulaski, Saline, Union, Williamson 

Crawford, Edwards, Franklin, Gallatin, Hamilton, Hardin, Jefferson, Lawrence, 
Richland, Wabash, Wayne, White 

Bond, Madison 

Christian, Clay, Clinton, Effingham, Fayette, Jasper, Marion, Montgomery, Shelby 

Monroe, Perry, Randolph, St. Clair, Washington 
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Mean Sentences Imposed by Judicial Circuit, Judicial District, and Region 

Variation in the sentencing patterns among the judicial circuits, judicial districts, and regions 
in the State have remained consistent throughout the years. These data are available for selected 
offenses in Tables 34 through 62. 

The sentence means for Murder and First Degree Murder ranged from 24.0 years to 55.0 
years. Over 74% of the sentences for these offenses were imposed in Cook County. However, among 
the judicial districts, Cook County had the lowest average sentence imposed (34.1 years). The 306 
Cook County sentences averaged 5.0 years lower than the 104 sentences imposed in downstate 
counties. 

Cook County imposed 79% of the Class X offenses during 1994. The average sentence 
imposed did not differ greatly for Cook County in comparison to the Downstate Region for Armed 
Robbery. The average sentence imposed for Attempted Murder and Attempted First Degree Murder 
offenses had a wide range, between 12:5 years for the Southern District and 21.5 years for the North 
Central District. Cook County accounted for 88% of the Attempted Murder and Attempted First 
Degree Murder sentences. 

In comparison to all of the Class X offenses, the distribution between regions for Aggravated 
Criminal Sexual Assault sentences imposed varied the least. Fifty-five percent of the sentences 
imposed occurred in Cook County. The average sentence imposed by circuit for Class X Manufacture 
or Delivery ofa Controlled Substance had the smallest range, with a difference of7.5 years (from 6.0 
years to 13.5 years). Eighty-two percent of the Other Class X sentences were imposed in Cook 
County. 

The number of Residential Burglary sentences imposed in the Cook County Region versus 
the Downstate Region was similar and the range of average sentences imposed differed slightly. The 
Class 1 offenses of Manufacture or Delivery of a Controlled Substance, Controlled Substance 
Delivery to Persons Under 18, and Possession of a Controlled Substance accounted for 48% of all 
Class 1 offenses. Of these three Class 1 delivery and possession offenses, 80% of the sentences were 
imposed in Cook County. Sixty percent of the Other Class 1 offenses were imposed in Cook County. 

For the Class 2 offenses of Burglary and Motor Vehicle Theft, the Cook County District had 
the shortest average sentence imposed among the districts. Further, the Cook County Circuit, alOllg 
with the 4th and 20th Circuits, had the shortest average sentences imposed for Burglary. SeventYNsix 
percent of the Motor Vehicle Theft offenses occurred in the Cook County Region. The Downstate 
Region accounted for 82% ofthe Class 2 ~gravated Criminal Sexual Abuse sentences imposed but 
only 9% of the Class 2 Manufacture or Delivery of a Controlled Substance sentences. 

The offenses of Burglary and Manufacture or Delivery of a Controlled Substance consisted 
of 66% of all Class 2 sentences imposed. The widest range in average sentence imposed among the 
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Class 2 offenses for the circuits was for Manufacture or Delivery of a Controlled Substance (2.5 
years), while the shortest range was for Burglary (0.8 years). 

For lower Class 2, Class 3, and Class 4 offenses, the average sentences imposed among 
circuits, districts, and regions were generally minimal due to limited sentencing ranges. However, the 
disparity in the average sentences imposed between regions for Class 3 Aggravated Battery and 
Forgery offenses is noteworthy. The mean sentence length for Aggravated Battery sentences in Cook 
County was one half year longer than for the Downstate Region. Conversely, the mean sentence 
length for Forgery sentences in the Downstate Region is a little more than six months longer than for 
Cook County. 

Eighty percent of the Unlawful Use of a Weapon (UUW) and UUW by a Felon sentences 
were imposed in Cook County. Among circuits for all of the Class 3 offenses, the range for the 
average UUW sentence imposed was widest (1.8 years). However, there was not a difference in the 
average sentence imposed between regions for the UUW offenses. Examination of the Other Class 
3 category reveals little variation in sentencing patterns. The range of average sentences imposed 
among the circuits is minor (1.0 years), resulting in few differences among districts and regions. The 
number of Other Class 3 sentences imposed between regions is comparable. 

The Class 4 sentences in the Other category, Driving While Under the Influence and Driving 
with a Suspended License, Retail Theft, and Theft were mostly imposed in the Downstate Region 
(78%). The Cook County District had the lowest average sentence imposed among the districts for 
all Class 4 offenses except Theft. However, there was little variation between regions in the average 
sentence imposed for most Class 4 offenses. 

Eighty-six percent of the Class 4 Possession of a Controlled Substance offenses were 
sentences imposed in Cook County. Possession of a Controlled Substance accounted for 63% of all 
Class 4 sentences imposed. 
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Table 34 

Mean Sentence Imposed in Years 
By Judicial Circuit, District, and Region 

Murder/First Degree Murder 

Std. 1994 
Circuit Mean Dev. Cases Rank 

13th 0.0 0.0 - --
8th 24.0 0.0 1 1 
18th 30.0 0.0 1 2 
4th 30.0 0.0 1 2 
17th 31.8 14.1 9 4 
21st 32.8 9.8 5 5 
22nd 34.1 11.6 306 6 
20th 34.6 12.3 16 7 
12th 36.3 13.2 8 '-8 
6th 37.4 8.4 8 9 
15th 37.5 3.5 2 10 
3rd 39.2 12.4 6 11 
5th 39.5 3.6 4 12 
19th 41.4 7.1 8 13 
1st 42.5 24.7 2 14 
10th 42.6 11.1 15 15 
16th 45.8 12.0 6 16 
14th 46.3 18.9 4 17 
11th 50.0 0.0 1 18 
2nd 50.0 0.0 1 18 
7th 50.0 14.1 5 18 
9th 55.0 0.0 1 21 

District: 
Cook Co. 34.1 11.6 306 1 
Southern 36.7 12.7 26 2 
Northern 38.3 11.9 26 3 
N. Central 40.4 12.8 33 4 
Central 41.1 11.4 19 5 

Region: 
Cook Co. 34.1 11.6 306 1 
Downstate 39.1 12.3 104 2 

Statewide 35.3 11.9 410 
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Table 35 

Mean Sentence Imposed in Years 
By Judicial Circuit, District, and Region 

Class X 
Armed Robbery 

Std. 1994 
Circuit Mean Dev. Cases Rsnk 

15th 8.3 1.7 4 1 
7th 8.3 3.0 11 1 
6th 8.9 2.4 16 3 
9th 9.7 4.7 3 4 
16th 10.0 5.5 23 5 
18th 10.0 6.7 8 5 
21st 10.0 4.8 8 5 
13th 10.4 4.5 5 8 
3rd 10.7 7.8 11 9 
17th 10.9 4.4 19 10 
11th 11.8 7.3 6 11 
4th 12.0 0.0 1 12 
1st 12.2 9.5 7 13 
~2nd 12.4 7.5 1,156 14 
12th 12.8 6.1 13 15 
19th 12.9 5.9 20 16 
5th 13.2 7.0 6 17 
2nd 14.9 8.7 7 18 
10th 15.0 8.0 26 19 
14th 16.4 9.2 8 20 
20th 17.5 9.3 11 21 
8th 17.5 3.5 2 21 

District: 
Central 10.2 4.9 41 1 
Northern 10.9 5.4 74 2 
Cook Co. 12.~ 7.5 1,156 3 
N. Central 13.5 7.2 63 4 
Southern 13.8 S.7 37 5 

Region: 
Downstate 12.0 6.7 215 1 
Cook Co. 12.4 7.5 1,156 2 

Statewide 12.4 7.4 1,371 
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Table 36 

Mean Sentence Imposed in Years 
By Judicial Circuit. District. and Region 

Attempted Murderl 
Attempted First Degree Murder 

Std. 1994 
Circuff Mean Dev. Cases Rank 

10th 0.0 0.0 - ---
13th 0.0 0.0 -- --
18th 0.0 0.0 -- -
7th 0.0 0.0 -- --
8th 0.0 0.0 -- -----
9th 0.0 0.0 ---- --
15th 8.0 0.0 1 1 
1st 8.0 0.0 2 1 
2nd 10.0 0.0 1 3 
17th 12.8 1.7 4 4 
4th 13.5 2.1 2 5 
3rd 13.6 9.4 5 6 
22nd 13.7 7.4 367 7 
11th 14.0 0.0 1 8 
20th 14.5 3.5 2 9 
5th 15.0 0.0 1 10 
16th 15.8 8.1 5 11 
6th 15.8 7.0 8 11 
12th 19.2 6.7 6 13 
19th 22.8 9.2 10 14 
14th 25.0 5.0 3 15 
21st 25.0 0.0 1 15 

District: 
Southern 12.5 6.3 12 1 
Cook Co. 13.7 7.4 367 2 
Central 15.5 6.2 10 3 
Northern 18.3 B.9 20 4 
N. Central 21.5 6.3 10 5 

Region: 
Cook Co. 13.7 7.4 367 1 
Downstate 17.0 1.8 52 2 

Statewide 14.1 7.5 419 
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Table 37 

Mean Sentence Imposed in Years 
By Judicial Circuit. District. and Region 

Class X Aggravated 
Criminal Sexual Assault 

Std. 1994 
Circuff Mean Dev. Cases Rank 

15th 6.6 1.3 11 1 
21st 7.1 1.6 7 2 
3rd 8.0 3.7 10 3 
4th 8.5 4.3 11 4 
2nd 10.9 8.6 7 5 
7th 11.0 7.3 5 6 
8th 11.1 3.8 8 7 
6th 11.5 7.3 13 8 
20th 11.9 7.2 12 9 
11th 12.9 6.4 20 10 
16th 13.1 6.7 17 11 
22nd 13.3 7.6 276 12 
14th 13.5 8.5 15 13 
18th 13.5 4.8 12 13 
13th 14.0 7.5 9 15 
17th 15.1 9.8 8 16 
1 st 15.1 8.3 11 16 
9th 15.4 9.5 5 18 
10th 16.5 8.8 14 19 
19th 16.7 7.7 18 20 
12th 17.4 6.0 5 21 
5th 20.0 11.0 6 22 

District: 
Southern 11.0 6.9 51 1 
Central 12.9 7.3 52 2 
Cook Co. 13.3 7.6 276 3 
Northern 13.3 7.2 66 3 
N. Central 14.1 8.0 55 5 

Region: 
Downstate 12.9 7.4 224 1 
Cook Co. 13.3 7.6 276 2 

Statewide 13.1 7.5 500 
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Table 38 

Mean Sentence Imposed in Years 
By Judicial Circuit, District, and Region 

Class X Manufacture or Delivery 
of a Controlled Substance 

Std. 1994 
Circuit Mean Dev. Cases Rank 

2nd 0.0 0.0 -- -
5th 0.0 0.0 -- ---
8th 0.0 0.0 --- -
1st 6.0 0.0 1 1 
7th 6.7 1.2 3 2 
19th 7.2 2.1 16 3 
18th 7.4 3.0 33 4 
11th 8.0 0.0 1 5 
21st 8.3 2.9 4 6 
22nd 8.4 3.7 446 7 
17th 8.9 3.1 7 8 
9th 9.2 3.7 5 9 
15th . 9.3 1.3 7 10 
16th 9.3 3.4 16 10 
14th 10.0 3.5 14 12 
3rd 10.0 0.0 1 12 
20th 10.5 6.4 2 14 
13th 11.4 4.9 14 15 
6th 11.5 9.2 6 16 
10th 12.0 0.0 1 17 
4th 12.6 6.1 5 18 
12th 13.5 11.1 4 19 

Distriot: 
Northern 8.0 2.9 79 1 
Cook Co. 8.4 3.7 446 2 
Central 9.7 7.3 10 3 
N. Central 10.6 5.0 42 4 
Southern 11.1 5.4 9 5 

Region: 
Cook Co. 8.4 3,i' 446 1 
Downstate 9.1 4.3 140 2 

Statewide 8.6 3.9 586 
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Table 39 

Mean Sentence Imposed in Years 
By Judicial Circuit, District, and Region 

Other Class X 

Std. 1994 
Cirouit Mean Dev. Cases Rank 

2nd 8.7 2.7 4 1 
15th 9.1 6.3 14 2 
16th 9.2 5.4 22 3 
22nd 9.2 5,3 1,278 3 
18th 9.5 4.9 20 5 
21st 9.7 2.9 6 6 
1st 9.8 3.5 8 7 
6th 10.1 3.4 24 8 
17th 10.4 5.6 24 9 
20th 11.1 4.2 7 10 
11th 11.9 6.5 19 11 
19th 12.0 6.3 30 12 
7th 12.6 4.9 5 13 
4th 12.7 5.2 18 14 
3rd 12.8 9.4 8 15 
10th 13.3 7.1 18 16 
12th 13.6 7.2 18 17 
14th 13.6 6.5 14 17 
13th 15.5 10.9 8 19 
5th 17.3 7.4 9 20 
9th 20.7 6.7 7 21 
8th 25.8 5.7 4 22 

Distriot: 
Cook Co. 9.2 5.3 1,278 1 
Northern 10.3 5.7 110 2 
Southern 11.6 5.6 45 3 
Central 13.0 6.7 61 4 
N. Central 14.1 7.4 71 5 

Region: 
Cook Co. 9.2 5.3 1,278 1 
Downstate 12.0 6.5 287 2 

Statewide 9.7 5.7 1,565 
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Table 40 

Mean Sentence Imposed in Years 
By Judicial Circuit, District, and Region 

Class 1 
Residential Burglary 

Std. 1994 
Circuit Mean Dev. Cases Rank 

13th 5.0 1.0 7 1 
7th 5.2 2.0 43 2 
9th 5.7 1.8 13 3 
18th 5.8 2.2 36 4 
1st 5.8 2.2 28 4 
11th 5.9 2.2 16 6 
16th 5.9 1.7 38 6 
17th 5.9 2.3 55 6 
14th 6.0 2.6 37 9 
22nd 6.0 2.6 599 9 
6th 6.0 2.5 41 9 
20th 6.1 2...9 40 12 
3rd 6.2 2.7 - 60 13 
21st 6.3 2.4 11 14 
2nd 6.3 2.8 21 14 
10th 6.8 3.7 20 16 
4th 6.8 4.1 22 16 
12th 6.9 2.4 21 18 
19th 7.1 2.3 22 19 
5th 7.3 3.3 12 20 
8th 7.9 4.1 14 21 
15th 8.0 3.8 35 22 

District: 
Central 6.0 2.7 126 1 
Cook Co. 6.0 2.6 599 1 
Southern 6.2 2.9 171 3 
N. Central 6.3 2.7 109 4 
Northern 6.4 2.7 186 5 

Region: 
Cook Co. 6.0 2.6 599 1 
Downstate 6.2 2.7 592 2 

Statewide 6.1 2.7 1,191 
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Table 41 

Mean Sentence Imposed in Years 
By Judicial Circuit, District, and Region 

Class 1 Manufacture or Delivery 
of a Controlled Substance 

Std. 1994 
Circuit Mean Dev. Cases Rank 

7th 4.2 0.4 6 1 
13th 4.3 0.6 13 2 
21st 4.4 0.9 5 3 
12th 4.7 1.1 23 4 
3rd 4.7 0.9 13 4 
22nd 4.8 1.3 1,272 6 
18th 5.0 1.3 29 7 
20th 5.0 1.5 7 7 
11th . 5.3 2.5 21 9 
6th 5.3 1.5 32 9 
9th 5.3 1.2 6 9 
14th 5.4 1.2 13 12 
15th 5.4 2.0 16 12 
16th 5.5 1.5 29 14 
2nd 5.5 2.1 2 14 
5th 5.5 1.4 10 14 
19th 5.8 2.5 43 17 
17th 6.0 2.3 24 18 
10th 6.1 2.7 7 19 
8th 6.3 1.5 3 20 
4th 6.8 3.0 8 21 
1st 7.3 3.2 6 22 

District: 
Cook Co. 4.8 1.3 1,272 1 
N. Central 5.0 1.3 67 2 
Central 5.3 1.8 72 3 
Northern 5.6 2.0 141 4 
Southern 5.7 2.3 36 5 

Region: 
Cook Co. 4.8 1.3 1,272 1 
Downstate 5.4 1.9 316 2 

Statewide 4.9 1.5 1,588 
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Table 42 

Mean Sentence Imposed in Years 
By JUdicial Circuit, District, and Region 

Class 1 Controlled Substance 
Delivery to Persons Under 18 

Circuit Mean 

13th 0.0 
17th 0.0 
1st 0.0 
21st 0.0 
2nd 0.0 
5th 0.0 
8th 0.0 
19th 4.0 
20th 4.0 
7th 4.0 
15th 4.1 
11th 4.5 
12th 4.5 
4th 4.6 
22nd 4.7 
3rd 4.8 
6th 4.8 
16th 5.0 
14th 5.1 
10th 6.0 
18th 6.0 
9th 8.0 

District: 
Central 4.6 
Northern 4.6 
Southern 4.6 
Cook Co. 4.7 
N. Central 5.2 

Region: 
Cook Co. 4.7 
Downstate 4.9 

Statewide 4.8 
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Std. 

Dev. 

0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 . 
0.0 
0.4 
0.7 
0.7 
0.9 
1.2 
1.8 
1.3 
1.4 
2.1 
2.3 
0.0 
0.0 

1.1 
1.1 
1.2 
1.2 
1.9 

1.2 
1.6 

1.3 

Cases 

1 
1 
1 
8 
2 

11 
8 

379 
5 
5 
8 

15 
10 

1 
1 

8 
18 
14 

379 
37 

379 
77 

456 

1994 
Rank 

1 
1 
1 
4 
5 
5 
7 
8 
9 
9 

11 
12 
13 
13 
15 

1 
1 
1 
4 
5 

1 
2 
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Table 43 

Mean Sentence Imposed in Years 
By Judicial Circuit, District, and Region 

Class 1 Possession of a 
Controlled Substance 

Std. 1994 
Circuit Mean Dev. Cases Rank 

12th 0.0 0.0 - --
4th 0.0 0.0 --- ----
15th 4.0 0.0 1 1 
18th 4.0 0.0 2 1 
20th 4.3 0.6 3 3 
10th 4.5 1.0 4 4 
6th 4.7 1.0 6 5 
11th 5.0 1.0 3 6 
14th 5.0 1.7 3 6 
16th 5.4 1.3 9 8 
22nd 5.5 1.8 207 9 
5th 5.8 1.7 4 10 
8th 5.8 1.1 2 10 
13th 6.0 0.0 1 12 
1 st 6.0 0.0 1 12 
21st 6.0 0.0 2 12 
17th 6.4 2.2 7 15 
19th 6.9 3.2 7 16 
2nd 7.0 4.2 2 17 
7th 8.0 0.0 1 18 
3rd 10.0 0.0 1 19 
9th 10.7 3.8 3 20 

District: 
Central 5.3 1.4 16 1 
Cook Co. 5.5 1.8 207 2 
Northern 5.9 2.3 26 3 
Southern 6.1 2.7 7 4 
N. Central 6.4 3.1 13 5 

Region: 
Cook Co. 5.5 1.8 207 1 
Downstate 5.9 2.3 62 2 

Statewide 5.6 2.0 269 

I 
I 
I 
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I 
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Table 44 

Mean Sentence Imposed in Years 
By Judicial Circuit, District, and Region 

Other Class 1 

Std. 1994 
Circuit Mean Dev. Cases Renk 

21st 5.0 1.3 7 1 
7th 5.9 1.9 17 2 
16th 6.1 2.1 54 3 
15th 6.2 2.4 13 4 
6th 6.4 2.8 33 5 
3rd 6.7 2.5 22 6 
9th 6.7 3.8 20 6 
11th 6.8 2.7 53 8 
17th 6.8 3.2 24 8 
2nd 6.9 2.5 7 10 
22nd 7.0 3.4 760 11 
12th 7.1 4.0 37 12 
13th 7.1 3.3 9 12 
14th 7.3 3.3 25 14 
20th 7.5 3.7 31 15 
4th 7.6 4.4 33 16 
18th 7.7 4.6 10 17 
19th 1'.7 3.2 44 17 
1st 7.9 2.9 14 19 
10th 8.1 3.5 36 20 
8th 8.3 4.1 7 21 
5th 8.4 2.8 14 22 

District: 
Central 6.8 2.8 124 1 
Northern 6.8 2.9 145 1 
Cook Co. 7.0 3.4 760 3 
N. Central 7.2 3.6 134 4 
Southern 7.4 3.5 107 5 

Region: 
Cook Co. 7.0 3.4 760 1 
Downstate 7.0 3.2 510 1 

" 

Statewide 7.0 3.3 1,270 

1994 Statisocai Presentation - Illinois Department o/Corrections 

Table 45 

Mean Sentence Imposed in Years 
By Judicial Circuit, District, and Region 

Class 2 
Burglary 

Std. 1994 
Circuit Mean Dev. Cases Rank 

20th 3.9 1.2 54 1 
22nd 3.9 1.2 1,320 1 
4th 3.9 1.2 81 1 
12th 4.0 1.3 41 4 
3rd 4.0 1.2 66 4 
7th 4.0 1.1 44 4 
10th 4.1 1.2 68 7 
14th 4.1 1.2 93 7 
13th 4.2 1.2 24 9 
16th 4.2 1.2 77 9 
19th 4.2 1.2 114 9 
21st 4.2 1.3 23 9 
2nd 4.2 1.2 46 9 
17th 4.3 1.1 39 14 
1st 4.3 1.3 44 14 
6th 4.3 1.2 108 14 
8th 4.3 1.1 34 14 
9th 4.3 1.3 33 14 
11th 4.4 1.1 56 19 
5th 4.4 1.2 48 19 
18th 4.6 1.4 80 21 
15th 4.7 1.4 84 22 

District: 
Cook Co. 3.9 1.2 1,320 1 
Southern 4.0 1.2 291 2 
N. Central 4.1 1.2 282 3 
Central 4.3 1.2 290 4 
Northern 4.4 1.3 394 5 

Region: 
Cook Co. 3.9 1.2 1,320 1 
Downstate 4.2 1.2 1,257 2 

Statewide 4.1 1.2 2,577 
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Table 46 Table 47 

Mean Sentence Imposed in Years Mean Sentence Imposed in Years 
By Judicia! Circuit, District, and Region By Judicial Circuit, District, and Region 

Class ~ Class 2 
Robbery Motor Vehicle Theft 

Std. 1994 Std. 1994 
Circuit Mean Dev. Cases Rank Circuit Mean Dev. Cases Rank 

13th 3.0 0.0 1 1 11th 3.0 0.0 1 1 
9th 3.7 0.6 3 2 15th 3.0 0.0 1 1 
4th 3.8 1.0 4 3 8th 3.0 0.0 1 1 
16th 3.9 1.3 32 4 21st 3.5 1.2 6 4 
12th 4.0 1.3 18 5 6th 3.5 0.7 2 4 
8th 4.0 0.0 1 5 3rd 3.7 1.0 19 6 
6th 4.2 1.3 25 7 4th 3.7 1.0 7 6 
11th 4.3 1.4 7 8 16th 3.8 0.9 32 8 
18th 4.3 1.6 16 8 20th 3.8 1.0 26 8 
10th 4.4 1.1 18 10 9th 3.S 1.0 4 8 
22nd 4.4 1.4 663 10 12th 3.9 1.1 15 11 
15th 4.5 2.1 2 12 22nd 3.9 1.2 836 11 
2nd 4.5 0.7 2 12 13th 4.0 1.0 11 13 
17th 4.6 1.3 15 14 1st 4.0 0.0 1 13 
19th 4.7 1.1 20 15 17th 4.1 1.3 10 15 
20th 4.7 1.4 19 15 14th 4.2 1.5 16 16 
7th 4.8 1.2 19 17 7th 4.2 1.3 13 16 
21st 4.9 1.4 10 18 18th 4.3 1.3 34 18 
3rd 5.0 1.4 12 19 19th 4.3 1.1 32 18 
14th 5.1 1.6 10 20 10th 4.5 1.3 17 20 
5th 5.2 1.4 8 21 2nd 4.9 1.4 9 21 
1st 5.4 1.4 7 22 5th 5.0 0.0 1 22 

District: District: 
Northern 4.3 1.3 65 1 Cook Co. 3.9 1.2 836 1 
Cook Co. 4.4 1.4 663 2 Southern 3.9 1.1 62 1 
N. Central 4.4 1.3 60 2 Central 4.0 1.2 18 3 
Central 4.5 1.3 60 4 N. Central 4.1 1.3 69 4 
Southern 4.8 1.4 44 5 Northern 4.1 1.1 109 4 

Region: Region: 
Cook Co. 4.4 1.4 663 1 Cook Co. 3.9 1.2 836 1 
Downstate 4.5 1.3 249 2 o own statr} 4.0 1.2 258 2 

Statewide 4.4 1.4 912 Statewid/~ 3.9 1.2 1,094 
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Table 48 

Mean Sentence Imposed in Years 
By Judicial Circuit, District, and Region 

Class 2 Manufacture or Delivery 
of a Controlled Substance 

Std. 1994 
Circuit Mean Dev. Cases Rank 

19th 3.2 0.4 13 1 
21st ~.3 0.5 4 2 
4th 3.3 0.6 3 2 
12th 3.4 0.7 24 4 
17th 3.6 0.9 8 5 
7th 3.6 0.7 8 5 
18th 3.7 1.0 14 7 
20th 3.7 0.9 18 7 
6th 3.7 0.9 39 7 
13th 3.B 0.8 5 10 
22nd 3.8 1.1 2,670 10 
2nd 3.8 1.1 2 10 
14th 3.9 0.8 13 13 
16th 3.9 1.2 22 13 
10th 4.0 0.7 6 15 
15th 4.0 1.4 4 15 
9th 4.1 1.1 15 17 
3rd 4.2 1.5 19 18 
5th 4.6 1.3 8 19 
11th 4.8 1.0 13 20 
8th 4.8 0.7 6 20 
1st 5.7 1.6 7 22 

District: 
N. Gentral 3.7 0.8 67 1 
Northern 3.7 1.0 61 1 
Cook Co. 3.8 1.1 2,670 3 
Central 4.1 1.0 74 4 
Southern 4.2 1.4 49 5 

Re!7ion: 
Cook Co. 3.8 1.1 2,670 1 
Downstate 3.9 1.1 251 2 

Statewide 3.8 1.1 2,921 

1994 Statistical Presentation - IlIlnais Depanment o/Correct/ons 

Table 49 

Mean Sentence Imposed in Years 
By Judicial Circuit, District, and Region 

Class 2 Aggravated Criminal 
Sexual Abuse 

Std. 1994 
Circuff Mean Dev. Cases Rank 

12th 3.8 1.0 6 1 
5th 3.8 0.9 10 1 
19th 3.9 1.0 13 3 
1st 3.9 1.0 12 3 
9th 4.0 1.2 7 5 
17th 4.2 1.7 9 6 
2nd 4.2 1.2 6 6 
15th 4.3 1.5 21 8 
20th 4.3 1.6 9 8 
7th 4.3 1.4 9 8 
4th 4.4 1.4 23 11 
14th 4.7 1.5 17 12 
18th 4.7 1.5 7 12 
10th 4.8 1.5 22 14 
22nd 4.8 1.5 57 14 
6th 4.9 1.7 16 16 
11th 5.0 1.2 20 17 
16th 5.0 1.6 23 17 
21st 5.0 0.0 1 17 
8th 5.1 1.4 14 20 
13th 5.5 1.3 4 21 
3rd 6.0 1.2 5 22 

District: 
Southern 4.4 1.4 55 1 
Northern 4.5 1.5 73 2 
N. Central 4.6 1.4 57 3 
Central 4.7 1.4 69 4 
Cook Co. 4.8 1.5 57 5 

Region: 
Downstate 4.6 1.4 254 1 
Cook Co. 4.8 1.5 5; 2 

Statewide 4.6 1.4 311 
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Table 50 

Mean Sentence Imposed in Years 
By Judicial Circuit, District, and Region 

Other Class 2 

Std. 1994 
Circuit Mean Dev. Cases Rank 

20th 3.6 0.8 10 1 
1st 3.8 1.0 10 2 
2nd 4.0 1.4 10 3 
10th 4.1 1.5 9 4 
12th 4.1 1.2 17 4 
6th 4.1 1.2 16 4 
11th 4.2 1.5 12 7 
7th 4.2 1.0 9 7 
16th 4.3 1.2 10 9 
22nd 4.3 1.3 272 9 
17th 4.4 1.2 8 11 
18th 4.5 1.4 27 12 
19th 4.5 1.5 17 12 
8th 4.5 0.8 6 12 
13th 4.6 1.6 10 15 
5th 4.6 1.6 16 15 
9th 4.6 1.6 11 15 
14th 4.9 1.6 24 18 
4th 4.9 1.6 25 18 
15th 5.0 1.4 16 20 
21st 5.0 1.4 4 20 
3rd 5.1 1.5 16 22 

District: 
Central 4.3 1.3 59 1 
Cook Co. 4.3 1.3 272 1 
N. Central 4.5 1.5 75 3 
Northern 4.5 1.4 78 3 
Southern 4.5 1.5 71 3 

Region: 
Cook Co. 4.3 1.3 272 1 
Downstate 4.5 1.4 283 2 

Statewide 4.4 1.4 555 
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Table 51 

Mean Sentence Imposed in Years 
By Judicial Circuit, District, and Region 

Class 3 
Aggravated Battery 

Std. 1994 
Circuit Mean Dev. Cases Rank 

15th 2.5 1.0 12 1 
13th 2.6 0.8 7 2 
12th 2.7 0.9 85 3 
9th 2.7 0.9 26 3 
16th 2.9 0.8 48 5 
6th 2.9 0.9 63 5 
2nd 3.0 1.0 19 7 
4th 3.0 1.0 32 7 
5th 3.0 0.8 21 7 
20th 3.1 1 .. 

.1 18 10 
3rd 3.1 1.3 24 10 
7th 3.1 1.1 24 10 
10th 3.2 1.1 21 13 
18th 3.2 1.2 22 13 
14th 3.3 1.4 22 15 
19th 3.3 0.9 52 15 
21st 3.3 1.3 7 15 
11th 3.4 1.0 59 18 
1st 3.4 1.1 42 18 
22nd 3.5 1.1 401 20 
17th 3.6 0.9 20 21 
8th 3.6 0.9 24 21 

District: 
N. Central 2.9 1.0 168 1 
Northern 3.1 1.0 154 2 
Southern 3.1 1.1 135 2 
Central 3.2 1.0 191 4 
Cook Co. 3.6 1.1 401 5 

Region: 
Downstate 3.1 1.0 648 1 
Cook Co. 3.6 1.1 401 2 

Statewide 3.3 1.1 1,049 
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Table 52 

Mean Sentence Imposed in Years 
By Judicial Circuit, District, and Region 

Class 3 
Forgery 

Std. 1994 
Circuft Mean Dev. Cases Rank 

7th 2.5 0.9 23 1 
22nd 2.6 0.9 246 2 
15th 2.7 0.8 42 3 
9th 2.7 0.9 24 3 
20th 2.8 1.2 14 5 
6th 2.8 0.9 43 5 
10th 3.0 1.0 23 7 
14th 3.0 0.9 38 7 
4th 3.0 1.0 21 7 
13th 3.2 1.5 6 10 
18th 3.2 1.2 80 10 
2nd 3.2 1.2 15 10 
16th 3.3 1.0 46 13 
17th 3.3 1.0 16 13 
1 st 3.3 1.1 16 13 
12th 3.4 1.4 17 16 
11th 3.5 0.9 53 17 
19th 3.5 1.0 47 17 
8th 3.5 1.1 18 17 
3rd 3.6 1.2 32 20 
5th 3.S 1.0 17 20 
21st 3.8 1.3 11 22 

District: 
Cook Co. 2.6 0.9 246 1 
N. Central 3.1 1.1 119 ·2 
Central 3.2 1.0 154 3 
Northern 3.2 1.1 231 3 
Southern 3.3 1.1 98 5 

Region: 
Cook Co. 2.6 0.9 246 1 
Downstate 3.2 1.1 602 2 

Statewide 3.0 1.0 848 

1994 Statistical Presentation - Illmois Department o/Corrections 

Table 53 

Mean Sentence Imposed in Years 
By Judicial Circuit, District, and Region 

Class 3 Manufacture or Delivery 
of a Controlled Substance 

Std. 1994 
Circuft Mean Dev. Cases Rank 

14th 0.0 0.0 - ----
15th 0.0 0.0 -- --
16th 0.0 0.0 - ---
17th 0.0 0.0 -- --
1st 0.0 0.0 --- --
5th 0.0 0.0 --- ---
10th 2.0 0.0 1 1 
12th 2.0 0.0 1 1 
3rd 2.0 0.0 1 1 
4th 2.0 0.0 1 1 
18th 2.5 0.7 2 5 
6th 3.0 0.0 2 6 
7th 3.0 0.0 2 6 
9th 3.0 0.0 1 6 
22nd 3.1 0.9 84 9 
8th 3.2 0.4 5 10 
19th 3.5 0.0 1 11 
11th 4.0 0.0 1 12 
13th 4.0 0.0 1 12 
20th 4.0 0.0 1 12 
21st 4.0 0.0 1 12 
2nd 4.0 1.0 3 12 

District: 
Northern 2.8 0.8 3 1 
N. Central 3.0 1.0 5 2 
Cook Co. 3.1 0.9 84 3 
Central 3.2 0.4 10 4 
Southern 3.3 1.2 6 5 

Region: 
Cook Co. 3.1 0.9 84 1 
Downstate 3.1 0.8 24 1 

Statewide 3.1 ,0.9 108 
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Table 54 

Mean Sentence Imposed in Years 
By JUdicial Circuit, District, and Region 

Class 3 
Retail Theft 

Std. 1994 
Circuit Mean Dev. Cases Rank 

8th 0.0 0.0 - ---
9th 0.0 0.0 -- ---
20th 2.0 0.0 3 1 
12th 2.2 0.4 5 2 
11th 2.3 0.4 16 3 
13th 2.3 0.4 2 3 
17th 2.4 0.4 15 5 
15th 2.5 0.4 6 6 
22nd 2.5 0.7 371 6 
3rd 2.6 0.7 11 8 
16th 2.7 0.9 28 9 
21st 2.7 0.6 6 9 
18th 2.8 1.0 123 11 
19th 2.9 0.9 45 12 
10th 3.0 0.7 13 13 
1 st 3.0 1.0 3 13 
4th 3.0 1.4 2 13 
5th 3.0 0.0 2 13 
6th 3.0 0.8 10 13 
14th 3.2 1.2 6 18 
7th 3.2 1.3 6 18 
2nd 4.0 0.0 1 20 

District: 
Cook Co. 2.5 0.7 371 1 
Central 2.7 0.8 34 2 
Southern 2.7 0.8 20 2 
N. Central 2.8 0.8 32 4 
Northern 2.8 0.9 217 4 

Region: 
Cook Co. 2.5 0.7 371 1 
Downstate 2.8 0.9 303 2 

Statewide 2.6 0.8 674 
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Table 55 

Mean Sentence Imposed in Years 
By JUdicial Circuit, District, and Region 

Class 3 
Theft 

Std. 1994 
Circuit Mean Dev. Cases Rank 

12th 2.4 0.6 25 1 
17th 2.8 0.9 20 2 
9th 2.8 1.0 12 2 
14th 2.9 0.9 48 4 
18th 2.9 1.0 48 4 
22nd 2.9 0.9 393 4 
6th 2.9 0.9 58 4 
16th 3.0 0.9 33 8 
21st 3.0 0.9 15 8 
7th 3.1 1.1 29 10 
20th 3.2 1.2 23 11 
3rd 3.2 1.1 15 11 
10th 3.3 1.0 21 13 
13th 3.3 0.6 3 13 
19th 3.3 1.0 81 13 
4th 3.3 1.2 29 13 
5th 3.3 1.2 20 13 
11th 3.4 0.8 30 18 
15th 3.4 1.2 27 18 
1st 3.6 1.2 29 20 
2nd 3.6 1.2 36 20 
8th 3.8 0.9 15 22 

District: 
Cook Co. 2.9 0.9 393 1 
N. Central 2.9 0.9 124 1 
Northern 3.1 1.0 209 3 
Central 3.2 1.0 152 4 
Southern 3.4 1.2 132 5 

Region: 
Cook Co. 2.9 0.9 393 1 
Downstate 3.1 1.0 617 2 

Statewide 3.0 1.0 1,010 
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Table 56 

Mean Sentence Imposed in Years 
By Judicial Circuit, District, and Region 

Class 3 
UUW/UUW by a Felon 

Std. 1994 
Circuit Mean Dev. Cases Rank 

2nd 2.3 0.5 4 1 
12th 2.4 0.8 77 2 
18th 2.4 0.4 8 2 
20th 2.4 0.6 9 2 
13th 2.5 0.9 3 5 
3rd 2.6 0.7 7 6 
4th 2.6 0.9 21 6 
22nd 2.9 1.0 1,396 8 
7th 2.9 '1.1 13 8 
1st 3.0 1.7 3 10 
17th 3.1 1.0 15 11 
21st 3.1 1.0 13 11 
5th 3.1 0.9 15 11 
6th 3.1 1.1 25 11 
10th 3.2 0.9 25 15 
19th 3.2 1.1 25 15 
14·th 3.3 1.0 14 17 
16th 3.3 1.1 40 17 
15th 3.9 1.1 9 19 
8th 3.9 1.1 5 19 
11th 4.0 1.0 3 21 
9th 4.1 1.1 10 22 

District: 
Southern 2.6 0.8 44 1 
N. Central 2.8 1.0 142 2 
Cook Co. 2.9 1.0 1,396 3 
Central 3.1 1.1 61 4 
Northern 3.2 1.1 97 5 

Region: 
Cook Co. 2.9 1.0 1,396 1 
Dovfflstate 2.9 1.0 344 1 

Statewide 2.9 1.0 1,740 

J 994 Statisncal Presentation - IllinoIs Department ofCorrecnons 

Table 57 

Mean Sentence Imposed in Years 
By JUdicial Circuit, District, and Region 

Other Class 3 

Std. 1994 
Circuit Mean Dev, Cases Rank 

13th 2.4 0.8 15 1 
7th 2.6 0.7 31 2 
12th 2.6 1.0 28 2 
2nd 2.7 0.7 24 4 
6th 2.9 1.0 49 5 
9th 2.9 0.7 28 5 
3rd 3.0 1.0 18 7 
14th 3.0 0.9 30 7 
16th 3.0 1.0 46 7 
19th 3.0 1.0 40 7 
4th 3.1 1.2 56 11 
15th 3.1 1.2 15 11 
20th 3.1 1.1 37 11 
22nd 3.1 1.1 561 11 
5th 3.2 1.0 23 15 
8th 3.2 1.0 13 15 
10th 3.2 1.0 19 15 
18th 3.2 1.0 14 15 
1st 3.3 1.2 32 19 
17th 3.3 1.2 20 19 
21st 3.3 1.4 7 19 
11th 3.5 1.0 46 22 

District: 
N. Central 2.9 0.9 127 1 
Central 3.1 1.0 162 2 
Cook Co. 3.1 1.1 561 2 
Northern 3.1 1.0 135 2 
Southern 3.1 1.1 167 2 

Region: 
Downstate 3.0 . 1.0 591 1 
Cook Co. 3.1 1.1 561 2 

Statewide 3.1 1.0 1,152 
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Table S8 

Mean Sentence Imposed in Years 
By Judicial Circuit, District, and Region 

Class 4 
Driving Offenses* 

Std. 1994 
Circuit Mean Dev. Cases Rank 

21st 0.0 0.0 ---- --
18th 1.6 0.6 54 1 
7th 1.6 0.7 13 1 
13th 1.7 0.7 21 3 
15th 1.8 0.6 9 4 
14th 1.9 0.7 47 5 
1st 1.9 0.7 14 5 
22nd 1.9 0.8 63 5 
6th 1.9 0.5 22 -S 
12th 2.0 0.7 8 9 
16th 2.0 0.7 13 9 
20th 2.0 0.7 31 9 
2nd 2.0 0.8 35 9 
3rd 2.0 0.7 13 9 
4th 2.0 0.7 36 9 
11th 2.1 0.7 25 15 
19th 2.3 0.6 39 16 
8th 2.4 0.6 19 17 
9th 2.4 0.7 11 17 
10th 2.5 0.5 28 19 
17th 2.5 0.5 3 19 
5th 2.5 0.6 10 19 

District: 
Cook Co. 1.9 0.8 63 1 
Northern 1.9 O.S 118 1 
Southern 2.0 0.7 129 3 
Central 2.1 0.7 89 4 
N. Central 2.1 0.7 115 4 

Region: 
Cook Co. 1.9 0.8 63 1 
Downstate 2.0 0.7 451 2 

Statewide 2.0 0.7 514 

*Drive while under the influence and 
Driving with a Suspended License 
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Table S9 

Mean Sentence Imposed in Years 
By Judicial Circuit, District, and Region 

Class 4 Possession of a 
Controlled Substance 

std. 1994 
Circuit Mean Dev. Cases Rank 

13th 1.5 0.7 7 1 
20th 1.5 0.6 20 1 
22nd 1.6 0.7 4,021 3 
7th 1.6 0.6 45 3 
18th 1.7 0.7 48 5 
14th 1.8 0.7 39 6 
12th 1.9 0.7 38 7 
17th 2.0 0.7 12 8 
4th 2.0 0.7 9 8 
6th 2.0 0.6 63 8 
15th 2.1 0.8 9 11 
16th 2.1 0.7 88 11 
21st 2.1 0.8 17 11 
2nd 2.1 0.9 5 11 
3rd 2.1 0.8 60 11 
19th 2.2 0.6 128 16 
1st 2.2 0.6 11 16 
5th 2.3 0.8 6 18 
10th 2.4 0.6 33 19 
11th 2.5 0.7 15 20 
9th 2.5 Q.7 10 20 
8th 2.7 0.4 5 22 

District: 
Cook Co. 1.6 0.7 4,021 1 
Central 1.9 0.7 134 2 
N. Central 2.0 0.7 144 3 
Southern 2.0 0.8 105 3 
Northern 2.1 0.7 285 5 

Region: 
Cook Co. 1.6 0.7 4,021 1 
Downstate 2.0 0.7 668 2 

Statewide 1.7 0.8 4,689 
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Table 60 

Mean Sentence Imposed in Years 
By Judicial Circuit, District, and Region 

Class 4 
Retail Theft 

Std. 1994 
Circuit Mean bev. Cases Rank 

9th 1.0 0.0 1 1 
21st 1.5 0.5 5 2 
14th 1.8 0.8 13 3 
22nd 1.8 0.6 179 3 
5th 1.8 0.6 10 3 
12th 1.9 0.7 35 6 
15th 1.9 0.5 17 6 
16th 1.9 0.5 18 6 
18th 1.9 0.5 51 . 6 
3rd 1.9 0.7 29 6 
6th 1.9 0.6 64 6 
7th 1.9 0.8 14 6 
13th 2.0 0.0 2 13 
2nd 2.0 1.0 3 13 
10th 2.1 0.6 26 15 
15t 2.1 0.7 12 15 
20th 2.1 0.8 11 15 
4th 2.3 1.0 4 18 
19th 2.4 0.5 19 19 
11th 2.6 0.6 21 20 
8th 2.6 0.5 4 20 
17th 2.9 0.3 4 22 

District: 
Cook Co. 1.8 0.6 179 1 
N. Central 1.9 0.7 82 2 
Central 2.0 0.7 113 3 
Northern 2.0 0.6 109 3 
Southern 2.0 0.7 59 3 

Region: 
Cook Co. 1.8 0.6 179 1 
Downstate 2.0 0.7 363 2 

Statewide 1.9 0.6 542 
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Table 61 

Mean Sentence Imposed in Years 
By Judicial Circuit, District, and Region 

Class 4 
Theft 

Std. 1994 
Circuit Mean Dev. Cases Rank 

13th 1.5 0.0 1 1 
20th 1.7 0.6 66 2 
12th 1.9 0.9 9 3 
14th 2.0 0.8 10 4 
5th 2.0 0.9 5 4 
4th 2.1 0.7 14 6 
16th 2.2 0.7 8 7 
6th 2.2 0.6 50 7 
10th 2.3 0.6 16 9 
18th 2.3 0.7 11 9 
19th 2.3 0.8 9 9 
1st 2.3 0.6 3 9 
22nd 2.3 0.5 42 9 
3rd 2.3 0.5 16 9 
9th 2.3 0.5 12 9 
11th 2.4 0.8 9 16 
21st 2.5 0.7 2 17 
2nd 2.6 0.5 4- 18 
7th 2.6 0.6 14 18 
15th 3.0 0.0 3 20 
17th 3.0 0.0 1 20 
8th 3.0 0.0 5 20 

District: 
Southern 1.9 0.7 103 1 
N. Central 2.2 0.7 50 2 
Central 2.3 0.7 83 3 
Cook Co. 2.3 0.5 42 3 
Northern 2.3 0.7 32 3 

Region: 
Downstate 2.1 0.7 268 1 
Cook Co. 2.3 0.5 42 2 

Statewide 2.1 0.7 310 
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Table 62 

Mean Sentence Imposed in Years 
By Judicial Circuit, District, and Region 

Other Class 4 

Std. 1994 
Circuit Mean Dev. Cases Rank 

12th 1.7 0.7 23 1 
20th 1.7 0.8 25 1 
18th 1.8 0.7 94 3 
13th 1.9 0.9 29 4 
21st 1.9 0.9 16 4 
6th 1.9 0.6 111 4 
15th 2.0 0.8 31 7 
22nd 2.0 0.8 336 7 
7th 2.0 0.8 48 7 
16th 2.1 0.7 65 10 
2nd 2.1 0.7 32 10 
4th 2.1 0.8 79 10 
9th 2.1 0.7 34 10 
14th 2.2 0.7 72 14 
17th 2.2 0.7 15 14 
19th 2.2 0.7 Hl5 14 
10th 2.3 0.6 57 17 
11th 2.4 0.7 75 18 
1 st 2.4 0.7 48 18 
3rd 2.4 0.7 30 18 
5th 2.5 0.6 41 21 
8th 2.5 0.6 38 21 

District: 
Cook Co. 2.0 0.8 336 1 
Northern 2.0 0.7 310 1 
N. Central 2.1 0.7 231 3 
Central 2.2 0.7 313 4 
Southern 2.2 0.8 214 4 

Region: 
Cook Co. 2.0 0.8 336 1 
Downstate 2.1 0.7 1,068 2 

Statewide 2.1 0.8 1,404 
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Appendix A: 
Illinois 

. Sentencing 
Practices 

Comparison 
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I-l 
I-l 
UI 

- -

Offense Class 
Selected Offenses 

Murder 
First Degree Murder 

Rape I Agg. CrimInal 
Sexual Assault 

Attempted Murder 
Armed Robbery 
other Class X 

ResIdential Burglary 
other Class 1 

Robbery 
Burglary 
other Class 2 

Aggravated Battery 
Theil 
Forgery 
other Class 3 

Class 4 

.. - - - - - - - - - -
-

Appendix A : illinois Sentencing Pn,ctices Cll)mparlson - Indeterminate I Determinate 

Indslerm/nate Detenninate 

Sentence Average Average Shorlest Longest Sentence Avetage Shorlest 

(1977 - 1978) Minimum Maximum Minimum Max/mum (1994) Sentence Sentence 

Death or 39.2 81.1 14.0 1,000 Death or 30.2 20.0 

Mandatory Mandatory 36.1 20.0 

Imprisonment Imprisonment 

Minimum: 14 Years MInimum: 20 years 

Maximum: No limIt MaxImum: 40 I 60 years 

--
r 9.9 201 1.0 600 Mandalory ImprIsonment 13.1 60 

NoSanclion 9.B 20B 1.0 100 MInImum: 6 years 14.1 60 
6.0 11.6 1.0 200 MaxImum: 30 years 12.4 60 
1.1 16.2 1.0 200 9.4 6.0 

NoSancUon Mandatory Imprisonment 6.1 40 

Imprisonment 1.4 14.8 1.0 200 Minimum: <I years 5.1 40 

MInImum: 4 years Maximum: 15 years 

MaxImum: No limit 

!mprlsonment I.B 52 1.0 25 Imprisonment 4.4 30 

MInImum: 1 year 1.6 4.9 10 50 MInImum: 3 years 4.1 30 

MaxImum: 20 years I.B 5.4 1.0 20 Maximum: 1 yea IS 3.9 3.0 

Imprisonment 2.6 7.3 to 600 Imprisonment 3.3 2.0 

MInImum: 1 year 1.4 3.9 to 20 MinImum: 2 years 3.0 20 

Maximum: 10 years 1.5 4.B to 10 MaxImum: 5 years 3.0 2.0 

2.2 6.0 1.0 150 29 2.0 

Imprisonment ImprIsonment 

Minimum: 1 year 1.4 3.3 1.0 24 Minimum: 1 year I.B 1.0 

MaxImum: 10 years Maximum: 3 years 

- -

Longest 
Sentence 

40.0 
60.0 

30.0 
30.0 
30.0 
30.0 

15.0 
I 15.0 

1.0 
1.0 
1.0 I 
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5.0 
5.0 
5.0 
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General Methodology 

Each ofi'mse presented in this report is followed by a reference to the class of offense as categorized in 
the Illinois Criminal Sentencing Code. All offenses refer to offense categories enacted with detenninate 
sentencing legislation as of February 1, 1978. 

The most relevant offenses, usually emphasized based on prevalence of cases, have been selected for 
presentation. Also, as a result of new laws in TIlinois (Criminal Sexual Assault, Residential Burglary, Class 2 
Motor Vehicle Theft, Unlawful Use of a Weapon by a Felon), changes in the statutes (revised Manufacture or 
Delivery of a Controlled Substance statutes), or more use of prison sentences (Retail Theft, Driving With a 
Suspended License) during the past few years, new offenses have been added to or aggregated within some tables. 

Effective July 1, 1987, Murder was changed to First Degree Murder (Chapter 720 ILCS 5/9-J.), 
Attempted Murder was renamed Attempted First Degree Murder (Chapter 720 ILCS 5/8-4-c-l) and Voluntary 
Manslaughter was changed to Second Degree Murder (Chapter 720 ILCS 5/9-2) (public Act 84-1450). Changes 
were also made in the definition of the First Degree Murder and Second Degree Murder offenses. For First Degree 
Murder, the maximum sentence was increased from 40 years to 60 years; the extended tenn was lengthened from 
80 years to 100 years. Attempted First Degree Murder remains a Class X offense and Second Degree Murder 
remains a Class 1 offense. These new offenses are reported beginning with 1987 data. 

Offenses have been categorized into offense classes to indicate the relative seriousness of the crimes 
committed by offenders sentenced to prison in Illinois. Another method is to group them into the categories of 
crimes again'lt a person, property crimes, drug offenses, and sex offenses (offense types). Offenses were classified 
into ili.~s~ categories as determined by the Unifonn Crime Reporting systems used by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation and Illinois State Police. 

Crimes against a person include battery, robbery, armed violence, weapons offenses, and those offenses 
which implied a high risk of personal injury. Property crimes include burglary, theft, and various types of fraud. 
Drug offenses include any manufacture, delivery, or possession of a controlled substance or cannabis. Sex 
offenses include rape, criminal sexual assault or abuse, and other such crimes. The miscellaneous offenses are 
those not included in the above categories, such as disorderly conduct, gambling, escape, bail bond violation, 
obstructing justice, bringing contraband into a penal institution, and business offenses. Generally, crimes against 
a person and assaultive sex offenses are classified as "violent crimes." 

Inmates are sentenced to prison in two ways. Determinate sentences are designated fixed sentences 
derived from a range established by statute for each offense class (730 ILCS 5/5-8-1). Inmates have a 
predetermined release date which is calculated from their date of admission, sentence length, and good time 
credits. Indeterminate sentences have a minimwn and maximum range established by the sentencing judge. 
Inmates are released after a detennination is made by the Prisoner Review Board. Only offenders who committed 
their crime before February-I, 1978-weuldhave received an· indeterminate sentence. Some inmates who were 
given an indeterminate sentence opted to choose a sentence with a set release date when the indetenninate 
sentencing structure was implemented. 

Inmates sentenced in Illinois are eligible to receive credit on their sentence based on good conduct, which 
is reviewed by the Prisoner Review Board (730 ILCS 5/3-6-3). There are several types of credit which can be 
awarded. First, each inmate shall receive one day of good conduct credit which reduces by one day the period of 
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incarceration set by the court for each day in prison, except when a term of "natural life" has been imposed. 
Second, the Director of the illinois Department of Corrections (IDOC) may award up to 180 days additional good 
conduct credit for meritorious service as the Director deems proper, except that additional 90 days may not be 
awarded to inmates serving a sentence for a conviction of selected offenses. Third, additional credit may be 
awarded to qualified inmates for participation in educational, vocational, substance abuse, or Correctional 
Industries programs provided by the Department; one-half day of Earned Time credit is awarded for each day an 
inmate spends in a program, but only after specific goals have been accomplished. Department rules and 
regulations prescribe the revocation, suspension, or reduction of such credits for specific rule violations during 
incarceration. When appropriate, these revoked, suspended, or reduced credits may be restored after review by 
the Director and the Prisoner Review Board. 

In addition to the arithmetic mean, the median is often included as a measure of average sentence and 
length of stay. The mean is defined as the arithmetic average of the raw data. It is calculated by summing the data 
for all cases and dividing by the total number of cases. The median is the measurement where 50% of the 
observed values are less than the midpoint and 50% of the observed values are greater than the midpoint. The 
mean is affected by. extremely low and high values. Medians are sensitive to an uneven distribution of cases. A 
large percentage of low values will produce a mean greater than the median. This is true for most data 
comparisons. Conversely, a large percentage of high sentences and lengths of stay produces a mean less than the 
median. When the mean and median are equal, the distribution of values is symmetrical, i.e., data both greater 
than and less than the average are distributed evenly. An equal number of extreme minimum and maximum cases 
could affect the mean but would not affect the median. 

A standard deviation is usually reported with a mean. The standard deviation is used to defme the spread 
of values, i.e., sentences and lengths of stay, around the mean. It is a statistical measure of dispersion or 
variability. Adding one standard deviation and subtracting one standard deviation from the mean yields a range 
which includes approximately 68% of the cases. A lower standard deviation indicates the values are relatively 
close to the mean; a higher standard deviation signifies a wider range of values. The standard deviation is often 
used because it has a consistent meaning from one distribution to the next. When comparing data, averages 
among offenses within the same class of crime or judicial circuit for example, the means may be close to each 
other, but dissimilar standard deviations would indicate different spreads of those values around that mean. 

In those tables reporting percents, the percents may not add to exactly 100% because of rounding. 

During 1988, the Department converted its Correctional Institution Management Infonnation System 
(CIMIS) to a new Offender Tracking System (OTS). OTS is a more efficient, larger data base with better 
tracking capabilities to provide more effective management infonnation. The data purification during conversion 
may have caused some differences in 1988 through 1994 data not present in earlier data. 

There have also been changes in the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS). SPSS Release 
4, a product of SPSS, Inc.,.was used in.the 1990 .through.l994 . .reporu. SPSS-X (Version 2.1) was used to 
calculate statistics in the 1988 and 1989 reports. Prior to 1988, SPSS (Version 9.7) was employed. Some changes 
in the internal formulas may account for slightly different calculations of the median and length of prison stay. 

Methods specific to most tables within each of the three parts of this report are discussed in the following 
pages. Several corresponding figures are also included in the discussions. 
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Part I 
Impact on Population 

A case is a record of time in years an inmate served in prison. Where an offender served time for more 
than one offense, time served is for the holding offense. The holding offense is the offense which holds the inmate 
in illinois Department of Corrections' custody for the longest period of time. 

The end of calendar year prison populations from 1970 through 1994 are listed in Table 1 to illustrate 
the trends in illinois over an extended period of time. Prison population numbers and percentages include all 
inmates incarcerated on December 31,1977 and 1994 (Table 2), and inmates released during 1978 and in prison 
on December 31, 1994 (Table 4). These data are provided to depict the full impact of detenninate sentencing to 
date. Table 6 contains correctional data for calendar year 1994. The remaining tables and corresponding charts 
in Part I feature populations at the end of 1985 and or through 1994 to represent data for the most recent ten year 
period. 

For cases in Table 5 and for admissions and exit data in Table 6, only cases admitted from court are 
included. Inrnates retmned for a technical violation of community supervision (PreStart) are excluded. Only cases 
with a determinate sentence and cases originally sentenced with an indetenninate sentence which opted for a set 
release date are included. Life, death, and Sexually Dangerous Person (SDP) cases are excluded from Table 4 and 
Table 5. 

The data in Table 7 represent cases with an indetenninate or indetenninate day-for-day sentence. 
Indetcnninate cases which were received from court are included; cases returned as a technical violator of 
community supervision are excluded. Cases given an indeterminate life sentence before February 1978 or which 
were on bond on December 31, 1994 are not counted as cases in Table 7. Time projected to be served and time 
left to serve could not be calculated because release can only be granted by the Prisoner Review Board or the 
Governor. This type of release date cannot be predetennined. 

For Table 8, the cases represent inmates incarcerated with a life, death, or SDP sentence at the end of 
December 1985 through 1994. Sentences imposed both before and after detenninate sentencing are included. The 
number of each will not total the previous year total plus admissions for that year because of vacated sentences, 
remanded sentences, deaths, or releases. Projected time to be served could not be calculated because some cases 
will never be released (death and life without parole sentences) or release dates are unknown (SDP and life with 
parole). 

Figure 12 exhibits the increase in the number of habitual child sex offenders in the prison population. 
Effective January 1, 1993, the law for habitual child sex offenders (730 ILCS 150/2) requires that these offenders 
be designated as a Child Sex Offender (eSO) on the first offense. Previously, the designation (of Habitual Child 
Sex Offender) was not made until the second or subsequent offense. This would result in the higher number of 
CSO sentences to prison. 

Figure 13 represents inmates who are sentenced under Illinois compiled Statutes (730 ILCS 5/5-5-
3(c)(8» which states that when a defendant is convicted of a Class 1 or Class 2 felony, after having been twice 
convicted of any Class 2 or greater class felony in Illinois, the defendant shall be sentenced as a Class X offender. 
These offenses are referred to as "Enhanced Class X" in this document. 
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Partn 
Length of Stay 

In the length of stay tables, a case is a record of the cumulative time an inmate spent in prison, jail, and 
other holding facilities. In situations where an offender served time for more than one offense, the length of stay 
data are for the holding offense. The holding offense is the offense which holds the inmate in Illinois Department 
of Corrections' (IDOC) custody for the longest period. All types of exits from prison, including release to parole, 
Mandatory Supervised Release (MSR) or PreStart; expiration of sentence discharge; death; court-ordered 
discharge; reversal; and reversal and remanded sentence, are reported. Release data of Sexually Dangerous 
Persons are also included. 

Length of stay data are for two time periods. Time Served is comprised of time spent in jail, mental 
health custody,juvenile facilities, custody in another state, or on probation for which the offender received credit 
on the sentence, plus time in prison. Prison Stay refers only to time spent in moc adult facilities. The data are 
dis aggregated by three categories: all cases of adult felons, determinate cases, and indetenninate cases. For 
offenders released to parole, MSR, or PreStart who are revoked and returned to prison, the additional time spent 
completing the original sentence is not included in the length of stay calculations. 

Length of stay data are detennined from inmates exiting prison and should be scrutinized carefully. A 
majority of the exits, particularly cases with serious offenses, generally reflect those offenders with the shortest 
sentences. Therefore, length of stay data may understate the anticipated time served for all inmates sentenced 
to prison. The remaining exits have served long periods of time; because there are few exits, these cases have 
a minimal impact on the means. 

Some unusual minimmn and maximum lengths of stay may be noted in Tables 9 to 15. These cases were 
identified and records were examined to find the causes. For example, some extremely short lengths of stay were 
for inmates who died in the institution or had their sentences reversed. Extremely short minimum prison stays 
occurred for inmates who served a large percentage of their sentence in jail due to such circumstances as 
continuances and illness. Large differences between total time served and prison stay can be attributed to credit 
for time served on probation, in a mental health center, juvenile facility, Treatment Alternative to Street Crimes 
(TASC) or other community drug program, or prison in another state. Some extremely long lengths of stay 
resulted from inmates who were released on bond or writ and were not cleared until the year of exit, who received 
a consecutive term for a crime committed in prison (escape, drug possession, aggravated battery) and had to serve 
extra time, or who received extensive good time revocations. All of these situations were rare and legitimate, and 
were included to be consistent with previous years. 

In the 1994 Statistical Presentation, specific Class 1 or lower offenses previously listed in Table 15 for 
indeterminate sentences have been collapsed into each offense class categories. This was conducted due to the 
minimal number of indeterminate releases in recent years. Refer to previous Statistical Presentations for length 
of stay data for these specific offenses. 

Beginning in the 1991 Statistical Presentation, the influence of the Impact Incarceration Program (lIP) 
on length of stay has been presented. The effect of the program on length of stay for inmates released in 1994, 
as compared to a group ofimnates who met IIP criteria but were not selected to participate, is presented in Table 
17. 
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The 1994 Statistical Presentation contains updated recidivism data. Recidivism is defmed as a return 
to prison of inmates released in fiscal year 1991 for a new offense or a technical violation within three years of 
their release. Recidivism data are presented only briefly as a method to determine how many of those released 
return to prison. No causal inferences or other statistical interpretations should be implied from the data. 
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Partm 
Sentences Imposed 

In Part ill of this report, a sentence represents any case in which a sentence for a period of incarceration 
in the lllinois Department of Corrections is imposed for an offense. Thus, the number of sentences imposed, not 
the number of offenders, is being reported. The cases categorized by year are based on the dates offenders are 
sentenced to the Department of Corrections, not necessarily the date they are received by the Department. The 
average sentence represents reported cases within each offense category for that year excluding life, death, and 
Sexually Dangerous Person (SDP) sentences. 

Data reported in Tables 21, 22, and 23 do not reflect sentences which fall outside of the range specified 
for each class (Chapter 730 !LCS 5/5-8-1). Judges may impose a sentence up to twice the maximwn range 
(Chapter 730 !LCS 5/5-8-2) for cases which reflect factors in aggravation (Chapter 730 ILCS 5/5-5-3.2) or may 
minimize a sentence of imprisonment for cases with mitigating circwnstances (Chapter 730 ILCS 5/5-5-3.1). 
Interpretation of sentence data for cases less than the minirnwn must take into account that, if the court does not 
specify the class of crime for drug offenses, the highest class of crime is entered until the courts clarify the 
information. Compare the data in Table 19 to note the differences in sentence lengths when shortened and 
extended sentences are calculated. 

Table 25 compares indetenninate and detenninate sentences imposed. Data have been accwnulated from 
1978 through 1994, and are disaggregated by offense class. Table 26 summarizes determinate sentences imposed 
from 1985 to 1994 by offense class, including those which fall into the range, extended sentences, and those less 
than the minimwn. Table 27 and Table 28 report the specific offenses for both sentences imposed and admissions 
for 1994 which were less than the minirnwn and greater than the maxirnwn. A case is counted as an admission 
only if the listed offense was the holding offense. 

Court admissions for inmates with consecutive sentences are reported in Table 29. They are listed by 
offense class for the years 1988 through 1994. Average sentence lengths for consecutive sentences are calculated 
using two methods to demonstrate the impact of these accwnulated sentences. First, the mean and standard 
deviation for the holding offense is calculated. Second, the total time of all consecutive sentences was computed. 
For example, an inmate who receives a 30 year First Degree Murder sentence and a consecutive 20 year sentence 
for Aggravated Kidnapping would only have the Murder sentence as part of the data for the "Holding Offense 
Only" columns, but would have a 50 year accumulated sentence under the columns labelled "All Sentences." The 
latter situation represents the true sentence length (730 ILCS 5/5-8-4), and the holding offense averages are 
included to conform to data reported in other tables throughout this docwnent. 

In Table 30 and Table 31, sentences for drug offenses include violations of the Controlled Substances 
Act and Cannabis Control Act, and do not include sentences for Driving While Under the"influence. All sentences 
within and outside of statutory ranges are included. In Table 31, only court admissions for holding drug offenses 
are included. 
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Table 32 lists the offenses for which sentences have been imposed most often during 1994. All sentences, 
including those outside of the sentencing ranges, are included. Table 32 also lists the number of court admissions 
for crimes which were the holding offense. The difference between sentences and admissions for each offense 
represents cases where sentences were imposed but were in conjunction with another sentence which was the 
holding offense. The sentences would be served concurrently and would have an equal or shorter sentence for 
an equal or lower class of crime, or would be served consecutively. 

In Tables 34 to 62, the most common determinate sentences imposed in 1994 are displayed by judicial 
circuit and district, and by geographic region. Only those sentences which fall into the range established by statute 
are reported. The purpose of these tables is to aid judges and other court administrators to discern sentencing 
patterns within their jurisdiction. These tables should be interpreted as comparisons among circuits and districts 
of average sentence lengths and the number imposed in relation to other jurisdictions within Dlinois. Attention 
should also be given to the number of sentences imposed when making comparisons. A list (Table 33) and maps 
(Figure 33 and Figure 34) of circuits and districts by county precede the tables. 
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