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Massachusetts continues to have, crime,rates lower thanthe~ 

" 
"national, aver~ges for five of the seven offenses which 'make up the 

Crime Index of thetJniform Crime Reports published by'theFederal 

,Bureau' of Investigation. A~though for th,e "6rime of robbery it is 

o~ly sligp,tly lowerthali the national average,Massichusetts is 
',I' .' / 

app,red.ably lower in ,r,' egard to the crimes 'of' 'd ' mur e:t, rape,a<j'gravated 

assault and, larceny. The Corrirrionweal th has a higher crime rate than 

the national avera?e'for the off~nse of burglary. In regard to the 

crime of auto theft, Massac11usetts has, the highest rate in the country -

fax: above the ,national' ave,rage. It h h ld ' as e' this disgraceful position 

'for at le4stsix years. 

If, i;nstead of compari.ng Massachusetts with'nat.ional average 

rates, we compare the COI11IIlonwealth with the specific crime rate! of 

',each of the other forty nine states we find that Massachusetts ranks 

better, than the median in regard to th f ' e our crJ.mes of murder." rape I 

aggravated assault and larceny, bu,t wO,"rse than th d' , , e me J.CinJ.n regard to 

the ,three crimes of robbery, burglary and auto theft. Further details 

,are provided in the, subsequent text and tables ~ 

The Unifo:rrn Crime' Reports 1973 issued September 6, 1.97 4 'by the 

Federal Bureau of Investigationpublisned (as one of manY-c_tahles) the 

'rate$ per hundred t.housan, ,d inhabJ.' tants o"f every state as well as of 

:nine reg.ions of the country for the followi(~g selected,crime.~: murder 

(includ,irt,gn9n- n'eglig,ent marts,laughter)", ~~rc, J.'ble rape(':;',' ,,0=,'" , "ro15he't'N, 
" ' C', ,~ 

"
,a, ggravat" ed' assau,lt,,' burglary','" ,lar,',c,eny (th'J.',s' y,ear 'l~' I' ' :' .!::)\ , " ,a.L " arcen~~!;)are , 

,i:hcl:uded inthi,s category, not merely larceni~s bf fifty dollars and 
.:',', 

oyer ... · a$.in previ~us years) and auto theft, (inciuo.ing both unauth.orized " , , ,,' 'Ii 

Ii 

. -\~ 
.'!"; - .;. ,~; 
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It has heen,the' Federal' practice to add together the rates of 

all of these seven crimes for any area to establish its liCrimei.Index
l
',. 

This indeX is' alleged to show the amount of II serious" crime wi thin the 

"area. According' to the F.B, .. I. the severt selected criffi'~s " •. are 

all serious crimes either by their very nature or due to the 'volume 

in ,which 'they, occur. "l. 

We have consiqtently disagreed with the notion that because an 

offense occurs in high volume it shou1.dbe considered a seriouE' crime. 

If this were really true then many minor traffic law violations would be 

considered serious, crimes. It seems more sensible to regard crimes \.;hich 
" 

occur in high volume as creating seriou.ssocial problems, but not that. 

high volume makes serious crimes out of comparatively minor offen~~es. 

In our previous "Place of Massachusetts ... " annual monographs 

we have di,scus!:?ed' in detq,il w~1y the Crime Index of the F. B. I. is not 

a ,satis;t'actory measure of serious, crime. In essence this is because 
'M . 

the In.dex has"always been 'over~eighted by large numbers of comparatively 

iJss ,serious offenses. This resulted in, inflated Crime Indices for 

states, with comparatively few serious violent crimes like murder and 
~ .' OJ 

rape but with much mare numerous minor property crimes. These numerous 

mi~noroffenses b~11ooned'theirtotal indice~ .to specious high figur~s,~ 
• '1';' - . ' 

, . ' . 

. .. The 197:3 to'talindexis'further di~'torted 'because all':>petty 
, 

larceniesarc= now in,eluded by the F. B.I. under the' "l.arcenyU category. 
, ' 

'In, pr,eviollsyears 'only larcenies of fifty doll,ars andbver were counted. ' 
,', ", .,,:.: ,.' . 

Now the,.additi0J?0f'allrep,orted petty larcenies improperly inflates 
, . " 

the total index with at leal?t.·doublethe I)umber o{ latcenies. Conse--

quently the i9.73. total Crime ''lndex is .an evert· more 'inaccurate ihqication 
- ":.':::,:;; 

i. F~: t~e'F: .B.r.aefinlti6n', of:ra"se~iOus" 'crime, see page Qne paragraph, 
one ' , , ~,~ 7!J,'Un:i.form 'C.rirrtE§Repbl:'t. . 

, ' 
" ' 
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. .of the amot.ll1:t of serious cr;me 'th' . t f . ... ·an.~ . ormerly was. Therefore there 
=-~. ",». . " .'~'. 

~s now more reason for us to ~continue our pC\l~cy of not using the. 

, Ove raIl F. B • i. 'c;:r ime 1n<,!ex fi gure . , ' "\ 

. . \ Since 1967, whi.le continuing to pUblish,l~s overalL index· the' 

~ .13. t. Ijl~S broken down this sing Ie total in 106 ~o seI>arate $tlb- indices 

one limited to the four violent crimes against persons and the other. 

includ'ing .,the three less serious property crimes. This pract.ice l;imits 

the !nflati"onary impact of the numerous property crimes. Ho~ever 

within the two sepaJ:'ate categories the crimes still occur in unequal 

ratios (for exampl~i . .about 20. times more robberies than murders occur 

withirtthe crimes against the person category). ,Nevertheless, this 

is much bettef than lUmping together over 4 million larcenies with 

~ess thaJ;} 20 thousand murders - a lopsided ratio of .,.20'0 to 1. Because 

dividing the overall Crime Ina,ex into two sUb-indicJ~, minimizes the 
'I 

'.'overwei.ghting" .p·roblem, we do .. l' d . th . 1\/) ~nc. u e .ese sub-·~nd;.~ces in our 

statistical tables. 

To obtain a comparison of Massachusetts with all other states 

"we rank order all states ac~ording to their rates for ea,ch crime and 

according to the total rate for each . sub-index. The state w,ith the 

,}owest r'ate in each co:ltlmn;i.s 'ranked number ·one at the top ofj:h~ list. 

.This meth()¢l.-·; .of course'; res.ults· in the state with highest rate Cfor 
. - . , 

.. .any off,~nse, or group of offenses ,being ranked fiftieth at the bottom 
:/ 

!) of ~th~colurnn. 
, -lL.??~~ , 

. ·1«'I'a l::>le 1 shows theresulting>ranl< order ,for 1973 of each state 
.It 0 

J~l; eachc:rimeand'foreach of .the.twoSub"':i.ndices,a·s·w~lL q.s.providing. 

jth~rank" order' forea.chof the 111I1e region~(SeeFootnote on following 
II"" ,~ .. ~.. .' ....•... 

!pageJforeach cr,ime' and 
Ir-," .'- . -' "," !:'< :f 

·t .' ·Co ['" 

Ii.··· 
II . J, 

'JI 

,..; , 
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Table 2 shows thetrE;:!nds in national average rates for' each 
t.,.\ , '. 

. ' .' . . ~ 

cri.meand each sub..,index for each year from 1968 through 19'1'3 • 

Table. '3 shows the yearly fluctuations in crime rates and. rahk.ings 

of the New England regi.on for the same six year :period. 

Table 4 provides similar listings of Massachu.setts crime rates 

and ranklngs for each crime and sUb-index fqr each year from 1968 

. th:!:,ough 1973. 

Inspection of the regional/rank~ngs at the top of Table 1 shows 

that':. in regard to the four crimes against pe.rsons the' New E~gland area 

has '!the lowest rates of murder and rape, the second lowest ;I:'ate for 

aggravated assault and the third lowest r9.te for robbery. In regard to. 

the sub-index of the total of all four crimes against persons I New England .' 

ranks second best of all nine regions of the country. 

In regard to the three property crimes New England ranked fifth 

in burglary, third in larceny and ninth in auto t~eft •. These rankings 

resulted in an overall rank of sixth when. the three property crimes 

are combined into one tota.l. When we consider the extremeiy bad 

'rankingsof each of the more urban New Engl,an¢ states as regards auto 
.~ ~ 

:,Itheft it becomes clear that these more heavily populated states are 

r~sponshble for the poor showing of the,. New England are{>~or this 

<2 
',. 

Region' 
1. New England 

. 2. ;'l~~iddle Atlantic 
3. East NOrth Cel}tral, 

5. 

6. 

7. 
-.8 .. 

West North Central. 

South Atlaptic 

'Bas t South CeritI: al 

West Southcentr~~'b~ 
. Mount.ain . 

States Included 
Connecticut., Maine I Massachusetts, 
New Hampshire ,'~Rhode Island., Vermont 
New Jersey, New York, Perfnslyvania 
Illinois, Ind.iana ,Michigan, 'Qhio I 
Wisconsin c' • '. . ,.r; .. 
IOwa, Kansa.s ,~-Minnesota, ,Missouri,. 
Nebraska, North and SbuthiDak.dta 

. Dei'awa,pe" . Flo'rida,Georgia.., .. 
Mary:lahd"North and South Carolina', . 
"Virgin!ia,,~es(Virgi:nia P" . 

. Alab..arn.'~,.K!pntucky"", Mis sis,sippi, 
Tennes;.see· '. (J .'. '., .,.. '. '. 'il, 

Arkansi!as,·, LOltisiana/j)klahoma, 'l'exas" . 
. . : _ :, , _." ~ .' -'. _,' - -, ,- . ___ \.J 

:Arizona, ColoradQ, Idahp,Montana,' 
t,Nevada,. New Mexfdo, utah., Wyoming' 
Alaska., Hawaii ,C~J,iforniai Oregon t· 
Washiilgton .:: " .. '. 

"' . ',"it ":, . '. . 

'J!.\< .. ~. 
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'offense. 

The lower section: of Table 1 li~ting state rankings shows that, 
()' ~\'. ~ . . . 

inregardtd viofent crimes ag,ainst persons ,Massachu$etts, among the. 
. \ 

50 states, is ranked fifteenth,:~nmurder., eighteenth in rape ,forty-
" 

first in rObbery and twenty-secoi~p in aggravated assault. ,For the 
. '\. 

~otal of 'the four crimes against persons it ranks thirty-first. 
~ ~ = u 

11)=- regard to J>roperty crimes Massachusetts ranks fortieth in 

burgii~y, ninet.eertth in larcen¥- and fiftieth - ap usual - in auto 
.. 

theft. These poor rankings result in a rank of thirty-seventh for 

the total of the three crimes against property. 
H" 

Examininr.1Table 2, which shows trends in national average crime 
,~!~) 1 

rates', we. firid that, although there had been some slackening off in 

1972 in 1973 all individual crime rates as well as a,ll total rates of , , 
crirnes against persons and crimes against property increased. The 

'huge ;jump in the national avera.ge rate of larce~;is, of course, due 

to the new inclusion of all larc~nies under $50 to this category. 

Table '3 listing the rates and ran'kings of· the New England region 

shows that, in regard to crimes agai,;pst persons, New England maintained 

the same good rankings it had last year. Although\',the rates increased 

for each offense because qf simil.arincreasel:l in the other regions 

New E!I}glanc1 mainta.inedthesatne rankings<~~or crim~s (against persons.

In. :regard to property crimes, New England con;t:inued its. poor' 

, \\ 

record of .rankinCJninth in auto thefts. However It, showedimprovernent: . , . 

. ' over l~st year in regard to larceny asv,well as:Eor, the sub~index of the 

totalQfall.three 'property crimes. ,ThE\ rate of larcenyincr.eased 

(bec~u:e of the .expa.nsion of this .categd,rytolncludeallP~tty 
,but, it. inc~eased 'so ,much leSs, ,in NeW'Eng1:andf.pan in other 

.', . ,~) '.' 

C,()'llIl:t:~yt1:1a t New Engl~ndInovedup fr6inf :i.ft~to:fourt~ 

6. 

rank for larcen~t~ ,But in regard to the crime of burglary the New 

England rate increased enough to drop the area's rank from fourth to 

tifth. However, the figure for the total of all three property 

crimes moved New England up from seventh to sixth rank for this sub-

index. 

Table 4 compares Massachusetts rates and rankings for 1973 with 

each of the previous five years. 'l~his table shows that in regard to 

crimes against persons the Commonwealth increased its rates for each 

of these four crimes as well as dropping Massachusetts in rank for all 

but one of them. It dropped two ranks in murder, six ranks in rape, 

one rank in robbery and held the same rank in aggravated assault. 

In total crimes ag'ainst persons it dropped from twenty-fifth to thirty

first rank. It is noted that Massachusetts, in regard to its murder 

rate, had remained under 4 per hundred t.housc.nd for over five years, but 

in 1973 increased to 4.4. However, the national average is 9.3 and 

the Massachusetts rate for murder is still better than thirty five 

other states. 

In regard to the three property crimes, despite its very poor 

record in auto theft, Massachusetts improved from forty-third to 

thirty~seventh rank for the overall property crime sub-index. This 

seems due to the new inclusion of pettylarcenle~' in the larceny ot:;fense. 

category. Although the local rate did increase,the rate in most other." 

states increased so much more,with petty larcenies being counted for the 

first time, that Massachusett~ moved up to nineteenth from thirty

second rank .in larceny. However, for burglary the Commonwealth dropped 

from thirty-eighth to fortieth rank. In auto theft Massachusetts 

continues to be the worst state in the country being ranked fiftieth 

in 1973 as well as ranking fiftieth for' each of the previous five 

years. 

( 



To briefly' summarize the place of Massachusetts in national 

crime rates we ,can report that the Commonwealth compares favorably 

in regard to the most serious violent crimes against persons of 
0(. 

murder, rape and aggravated assault. In regard to robbery, which'is 

also classified as a crime against 'c.he p~rson, but which does have 

elements of a property crime, it depends on what method of comparison 

is used. Massachuset'ts has a robbery rate almost identical with the 

national average but when we look at the ranking of the rate of each 

state we find that there are forty states which have a lower and better 

robbery rate. 

In regard to the regularly classified property crimes Massachusetts 

generally compares unfavorably although the new inclusion of petty 

~arceny in the larceny category does make the Commonwealth look 

comparatively better for this particu1ar~ffen:se. However the extremely 

poor .record of Massachusetts with regard, to auto theft continues. If 

the law makers or law enforcers of the state are taking any steps 

to reduce the 'frequencyof this crime the statistics indicate that 

such steps had little success in 1973. 
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TA BLE 

S'j'ATES and REGIONS RANK ORDERED by CRIME RATES 

1973 Rates per 100.000 Inhabllants 

SELECTED CRiMES 'Is. PERSONS and PROPERTY 

MUlder and Forcible Aggravalod Total cdr-nos Larceny" Non nogl mans I Rape Robbory Assautt , vs Pro pert Y Burg ,art 
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