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Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Preface 

The information contained in this report was 
generated by a request of  the Attorney General's Task 
Force on Child Victims to the Statistical Analysis 
Center. The Task Force was convened in October, 
1996, to find ways for those who provide services in 
Delaware to better identify, assess the risk to, and 
provide intervention and treatment services for 
children who are victims of crime. 

The information we requested, we felt, would assist 
us in a determination of the extent of the 
victimization of children in Delaware, and the nature 
of  that victimization. 

We wish to extend our sincere appreciation to Jack 
O'Connell and the staff of  the Statistical Analysis 
Center for their effort to compile and analyze the data 
available to them to assist us in our efforts. 

M. Jane Brady 
Attorney General 
Delaware 
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Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Summary 

Expanding on the Center's prior crime victimization studies, this report 
focuses on details of juvenile victims of crime. In 1994 we reported, for the 
first time, that most forcible rapes involve children as victims. This 
revelation -- that such a high proportion of sexually assaulted victims are 
juveniles -- verified the shift that the police and prosecutors had been 
reporting. 

New laws and procedural changes for reporting, investigation, and 
prosecution are some of the causes for the reported shift toward younger 
crime victims. In the past, many sexual assaults against children went 
unrecognized, unreported, or, if reported, were most likely to be viewed as 
psychological problems. Today with improved programs and procedures, 
sexual victimization of children is more likely to be identified and handled as 
a criminal case. Consequently today, Delaware's reported forcible rape rate 
is one of the highest in the nation. This is most likely an artifact of the 
improved and more aggressive criminal justice procedures. 

This study, which was conducted at the request of the Attorney General's 
Task Force on Child Victims, takes a closer look at other crimes against 
children. Not only are victimizations examined relating to the "normally 
studied crimes," such as homicide, sexual assault, and assault, but the study 
also expands into new areas such as robbery, kidnapping, theft, harassment 
and social welfare victimization. This study provides first time information 
relating to the demographic profile of victimized children and their 
perpetrators. In 1995, there were 3,444 incidents where juveniles were 
victimized for these crimes. 

Older rather than younger children are more likely to be victims of crime. 
At the low end of involvement, 5.7 percent of the incidents involve 
newborns to two year olds; at the high end of involvement, 41.3 percent of 
the incidents involve 15 to 17 year olds. Although very young children are 
less likely to be a victim of crime, the raw numbers are still eye-opening 
when it is realized that for the crimes we studied in one year there were 198 
crime victims in Delaware between newborn and two years old, and 450 
total crime victims 5 years old and less. 

The age of the perpetrators vary significantly when the age of the child is 
taken into account. For the newborn to two year old group, over 95 percent 

Delaware Statistical Analysis Center i i i  



Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Summary 

of the perpetrators are adults. Children between 9 and 11 are just about as 
likely to be victimized by an adult as another juvenile (usually an older 
juvenile). For victims in the 15 to 17 year old age group, youth are 
victimized 54 percent of the time by adults, 39 percent of the time by peers 
(i.e., juveniles their own age), and 7 percent of the time by younger 
juveniles. 

Victimization is also examined by gender relationships. Males account for 
76 percent and women account for 24 percent of the arrestees from juvenile 
victim cases. Although the statistics are lopsided in terms of males 
victimizing juveniles, males are somewhat more likely to victimize males 
than females, and females are far more likely to victimize females than 
males. Female victimization of males accounts for only 8 percent of the 
total number of cases. Male victims of female perpetrators are younger than 
the average victim: less than 9 years old. 

Gender involvement varies significantly by type of crime. Males are more 
likely to victimize children in crimes of sexual assault and robbery, while 
women are more likely to victimize children in crimes related to the welfare 
of the child, harassment and misdemeanor assault. 

The type of information provided in this preface is presented for total 
victimization as well as for each of the ten different types of crime included 
in the study. Not only does this study allow us to begin understanding the 
age and gender characteristics of perpetrators and their juvenile victims; it is 
also a step in changing the focus of crime research. 

Traditionally, most crime analysis focuses only the criminal. This study 
broadens the perspective of crime by looking at crime as a social event 
involving the criminal, the crime act, and the person being harmed. 
Vulnerability is a key aspect highlighted by this study in that we analyze 
crime inflicted on some of the weakest victims. Policy analysis related to 
this type of information will change how we view and approach criminal 
events in the future. 

Jack O'Connell 
Director 

Delaware Statistical Analysis Center iv 



Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Introduction 

This study focuses on juvenile victims 

in Delaware and the people who 

victimize them. This study was 

prepared at the request of the Attorney 

General's Taskforee on Child Victims. 

The taskforce is especially interested in 

improving the understanding of juvenile 

criminal victimization, examining how 

the legal system (both civil and 

criminal) and public and private social 

service agenices deal with these eases. 

The taskforce believed that to be 

productive that it was important to be 

informed by a good baseline of  data to 

assess the number and types of victims, 

the crimes they suffered, and the 

different types of perpetrators. 

To this end, the Delaware Statistical 

Analysis Center built a database using 

the Criminal Justice Information 

System (CJIS) that includes all 

individuals identified in 1995 that were 

juvenile victims of crime where there 

was a known perpetrator. Arrest events 

were used as the source of data. 

built from 48 specific Delaware criminal 

statutes (See the following page for a 

full listing). 

Gender, age, the type of crime, and 

victim-perpetrator status are the 

variables used in this study. For each of 

the ten crime types, the following 

information is provided: 

• Finding Highlights 

• The Distribution of the Number of  

Juvenile Victims by Age 

• A Comparison of  the Percent by 

Gender that are Victims or 

Perpetrators 

• An Analysis of Age Relationsips 

Between Perpetrators and Victims 

• An Analysis of Gender Pairing 

Showing the Relationship Between 

Males and Females 

The report examines juvenile victims 

for ten types of crime as well as a 

summary of all crime studied. The ten 

types of crime are "general categories" 

Delaware Statistical Analysis Center 1 



Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Introduction 

Crime Type Statutes Included in Crime Type 

Total Selected Crime All Crimes listed below 

Felony Assault Reckless Endangering 1 ~ , Assault 1 ~ and 2 nd , Vehicular 
Assault 1 ~, Aggravated Act of Intimidation 

Misdemeanor  Assault Offensive Touching, Menacing, Reckless Endangering 2 he, 
Assault yd, Terroristic Threatening, Vehicular Assault 2 ~d 

Harassment  Harassment, Aggravated Harassment, Stalking 

Homicide Negligent Homicide, Manslaughter, Murder 1 a and 2 nd 

Kidnapping Unlawful Imprisonment 1 ~ and 2 nd, Kidnapping 1 a, 
Kidnapping 2 ~d, Interference with Custody 

Robbery Robbery 1 ~, Robbery 2 ~d 

Felony Sexual Assault Unlawful Sexual Contact 1 ~, 2 nd, Unlawful Sexual 
Penetration 1 ~, 2 ~d, and 3 ~, Unlawful Sexual Intercourse 1 st, 
2 ~d, and 3~d,Continuous Sexual Abuse of a Child, Sexual 
Exploitation of a Child 

Misdemeanor  Sexual Assault Sexual Harassment, Indecent Exposure, Incest, Unlawful 
Sexual Contact 3 ~, Obscenity 

Theft Theft, Extortion 

Welfare Abandonment of Children, Endangering the Welfare of a , 
Child, Unlawful Dealing with a Child, Endangering 
Children 

Delaware Statistical Analysis Center 2 



Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Introduct ion 

The following tables are in order from highest to lowest percentage 
of gender in each category: 

Percent of  Male Victims 
by crime type 

Percent of  Female Victims 
by crime type 

Percent Percent 
Homicide 8 4 . 6  Misdemeanor Sexual Assault 86.4 
Robbery 82.7 Felony Sexual Assault 84.7 
Theft 76.6 Harassment 73.0 
Felony Assault 7 1 . 3  Kidnapping 66.7 
Misdemeanor Assault 53.8 Welfare 47.2 
Welfare 5 2 . 8  Misdemeanor Assault 46.2 
Kidnapping 33.3 Felony Assault 28.7 
Harassment 27.0 Theft 23.4 
Felony Sexual Assault 1 5 . 3  Robbery 17.3 
Misdemeanor Sexual Assault 1 3 . 6  Homicide 15.4 

Percent of Male Perpetrators 
by crime type 

Percent of  Female Perpetrators 
by crime type 

Percent Percent 
Felony Sexual Assault 97.4 Welfare 51.0 
Robbery 94.9 Harassment 36.5 
Misdemeanor Sexual Assault 94.4 Misdemeanor Assault 25.0 
Theft 88.0 Felony Assault 19.3 
Homicide 8 4 . 6  Kidnapping 16.7 
Kidnap 8 3 . 3  Homicide 15.4 
Felony Assault 80.7 Theft 12.0 
Misdemeanor Assault 75.0 Misdemeanor Sexual Assault 5.6 
Harassment 6 3 . 5  Robbery 5.1 
Welfare 49.0 Felony Sexual Assault 2.6 

Perpetrator Age 

Felony Sexual Assault perpetrators had the highest average age of perpetrators at 

28.5 years of age. Theft perpetrators had the lowest average age at 15.0 years of age. 

Victim Age 

Harassment juvenile victims had the highest average age at 14.8 years of age. 

Welfare (such as abandonment)juvenile victims had the lowest average age at 7.8 

years of age. 

Delaware Statistical Analysis Center 3 



Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Introduction 
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Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Total Selected Crime 

Total Selected Crime includes all the crime categories which make up this report: Felony 
Assault, Misdemeanor Assault, Harassment, Homicide, Kidnapping, Robbery, Felony 
Sexual Assault, Misdemeanor Sexual Assault, Theft, and Welfare (e.g., abandonment of  
children) Crimes. There are a total of 3,444 crime incidents for selected crimes involving 
juvenile victims in 1995. 

Juvenile Victims 
• The 15-17 age group is the most victimized age group overall, victimized in 41 percent 

of incidents. 

• Victims tend to be youngest when the perpetrator is female and the victim is male. 

• Of the 198 incidents when children 0-2 are victimized, 60 percent of those are welfare 
incidents, and another 27 percent are misdemeanor assault. 

Perpetrators of Juvenile Victims 
• The age group with the most perpetrators against juveniles is the 15-17 group, arrested 

in 24 percent of the incidents. 

• Males 0uveniles and adults) make up over three-quarters of the perpetrators, while 
making up just half of  the juvenile victims. 

• 41.3 percent of perpetrators are juveniles. 

Victim and Perpetrator Demographic Comparisons 

• The most common scenario for total selected crime is that males victimize other males. 

• Perpetrators and victims are in the same age group in 7.6 percent of cases. 

Perpetrators are more likely to be juveniles when both the victim and offender are of 
the same sex. When males victimize other males, over half (54 percent) of arrestees are 
juvenile; when females victimize other females, 43 percent of arrestees are juvenile. 
When males victimize females, and when females victimized males, only 29 percent 
and 23 percent respectively are juvenile arrestees. 

Delaware Statistical Analysis Center 5 



Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Total Selected Crime 

Older juveniles are more frequently victims o f  crime 
than younger juveniles. 
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Tota l  Se lec ted  Cr ime 
Victims by Age 

Number[] 198 

0-2 3-5 6-8 9-11 1 2 - 1 4  1 5 - 1 7  

252  269  380  922  1 ,423  

Juvenile males and females are almost equally victimized, 
but males are more likely to be perpetrators. 

Total Select~ Crime 
,~erf le Vic~ms 

Total Selectad Cdme 
,k~erae a d  .adult ~ 

MALE 51.1% 

4&9% 
~ ~  "~"~ 5O/o 

E)cludes a total of 5 unsown case~ 
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Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Total Selected Crime 

• Child victims ages 0-2 are nearly always victimized by adults 
• Child victims ages 9-11 are victimized by peers and older juveniles in 

about half  o f  the cases 
• Older juvenile victims are more likely to be victimized by peers than 

younger victims 

100% 
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4 0 %  

2 0 %  

0% 

T O T A L  S E L E C T E D  C R I M E S  
Percent  of Offenders that are Adults, 

Peers ( S a m e  Age Group),  and Other  Juvenile Age Groups 

1ADULTS BOTHER JUVENILES I--IPEERS I 

0-2 3-5 6-8 9-11 12-14 15-17 
Vict im A g e  

Shaded cells in the table below indicate victims and perpetrators in the same age group. 

A R R E S T E E  
A G E  
6-8 

9-11 
12-14 
15-17 

0-2  3-5  

5 
3 18 
6 11 

J U V E N I L E  V I C T I M  A G E  

6-8 9-11  1 2 - 1 4  1 5 - 1 7  

15 ~ 2 
24 74 ~ 9L_..Z~ ~ 
20 44 201 I H ~ A ~ I I  

Juveni le  Total  9 

T o t a l  

18-19 
20-24  
25-29  
30°34 
35-39  
40 -49  
50-59  

60P lus  

5 
77 

499 
842 

29 44 118 486 655 1423 
17 3 9 8 62 262 
56 57 31 22 78 167 
41 46 48 38 36 63 
34 56 52 81 73 66 
21 36 39 39 89 110 
18 14 18 25 61 64 
1 4 2 4 12 25 

2 8 6 8 9 

361 
411 
272 
362 
334 
200 
48 
33 

Adult  Total  188 218 207 223 419 766 2021 
T o t a l  198 252 269 380 922 1 ,423 I 3 ,444  
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Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Total Selected Crime 
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Males are more likely to victimize males; 
females are more likely to victimize females. 

G e n d e r  Pa i r ings :  O f f e n d e r  to Vict im 
T o t a l  S e l e c t e d  C r i m e  

Male /Ma le  Ma le /Female  Female /Female  Female /Male  Male/Unknown Female/Unknown 

1,482 1,148 535 274 4 1 

• M a l e / M a l e  = M a l e  Ar res t ee  wi th  a M a l e  Victim 
• M a l e / F e m a l e  = M a l e  Ar rc s t ee  wi th  a F e m a l e  Victim 
• F e m a l e / M a l e  = F e m a l e  Ar res t ee  wi th  a Ma le  Victim 
• Female/Female = Female Arrcstee with a Female Victim 

Victims are youngest on average when females victimize males; the average 
age o f  victims and offenders are closest when males victimize other males. 

Total Selected Crime: Juvenile Victim Summary 

ARRESTEE VICTIM % OF ARRESTEE: VICTIM: % JUVENILE % BOTH IN 
CASES AVG. AGE AVG. AGE ARRESTEES SAME AGE 

GROUP 
MALE MALE 43% 21.3 12.9 53.8% 8.1% 

MALE FEMALE 33% 25.9 12.2 29.0% 12.5% 

FEMALE MALE 8% 26.7 8.7 22.3% 2.2% 

FEMALE FEMALE 16% 23.3 11.8 43.0% 6.4% 

* Five Unknown Cases  

D e l a w a r e  S t a t i s t i c a l  A n a l y s i s  C e n t e r  8 



Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Felony Assault 

Felony Assault includes Reckless Endangering 1 st, Assault 1 st and 2nd, Vehicular Assault 

1st, and Aggravated Act of Intimidation. There are 301 crime incidents with juvenile 

victims 1995. 

Juvenile Victims 
• The 15-17 age group is the most  victimized among the juvenile victims of felony assault, 

victimized in nearly half (49 percent) of the incidents. 

• Males are the victims in 71 percent ofjuvenile cases of felony assault. 

Perpetrators of Juvenile Victims 
• The age group with the most perpetrators against juveniles is the 15-17 group, arrested in 

29 percent of the incidents. 

Arrestees are approximately 50 percent likely to be juveniles if  the cases have victims 

and offenders of the same gender. If there is a male arrestee with a female victim, or 

vice versa, arrestees are only juveniles in less than 30 percent of cases. 

• 42.8 percent of perpetrators are juveniles. 

Victim and Perpetrator Demographic Comparisons 
• For felony assaults, the most common scenario is that males victimize other males. 

• For victims ages 5 and under, only adults 18 and over accounted for the perpetrators; for 

victims 12 and over, most perpetrators are within the nearest age groups. 

• Perpetrators and victims are in the same age group in 7.6 percent of cases. 

The largest age gap occurs between perpetrators and victims when the perpetrator is 

female and the victim is male, with a 15.8 year average age difference. The least age gap 

occurs when both the victim and perpetrator were male, with an 8.3 year difference. 

Delaware Statistical Analysis Center 9 



Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Felony Assault 

The number of  felony assaults greatly increases for juveniles at age 12. 
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Fe lony  A s s a u l t  
Vict ims by Age 
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Males make up the majority for both victims and perpetrators 
of  felony assault 

Felon~/~saU~ 
3.werileVdrrs 

FelontAssaul t  
.~en~e at~d /~Mt hnes l~  

E 71.5% 

R~Ng.E 28.7% 

MAI.E ~ 

• 1 9 . ~ / o  

E=:ludes vne unlet~n ~ 
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Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Felony Assault 

• For child victims under 6, all offenders are adults. 
• For child victims between 6 and 11, over three-quarters o f  offend- 

ers are adults. 
• For child victims over 11, less than hal f  o f  offenders are adults. 
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F E L O N Y  A S S A U L T  
P e r c e n t  of  O f f e n d e r s  tha t  are Adu l t s ,  

P e e r s  ( S a m e  A g e  G r o u p ) ,  and O t h e r  Juven i l e  A g e  G r o u p s  
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Shaded cells in the table below indicate victims and perpetrators in the same age group. 

ARRESTEE 
AGE 
6-8 

9-11 
12-14 
15-17 

0-2 3-5 

JUVENILE VICTIM AGE 

6-8 9-11 1 2 - 1 4  15 -17  

1 I~I~NIiI~I~IIIIItII$11tlHIIII$1 1 

Total  
2 
2 

39 
86 

Juvenile Total 0 0 5 4 43 77 129 
18-19 2 
20-24 7 5 
25-29 3 3 
30-34 4 3 
35-39 6 
40-49 1 2 
50-59 1 

60Plus 

5 3 
5 1 
4 6 
7 2 
1 1 

4 31 
3 16 
3 3 
5 2 
8 7 
6 7 

2 
1 2 

37 
39 
18 
24 
30 
18 
3 
3 

Adult Total 17 20 22 13 30 70 172 
Total  I 17 20 27 17 73 147 [ 301 
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Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Felony Assault 

Sixty-three percent of  felony assault cases for juvenile victims 
involve males victimizing males. 

250  

G e n d e r  Pair ings- Of fender  to Victim 
F e l o n y  A s s a u l t  

200  

150 

100 

50 

0 

Male/Male Male/Female Female/Female Female/Male Male/Unknown 

190 52 34 24 1 

Victims and offenders are most likely to be in the same age group 
if  a male victimizes a juvenile female. 

Felony Assault: Juvenile Victim Summary 

ARRESTEE VICTIM % OF ARRESTEE: VICTIM: 
CASES AVG. AGE AVG. AGE 

% JUVENILE 
ARRESTEES 

% BOTH IN 
SAME AGE 

GROUP 

MALE 

MALE 

FEMALE 

FEMALE 

MALE 63% 21.7 13.4 48.4% 8.9% 

FEMALE 17% 25.9 11.3 25.0% 9.6% 

MALE 8% 25.7 9.9 29.2% 0.0% 

FEMALE 11% 24.4 12.9 50.0% 2.9% 

* One Unknown Case 
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Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Misdemeanor Assault  

Misdemeanor Assault includes Offensive Touching, Menacing, Reckless Endangering 
2rid, Assault 3rd, Terroristic Threatening and Vehicular Assault 2nd. There are a total 
of 1,661 crime incidents in 1995. Males make up 54 percent of the juvenile victims, 
but 75 percent of the perpetrators. 

Juvenile Victims 
• The 15-17 age group is the most victimized among the juvenile victims of felony 

assault, victimized in nearly half (49 percent) of the incidents. 

Children in the 0-2, 3-5, and 6-8 age groups are mostly victimized by adults; the 
12-14 and 15-17 age groups are victimized more frequently by other juveniles and 
young adults in similar age groups. 

Perpetrators of Juvenile Victims 
• The age group with the most perpetrators against juveniles is the 15-17 group, 

arrested in 30 percent of incidents. 

• 48.6 percent of perpetrators are juveniles 

• Arrestees are most likely to be juvenile if both the victim and arrestee are males (58 
percent). In all the other categories, about one-third of the arrestees are juvenile. 

V'wtim and Perpetrator Demographic Comparisons 
• Perpetrators and victims are in the same age group in 8.0 percent of cases 

• For misdemeanor assaults, the most common scenario is that males victimize other 
males. 

The largest age gap occurs between perpetrators and victims when the perpetrator is 
female and the victim is male, with an 15.2 year average age difference. The least 
age difference is when both the victim and perpetrator are female, with a 7.1 year 
difference. 

Delaware Statistical Analysis Center 13 



Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Misdemeanor Assault 

Approximately half of  the juvenile victims of misdemeanor assault are 
between the ages of 15 and 17. There is a higher number of victims under 

3 in misdemeanor assault than in any other category besides welfare. 
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M i s d e m e a n o r  A s s a u l t  
Victims by Age 

0-2 

N u m b e r [ ]  53 

3-5 

77 

6-8 

82 

9-11 1 2 - 1 4  1 5 - 1 7  

155 4 7 4  820  

Approximately half of juvenile victims of misdemeanor assault 
are males; three-quarters of offenders are male. 

~ A s s ~ J t  ~;damanor  AssauJt 
,~Jvev~e ard / ~ t  ~TesOees 

M~LES18% 

REM6LE46.~/, 

f~LE 7 5 . ~  ;5.0% 

Ecludes2 ~ cases 
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Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Misdemeanor Assault 

• Child victims 5 and under are victimized by adults approximately 90 
percent o f  the time. 

• Child victims ages 6 - 11 are victimized by adults a majority o f  the 
time, but more older juveniles and some peers are getting involvecL 

• Juvenile victims 12 and older are victimized by peers and other 
juveniles the majority o f  the time. 

1 0 0 %  

80% 

60% 

4 0 %  

20% 

0% 

M I S D E M E A N O R  A S S A U L T  
P e r c e n t  of  O f f e n d e r s  t h a t  a re  A d u l t s ,  

P e e r s  ( S a m e  A g e  G r o u p ) ,  and  O t h e r  J u v e n i l e  A g e  G r o u p s  

I 1 A D U L T S  m O T H E R  J U V E N I L E S  [ ] P E E R S  

0-2 3-5 6-8 9-1 1 12 -14  1 5 - 1 7  
V i c t i m  A g e  

Shaded cells in the table below indicate victims and perpetrators in the same age group. 

ARRESTEE 
AGE 
6-8 

9-11 
12-14 
15-17 

0-2 

JUVENILE VICTIM AGE 

3-6 6-8 9-11 12-14  15 -17  

1 ~ 11 2 
2 2 27 ~ 56 
4 6 19 ~ ~ ~  

Juvenile Total 5 7 17 68 306 404 
4 2 4 5 24 140 18-19 

Tota l  
3 

43 
261 
500 
807 
179 

20-24 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39 
40-49 
50-59 

60Plus 

15 17 8 6 18 86 
9 13 15 13 18 35 
7 20 17 35 38 40 
10 13 13 14 37 63 
3 4 7 10 23 37 

1 2 5 12 
2 5 3 

150 
103 
157 
150 
84 
20 
11 1 

Adult Total 48 70 65 87 168 416 854 
Total 53 77 82 155 474 820 t ,661 
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Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Misdemeanor Assault 
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Perpetrators victimized juveniles of  their own gender 
in over 65 percent of  cases. 

G e n d e r  P a i r i n g s :  O f f e n d e r  to V ic t im 
M isdem e a n o r  A s s a u l t  

M a le /M ale 

784 

M a l e / F e m a l e  F e m a l e / F e m a l e  F e m a l e / M a l e  M a l e / U n k n o w n  

460 307 108 2 

• M a l e / M a l e  = M a l e  Arres tc¢  w i t h  a M a l e  Victim 
• M a l e / F e m a l e  = M a l e  Arrcs tc¢  w i t h  a F e m a l e  Victim 
• F e m a l e / M a l e  = F e m a l e  Ar res t ee  wi th  a Ma le  Victim 
• F e m a l e / F e m a l e  -- F e m a l e  Ar res t ee  wi th  a F e m a l e  Victim 

The largest age gap occurs when females victimize males; 
the least age gap occurs when females victimized other females. 

Misdemeanor Assault: Juvenile Victim Summary 

ARRESTEE VICTIM % OF ARRESTEE: VICTIM: % JUVENILE 
CASES AVG. AGE AVG. AGE ARRESTEES 

% BOTH IN 
SAME AGE 

GROUP 

MALE 

MALE 

FEMALE 

FEMALE 

MALE 47% 21.0 13.3 58.2% 6.4% 

FEMALE 28% 25.0 13.1 31.1% 12.2% 

MALE 7% 25.8 10.6 34.3% 3.7% 

FEMALE 19% 21.0 13.9 34.9% 7.5% 

* Two Unknown Cases 
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Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Harassment  

The Harassment crime category includes Harassment, Aggravated Harassment, and 
Stalking. There are a total of 74 such crime incidents. 

Juvenile Victims 
• Juvenile females are victims of harassment more frequently than juvenile males. 

• The 15-17 age group is the most victimized among the juvenile victims of 
harassment, victimized in 61 percent of juvenile incidents. 

• Less than 10 percent of victims are under the age of 12. 

Perpetrators of Juvenile Victims 
• Males are arrested the majority of the time; however, females are arrested more 

(36.5 percent) in this category than any other crime category except welfare. 

• The age group with the most perpetrators against juveniles is the 15-17 group, 
arrested in 34 percent of the incidents. 

• 47.3 percent of perpetrators are juveniles. 

Victim and Perpetrator Demographic Comparisons 
• For harassment, the most common scenario is that males victimize females. 

• Perpetrators and victims are in the same age group in 20.3 percent of cases. 

The largest age gap occurs between perpetrators and victims when the perpetrator is 
female and the victim is male, with a nine year average age difference. The least age 
gap occurs when both are female, with an average of 5.6 years difference. 

Delaware Statistical Analysis Center 17 



Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Harassment 

There are very few child victims of  harassment under the age of  12. 

H a r a s s m e n t  
Victims by Age 
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0-2  

N u m b e r ~ ]  0 

3-5  

0 

6 -8  

2 

9-11 1 2 - 1 4  15 -17  

5 22 45 

The majority of  victims are female, but the majority of  arrestees are male. 

..~Jve~e Wc~rm 
Hamssnlmt 
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Nted.E 21.0% 
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Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Harassment 

• In  1995 there were no child victims o f  harassment  under the age o f  6. 
• For  chi ld victims between the ages o f  6 and 12, older juveni les  are 

more o f  a threat than adult  perpetrators. 
• For  juveni le  victims 12 and older, adults were the perpetrators in the 

majority o f  cases. 

1 0 0 %  

8 0 %  

6 0 %  

4 0 %  

2 0 %  

0 %  

H A R A S S M E N T  
P e r c e n t  o f  O f f e n d e r s  t h a t  a r e  A d u l t s ,  

P e e r s  ( S a m  e A g e  G r o u p ) ,  a n d  O t h e r  J u v e n i l e  A g e  G r o u p s  

1 A D U L T S  I T ~ O T H E R  J U V E N I L E S  I - ' I P E E R S  I 

t t 

0-2  3 -5  6 -8  9 -11  1 2 - 1 4  1 5 - 1 7  
V i c t i m  A g e  

Shaded cells in the table below indicate victims and perpetrators in the same age group. 

A R R E S T E E  
A G E  
9 - 1 1  

1 2 - 1 4  
1 5 - 1 7  

6 - 8  T o t a l  

J U V E N I L E  V I C T I M  A G E  

9 - 1  1 1 2 -1  4 1 5 - 1  7 
i'Hllll ~ J i, lit~l r ~1, ~, i, i 

2 4 
3  N/l imlm 
5 9 2 0  

1 
9 

2 5  
J u v e n i l e  T o t a l  1 3 5  

1 8 - 1 9  
2 0 - 2 4  
2 5 - 2 9  
3 0 - 3 4  
3 5 - 3 9  
4 0 - 4 9  
5 0 - 5 9  

6 0 P l u s  

7 
11 
3 
2 
2 

8 
15  
4 
6 
3 
1 
1 
1 

A d u l t  T o t a l  1 0 13  2 5 .  3 9  
T o t a l  2 5 22  4 5  7 4  
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Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Harassment 

Both males and females  are more likely to victimize females than males. 

40 

Gender  Pairings: Offender  to Victim 
H a r a s s m e n t  

,o - illllilllilti tlllllI  
0 

M a l e / M a l e  M a l e / F e m a l e  F e m a l e / F e m a l e  F e m a l e / M a l e  

17 30 24 3 

• Male/Male = Male Arrestee with a Male Victim 
• Male/Female = Male Arrestee with a Female Victim 
• Female,/Male = Female Arrestee with a Male Victim 
• Female/Female = Female Arrestee with a Female Victim 

The average age of  victims and offenders tend to be closer 
if  they are the same gender. 

Harassment: Juvenile Victim Summary 

ARRESTEE VICTIM % OF ARRESTEE: ~CTIM: % JUVENILE % BOTHIN 
CASES AVG. AGE AVG. AGE ARRESTEES SAME AGE 

GROUP 

MALE MALE 23% 20.7 14.3 47.1% 23.5% 

MALE FEMALE 41% 21.9 14.6 43.3% 23.3% 

FEMALE MALE 4% 21.0 12.0 33.3% 33.3% 

FEMALE FEMALE 32% 21.3 15.7 54.2% 12.5% 
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Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Homicide  

Homicide includes Criminally Negligent Homicide, Manslaughter, and Murder 1 st and 
2nd. There are 13 crime incidents in 1995 involving juvenile victims. 

Juvenile Victims 
• The 15-17 age group is also the most victimized among the juvenile victims of 

homicide, victimized in 38 percent of the incidents. 

• Males are the victims and perpetrators in the majority of eases. 

Perpetrators of Juvenile Victims 
• The age group with the most perpetrators against juveniles is the 15-17 group, 

arrested in 38 percent of the incidents. 

• Victims 9 and over are victimized by similar age groups. Victims under 5 are 
victimized by adult arrestees in all but one case. 

• 38.5 percent of perpetrators are juveniles. 

Victim and Perpetrator Demographic Comparisons 
• For homicide, the most common scenario is that males victimize other males. 

• Perpetrators and victims are in the same age group in 23.1 percent of cases. For 
homicides, the most common scenario is that males victimize other males. 

• When males murder juvenile females, half of the arrestees are juveniles. When 
males murder males, slightly less arrestees (44 percent) are juveniles. 

Only two cases occurred with a female perpetrator and a male victim; this made up 
the largest age gap, with a twenty-three year average age difference. When males 
victimize females, there is almost no age difference. 
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Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Homicide 

Juvenile victims tend to be either very young (infants or toddlers) 

N u m b e r l ~ l  
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3 
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1 

0 

or older teenagers. 

Homic ide  
Vict ims by A g e  

0-2 3-5 6-8 9-11 12 -14  15 -17  

3 2 0 1 2 5 

Juvenile males were more likely to be victims than juvenile females;  
males (juveniles or adults) were equally likely to be perpetrators. 

Homicide I-kamidde 
Juuar~e ~ - m  ,k.uat~ ard ~Ut  Arresa~es 

MALE 84. 

.__ 15.4°1o 
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Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Homicide 

• Child victims ages 0-2 are nearly always victimized by adults 

• Child victims ages 3-14 were victimized by adults or older juven i l es  

• Juveni le  victims ages 15 and over were victimized by adults or peers  

100% 

80% 

60% 

40% 

20% 

0% 

H O M I C I D E  
Percent  of Of fenders that are Adults, 

Peers (Same Age Group),  and Other  Juveni le Age Groups 

I I A D U L T S  I~I OTHER J U V E N I L E S  I - I P E E R S  I 

I 

0-2 3-5 6-8 9-11 12-14 1 5-1 7 
Vic t im A g e  

Shaded cells in the table below indicate victims and perpetrators in the same age group. 

ARRESTEE 
AGE 

JUVENILE VICTIM AGE 

0-2 3-5 9-11 12-14 
15-17 1 1 1 

Juvenile Total 0 1 1 1 

15-17 
 lllllflltl , ;l ll;B=;',tl 

2 

Tota I 

18-19 1 1 2 4 
20-24 1 1 2 
30-34 1 1 
40-49 1 1 

Adult Total 3 1 0 1 3 8 
Total 3 2 1 2 5 13 
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Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Homicide 

Males tend to victimize other males; 
females tend to victimize males. 

12 
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G e n d e r  P a i r i n g s :  O f f e n d e r  t o  V i c t i m  
H o m i c i d e  

M a l e / M a l e  M a l e / F e m a l e  F e m a l e / F e m a l e  F e m a l e / M a l e  

9 2 0 2 

• Male /Male  = Male Arrestee with a Male Victim 
• Male /Female  = Male  A.rrestee with a Female Victim 
• Female /Male  = Female  Arrestee wi th  a Male Victim 

• Female /Female  = Female  Arrestee wi th  a Female Victim 

Victims tend to be toddlers when females are the perpetrators; 
victims are at the older end of  the spectrum when males victimize females. 

Homicide: Juvenile Victim Summary 

ARRESTEE ~CTIM % OF ARRESTEE: ~CTIM: % JUVENILE % BOTHIN 
CASES AVG. AGE AVG. AGE ARRESTEES SAME AGE 

GROUP 
MALE MALE 69% 21.3 10.2 44.4% 33.3% 

MALE FEMALE 15% 17.5 17.0 50.0% 0.0% 

FEMALE MALE 15% 25.5 2.5 0.0% 0.0% 

FEMALE FEMALE 0% N/A N/A N/A N/A 
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Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Kidnapping 

Kidnapping includes Unlawful Imprisonment 1 st and 2rid, Kidnapping 1 st and 2nd, and 
Interference with Custody. T1-/ere are 60 crime incidents involving juvenile victims in 
1995. 

Juvenile Victims 
• The 15-17 age group is the most victimized among the juvenile victims of 

kidnapping, victimized in half of the incidents. 

• Females are the victims in 67 percent of juvenile cases, but males (adult and 
juvenile) are arrested in 83 percent of cases. 

Perpetrators of Juvenile Victims 
• The age group with the most perpetrators against juveniles is the 20-24 group, 

arrested in 23 percent of the incidents. 

• 16.7 percent of perpetrators are juveniles 

Victim and Perpetrator Demographic Comparisons 
• For kidnapping, the most common scenario is that males victimize females. 

• Perpetrators and victims are in the same age group in 16.7 percent of cases 

The largest average age gap between perpetrators and victims occurs when females 
victimize juvenile males, with a 24.6 year average age difference. When females 
victimized females, the age difference is 11.8 years, the least average age gap. 

Sixty percent of arrestees are juveniles when the victim and offender are both 
female; in any other gender combination of victims and offenders, however, only 
20 percent or less of arrestees are juveniles. 
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Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Kidnapping 

Children o f  aU ages are at risk o f  kidnapping; those ages 15-17, 
however, are at greatest risk. 
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Kidnapping 
V i c t i m s  by Age 

0-2 3-5 6-8 9-11 12-14 15-17 

N u m b e r ~  3 7 8 3 9 30 

Females are the victims the majority of  the time in juvenile cases, 
but males are more frequently the perpetrators. 

3uve~e VcT~s Juverile a~d /~Mt hrmst~s 

MALE ~ 1 o  

IWSLE 83~ 16.7% 
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Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Kidnapping 

• For child victims ages 0-2 and 6-8, adults are the perpetrators the 
majority o f  the time, but older juveniles are also involved. 

• For children 3-5, and 9-14, adults alone are the perpetrators. 
• For juvenile victims 15 -17, some peers show up as perpetrators, 

although adults are still the majority o f  perpetrators. 
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K I D N A P P I N G  
Percent  of Offenders that are Adu l ts ,  

Peers ( S a m e  Age  Group) ,  and Other  Juven i le  A g e  Groups 
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Vict im A g e  

Shaded cells in the table below indicate victims and perpetrators in the same age group. 

ARRESTEE 
AGE 0-2 3-5 
12-14 
15-17 1 

Juvenile Total 1 0 2 0 0 

JUVENILE VICTIM AGE 

6-8 9-11 12-14 

1 

15-17 Total 
2 3 

7 10 
18-19 
20-24 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39 
40-49 
50-59 

Adult Total 
Total I 

3 
4 2 2 

2 
1 2 3 1 2 

1 1 
1 1 

1 
2 

8 
6 
3 
1 
5 

11 
14 
5 
10 
7 
2 
1 

7 6 3 9 23 50 
3 7 8 3 9 30 60 

Delaware Statistical Analysis Center 27 



Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Kidnapping 

Both male and female perpetrators are more likely 
to victimize juvenile females. 

50 

G e n d e r  P a i r i n g s :  O f f e n d e r  t o  V i c t i m  
K i d n a p p i n g  

40 
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20 

10 

0 

Male/Male Male/Female Female/Female Female/Male 

15 35 5 2 

• Male/Male = Male Arrestee with a Male Victim 
• Male/Female = Male Arrestee with a Female Victim 
• Female/Male = Female Arrestee with a Male Victim 
• Female/Female = Female Arrestee with a Female Victim 

The largest average age gap between victims and perpetrators occurs 
when females victimize males. 

Kidnapping: Juvenile Victim Summary 

ARRESTEE VICTIM % OF ARRESTEE: ~CTIM: % JUVENILE % BOTHIN 
CASES AVG. AGE AVG. AGE ARRESTEES SAME AGE 

GROUP 
MALE MALE 25% 25.1 13.3 20.0% 33.3% 

MALE FEMALE 58% 24.8 12.0 8.6% 11.4% 

FEMALE MALE 8% 31.6 7.0 20.0% 0.0% 

FEMALE FEMALE 8% 22.8 11.0 60.0% 20.0% 
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Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Robbery 

Robbery crimes includes Robbery 1 st and 2nd. There are 156 crime incidents 
with juvenile victims in 1995. 

Juvenile Victims 
• The 15-17 age group is also the most victimized age group, victimized in 63 

percent of juvenile incidents. 

• Only 2.5 percent of juvenile victims are under the age of 9. 

• Most juvenile victims are male (83 percent), 

Perpetrators of Juvenile Victims 
• The age group with the most perpetrators against juveniles is the 15-17 group, 

arrested in 40 percent of the incidents. 

• 60.9 percent of perpetrators are juveniles. 

• The vast majority of perpetrators are male. 

Victim and Perpetrator Demographic Comparisons 
• For robbery, the most common scenario is that males victimize other males. 

• Perpetrators and victims are in the same age group in 10.9 percent of cases 

The largest average age gap between perpetrators and victims occurs when 
males victimize males, with a 2.9 year average age difference. There is 
virtually no average age difference when females victimize either males or 
females. 

The majority of arrestees are juveniles, except when males victimize females, 
in which only 20 percent of arrestees are juvenile.Less than 5 percent of 
perpetrators are 30 or over; their victims are always in the 15-17 age bracket. 
For victims ages 12 through 17, most perpetrators tend to be in similar age 
brackets. 
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Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Robbery 

Children are infrequently victims of robbery 
until their teenage years. 

120  

Robbery  
Vict ims by Age 
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Males are victims the majority of  the time in juvenile cases; males are 
the perpetrators the vast majority of the time. 
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Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Robbery 

• Children under 9 are unlikely to be victims. 
• Child victims ages 9-14 are likely to be victimized bypeers  or older 

juveniles. 
• Juvenile victims ages 15-17 are victimized by adults andpeers.  
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Shaded cells in the table below indicate victims and perpetrators in the same age group. 

A R R E S T E E  
A G E  
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J U V E N I L E  VICTIM A G E  
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T o t a l  
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Juven i le  Tota l  0 1 11 38 45 95 
18-19 
20-24  
25-29  
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35-39  
40-49  
50-59  

2 1 
29 
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8 
1 
1 
4 
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13 
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A d u l t  To ta l  2 1 1 4 53 61 
T o t a l  2 2 12 42 98 I 156 

I 
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Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Robbery 

Males victimize other males in over 80percent of  juvenile cases. 

160 

G e n d e r  Pa i r ings :  O f f e n d e r  to V ic t im 
R o b b e r y  
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Male/Male Male/Female Female/Female Female/Male 

128 20 7 1 

• M a l e / M a l e  = M a l e  Ar r e s t ee  wi th  a Ma le  Vic t im 

• M a l e / F e m a l e  = M a l e  Ar res t ee  wi th  a F e m a l e  Victim 
• F e m a l e / M a l e  = F e m a l e  Ar res t ee  wi th  a Ma le  Victim 
• F e m a l e / F e m a l e  = F e m a l e  Ar res t ee  wi th  a Fema le  V ic t im  

When males victimize females, the average age of the perpetrators tends to 
be younger than the average age of  the victims. 

Robbery: Juvenile Victim Summary 

ARRESTEE VICTIM % OF ARRESTEE: VICTIM: % JUVENILE % BOTH IN 
CASES AVG. AGE AVG. AGE ARRESTEES SAME AGE 

GROUP 
MALE MALE 82% 17.6 14.7 67.2% 7.8% 

MALE FEMALE 13% 12.1 13.3 20.0% 30.0% 

FEMALE MALE 1% 12.0 12.0 100.0% 0.0% 

FEMALE FEMALE 5% 17.0 16.7 57.1% 14.3% 
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Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Felony Sexual  Assault  

Felony SexualAssault includes Unlawful Sexual Contact 1 st and 2nd, Unlawful 
Sexual Penetration 1st, 2nd, and 3rd, Unlawful Sexual Intercourse 1st, 2nd, and 
3rd, Continuous Sexual Abuse of a Child, and Sexual Exploitation of a Child. 
There are 385 crime incidents involving juvenile victims in 1995. 

Juvenile Victims 
• The victims are younger than most crime categories in this study; 32 percent 

are in the 12-14 age group. 

• Females are victims in 85 percent of juvenile cases, while arrested in less than 
3 percent of cases. 

Perpetrators of Juvenile Victims 
• Males make up over 97 percent of perpetrators. 

• The age group with the most perpetrators against juveniles is the 30-34 age 
group, arrested in 17 percent of cases. Felony sexual assault perpetrators were 
the older than the perpetrators fi:om any other crime category in this study. 

• 25.2 percent of perpetrators are juveniles 

Victim and Perpetrator Demographic Comparisons 
• For this category, the most common scenario is that males victimize females. 

• Perpetrators and victims are in the same age group in 14.0 percent of cases 

• The largest average age gap between perpetrators and victims occurs when 

males victimize juvenile males, with a 18.5 year average age difference. When 

females victimize females, the average age difference is 7.0 years, the least 

average age gap. 
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Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Felony Sexual Assault 

Child victims ages 12 - 14 are the most frequently victimized. 

1 4 0  

1 2 0  

1 0 0  

80  

6 0  

4 0  

2 0  

0 

Felony Sexual  Assaul t  
V i c t i m s  by Age 

0-2 3-5 6-8 9-11 12-14  15-17 

N u m b e r [ ]  4 41 68 67 125 80 

Females are victimized the majority o f  the time, 
but males are nearly always the perpetrators. 
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Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Felony Sexual Assault  

• For child victims ages 3-5, older juveniles  are more active as 
perpetrators than in any other age group. 

• For child victims 12 and over, peers  begin to get  involved, but 

never to a large extenL 

100% 
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0% 

F E L O N Y  S E X U A L  A S S A U L T  
P e r c e n t  of  O f f e n d e r s  tha t  are A d u l t s ,  

P e e r s  ( S a m e  A g e  G r o u p ) ,  and O t h e r  Juven i l e  A g e  G r o u p s  

I I A D U L T S  m O T H E R  J U V E N I L E S  I - ' I P E E R S  
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Shaded cells in the table below indicate victims and perpetrators in the same age group. 

A R R E S T E E  
A G E  
9-11 
12-14 
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JUVENILE VICTIM A G E  
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Juvenile Total 1 21 26 12 25 12 97 
18-19 
20-24 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39 
40-49 
50-59 

60Plus 

1 4 12 6 
2 5 3 32 19 
3 5 6 8 3 
7 12 27 12 8 
2 4 7 20 12 
3 4 8 12 10 
2 1 2 3 8 

7 2 1 2 

23 
61 
25 
67 
46 
38 
16 
12 

Adult Total 3 20 42 55 100 68 288 
Total  I 4 41 68 67 125 80 I 385 
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Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Felony Sexual Assault 

4 0 0  

3 0 0  

2 0 0  

1 0 0  

0 

Males victimize juvenile females in 84 percent of  cases; 
males victimize other males in another 13 percent of  cases. 

G e n d e r  Pa i r ings:  O f f e n d e r  to Vict im 
F e l o n y  S e x u a l  A s s a u l t  

M a l e / M a l e  M a l e / F e m a l e  F e m a l e / F e m a l e  F e m a l e / M a l e  

50 325  1 9 

• Male/Male = Male Arrcstee with a Male Victim 
• MaleJFcmale = Male Arrcstc¢ with a Fcrnale Victim 
• Female/Male = Female Arrcstc¢ with a Male Victim 
• Female/Female = Female Arrcstcc with a Female Victim 

Victims are younger when perpetrators victimize those of  their same gender. 

Felony Sexual Assault: Juvenile Victim Summary 

ARRESTEE VICTIM % OF ARRESTEE: ~CTIM: % JUVENILE % BOTHIN 
CASES AVG. AGE AVG. AGE ARRESTEES SAME AGE 

GROUP 

M A L E  MALE  13% 27.5 9.0 34.0% 18.0% 

M A L E  F E M A L E  84% 28.8 11.3 23.1% 13.2% 

FEMALE  MALE  2% 25.8 11.1 44.4% 11.1% 

F E M A L E  F E M A L E  0% 14.0 7.0 100.0% 0.0% 
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Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Misdemeanor Sexual  Assaul t  

Misdemeanor Sexual Assault includes Sexual Harassment, Indecent Exposure, Incest, 
Unlawful Sexual Contact 3rd, and Obscenity. There are 125 crime incidents involving 
juvenile victims in 1995. Eighty-six percent of juvenile victims are female; less than 6 
percent of perpetrators are female. 

Juvenile Victims 
• The 12-14 age group is the most victimized group, victimized in 46 percent of the 

juvenile incidents. 

• Over 86 percent of juvenile victims are female. 

Perpetrators of Juvenile Victims 
• Males are the perpetrators in close to 95 percent of cases. 

For the most part, perpetrators for misdemeanor sexual assault are younger than in 
felony sexual assault. The age group with the most perpetrators against juveniles is 
the 12-14 group, arrested in 25 percent of the incidents. 

• 44.8 percent of perpetrators are juveniles 

Victim and Perpetrator Demographic Comparisons 
• For this category, the most common scenario is that males victimize females. 

• Adult perpetrators 35 and over tend to victimize juveniles 12 or older. 

• Perpetrators and victims are in the same age group in 12.8 percent of cases 

The largest average age gap between perpetrators and victims occurs when females 
victimize juvenile males, with a 23.2 year average age difference. When females 
victimize females, the average age difference is 11.0 years, the least average age gap. 
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Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Misdemeanor Sexual Assault 

Just as in juvenile  felony sexual assault cases, children ages 12-14 are 
the most frequently victimized. 

M i s d e m e a n o r  Sexual  Assau l t  
Victims by Age 
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Juvenile victims are most likely to be female; perpetrators o f  juveniles 
(adult and juvenile) are very likely to be male. 
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Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Misdemeanor Sexual Assault 

• For child victims under 9 years old, older juveniles are the 
perpetrators the majority o f  the time. 

• For child victims ages 12-14, 40 percent ofperpetrators are peers. 
• For child victims ages 15-17, adults are the perpetrators the majority 

o f  the time. 

1 0 0 %  
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0% 

M I S D E M E A N O R  S E X U A L  A S S A U L T  
P e r c e n t  of  O f f e n d e r s  t h a t  a re  A d u l t s ,  

P e e r s  ( S a m e  A g e  G r o u p ) ,  and  O t h e r  J u v e n i l e  A g e  G r o u p s  

I 1 A D U L T S  IiTEIOTHER J U V E N I L E S  r " I P E E R S  I 

0-2 3-5 6-8  9-11 1 2 - 1 4  1 5 - 1 7  
V i c t i m  A g e  

Shaded cells in the table below indicate victims and perpetrators in the same age group. 

A R R E S T  
A G E  
9-11 

12-14 
15-17 

EE 
J U V E N I L E  V I C T I M  A G E  

3-5 6-8 
3 2 
1 3 

2 

9-11 1 2 - 1 4  1 5 - 1 7  
I~i,:JllBl!J~,llit!iililTliHlllllllll 2 

3 ~ 1 
3 5 

T o t a l  
9 

31 
16 

J u v e n i l e  To ta l  4 7 8 30 7 56 
18-19 
20 -24  
25 -29  
30 -34  
35 -39  
40 -49  
50 -59  

6 0 P l u s  

1 3 1 
5 8 4 
2 
4 2 1 

4 8 
2 9 3 

2 2 
1 

6 
19 
2 
8 

13 
14 
4 
3 1 1 

A d u l t  To ta l  2 4 15 28 . 2 0  69 
T o t a l  6 11 23 58 27 I 125 
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Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Misdemeanor Sexual Assault 

Eighty-five percent of  cases involve males victimizing females. 

140 
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G e n d e r  P a i r i n g s :  O f f e n d e r  to Vict im 
M i s d e m e a n o r  S e x u a l  A s s a u l t  

II1!IIt 
Ma le /Ma le  M a l e / F e m a l e  Fema le /Fema le  Fema le /Ma le  

12 106 2 5 

• M a l e / M a l e  ffi M a l e  Ar re s t ce  wi th  a M a l e  V ic t im  

• M a l e / F e m a l e  = M a l e  Ar re s t ee  wi th  a F e m a l e  Vic t im 

• F e m a l e / M a l e  = F e m a l e  Ar re s t ee  wi th  a M a l e  V ic t im  

• F e m a l e / F e m a l e  = F e m a l e  Ar res t ee  wi th  a F e m a l e  V ic t im  

When females victimize juvenile males, the average age 
of the perpetrators is nearly 40years old. 

Misdemeanor Sexual Assault: Juvenile Victim Summary 

ARRESTEE VICTIM % OF ARRESTEE: VICTIM: % JUVENILE 
CASES AVG. AGE AVG. AGE ARRESTEES 

% BOTH IN 
SAME AGE 

GROUP 

MALE MALE 10% 24.5 10.8 16.7% 

MALE FEMALE 85% 24.2 12.3 50.0% 

FEMALE MALE 4% 39.0 15.8 0.0% 

FEMALE FEMALE 2% 26.5 9.5 50.0% 

25.0% 

12.3% 

0.0% 

0.0% 
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Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
theft 

The Theft category includes Theft and Extortion. There are 175 crime incidents 
1995 involving juvenile victims. 

Juvenile Victims 

• The 15-17 age group make up 44 percent ofjuvenile victims. 

• Males make up the majority of juvenile victims. 

Perpetrators of Juvenile Victims 

in 

The age group with the most perpetrators against juveniles is the 12-14 group, 
arrested in 39 percent of the incidents. 

Arrestees in the 15-17 age group make up another 37 percent of the incidents. 
Less than 5 percent of perpetrators are ages 20 or older. 

85.1 percent of perpetrators are juveniles 

Victim and Perpetrator Demographic Comparisons 
• For theft, the most common scenario is that males victimize other males. 

• Perpetrators and victims are in the same age group in 45.1 percent of cases 

The largest average age gap between perpetrators and victims occurs when 
females victimize juvenile males, with a 3.8 year average age difference. When 
females victimize females, there is less than one year average age difference. 

Most perpetrators are in a similar age group as the victims; in all gender 
combinations of victims to offenders, at least 80 percent of arrestees are 
juveniles. 
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Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
theft 

Only one percent o f  juvenile cases involve a victim 
under the age o f  9. 
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Thef t  
Victims by Age 
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Males are the victims in over three-quarters o f  juvenile cases. 

Theft Theft 
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Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Theft 

• There are no victims in the 0-2 age group, or the 3-5 age group. 
• Other juveniles are usually the perpetrators f o r  juvenile victims 

ages 6-11. 
• Peer activity becomes very important in juvenile theft cases where 

the victim is 12 or over. 
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T H E F T  
Percen t  of Offenders that are Adults, 

Peers  ( S a m e  Age  Group),  and Other Juvenile Age Groups 
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Shaded cells in the table below indicate victims and perpetrators in the same age group. 
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Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
theft 

Males victimize other males in 71 percent of juvenile theft cases. 
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G e n d e r  P a i r i n g s -  O f f e n d e r  to V ic t im 
Thef t  

M a l e / M  a le  

124 

M a l e / F e m a l e  Female/Female Female/Male 

30 11 10 

• Male/Male = Male Arrestce with a Male Victim 
• Male/Female = Male Arrestee with a Female Victim 
• Female/Male = Female Arrestee with a Male Victim 
• Female/Female = Female Arrestee with a Female Victim 

The average perpetrator age for  theft is younger than 
in other selected crime types. 

Theft: Juvenile Victim Summary 

ARRESTEE VICTIM % OF ARRESTEE: VICTIM: % JUVENILE 
CASES AVG. AGE AVG. AGE ARRESTEES 

% BOTH IN 
SAME AGE 

GROUP 
MALE MALE 71% 15.0 13.7 85.5% 

MALE FEMALE 17% 15.4 13.9 80.0% 

FEMALE MALE 6% 15.4 11.6 80.0% 

FEMALE FEMALE 6% 13.7 13.0 100.0% 

6.5% 

3.3% 

0.0% 

0.0% 
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Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Welfare 

Welfare crimes include Abandonment of Children, Endangering the Welfare of a Child, 
Unlawful Dealing with a Child, and Endangering Children. There are 494 crime 
incidents with juvenile victims. 

Juvenile Victims 
• Males make up a slight majority of victims. 

The most victimized age group is the 0-2 group, the youngest most victimized age 
group among all the crime categories. Victims 5 and under make up 32 percent of 
victims. 

Perpetrators of Juvenile Victims 
• This is the only crime category with a female majority of perpetrators. 

The age group with the most perpetrators against juveniles is the 25-29 age group 
(21 percent of arrestees), the oldest most arrested of all the crime categories in this 
study. 

• 8.1 percent of perpetrators are juveniles 

Victim and Perpetrator Demographic Comparisons 
• For welfare, males victimize other males most frequently by a small margin. 

• Perpetrators and victims are in the same age group in 4.7 percent of cases 

There are large average age gaps between perpetrators and victims in all situations, 
ranging from 17.8 years when males victimize males, to 22.9 years difference when 
females victimize females. 

• When males victimize males, less than 16 percent of arrestees are juveniles. In all 
other gender combinations, less than 7 percent of arrestees are juveniles. 
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Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Welfare 

Forty-four percent of victims are 5 or under. 
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Welfare 
Victims by Age 
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Females make up slightly less than half of victims, 
and slightly more than half of perpetrators. 
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Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Welfare 

• For children under 12, adults are nearly always theperpetrators. 
• For children ages 12-14, peers and other juveniles made up 14 

percent o f  cases. 
• For children ages 15-17, peers are the perpetrators in nearly one- 

forth o f  juvenile cases. 

100% 

80% 

60% 

40% 

20% 

0% 

W E L F A R E  
P e r c e n t  of  O f f e n d e r s  t h a t  a r e  Adu l t s ,  

P e e r s  ( S a m e  A g e  Group ) ,  and O t h e r  Juven i l e  A g e  G r o u p s  

I m A D U L T S  I ~ I O T H E R  J U V E N I L E S  I - ' I P E E R S  I 

0-2 3-5 6-8 9-1 1 1 2-1 4 1 5-1 7 
V i c t i m  A g e 

Shaded cells in the table below indicate victims and perpetrators in the same age group. 
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60Plus 

10 1 8 
33 26 8 4 10 
29 27 23 13 5 
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10 13 14 16 18 
11 5 6 4 9 
1 1 
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11 87 
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Adul t  Total 115 96 66 46 60 71 4 5 4  
Tota l  I 118 97 67 48 70 94 494  
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Juvenile Victims and Their Perpetrators 
Welfare 

Welfare is less of  a gender oriented crime for victims and perpetrators 
than the other crime types. 

2 0 0  

1 5 0  

1 0 0  

50  
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G e n d e r  P a i r i n g s :  O f f e n d e r  to V i c t i m  
W e Ifa re 

M a l e / M a l e  M a l e / F e m a l e  F e m a l e / F e m a l e  F e m a l e / M a l e  

153 88 144 107 

• Male/Male = Male Arrestee with a Male Victim 
• Male/Female = Male Arrestc¢ with a Female Victim 
• Female/Male = Female Arrcste¢ with a Male Victim 
• Fcmale,/Fcmalc = Female Arrcstc¢ with a Female Victim 

The average age of children is younger than for other selected crime types; 
the average age of  perpetrators is older than the other selected crime types. 

Welfare: Juvenile Victim Summary 

ARRESTEE VICTIM % OF ARRESTEE: VICTIM: % JUVENILE % BOTH IN 
CASES AVG. AGE AVG. AGE ARRESTEES SAME AGE 

GROUP 

M A L E  M A L E  31% 27.5 9.7 15 .7% 7.2% 

MALE  F E M A L E  18% 28.1 9.3 4.5% 9.1% 

F E M A L E  MALE  22% 28.6 5.8 1.9% 0.0% 

F E M A L E  F E M A L E  29% 29.4 6.5 6.9% 2.8% 

* T w o  Unknown  C a s e s  
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ERRATA 
Juvenile Victims & Their Perpetrators 

Page 7 

ARRESTEE 
AGE 
6-8 
9-11 
12-14 
15-17 

0-2 

JUVENILE VICTIM AGE 

3-5 6-8 9-11 12-14 15-17 

5 17 2 
18 24 74 ~ 95 
11 20 44 201 

JuvenHeTo~/ 10 34 62 157 503 657 
18-19 
20-24 
25-29 
30-34 
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40-49 
50-59 

60Plus 

17 3 9 8 62 262 
56 57 31 22 78 167 
41 46 48 38 36 63 
34 56 52 81 73 66 
21 36 39 39 89 110 
18 14 18 25 61 64 
1 4 2 4 12 25 

2 8 6 8 9 
AdulT oral 188 218 207 223 419 766 

Total 198 252 269 380 922 1,423 I 
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