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PES HOHIES, O>L\IlA, nE:lVm 

Children 1.·,ho l'n~'Jl(";p in ;J.ct~~ Hldch ,.,rOllld 1ll' r:rininn.'1 if Cfl:'u:littec1 IJY 

nrlults, present <l diffc>rcnt rro!)lcr.J for the comMunity th:u l:h0. prohl(,Pl of .-,dult 

. . 1 b 1 • 1 Crl"11nn C.l<1Vlor. Tn Ol1r 1[';:'<11 system the tl,r;c of the ('ffender is .;. faetor 1.1 

detcrminin;; Cr1!T1in.l1 responsibility. AltlwlIgh a[';c helps (\(>tcrmine responsilJility, 

tho spp,riltion of crimin;11 rrocossinp, v.,t"jcs \videly hct:\':(>OI1 YOllth ';'IH1 ndulu'. The 

') 

nnrl privat r', c;n rll,lt the> .l11t!~O rl i :',ht ;tct ,1ti tho bOlll'v('ll.'nL: parlOnt.·' TIll' rroc,:~edings 

\,'C'TC not subject to th,~ r~l[trc o[ jluh1.icity ',·;11Lch could fol1m·~ th(! cldld tl1rolli: h the 

rest of his life. 

,\t the ~;rcnC' > tll'.' f;llbj eels nl'C! ViOll,llly chccJ~cd fnr HeapOI1", <lncl tile boys 

At: 11C~;lclqll~lrtcrs, c!rtccl'ivl'f; ,1rc T1lltifjr'd p[ ll1(' ponsjhility of .illv(~n'il('s heinr~ 

hrnup,ht'ln. The !lo1 LC('\·."l;:lf'l1 sr'nrdl the fe~l:1"lcfi, and tl\('11 hrit'."; the"11 kw 1.;: to l:\\('. 

" 1\ I t1 1 1'L! n" t n ;1\'.',1 i t r 1\ r I: In? r pro C c;; s i 11 g , '3 

1 

2 

3 

L i nIl in, I rv in r;, "Po 1 j c c En r. 011 11 t 1:\ 1'8 \.: i. th Juvcn i1 cs", t:2!~~rJ_('::!!~.:~0_1~~~r::'..1 __ ~L-,C;o C':Lo}ogy , 
Vol. 70 (~0rt. 64), pr. 206-214. 

I-,'e1],;, Kr>nnnth, <1nd P:lll1 n. h'('~~ton, .TlI:;I:ico fOT Jllvr'l1i](':;, (P.1l~ific Palisades: 
Gondyrar PllbJislJing Co" 1972), p.--2-Z-,-.-----------'-----

Des ~Ioi,n(>s, Tnl,.:n, Polict, r)l'pt., l'o.r;.;on<11 Field Ohservation, H-2!1-7'; to 11-2-74. 

tho. LTni forrl l)ivi;, i on. 

l-,'hol1 the' [;:lifoTl'1(,d Officer h.1s C'ontnct ,,;jth n juvf'nilL', tll(' (1fficer in 

rl:'1NI8c keeps the juvenile> (lilt of the police station, ti1cl:chy olhd:wtin;: conplete 

aftc!r a ficJd nf[icer h.1s fi le>c1 hi" pr.o.l i:'1in.lry infol'f!1<ltioll l'l'l'nrl. '!:ll' [)('l'('ctivc 

nivic;ion thell be'~Ln[; th" p1'o('('.<\\ITO bc10~.,. 

The initinl prl)'~'.'::sin~~ cnnsist:c of til(' [rl1m,!i.,;:: 

1 J>.ttQ 
2. Child's l1tlT10. 

3, Addre''>s 
'\ . l' a 1'('11 l ' s n ""l\~ 
') . "\.f'.r 
r; • C:t':r ~: u:Tjb l' 1" 

7. eh" rf',';[; 
<l n. 1~C' 1"1 ~-:;('r\ to 
9. AtltlHWity 

Roej!IP·,t~; fl'r .lnfOl·m.1tinn nn thos,-- Division 
r.ccords ,:hich CO!~I' frem other [1(1(!I1cic's slw.11 hr hOn0rt'd 
0:1 .1 n ('C'd- to-~·:n0\,!-h<l sis , L"c1~ i ng f:i n.11 ,i llV[';-'\ i 1 C' cour ': 
('nso rii[,posit ion:11 c!.1tC[', thr ro.quC'st slwl1 b(~ r0.fcr.red t(l 

Polk County .111\'on11(> Court fpr 1"0.nly. 

F01"('.(' in 1\ r re' s tor .Iu \'(> 11"11 (' s . Pc'1"S OllT1\' 1 '1]1:111 11(' - ------- ------ _. - _ .. --.--- - -. _. - -- - --
(':<tr.1 c.1Tl'(1I1 tn Uf,(, olllv the force ;1\)"ol\1\('\Y n0ce,,~;ary 
in the "rrcst: of n jllveni1C'. Tn 1:1108(> (';JP>C[; \:lJcrr ur;l' of 
(OT(,0. i" n"C'C'8!~<11'V tho 011 ti rc detni] s of thr fCll'e'} w~(,d nnc! 
r!".1son shall ho ful.ly C'xpl:1fncrl In the prrliminary n'[>nrt:. 
Tf tll!" (';1:-;r c\ClOS l1Clt cnl1 for ,) prC'lir.d,nar~ 1'(']101"[:, t\F'll 

full d(>tails shall he 1'eportpd in rr]C~morandul'l to thn S(·{~tinn 

COI·1~;lndpr. 

_~.?.:'!..T_('J1. 1\ r,enrc:h of t:hc juven'iJ 0 :Jrn~Gt:('r1 i~; (':~~;c>ntJnl 
[:0 th(, s;lft,tv of 11(,1'8011n01 .1nd the puhl i r.. The rtr~e of the' 
offonder has 1 Ltl:lc bl.'rtl'ill(', Ilpon th,~ dC'cis1on tp sc'ar<'II. 
Pcrs0I1nrl shrtl1. hase t:h,.,ir deci s1.on to SOrt rell lipan tl\('~ n.lturc 
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of the offense ~nd the need to imm~dinte1y relive the 
nrrested pr~rsoTl of ,'I(;<1[1ons rllld evidence. Those youths 
arr.estcd for. 1n;lriju~na, drl1~;[; or Narcoti.cs sl13l1 be 
finp,erpri.nted. II 

The detect~vcs in Des Moines are the only police officials to usually process 

the Juve~iles after they ~rc hrought to the stntion. hfter tl1C intake procedures 

and initial investi~ation nrc completed, the detective has guidelines for determining, 

options open for custody of the youth. 

Personnel shall usc tIle below cri.teria in determinin~ disposition based 

on their judgment nnd exporier .. e, factors surrounding both the nature' of the offense 

and the youth hir.1self: 

n. 
h. 
c. 
d. 

The np,e (1 f the you th . 
111C nptllre .1nd severity of the offr.nsp. 
Prior c:ontnct ',olith this Deprtl~tm(>nt 
httitude toward ncception and cooperating 
'.vith efforts to help rehabilitate him. 

e. The youthls need for profossionnl ossist.'1ncr-! 
as determined by hjs physical. and mental 
chnrac:tcristics. 

f. 

h. 

1. 

The ability of the youthls parents or r;u~rdjan 
to acknowled~e thei.r awareness of the serious­
ness of their childls involvcment with this 
depnrtment and to control and discipline their 
child. 

The riflhts of the victim or compla1n~nt if 
justi.ce is not to he done to the victim or 
complainant throunh over-emphasis on the 
youth off.endcr, and the sorial tran'1l1ilitv 
(1f tite cor:muni ty is not s.:lcriftced hocatls~ this 
dep<1rtfilPnt foi.led to cl0nl "'ith c1c1in<1ur'nts 
in a positive manner. 

The possibility of recidivism on the part of 
the youth. 

ThC? youth h:1',.:t rrcnrd of clel'I I1<"lllende[; 
commitl:oc1 nvr:r rI peci or! of t i.r.w, even thotl~'h 

the youth may not hrlve been referred to co~rt 
for nny of these offenses. 

j. 

k. 

1. 

m. 

n. 

o. 

p. 

'1' 

The (1frr~nr;r LtseJ f is not :intrinGicnlly 
serious, hilt the total c ircumstnnces surroundin)', 
tIl(' corr.'111[;r-;jon of the ~;"'t seem to indi.c.:ttC' the 
youth nerels somc> type (l·f protpctive nctions. 

The youth or his parents or guardiLln ~rc 
umoJilling to cooperate Hith this department or 
with other soci.:tl a~encies. 

Voluntary .'1p,enc:j' casc\wrk ,oJith the Yotlth 
has fai led in the prist boc;'1use the YOllth 
HOG not wil1in~ to cooper~te with a non­
authoritarian ngency. 

The protective services needed hy the youth 
cLln best he ohtained through the court ond 
its services. 

The youth dcni0S that he cOl"'1mitteo thC' offonse', 
hilt invest-il"'atinl1 hns reGl1lted in sufficic'nt 
evi.c1pnrc f()r.'1 rourt referr'1l nncl hcl-jc'vr 
that a judicial determination is nC'C·essnry. 

Tht' youth is on f()Lnwl or informal proh.1.tion 
for a previolls off('.TIse. 

The dr~rep of criminnl sophistication shown 
i.n the offense, such :1S usc of !>urQl<Jr tools, 
cr"iminal .i:1rgon, prelncdirltion, <J WC.1ron 
or strong :1rl"'1 methods. 

Youth offenders npprehenden in a roroup \oJi.ll be 
tr6ated on an n1l-or-none hasis. S 

OccaRionally, the puhlic rnny not perceive the police department's reasoning 

for the hanoling of juveniles in the above manner. The les~l guidelines stated 

helm", if 1(110\,," to the puhlic, mny help the police in their O1.ctions. 

1. Wlcn r..1therin~ evidence of an offense, there 
shall he no d1,ffcrnnccs in pl~o('('(1ur~1 oper;ltions 
in .'1n inv('sti~:1tion i.f a youth is 'involved 'illste<Jci 
of :1n [1<1ul t suspect. A competent invpst-ir,ation 
!;h~ll he' conducted, the clPfirc n of proof rC'CjuirC'd 'is 
no less fnr:1 youth t:ll[111 for nn adlilt. i':'1('ry cnSI~ shall 
be t'xel"C ised to a5811r0 the rights of the YOllth; he 
s1101.11 be p,lIa";mtcec1 the same rights ns an acll1I t. 

5 
4 Ibid., Sec. 2 h-q P. 212 h,B,C. 

Des t'[oinC!s, To\"-1, Police Dept., nivlsional General Order (1'3 Scpte;uber tl, 1S7! •• ' 
Sec. lC, Ifn, p. 212D ~---- .. -------.----- .. -.----~ .. --' 
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2. 

3. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

PersoJ1l1Pl told 11;; Y01lth i n\:o c\lstody or t;"1ldnf'. 
:-my offici .... ll <1ction Hi til t:hc. youth is r(,8pol1-
sihlo to notify the r~r0nt or ~unrdinn of the 
youth ns soon as possihlc. 

Persnnnrl shnll i.nEonl the pnr:cnts or. ~\!ard1<H\S 

"E n11 focts pcrtninin2 to the unloHful behavior· 
of thcir childron, but sh<1.11 also seck the': cooperative 
invo)vemcnt of the parents in the investigntion. 

Personnel. 5h,,1.1 nvoicl the practice ,,11ieh 
cOlLI cI he doscribcd ns heing "inherentJy coercive ll 

which makes it likely th.:1t any person would express 
cooperation or confess to any unlawful conduct as . 
n rcsult of induced fenr. 

Prrsonnrl d\Jrin),; int('rvil:""7 or interro;-;ntions, 
shnll he sensitive and respect thr bnsic 1('),;n1 
I1S v!(?ll <1S hum<1n ri?,hts of all pcn;ons, ndlJlt 
nncl YOllth. 

Hhrn Cjuf';stioni.n?, youth, harsh, nbusive l<1nr;u.1f',0., 
l'!pithets, rrofnnity anel other vulgnritics shall 
not he used. Personnel shall Jearn to cnmmunicnte 
,"ith youth at their level, the same- <IS r:'nmlllllnicating 
'<ltth .1dults of v,HiollS cultural nnd educntion.11 hack­
f,rollnds at their levels. 

{I. Pel'sonnol 5h.']11 r.mke the decision h"-Is('d n.'1 
the 1i.r,llt of the totillity 'of the circm-:stmlcC's 
of ('nch specific casc, in determining whether 
to have. pa.rc.nts or guardian? present durinr; the 
interview or j~terrosntion.) 

As the. p,uidcl.ines state, YOllth nrc given every rir,ht that an adult has, 

as well as beinr; separated from the adult procedures. 

The YOllth in nes Hoi.nes arc offered every opportunity of: legal counsel, 

proceeding, as well as the protection from the adult proccssinr. 

Di.sponltion or the: youthflll off(,nder in 1)cs Noi.neH (';\1\ tnke. v:.1dous 

forms. ilasica-ly, there nrc fOllr methods open. 

F1.rst, there ·i::; the "Street RL>lease ll pror;r'1m. The Fi.e1d Off; cer dQtermines 

the. seriousness of the offense. If it is n rclntivo].y ninnr offense, the officer fills 

6 JOHn L.:l~" Pcvi C!H, Juvcnj1 c C>JtJrt Intake, Des Hoines, Vol. 55, Nl). II (April, ' 70) 
Sec. tI, P. It+. 
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out .:1 "Field Contnct C.:1rrl" ~"i.rh n."lmc, .1:11\ other nl~CCnS.1ry cont."lct infortnntion. 

The officor Hill th0n tnke thc' YOllth l\nl'w LE the youth livc~,.ln the pntrolml1n's 

district. If the Yoltth is from:1 distant distri,:t, or from out of tOVl1, the 

patrolml1n contacts the Detective Division for transportation. IE the youth is 

from out of tmm, the pnrents or gUl1rclian nrc contl1C'tec\ anri n~l(,Clscd to them. 

The s"~'ontl most rnrnm0n disposition is TL'l('."ls() to CllStOY of p01'cnts. 

Juvenile Offenders th.lt (l1'e processed and fonnd to he IIP;O()(\ risksll 

are rele~sed under this plan. The b.:1sic ~uidclines for this plan consider 

previous case history, deflrnc of offl:'nse, .:1mount of crimin.:1litv shown in offense, 

~s well as procedural ~uidclil1cs. AfteT intake nnd in1.t1111 investj~lti.Ot\, the 

youth is rcl(':1scd to clIstody of pnr<:'l.ts or [;\l:1rclinn, \·,ith " refcrral to the Polk 

County Juvenile Court. The juvcni lc is rer[ldred to af'I1(~.lr on the l1C';.:t dny 

court is reBularly scheduled. i.e., Monday night offense, Tuesday morning Juvenile 

COllrt appear.:mcc. Tf."l '.,'cekr.mJ recurrence, l-!opc\iJ.)' r.1ornin;; is <1 busy clay in cour t. 

If the ()ffel1tlrr h:1s had .:1 nunber of polj c(' a:;pncy cont.:1cts) the 

p.:1rentnl relensc is not or,~n to hj;n. Tn these ins t;l11ce:.;, the youth may (Ilrcndy be 

under court supervision. If the youth is uncler court or .1f,cncy supervision, the 

court officcr for the youth is contacted. If after. conferrj.nr, \vith the court officc.r, 

it is decided to retai.n custody of the youth, :it must he done ,dth the permission of 

the court. tn most cascs, the youth is tr3nsfC'rrec\ to tJ1C Pnl.k County Detention Center. 

In the event th.,t the r.cnter C;ln not cont:r.ol the juvcni1C', or duc tn 'c::trnllatin~ 

circllmst.:ll1ce~J, the' jllvenile may rcm.:1in :in the police j\lvl.!ni.lf~ lock-up. Thi:; con 

only hI:' instituted upon l"C:,quest of the dc.tr~ntion ('(~nt:cr or court officl'r. In :111 

ctlses rcqulrinr, detentlol1, Lile;.! juvl'n Llc \;(1urt must hu informed prior to 

illC:J:·ceratioll. 
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The processLnz of youthful offeadeTs in Om;1\w, Ncbrnska, varies from 

thnt of Des ~Ioincs, In significant wnys. In instances involving juveniles fourteen 

ycars nnd older, hut It'~S than eighteen years, the follm1inr, rules s\J.-!ll apply. 

Juv0.nil os in this c<ltef;ory mny only be bookoC\ 
for felony chargcs in the detention area by perMission of 
the County Attorney w\lose nnmc must be on the Record of 
Arrest. In the cas~ of an arrest in this aBe Rroup, the 
following fingerprint c<lrcis shall be taken: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

The F.n.I. fins;n'print cnrcl to be stamped 
"Uu\'enile .. no Distribution" and is to hi' 
helel in the .i acke t l1n tUn felony convic t ion 
is roported from the court. 

Stat0 fingerprint card to be stamped 
"J\lvenile - Distribution" and is to he 
held in the jacket unttl a conviction comes 
in from the court. 

H,1stcr print fi le card to he ~iv('n routin{~ 

cl 'i s t rib uti 0 n . 

The c:1nl for the jncl:ct, ei theT JSR OT B of T j:1ckot, 
goes into rO~~111ar distribution. 

Hisciemc.1'1or Juveniles !looked At Jail Dc< tion T.evel: 

The only juveniles ,\'110 arc hooked into the 
detention area nre juveniles sixteen nnd s~vcntccn 
veal'S old ",ho arc arrested fot' mi.scicnlC.1I1or possession 
~f mnriju.1nn Llnd misdeme<1nor possession of nlcoholic 

be.vc:rar,es. 
In nd ther casc, shall nny fu1l print card 

or photnf,-l~,;'pl\;be taken of these juvcnUes. As in 
.111 Records of Arrest, a sin~lc fin~erprint of the 
right index finger s\1(111 be pl.:1ccd on the ori~~.inal Recore! 
of Arrest and on the second, yellow copy or identification 

copy. 
No jllvenile ItndC'r the age of fourteen shall he 

fin~erprinted, either a single print for identification 
or print cards, or photop;r.:1phet! for any reason. 

If it is specifically felt hy the Criminal 
Tnvestir,.1tion Bllre.1u that i1 juvenile tinder fotlrt(~en yenrs 
olel should he fingerprinted for some specific. purpose, 
a Cnurt Order must he otained from the District 

-7-
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COli r t u r t· h·' F 0 u rt h J \I die i :1 1 D i 8 t ric t .1 n rl / 0 r 
Sep.1r.1t:c .J1I\'enj]o c.ourt (lr j)oll.~las I.ounty to .111m.' 
the fi.nr,erpr inti nr:. 7 

The. :'lohrask.1 1 ('gis1 arllTe pnssecl (l hi J 1, "LH (iOII, for 
an act rel.1tinr. to minors to limit the takin5~ nncl usc of 
finGerprints except ns prescribed, which states: 

l1_~~tior~_J_~_ Thc' fingerprints of .1ny child 1('85 th.111 
f('lul:'tpc'.n years of age, Hho fl.1S hecn t<lken into rllstocly 
in the ,investip':ltion of his or her suspccte>d un1m!ful 
;lct, shall not be taken un]esn the CO!1s';nf' or any IHstri.ct, 
district COllnt:,', ilssociate county or scp.:1rntc :illV(~ni1c 
court judge has first been ohtnincd. 

Section 2. If the judge permi t5 the finr,crprintinr;, 
the fin;.t'rprints rHlst he filrc! by 1(1,'.' enforcer1cnt officers 
it' files k('pt S0p;]r:1t:e from those of f',"rsnns of tho .1~~(' 

of mn.iori.ty. 

~<:,_~t_i~~.2:_ 1'11(> f:in~orprints of ;]ny ch i] d 1 ('s~:; rl1,1n olp.hteell 
years of age 8h,111 not he sent t.o n st.1t(> or fro(iL~rcll c\('DositOTV 
by a lnH cnforrelTI(>nt .1r,C'nry of thir; stilte Imless: (1) Tile -
chUd h.1s bl~en convicted of il felony; (2) The chile! 11.15 unlawfully 
terminntrod his or her commitment to a Youth Development 
Center; or (3) The chilLI .is a rUl1m,'ay, and ;1 fin(~erprint 

chock is l1C't'ci0.d for icientific.1tion purposr's to r('turn the child to 
Ids P.1T1'l1ts. R 

As 0 nee .1 n f; C P, the :; e h r n s kat (' p, .i s 1 a t U r. e h n s S (' l' 11 f .1 t t: 0 pro L (' C t t 11 e 

juveniles from processing if they .11"e under the a~c of fourteen, except wllere 

described hy Statute and pcrmltteel hy individual applicnUon to the judtciary. 

In Omaha, juveniles may be Street Released for misdemeanor offenses. 

The general purpose 0 E this procedure is to allmv the Fie] d Officer Hho makes an 

arrest, to take a juvenile diroctJy to his residence, or to nn adult ",ho ,.,ill take 

custody of him, without the rc(pJiremcnt ('If goinr; thrO\ll\11 c('ntrnl police ilenc:quarters. 

IHth proper rcportinr, bein)"; don0 hy the field offi.cer 111.1kin'\ the .1rrcst:, it :is 

felt there will rcsu]t in [l savinr, of ti.me of the fi.cld officror. 

7 

8 

Omahn, NE. 1'01iceDi.visioll, .!2Jv~~i_on Genr.rnl Orc!c~_J! __ 7J::.-L~.:.. (Aug. 30, 1973) 
p.l, Sec. J.-l,. 

Legislatllrc of Nehr.1slw, ~_~ Lincoln, Jan. 73. 
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All juveni1C?s under the. ilf,e of L'ightcen \olho ilrr. t:"lken into custody 

for :my misdcr.le'n!1or, sh,111 he tnk0n to t:1<.'i r residence', or tllTI1C'c1 (1v('r t(1 il 

parcnt or f,uardLm, by the. patrol officer r.lnking thc <1rrcst. Tn the ('vcnt the 

juvenile. lives outside tile pntrolmnn's scrccnnt's aren of patrol, the juvcnile 

unit Hill be ]loti fied to tl",lnE;rort the jl1ven:iJe to his rcsjt\C'nce. 

Excepti0ns to the. juvonile street rcleil~,e progrnnt ar(' as fo1lOl\'s: 

THOSE NOT ELIGTllLE fOR STEEET RELEASE: 
II' 

1. /\ juvenile Hho is sixtccn ycnrs old, or older, taken 
into Ctlstocty for the char~c of "IHnoT in Possession 
of /\1r:oho1" shal1 hc hnnd]cd in the rc·/,.1Jl<1r adult 
hookinp" pror:edurc. They shil11 hr. placc?d on hOl1(l 
nnd the r:nse sl1<11 1 he> ~~rhccJlIle for the rlunicipnl 
COtI rt. 

2. A juvenile 1·!ho is fi.ftcen years old, (1r o"Jdcr, tah::n 
into cllstody for a traffic vin1atio11 shall he h:mdled 
throur,h the rp.f,ulnr traffic cit:1tion or hookin~ 
procedure <1S though he Here an ndult. 

:3 • 

5. 

6. 

Rllnn~";1ys from other :illrisdi.ctions ,·:ho cannnt be> tnkcn 
to thl'i I" rosi dence sh:111 he hrour;ht into the Juvenile. 
rn i t of fi ce .:mcl an i nforrlation Report ~;h;ll1 he 
c0npletcd hy the arresting or accompanying officer. 

Any .1llv['nile arrest:ed or 3pprehended "'ho cannot safely 
or rC'sponsibJ.y care for himSPlf duc to his ,1f,C' , 

physical li~itntions, etc'i :1nd in those instances 
where .1 pnrcnt or ~uardjan cannot he located, shall 
be hrol1~ht 'into the Juvenile Unit~office. 

Juveniles fr(1m other jur:isclictions \-Iho r:annot~ he 
t<1kcl1 to their residence and \",ho lwvc heen arn'stcd 
for m1sdpmcanor violations Hithin thc City of Orlaha, 
shall h(~ br0Ilf:i1t into thc Juvenile tTnj t: o[fir:o 
\-7i th all propcr r.riT'lc Reports (~(lmpl eted" Purthcr 
.1r t ion in t hcs c pn rtj C lllar UlS cs S 11<111 h C! b"-\11cll eel 
throu~h thc Juvenile Unit. 

In ci I"ClIr.lstanccs where .1. numh,'r. of juvl?niles an: 
nrn~stcd at thl' S.:lTn(, tj'ne for rlisdel11C'<l!1nr nfft'T1scs, 
\.' I1£' r C' i t· i SilO t rca s () n;1 b 1 C' 0 r p r .1. C Vi (' a 1 f () r t h r F i. e 1 d 
Of riccr to handl (' ;IS .1 Str.ect l~('l ('asp Si.t:1Iiltion, 
;Ill part'iec; <'hall h0 brollp;ht to C('ntral. St<1tion to the 
Juvenile Un:it. Thc field officer HilJ furnLsh n 
cOl'1plett'c1 Street Relense form PO 70 to the Juvenile 
I1ni t: for eac:h jl1vcn"i le nrrc.sted and the J\lvl'n:i.le 
Un it ~.;jl1 thcn he responsihle for transporting 
or rcleasinfj the juvenile to <l proper "-ldult. 
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7 . 

8. 

9. 

/\ i u v en 11 c \0/ hoi. s s j ;: t (' r nyc n r sol d, Ot" n 1 de r , 
tnbcn int(1 ('ustody for the. c1wrr,e of "~[isd('nlC':1nor 

possns~;ion of ~lari.i\l:1na" shall be handlod in thc~ 

r e~; u 1 a r .1 cI \11 t boo kin ro. r roc c. d 1I r e . Th e v f, h n11 h c 
p 1 nced on hond and the r.nse scheduled" for the 
Muni.cipal COllrt. 

Violnti(1ns of l<1wS pertaining to opc.rntinr, hicvcles 
on the stro.ets of the City of Or:1atw, :1nd .1.11 r;lles 
of the rond for movin~ traffic violations sh;l11 
bo. enforced by stnndnrd traffic tickets for persons 
siy.tcPI1 (1 ri) yenrs ,1ncl OVl'r i.n thc S:1IV' Pl:1nn0r nf. an 
oper"tor of :1 motor vehicle. Youn;,: persons I1nder 
the n~e of sixteen (16) violnti.ng movinf tinffic 
onlinancr sh'-lll 11(' hnlldlcd IInder the Strcet RelC'ase­
Juvenilc Progr<1m as ~ll othcr trnffic vioJ<1tors of 
th"t :1ge group. 

C<1s('s '.·.'h(~re :1 ~'ftlnicipal r.otlrt 1·:.1rr.:1nt is i,,[;\lCO fl,r 
the pc'rso'1 and the l'rol'er pCl"SOn h.'s hpon <1rref;tc,(l, 
rt'~arr11ess I)f the C1~~e of the defendnnt, he mllst 1)(' 
h00kC'd into the stnndn.rd adult booking rrnceclure 
,1m] thr. ('asp T'lIISt be fon,'arder! to t110 ~llInicipal 

COllrt vin the City Prosccllt(1r.'S Offi('.e. 9 

The OT'l<1ha Poli.ce .Juvenile Unit hns estnh.1.ishecl critcrin. for the 

detcntirn of juveniles. 

9 

A. 

R. 

C. 

D. 

F .. 

\o111cn Not To Retn"in ----.-----.--

r.ritcri.1 for Detention -- -.-------------- - -_.-

Child is ;l]most ('ertah, to run n\·.'<1)' d\lr.i.nr, the 
perinc\ the: court is studying hi s C,1se. 
Child is 01Most ccrtain to co~rnit an nffensQ 
ctangerous to hjrnscJf or to the community before 
CO\lrt disposition. 
Child r.1USt he hcld for another juriscHction, 
e.~., p<1rolc v1.013tor5, runnways, es~apecs, 

from "i.nsU tutions to Hhich they \'Ion" committed 
by n court. 
The child has been taken into rllstody by orde.r 
of the rourt . 
~~ereah(1uts or nvnil:1hjlity of parent or 
f,unniian is un:1sccrt.:lJ.nabJ e. 

Detention should not he. n.l1thori:.~ed in t:hc fo]lO\dn~', inst":;]nces: 

/\. For further fjllcstioning to comp]cte a police 
invc!;t"ir"ltion. 

B. For chi ldren apprehendec\ fOl~ minor offcn:;('s or. he.in?, 
\,'ny\\'arcl \o7ho refusc to go home, or parents pho refuse 
tn come nfter them, until .1] 1. efforts fnil l~n the 
part ()f the pe;]ce offjcers to effcct t1~e releases. 

Omaha, NE Police Divil';ion, !~i:..:0s>i ol:....s;ene~al Orc1e~'3-7.l, (Jllnc 30, J 971) 
P. 3,/1 Sec. 1-9 (/\mmended Harch 7l,) 
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C. For children lIwlble to mnkc hond r~r't· by [ll1othcr court 
[). For cJyi 1 rlrPll \'h(")<;0 prln-'nts or f,llnrd i [In rrrjll('st c\ctC'ntion 

for PI111'! t'ive purposes .10 

Juveniles nrc not rliltomntically referred to the Separate Juvenile 

COllrt. The office~'s shall rtclvise the parent or guardian th[lt it i.s \lnknmoTl1 nt this 

time whether the j lIveniJ c \·;i 11 be c[lll cd into Juveni1 e Court. If he is to he cited 

t;> 

into Juvenile COllrt for;1 l1eClring, bis parent or gllrtrdinn \\'111 be properly notified 

by the scparnte Juvenile Court. There. is no need for th(,1n to contnct the 

court or juvenile unit to inquire as to whether the young person is referred to 

court. They C:111 nSSUTIle if they do not henr f·(or.1 the juvenile nuthor1.ties, thnt the 

Crt::;c Jws not been referred to the juvenile cO\lrt. Thc're '·li.11 be no pern1i.1nent record 

,It centrnl hC'lld(]tJ.:lrters of the ."1rrost. 

Parents, gllnrdinns or custodians of all juv·cnlles under the a0c of 

eip,hteen (lR)ye<lrs of i.1f,e \\Tho .:lre arrested and detained for t'o'.'cnty-follr hours must 

he notified of the <1rrcst of the juvenile. 

;~ot:i fic<1tio;1 j:> not [1ccC'ssary for juveniles ,·.'110 arc r;ivcn troff"ic 

citations and arc relensed on a fi~ld rele.:Jsc form. ~otificntion is not 

required for those jllvenilC's booked into ~unicipol ji.1iJ that make hond or nrc released 

immediately. 

10 

~iotifjcotiC'n of a parpnt or l~u;>xdinn is required ,·:hen: 

1. 

2. 

Any juvenile \"ho 1.s ~lrTcsted and hnndled throuf;h the Juvenile 
Uni.t ond fon'arc1cc1 to the Int~lkc Office of tilC'. Juvenile Court 
r:lll!;t lWVC J13d hi.s parents notifi.C'd hy :1 l11er.lhr.T of the Om:lha 
T'olic'~ l1ivisLon. 1'111" sh0"11] he the> ro:!~31\on[;ibiJ.ity of tll(! 
.Juvenile Unit of the Cr1.min0"11 TnvC'!")tig.:lti.on nllTenll. 

l1nc\eT el;,;!tt('el1 (lR)year ollis ,,,ho nrc .:lr.n';,t~('rl ill fclony si.tuations 
and [Ire beip?, held for <lrrojf',mnent or pre] 'iminary hcari.ng must 
hnve had thc:i r parents not:lfied d\lri.n!~ this time 
pC'rio:l of the yOl1n~~ POXSOI1S' nrl"C'st :1nc1 clptcntion. The 
respol1s:ih'Lllty for this notJfi.c:ltion s!t;J'l,'1 he th(~ 

r08[1ons;hi 1.; ty of the Detention Section of the Tc'cllni.cal 
Services Bureau. 

01,,:1 ha, ~1 C Po 1 'lce () i vi s ion ~t .1~L <:E.s~0J2S'_l:.:1 t i..0l._T'ro_c:..rc111 rC..0.I_ Scc. or S II Oll, Sec. 1,2 
(norch, 197/,) 
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3. /\ j I\vC'n-i J 0 \ ... ho 'i S :1)"'""stcrl for a Plisdclnl'rlnOr and is not able 
to mako hond or he l"l·lf':lscd in <lny other m<lnncr shall he 
thr r '.'spn[1f;ihility of tho. DetC'ntion Section for nntificntion 
of <l parC'nt. 

The information that \·,ri.l1 he ~'ivcn sh.:111 bc: 

] . 
J. 
4. 
5. 

Nam0 of orrrstin~ officer. 
Pl <Jr_c of arrrst. 
Trw cJwr[;c for \·!hich the .i\lvelli 1(' \o.'.1.S arrested. 
The (bto [Inri time of arrr.st. 
i\T'Iount of hond rCCjuircd. 11 

On occ:1sion, tJie Omaha Juveni.le Unit recommends th,"1t the .i uvenilt! be 

detained in the Youth Center of the City of Omaha. This decision must he made, 

<lfter police recommendation, bv tho Into"1i<c Offic.er represcntinp, the jllvenilc 

court. If the jllveni] e \lnit \'lL<;he!; to recommend that the youth he detafnecl, the 

Juvenile Officer shall tr:1nsport the youth to the 1nt<1ke Officer i.1t the Dow;lns 

County Court lIouse. If the Int,"1kc Officer netermines th.1t the yout:h should 

be transported to. the Youth Center for. confinement, the Intal:r. Officer shnnl <I c.:111 

the Omaha Police Division for c.ruiser transport<ltion. Under no cirCllmsto"1nccs .:lre 

uniform cruisers to transport a youth fr('l:11 the courthousC' to anv othC"r nc.,tillation 

• J • I I 12 1.n tle Clty ot1C'r tlan the youth center. 

The effect thls information can have on the cOr.1munity can he vcry 

henef'icinl to the pol icc . If the puhlic Has inform(~cl as to the precautions taken for 

the Helfnre of the youth, the police role may he vie\\'eu \"ith morc re~;pect. 

11 Tbi.el., P. 7, Sec. 1-3 
12 

Ibid., P. R, Note 5. 
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Denver, Color<ldo 

Denver, Colorado apploaches the juvenile~ processing procedures in a 

different way. All juveniles taken into custody and brought to Delinquency Control 

Division or Det~ctive Division shall be processed through the identification bureau 

except those juveniles taken into custody for the following offenses: 

13 

1. Runaway 
2. Auto theft (first offense) 
3. Shoplifting 
4. Halicious mischic.E 
5. Ordinance Violation 

a. Ordinance violations involving use or 
possession of firearms and use or possession 
~f drugs shall be processed through the identi­
fication bureau. 

b. In any case, re!~ardless of the oEfense, 
where the investigator feels that identification 
bureau processing would be desirable such processing 
shall be effected. 

Identification Bureau Processing shall be handled as follows: 

1. Prior to taking any juvenile to the Ident­
ification Dureau, the investigator shall 
check the Juvenile History card to determine 
if a photograph and fingerprints arc on file. 
If not, the investig.:J.tor shall notify the 
Identification Bureau, by phone, of the 
desired processing. 

2. The juvenile to be processed shall then be 
taken, with the Juvenile Case Summary Sheet, 
to the Identification Bureau. 

3.° Identification Bureau personnel shall photo­
graph and fingerprint the juvenile and assign 
a DPO number. This number shall be stamped 
on tIle Juvenile Case Summary sheet. 

n. The DrD number shall he transcribed to 
the Juvenile History card by Delinquency 
Control Division clerks. 

b. The Identification Bureau personnel 
will xerox the juvenile Case Summary sheet and 
place the right index fingerprint on same to be 
filed in juvenile arrest file. 

4. A photograph and ftngerprint file shall be 
maintained in the Identification Bureau. 
The file shall be indexed by name and DPD Number. 

a. Photographs of juveniles will be avail-­
able to Denver Police Investigators upon request. 

b. Photographs of jUI~niles will not be 
availablo to th~ public. 

Denver, Colorado, Police Dept. Standard Operating Procedures, Sec. 404.02, 
(revised Oct. 73), p. 299. 
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The exis tlng philosophy of Juvenile Court Lmv is to give a child a hearing 

and work out a program for his better adjustment in the community instead of giving 

him a trial and dealing out punishment. 

Juveniles may be arrested (ordered in or incarcerated) for felonies, 

misdemeanors and ordinance violations upon probable cause. 

Persons \<Iho have not reached their 18th birthday \vill not be confined 

in city jail except for the following conditions: 

A. Those jailable traffic offenses committed by 
juveniles over the age of 16. 

B. WhereUthe person is ordered to be so confined 
by a Juvenile Court Judge, the Denver District 
Attorney or the superintendent of Juvenile Hall. 14 

Juvenile Hall will refuse people Hho have cormnited serious offenses 

15 such as rape, stick-up, or are eXCApees or'parole violators. 

For those juveniles placed in Juvenile Hall, the judge of the Juvenile 

Court will hold a hearing daily except Saturday and Sunday. This hearing will 

determine the need for further detention. If an investigator feels tlwt the 

juvenile has committed a serious offense, he may request the juvenile be detained 

until a filing or investigation is completed. TIle investigator requesting such 

detention must be present at the hearing and make his wishes known to the judge. 

14 

15 

Considerations for incarcerating arrested juveniles are as follows: 

a. Persons on parole shall be detained in City Jail 
upon notification to Juvenile Hall. 

b. Persons on probation may be detained Juve~ile lIall. 

c. Non-local runaways shall be detained. 

d. Local runaways who probably Hould not stay home 
if released shall be detained. 

e. Perpetrators of serious and violent crimes such 
as homicide, rape, aggravated robbery, aggravated 
assault, etc., shall be detained. -

Ibid., p. 300 

Ibid., p. 294, para. 7 
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f. Persons with extensive und recent arrests m<1y be 
det<1ined. 

g. Persons whose release would jeopardize the welfare 
of the juvenile and/or the community shall be detained. 
In this category would be those cases \oJhere a parent 
or guardian cannot be located, \oJhere the parent or 
guardian is not a responsible person or cnnnot control 
the j u' 'enilc, in other cases where it is npparent thnt 
the released juvenile would not be properly supervised 
or where the officers feel and can justify that 
release would, in fact, be detrimental to the juvenile 
and/or community. 

In all cases where the necessity for incarceration is indicated, officers 

shall bring the juvenile to Room 225, Delinquency Control" Division for processing. 

l!ere, officers shall be advised and assisted in making proper reports. notifications, 

etc .• 

Juvenile Hall will detain, pending the Detention hearing; those juveniles 

whom the Police Department feel arc necessary to detain provided officers meet certain 

stipUlations as follows. 

a. That all juveniles tnken Lnto custody be processed 
through Delinquency Control Division. 

b. That all juveniles whom officers wish detained be 
adequately screened and that one or more of the 
following criteria for detention be met. 

1. Persons on parole shall be detained (place of 
detention shall be at the discretion of Juvenile !lall) . 
2. Persons on probation may be detained in Juvenile Hall. 
3. Non-local runaways shall be detained. 
4. Local runaways who probably would not stay home if 
released shall be detained. 
5. Perpetrators of serious and violent crimes such as 
homicide, rape, aggravated robbery, aggravated assault, 
and other c.rimes against pe]."f,ons, shall be detained. 
6. Persons with extensive ar.d recent arrests may be 
det~1ined . 
7. Persons , ... hose release would jeopardize the welfare 
of the juvenile and/or the community shall be detained. 
In this category \Vould be those cases \.;here a parent or 
guardian is not a responsible person or cannot control 
the juvenile, in uther cases where it is apparent that 
the released juvenile would not be properly supervised 
or where the officer feels, and can justify, that release 
would, in fact, be detrimental to the juvenile and/or 
community. 
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c. That criteria for detention be clearly and completely 
documented on the Juvenile Case SUml:lary. 

1. It shall be the responsihility of the Delinquency 
Control Division receiving officer to see that the 
proper criteria for, detention is met and documented 
on the Juvenile Case Summary. 

Officers wlslling a juvenile detained subsequent to the detention hearing 

should make such wishes, and reasons for same, known to tile hearings officer. This 

may be done through information on the Juvenile Case Summary or through the Delinquency 

Control Division officer assigned to Juvenile Hall. 

In some cases (such as where parents cannot be contacted, etc.) certain 

juveniles must be detained even though detention is not required or ,,,ished by the 

Police Department. These releasable cases shall be handled as follows: 

a. \·I11en the Juvenile is releusable but appearance ,"ith parent 
is desired at a later tir..e, suc.h inform<1tion sha:!.l be placed 
on the Juvenile Case Summary and a completed order-in sl1<1ll 
accompany the Juvenile to Juvenile Hall. The order-in shall 
be served by Juvenile Ifall personnel in the event of release. 

b. t~len the juvenile is releasable and no further appearance 
is necessary, this information shall be plnccd on the Juvenile 
Cuse Summary. 

c. For those juveniles released and ordered in a copy of the 
order-in shall be returned to Delinquency Control Division by 
Juvenile Hall indicating that the juvenile has in fact been 16 
released. When order-ins are not served they may be discarded. 

In Denver, a modified form of parental release is in effect. It is referred 

to as "Order-In". Currently, no formal street release program is <lvailable as an 

option to juveniles. 

Officers nre urged to utilize the order-in to tile greatest possible extent. 

I-1hen an arrest is made, the officer shall, in all cases Hiler.; possible, contact the 

parent and release the j uven:Lle to the parent \-lith the necessary order-ins. Prior to 

the release, officers shall obtain sufficent information to identify the juvenile and 

complete the Juvenile Case Summary. Juvenile Case Summary shall contain detnils of 

the release and order-in. 

16 Ibid., p, 296, Para. 1-2 
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Order-ins shall be made on DP]) Form f/lOl, Notice Ear Appear<l.nce of Juveniles. 

The Delinquency Control Division copy shall be attached to the original Juvenile 

Case Summary and immediately forwarded to Delinquency Control Division. 

Order-ins for the juvenile and his parent, guardian, etc., shall be to 

Delinquency Control Division, Room 225, Police Building at 8:30 A.X. on the first day 

following the arrest including Saturdays, Sundays and Holidays. 

Delinquency Control Division personnel shall be available on a 24-hour basis 

in Room 225, 297-2911, to assist and advise officers should they desire. such assis-

17 tance, in regard to such matters as legality of arrest in various incidents, etc •. 

Juveniles in Denver do not have their records maintained in separate files. 

Pllotographs will go in file, as there docs not appear to be any ~ge restriction. 

The processing of all subjects without regard to age may leave some permanent scars 

on the juveniles in the community. The stigma of being processed nay be just the 

stLlrting off point for a "Career" in crime and delinquency. Those youths that were 

not processed may also go on to crime, but the change of not alienating them might 

be the break they need. 

The Omaha Guideli11es nnd procedures seem to hnve the most lattitucle 

in protectin~j the rir,hts of jllveni1es. The guidelines appe.:lr fnir, and \<lith the 

bes t interes ts of tl"" 1 I '" 19 1~ .:lccusce nne conwunlty 1n mlnd. 

Des ~~ines' pro~ram also appears to have Romc lattitudc although the main 

bulk of deci-sion on processing r.ests Hith the commandinp; officer.20 

Denver policics left little room for leeway. All youth were process6d in 

what appeared to be normal adult procccilires, cx~cpt for the exceptions listed in the 

I
, ] 8 

prccec1ng pnrar,r.::tphs. 

18 Lieutenant John ~!cGlnup;hlin, Personal Interview on Juvenile arrest 
procedures, Denver, Sept, 20, 1974. 

19 Sgt. Hob Jones, Personal interview on juvenile int.::tke procedures, 
Omahn, Sept. 27, 1974. 

17 Ibid., p. 295, Para. 1-4. 
20 Oct. Nnrk floyd, Personal interview on j\lvenile arrest procedures, 

Des ~!oines, Aug. 24, 1974. - 17 -

, . 

Our country is huilt on ynurh, fpr t!lQV 
1-,'(, 

must mnke every effort tn protcrt: them \,11 l1e they :Irc )'0tlllg, ,,0 t!1.\l they mny 

imprr'ssion on t!1C"1 f0r 1 i PC'. 
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