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~:~SSAULTS ON Lt=\\~ ENFORCEf1ENT OFFICERS 
JANUARY - JUNE, 1974 

, ROOERT W. WARREN 
AT10RHtl G~NtRA~ 

DAVIe; c. MEI'lANE'; 
N P"TV ATTORNEY GEN~RA~ 

I! ()\'v ArlD G. BJOR K I. UNO 
vIVi!}ICH-l AOMINiSTRATOR 

Twent,y-three WiSCOllS;i.~1 She::c:i.ffs i OfiiceG f 51 Police Departments 
and two state agencies (the State Patrol and the Law Enforcement 
Bureau of the Department of Natural Resources) reported assaults 
on law enforcement officers during the first six months of 1974. 
All of these agencies o,re direct contributors 'co the sta'c.e I s 
Uniform Crime Reporting Program (administered by the Crime 
Information Bureau of the Wisco~sin Department of Justice). 
Statewide, a total of 354 attacks on law enforcement officers 
was reported for the siJe:::-month period. 

Police agencies in cities with 50,000 to 250,000 population 
reported :3 out of every 10 ass6.1l1ts on law enforcement officers 
occurring in Wisconsin, the hig-hest nu.'1lbe:r of assaults in any of 
the five major population groups. Only 22 a:ttacks were reported 
by Sheriffvs Offices in the state's Rural Areas (6 percent of the 
Wisconsin total) • 

Note --

In mawfj c.ompaJr...UoYL6 06 .the da:ta. l,}t .thiA Ii.,epolt..t wUh :the. d~,.!;a ::::'nt£1.ined 
.in pll.ev,[oU6 ltepoJt.:l:.b 601t c.ompaJc.a.b.te. pe)(A .. ociJ.> I ,the po.o4S,[bUUy e~.tA ,ttw.t a.rvt.­
:ta..in fi.iguJte6 ma.y appeal£. :to be WVtec.ancAl,ab.te. When :t.hL~ dOe-l ac.cl))!. Lt ,[0 
bec.a.u.6 e. adjull,tmeJvi;6 have. bee.n. made. ,in :the. data. io/{ .. one alt Jt1OJt.e ,,~ :[;5H!. no£.£.oW.ing 
c..Ur.c.um.6.:ta.nc.e.6 : 

--When a .taw ena0ltc.emel'tt a.genc.y hM ,[nc.omp.ee:te ll.e.poli:t1.ng dWl-i..ng .:the. c.WVl.en.t 
peJUod, the agenc.y'.o da:ta. M omU:ted ultorn .the. c.UA/ten;t to:f;a1.Q a.nd ;tJLl2. <!UlVLen.t 
peJUod/pll.e.c.eding pell.lod pe4aent c.h~YLBe c.a.tc.ul~onll. 

--RequeAto by.taw en~oltc.emen.t agenc1.e6 .to deJLue OIL amend the cla-6.6.i6.ic.a.:Uon 
ofi a.n 066eYL6e :tha;t hc/A be.en ltepoJtted nO/L a p.lLe.V"/J!~ peJvLod. 

--SIU6.tLng 06 a leu» enfioltc.emen;t agenc.y filLom one popu..e.a.t.<.on cai.egolty :to 
anothrvt. ba.oed on annual Iteu:ti.ma..ti.on 06 the juJlJ..6dJ..c;tJ..ov/,'.6 popu.£.at,{.on. 

--On oc.c.a.6.ion, the 6edeJr..al fjoveJtnmen.t de6-i.gnate6 an adcU:UoM.t W,[oc.oYL6.in 
c.ounty a.6 bung .included -Ln a S:tandMd Me.tJLojOoWan S:t:a.:U.6:tLc.ai. AIl.ea.. TILL6 
4S1U6to a sheJU66' 4S 066.ic.e ull.om the RuJ(.ai. Alte(u' c.a..tegoll.y .to .the SubuJtban 
SheJU66'.o gltou.p and 4S1U6to.the. cJ.;t[e6 w;{;tfUn the c.ounty 6ltom Non.-Swtbwrban 
Cmcu :to SubuJtban Cme6 p pJt.ov.icUng a.djUAted ba.oe ~,[guJLe& 601t both CRA .. M,L6.ic.o..:UOM. 

-1-

, 



Statewide, attacks on law enforcement officers increased 
16 percent for the first six months of 1974 as compared with 
the same period last year. Only the City of Milwaukee reported 
a decrease, 37 percent, in the number of assaults. The re­
maining four population categories showed increases in attacks 
on officers, ranging from a rise of 85 percent in the Suburban 
Areas to an increase of 22 percent in the Rural Areas. 

STATE OF WISCONSIN 
ASSAUL'lIS ON LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 

MAJOR POPULATION CATEGORIES 
JANUARY - JtrnE, 1974 

- Percent 

Number Percent 
Change 

In Number Percent 
Of Of From Involving Percent 

Assaults ~'otal 1973 Injury Cleared 

.lI1II IWAUItEE 77 22% -37% 100% 99% -
CITIES 50,000-250,000 

IN POPULATION 109 31% +35% 42% 96% 

SUBURBAN AREAS 96 27% +85% 52% 98% 

NON-SUBURBAN CITIES 43 12% +54% 60% 98% 

RURAL AREAS 22 6% +22% 77% 95% 

STATE TO'"AL 354 100% +16% 62% 97% 

S~BURBAN.AREAS includes all reporti.ng Sheriffs' Offices and all 
report~ng Pol~ce Departments serving jurisdictions with less than 
50,009 population in the Standard Ji.1etrop,olitan Sta,tistical Area (SMSA) 
count~e~ (Brown, Calume~, Dane r Douglas, Kenosha, La Crosse, Milwaukee; 
OutcLgam~e, Ozaukee, Rac~ne 1 St. Croix I Washington Waukesha and 
Winnebago) . 1 I 

NON-S~BURBA~ CITIES includes all reporting city, village, 
and townsh~p Pol~ce Departments in non-SMSA counties. 

RURAL AREAS includes all reporting Sheriff's'Offices in non­
SMSA counties. 

ST,ATE TOTAL includes assaults reported by the State Patrol 
and the Law Enforcement Bureau of the Department of Natural . 
Resources (6 assaults and 1 assault, respectively). . 

1974 totals are based on those agencies r~:£:>orting for each 
month in the first half of 1974. 1973-1974 p~rcent changes are 
based on those agencies reporting for each of the first six 
months in 1973 and each of the first six months in 1974 with 
data submitted by new direct contributors included. ' 
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Statewide, law enforcement agen~ics ~leared 97 percent of 
the assaults on officers in the January-June, 1974 period 
(slightly higher than the 95 percent clearance ratio of a year 
ago). Solution rates for the various population groups ranged 
from a high of 99 percent in Milwaukee to a low of 95 percent for 
the Rural Areas. 

There were approximately two assaults "per day on Wisconsin 
law enforcement officers, similar to the daily average of 
attacks in the same period a year ago. The number of assaults 
varied from a high of 89 in February to a low of 40 during 
January. Agencies reported 50 assaults in March, 60 in April, 
59 in May and 56 in June. i , 

Seventy-six percent of the total number of attacks on 
officers took place between 6:01 p.m. and 4:00 a.m. One out 
of every five assaults occurred during the two-hour sp'::m of 
12:01 a.m. to 2:00 a.m . 

Personal weapons such as hands ( fists or feet W~tre employed 
in 9 out of 10 attacks on law enforcement officers. Firearms 
were used in 2 percent of the assaults, dang'erous wrapons other 
than firearms or cutting instruments in 5 percent a/ad knives 
or other cutting instrumen'cs were used in the n=mainder. 

Approximately 4 out of 5 of all the assaults in Wisconsin 
occurred while officers were involved in one of the following' 
four types of activities: responding to disturbance calls (22 
percent), attempting other arrests* (20 percent), handling 
prisoners (19 percent) and traffic pursuits or stops (18 percent). 

Examination of these four major activities reveals that 
ninety-eight percent of the assaults on officers while involved 
in traffic pursuits or stops were with personal weapons and 2 
percent were with dangerous weapons other than firearms or 
cutting instruments. Personal weapons were employed in 94 
percent of the assaults while handling prisoners, and 6 percent 
involved weapons other than guns or cutting instruments. Nine 
out of 10 assaults while attempting other arrests involved per­
sonal weapons, and in 6 percent weapons other than cutting 
instruments or firearms were used. When assaulted during 
disturbance calls, officers were attacked with personal weapons 
82 percent of the time, and firearms were employed in 8 percent 
of the attacks during this type of activity. 

*The term "Attempting Other Arrests" 1s defined as arrests during 
situations other than robbery matters, burglary matters, distur­
bance calls, civil disorders or traffic matters. 
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STATE OF WISCONSIN 
ASSAULTS ON LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 

TIME PERIODS 
JANUARY - JUNE, 1974 

lO:OlPM-12:00 MIDNIGHT 

6:01PM-8:0 

8:01PM-10:OOPM 

4:01PM-6:00PM 

2:01PM-4:00PM 

12:01PM-2:00PM 

lO:OlAM-12:00 NOON 

12:01AM-2:00AM 

2:01AM-4:00AM 
4:01AM-6:00AM 

6:01AM-8:00AM 

Numbers are the number of assaults in each time period. 
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STA~E OF WISCONSIN 
ASSAULTS ON LAW ENFORCE~~2~T OFFICERS 

TYPE OF ACTIVITY 
PERCENT OF TOT~ 

JANUARY. - JUNE" 1.974 

.. 

ATTEMPTING OTHER ARRESTS -,-------' ..-------I,:j 19 % , 

RESPONDING TO DISTURBANCE CALLS - ____ i 

HANDLING, TRANSPORTING..t...-Il __________ ---" 
CUSTODY OF PRISONERS 

TRAFFIC PURSUITS AND STOPS 

INVESTIGATING SUSPICIOUS ___________ -, 
PERSONS OR CIRCUMSTANCES 

ROBBERIES IN PROGRESS OR _________ ...... 
PURSUING ROBBERY SUSPECTS 

ALL OTHER ---------------, 

MENTALLY DERANGED ---~----.. 

AMBUSH - NO WAmfING -----

CIVIL DISORDERS -----, 
.5% .. ,f r::::~ 

.::, : 
,; :::. 

BURGLARIES UT 
PROGRESS OR _ 3 % 
PURSUING BURGLARY 
SUSPECTS 

" : 
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STATE OF WISCONSIN 
ASS~ULTS ON JAW ENFORCE~mNT OFFICERS 

MAJOR ACTIVITIES 

RESPONDING TO 
DISTURBANCE CALLS 

TYPE OF WEAPON 
JANUAR~ - JUNE q 1974 

RANDS, FISTS, FEET, ETC. 

KNIFE OR OTHER CUTTING INSTRUMENT 

TRAFFIC PURSUITS 
AND STOPS 

-6-

1% 3% 

ATfl'EMPTING 
OTl1ER ARRESTS 

OTHER DANGEROUS WEAPONS 

FIRKAEMS 

HANDLING, TRANSPORTING, 
CUSTODY OF PRISONERS 

.... 

r'r 

,.' ., . 

Assaults on law enforcement officers decreased in only 
three of the eleven activity categories. Attacks during 
robbery situations (crime in progress or pursuing suspects) 
dropped 92 percent, assaults while attempting other arrests 
fell 21 percent and attacks on officers responding to dis­
turbance calls decreased 9 percent. There was no change in 
the number of assaults resulting from an ambush of an 0fficer 
from the 1973 to the 1974 period • 

The remaining activity categories displayed increases in 
assaults, ranging from a low of 26 percent while investigating 
suspicious persons or circumstances to a high of 1100 percent 
during civil disorders. (Officers involved in civil disorders 
incurred 12 assaults in the first six months of this year as 
compared to one during the same period a year ago., Sizable 
percentage increases in assaults on law enforcement officers 
also occurred while handling mentally deranged individuals 
and during traffic pursuits or stops, 143 percent and 125 
percent, respectively. 

A total of 221 assaults (62 percent of all reported 
attacks) resulted in some form of injury to the officer.* 
Ninety-one percent of these occurred through the use of 
personal weapons, 5 percent by the use of dangerous weapons 

. other than firlE!arms or cu'Cting instruments, 2 percent 'Vlere with 
firearms and the remainder involved knives or other cutting 
instruments. 

Sixty-thrE~e percent of the attacks with personal weapons 
resulted in in:jury to the officer. Injury was sustained in 
61 percent of 1::.he attacks with weapons other than firearms 
or cutting instruments", 57 percent of the firearm assault.s and 
one-half of thG assaults with knives or other cutting instr­
uments. 

*J:n classifying an assault on an officer as being one "with 
injury", the eJctent or seriousness of the injury is not a 
consideration. A slight injury (sprain! bruise, etc.) is 
sufficient for the offense to be categorized as one with 
injury. 
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STATE OF WISCONSIN 
ASSAULTS ON LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 

TYPE OF ACTIVITY 
PERCENT CHANGE FROM 1973* 

JANUARY - JUNE, 1974 

-9 % 1;:;:;:111----------------- DISTURBANCE CALLS 

ROBBERIES IN PROGRESS OR 

-21% ATTEMPTING OTHER ARRESTS 

CIVIL DISORDERS 

r.J------------ HAlmLnG, TRAJlSPORTING, 
E~~~ CUSTODY OF PRISONERS 

INVESTIGATING SUSPICIOUS 
PERSONS OR CIRCUMSTANCES 

AMBUSH--NO WARNING 

'l'RAFFIC PURSUITS AND STOPS 

~r----------------------------------~ ~ 

* A percentage chan~~ in assaults on law enfo~cement officers when 
reaponding to burglaries in progress or pursuing burglary suspects 
cannot be calculated~ There were 3 attacks during activities of 
this nature in the first six months of 1974, and no assaults 
during this activity were report~d during the same period in 1973 
(by agencies report~n9 for each of the months of both periods.) 
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STATE OF WISCONSIN 
ASSAUL'1IS ON LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 

TYPE OF WEAPON AND NUMBER CLEARED 
SERIOUSNESS 

JANUARY - JUNE, 1974 

Knife 
Or Other Hands, 

I 
Total 

Other Danger- Fists, Number Number 
Firearm Cutting ous Feet, Of Cleared 

Instru- Weapon Etc. Assaults 
ment 

NUMBER WITH 
PERSONAL INJURY 4 4 11 202 221 

NUMBER WITHOUT 
PERSONAL INJURY 3 4 7 119 133 

TOTAL 7 8 18 321 354 

Forty-four percent of the total number of assaults were on 
uniformed officers operating from a ·two-man vehicle 1 38 percent 
on officers working from a one-man vehicle, 4 percent on de­
tectives or officers on~special assignments and 15 percent on 
officers on other types of assignments*. 

Personal injury resulted from 87 percent of the assaults 
while officers were on other types of assignments, 65 percent 

214 

131 

345 

of the assaults on officers in a two-man vehicle, 62 percent of 
those on detectives or officers on speCial assignments and one­
half of the assaults when officers ~ere operating from a one-roan 
vehicle. 

A total of 280 assaults occurred when one or more other 
officers were present, and personal injury resulted from 61 per­
cent alone sustained injury two-thirds of the time. 

A total of 280 assaults occurred when one or more other 
officers were present, and personal injury resulted from 61 per­
cent of these incidents. Officers assaulted when acting alone 
sustained injury two-thirds of the time. 

= 

* The \tOther Assignment lf category includes officers off duty 
but acting in an official capacity and uniformed officers 
on foot patrol or responding to a situation in a motorized 
group of three or more. 
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STATE OF WISCONSIN 
ASSAULTS ON LAW ENFORCEMENT' OFFICERS 

TYPE OF ASSIGNMENT 
SERIOUSNESS 

JANUARY - JUNE, 1974 

I ASSIGNMENT I 
:1----------- TWO-MAN 

VEHICLE 

ALONE ~ ONE-MAN 

ASSISTED J~- VEHICLE 

,;s---- ALONE DETECTIVE OR 
~ SPECIAL 

ASSISTED~ ASSIGNMENT 

ALONE==->­-OTHER 
!i!<!I----- ASSISTED 

-10-
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wisconsin law enforcement agencies cieared all of the 
assaults occurring when officers were engaged in the following 
types of activities: robbery situations,-investigating 
suspicious persons or circumstances, ambushes, traffic pursuits 
and stops and oth~r activities not elsewhere classified. In 
total, these six categories accounted for 3 out of every 10 
assaults reported in the first six months of 1974. The 
remaining six activity categories had clearance ratios ranging 
from a high of 98 percent for assaults incurred while handling 
prisoners to a low of 67 percent when officers were involved 
in burglary situations. Ninety-seven percent of all assaults 
involving personal injury to the officer were cleared during 
the 1974 period, identical to the average for the first six 
months cf 1973. 
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STATE OF WISCONSIN 
ASSAULTS ON LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 

TYPE OF ACTIVITY 
PERCENT CLEARED 

JANUARY - JUNE, 1974 

[ACTIVITY & NUMBER OF ASSAULTS I 

~m1~9~6:%I----RESPONDING TO DISTURBANCE CALLS -79 

BURGLARIES IN PROGRESS OR -3 
/iI------- PURSUING BURGLARY SUSPECTS 

ROBBERIES IN PROGRESS OR 
PURSUING ROBBERY SUSPECTS -1 

.... t'1---- A~EMPTING OTHER ARRESTS-72 

~:t---- CIVIL DISORDER -12 

•• t--- HANDLING. TRANSPORTING. CUSTODY OF PRISONERS -66 

ISI--- INVESTIGATING SUSPICIOUS 

'I~~t -24 
~ PERSONS OR CIRCUMSTANCES 

•• ~,~ ~!--- AMBUSH-NO WARNING -1 

!a---- MENTALLY DERANGED -17 

Jo:.--- TRAFFIC PURSUITS AND STOPS -63 

-~ ~i¥lli~;--- ALL OTHER -16 



STATE OF WISCONSIN 
ASSAULTS ON LAW ENFORCE~mNT OFFICERS 

TYPE OF WEAPON AND NUMBER CLEARED 
TYPE OF ACTIVITY 

JANUARY - JUNE, 1974 

Knife 
Or Other Hands, 

Other Danger- Fists, 
Firearm Cutting' ous Feet, 

Instru- Weapon Etc. 
ment .. 

DISTURBANCE CALLS 6 5 3 65 

BURGLARIES 0 0 0 3 

ROBBERIES 0 0 0 1 . 
ATTEMPTING ARRESTS 1 2 4 65 

CIVIL DISORDER 0 0 2 10 

HANDLING PRISONERS 0 0 4 62 

SUSPICIOUS PERSONS 
OR CIRCUMSTANCES 0 

. a 1 23 

AMBUSH 0 a • 0 1 

MENTALLY DERANGED 0 1 0 16 

TRAFFIC 0 0 1 62 

ALL OTHER 0 0 3 13 

STATE TOTAL 7 8 18 321 

, -13-

Total 
Number Number 

Of Cleared 
Assaults 

79 76 

3 2 

1 1 

72 70 

12 11 

66 65 
~ I 

I 

24 24 

1 1 

17 16 

63 63 

16 16' 

354 345 
" 



STATE OF WISCONSIN 
ASSAULTS ON LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 

TYPE OF ASSIGNMENT 
TYPE OF ACTIVITY 

JANUARY - JUNE, 1974 

One-1-1an Detective 
Or Special Vehicle Assignment 

Two-Man As- As-
Vehicle Alone sisted Alone sisted -

DISTURBANCE CALLS 41 11 24 0 2 

BURGLARIES 1 1 0 0 1 

ROBBERIES 0 0 0 0 0 

ATTEMPTING ARRESTS 36 7 15 2 2 

CIVIL DISORDER 8 1 0 0 0 , 

HANDLING PRISONERS 16 1 16 2 1 

SUSPICIOUS PERSONS 
OR CIRCUMSTANCES 13 5 3 0 1 

AMBUSH 0 0 0 0 0 

MENTALLY DERANGED 9 1 5 a 2 

TRAFFIC 24 19 20 0 0 
.7'.~ 

ALL OTHER 7 2 2 0 a 

STATE TOTAL 155 48 85 4 9 
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Oth~ 
As-

Alone sisted 

1 0 

0 0 

0 1 

5 5 

:2 1 

9 21 

1 1 

1 0 
, 

0 0 

0 0 

3 2 

22 31 

'. 
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For assistance or additional copies of this 
report, call or write: 

Director 
Crime Information Bureau 
Division of Law Enforcement Services 
Wisconsin Department of Justice 
State CapitoZ 
Madison~ Wisconsin 53702 
(608) 266-7314 
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