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—-ASSMULTS

JANUARY - JUN

Twenty-three Wisconsin Sheriffs'® Offices, 51 Police Departments
and two state agencies (the State Patrol and the Law Enforcement
Bureau of the Departmeni of Natural Resources) reported assaults
on law enforcement officers during the first six months of 1974.

All of these agencies are direct contyributors to the state's
Uniform Crime Reporting Program {administered by the Crime
Information Bureau of the Wisconsin Department of Justice).
Statewide, a total of 354 attacks on law enforcement officers
was reported for the six-month period.

Police agencies in cities with 50,000 to 250,000 population
reported 3 out of every 10 assaults on law enforcement officers
occurring in Wisconsin, the highest nunber of assaults in any of
the five major population groups. Only 22 attacks were reported
by Sheriff's Offices in the state's Rural Areas (6 percent of the
Wisconsin total).

Note --

In making comparisons of the data in this repont with the datz zontained
in previous heponts fon compaiable periods, the possibility exists thei cen-
fain gigures may appear to be uwreconcilable. When £his does ocouwsr LE A8
becawse adfustments have been made £{m the daia {or one or wmore vf <ie fellowing

circumstancesd : . ' ) o
~~lWhen a Law enforcement ogency has Ancomplete neporiting duning e cwirent

period, the agency's data L8 omiiied from the cuwrrent Lofals and Fhe current
period/pheceding period percent change caleulations.

--Requedts by Law enforcemeni agencies to delefe oi amend the classification
of an offense that had been reported for a prevavds period.

~--Shifiing of a Law enforcement agency f§rom one population category to
anothen based on annual reestimaiion of the jurisdietion's population.

--On occasion, the federal government desdignates an additional Wisconsin
county as being included in a Standarnd Metropolitan Staiistical Area, This
shifts a Sheriff's Office fnom Lthe Runal Areas category to Zhe Subuwriban
Shernif§'s group and Shifts the cities within the county grom Non-Swiburban
Cities to Suburban Cities, providing adfusied base figures gor both classifications.
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Statewide, attacks on law enforcement officers increased
16 percent for the first six months of 1974 as compared with
the same period last year. Only the City of Milwaukee reported
a @egrease, 37 percent, in the number of assaults. The re-
maining four population categories showed increases in attacks
on officers, ranging from a rise of 85 percent in the Suburban
Areas to an increase of 22 percent in the Rural Areas.

STATE OF WISCONSIN
ASSAULTS ON LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS
MAJOR POPULATICN CATEGORIES
JANUARY -~ JUNE, 1974

Percent
Change
Number [Percent | In Number Percent
Of of From Involving | Percent
Assaults| Total 1973 Injury Cleared
MIIWAUKEE 77 22% ~37% 100% 99%
CITIES 50,000~-250,000
IN POPULATION 109 31% +35% 42% 96%
SUBURBAN AREAS 96 27% +85% 52% 98%
NON-SUBURBAN CITIES 43 12% +54% 60% ‘ 98%
RURAL AREALS 22 6% +22% 77% 95%
STATE TOTAL 354 100% +16% 62% 97%

SUBURBAN AREAS includes all reporting Sheriffs' Offices and all
reporting Police Departments serving jurisdictions with less than
50,000 population in the Standard Metropolitan Statistical Area (8MSA)
ccuntmeg (Brown, Calumet, Dane, Douglas, Kenosha, La Crosse, Milwaukee,
Outagamie, Ozaukee, Racine, St. Croix, Washington, Waukesha, and
Winnebago) .

NON-~SUBURBAN CITIES includes all reporting city, village,
and township Police Departments in non-8MSA counties.

RURAL AREAS includes all reporting Sheriff's Offices in ncn-
SMSA counties.

STATE TOTAL includes assaults reported by the State Patral
and the Law Enforcement Bureau of the Department of Natural
Resources (6 assaults and 1 assault, respectively). *

1974 totals are based on those agencies reporting for each
month in the first half of 1974, 1973-1974 percent changes are
based on those agencies reporting for each of the first six
months in 1973 and each of the first six months in 1974, with
data submitted by new direct contributors included.

-

Statewide, law enforcement agencies cleared 97 percent of
the assaults on officers in the January-June, 1974 period
(slightly higher than the 95 percent clearance ratio of a year
ago). Solution rates for the various population groups ranged
from a high of 99 percent in Milwaukee to a low of 95 percent for
the Rural Areas.

There were approximately two assaults per day on Wisconsin
law enforcement officers, similar to the daily average of
attacks in the same period a year ago. The number of assaults
varied from a high of 89 in February to a low of 40 during
January. Agencies reported 50 assaults in March, 60 in April,
59 in May and 56 in June. /

Seventy-six percent of the total number of attacks/on
officers took place between 6:01 p.m. and 4:00 a.m. Orfe out
of every five assaults occurred during the two-hour spjan of
12:01 a.m. to 2:00 a.m.

Personal weapons such as hands, fists or feet w¢re employed
in 9 out of 10 attacks on law enforcement officers. /Firearms
were used in 2 percent of the assaults, dangerous welapons other
than firearms or cutting instruments in 5 percent and knives
or other cutting instruments were used in the remainder.

Approximately 4 out of 5 of all the assaults in Wisconsin
occurred while officers were involved in one of the following
four types of activities: responding to disturbance calls (22
percent), attempting other arrests* (20 percent), handling
prisoners (19 percent) and traffic pursuits or stops (18 percent).

Examination of these four majotr activities reveals that
ninety-eight percent of the assaults on officers while involved
in traffic pursuits or stops were with personal weapons and 2
percent were with dangerous weapons other than firearms or
cutting instruments. Personal weapons were employed in 94
percent of the assaults while handling prisoners, and 6 percent
involved weapons other than guns or cutting instruments. HNine
out of 10 assaults while attempting other arrests involved per-~
sonal weapons, and in 6 percent weapons other than cutting
instruments or firearms were used. When assaulted during
disturbance calls, officers were attacked with personal weapons
82 percent of the time, and firearms were employed in 8 percent
of the attacks during this type of activity.

*The term "Attempting Other Arrests" 1s defined as arrests during
situations other than robbery matters, burglary matters, distur-
bance calls, civil disorders or traffic matters.




STATE OF WISCONSIN STATE OF WISCONSIN

ASSAULTS ON LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS ! ASSAULTS ON LAW ENFORCEMEXNT OFFICHERS
TIME PERIODS TYPE OF ACTIVITY
JANUARY - JUNE, 1974 : PERCENT OF TOTAL

JANUARY - JUNE, 1074

: Yoo
ATTEMPTING OTHER ARRESTS
12:01AM-2: 00AM » RESPONDING TO DISTURBANCE CAILS
10:01PM-12:00 MIDNIGHT
. \ HANDLING, TRANSPORTING,
6:01PM-8:00PM~ - CUSTODY OF PRTSONERS
8:01PM-10:00PM TRAFFIC PURSUITS AND STOPS
INVESTIGATING SUSPICIOUS
PERSONS OR CIRCUMSTANCES
ROBBERIES IN PROGRESE OR
PURSUING ROBBERY SUSPECTS
ALL OTHER
4:01PM-6:00PM
MENTALLY DERANGED
2:01PM-4:00PM
12:01PM-2:00PM AMBUSH - NO WARNING
PR I CIVIL DISORDERS
¥ / ‘ BURGLARIES IN

i PROGRESS OR ,

! PURSUING BURGLARY
SUSPECTS

10:01AM-12:00 NOON 2:01AM-4 : 00AM ‘
8:01AM-10:00AM ™ 4:01aM-6:002M |
6:01AM~-8: 00AM
Numbers are the number of assaults in each time period.
-4- _ -5
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STATE OF WISCONSIN

ASSAULTS ON ILAW ENFORCEMENT OFFLICERS

MAJOR ACTIVITIES
TYPE OF WEAPON
JANUARY - JUNE, 1974

RESPONDING TO
DISTURBANCE CALLS

HANDS, FISTS, FEET, EIC.
KNTFE OR OTHER CUTTING INSTRUMENT
2%

SEG I
TRAFFIC PURSULTS
AND STOPS

it #
ATTEMPTING
OTHER ARRESTS

QTHER DANGEROUS WEAPORS
FIREARMS

_; S

HANDLING, TRANSPORTING,
CUSTODY OF PRISONERS

Assaults on law enforcement officers decreased in only
three of the eleven activity categories., ' Attacks during
robbery situations (crime in progress or pursuing suspects)
dropped 92 percent, assaults while attempting other arrests
fell 21 percent and attacks on officers responding to dis-
turbance calls decreased 9 percent. There was no change in
the number of assaults resulting from an ambush of an efficer
from the 1973 to the 1974 period.

The remaining activity categories displayed increases in
assaults, ranging from a low of 26 percent while investigating
suspicious persons or circumstances to a high of 1100 percent
during civil disorders. (Officers involved in civil disorders
incurred 12 assaults in the first six months of this year as
compared to one during the same period a year ago.) Sizable
percentage increases in assaults on law enforcement officers
also occurred while handling mentally deranged individuals
and during traffic pursuits or stops, 143 percent and 125
percent, respectively.

A total of 221 assaults (62 percent of all reported
attacks) resulted in some form of injury to the officer.*
Ninety-one percent of these occurred through the use of
personal weapons, 5 percent by the use of dangerous weapons
"other than firearms or cutting instruments, 2 percent were with
firearms and the remainder involved knives or other cutting
instruments.

Sixty-three percent of the attacks with personal weapons
resulted in injury to the officexr. Injury was sustained in
61 percent of fthe attacks with weapons other than firearms
or cutting instruments, 57 percent of the firearm assaults and
one~half of the assaults with knives or other cutting instr-
uments.

*In classifying an assault on an officer as being one "with
injury", the extent or seriousness of the injury is not a
consideration. A slight injury (sprain, bruise, etc.) is
snfficient for the offense to be categorized as one with
injury.




STATE OF WISCONSIN
ASSAULTS ON LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS
TYPE OF ACTIVITY
PERCENT CHANGE FROM 1973%
JANUARY - JUNE, 1974

DECREASE INCREASE

*

DISTURBANCE CALLS

ROBBERIES IN PROGRESS OR
PURSUING ROBBERY SUSPECTS

AITEMPTING OTHER ARRESTS

CIVIL DISORDERS

HANDLING, TRANSPORTING,
CUSTODY OF PRISONERS

INVESTIGATING SUSPICIOUS
PERSONS OR CIRCUMSTANCES

AMBUBH-~NO WARNING

-------------

1438 MENTALLY DERANGED

+125% {— TRAFFIC PURSUITS AND STOPS

5,0 ¢ 0.6 .8 2 v Ay .

= I
B +33% ¢ ALL OTHER

A percentage changs in assaults on law enforcement officers when
responding to burglaries in progress or pursuing burglary suspects
cannot be calculated. There were 3 attacks during activities of
this nature in the first six months of 1974, and no assaults
during this activity were reported during the same period in 1973
(by agencies reporting for each of the months of both periods.)
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STATE OF WISCONSIN
ASSAULTS ON LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS
TYPE OF WEAPON AND NUMBER CLEARED
SERIOUSNESS
JANUARY ~ JUNE, 1974

Knife
Or Other Hands, Total
Other Danger~ | Fists, Numbexr Number
Firearm | Cutting ous Feet, Of Cleared
Instru- | Weapon Etc. Assaults
nent
NUMBER WITH
PERSONAL INJURY 4 4 11 202 221 214
NUMBER WITHOUT
BPERSONAL INJURY 3 4 7 119 133 131
TOTAL 7 8 18 321 354 345

Forty-four percent of the total number of assaults were on
uniformed officers operating from a two-man vehicle, 38 percent
on officers working from a one-man vehicle, 4 percent on de-
tectives or officers on-'special assignments and 15 percent on
officers on other types of assignments¥,

Personal injury resulted from 87 percent of the assaults
while officers were on other types of assignments, 65 percent
of the assaults on officers in a two-man vehicle, 62 percent of
those on detectives or officers on special assignments and one-
half of the assaults when officers were operating from a one-man
vehicle,

A total of 280 assaults occurred when one or more other
officers were present, and personal injury resulted from 61 per-
cent alone sustained injury two-thirds of the time.

A total of 280 assaults occurred when one or more other
officers were present, and personal injury resulted from 61 per-
cent of these incidents. Officers assaulted when acting alone
sustained inijury two-thirds of the time.

* The "Other Assignment" category includes officers off duty
but acting in an official capacity and uniformed officers
on foot patrol or responding to a situation in a motorized
group of three or more. :
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STATE OF WISCONSIN
ASSAULTS ON LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS

TYPE OF ASSIGNMENT é Wisconsin law enforcement agencies cleared all of the
SERIOUSNESS ' assaults occurring when officers were engaged in the following
JANUARY -~ JUNE, 1974 . , types of activities: robbery situations, investigating

suspicious persons or circumstances, ambushes, traffic pursuits
and stops and other activities not elsewhere classified. In
total, these six categories accounted for 3 out of every 10
assaults reported in the first six months of 1974. The

< remaining six activity categories had clearance ratios ranging
from a high of 98 percent for assaults incurred while handling
prisoners to a low of 67 percent when officers were involved

» in burglary situations. Ninety-seven percent of all assaults
involving personal injury to the officer were cleared during
the 1974 period, identical to the average for the first six
months cf 1973. -

o 28

WITH INJURY | o | NO INJURY %

. H

{} : J ASSIGNMENT

E' ....... O ey TWO-MAN ‘
: VEHICLE

.......

. ALONE—}__ ONE-MAN
| AssIsTED VEHICLE

DETECTIVE OR
I ALONE . SPECIAL
o ASSISTED ASSIGNMENT
| ALONE
—— OTHER
ASSISTED

¥
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STATE OF WISCONSIN
ASSAULTS ON LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS
TYPE OF ACTIVITY
PERCENT CLEARED
JANUARY - JUNE, 1974

PERCENT NOT CLEARED

PERCENT CLEARED

S0

8%
2%

far

0 ACTIVITY & NUMBER OF ASSAULTS
R SIYTY: RESPONDING TO DISTURBANCE CALLS
SR e BURGLARIES IN PROGRESS OR

N PURSUING BURGLARY SUSPECTS
2 .;::33-'5{.;-:- 1002 £ _ROBBERIES IN PROGRESS OR
e PURSUING ROBBERY SUSPECTS
: S 07y ATTEMPTING OTHER ARRESTS
? :
e AR 928 | CIVIL DISORDER -12

AMBUSH-NO WARNING ~1

g MENTALLY DERANGED -17
G 1100% & TRAFFIC PURSUITS AND STOPS
AT 003 B ALL OTHER -16

s % et g% o o oiatas S0 AP AT t

-T9

HANDLING, TRANSPORTING, CUSTODY OF PRISONERS

INVESTIGATING SUSPICIOUS
PERSONS OR CIRCUMSTANCES

~66




ASSAULTS ON LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS

STATE OF WISCONSIN

TYPE OF WEAPON AND NUMBER CLEARED
TYPE OF ACTIVITY
JANUARY - JUNE, 1974

Knife
Oor Other Bands, Total
Other |Danger-| Fists, Number Numbexr
Firearm | Cutting ous Feet, of Cleared
Instru-| Weapon Etc. Assaults
ment
DISTURBANCE CALLS 6 5 3 65 79 76
BURGLARIES 0 0 0 3 3 2
RpBBERIES 0 0 ¢] 1 1 1
ATTEMPTING ARRESTS 1 2 4 65 72 70
CIVIL DISORDER 0 0 2 10 12 11
HANDLING PRISONERS 0 0 4 62 66 65
SUSPICIOUS PERSONS |
OR CIRCUMSTANCES 0 0 1 23 24 24
AMBUSH "0 0 0 1 1 1l
MENTALLY DERANGED 0 1 0 16 17 16
- TRAFFIC| o 0 1 62 63 63
ALL OTHER 0 0 3 i3 16 le
STATE TOTAL 7 8 18 321 354 345

-13-




STATE OF WISCONSIN
ASSAULTS ON LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS
TYPE OF ASSIGNMENT
TYPE OF ACTIVITY
JANUARY -~ JUNE, 1974

Divistion of Law Enforcement Services

One-Man Detective 5
Vghicle Or Special Other S
Assignment ~
Two-Man As~- As- ' As- i '
Vehicle | Alone | sisted | Alone | sisted | Alone | sisted
DISTURBANCE CALLS 41 11 24 0 2 1 0
BURGLARIES 1 1 0 0 1 0 0
ROBBERIES 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 For assistance or additional copies of this
I report, call or write:
ATTEMPTING ARRESTS 36 7 15 2 2 5 5 1 port, v
CIVIL DISORDER 8 1 o | o 0 2 1 g Directon
h Crime Information Burea
HANDLING PRISONERS 16 1 16 2 1 9 21 : : nforma oo

Wisconsin Department of Justice

SUSPICIOUS PERSONS : i State Capitol

OR CIRCUMSTANCES 13 > 3 0 L L L § Madison, Wisconsin 53702
AMBUSH 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 § (608) 266-7314
MENTALLY DERANGED 9 1 5 0 2 0 0 %
TRAFFIC | 24 19 20 0 0 0 0 ]
ALL OTHER | 7 2 2 0 0 3 2
STATE TOTAL 155 48 85 4 9 22 3l
” o
SR
~14-




Stale of w 1sconsin

MADISON
53702

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

DIVISION OF LAW ENFORCEMENT SERVICES
CRIME INFORMATION BUREAU

STATE CAPITOL

Btk RY

e

N o v ki

e oy &

AR RA RN B R N






