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| LISTING OF COMMON ACRONYMS I

he following is a listing of common acronyms that the user of this guide will encounter
throughout the text. This list identifies those acronyms that may appear more than

once in this guide.

AECA - Arms Export Control Act
ASCMe - Advanced Serial Case
Management

ATF - Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms

BOP - Bureau of Prisons

CE - Criminal Enforcement (ATF)

CFR - Code of Federal Regulations
CIA - Central Intelligence Agency
CLEO - Chief Law Enforcement Officer
DEA - Drug Enforcement Administration
DOD - Department of Defense

DOJ - Department of Justice

ECA - Explosives Control Act

EPIC - El Paso Intelligence Center
FFL - Federal Firearms Licensee

FTB - Firearms Technology Branch
(ATF)

FTS - Firearms Tracing System (ATF)
GCA - Gun Control Act

HUD - Department of Housing and
Urban Development

IBIS - Integrated Ballistics Identification
System (ATF)

lll - Interstate Identification Index

INS - Immigration and Naturalization
Service

IRS - Internal Revenue Service

ITAR - International Traffic in Arms
NADDIS - Narcotics and Dangerous
Drugs Information System

NARS - National Archives and Records
Service

NCIC - National Crime Information
Center

NFA - National Firearms Act

NFRTR - National Firearms Registration
and Transfer Record (ATF)

NLC - National Laboratory Center (ATF)
NLETS - National Law Enforcement
Telecommunications System

NTC - National Tracing Center (ATF)
ODTC - Office of Defense Trade
Controls

QMF - Query Management Facility
(ATF)

RE - Regulatory Enforcement (ATF)
RICO - Racketeer Influenced Corrupt
Organization

SSN - Social Security Number

TECS - Treasury Enforcement
Communications System

T-l - Title | Firearm (GCA)

T-ll - Title Il Firearm (NFA)

T-lil - Electronic Wire Interception

UPS - United Parcel Service

USC - United States Code

USCG - United States Coast Guard
USCS - United States Customs Service
USPS - United States Postal Service
USSS - United States Secret Service
WWW - WorldWide Web

NOTE: Project LEAD, although
appearing in capital letters, is not an
acronym. The “LEAD” in Project LEAD
stands for investigative lead.
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| FOREWORD I

irearms-related violence is one of this
Nation’s primary concerns. Firearms-
related violence, spurred by an
indifference to human life can deplete
the cultural and economic resources of
our society and erode the basic quality
of life for many Americans. The Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
(ATF), in response to this problem and
the fact that illegal firearms trafficking
investigations often exceed the
jurisdictional boundaries or information
resources of other State, local, and
Federal agencies, developed and
deployed a comprehensive national
firearms trafficking effort that all law
enforcement agencies may participate
in. This effort

Focused enforcement is key to this
effort. Eliminating the flow of firearms to
violent crimnals, gang offenders, and
juveniles will reduce the overall violent
crime rate as well as the armed violent
crime rate in general. Firearms make it
very easy to commit violent crime.
Firearms reduce the personal
interaction between a criminal and
victim, and they lessen the need for a
physical confrontation. When firearms
access is removed from violent
criminals, gang offenders, and juveniles,
violent crime rates can be reduced.

This guide is designed as a reference
for criminal investigators to use to
enhance their

complements
ATF’s long
standing efforts
to reduce
armed violent
crime through
direct
investigation
and
prosecution of PN v
armed violent f
criminals and | TRAFFICKING  f
gang offenders. ——————————
Striking a

balance between the two approaches
best serves both efforts.

ATF'’s firearms trafficking efforts reduce
armed violent crime by investigating and
prosecuting those individuals who are
illegally supplying firearms to the violent
criminals, gang offenders, and juveniles
responsible for committing firearms-
related crimes.

ATF'S FIREARMS ENFORCEMENT STRATEGY

{ VIOLENT ARMED ‘
= CRIMINALS

ability to
recognize the
signs of illegal
firearms
trafficking,
identify illegal
firearms
traffickers, and
thoroughly
investigate
illegal firearms
trafficking
violations.

ATF is committed to the fight against
armed violent crime and stands ready to
provide the investigative, technical, and
legal expertise as well as one-of-a-kind
firearms information to fulfill this
commitment. ATF is working for a
sound and safer America through
innovation and partnerships.
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| PURPOSE OF THIS GUIDE I

he purpose of this guide is to provide
criminal investigators with a practical
instrument to assist their efforts during
preliminary identification of illegal
firearms trafficking indicators and the
thorough investigation of illegal firearms

that it assist the law enforcement
community in the development of new
law enforcement strategies designed to
impact on the illegal source of firearms
to criminals, gang offenders, and
juveniles.

trafficking
violations. ATF - FIREARMS ENFORCEMENT DIVISION Although
This guide also PROGRAM EVOLUTION CYCLE itis
serves to o impossible
promote o gty T TRACING to include
uniformity in T PROJECT LEAD &, everything
the illegal P MPORTEXPORT o necessary
firearms e Magouurony to conduct a
L. INTELLIGENCE
trafficking i complex
1 FIELD IMPLEMENTATION & RESOURCE TARGETING :
terminology Svueia illegal
and the BATEGLREYELQENE firearms
meanings of X _ trafficking
that ’”4,1&{? , o0 investiga-
terminology 5w ey tion, this
(as used by ’ IMPLEMENTATION guide
the law provides
enforcement terminology,
community). investigative

It is our intention to make this guide a
functional tool that criminal
investigators may carry with them in the
field when conducting illegal firearms
trafficking investigations. It is also the
intent of the developers of this guide

techniques, sources of information,
available resources, information on
existing State systems, legal
information, information on ATF’s
unique assets, and other general advice
regarding those areas most often
involved in illegal firearms trafficking
investigations.
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SECTION-I|

BUREAU OF ALCOHOL, TOBACCO AND FIREARMS (ATF)
HISTORY

FIREARMS SAFETY
Treat every firearm as if it were loaded.
Always keep the muzzle pointed in a safe direction.

Always keep your finger off the trigger and outside the trigger guard unless you intend
to fire the weapon.

CLEARING A FIREARM |

Always keep the muzzle pointed in a safe direction. (Use a firearm clearing barrel
where available.)

Remove the magazine or source of ammunition.

Open the breech and inspect the chamber to ensure the firearm is completely
unloaded.

Limited Distribution - For Official Purposes Only
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BUREAU OF ALCOHOL, TOBACCO AND FIREARMS
HISTORY

eadquartered in Washington, DC, ATF
has offices throughout the United
States, its territories, and select foreign
countries. ATF is a unique Federal
agency. lts special agents, inspectors,
auditors, and support personnel are
involved in investigating the most
violent criminals in our society,
regulating the firearms, explosives,
alcohol, and tobacco industries in
America, and ensuring the annual
collection of billions of dollars in taxes.
While ATF is one of the newest Federal
agencies, it has a lineage that is full of
experience and tradition. Although the
Bureau has only been established since
1972, ATF's history extends back to the
earliest days of the United States.

Faced with debts incurred during the
Revolution, Congress imposed the first
Federal tax on distilled spirits on March
3, 1791. This tax proved to be
unpopular, and subsequently in 1794,
violent resistance to the tax exploded
into the Whiskey Rebellion. The
uprising was led by Albert Gallatin, who
later as secretary of Treasury, levied
these same taxes. To restore order,
President George Washington
organized 15,000 militiamen. This
action firmly established the new
Federal Government's authority to
enforce such taxes.

Between the Whiskey Rebellion and the
Civil War, taxes on distilled spirits were
alternately repealed and enacted to
meet the Government's revenue needs.
In order to finance the Civil War,
Congress passed the act of July 1,
1862. This law created the Office of

Internal Revenue and imposed a tax on
distilled spirits that has become a
permanent part of the Federal revenue
system. In 1863, Congress authorized
the hiring of three detectives to aid in
the prevention, detection, and
punishment of tax evaders. These laws
are the foundation for both ATF and the
Internal Revenue Service.

In 1875, Federal investigators broke up
the infamous "Whiskey Ring" of corrupt
grain dealers, politicians, and revenue
agents. This cartel defrauded the
Government of millions of dollars in
taxes on distilled spirits; disclosure of
this ring caused a major scandal.
Subsequently, Congress enacted the
first civil service laws, recognizing that
the quality of the people who
administered the law was as important
as the existence of the law itself.

In 1919, the 18th amendment to the
Constitution was ratified, ushering in the
Prohibition Era. Combined with the
Volstead Prohibition Enforcement Act,
the law gave the commissioner of
Internal Revenue, through the newly
created Prohibiton Unit, jurisdiction over
the illicit manufacture, sale, or
transportation of intoxicating liquors for
beverage purposes. The decade of the
"Roaring Twenties" spawned organized
criminal mobs, who fed on the
remaining demand for alcohol.
Syndicates led by racketeers, such as
Al Capone and others, became front-
page figures. Corruption, gang
slayings, bootlegging, and moonshining
flourished. In response to the growing
problem, the Prohibition Unit became

Limited Distribution - For Official Purposes Only
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the separate Bureau of Prohibition.
Special squads were formed to go after
the emerging criminal empires. One of
the best known squads was headed by
Eliot Ness in Chicago. Today's ATF
special agents are the successors to
those legendary "Untouchables."

On March 10, 1934, the Prohibition Era
ended with the passage of the 21st
amendment in 1933. With the repeal,
the Bureau of Prohibition, which had
been moved to the Department of
Justice in 1930, turned over its
responsibilities to a newly created
Alcohol Tax Unit (ATU) within the
Bureau of Internal Revenue. The legal
liquor industry set about rebuilding
itself.

As the legal liquor industry started back
to business, with inadequate equipment
and supplies, Congress recognized that
the illegal liquor barons, who were still
able to meet the public demand, posed
a real threat to legitimate distillers and
brewers. In 1935, the Federal Alcohol
Administration Act (FAA) was passed,
creating licensing and permit
requirements and establishing
regulations designed to ensure an open
and fair marketplace to the legal
businessperson and to the consumer.
Until 1940, a separate Federal Alcohol
Administration in Treasury enforced the
FAA Act. In that year, it merged with
ATU, successfully combining related
law enforcement and regulatory
authorities in a pattern that continues
today within ATF.

One of the offshoots of Prohibition was
an unprecedented wave of criminal
violence. Mobs and gangs that were so
prevalent during the Prohibition Era

made war on each other and on the
public. Hence, in 1934 the National
Firearms Act (NFA) was passed,
controlling what Congress termed
"gangster type weapons," such as
machineguns and sawed-off shotguns.
The NFA, America's first Federal gun
control law, was followed in 1938 by the
Federal Firearms Act, which established
limited regulation of the firearms
industry and made it a Federal crime for
felons and fugitives to receive firearms
in interstate commerce. In 1942,
responsibility for administering these
laws was given to the ATU, whose
experience in both law enforcement and
industry regulation especially suited it
for these new responsibilities.

In 1951, tobacco tax duties were also
delegated to ATU, and the unit's title
changed in 1952 to Alcohol and
Tobacco Tax Division of the Internal
Revenue Service (ATTD). The division
now enforced the laws for alcohol,
tobacco, and firearms.

Against the background of rising crime
rates during the 1960s and the
assassinations of President Kennedy,
Senator Robert Kennedy, and Martin
Luther King, Jr., the Government
created stricter Federal firearms laws
that were intended to address firearms-
related violence. The Omnibus Crime
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968
and the subsequent Gun Control Act
(GCA), which absorbed the firearms
provisions of the Omnibus Act, replaced
the FFA and NFA of the 1930s. Bombs
and other destructive devices were
added to machineguns and sawed-off
shotguns as items strictly controlled by
the Government, and ATTD was given
the first direct Federal jurisdiction

Limited Distribution - For Official Purposes Only
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directed at criminal use of explosives.
The GCA also created stricter licensing
and regulation of the firearms industry
and established new categories of
offenses involving firearms. The scope
of the responsibilities was such that
ATTD was renamed as the Alcohol,
Tobacco, and Firearms Division of the
Internal Revenue Service (ATFD).

By the end of the 1960s, the Federal
Government's almost 200-year-long war
against "moonshining" had been
reduced by economics and effective
enforcement to only sporadic
skirmishes. While industry regulation
and tax collection remained vitally
important, ATFD's law enforcement
resources were being redeployed in the
battle against organized crime and
criminal violence. In 1970, the
Organized Crime Control Act was
passed. This law included sections
known as the Explosives Control Act
(ECA) which were modeled after the
GCA passed 2 years earlier. The ECA
contained provisions for stricter industry
regulations and established certain
bombings and arsons as Federal
crimes. As with the GCA, ATFD was
clearly the agency with the primary
expertise and resources to administer
the new law. With the passage of the
ECA, it also became apparent that
AFTD was responsible for an
interrelated scope of activities that were
clearly distinguishable from the primary
missions of the Internal Revenue
Service. Therefore, ATFD was
separated from the Internal Revenue
Service and given full Bureau status in
the Treasury Department, as ATF, on
July 1, 1972.

The new Bureau gained new
responsibilities. In 1976, ATF briefly
assumed the duty of enforcing the
wagering laws from IRS. In 1978, in
response to the millions of dollars being
lost to the States by cigarette smuggling
from low tax to high tax States, ATF was
charged with enforcing a new
Contraband Cigarette Act. ATF was
also tasked with helping State
enforcement agencies improve their
enforcement and revenue collection
capabilities. At the same time, ATF was
developing an entirely new Federal
effort against an emerging crime
problem--arson. In recent years, ATF
was able to determine that certain
accelerants used in arsons met the
definition of explosives in the ECA. By
the mid-1970s, ATF was able to present
major arson cases to the Department of
Justice for prosecution. In 1982, that
effort was recognized with the passage
of the Anti-Arson Act, which amended
the ECA to include destruction of
property by fire along with destruction
by explosives.

In 1986, Congress passed amendments
to the GCA. These amendments
established mandatory sentences for
armed drug traffickers and violent
career criminals. The Brady Law, which
became effective on February 28, 1994,
created a mandatory 5-day waiting
period for purchasing handguns. This
provision allows law enforcement
officers to check the background of
each handgun purchaser before
delivery of a handgun is made by
Federal firearms licensees.

On September 13, 1994, President
Clinton signed the Violent Crime Control
and Law Enforcement Act of 1994,
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better known as the "Crime Bill." This LAWS -

legislation covers a wide range of law Gun Control Act (18 U.S.C. Chapter 44)

enforcement activities; some of which National Firearms Act (26 U.S.C.

ATF is directly responsible for Chapter 53)

enforcing. Arms Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. §
2778)

Today, ATF is responsible for enforcing

provisions of the following sections of REGULATIONS -

Federal firearms laws and regulations: 27 CFR Part 47

27 CFR Part 178
27 CFR Part 179

Limited Distribution - For Official Purposes Only
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SECTION-II]

ATF INVESTIGATIVE SUPPORT
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FIREARMS SAFETY

~~~~~~~~~

: Always keep the muzzle pointed in a safe direction.

. Always keep your finger off the trigger and outside the trigger guard unless you intend
i to fire the weapon.

CLEARING A FIREARM

Always keep the muzzle poiri?ed in a safe direction. (Use a firearm clearing barrel
where available.)

Remove the magazine or source of ammunition.

Open the breech and inspect the chamber to ensure the firearm is completely
unloaded.

Limited Distribution - For Official Purposes Only
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ITELEPHONE/FACSIMILE NUMBERS OF ATF OFFICES I

FACSIMILE
404-331-4137
410-962-2382
205-731-1313
617-565-7003
704-344-6722
312-353-7668

214-767-2229
313-393-6054
281-449-2049
816-421-6511

213-894-0105
502-582-5634
305-597-4797
615-781-5371

212-466-5160
504-589-2049
215-597-6116
602-640-2858
415-744-9448
206-220-6446
202-219-7828

FACSIMILE
404-679-5013
312-353-3779
214-767-3009
212-264-4553
415-744-9443

FACSIMILE
202-927-8673
404-679-5019
312-353-6787

513-684-6883

214-767-4502

ATF HEADQUARTERS 24 HOUR TELEPHONE NUMBER............... 1-800-800-3855
CRIMINAL ENFORCEMENT FIELD DIVISIONS TELEPHONE
Atlanta, Georgia ..........ccccoooeiiiii 404-331-6526
Baltimore, Maryland ... 410-962-0897
Birmingham, Alabama ....................ccoooo 205-731-1205
Boston, Massachusetts .............c.cooooieiiiiii, 617-565-7042
Charlotte, North Carolina ..o 704-344-6125
Chicago, lNOIS ..o 312-353-6935
Dallas, TeXas .....cccooviiiii e 214-767-2250
Detroit, Michigan ...................cccciiiii 313-393-6000
Houston, TeXas .........cooooviiii e 281-449-2073
Kansas City, MiSSOUr ............ccoooovviiiiiiiiiinnn 816-421-3440
Los Angeles, California ......................cccccoiiiiin. 213-894-4812
Louisville, Kentucky ...............c..oocoiiiiiiiii 502-582-5211
Miami, Florida ...........ccoviii 305-597-4800
Nashville, Tennessee ...............ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiie 615-781-5364
New York City, New YOrk .........cccccccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii, 212-466-5145
New Orleans, Louisiana ..............cccoooiiviiiiiiie, 504-589-2350
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania .......................c.ooooe 215-597-7266
Phoenix, Arizona ..............ccoeeiiiiiii e 602-640-2840
San Francisco, California................ccoooveiiiiiiiii 415-744-7001
Seattle, Washington ..., 206-220-6440
Washington, DC ... 202-219-7751
REGULATORY DISTRICT OFFICES TELEPHONE
(Southeast) Atlanta, Georgia ............cccccccviviiiiiiini 404-679-5001
(Midwest) Chicago, llliNois .............ccccoeeiviiiiiieee, 312-353-1967
(Southwest) Dallas, Texas .............ccccvvvviiiiiiiiieeneeee, 214-767-2280
(North Atlantic) New York City, New York ..................... 212-264-2328
(Western) San Francisco, California ............................. 415-744-7013
OFFICE OF CHIEF COUNSEL TELEPHONE
Chief Counsel (Washington, DC) ...........ccccooviiiiiiiennne. 202-927-7772
Associate Chief Counsel (Atlanta, Georgia) ................ 404-679-5020
Associate Chief Counsel (Chicago, lllinois) ................. 312-353-3862
Associate Chief Counsel (Cincinnati, Ohio) ................. 513-684-3225
Associate Chief Counsel (Dallas, Texas) .................... 214-767-2288
Associate Chief Counsel (New York, New York) .......... 212-264-8060

Associate Chief Counsel (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania).215-597-2051
Associate Chief Counsel (San Francisco, California) ...415-744-9437

212-264-1734
215-597-8303
415-744-7098
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TELEPHONE/FACSIMILE NUMBERS OF ATF SUPPORT AND
INFORMATION SERVICES

SUPPORT AND INFORMATION SERVICE TELEPHONE

ATF National Communications Center ......................... 800-800-3855
ATF National Tracing Center .................ccccccciiiiiiiiinn, 800-788-7133
ATF Firearms Branch ... 202-927-7770
ATF Office of Liaison and Public Information ................ 202-927-9510
ATF Office of Training and Professional Development ..202-927-9380
ATF Intelligence Operations Branch............................... 202-927-7900
ATF Firearms Licensing (Atlanta, Georgia) ................... 404-679-5040
ATF National Firearms Act Branch ...................ccccvveen. 202-927-8330
ATF Firearms Imports Branch .................cccooooeeeeiiei. 202-927-8320
ATF National Laboratory (Rockville, Maryland) ............. 301-413-5227
ATF Regional Laboratory (Atlanta, Georgia) ................. 404-679-5100
ATF Regional Laboratory (Walnut Creek, California) ....510-486-3170
ATF Firearms Technology Branch ................................ 202-927-7910
ATF Audit Services DiviSioNn .............ccccovvvviiiiiiiieiiieninn, 202-927-8240
ATF Publication Distribution Center ............................. 703-455-7801

El Paso Intelligence Center (ATF Representative) ........ 915-564-2200

ADDRESSES:
ATF WebSite on the World Wide Web
www.atf.treas.gov

ATF Headquarters
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
650 Massachusetts Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20226

ATF National Tracing Center

FACSIMILE
202-927-7862
800-578-7223
202-927-7685
202-927-1083
202-927-0752
202-927-4018
404-679-5078
202-927-8601
202-927-8601
301-413-0649
404-679-5112
510-486-3166
202-927-7692
202-927-8602

915-564-2102

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms - National Tracing Center

2029 Stonewall Jackson Drive
Falling Waters, WV 25419

ATF National Laboratory

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms - National Laboratory

1401 Research Boulevard, Room 253
Rockville, MD 20850-3188
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| ATF FORENSIC AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT OVERVIEW I

he following is a brief overview of the forensic and technical support related to firearms
that ATF makes available to the law enforcement community. Other unique resources
and support services directly related to illegal firearms trafficking investigations can be

found throughout this guide.

Forensic Science Laboratory
Support. ATF’s laboratory system is
composed of the National Laboratory
Center (NLC) in Rockville, Maryland,
and the regional laboratories in Atlanta,
Georgia, and San Francisco, California.
The NLC is the second oldest Federal
laboratory in the United States, and the
laboratory system holds the distinction
of being the first Federal laboratory
system accredited by the American
Society of Crime Laboratory Directors.
These multidisciplined laboratories
support the Bureau’s firearms,
explosives, and arson programs. The
laboratories routinely examine
thousands of firearms, documents, and
other miscellaneous firearms-related
evidence for latent fingerprint,
handwriting, residue/fiber, toolmark,
ballistics examination, and other
evidentiary items. The laboratories are
recognized as the leaders in the field of
firearms serial number restoration. The
laboratories also routinely examine
arson debris to detect accelerants as
well as intact and functioned explosives
devices and explosives debris to
identify device components and the
explosives used. In addition, the
laboratories provide trace evidence
comparisons.

CEASEFIRE System Support. ATF's
CEASEFIRE Program provides
advanced investigative support to cities
experiencing serious organized criminal
gang and drug-related shooting

incidents. The goals of this program are
to assist State and local law
enforcement in the solution of firearms-
related violent crimes and serial
shooting incidents, and increase the
efficiency of firearms/ballistic
examiners. CEASEFIRE provides
focused investigative assistance to
cities through the integration of ATF's
various violence reduction program's
and new forensic technology. ATF is
utilizing computerized imaging systems
along with investigative support to
improve the efficiency in the
examination of ballistic evidence. The
INTEGRATED BALLISTICS
IDENTIFICATION SYSTEM (IBIS) is a
single platform computer identification
system which correlates and matches
both projectile and shell casing ballistic
evidence. It consists of two separate
software programs- BULLETPROOF
and BRASSCATCHER.

The BULLETPROOF system provides
the firearms examiner with an
automated mechanism to identify
projectiles (bullets). It also allows for a
visual examination of the images on a
video monitor.

BRASSCATCHER, which operates on
the same platform, allows a computer
comparison of recovered shell casings.
The system will automatically correlate
the electronic signatures to make the
match. The operator can visually
compare shell casings images having
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similar characteristics on a video
monitor.

The IBIS technology facilitates the rapid
comparison of huge volumes of
projectile and casing evidence from
different shooting incidents producing a
higher probability of solution. In
addition, in shooting incidents where no
crime gun is recovered, IBIS can be
used to examine the projectile or casing
and identify the type of firearm the
projectile and/or casing were expended
from. For example, a homicide occurs
and the projectile is recovered from the
victim, but no firearm is recovered. The
projectile is believed to be 9mm. IBIS
examination confirms the projectile is
9mm and can also advise the
investigator of the type of 9mm pistol
used (e.g., Glock or Sig Sauer).

This advanced technology is the
worldwide standard and is currently in
use in Russia, Brazil, Thailand, Canada,
and South Africa to name a few
examples.

A battery of ATF’s unique assets, such
as the National Tracing Center, the
Firearms Technology Branch with its
5,000 firearms reference library, and the
ATF Forensic Laboratory support the
CEASEFIRE Program. These
significantly contribute to the solution
rates of firearms-related homicides and
other shooting-related incidents. The
CEASEFIRE Program was developed to
address firearms-related violence and
homicides and solve investigations.

The program accomplishes the
examination of ballistic evidence
through the IBIS. The program’s design
suppresses and prevents crime and
violence through enforcement,

regulation, and community outreach;
supports and assists international,
Federal, State and local law
enforcement; and provides innovative
training programs in support of
enforcement and regulatory functions.
IBIS is located in all of ATF’s Forensic
Science Laboratories.

SECTION

Explosive Detecting Canine Support.
ATF’s explosives detecting canine
program was established in 1992.
These canines can detect minute
quantities and a greater variety of
explosives than canines in any other
program available. Of significance is
the fact that because of the conditioning
to smokeless powder and other types of
explosives fillers defined with these
groups, the explosives detecting
canines have been able to detect
firearms and ammunition hidden in
luggage, and vehicles, and buried
underground. These canines may be
useful in traffic stops involving illegal
firearms trafficking suspects in much the
same way that narcotics detection
canines are used in traffic stops
involving narcotics trafficking suspects.
The investigative application of canines
in firearms detection is available
through ATF’s canine detecting team.

Firearms Technology Branch (FTB)
Support. The FTB provides expert
technical support to ATF, other Federal
agencies, State and local law
enforcement, the firearms industry,
Congress, and the general public. FTB
is responsible for rendering opinions
regarding the classification of suspected
illegal firearms and newly designed
firearms. FTB maintains an extensive
firearms reference collection, as well as
technical firearms reference files and
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library, and firearms data bases. This
branch is also responsible for the
technical determination concerning
types of firearms approved for
importation into the United States. In
accordance with the Undetectable
Firearms Act, FTB provides the
standard for the detectability of firearms.
Further, FTB provides the U.S.
Department of Justice, State
prosecutors' offices, district attorneys'
offices, and military courts with expert
firearms testimony. This testimony
includes the identification and origin of
firearms and other matters relating to
firearms and the firearms industry.
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SECTION-III]

FIREARMS TRAFFICKING TERMS

: Treat every firearm as if it were loaded.
Always keep the muzzle pointed in a safe direction.

Always keep your finger off the trigger and outside the trigger guard unless you intend
to fire the weapon.

CLEARING A FIREARM E

(Use a firearm clearing barrel

where available.)

: Remove the magazine or source of ammunition.

Open the breech and inspect the chamber to ensure the firearm is completely
unloaded.
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I FIREARMS TRAFFICKING TERMS I

he following is a listing of basic firearms trafficking terms and definitions that a criminal
investigator should have working knowledge of in order to effectively investigate illegal

firearms trafficking.

Acquisition/Disposition Log. A log or
bound book maintained by all FFLs
which records the receipt (date and
source) and disposition (date and
transferee) of all firearms as well as a
complete description of the firearm(s).

ATF Form 3310.4, Multiple Sales
Report. A form completed by all FFLs
whenever they transfer two or more
handguns within a 5-business day
period to the same individual. The form
contains full identifying information
concerning the purchaser, the firearms,
the date of transfer, and the FFL. FFLs
are required by Federal law (18 U.S.C.
§ 923(g)(3)) to forward this form to ATF
and the designated chief law
enforcement official in that area. (See
Section XV for a copy of this form.)

ATF Form 4473, Firearms
Transaction Record. A form
maintained by all FFLs which is
completed to document the transfer of a
firearm(s) to an unlicensed individual.
The form is completed by both the
purchaser and the FFL and contains full
identifying information concerning the
purchaser, the firearm, the date of
transfer, and the FFL number. (See
Section XV for a copy of this form.)

ATF Form 5300.35, Statement of
Intent to Obtain a Handqun(s). A form
maintained by some FFLs to document
a handgun purchaser’s personal
identifying data to be used for a criminal
records and background check as

required by the Brady Law prior to the
purchase of a handgun. (See Section
XV for a copy of this form.)

Crime Gun. For purposes of this
guidebook and firearms tracing, a crime
gun is any firearm that is illegally
possessed, used in a crime, or
suspected to have been used in a
crime. This may include firearms found
abandoned if it is suspected they were
used in a crime or illegally possessed.

Engaged in the Business. A person
who devotes time, attention, and labor
to dealing (manufacturing/importing/
repairing/pawnbrokering) firearms as a
regular course of trade or business with
the “principal objective of livelihood and
profit” through that labor. This does not
include occasional sales/purchases of
firearms for enhancement/disposition of
a personal collection or for hobby.
(Defined in 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(21).)

Federal Firearms Licensee (FFL). An
FFL is any person, partnership, or
business entity holding a valid license
issued by ATF under the authority of 18
U.S.C. chapter 44, that allows them to
“engage in the business” of dealing
(manufacturing, importing, repairing, or
pawnbrokering) firearms. By law, all
FFLs must keep records of their
firearms transactions.
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Firearms and Explosives Imports
System. A system maintained by ATF
that contains information on
applications to import firearms and
information on firearms imported. This
information includes the names and
addresses of businesses importing and
exporting, permit numbers, descriptions
and numbers of articles imported/
exported, country of manufacture, Arms
Export Control Act registration
information, and copies of applications,
and reports such as ATF Form 6 and
6A. (See Section XV for copies of these
forms.)

Firearms Dealer. Any person (licensed
or unlicensed) “engaged in the
business” of dealing, manufacturing,
importing, or pawnbrokering firearms.
(Defined in 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(11).)

Firearms and Explosives Licensing
Center (FELC). Located in Atlanta,
Georgia, the ATF FELC receives and
processes requests for FFLs and
contains information on all active
licenses, active license addresses,
responsible persons associated with the
license, d.b.a. (doing business as)
names, corporate names, licensee
telephone numbers, FFL photographs,
and fingerprints for recent applicants or
renewals, etc.

Firearms Trace. The tracking of a
recovered crime guns history from its
source (manufacturer/ importer) through
the chain of distribution (wholesaler/
retailer) to the individual who procured
the firearm. Firearms trace requests
may be submitted to the NTC on an ATF
Form 3312.1, Crime Gun Information
Referral/ Request Form. (ATF

personnel see ATF Order 3310.48B for
more information.)

Firearms Trafficking Corridor. A
route of transportation that is frequently
used by illegal firearms traffickers to
transport/move firearms from a source
area to a market area. This may include
interstate highways; cars, buslines,
other common carriers such as UPS,
DHL, Fed Ex; U.S. mail; railways; or air
routes.

Firearms Trafficking Gateway. A
border crossing point, port of entry,
airport, busport, or train station that is
frequently passed through by illegal
firearms traffickers during their
transportation of firearms from a source
area to a market area.

Firearms Trafficking Study. A study
and analysis of firearms information
(e.g., trace information) pertaining to
recovered crime guns in a specific
geographic location, over a set period of
time, to determine trends and patterns
in firearms crimes, firearms recovery
locations, and illegal firearms trafficking
indicators which can be used to
formulate enforcement strategies and
focus resources. These studies are
performed using data from ATF’'s NTC.

Flea Market. A one time or recurring
event having a primary purpose of
providing a public exhibition, forum, or
market place for general merchandise,
second hand articles, antiques, and
other miscellaneous commercial goods
other than firearms but whose
merchandise may include firearms,
ammunition, and firearms accessories.
(ATF personnel see ATF Order 3310.4B
for more information.)
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Gun Show. An event or function
sponsored by any national, State, or
local organization devoted to the
collection, competitive use, or other
sporting use of firearms, or an
organization or association that
sponsors functions devoted to the
collection, competitive use or other
sporting use of firearms in the
community. A flea market is not a gun
show. (Defined in 27 CFR § 178.100 (b).
Also ATF personnel see ATF Order
3310.4B for more information.)

lllegal Firearms Diversion. The
movement of a firearm(s) from the legal
to illegal marketplace, through an illegal
method or for an illegal purpose. This
definition includes international;
interstate and intrastate firearms
trafficking; stolen firearms cases; illegal
NFA weapon transfers; straw
purchases; unlicensed transactions; and
unrecorded or misrecorded sales by a
licensed manufacturer, retailer or
wholesaler/distributor.

lllegal Firearms Trafficking. lllegal
firearms diversion that is done for
purpose of profit, power, prestige, or
supplying firearms to the criminal
element or juveniles.

lllegal Firearms Trafficking Indicator.
A unique factor or circumstance that is
believed to be associated with illegal
firearms diversion or trafficking.
Examples of indicators include
frequency of involvement in a crime-
related firearms trace by an address,
individual, or FFL; time-to-crime rates
for an FFL; frequent reports of firearms
thefts by an individual or FFL; time-to-
sale rates for an FFL, or possession of
firearms by juveniles.

Inspection Warrant. An inspection
warrant may be obtained to conduct an
FFL inspection in those instances where
a special agent has less than probable
cause but more than mere suspicion to
believe that evidence of a violation of 18
U.S.C. Chapter 44 exists on the
premises of an FFL. It may also be
used where a licensee will not permit an
authorized warrantless inspection. An
inspection warrant is obtained under
ATF’s statutory authority contained in
the Gun Control Act (18 U.S.C. §
923(g)). (ATF personnel see ATF Order
3310.4B and ATF Order 5300.8A for
more information.)

Market Area. An area where firearms
acquired in a source area are unlawfully
marketed and/or transferred to the
criminal element/prohibited
persons/juveniles. Factors that foster a
market area include lack of FFLs/flea
markets/gun shows in an area and strict
or thorough State/local gun laws that
limit firearms possession and
availability. (NOTE: A market area’s
source may be in the same
city/county/State or it may be in a
different city/county/State. Firearm
sources/markets are defined as areas,
not States.)

Money Laundering. The investment or
transfer of money from unlawful
activities or sources (illegal firearms
trafficking) into legitimate channels so
that its original source cannot be traced.

Multiple Sale/Purchases. Federal law
requires that each FFL prepare an ATF
F 3310.4, Report of Multiple Sale or
Other Disposition of Pistols and
Revolvers, whenever the FFL sells or
otherwise disposes of, at one time or
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during any 5 consecutive business
days, two or more pistols or revolvers to
an unlicensed person. The report is
then forwarded to ATF and the area
chief law enforcement official not later
than close of business on the day that
the multiple sale or other disposition
occurs (18 U.S.C. § 923(g)(3)). A report
is not required to be made where the
pistols and/or revolvers are returned to
the same person from whom they were
received (e.g., pawn redemption or
return of repaired pistols/revolvers).
When completed, ATF F 3310.4
provides information regarding the
transferee’s name, address, date of
birth, and the quantity and description of
the firearms purchased. It also bears
the licensee’s name, address, Federal
firearms license number, and the date
the report was filled out. (See Section
XVI for a copy of this form. Also ATF
personnel see ATF Order 3310.4B for
more information.)

Munitions Database. A system
maintained by ATF, with assistance
from the Department of Defense in
accordance with 10 U.S.C. § 2722,
which contains information concerning
all reports of loss/theft and recoveries of
U.S. military munitions.

National Crime Information Center
(NCIC) Recovered Gun File. This file
contains data on firearms recovered
(seized, purchased, recovered/
abandoned, retained) by any law
enforcement agency to include
date/location of recovery and recovering
agency. Recovered guns can be stolen
guns or guns which have not been
reported stolen. Entry of recovered
firearms into this file is voluntary.
Recovered stolen firearms remain in the

file until the agency reporting the theft
removes the file. Nonstolen firearms
recovery entries are automatically
purged between 2 or 3 years after entry.

National Firearms Registration and
Transfer Record (NFRTR). The
NFRTR is a registry maintained by ATF
which includes the name, address,
personal identification information,
photograph, and fingerprints of
individuals who possess NFRTR
weapons. The system also contains all
identifying information concerning the
NFRTR weapon owned/transferred by
the individual. NFRTR weapons include
machineguns, silencers, pen guns,
short barreled rifles and shotguns, as
well as destructive devices. ATF
special agents may request a records
search to obtain a certification as to the
registration status of a weapon or the
existence of registered weapons by
telephonically contacting the NFRTR
Branch. Due to the fact that the
registration relates to tax information,
disclosure of the information is strictly
limited by the provisions of 26 U.S.C.
6103. Disclosure may only be made to
Federal agencies for official purposes.
(Also ATF personnel see ATF Order
3310.4B for more information.)

National Tracing Center (NTC). The
ATF NTC is the only facility/operation in
the world that traces the history of
firearms recovered in crimes and from
juveniles for any Federal, State, or local
law enforcement agency in the United
States or abroad; stores information
concerning the multiple sale of firearms,
suspect guns, stolen firearms, and
firearms with obliterated serial numbers;
and is also the only repository for all
FFL out-of-business records.
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Notice of Unlicensed Firearms
Dealing Violation. An ATF notice of
unlicensed firearms dealing violation
may be served by a special agent on an
individual who may unknowingly be
engaged in the business of dealing in
firearms without a license. Service of
this notice satisfies the willful/lknowingly
requirement of the dealing in firearms
without a license statute should a
criminal case need to be perfected
against an individual who continues to
engage in unlicensed firearms dealing
after being served notice. (ATF
personnel see ATF Order 3310.4B,
Firearms Enforcement Programs, for
more information)

Principal Objective of Livelihood and
Profit. The intent of the sale or
disposition of firearms is predominantly
one of obtaining livelihood and
pecuniary gain, as opposed to other
intents, such as liquidating a personal
firearms collection. (Defined in 18
U.S.C. §921(a)(22).)

Probable Cause Warrant (for an FFL).
A probable cause warrant may be
obtained for the premises of an FFL in
those instances where a special agent
has probable cause to believe that
evidence of a violation of law exists on
the premises of an FFL. A probable
cause warrant may be obtained under
Rule 41 of the Federal Rules of Criminal
Procedure. (ATF personnel see ATF
Order 3310.4B and ATF Order 5300.8A
for more information.)

Project LEAD. ATF’s automated illegal
firearms trafficking information system
that provides investigative leads to
investigators by analyzing crime gun
trace data, suspect gun information,

stolen firearms information, and multiple
sales information to identify recurring
trends and patterns that may indicate
illegal firearms trafficking.

Query Management Facility (QMF)
Run. An inquiry/run of the data
contained in the ATF NTC'’s firearms
tracing system (FTS) mainframe
computer that can extract criminal trace
information/data relating to FFLs in
formats specified by the requester.
Field personnel may request QMF runs
through the NTC. QMF runs are more
suited to determining trends and
patterns in firearms activity by FFLs
whereas Project LEAD is more useful in
determining trends and patterns of
firearms activity by unlicensed persons.
QMF information can be particularly
valuable to inspectors for use in
identifying inspection needs and to
special agents conducting a criminal
investigation involving an FFL.

Reasonable Cause Warrant (for an
FFL). A reasonable cause warrant may
be obtained to conduct an FFL
inspection in those instances where a
special agent has less than probable
cause but more than mere suspicion to
believe that evidence of a violation of 18
U.S.C. Chapter 44 exists on the
premises of an FFL. It may also be
used where a licensee will not permit an
authorized warrantless inspection.

(ATF personnel see ATF Order 3310.4B
and ATF Order 5300.8A for more
information.)

Source Area. An area where illegal
firearms traffickers have easy access to
large numbers of firearms that they can
readily acquire and transport to other
locations for unlawful resale and/or
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transfer to the criminal element/
prohibited persons/juveniles. Factors
that foster a source area include
abundance of FFLs/flea markets/gun
shows in an area, relaxed or
nonexistent State/local gun laws, and
proximity to urban centers or other
locations where guns are sought
commodities.

Stolen Firearms Data Base. A data
base maintained by ATF’s National
Tracing Center which contains
information relating to ALL firearms
thefts from FFLs in addition to
information relating to thefts of firearms
from interstate carriers. Under 18
U.S.C. § 923(g)(6), FFLs must report
any theft or loss of firearms to ATF
within 48 hours after the theft or loss is
discovered. FFLs report thefts via ATF
Form 3310.11, Federal Firearms
Licensee Theft/Loss Report. Thefts from
interstate shipments are reported to
ATF via ATF Form 3310.6, Interstate
Firearms Shipment Report of
Theft/Loss. (See Section XVI for copies
of these forms. Also, ATF personnel
see ATF Order 3310.4B for more
information.)

Straw Purchase. The acquisition of a
firearm(s) from a federally licensed
firearms dealer by an individual (the
“straw”) done for the purpose of
concealing the identity of the true
intended receiver of the firearm(s).

Suspect Name. An individual that is
under active criminal investigation and
is suspected to be illegally possessing,
using, or trafficking firearms.

Suspect Gun. An unrecovered
firearm(s) that is suspected to have

been illegally trafficked or diverted
(e.g., multiple sales reports and FFL
records indicate that an individual has
purchased 25 firearms, 15 of which
have been recovered in crimes, traced
and entered into Project LEAD, and 10
of which have not been recovered;
therefore, they are listed as suspect
guns. It is suspected that these
remaining firearms have also been
illegally trafficked.)

SECTION

Suspect Guns Data Base. A data
base maintained by ATF’s NTC which
contains identifying information relative
to firearms suspected of being illegally
trafficked but have not been recovered
as of yet. This information is submitted
by special agents/investigators during
their investigations. Should a suspect
gun be recovered and traced, the
Suspect Guns Data Base, which is
interfaced with the FTS, will alert the
NTC which in turn, will contact the
investigator who entered the firearm as
a suspect gun and provide him/her with
the contact telephone number of the
individual who recovered and traced the
firearm. The investigator is then able to
contact the trace requester and obtain
information surrounding the firearms
use in a crime and recovery.

Suspect Name File. Thisfileis a
service offered by the ATF NTC. An
investigator may use this service by
providing the NTC with identifying
information relative to persons currently
under active criminal investigation who
are suspected of illegally using or
trafficking in firearms but have not yet
been discovered in possession of, or
associated with a firearm. Should a
firearm be recovered and traced, the
Suspect Name File will alert NTC

Limited Distribution - For Official Purposes Only



w
m
O
-
O
pa

Page 30

ATF - Guide to Investigating lllegal Firearms Trafficking

personnel if an individual in the file was
in possession of, or associated with the
firearm being traced. NTC personnel
will then contact the special agent who
entered the person in the Suspect
Name File and provide him/her with the
contact telephone number of the
individual who recovered and traced the
firearm. The special agent is then able
to contact the trace requester and
obtain information surrounding the
relationship of the recovered firearm to
the individual who was entered in the
Suspect Name File. Example: (1) An
individual is under investigation for
unlicensed firearms dealing. That
individual may be entered into the
Suspect Name File and if a firearm is
recovered and traced that was
associated with, or possessed by the
suspect, the investigator would be
notified by the ATF NTC. (2) A violent
criminal or gang offender is under
investigation for illegal firearms
possession. That individual may be
entered in the Suspect Name File and if
a firearm is recovered and traced that
was associated with, or possessed by
the suspect, the investigator would be
notified by the ATF NTC.

Time to Crime. The period of time

(measured in days) between a firearm’s
acquisition from a retail market and law
enforcement’s recovery of that firearm
during use, or suspected use, in a
crime. A short time to crime usually
means the firearm will be easier to
trace, and when several short time to
crime traces involve the same individual
or FFL, this can be an indication of
illegal trafficking activity.

Time to Sale. The period of time
(measured in days) between a retail
FFLs reciept of a firearm and the sale or
transfer of that firearm. A short time to
sale, particularly when a number of
inexpensive or identical handguns are
involved, may indicate the federally
licensed firearms dealer is specifically
ordering the firearms at the request of
an illegal trafficker or is directly involved
with illegal trafficking.
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SECTION-IV]

INVESTIGATIVE RESOURCES AND SOURCE
INFORMATION DEVELOPMENT

SECTION

AIWays keep the muzzle pointed in a safe direction.

Always keep your finger off the trigger and outside the trigger guard unless you intend
to fire the weapon.

# Always keep the muzzle poirﬁ;
where available.)

% Remove the magazine or source of ammunition.

Open the breech and inspect the chamber to ensure the firearm is completely
unloaded.
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INVESTIGATIVE RESOURCES
AND SOURCE INFORMATION DEVELOPMENT

llegal firearms trafficking investigations are often information intensive as the
investigator must identify suspects who often use fictitious identities and addresses or
use multiple conspirators to prevent the detection of their unlawful activities. When
conducting these investigations, investigators should take full advantage of the unique
information systems and unique investigative techniques that can assist and further
investigative or interdictive efforts. The following section is broken out into those
techniques and sources of information that will benefit interstate and intrastate illegal
firearms trafficking investigations, stolen firearms investigations, International
Trafficking in Arms (ITAR) investigations, and concludes with a listing of general

sources of information.

[GENERAL TRAFFICKING
INVESTIGATIONS:

ATF’s Advanced Serial Case
Management System (ASCMe)
Response Capability. ATF has
acquired ASCMe, and it is available to
investigators through the ATF
Intelligence Division. The ASCMe
program/software provides analytical
support in major cases and can be used
in large-scale illegal firearms trafficking
investigations to rapidly process and/or
effectively store and manage large
volumes of investigative lead
information.

ATF Firearms Licensing System. This
system can be queried to determine
FFL information accuracy in an
investigation where a fictitious license
may be involved. Addresses developed
during an investigation through
surveillance or telephone toll records
can be cross-checked in the system to
detect other FFLs knowingly, or
unknowingly involved. Contact ATF
Firearms and Explosives Licensing
Section, Atlanta, Georgia.

ATF Firearms Tracing. Use firearms
tracing to determine the history of a
crime gun from manufacturer or importer
through wholesaler, retailer, and to
individual purchasers. Firearms tracing
can yield valuable investigative leads.
Contact ATF’s NTC.

ATF Firearms Trafficking Studies.
Conduct firearms trafficking studies to
determine patterns in the crime guns
recovered in your area. Patterns could
include most frequent criminal uses of
firearms and most frequent sources of
crime guns. This information is useful
to develop broad enforcement
strategies which target investigative
resources where they will have the most
effective impact. Contact ATF’'s NTC.

ATF National Firearms Registration
and Transfer Record (NFRTR). Use
the NFRTR to check or cross-reference
ownership names, addresses, or
weapons descriptions related to all
registered NFRTR weapons.
Additionally, the NFRTR maintains the
fingerprints and photographs of all
those with registered firearms. The
NFRTR system can be searched by
name, city, State, or firearm type, make,

Limited Distribution - For Official Purposes Only



ATF - Guide to Investigating lllegal Firearms Trafficking Page 35

or serial number. To conduct an
NFRTR check, contact ATF’s Firearms
and Explosives Regulatory Division,
NFRTR Section. Because the
registration contains tax information,
disclosure of the information is strictly
limited by the provisions of 26 U.S.C.
6103. Disclosure may only be made to
Federal agencies for official purposes.

ATF NTC FFL “Monitor” and “No
Contact” Services. During the course
of an investigation into suspected
violations of law by an FFL an
investigator may want to utilize the FFL
“Monitor” or “No Contact “ services.
Through the FFL “Monitor” service an
investigator will be notified by the NTC
of all firearms traced back to a specified
FFL. Through the FFL “No Contact’
service an investigator may request that
the NTC not contact a specified FFL for
firearms trace information. Both of
these services has advantages to offer
an investigator when conducting an FFL
investigation. To obtain either service,
the investigator must have an active/
open investigation on a specific FFL
and must contact the NTC with the
investigation number, point of contact
information, and reason for the request.

ATF NTC Obliterated Serial Numbers
Data Base and Tracing Capabilities.
In many instances, the NTC has the
capability of tracing firearms where
partial serial numbers remain or have
been raised. Investigators should
attempt to trace any firearm where a
partial serial number is available. The
NTC may be able to provide the
investigator with a list of potential
recipients of the firearm. The NTC
collects information on firearms with
obliterated serial numbers and

analyzes this information for trends or
patterns that may yield investigative
leads. It should be noted that research
indicates that most firearms with
obliterated serial numbers were illegally
trafficked. To access the partial serial
number trace capacity or the Obliterated
Serial Number Data Base investigators
should use ATF F 3312.1, Crime Gun
Information Request/Referral Form, or
contact ATF’s NTC for more
information.
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ATF’s Project LEAD. Use Project
LEAD as your primary tool in the
development of illegal firearms
trafficking leads. Contact the ATF field
division or field office nearest to you to
determine your closest access to a
Project LEAD system. This information
system contains sensitive information;
therefore, disclosure of this information
outside of ATF may require that specific
permission be obtained. (See Section
VIl of this report for a more detailed
description of Project LEAD and its
uses.)

ATF QMF Runs. To obtain a myriad of
information and statistical data relating
to FFLs. These query types are virtually
unlimited and can be customized to the
users’/requesters’ specifications.
Examples of query types will follow.
Contact the ATF’s NTC to access QMF
runs.

Q QMF runs for geographic analysis:

O Master query. To show the
trace history of all FFLs in specified
geographic area.

O Recovery/Source Query. To
show the recovery/source locations of
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firearms recovered within a specified
geographic area.

Q Source/Market Area Query. To
show the relationship between specified
areas for firearms purchased and
firearms recovered (e.g., a run to list all
firearms purchased in Florida and
recovered in New York City).

QO Foreign Trace Query. To show
all the FFLs in a specified area that
have sold firearms which were
recovered in and traced by a foreign
country.

Q QMF runs for firearms trafficking
investigations:

QO FFL Check. To show all the
crime guns traced to a specific FFL and
the recovery location/date of recovery
for the firearms.

Q FFL Supplier. To show all the
suppliers of firearms to a specified FFL
for firearms the FFL sold and were
subsequently recovered/traced.

0 Requester Check. To show all
the ATF or State, local, or other Federal
law enforcement agencies that
requested a trace(s) on a firearm(s) sold
by a specified FFL.

Q Crime Check. To show all the
various types of crimes that traced
firearms, sold by a specified FFL, were
used in.

0 Purchaser Check. To show all
the purchasers, including their name,
DOB, sex, and POB city/State, in
alphabetical order, of firearms
purchased from a specified FFL and

subsequently recovered in a
crime/traced.

0O Multiple Sale Check. To show all the
recent multiple sales reported by a
specified FFL.

ATF RE Area Office Files. Special
agents may coordinate with inspectors
to utilize information in RE area office
files, including a complete history of
individual FFLs, types of firearms in
inventory, specific business practices,
suppliers/wholesalers frequently used,
photographs and other identifying
information from the license, and
descriptions of security systems/video
monitors that may be in use. During the
course of an FFL investigation, a
special agent may want to check with an
FFL'’s source of supply to obtain a list of
all the firearms shipped to the FFL that
can be compared against the FFL’s
books. This may detect firearms that
are not being recorded as the FFL is
unlawfully selling the firearms “off
paper.” Additionally, the file contains
an original copy of the license
application and the type of license
approved. This information, although
very basic, can prove useful during an
FFL investigation, especially during any
interviews with an FFL.

ATF Suspect Guns Data Base. Use
the Suspect Guns Data Base as an
investigative tool to allow you to track
the recovery of firearms you believe
have been illegally trafficked by a
suspect in your investigation and to
determine when, where, and under what
circumstances suspect guns involved in
an investigation are recovered. To
enter a suspect gun, use ATF Form
3312.1 Crime Gun Information Request/
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Referral Form or contact ATFs NTC for
more information.

ATF Suspect Name File. Use the
Suspect Name File as a tool to further
detect any instances where the
subject(s) of a criminal investigation
have been associated with, possessed
or used a firearm and to determine
when, where, and under what
circumstances the suspect was involved
with a firearm. An investigator may
submit the names and identifying
information for persons to be entered in
the Suspect Name File via ATF F
3312.1, Crime Gun Information
Request/Referral Form, by checking the
block for suspect gun entry in Part |,
noting in bold letters under the “other
instructions” section of Part Il that “this
is a Suspect Name File entry,” and
entering the suspect name information
under Part IV as possessor.

Cooperating Defendants. Properly
conducted interviews can be the best
source of illegal firearms trafficking
information and should not be
overlooked. Treat every defendant in a
firearms case as you would a defendant
in a drug case. Law enforcement
routinely interrogates and fully debriefs
drug case defendants with respect to
their drug sources, customers, and any
knowledge they have at all about
anyone in the illegal drug trade. The
same should be done with respect to a
defendant’s knowledge concerning
“street” sources of firearms and general
firearms trafficking intelligence.
Request your area Federal or State
prosecutor to make a full defendant
debriefing on firearms intelligence a
condition of any plea agreement in a
firearms case.

Cooperating FFLs. If during an illegal
firearm trafficking investigation, it is
determined that the FFL is not involved,
approaching the FFL for cooperation
may assist in furthering the
investigation. The FFL may have
additional information that the special
agent was not aware of; the FFL may
have video tapes of previous
transactions taken with security
cameras; the FFL may allow special
agents to act as employees and
conduct, or observe, firearms
transactions with the suspect trafficker;
the FFL may assist in the timing of
firearms pickups by the trafficker to
ensure special agents can cover/surveil
the deal; or the FFL may be willing to
introduce the special agent in an
undercover capacity as an “off paper”
source of firearms.
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Interstate Identification Index (lil).
The Ill system contains information on
criminal records of about 11 million
people, specifically persons born in
1956 or later, with a Federal Bureua of
Investigation (FBI) record. The system
also contains information on persons
born prior to 1956 whose first arrest was
recorded with the FBI in 1974 or later
and selected older records

for certain fugitives and repeat
offenders.

Justice Retrieval and Inquiry System
(JURIS). The JURIS is a full-text,
computerized information system
(similar to LEXIS) developed and
operated by the Department of Justice
to provide attorneys with rapid access to
relevant legal documents. The JURIS is
widely used in legal offices throughout
the country and is available through the
Library of Congress, American Law
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Division. The JURIS contains
headnotes and full text for 145,000
Federal decisions and headnotes for
350,000 state decisions from West's
General Digests. It also contains:
Federal statutes and regulatory
material, attorney work products, and
special files of evidentiary materials in
support of ongoing litigation.

Long Gun Trafficking Information.
Long gun trafficking is a crime that is
often harder to initially detect and easier
for a convicted felon to accomplish.
FFLs are not required to submit multiple
sales forms for long gun purchases. An
individual could buy hundreds of pistol
grip shotguns in less than 5 days, but
ATF would not be notified, however; if
that same individual purchased two
handguns in a 5-day period, ATF would
be notified. Moreover, Brady checks
are only conducted on handguns, not
long guns; therefore, long guns are
susceptible to “lie and buy” schemes
where convicted felons falsify the ATF
Form 4473, Firearms Transaction
Record. If it is determined through trace
analysis or other means that illegal long
gun trafficking is a problem in your area,
the following methods may assist in
identifying long gun traffickers:

0 Determine through trace analysis the
most often traced makes (manufacturer/
type) of long guns and then determine
the individuals or FFLs who are the
sources of these long guns that are
finding their way to criminals.

Q Since FFLs are not required to submit
multiple sales forms for the multiple
purchase of long guns, request that
area inspectors search FFL records for
multiple long gun purchases of the most

often traced makes of long guns during
their inspections. This information can
then be developed to determine if the
purchasers involved in these multiple
purchases are involved in the illegal
trafficking of long guns.

Mail Covers. A mail cover is obtained
through the postmaster in your area
and, when granted, provides the
requester with photocopies of the
outside of all packages and envelopes
received at the address specified for
cover. Mail covers may be of use to
determine the source of firearms for an
illegal firearms trafficker suspected of
receiving firearms in the mail. A mail
cover may also be useful in determining
associates/coconspirators in an illegal
trafficking organization. (ATF personnel,
see ATF Order 3210.7B, chapter M, for
more information.)

National Crime Information Center
(NCIC). The NCIC, located at the FBI
headquarters in Washington, DC, is a
widely used law enforcement computer
system. Most major law enforcement
agencies have NCIC connections. The
NCIC is often compared to a large "file
cabinet" with each file having its own
label or classification.

This cabinet of data contains the
following information: stolen, missing, or
recovered guns; stolen articles (must
have a serial number); wanted persons
(for questioning or arrest); stolen/
wanted vehicles (autos, aircraft,
motorcycles); stolen license plates;
stolen, embezzled, or missing
securities, stocks, bonds, and currency;
stolen/wanted boats; missing persons;
Index to State Criminal History Records
and Criminal History Records of Federal
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Offenders; unidentified persons; and
foreign fugitives.

The NCIC, through the Ill, can provide
an investigator with a record of a
subject's prior major Federal offenses,
peoples arrests, and dispositions. The
Il also contains an index to similar
information concerning State offenses
occurring in States participating in the 11l
Program. Background information can
also be obtained from the Il record. For
example, if a subject's name, date of
birth, race, and sex are entered, the
investigator would receive the FBI
number, full name, height, weight, eye
color, hair color, fingerprint
classification, alias, total arrests,
charges, convictions, and dispositions.

NCIC Recovered Gun File. This system
allows an investigator to check for the
recovery of stolen guns by other law
enforcement agencies that are involved
in that investigator’s firearms theft
investigation, or suspect guns
recovered by other law enforcement
agencies that are involved in that
investigator’s trafficking investigation.
Law enforcement agencies that enter
firearms into the Recovered Gun File
may not always request a trace on the
firearm. Without a trace request, ATF’s
Suspect Guns Database will not receive
a hit, however, running a firearm
through the recovered gun file may
reveal that an investigation’s suspect or
stolen guns have in fact been recovered
by law enforcement officials somewhere
in the country.

National Law Enforcement
Telecommunications System
(NLETS). The NLETS is a
sophisticated message switching
network that links all
telecommunications law enforcement
and criminal justice agencies in the
United States, System Puerto Rico, and
through a computerized link to
INTERPOL, Canada. Agencies include
state and local law enforcement
agencies, motor vehicle and licensing
departments, and a wide variety of
federal enforcement agencies. The
latter includes U.S. Customs Service,
FBI, Department of Justice, U.S. Secret
Service, U.S. Marshals Service, Naval
Investigative Service, Air Force Office of
Special Investigations, Department of
State, Department of the Army,
Department of the Interior, and others.
The National Auto Theft Bureau is also
linked to NLETS.

A great deal of information is available
through the network. This includes the:
trace history of a firearm via a request
to ATF’'s NTC; vehicle registrations by
license or vehicle identification number;
driver's license and driver history by
name and date of birth, or driver's
license number; criminal records by
name and date of birth, State
identification number, or FBI number;
boat registrations by hull number,
registration number, or name; :
snowmobile registrations by registration
number, vehicle identification number,
or owner's name and date of birth;
hazardous material file by UN number,
which is an internationally recognized
code for hazardous material; private
aircraft tracking data by registration
number or date range; aircraft
registrations by registration number,
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serial number, or name of registrant;
and directory of participating agencies
by originating agency identifier.

Through an interface to the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police's Canadian
Police Information Center, many files
are available. These include: wanted
persons by name and date of birth;
stolen vehicles by license number or
vehicle identification number; stolen
articles by serial number; stolen guns by
serial number; stolen securities by serial
number, corporation name, issuer, or
name of owner; and stolen boats/motors
by license number, hull number,
registration number, or name of owner.
Users have the capability to send free-
form messages to other users either
individually or via a broadcast message.

One-Time (or infrequent) Sources Of
Information. Oftentimes FFLs at gun
shows are willing to provide information
on illegal firearms trafficking activities at
the gun show as this is activity that is
infringing on the FFL’s legitimate
livelihood.

Penn Register or Dialed Number
Recorder (DNR). These devices will,
when attached to an operational
telephone line, record, store, transmit,
and/or process telephone usage/
numbers dialed from that line. This may
be used to benefit an investigation in a
number of ways to include identifying
the scope of an illegal firearms
trafficking organization and the
members of an illegal firearms
trafficking organization. Tracking
interstate telephone tolls can assist in
proving interstate elements of proof in
the case of Federal violations of law
and can assist in pinpointing dates of

firearms purchases and transfers. A
court order is needed to use these
devices, and it is a crime to use these
devices without a court order. (ATF
personnel see ATF Order 3530.2,
chapter D, for more information.)

Regional Information Sharing System
(RISS). The RISS Program consists of
seven multistage projects that facilitate
regional criminal information exchange
and provide other related support ser-
vices to Federal, State, and local law
enforcement agencies throughout all 50
States. The seven RISS projects are
the following:

O Leviticus-It includes 35 law
enforcement and regulatory agencies.
Leviticus is a specialized regional
enforcement project designed to combat
criminal activity within the coal, oil,
natural gas, and precious metals
industries. Leviticus is located at 7400
Beaufont Springs Drive, Suite 310,
Richmond, Virginia 23225, and can be
contacted at 800-2214424 or 804-323-
3563.

0 Middle Atlantic-Great Lakes
Organized Crime Law Enforcement Net-
work (MAGLOCLEN)-It includes 262 law
enforcement agencies in Indiana,
Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania, New
York, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland,
and Washington, DC. In addition,
several Canadian departments are
active MAGLOCLEN members. The
MAGLOCLEN is located at Mountain
View Office Park, 850 Bear Tavern
Road, 2nd Floor, Suite 206, West
Trenton, New Jersey 08628, and can be
contacted at 800-345-1322 or
609-530-2801.
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Q Mid-States Organized Crime
Information Center (MOCIC)-It includes
690 law enforcement agencies in North
Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska,
Kansas, Minnesota, lowa, Missouri,
Wisconsin, and lllinois. The MOCIC is
located at #4 Corporate Center, #205,
Springfield, Missouri 65804, and can be
contacted at 800-798-0110 or at
417-883-4383.

O New England State Police
Information Network (NESPIN)-It
incorporates 272 law enforcement
agencies in Maine, New Hampshire,
Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut,
and Rhode Island. The NESPIN is
located at 21 Mazzeo Drive, Suite 201,
Randolph, Massachusetts 02368, and
can be contacted at 800-343-5682 or
617-986-6544.

O Regional Organized Crime
Information Center (ROCIC)-It serves
503 law enforcement agencies in Texas,
Oklahoma, Louisiana, Arkansas, Missis-
sippi, Alabama, Tennessee, Kentucky,
West Virginia, Virginia, North Carolina,
South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida.
The ROCIC is located at 545 Marriot
Drive, Suite 850, Nashville, Tennessee
37210, and can be contacted at
800-238-7985.

O Rocky Mountain Information

Network (RMIN)-It has 620 participating
agencies in Arizona, New Mexico,
Colorado, Utah, Nevada, Idaho, Wyo-
ming, and Montana. The RMIN is
located at 3802 N. 53rd Avenue, Suite
301, Phoenix, Arizona 85031, and can
be contacted at 800-821-0640.

0 Western States Information Network
(WSIN)-It provides narcotics

intelligence and related services to its
697 member law enforcement agencies
in California, Oregon, Washington,
Alaska, and Hawaii. The WSIN address
is P.O. Box 903198, Sacramento,
California 94203-1980, and can be
contacted at 800-824-7902 (outside of
California) and 800-952-5258 (in
California).
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“Relevant Conduct” Development in
Federal lllegal Firearms Trafficking
Investigations. Often times defendants
in an illegal firearms trafficking case will
not receive as substantial a sentence as
defendants in other types of cases such
as narcotics or violent crime cases. The
Federal sentencing guidelines do not
call for lengthy sentences in firearms
trafficking cases. One method to
consider using to ensure a defendant is
exposed to the maximum possible
sentence is to document “relevant
conduct” that can boost a defendants
standing in the Federal sentencing
guideline range. “Relevant conduct” is
activity by a defendant that may not
result in an indictable offense but it is
activity that can be used to increase a
defendants guideline range under the
Federal sentencing guidelines.
“Relevant conduct” is admissible in the
Pre-Sentence Investigation (PSI) report
prepared by the U.S. Probation Office
that is presented to the judge for use in
determining sentencing. Relevant
conduct that can increase a defendants
sentence includes drug crime and
violent crime involvement. During
undercover purchases of firearms from
an illegal trafficker the undercover
investigator or informant should advise
the trafficker that the firearms will be
used to protect a drug trade or murder
drug market competitors. If the
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trafficker follows through on the illegal
firearms sale even after learning this
information, the traffickers sentence can
be enhanced because their “relevant
conduct” includes the fact that they
were willfully supplying firearms to a
drug trafficker or violent criminal. In
cases where undercover purchases are
not involved the investigator should
attempt to solicit this information during
post arrest interviews. The investigator
must remember to provide this
information to the assistant U.S.
attorney prosecuting the case and the
U.S. probation officer writing the PSI.

Sentry. This is an online data base
maintained by the Federal Bureau of
Prisons. It contains information on all
Federal prisoners incarcerated since
1980. The information includes
physical description, inmate profile,
inmate location or release location,
numerical identifiers, personal history
data, security designation, past and
present institution assignments, custody
classification, and sentencing
information. To obtain information,
contact the Sacramento Intelligence
Unit at 916-551-1750.

State/Local Firearms Data Bases and
Systems. Some States or local areas
maintain firearms registrations or other
types of data bases (e.g., California
Automated Firearms System) containing
firearms-related information. The
information contained in these systems
may be useful to an illegal firearms
trafficking investigation and special
agents should be familiar with their area
systems and make contact with special
agents in areas of the country that may
be linked to the investigation to
determine what systems exist there that

could be of use. (See Section Xl for a
listing of various State systems.)

State/Local Police Records. Check
State/local police reports for
nonlicensed individuals or addresses
that have reported multiple thefts of
firearms. This may be an indicator of
illegal firearms trafficking and the
violator is using the theft to remove
himself/herself for the chain of
accountability. Check insurance
policies for the violator in these
circumstances as fraudulent insurance
claims may be involved.

Telephone Toll/Subscriber
Information. Telephone companies,
when subpoenaed, can provide listings
of all toll (long distance) telephone calls
made from a specified location. This
may be used to benefit an investigation
in a number of ways, including
identifying the scope of an illegal
firearms trafficking organization and the
members of an illegal firearms
trafficking organization. This is
particularly useful in an interstate
firearms trafficking investigation.

Title Il Electronic Wire Interceptions.
This is the interception and acquisition
of the contents of any wire, electronic,
cellular, or oral communication through
the use of any electronic, mechanical,
or other device where the interceptor is
not a party to the communication being
intercepted. In illegal firearms
trafficking investigations, where all
investigative approaches have been
exhausted and little or no progress in
identifying the scope and members of
an illegal firearms trafficking
organization, the special agent may
want to consider a Title Il electronic

Limited Distribution - For Official Purposes Only



ATF - Guide to Investigating lllegal Firearms Trafficking

Page 43

wire interception. This will allow the
investigator to listen to and record the
conversations of suspects regarding
criminal activity. A court order is

needed to conduct an interception and it

is a crime to commit an interception
without a court order. (ATF personnel
see ATF Order 3530.2, chapters A, B,
and C, for more information.)

Tracking Device (e.qg., Bird Dog). This
includes any number of electronic or
mechanical devices which permit the
tracking of the movement of persons,
transportation conveyances, or
inanimate objects. These devices may
transmit signals to allow movements to
be tracked or they may record data on a
continuous basis for analysis. These
devices are usually attached to the
object to be tracked in a secretive
fashion. This may be used to benefit an
investigation in a number of ways to
include identifying the scope of an
illegal firearms trafficking organization
and tracking the interstate movement of
firearms and their traffickers. These
devices can assist in proving interstate
elements of proof in the case of Federal
violations of law and can assist in
pinpointing dates of firearms purchases
and transfers. A court order is needed
to use these devices. (ATF personnel,
see ATF Order 3530.2, Chapter D, for
more information.)

Trap and Trace. This device will, when
attached to an operational telephone
line, capture the electronic tones or
impulses of incoming calls by identifying
the originating number of a subscriber’s
line or device from which a wire or
electronic communication is transmitted.
This service is obtained through the
telephone company. This may be used

to benefit an investigation in a number
of ways to include identifying the scope
of an illegal firearms trafficking
organization and the members of an
illegal firearms trafficking organization.
Tracking interstate telephone tolls can
assist in proving interstate elements of
proof in the case of Federal violations of
law and can assist in pinpointing dates
of firearms purchases and transfers. A
court order is needed to use these
devices, and it is a crime to use these
devices without a court order. (ATF
personnel see ATF Order 3530.2,
chapter D, for more information.)
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Treasury Enforcement
Communications System(TECS). The
TECS is a Department of the Treasury
system managed by the U.S. Customs
Service. Itis a system of
telecommunications terminals located in
law enforcement facilities of the
Department of the Treasury. These
terminals are connected to a computer
in Newington, Virginia. The TECS
contains lookout information on persons
and property. It also has access to the
NLETS and the NCIC.

Participants include the U.S. Customs
Service; Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms; Drug Enforcement
Administration; Immigration and
Naturalization Service (INS);
Department of State; U.S. Coast Guard;
FBI (NCIC Section); U.S. Marshals
Service; Internal Revenue Service,
Criminal Investigation Division and
Inspection Service; EPIC; INTERPOL
(National Central Bureau); and
Department of Agriculture.

The TECS works on a soundex-type
system. If an inquiry is made regarding
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a certain name, then all similar-
sounding names on record are provided
to the inquirer. Inquiries on TECS may
be made by name alone, even if no
identifying number such as date of birth,
FBI number, or social security number is
available.

When TECS provides a list of similar-
sounding names, the subjects' sex,
race, and date of birth are also
included. The inquirer can then deter-
mine which subject, if any, is the subject
of interest. If a name is selected, TECS
can provide additional information. This
additional information may include, but
is not limited to, special instructions
(such as "armed and dangerous"), full
name, race, sex, height, weight, hair,
eyes, date of birth, place of birth,
fugitive (which agency), remarks
(background information), address,
citizenship, miscellaneous numbers
(such as FBI), where and by whom a
warrant is held, warrant number and
date, date of offense, alias, Treasury
I.D. number, case number, and NCIC
number. Authorized investigators can
use TECS to place lookouts in the
system on suspected illegal firearms
traffickers that will advise the
investigator as to when the suspect
leaves or enters the United States.

Undercover Operations, Fictitious
FFLs, and Storefront Operations.
The opportunity to conduct undercover
operations during an illegal firearms
trafficking investigation is often present.
This may involve the purchase of
firearms from an unlicensed illegal
firearms trafficker, an individual selling
stolen firearms, or a corrupt FFL selling
firearms “off-paper.” Consideration
should be given to establishing

storefront operations to purchase stolen
or unlawfully trafficked firearms from
multiple offenders in a given area. (ATF
special agents see ATF Order 3250.1
for more information on storefront
operations.) Consideration should also
be given to establishing fictitious
business fronts such as a fictitious FFL
or surplus military equipment and
paraphernalia sales. Fictitious FFLs
may be obtained through ATF
Regulatory Enforcement (RE) and
supplies for a fictitious surplus military
equipment business may often times be
obtained by law enforcement agencies
through Defense Reutilization Marketing
Organization (DRMO) outlets in the U.S.
Military. These are excellent front
businesses to use during undercover
operations at a gun show or flea market.

UPS/Fed Ex/U.S. Post
Office/Common Carrier Sources Of
Information. WWhen possible, sources of
information at these places should be
cultivated for use in illegal firearms
trafficking investigations. Checks of
systems can be made to determine
package delivery dates and package
origination points.

Washington Area Law Enforcement
System (WALES). The WALES is one
of the State-level law enforcement
computer systems and is listed here to
illustrate systems available in nearly all
states. The WALES is sponsored by
Washington, DC's Metropolitan Police
Department and is available to State
and Federal investigators, when
coordinated with the Metropolitan Police
Department. WALES operates on a
soundex system. Only the subject's
name is needed for a query. The
WALES gathers information only on
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Washington, DC, residents. The
system also interfaces with NCIC and
NLETS. This system can provide
investigators with various information,
such as: stolen property, wanted
persons, filed complaints (lists violations
by address), gun registrations, court
case disposition and status, driver's
licenses and motor vehicle registrations,
business licenses, traffic accidents,
and Lorton Reformatory inmates
(prisoner location, status, disciplinary
action, and type of custody).

Western Union. Western Union
records can be useful in interstate
firearms trafficking cases to identify
other conspirators and locations
involved in the trafficking organization
or for identifying previously unknown
purchases of firearms. A number of
FFLs provide their customers with
Western Union services in their stores.
Individuals involved with straw
purchasing and interstate firearms
trafficking may wire funds to other
conspirators who are accomplishing the
actual firearms purchasing.

STOLEN FIREARMS
INVESTIGATIONS:

ATF Stolen Firearms Data Base. Use
the Stolen Firearms Data Base as an
investigative tool when investigating
thefts of firearms from FFLs or interstate
carriers. The system can be queried for
all information concerning FFL thefts.
This system can be queried for
descriptions of firearms reported stolen,
lost or missing by an FFL, FFL and
interstate carrier theft trends, similarities
in theft modus operandi, FFL theft
reporting patterns indicative of illegal
diversion and fraudulent theft reporting,

and firearms theft recovery location
information. This system is useful when
investigating illegal firearms traffickers
committing FFL/interstate carrier thefts
or when investigating an FFL for illegal
diversion and fraudulent theft reporting
to coverup that illegal diversion. Copies
of written FFL theft reports, signed by
the FFL, as well as tape recordings of
initial FFL theft reports via telephone to
ATF are maintained. To obtain access
to information or documents maintained
by the Stolen Firearms Data Base,
contact ATF’s National Tracing Center

ATF Munitions Data Base. A system
maintained by ATF, with assistance
from the Department of Defense in
accordance with 10 U.S.C. § 2722,
which contains information concerning
all reports of loss/theft and recoveries of
military munitions. This information can
be very useful when investigating the
trafficking, or recovery of military
munitions. Contact ATF’s Intelligence
Operations Branch for more information.

Interstate Carrier Records. A special
agent investigating an interstate carrier
theft should contact the carrier’s
security office to determine the various
records and tracking systems in place
that could yield important leads for the
investigation.

ITAR INVESTIGATIONS: I

ATF Firearms and Explosives Imports
System. A system maintained by ATF
that contains information on

applications to import firearms and
information on firearms imported. This
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information includes the names and
addresses of businesses importing and
exporting, permit numbers, descriptions
and numbers of articles imported/
exported, country of manufacture, Arms
Export Control Act registration
information, and copies of applications,
and reports (ATF Form 6 and 6A). This
information can be very useful when
investigating unlawful importations or
ITAR violations. Contact ATF’s
Firearms and Explosives Regulatory
Division for more information.

Canadian Interface. The Canadian
Interface is a semiautomated link
between law enforcement information
networks of the United States and
Canada. It allows the 50 States,
Federal agencies that are members of
the National Law Enforcement
Telecommunications System (NLEM),
and their Canadian counterparts to
exchange police information through
NLETS, using the INTERPOL National
Central Bureaus in Washington and
Ottawa as the necessary interface. See
"National Law Enforcement
Telecommunications System" in this
chapter for information available from
the Canadian Interface.

Central Index System (CIS). The CIS
is an INS system on the location of
"A-files." The system contains
information on legal immigrants,
naturalized citizens, and aliens who
have been formally deported or
excluded. It also contains information
on some aliens who have come to the
attention of INS because of an
investigation or an application for
benefits, but files are not created on all
such aliens. Available information
usually includes name, date of birth,

nationality, and INS files control office,
as well as date of entry and immigration
status. The immigration status should
not be considered definitive unless
confirmed by an INS officer. Contact
your local INS office or EPIC at
915-564-2300. EPIC can provide
directions to the appropriate State
coordinator. Requests may be made by
either A-file number or name and date
of birth. Investigators can also request
INS to place lookouts in the system on
suspected illegal firearms traffickers
that will advise the investigator as to
when the suspect leaves/enters the
United States.

Consular Lookout And Support
System (CLASS). The CLASS is the
successor to the Department of State's
Automated Visa Lookout System. The
CLASS provides information on foreign
nationals who may apply for visas to the
United States.

El Paso Intelligence Center (EPIC).
EPIC's primary mission is to provide a
complete and accurate intelligence
picture of worldwide drug movement to
Federal law enforcement entities, with
an emphasis on the movement of drugs,
weapons, and illegal aliens into the
United States. It analyzes raw data and
provides tactical and operational
intelligence to agencies involved in the
antidrug effort. The EPIC also provides
strategic assessments of drug
movement and concealment techniques.
In addition, EPIC is mandated to
support State and local law enforcement
entities with drug intelligence and all 50
States, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin
Islands have signed agreements with it.
The EPIC member agencies include the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and
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Firearms, U.S. Coast Guard, U.S.
Customs Service (USCS); Department
of Defense(DOD)), Drug Enforcement
Administration(DEA), Federal Aviation
Administration; FBI, INS, Internal
Revenue Service(IRS), U.S. Marshals
Service(USMS), U.S. Secret Service
(USSS), and Department of State,
Bureau of Diplomatic Service. Member
agencies have direct access to all EPIC
information, with appropriate safeguards
to provide for the protection and/or
secure communication of highly
sensitive or classified information.

State and local law enforcement entities
have access to EPIC data through a
designated group within the respective
organization or through a member
agency. In support of its mission, EPIC
performs three basic functions that are
dependent on effective reporting from
all law enforcement, DOD, and
intelligence field elements. The
functions include the following;

81 collect worldwide drug-
smuggling-related information, including
human source intelligence and technical
and seizure-activity information;

O coordinate the real-time
dissemination of data base information
to support field enforcement elements,
24 hours a day; and

Q analyze and combine reported
information on drug movement and
organizations for dissemination to
appropriate enforcement entities.
Investigators can request EPIC to place
lookouts in various systems on
suspected illegal firearms traffickers
that will advise the investigator as to
when the suspect leaves/enters the U.S.

Interagency Border Inspection
System (IBIS). The IBIS was initiated
in 1989 to improve border enforcement
and facilitate inspection of individuals
applying for admission to the United
States at ports of entry and
preinspection facilities. The INS;
USCS; Department of State, Bureau of
Consular Affairs; and Department of
Agriculture have formed a joint working
group to design, implement, and support
IBIS. The systems of these agencies
will provide integrated computer
capability for verifying document
authenticity; automating lookout checks
by inspectors; and enhancing border
security against threats of terrorism,
narcotics trafficking, and other law
enforcement violations.
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International Criminal Police
Organization Case Tracking System
(ICTS). The U.S. National Central
Bureau (USNCB), International Criminal
Police Organization (INTERPOL) Case
Tracking System (ICTS), located at the
USNCB in Washington, DC, contains
information about persons, property,
and organizations involved in
international criminal activity. The
USNCB can determine the existence of
an international connection to an
investigation or the existence of any
previous international criminal activity.
The USNCB operates continuously to
provide international support for U.S.
law enforcement. At USNCB, 16
Federal and State law enforcement
agencies are represented, and all 50
States have established INTERPOL
liaison offices. For information about
the liaison offices, contact the USNCB
at 202-272-8383 or 202-272-8383.
Agencies represented at the USNCB
include the following: the Bureau of
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Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms;
Criminal Division of the U.S.
Department of Justice; Department of
Agriculture, Office of the Inspector
General; Diplomatic Security Service of
the U.S. Department of State; DEA; FBI:
Federal Law Enforcement Training
Center; lllinois State Police; INS; IRS;
Naval Investigative Service; Office of
the Comptroller of the Currency; USCS;
USMS; U.S. Postal Inspection Service;
and USSS.

Joint Maritime Information Element
(JMIE). The JMIE is a consortium of 15
U.S. government agencies from the law
enforcement and intelligence
communities that have partnered to
develop a consolidated maritime data
base. Consortium members are the
Naval Intelligence Command, Military
Sealift Command, DEA and its El Paso
Intelligence Center, Department of
State, Executive Office of the
President's Office of National Drug
Policy, USCS, Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA), U.S. Coast Guard,
Maritime Administration, Department of
Energy, Defense Intelligence Agency,
Immigration and Naturalization Service,
INTERPOL, Bureau of Census, and
National Security Agency. The system
provides information on maritime-
related law enforcement and national
foreign intelligence data to meet
members' international missions, such
as narcotics interdiction, smuggling, sea
and defense zone surveillance, border
control, petroleum traffic monitoring,
and emergency sealift management.

There are 14 operational sites allowing
access to data sources that provide at-
sea and in-port location information and
characteristics on commercial and

private vessels and vessel registration
files for Florida, California, Delaware,
Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands.

Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs
Information System (NADDIS).
Inquiries should be limited to narcotics-
related cases or files and/or smugglers
of funds, other contraband, and aliens.
The NADDIS is accessible through DEA
or EPIC.

National Alien Information Lookout
System (NAILS). The NAILS is an INS
system. The system is an index of
names of individuals who may be
excludable from the United States. All
names in NAILS are passed to the
Treasury Enforcement Communications
System (TECS). Therefore, a search of
NAILS is not necessary if TECS has
been searched.

Non-Immigrant Information Systems
(NIIS). The NIIS is an INS system.
The NIIS contains information on the
arrivals and departures of noninimi-
grants, or aliens coming to the United
States for a temporary stay. Canadians
and Mexicans who visit for pleasure are
not entered into the system. The NIIS
also contains entry and departure data
on students except classes Fl and MI.
Information can be retrieved by
nationality, port of entry, admission
class, and date of entry.

Operational Activities Special
Information System (OASIS). The
OASIS is an INS system of information
about the activities and associations of
individuals known, or suspected, to be
involved with the smuggling of aliens
into the United States, as well as
immigration fraud and criminal alien
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information. The system contains
information on alien smugglers and
smuggling incidents, as well as
addresses, phone numbers, and
vehicles involved in alien smuggling
cases. Contact your local INS office or
the EPIC at 915-564-2300. EPIC can
provide directions to the appropriate
state coordinator.

ON-LINE SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES
AND THE WORLD WIDE WEB

Lexis/Nexis. This is a news
subscription service that interfaces with
newspapers, magazines, newsletters,
and wire services in most major cities in
the United States and internationally.
Articles are current (on-line) within 24 to
48 hours of their publication. Articles
are available for retrieval back through
the 1970s. The system can be queried-
ed by a specific name or organization.
Nexis also offers a people locator-
service. A person's name, address, or
social security number can be queried
to locate the individual's residence and
the type of dwelling.

Dun and Bradstreet. This subscription
service provides current financial
information on businesses and
organizations. The basic financial
report contains the company name,
address, phone number, history, chief
executive/officers/directors and their
antecedents, finance information,
banking, corporate information, location,
type of facility, and number of
employees. The information may vary
from record to record and all information
should be verified. When requesting
information from this system, the
investigator only needs to provide the
company name and the city and State

where it is isolated or the phone number
of the business.

Auto Track Plus. Auto Track Plus is an
online subscription service which
provides access to National Dossier and
telephone number reports that can be
searched by name, address, telephone
number, or social security number. If
available, the response will provide a
social security number, all known
subjects using that particular social
security number, known addresses,
telephone numbers, year and month of
birth, other individuals using the same
address, and neighbors information.
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This service also has national business
reports available on over 10 million
companies, to include information from
Dun & Bradstreet and TRW. A search
can be done using business name,
telephone number, executive name, zip
code and address, or city and business
name. Searches in the system can also
be done on pilots, aircraft, and vessels
registered with the Federal Aviation
Administration; social security number;
death master file; and trademarks.
Reports from Florida, Texas, and
Oregon includes drivers licenses, all
vehicles listed for the same address,
boats, and corporations. In addition,
comprehensive reports from the State of
Florida include worker compensation
claims, accident reports, Uniform
Commercial Code filings, fictitious
names, marriage license information,
salt water products, professional
regulations, real estate, and concealed
weapons permits. Additional
information available from the Texas
reports include alcohol beverage
licenses, hunting and fishing licenses,
search by date of birth only, and voter
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registration. Oregon also includes
searches of liquor licenses. States
available for citizen profile information
include Ohio, Oregon, New York,
Washington, and New Hampshire. This
service can be searched in a variety of
ways, using limited or minimal
information. New available information
and search capabilities are added
continually.

CDB Infotek. This online subscription
service (formerly Prentice Hall) permits
access to over 80 million Uniform
Commercial Code filings (UCC), or UCC
filings in over 1,000 jurisdictions
nationwide. UCC filings are a way for
lenders and lessors to more uniformly
secure their liens against collateral that
was not classified as real property or
automotive. The collateral that can be
secured with a UCC filing can be
anything from a huge piece of earth-
moving equipment to a piece of tangible
property.

CDB Infotek can locate a subject by
name, address, social security number,
or a telephone number. CDB Infotek is
able to obtain these filings,
computerizing them and placing them
into their national data base. These
files contain information from corporate
records, bankruptcy data, judgments,
and tax and lien information. All of
these files are considered public
information and can be obtained by any
individual who take time to do so. CDB
Infotek's unique service is in their ability
to obtain large amounts of these filings
and centralize them into one data

base that can be queried by
subscribers.

Types of information available from
CDB Infotek include: subject's
address(es) (past and present),
subject's alias (es), subject's social
security number; subject's tax liens,
Subject's partnership involvement/
activity, subject's default notices,
subject's corporate relationships,
subject's trust activities, subject's
business and personnel relationships,
subject's doing business AKAs,
subject's banking relationships,
subject's civil and small claim judgments
(evictions).

Information America. This online
subscription service is the largest
nationwide document retrieval service
and asset locator service in the United
States. The online service provides
asset and background information on
business, related property, county and
court records, and bankruptcy records.
It also provides information to help
locate individuals and their assets.'

METRONET System. This is an on-line
system implemented by Metromail Cor-
poration, Lombard, lllinois.
METRONET provides on-line access to
National Consumer and Change of
Address data bases for: address
verification, telephone number lookup,
neighbors lookup, and change of
address. METRONET can prove
extremely useful to law enforcement in
identifying codefendants, locating and
identifying defendants, and conducting
background check information on a
residence and the surrounding
residences prior to the execution of
warrants.
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World Wide Web (www) Information

Sites. Any individual or agency can
access the Internet or www with a 486
computer system with a modem
(supporting 14.4kbps or faster) and
Network Browser (e.g., Netscape
Navigator or Microsoft Internet Explorer)
if they have access to an Internet
Service Provider (e.g., America Online,
Prodigy, CompuServe). Internet users
should understand that the Internet’s
greatest strength, access to information,
can also be its greatest weakness as
the volume of information can be
overwhelming. To locate desired
information, users can use search
engines designed to perform keyword
searches or encyclopedia/directory
searches. Search engines sort
information for the user. Popular search
engines located on the www include
Alta Vista, Webcrawler, Yahoo,
Infoseek, and Lycos.

Every possible type of information
concerning individuals and businesses
can be found somewhere on the www.
A number of sites that may be of use to
investigators are as follows:

O www.atf.treas.gov - This is the ATF
web site which contains information on
firearms manufacturing, licensing, and
frequently asked questions.

Q www.factfind.com/linkpage.htm -
This site, known as the Investigations
Resource International Web, is
particularly useful for conducting
background checks and contains
business information, links to crime data
bases, Dunn and Bradstreet, and
personal locators.

QO www.yahoo.com - This site contains
personal identifier information to include
names, addresses, telephone numbers
(including unlisted numbers),

nationwide criss-cross directory,
magazine subscription data, public
document and tax information, etc.

Q www.switchboard.com - This site
contains personal identifier information
to include names, addresses, telephone
numbers (including unlisted numbers),
nationwide criss-cross directory,
magazine subscription data, public
document and tax information, etc.
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O www.whowhere.com - This site
contains personal identifier information
to include names, addresses, telephone
numbers (including unlisted numbers),
nationwide criss-cross directory,
magazine subscription data, public
document and tax information, etc.

QO www.four11.com - This site
contains personal identifier information
to include names, addresses, telephone
numbers (including unlisted numbers),
nationwide criss-cross directory,
magazine subscription data, public
document and tax information, etc.

Q http://www.stokesworld.com/
peoplefinder - This site, known as
People Finder, may be usefull to locate
individuals.

Q http://www.infophil.com/world/
alumni - This site, known as World
Alumni Net, may be usefull to locate
individuals.
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Q http://www.bigfoot.com - This site,
known as Bigfoot's Global E-Mail
Directory, may be usefull to locate
individuals.

0O www.xensei.com - This site is a
complete directory of law enforcement
agencies (Federal , State, local, and
campus police) from around the world,
listed by geographic location.
Departmental histories and recruiting
information can be found on this site.

Q www.officer.com - This site
contains information relating to law
enforcement issues, criminal justice
assets, law enforcement mailing lists,
law enforcement related products,
employment directories, law
enforcement memorial updates, training
opportunities, and intelligence
information on terrorist/radical/hate
groups.

O www.aaa.com.au/missing.html -
This site is a directory of missing and
exploited persons, with data supplied by
the National Center for Missing and
Exploited Children. The files include
photographs and personal identifying
information for the missing persons.

QO www.mapblast.com. - This site,
known as MapBlaster, is a map
generating site. Enter a specific
address or general location, and the site
will create a map of the requested area.
The map can be forwarded through E-
Mail also.

Q http://www.nra.org/ - This is the
National Rifle Association (NRA)
website which contains a data base of
all State firearms laws, gun safety
issues, firearms facts and figures, and

status of any pending firearms-related
Federal legislation.

Q http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/
NACJD/home.html - National Archive
of Criminal Justice Data website.

Q http://www.cdc.gov/ - National
Center for Health Statistics website.

NOTE: Many of the subscriber services
and world wide web sites are accessible
through the ATF Tactical Intelligence
Branch.

[ OTHER REFERENCES FOR
SOURCES OF INFORMATION:

In this section, investigators will find a
comprehensive listing of the various
sources of information available through
the county, State, and Federal
government. These sources can
provide a wealth of data and information
that can prove extremely useful to an
illegal firearms trafficking investigation
in any number of ways.

In addition to the sources of information
to follow in this section, an investigator
may also find it useful to obtain copies
of the below-listed information source
guides and reference manuals. All ATF
publications may be obtained from the
ATF Publication Distribution Center, at
703-455-7801, unless otherwise noted.

Federal Firearms Regulations
Reference Guide, prepared by, and
available through, the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms,
Publication Number ATF P 5300.4. (A
listing of all the Federal firearms laws
and regulations.)
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Firearms State Laws and Published
Ordinances, prepared by, and available
through, the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco and Firearms, Publication
Number ATF P 5300.5. (A listing of
many of the State and local firearms
laws, ordinances and regulations
existing throughout all 50 States.)

Gun Laws of America - Every Federal
Gun Law on the Books, With Plain
English Summaries, produced by Alan
Korwin and Attorney Michael P.
Anthony. (This book is available in book
stores as are books by the same
authors on gun laws for each State.)

I.D. Checking Guide, produced by
Driver’s License Guide Company, 1492
Oddstad Drive, Redwood City,
California, 94063. (A listing and picture
of all valid driver’s licenses from every
State as well as various types of
government ID to include military.)

Department of the Treasury Forensic
Handbook, contains basic steps and
procedures for processing crime scenes
such as FFL burglaries and evidence
such as shell casings/projectiles and
gun shot residue. Produced by the U.S.
Treasury Department and available
through the U.S. Government Printing
Office.

Investigators’ Guide to Sources of
Information, prepared by the U.S.

Government Accounting Office, Office of
Special Investigations, and available
through the U.S. Government Printing
Office.

Monitoring the lllegal Firearms
Market, prepared by S.H. Decker and

S. Pennell and available through the
National Criminal Justice Reference
Service, document # NCJ 153850.

Reducing Gun Violence: Community
Policing Against Gun Crime, prepared
by L.W. Sherman and available through
the National Criminal Justice Reference
Service, document # NCJ 153730.

Chart of the Organizations of the
Federal Executive Departments and
Agencies, prepared by the U.S. Senate
Committee on Governmental Affairs.

The United States Government
Manual, prepared by the Office of the
Federal Register, National Archives and
Records Administration.

Intelligence Operations Field Support
Services, prepared by, and available
through, the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco and Firearms, Intelligence
Operations Branch. The ATF
Intelligence Operations Branch can
conduct a wide variety of intelligence/
data base searches. To obtain the
services of the ATF Intelligence
Operations Branch, complete the
Search Request Form appearing at the
end of this section.

SOURCES OF INFORMATION THE
COUNTY LEVEL.:

County Recorder.

Official records - Deeds, grants,
transfers, and mortgages of real estate.
Releases of mortgages, powers of
attorney, and leases which have been
acknowledged or approved. In other
words, all papers pertaining to real
estate transactions, mortgages or
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personal property, certificates of
marriage and marriage contracts, wills
admitted to probate, official bonds,
notices of mechanics’ liens, transcripts
of judgment which are made liens on
real estate, notices of attachment on
real estate, notices of the pendency of
actions affecting real estate, the title
thereto or possession thereof,
instruments described or relating to the
separate property of married women,
notices of pre-emption claims, births
and deaths, papers in connection with
bankruptcy, certified copies of decrees
and judgments of courts or record, such
other writings as are required or
permitted by law to be recorded (e.g.,
Army and Navy discharges).

General index to official records and the
official records - The location of original
or reproductions of original instruments.

County recorder's records -

0O Marriage licenses/certificates:
names of bride and groom (maiden
name of bride.), ages, cities of
residence, place of birth, date of
license, date and place of marriage,
names of two witnesses and their cities
of residence.

O Board of Health, Bureau of Vital
Statistics Statement. names, ages,
addresses, occupations and race of
bride and groom; number of marriages
for each; names and place of birth of
parents (maiden names of mothers).

Q Birth Certificates: names of child,
sex, date of birth; nature of birth; place
of birth (address, or if in a hospital or
institution, its name), ,arents (names,
ages, addresses, races, places of birth,

and occupations, dates last employed,
and total time in occupations), maiden
names of mothers, Condition of child (If
stillborn, cause and period of gestation
and also congenital crippling
deformities.), number of children to
parents, including subject child, and
physician.

QO Death Certificate: name,

address, sex, age, race, birthplace and
birth date of decedent; place, date and
time of death; how long deceased had
been in community/State/United
States/hospital (if death occurred in
one); Military experience; social security
number; marital status as well as name
and age of spouse; occupation of
deceased; parents’ names and places
of birth and mother's maiden name;
dead informant's name and address;
medical certificate (if under a doctor's
care at time of death) to include doctor's
name, how long treated, last time seen
alive, cause of death; Coroner's
certificate to include autopsy, inquest,
or investigation, cause of death (if an
external cause, indicates if accident,
suicide, or homicide); date death
occurred and where death occurred
(type of place, whether or not at work,
and means of injury); and mode of
disposal of body.

County Clerk.
Naturalization records -

O Index to declarations of intention and
petitions for naturalize the superior
court of the county to include: Name of
applicant, volume, and page where
his/her declaration and petition is
recorded (some counties have an
alphabetical card index, others have a
book index).
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O Naturalization record book to
include: certificate of arrival. (Name,
port of entry, date of entry, and manner
of arrival).

QA Civil Index: Index of all civil

actions listed alphabetically by plaintiff
and defendant by date. Each action
has a number refering to the file folder
containing the papers in the action.

Q Civil files: Contain papers in
actions concerning liens, damages,
changes of name, divorces, insanity,
intemperance, etc.

O Probate index: Actions listed
alphabetically by the name of the estate
or petitioner, giving the date of filing and
the number of the action which leads to
the file folder containing the papers in
action.

Q Criminal Index. Criminal actions in
superior court listed alphabetically by
defendant, giving the date and number
of the action which leads to the file
folder; Criminal court containing
complaint (description of the crime and
the counts and complainant's signature-
exemplar); Transcript of preliminary
(Testimony of complainant, defendant,
witnesses, officers and defense/
prosecuting attorney); Probation
officer's report (complete background
investigation of defendant); All
subpoenas issued in the case.

County Auditor.

List of all county employees, their
occupations, and rates of pay as well as
records of all fiscal business of the
county.

County Assessor.

Plats/maps of real property in the
county (dimensions, address, owner,
and taxable value).

County Tax Collection.

Names and addresses of property
owners - Name and address of
taxpayers if the taxes are paid by
someone other than the owner, Legal
descriptions of property, amount of
taxes paid of real and personal
property, and whether or not the taxes
are delinquent.

SECTION

County Surveyor.

Maps of the county to include elevation,
base lines, landmarks, important sites,
all county roads, rights of way, and
easements.

Registrar of Voters.

Affidavit of registration, nomination
papers of candidates for county office,
and rosters of voters. (Contains
signatures and addresses at the polls
on election day.)

Coroner or Medical Examiner.
Coroner's register containing name or
description of the deceased, date of
inquest (if any), property found on
deceased and its disposition, cause of
death, and copies of any notes
regarding disposition of the body.

County Welfare Commission.
Information in the files of the Welfare
Commission is gathered by social
workers, psychologists, and doctors.
When a person applies for welfare, the
case is assigned to an investigator who
is college-trained in sccial work. The
applicant and his/her immediate and
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remote family are contacted frequently
as long as he/she is on relief. The files
are complete and contain a wealth of
material about the person on relief,
where and when he/she has worked,
how much he/she has earned, property
he/she or his her relatives might have,
the family's attitudes, the state of their
health, criminal records, etc. In fact,
cases that have been active over a long
period will have practically all of the
information available to obtain about a
person and his/her family.

County Census Office.

Information such as name, address,
place of employment, name of spouse,
children, names of two or three
relatives, names of doctor and dentist if
given during survey, and other
miscellaneous personal information is
maintained by this office.

SOURCES OF INFORMATION AT
THE STATE LEVEL.:

Every licensing and regulatory activity is
a potential source of information. Since
these are two of the key functions of
State government, there is a wealth of
information in various State offices.
Organizational directories can be ob-
tained which will provide a brief
description of all State offices and their
objectives. Relevant information usually
exists in open files in the following types
of departments.

Secretary of State
Controller/Treasurer

Department of Agriculture
Department of Industrial Relations
Department of Natural Resources
Fire Marshal's Office

Department of Police/Public Safety

Horse Racing Board/Gambling
Commission

Bureau of Professional and Vocational
Standards/Department of Licensing
Department of Motor Vehicles

State Board of Equalization

Insurance Commissioner's Office

[[SOURCES OF INFORMATION AT
THE FEDERAL LEVEL:

The Federal Government has numerous
departments, bureaus, and offices that
maintain infermation relating to persons,
corporations, and other organizations.
The investigator should use this section
to determine which Government agency
may have information that could benefit
or further an investigation.

Department of Agriculture.

14th St. & Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20250

202-720-3631

The investigative activities of the
Department of Agriculture are contained
in the Office of the Inspector General
(OIG). The investigative area of the
Secretary of Agriculture is the Office of
Investigations. Any information needed
by investigators concerning the
Department of Agriculture may be
obtained from this office.

O U.S. Forest Service -Records

are maintained at the local level on
forest, mining, and pasture leases, with
names and addresses. These records
are also kept at the district and national
levels. Other information needed may
be obtained from the forest service
investigators.

O Food Stamps and Nutrition
Services Agency - Computer records
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are kept at the national level by number
and can be traced to the State and local
office to which food stamps are issued.
Records are kept at the local level
giving name, address, and personal
history of persons to whom stamps are
issued.

Q Consumer and Marketing

Service - Information concerning meat
inspections, food stamps, packers and
stock yards, poultry oversight, and diary
oversight.

O Commodity Exchange Authority
Investigates cheating and frauds as well
as protecting trade funds.

Q Agricultural Stabilization and
Conservation Service

Q Federal Crop Insurance
Corporation

QO Federal Extension Service
County Level in All States

Department of Commerce.
14th Street Between Constitution

Avenue and E Street, NW.
Washington, DC 20230
202-482-2000

Q Information on individuals in the
bureaus and office of the U.S.
Department of Commerce (USDC) can
be obtained by contacting Investigations
and Security, Department of Commerce,
Washington, DC.

O Bureau of Public Roads, USDC,
maintains an office of Audit and
Investigations. This office concerned
with highway programs which Federal

assistance is given. The office of Audit
and Investigations is located
Washington, DC.

O National Marine Fisheries

Service maintains at local and national
levels, names, addresses and
registration of ship fishing in local
waters.
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Q Commercial Intelligence Division
Office, Washington, DC. (Prepares
trade lists, trade contract surveys, the
agency index, and world trade directory
reports.)

Q Patent Office - 2121 Crystal Drive,
Suite 100, Arlington, Virginia 22202,
telephone number 703-305-8341.
Maintains roster of attorneys and agents
registered to practice before U.S. Patent
Office.

O Trade Mission Division
(Information on members of Trade
Missions.)

Department of Defense.

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301

A request for evidence of such
discharge or conviction should set forth
all available information regarding the
subject under investigation; e.g., the full
name, date and place birth, dates of
service, branch of service, serial
number and social security number of
the former U.S. Armed Forces member.
It is essential for record search
purposes that each request contains the
branch of service, serial number and
social security number of the subject
under investigation. The locations of
the files of the U.S. Armed Forces are a
follows:
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Army:

Q Files on U.S. Army

officers separated before July 1, 1917,
and U.S. Army enlisted personnel sepa-
rated before November 1, 1912, are
located at the National Archives
Building, Washington, DC 20408.

Q Files on all personnel

separated on or after January 1, 1960,
all retired personnel (except general
officers), and all reserve members
(including retired reservists) are avail-
able at U.S. Army Reserve Components
Personnel and Administration Center,
9700 Page Boulevard, St. Louis,
Missouri, 63132.

Q All files on officers on active

duty (including retired general officers)
are located in the U.S. Army Military
Personnel Center, Alexandria, Virginia,
22332.

Qa Files on enlisted personnel

on active duty are at the U.S. Army
Enlisted Records Center, Fort Benjamin
Harrison, Indiana, 46249

Q All other files are located at

the U.S. Army Reserve Components
Personnel and Administration Center,
9700 Page Boulevard, St. Louis,
Missouri, 63132.

Navy:

0 Because of an interpretation of the
Privacy Act of 1974, the Navy has
restricted the release of documents
relating to court martials, dishonorable
discharges, and other records.

Marine Corps:

Q Files on officer personnel

currently in the Marine Corps or Marine
Corps Reserve; enlisted personnel on
active duty or in the organized reserve;
class 11 (active reserves); and officers
and enlisted personnel completely
separated 4 months or less are
available from the Commandant of the
Marine Corps, Code MSRB-22,
Headquarters, U.S. Marine Corps,
Washington, DC, 20380.

A All other files are located at the
National Personnel Records Center
(Military Personnel Records), 9700
Page Boulevard, St. Louis, Missouiri,
63132.

Air Force:

O Files on all reserve members not
on extended active duty and all retired
reservists in a nonpay status are
located at the Air Reserve Personnel
Center, 3800 York Street, Denver,
Colorado, 80205.

Q All other files on active duty
personnel are at the U.S. Air Force,
Military Personnel Center, Military Per-
sonnel Records Division, Randolph Air
Force Base, Texas, 78148.

Q All other Air Force military
personnel records are at the National
Personnel Records Center (Military
Personnel Records), 9700 Page
Boulevard, St. Louis, Missouri, 63132.

Coast Guard:

Q Files on enlisted personnel
separated less than 6 months, officer
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personnel separated less than 3
months, all active Coast Guard
personnel (including active reserves),
and members of the reserve off ice
personnel completely separated before
January 1, 1929, can be obtained from
the Commandant, U.S. Coast Guard,
Washington, DC, 20593.

Q All other Coast Guard Military
personnel records are located at the
National Personnel Records Center,
9700 Page Boulevard, St. Louis, Mis-
souri, 63132.

Department of the Air Force.

U.S. Air Force

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20330

Air Force investigation files are
maintained by the individual office of
special investigations (OSl), district of
origin, with the exception of unfavorable
national agency checks and unfavorable
background investigations.

O Airmens Record Annex -

Randolph Air Force Base, Texas.
(Records for retired enlisted personnel
with 30 years’ service and officers on
active duty and retired.)

Q Air Force Finance Center

3800 York Street Denver, Colorado,
80250. (Data concerning the pay,
dependents, allotment accounts,
deposits, withholding statements (Form
W-2), and any other financial
information relative to military personnel
are available at the above office.)

Department of the Army.
U.S. Army

The Pentagon
Washington, DC 20310

a uU.S. Army

Counterintelligence Record Facility is
the Department of the Army record
center for all files created by or for the
Department of the Army pertaining to
investigations. Also check U.S. Army
Criminal Investigation Division.
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Q U.S. Army Finance Center

Center, Indianapolis, Indiana 46249
(NOTE: Requests should include
complete name, social security number,
and serial number.)

Department of the Navy.
U. S. Navy

The Pentagon
Washington, DC 20350

O The Office of Naval Intelligence
conducts investigations relating to naval
personnel and civilians employed by the
Navy.

O Navy Departments, Arlington

Annex, Washington, DC (Records for
active duty personnel, reservists, retired
enlisted men, and retired admirals.)

Q Director, Bureau of Supplies and
Accounts, Department of the Navy, 13th
& Euclid Streets, Cleveland, Ohio
44115.

U.S. Marine Corps.

Commandants of the Marine Corps
Navy Departments

Washington, DC 20380
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Records of personnel on active duty,
reservists and officers on active duty.

Department of Defense General
Information.

O Requests for information from the
sources above should be forwarded
through normal channels to the
respective finance center. ltis
important that the subject be adequately
identified, preferable by name, address,
and military serial number. However, if
the serial number is unknown or cannot
be furnished, the date may be secured if
the inquiry includes the serviceman's
full name, date of birth, and places of
induction and/or discharge from the
service.

O Addresses of Military Personnel:
Form 2223, Request for Address of
Military Personnel, should be used to
obtain from the records of the military
services the current or last known
address of a subject who is a member
of, or who has been recently separated
or discharged from, the armed forces.
All Forms 2223 should be carefully
prepared. The full name of the subject
should be entered accurately, together
with his/her preservice address and
serial number if known. If available, the
last known military address of the
subject and the latest date such address
was known to be current, should be
furnished. The correct mailing
addresses for the military service
branches are printed on the face of
Form 2223, and the address
corresponding to the member's branch
of service must be entered in the space
provided therefore. Each form 2223
should be examined prior to mailing, to
make certain that the return address of
the requester has been inserted.

Otherwise, even though a current
address may be available, the military
service branch will be unable to return
the completed Form 2223.

QO Many of the Forms 2223 will

have to be forwarded by military service
branch concerned to various record
centers throughout the United States.
Therefore, no followup inquiry should be
made within 90 days from the date of
the original request. If, after 90 days, it
is found that a followup inquiry is
necessary, a second Form 2223 should
be prepared and mailed to the proper
military service branch. However, on
the second request, no reference
should be made to the original Form
2223.

O Data concerning the personal

and medical history of former Army
personnel (discharged subsequent to
1912) and former Navy and Marine
Corps personnel are located at Military
Personnel Records Center, GSA, 9700
Page Boulevard, St. Louis, Missouri
63132. (Requests should include:
Complete name, service serial number,
date and place of birth, dates of service,
military organizations, and the name of
the individual's next of kin.)

O Records of contracts and all

original vouchers covering payments
made to persons and firms dealing with
the U.S. Air Force are retained at the
U.S. Air Force Accounts and Finance
Center, AFO-Accounts and Mail Branch,
3800 York Street, Denver, Colorado
80205.
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Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS).

200 Independence Avenue, SW.
Washington, DC 20201
202-690-7000

HHS maintains a security office in
Washington, DC.

O Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) - The FDA investigators in the
field districts conduct inspections of
drug firms covered under various laws.
In the event a law is violated, the FDA
sends a report to its headquarters in
Washington, and a copy is kept in the
district file.

O The Social Security Administration -
The release of social security-related
information to any person other than an
officer or employee of the Internal
Revenue Service engaged in the
administration and enforcement of Titles
VIl and IX of the Social Security Act,
the Federal Insurance Contributions
Act, the Federal Unemployment Act, or
the Income Tax Laws is expressly
forbidden. The Social Security
Administration is located at 6401
Security Boulevard, Baltimore, Maryland
21235, telephone number
410-965-8882. Records are available
from this office only in certain instances
(e.g., Parent Locator Service.) ltis
interesting to note, however, that the
first three numbers of all currently
issued SS cards indicate the State
where application was made. A
comprehensive listing of all social
security numbers and their assigned
States of origin is provided at the end of
this section.

Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD).

451 7th Street, SW.

Washington, DC 20410
202-708-0980

Q The Compliance Division is the
investigative unit for all elements of the
department. HUD enforces Federal law
in the Nation’s Federal housing facilities
and maintains information regarding the
residents of such facilities.

Department of the Interior.
1849 C Street, NW.
Washington, DC 20240
202-208-3171

Q Fish and Wildlife Service -
Maintains records at the national level -
on violations worked by their agents.

O Bureau of Indian Affairs -

Maintains on a local level census
records which include name, degree of
Indian blood, tribe, family background,
and current address.

O National Park Service -

maintains records on both local and
national levels, which include mining,
pasture, and concessioner permits.
Contains name, address, and some
background information.

Department of Justice.

Constitution Avenue and 10 St., NW.
Washington, DC 20530
202-514-2000

O Antitrust Division - Federal
sources of information relating to
antitrust matters:
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Q Civil Rights Division -

Responsible for enforcing Federal civil
rights laws which prohibit discrimination
on the basis of race, color, religion, or
national origin in the areas of education,
employment, and housing, and the use
of public facilities and public
accommodations, and in the
administration of Federally assisted
programs.

Q Criminal Division - Responsible

for enforcement of all Federal criminal
laws, except those specially assigned to
the antitrust, civil rights, or tax divisions.
Supervises and directs U.S. attorneys in
litigations involving bank robberies;
kidnaping; extortion; loansharking;
illegal gambling; labor racketeering;
aircraft hijacking; fraud against the
Government; mail fraud; bankruptcy
fraud; election fraud; bribery of public
officials; perjury; corruption of justice;
conflict of interests; theft and larceny of
public property; counterfeiting; forgery;
interstate transportation of motor
vehicles; securities and other property;
illegal trafficking in narcotics and
dangerous drugs; distribution of
obscene materials;illegal transportation
of firearms and explosives; and crimes
on the high seas and Government
reservations. Supervises international
extradition proceedings in civil as well
as criminal litigation arising under
immigration and nationality laws.
Handles offers in compromise in
pending criminal cases under the
Federal internal revenue laws relating to
liquor, narcotics, and marijuana.

Special responsibilities for coordinating
enforcement activities against organized
crime. Maintains strike forces located in
metropolitan areas. Information on
organized crime figures.

Q Drug Enforcement Administration
(DEA)

700 Army Navy Drive

Arlington, VA 22202

202-307-8000

Enforces the laws and statutes relating
to narcotics, marijuana, depressants,
stimulants, and hallucinogenic drugs.
Regulates legal trade of narcotics and
dangerous drugs. Record of licensed
handlers of narcotics. Criminal records
of users, pushers, and suppliers of
narcotics maintained in the NADDIS.

Q Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)
Oth Street and Pennsylvania Ave., NW.
Washington, DC 20535
202-324-3000

Criminal records and fingerprints.
National Stolen Property Index (Stolen
Government property including military
property), Nonrestricted information
pertaining to criminal offenses and
subversive activities, National
Fraudulent Check Index, Anonymous
Letter Index.

Q Immigration and Naturalization
Service (INS)

425 | Street, NW.

Washington, DC 20536

202-514-1900

Records of all immigrants and aliens,
lists of passengers and crews on vessel
from foreign port, passenger manifests
and declarations-ship, date, and point of
entry required, naturalization records-
names of witnesses to naturalization
proceedings and people who know the
suspect, deportation proceedings,
financial statements of aliens and
persons sponsoring their entry.
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O Marshalls Service

600 Army Navy Drive

Arlington, VA 22202

202-307-9100

Records, personal identification
information, and fingerprints of all
individuals who have been Federal
defendants. Information on all Federal
fugitives.

QO Bureau of Prisons (BOP)

320 1st Street, NW.

Washington, DC 20534
202-307-3126

Maintains records on all Federal
inmates to include personal
identification information, prior criminal
history information, fingerprints, and
handwriting exemplars.

Department of Labor.

2nd and Constitution Avenue, NW.
Washington, DC 20210
202-219-8271

O The Labor Pension Reports Office
Division conducts inquiries into
irregularities and complaints on
transgressions of law administered by
the Department of Labor and also
investigates any organized crime
activities in the labor movement.

QO Labor Management Services
Administration - Information on labor
and management officials.

Q Employment Standards
Administration - Responsible for
administering and directing employment
standard programs dealing with
minimum wage and overtime standards,
equal pay, age discrimination in
employment, and promotion of women's
welfare.

U.S. Postal Service.

475 L'Enfant Plaza West, SW.
Washington, DC 20260
202-268-2000

O Mail covers/watches.

O Photostats of postal money

orders. Requests for such records must
be addressed directly to the Money
Order Division, Post Office Department,
Washington, DC.

O Postal inspectors in all major

cities investigate all types of mail frauds
(e.g., sending false or fraudulent
insurance claims in false theft (firearms)
reports as well as investigating the
mailing of prohibited items such as
firearms and explosives.

O Requests for addresses of

post office box holders should be made
only when efforts to obtain the
information from other available sources
have proved unsuccessful. Information
can be obtained from the Inspector-in-
Charge or Post Office Inspectors.
Inquiry should be made at local post
offices to ascertain the identity of the
inspector who can furnish the
information desired.

Department of State.
2201 C Street, NW.
Washington, DC 20520
202-647-5291

0 Passport records-date and

place of birth required (for recent date,
inquiry may be made of the local district
court.) (Applications and photographs
on file.)
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Q Import and export licenses.
Q Foreign information.

Q Visa Office

515 22nd Street, NW, Washington, DC,
20520, 202-663-1225. Information
concerning the issuance to aliens of
immigrant and nonimmigrant U.S. visas.
Conducts investigations on department
personnel, as well as visa and passport
frauds.

Department of Transportation.
400 7th Street, SW.
Washington, DC 20590
202-366-1111

O Environment Safety and

Consumer Affairs Office - Administers
programs to protect the environment
and enhance the safety and security of
passengers and cargo in transit.
Monitors transportation of hazardous
materials, as well as the movement of
cargo and passengers in domestic and
international transport.

Q U.S. Coast Guard -

2100 2nd Street, SW.

Washington, DC 20590,
202-267-2229.

Records of persons serving on U.S.
ships in any capacity. Records of
vessels equipped with permanently
installed motors. Records of vessels
over 16 feet long equipped with
detachable motors. Responsible for
enforcing Federal laws on the high seas
and navigable waters of the United
States and its possessions. Inspects
small boats to ensure compliance with
safety measures. Cooperates with
other agencies in law enforcement
responsibilities. Enforces

environmental laws. Information on
where and when ships departed or
returned.

Department of the Treasury.

15th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue,
NW.

Washington, DC 20220

202-622-2000

There are five law enforcement
agencies under the jurisdiction of the
Secretary of the Treasury; Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms; USSS;
IRS Inspection Service and Criminal
Investigations Division; USCS (Office of
Investigations), and the United States
Office for the Issuance of Clearances of
Treasury Personnel.

O Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms (ATF)

650 Massachusetts Avenue, NW.
Washington, DC 20226

202-927-8050

Responsible for enforcing and
administering firearms and explosives
laws, as well as those covering
alcoholic beverages and tobacco
products. Maintains reports of
investigations on violations of Federal
firearms and explosives law. Capability
for tracing any firearm from
manufacturer or importer to retailer, if
the weapon was manufactured or
imported after 1968. Maintains records
of all out-of-business firearms dealers,
information regarding firearms thefts
from licensed dealers, multiple sales of
firearms, and suspect guns. Maintains
records of firearms registration on items
to include sawed-off shotguns,
machineguns, silencers, and destructive
devices. Maintains a complete list of all
Federal firearms license holders,
including manufacturers, importers, and
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dealers. Maintains a complete list of all
Federal explosive license holders,
including manufacturers, importers and
dealers.

Q U.S. Customs Service

1301 Constitution Avenue, NW.
Washington, DC 20229

202-927-6724

Maintains record of importers and
exporters, customhouse brokers,
customhouse truckers (cartage
licenses); lists of suspects; oversees all
registry, enrollment and licensing of
vessels not licensed by the Coast
Guard or States; maintains investigative
file on smugglers; and administers
TECS.

O Internal Revenue Service (IRS)

1111 Constitution Avenue, NW.
Washington, DC 20224

202-622-6500

Inspection Service - The Inspection
Service has two divisions; Internal Audit
and Internal Security. The Internal
Security Division conducts bribery
investigations of employee misconduct,
personnel investigations and other such
investigations as the Commissioner or
Secretary of the Treasury requests.
Criminal Intelligence Division - This
division conducts investigations of tax
frauds relating to income tax, excise tax,
and occupational tax violations. It also
provides protection for Internal Revenue
Service employees. The release of
information to any person other than an
officer of the Internal Revenue Service
is expressly forbidden.

0 U.S. Secret Service (USSS)
1800 G Street, NW.
Washington, DC 20223
202-435-5700

Maintains records pertaining to
counterfeit, forgery, and U.S. security
violation cases. Secret Service's
central files at Washington contain an
estimated 100,000 handwriting
specimens of known forgers. An
electronic information retrieval system
facilitates comparison of questioned
handwriting with the specimens on file
for identification purposes. Maintains
records pertaining to threats on the life
of any of the principals by anonymous
letters, telephone or other oral com-
munication by subversive organizations
or individuals. Principals as used here
are defined as the President and his
immediate family, Vice President, former
Presidents and their wives, wife of a
deceased President until she remarries,
children of a deceased President until
the age of 16 years, President and Vice
President elect, major candidates for the
office of President or Vice President,
and heads of state representing foreign
countries visiting in the United States.

SECTION

Q Treasurer of the United States -
Canceled checks paid by the U.S.
Treasury are processed through the
Office of the Treasurer of the United
States. Photostats may be obtained by
mail request directed to Check Claims
Division, ATTN: Stop-Pay Branch,
Treasurer of the United States, Liberty
Loan Building, 401 14th Street, SW,
Washington, DC 20226. All requests
should include the name of the payee,
date of check, amount of check, check
number, and disbursing office symbol
number if the requested check is being
considered for use in a trial or
procedure requiring certification; the re-
quest for certification should be
included in the original request. Checks
and related records are subject to the
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destruction policy of the Check Claims
Division and may not be available for
certification at a later date. Photostats
of canceled U.S. Government checks
which relate to alleged forgery violations
are obtainable through the U.S. Secret
Service. When information must be
obtained from the issuing disbursing
office regarding a U.S. Treasury check,
the investigation may be expedited in
some instances by requesting that office
to obtain the required copy, together
with any necessary certification, from
the Check Claims Division.

Other Federal Agencies and
Commissions.

The following Federal agencies and
commissions differ only slightly from the
above-listed departments in that their
responsibilities appear to be more
oriented to a single mission which is
more or less self-explanatory. With
respect to any of the below-listed
agencies and commissions, the initial
contact for any investigator should be
the security officer. ATF employees
should coordinate initial contact with
these agencies through the ATF
Tactical Intelligence Branch or other
appropriate chain of command.

O Agency for International
Development (AID) - AID is primarily
engaged in overseas operations with
headquarters in Washington, DC. The
Office of Security (Washington, DC)
would be the principal contact for all
information regarding personnel and
operations of the agency.

Q Department of Energy (DOE) -
The DOE has its headquarters in
Germantown, Maryland, and field
installations throughout the United

States. The Division of Security of DOE
is the liaison point for the investigator
seeking information at DOE. This
division maintains a complete index of
all individuals who have ever been
processed for a DOE security
clearance. This master index known as
the central personnel clearance index
includes identifying information on
Government workers, contractor,
laboratory, and university employees.
The items covered on each person
listed include full first, middle, and last
names; DOE file number; date of birth;
occupation; month and year of last
investigation; type of investigation;
location of'file; and a clearance history
stating the type of clearance, its
sensitivity, the office, and name of
employer.

Q Central Intelligence Agency (CIA)
Washington, DC, 20505
202-482-1000.

The CIA has its headquarters in
McLean, Virginia, and maintains liaison
with other agencies and departments on
items of mutual interest. The CIA is an
intelligence gathering organization that
collects, evaluates, and collates
information of a political, military,
sociological, and geopolitical nature.

Q Office of Personnel Management
(OPM)

1900 E Street, NW.

Washington, DC 20415

202-606-1000

The Office of Personnel Management's
headquarters is in Washington, DC, and
there are regional offices in the principal
cities of the United States. The OPM is
the main personnel agency of the U.S.
Government. The Bureau of Personnel
Investigations of OPM contains
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information that may be of value to
investigators. This Bureau conducts
investigations of two principal types: (1)
national agency checks and inquiries for
nonsensitive positions, usually referred
to as NACI, which is a high volume
record check and correspondence
inquiry program and (2) full field
investigations as part of its
administration of the merit system.
Included are investigations of fitness of
applicants for employment,
investigations of appeals, and
investigations to determine
qualifications of candidates for high
level jobs.

The essential purpose of the Security
Investigations Index, established in
OPM by Executive Order 10450, section
9(a), is to prevent duplication of
investigation. This index consists of
almost 9 million card records,
accumulated since 1939. Tthese cards
include the subject's name, address,
date and place of birth, name of agency
conducting the investigation, date of
initiation of the investigation, and
location of the investigative report.
OPM acts as the board for filling
administrative positions that are
common, to many departments and
agencies of the Government. The OPM
maintains a central index of people who
have applied for common purpose
examinations. These are kept in 5-year
groups and after 10 years are sent to a
Federal records center.

Q Deputy Comptroller of Currency
(Bank Examiner's Reports) - National
bank examinations are made to
determine bank financial positions and
to evaluate bank assets. Bank
examiner's reports contain information

about bank records, loans and
operations. In view of their purpose and
the basis on which they are obtained,
reports on national bank examinations
and related correspondence and papers
are deemed to be of a confidential
nature.

O Federal Communications
Commission (FCC)

Examinations and Operators Branch
Field Engineering Bureau

1919 M Street, NW.

Washington, DC 20554
202-418-2470

Maintains card files on all radio
operators in the United States.
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Q Federal Power Commission (FPC) -
The FPC, located in Washington, DC, is
the regulatory agency for electric utility
and natural gas companies. All such
companies are required to file with the
commission annual reports which give a
financial picture of the company, as well
as other information. A small amount of
information is given on officers of a
company, as well as on directors or
stockholders who hold more than 10
percent of the voting stock. If the
company's annual operating revenues
are less than $25 million, the report
would also include a list of employees
making more than $15,000 per annum.
For companies whose annual operating
revenues are more than $25 million,
only employees making $25,000 or
more per annum are listed.

O Federal Records Center (FRC) -
Data concerning former Government
employees is on file at the Federal
Records Center, G.S.A. (Civilian
Personnel Records), 111 Winnebago
Street, St. Louis, Missouri 62118.

Limited Distribution - For Official Purposes Only



<

w
m
O
-
O
2

Page 68

ATF - Guide to Investigating lllegal Firearms Trafficking

Requests for information from such files
should be prepared on GSA Standard
Form 127, Request for Official
Personnel Folder, and mailed directly to
the Federal Records Center at St.
Louis, Missouri.

Q Federal Trade Commission (FTC) -
Pennsylvania Avenue at 6th Street, NW.
Washington, DC 20580

202-326-2100

The Federal Trade Commission has its
headquarters in Washington, DC, where
it maintains a central index containing
the names of individuals involved in
FTC cases, the commodity, the charge,
and the field office. The file itself is
maintained in the field office having
jurisdiction. The FTC index does not
normally contain much biographic data.

O General Services Administration
(GSA) - The Compliance Division of
GSA which comes under the Assistant
Administrator for Finance and
Administration is charged with
investigating contractors doing business
with GSA. If a contract is in excess of
$50,000, the Compliance Division
makes an investigation. A central index
is maintained in Washington, and the
regional offices have indices on items
that pertain to their region, as well as on
the small contracts that do not require
an investigation. The Compliance
Division satisfies itself that the
contractor is fit, willing, and able to do
the job. This division maintains a list of
those contracting firms whose
performance record has been of such
poor quality that they are debarred from
bidding on future GSA construction
projects.

The National Archives and Record
Service (NARS) of the GSA publishes
several directories that may be of
considerable value to an investigator.
The first is a search guide to official
personnel folders maintained at the
Federal Records Center, St. Louis,
Missouri. This guide lists the location of
personnel folders of retired or separated
Federal employees including agencies,
bureaus, and commission that are no
longer in existence.

The second publication is the directory
of military personnel and related
records. This book describes and
locates all types of records of members
of the military services. The two largest
centers for the storage of personnel
records, as well as organizational,
medical, financial, and other records of
separated military personnel are the
U.S. Army Administration Center, St.
Louis, Missouri, and the Military
Personnel Records Center, National
Archives and Records Service, GSA
Region 6, St. Louis, Missouri. Together
these depositories store the records of
some 4 million separated military
personnel. Despite their huge holdings,
these centers do not have all the
records of separated military personnel,
and auxiliary records must be consulted
occasionally to answer inquiries.

NARS puts out a guide to record
retention requirements which is revised
periodically. It may be purchased from
the U.S. Government Printing Office,
Washington, DC.

The Federal Register, published daily
Tuesday through Saturday, is compiled
by the Office of the Federal Register
which is under NARS and GSA. A
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Federal court must take judicial notice
of the contents of the Federal Register
in which administrative regulations are
published (44 U.S.C. § 307).

QO Government Surplus Property

Sales - The Director, Directorate of
Marketing, Defense Supply Agency,
Defense Logistics Services Center,
Federal Center, Battle Creek, Michigan
49016, maintains a master record of all
Government surplus items sold through
local defense surplus sales offices in
the United States. The center will
provide computer printouts from July 1,
1965, concerning surplus sales and will
identify the local sales office which sold
the property and which maintains the
original documents relating to the sales.

O Surface Transportation Board (STB)
1201 Constitution Avenue, NW.
Washington, DC 20423

202-927-6184

The STB has information concerning
individuals who are or have been
officers of transportation firms engaged
in interstate commerce. This
information includes the officer’s
employment and financial affiliations. In
addition to the record information
available in STB, most safety inspectors
of STB are good sources of "reference"
information in that they have personal
knowledge of supervisory employees of
the various carriers in their region.

O National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA)

2 Independence Square, 300 E Street,
SW.

Washington, DC 20546
202-358-1010

NASA deals with two kinds of contracts
with private industries: classified and

unclassified. Classified contracts are
processed in the same way as are
military contracts. The clearance record
cards are kept at the Defense Supply
Agency Record Office at Fort Hayes in
Columbus, Ohio. On unclassified
contracts, an instruction sheet goes out
when proposals are solicited. This
instruction sheet requires the furnishing
of information to include the names and
qualifications resumes of the personnel
who will be directly assigned to this
project. (The resume should include
educational background, work
experience, length of service with firm,
and projects on which the individual
worked.)

SECTION

0 National Labor Relations Board
(NLRB)

1099 14th Street, NW.

Washington, DC 20570
202-273-1790

The board is probably the source of
reference information on labor officials,
labor lawyers, industrial relations
personnel and labor counsel for
companies.

O National Security Agency (NSA) -
Central Security Service

9800 Savage Road

Fort Meade, MD 20755
301-688-6524

Files on all past and present military
and civilian employees, applicants for
employment, contractors, consultants,
restaurant and concession employees,
and other individuals on whom some
investigative action has been taken.

O Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC)

450 5th Street, NW.
Washington, DC 20549
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202-942-4144

Record of Corporate Registrants of
Securities offered for public sale, which
usually shows description of registrant's
properties and business, description of
the significant provisions of the security
to be offered for sale and its relationship
to the registrant's other capital
securities, information as to the
management of the registrant, and
certified financial statement of the
registrants.

The SEC News Digest (A daily
publication giving a brief summary of
financial proposals filed with and
actions of the SEC). Bulletin issued
quarterly, and contains information of
official actions with respect to the
preceding month. It also contains a
supplement which lists the names of
individuals reported as being wanted on
charges of violations of law in
connection with securities transactions.
It is available upon request at any of the
SEC regio