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FA.CILI'l'Y PHOBLm1S OF' 'PHE SUPEIUOR COUR'l' IN BRISTOL COUN'I'Y 

AND THE BIUSTOL COUN'I'Y PROBA'1'E COUR'I' 

The p~~incipal problem with the Bristol County 

Probate and Superior Courthouses is the inefficiency 

caused by the tripli.cation of ffl.cilities. Alth'bl1gh each 

of them is more or less in adcC'TuatE'! condition i tsel f, all 

of th0m together arc ill-suited for their purpose - tht; 

r; ff(:>cti va administ ri1 tion of j list ice in the Superior and 

Pro ' )atc Courts. In none of the courthouses t~xcept New 

b(~dford h<ls an adequate room been provided for more than 

onp jury session although other smaller rooms are of 

necoss i ty but inconvenien tly used. In New Bedford the new 

second large courtroom is used primarily by the Probate 

Court. The orinlni11 courthouses were designed and built 
2 

fr)r onc jurv s(~ssion. 

For a very interesting discussion of th0 space allocations 
created by the building of the second courtroom i.n New 
Bedford, see County Commissiol}ers of Bristol S-'ounty v. 
Thn .Judges of Probate of Bristol County, 338 Mass. 738 
(1958). This is the so called "Considine Case" and dis-
Ctl5'1eS what has come to be called in New Bedford the 
"Considine Courtroom" after the now retired second SudgG 
of Probate of Bristol County for w'hom it was bui It. w~" 
note that much of the furnitur,~ in the lobby of that court-· 
room still belongs to the retired Judge Considine even 
though he no longer sits. We note further that in the view 
of Judge Ponte much of it is unusable, decrepit and other
wise inadequate. 

i 



movement by courts demand, at the least, two jury sessions. 

One session can be tied up too easily by a jury trial which 

stops all other business. For example, it has long been 

well known, although only recently acknowledged, that one 

of the chief causeS for delay in criminal cases is the 

defense attorneys' desire for delay, particularly on behalf 

of defendants who are out on bail (or, more· us uC).lly , ~in 
3 

Massachusetts, personal recognizance). For such·: defendants 

there is no reason to face "judgment day". The Bristol County 

Courthouses are perfect forums for such tactics. 
-.- ...... --- .. -~--"-- .. ~ .. ~ -.~--. 

However, the worst problem in the Bristol County 

Courthouses is duplication or triplication of the use 

of space. For example, the Clerk has space in each court 

house, the District Attorney has space in each court house, 

the County Treasurer (whose purpose 'in each court house is 

only to pay jurors and witnesses) has space. in each court 

house and the Sheriff has space in each court house. Even 

though some of these spaces are encroached\1Pon and used 

temporarily by the permanent personnel there, the occupancy 

of the permanent personnel is at sufferan?e, in space not 

designed for them, and in space whic~ cannot' be altered to 

meet the needs of their duties. Furthermore, there are three 

separate janitorial staffs lone for each court house. 

4 

- ..... -~-~ ...•. -------- . - ~'-"" .. 

3 
See Justice is the Crime, Pretrial Delay in Criminal Cases, 

Lewis R. Katz, Case Wes.tern Reser:v:e· Un.i.vEir.s,ltY:. . .P~s.;sii' Cl~veland 
and London, 1972-. .. .:.;' .. i ,'-. ;~:.:..: ~;,: .. ~.' •. =::. .... ' > . ' 

4 

In New Bedford, the State Police detectives for the District 
Attorney's office occupy.two large offices in the old courthouse. 

ii 



Hardest to justify is the triplication of Law 
.' 

Libraries. Each of the three Superior court locations 

has its own library and librarian. For the essential 

library materials, each library duplicates the others. 

Each has different characteristics but none justifies 

their separation. 

For example, the library in New Bedford is charming, 

but small and heavily concerned with historical materials, 

according to Superior Court Judge Ponte,while the library 

in Fall River looks like a warehouse and lack~ privacy 

although it is gt~nerally conoeded to be the most complete 

of the three. Superior Court .judge McGuire uses the Fall 

Ri ver library as his working lobby i but neither he nor his 

papers are separated from other library users. He has no locked 

fi les and cannot leave any court. or working papers there 

overnight. 

There is no need for three law libraries today. Even 

though the "law business" in Massachusetts is "off" for a 

number of reasons, most attornE\Ys who are in Bristol County 

could easily go to· one central library as they do in other 

connties in Massachusetts. During our visit to each of these 

courts (which was in the summer, albeit a IIslow time" in the 

II law business") we noticed that the libraries were empty 

or at most used by only one or two lawyers (and one judge) 

for limited periods of time or as conference space. 
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Regarding record-storage . there:~ is no triplication. 

However, because there ~r2 multiple facilities the records 

for both courts must be taken from their central storage in 

Taunton by private car to each facility when the court is 

in session in order for the court to ftmction. Sometimes 
.... "''''~\ 

some papers are left behind. Others are lost or misplaced 

during this transit. 

Because New Bedford" is" a comparatively smaIl" -- " 

city and Bristol County a comparatively small county 

with few lawyers specializing in anyone area of the 

law, the disadvantages to any of the courts of having 

to track down lawyers at one of the three Superior 

Courts, or one of four Probate Courts, or one of the 

four locations of the Juvenile Court, or at the New 

Bedford Public Library, or in adj acent coun·ties, or 

even nearby Rhode Island (where many Bristol County 

lawyers also practice), should be apparent.· 

Included in this report are our studies of the 

four District Courts in .Bristol County and the facilities 

of the Bristol County Juvenile Court. These are included 

to give a complete description and analysis of facilities 

for all courts in the County. 



LISTING AND CHARACTERISTICS OF ALL 

COURTROOMS IN BRISTOL COUNTY 

cx) URTROOMS 

. NEW BEDFORD SUPERIOR 
AND PROBATE 

Superior 1st Session , 

Superior 2nd Session 
and Probate 

FA'LL RIVER SfJPERIOR AND 
PROBATE 

Superior 1st Session 

superior 2nd Session 
Probate 

Hearing Room 

TAUNTON SOPERIOR 

Main' 
2nd Session and Juvenile 

TAUNTON PROBATE 

Probate 

ATTLEBORO DISTRICT 

Main 

Probate and Juvenile 

FALL RIVER DISTRICT 
COURT 

Main 
2nd Session 

NEW BEDFORD DISTRICT 
COURT 

Main 

'2nd Session 

3rd Session and 

TAUNTON DISTRICT COURT 

Main 

Notes: 

Accept 

Accept 

ot Ace 

at Acc 

ot Acc 

Accept 
ot Acc 

at Acc 

at Acc 

Not Acc 

Accept 
Accept 

ot Acc 

at Acc 

at Acc 

Fair 

Fair 

Poor 

Fair 

Poor 

Poor 
poor 

Poor 

Poor 

Fair 

Fair 
Fair 

Poor 

Poor 

Poo:(' 

Fair 

Good 

Good 

Poor-
Good 

Fair-
Good 
Fair-
Good 

Good 
Poor-
Good 

Fair 

Fair-
Good 
Poor-
Good 

Good 
Good 

Fair-
Good 
Fair-
Good 
Fair-
Good 

(',ood 

12 

12 

12 

12 

None 

12 
12 

None 

None 

None 

None 
None 

None 

None. 

None 

None 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

No 

No 

No 

No 
No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

Abbreviations 

ccept - Acce~t
able 

at Acc - Not 
Acceptable 

1. .The Bristol County Juvenile Court does not have its oWn courtrooms. The 
Court uses the Third Se3sion Courtroom of the New Bedford District Court, the 
Second Session Courtroom of the Fall River District Court, the Second Session 
Courtroom of the 'l'aunton Superior Court and the Second Session Courtroom of 
the Attleboro District Court. 
2~ The District Courts in Bristol County do not have jury deliberation rooms. 
However, space now used for conference and other functions might be used for 
jury deliberations, if needed. 
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The Superior Court sits in three locations in 

Bristol County: Taunton, Fal~ River and New Bedford. 

In New Bedford the Superior Court shares a two-story 

red brick structure with the Probate Court. The build-

ing was originally constructed in 1830 with additions 

" ' ... made in 1900 and again in 1953. The Probate Court in 

New Bedford sits in the 1953 addition to the Superior 

Court building. The Probate Court sits in three other 

locations in Bristol County: Taunton, Fall River and 

Attleboro. 

The structure, although quite old, is apparently 

sound and the building systems are generally adequate, 
1 

although there is some inadequacy in electrical capacity. 

The building was being repainted at the time of our survey. 

This improv~m~nt should ~t l~ast make the building look 

better although it is only a cosmetic improvement. 

The lighting .levels in the building are generally 

substandard, with the exception of the new Superior Court 

Judge's lobby in the old building and the District Attorney's 

secretarial area in the new bu.ilding. The Judge's lobby in 

the old building, althoug~ completed over a year ago, was 

not furnished at the time of our v:isit (21 August 1974) 

except for a desk and two chairs . 

1 
, Interview with Mr. Lionell Soussa, Head Custodian, New 
Bedford Supe~ior Court 

1\-2 
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ARCHITECTURE 

Description The New Bedford Superior and Probate Courts 

are housed in a'colonial red brick building, originally 

constructed in 1830. In 1900 and 1953, additions were 

made to the side and rear of the building. The 1953 addition 

includes a second courtroom and houses the Probate Court 
,f 

and an office for the District Attorney. The old building 

is styled in Greek revivAl style, which was popular in the 

1830's. The red brick is contrasted by four white woode~ 

columns, which support a white pediment. Capping ,the structure 

is a gable roof with a white cupola and a weathervane. 

Distinguishing Ar,;::;hi tectural Characteristics The basement 

of the addition is a designated fallout shelter. 

COMMUNITY SERVED, NEIGHBORHOOD, TRANSPORTATION 

Population The Superior and Probate Courts in New Bedford 

serve all communities in Bristol County, the population 

of which is 444,301 (U.S. 1970 census) . 

Neighborhood The courthouse is located in an urban munici-

pal area of New Bedford. Adjacent to the court are a high 

school and the Masonic Temple. 

Public Transportation Local bus lines serve the court, 

with a bus stop four blocks away. There is no intercity 

bus service at th~ present time. 

Parking There are 24 parking spaces designated for court 

personnel; two spaces are reserved. There are no provisions 

for public parking. 

'A:-7 . 
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The acoustics in many offic~s and other rooms are 

unacceptable due to excessive noise levels. Some readings, 

however, were affected by noise from outside construction 

equipment on the street outside the court" Otherwise, 

attempting to discount the construction noise, the courtroom 

acoustics seemed to be acceptable.However, in our interview 

with Judge Ponte, who sits in New Bedford often, he noted 

that it is difficult for him to hear and to be heard clearly 

in the courtrooms. 

Two other deficiencies of importance were noted: there 

is inadequate public parkj,ng; and there are not enough rooms 

in the court for lawyer conferences or private conversations. 

In New Bedford since 1953 the only alteration to the 

facilities provided for the Superior Court has been a new 

lobby for the Superior Court judge across from the main 

courtroom. This lobby is not even a working lobby. Even 

though it was built over a year ago most of the furniture 

for it has not been delivered and there are no books in it. 

Moreover, it is separated from the courtroom by the main 

public corridor into the cQurtroom so there is no security 

for the judge in going to and from the courtroom. 
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Also in New Bedford there are no specific hearing--------

rooms for masters or auditors. They use any space available. 

During our visit an auditor was conferring in the hall 

with the attorneys for two parties. The Industrial Accident 

Board, which in other counties uses court facilities, has 
lit f '" 

long since abandoned the New Bedford Courthouse and meets 

in a reading room in the Public Library .. 
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COURTHOUSE FUNCTIO~~ 
Schedule of Operation The court schedules for the Superior 

Court and the Probate Court follow. 

SUPERIOR COURT 

Criminal (j ury) 
Civil (j ury) 

: February, June, November 
: January, May, December 

There are no jury waived trials in New Bedford 

PROBATE COURT 

September through June: 
July and .August 
Return days 

T,F each week 
2 return days 
W, one per month 

Space for Non-Court Personnel Offices of the State Polic~, 

the County Treasurer and the Sheriff are also located in the 

building. There is' an inordinate amount o~ space used by 

maintenance personnel and for Law Library storage. 

Security SUPERIOR COURT: Eight deputy sheriffs usually serve as 

court officers. Prisoners are transferred a distance of 1/10 

of a mile to and from the jail. No secure passage is available 

to the courtroom. 

PROBATE COURT: Two deputy sheriffs are us~ally involved in all 

sessions. 

Public Address System There is no public address system in 

the building. 

Tape Recording The court has no facilities for tape recording 

sessions. A court stenographer is used. 

Visual Aids No visual aids ar'e provided by the court. 

Use of Graphics There is no building label visible from 

the street which identifies the building as a courthouse. 

i • 



There is no building directory inside the building; many 

rooms are either mislabeled or lack labels. Those labels 

that do exist are painted on the window glass of the door. 

Rest Rooms There are rest rooms on the first floor for the 

public, but. none on the seocnd. There are staff facilities 

in the judge's lobbies and in some office areas. 

STRUCTURE 

Qualitative comments included in this section, except 

where noted otherwise, were obtained from Mr. Lionell 

Soussa, Head Custodian. 

Structural System The structure of the old section of 

the building is composed of a granite pier foundation, masonry 

bearing walls, and wood floor framing. The second floor is 

supplemented by brick vaulting. 

The new section of the building is of reinforced concrete 

and brick veneer. The structure of both is adequate and in 

good condition~ 

Air Conditioning Air conditioning is provided by window 

units in some areas ( the judge's lobby, the Clerk's area, 

the Sheriff's' and District Attorney's o~fices); h6wever" 

there is no ce~tral air conditioning system. . 
.. ----~, .......... " --_ ....... ---~-- . 

Heating Heating is pro~.dded by an oil burning, hot water 

radiant system, nO\'7 operational and in good condition. A 

new furnace was installed three years ago. There are individ-
, 

ual temperature controls for the old building, the jury rooms 

and the Probate Court. 

,A-9. 
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Plumbing The origina.l plumbing is replaced as leaks occur. 

Electrical System The electrical system is inadequate when 

the building is in full use, and would be even less adequate 

if more air conditioning or other equipment were added. 

Fire Protection and Detection There are no detection devices 

of any kind, and no sprinklers. Books and other combustible 

library material are stored in the furnace room~t.,8'close to the 

furnace. , 

Storage Probation records are,kept in New Bedford; the court 

records are stored in Taunton.Papers are brought to this 

courthouse 'when the court is in session. 

The Library, however, stores its old and unused books 

in a variety of spaces; the basements of the old building 

and the annex and in one of the few available conference 

rooms. 

Building Characteristics One conference room is provided. 

OPERATING AND MAINTENANCE COSTS 

The following information on costs was obtained from the 

Bureau of Accounting of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

Thes~ are actual costs for the year 1973. 

Telephone 
Light, Heat & Power 
General Maintenance 

& Repair 
Fuel Oil 
Water 

$ 1,131.88 
2,089.79 

4,728.75 
3,248.85 

108.65 
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KEY : FIRST LEVEL 

1. Janito~'s' Room 
2. State police 
3. Janitors' Room 
4. County Treasurer 
5. superior Probate Officer (Secretary) 
6. Probation Office #1 
7. Probation Office #2 
S. Library and Conference 
9. Supply r~oom 
lO.Sheriff (Secretary) 
11.Sheriff's Office 
l2.Lawyer's Lobby 
l3.Grand Jury and Hearing Room 
14.District Attorney (Secretary) 
l5.nistrict Attorney's Office 
l6.Probate Court Probation Officer 
17.Probate Judge's Lobby 
lS.Probate Courtroom 
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KEY : SECOND LEVEL 

1. Superior Courtroom 
2. Lobby 
3. Public Defenders (presently Jurors) 
4. Detention Area 
5. Clerk of Courts Office 
6. Clerk of Courts (Secretary) 
7. Judge's Lobby 
8. Law Library 
9. La\'l Library Annex 
lO.Women Jurors 
11.Men Jurors 
12.Jury Deliberating Room 
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Criteria 
Courcrooms, offices, hearing rooms, secret~rial areas, conference 
rooms. libraries, lounges and detention facilities are surveyed for 
all of t'1e information in the table on the facinq paqe, 

(squa,r,' (ootage, type of access. finish, acoustics, etc.) 

Storage areas, \'aults, machinery areas and custodial rooms are 
surveyed for only the square footage. 

Other areas such as. closets, restrooms, elevatm:s and stairways ·are 
not surveyed at all. 

Definitions 
AReA Total floor area including work space, circulation space, and 

" storag~ in square feet. 

ACCESS The degree to which public entry into a room is restricted. 

~nhol 

Pub 

Prv 

Sec 

Explanation 

Public: Access is unrestricted to general public. 

Private. Access is partially restricted by means ot 
doors, counters, or graphics. 

Secure, Acce~s is restricted by gUard, receptionist, 
or locked doors. 

NU~lBER Of USERS 'rhe estimated soating capacity of a room for usors 
and spectators, based upon currant furnishing. 

FINISH 
!o:~:!"c..J·:.l':V' (.'!at): 

Pr.::;'"izeiJ CoJo1l1 

p - painted AnT - Asbestos Tile ex - Cork S - Stone 
SA - Sound g - glazed AP - Acoustic Plaster 

t - textured AT - Acoustic Tile 
B - Brick 

Cm' - Ceramic Tile 
c:r - Concrete Absorbing 
G - Glass T Terrazzo 

DC - Bookcase 
C - Carpet 
CB - Concrete Block 

M - Metal 
P - Plaster 
PR - Paper 

V - Vinyl 
W - Wood 
WP - Wood 

C:o,:aiti"l1 (CundtnJ, 
Pan~ling 

Rating Explanation 

Good Condition of surface shows no sign of damage. Continued 
prevcncive maintenance is sufficient to maintain this 
condition. 

Fair 

Poor 

Condition of surface indicates some damago. Small 
scal~ ~c~~irs and corrective maintenance are necessary 
to retard deterioration of condition. 

Condition of surface indicates severe damage. Large 
scale corrective maint~nance 15 pecessary to prevent 
complete loS's of the finish • 

• Refer to technical ~nformation scct~on for furrher explanaC1~l 

r-'1 ih ~ ~ ~ 
,,....., 
~ ,...-,. q ~ , . 

,Tone: A B~bjective evaluation of the color tone of the room 
based on the following rating 8cale: 

Bright and Cheerful 
·s 4 

Drab and Aust&r€ 
2 1 3 

Percent (I) of Windows: The approximate percentage of the 
total wall are~ of the room which is composed of glass. 

J/aight: The floor to ceiling height. 

ACOUSTICS The acceptability of the acoustics of each roo:. is based 
'uQon meaaurements of ambient noise level (ribAl, and upon rev~rberance 
~haracterlstics (flutter echo and reverberation time).-

Ratin~_ExBlan~tion 

Acc 

Un N 

AcceptaDl~: Noise level and reverberation time are 
within stanc'ards for each room function, fletler 
echo is absent ur slight. 

Unacceptable: Noise level exceeds standard or inter
fores wit.h room function. 

Un R Unacceptabie< Noticeable flutter echo or excessive 
reverberation time. 

Un NR Unaccept~ble: Both Un N and Un R 

LIGHTING 
Type: Refers to type of light fixtures in the room. 

I - Incandescent I/F - Combination incandescent/ 
F - Fluorescent fluorescent 

Lcuet: Ratings of the acceptability of light in the room are 
based upon comparf,sons between the measured light levels (in 
footcandles) and the accepted standards of liqht require~ents 
for the functions pc~=ormed in the room.* 

Rating Explanation 

Good Light levels for all fUnctions of the room f:!xceed'" 
or equal accepted standards. 

Fair Light levels for some fUnctions are standard l 
others are substandard. 

Poor Light levels for all functions are substandard. 

AIR CONDITIONING The symbols indic<lte the type of ah' 
conditionln~. if present, in the ro~. 

symbol 

N 

C 

W 

Ii 

(n)W 

Explanation 

No air conditioning present. 

Central air conditioning. 

Window air conditioning unit$. 

Room ai~-conditionin9 units 

Indicates mUltiple window units, {e.g., 3 window 
units would be entered as (3IW. 

, 

~. 
. '. rt ~. ~. r,-\ ., ~ trI l~. ~ 

t"' ---~ ~ ... -.~ i 
W t. •. ...J L....J ~~ L.."J. ~-r L..J ~-! L-.J L-! 

.. ---------i 

L-! ~ ~ L--....t b-J 1,.,=1 
-=~ -==j H 

I-J j~.,j ~ 
" 

I 
AREA. ~f of 
(sq. }\CC- US-

, ". ROOH . ft. ) ESS ERS 
' , . 

'FIRs'r FLOOR 

J"anitors.' Room 100 PRV 3 
, 

. S.tate Police I' 2Q,{) 
PUB 9 

. Janitors I Room 
145 PUB ,2 

~ 

County Treasurer '/ 270 PUB; 
3 DDl7 

S~p. Probate Off. 190 PUB 4 (see'y) 

P.O.ifl 
130 PRV 3 

P.O.#2 J4t:; 
SEC 4 

Library & Conference PRV 7 
160 ' -. '. ' , 

Supply Room, 190 " 
SEC 

Sh~riff (sec'y) PUB 5 
J.1JL --

Sheriff's Office SEC 4 95 . 

Lawyer's Lobby 170 PUB 5 
~rand ,u'-:lry -&- -Hear~ng 

Qom 305 PUB ~4 

j#jPUB District Att. (see'y) 8 

. D.A. Office . 205 SEC 6 , 

prob.Ct. ProbationOff 240 , PUB 7 

-~. -. -' --_. ~--~. 

. 
".," 

FINISH 
" 

WALLS, . FLOORS CEILINGS LIGHTING 
% of 

' , 
ACOU... 'J " AIR 

MatCondtn TdneWinc Mat ~ondtn . Hat~ondtn Ht S lrleS'!Y.E9· JJeve 1 CON] rl--, . , ,1 I . 
pP/ 

C/W ACCj I .. I POOR -IN pW FAIR 2 5 ,FAlR AT FAIR ,9 ' 

pP FAIR 2 5 V POOR pM 
i " 

POOR 9 ' UnN F FAIR. N . 
pP FAIR 2 .. 5 V POOR pP POOR 10' UnN ,I POOR 

i 
N I 

pP FAIR 2 5 V FAIR - p\\T FAIR ~ UnNR F FAIR, N-

pP FAIR 2 10 C POOR pAT GOOD 10' "U N 'F J T"1A T'R 'lJ ' , n . .-:-/ ~', _~ ~\ 

pP FAIR 2 5 V GOOD . pAT GOOD 9 ' UnN I_F_t r']~IR ,~ -
BR GOOD 2 5 gBR GOOD BR GOOD 8 ' ACC r I ! POOR .IN 

r Be/ GOOD. 2 5 gBR FAIR pBR GOOD' 8' Ace I FAIR N nBR 
, 

--
pP GOOD 4 10' . C' GOOD AT ,FAIR 13' ACC F FAIR lW - -
pP GOOD '4 15 C GOOQ AT GOOD 13' Ace I LFAIR :\f 

-~t 

pP GOOD 2 ·~o V ,FA~~ LP.1 GOOD 13' UnN .L 'Pf\(,P '1\7 

II 1nnp 
" 

~! ' .. 
pW! '·GOOD 

I 

' nWP 2 ' 115 V FAIR, pP GOOD 13' UnN _. .,... 
~ 

1 

flo .. ' 
'10' pP GOOD ·4 V GOOD' P GOOD ACC 

p ~:1JW --';. 

'G~oB: ~ :00DIO ' UnN 
PFAIR' lW 

, 
pI> , 'f .. GOOD . 4 I 5' V 

1 r'-:-- -

k ' I 
... GOOD,. pP GOOD 10·' UnN 

... 
pP GOOD 3. J10 .V I ,POOR 

~ ------ • < • ~., ~ - ,~~_ 

• I .. , ',# 

':.~- --:=---":=,,,,;,,~,,,; -,'";""~ 

f I 

II ,I 
I 

:II 
I 

! 
'\ II 
I 
i 
i 

1
·1 
~ 
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~". :.€ .. ~. ,-,.;;:" - ;""t'€ '''''11.' ~;f ); ;-; ,';i~- ", .•. <"icVrf)'~;'"o;o)' L- f.k¢';';~ f.'-';~ 
,TOr-Ii>; .A s~':l.¢C~,iy~,~val.~.a\$on ~:1:1\e ,*'l~r wJ~,~i th~ r~ 1 " Criteria ,/'-

Cou';(,trooms:, o.~fices, h.earing rooms, s~cretari·al areas, conferenc!, . 
rooms, libi:dries, loun"1cs and .detenl:ion fac;ilitie~ areliuz:-vcyed for 
all of the intormation tn the cable on the facin" uaqe. . 

(squarr> foot~ge, type of access, ~iIli~h, acoustics, etc. ~ 

. Storage areas, vaults, machinery areas and custodial ro~lis .are 
suryeye<l for ollly trle square footage. -

Other areas such.e.s clo~e:ts, restrooms, elevators and stairways are 
not surv'eyed at all. ' . 

.. ' 

. Definitions 
ARE~ 7tital floor area including wqrk space, circulation space, and 

,stor.age in square feet.. • 

,\CCESS The degree to which public entry :l.nt::o a ropm' is r~:;tricted. 

S)'ll~)ol Explanation ~, ____ _ 

Pub Public, Access i~ unrestricted tt:> g.eneral public. 

Prv 

Sec 

Private; A'ceess is partial.ly restri.c\:ed b~', means oJ;', 
doors, counters, or graphics. 

Secure, AccesS is restricted by gUard, rec.ept:ionist. 
or locked doors.; . . ~ 

UmIBJ::R OF USERS 'rile estimated s,eating capa,city oia rbOlll, tor users 
... nd spectators, based IJPQn curren.t: furnishing. • .. 

F.INISH 
.'..!.: tr~ ,I!· d!.a . (Nat J: 

?l'i!j'i:::t!~ Co.1ec 

p - painted All'!' - 1\.sbestps :rj,le c~ - ~rk P, - St::,OrIe 
Sj\ - SAu~d 9 - glazed hP - Acoost~~ ~laste~ 

~ - -.te~t.ur.ee AT - AC;C)llstic:, T~ile 
em' - cer~ Tile 
c:r - Con~~~~ Ali\~¢J.:bing, 

'l' -TerraAlAlo" 
~ .,. Vinyl. 

, . 3 - adck G. - Glass' , 
fie - BQokcasc' 
e - Carp~t 
ell - COI1f)rete l3;loc~ 

! .. f - Metal 
? - Plasj;er 
:?-.R - P,ll!:'cZ: . 

W - 'vood 
1'19. - Hood 

(}:J:ldi;ion (Co'!dtn): 
Panel;~g 

Ra :::lng _ __~ ~~ana tion 

Good 

Fair 

Poor 

t • .J 
Condition of surface sho~~ nO sign of ~a~ge. ~ontinued 
preventive main~nancc is su!ficien~ to maint~!p thi~ 
condi tlon. ' . 

eO;ld.j.tion of Gu:r!'Zlpe in9icateG sq.n:e damagu. Srr.all 
spal.: "-"'l'.!irs ana. corrective maint'il'nance are ~ec.es5ary 
to retard deterioration 'o~ cond,:Ltior\~" _T 

Condit.ion of sur,face indicates severe damage. Large 
scale corrective -ID3int!lnn.nce ~ s. .peoes!'ary to .,revent 
complete 105/1 0:: tile f~n.'\S'-I. ., ,<'". 

bnseq on t~ ,foUOtfi.tig ril'Cifi!j eC1l1·t.H ., 

Bright "no .Ch"C'rflll: Dt.ah il~r?l JlUj;t;;l'" 
t:5 4, ;J '} 1 

-I, ;)?al'cent .(:.) of flindo1Js! Tho agrn;oxifi1ll1:iI'1 !)Q;::'olel3~';SA ?fth9· 
total I{a~l atila of ~i'l room wh.l.~h,~j3 PQll:p.seq ·QiC q1'i<l;>. 

}o, " • 

;\; 

,:: 
, 

l/aighti: !l'hEl floor to ceiling tt~i9h~, 

. .AC~tJSTICS 1'b,e acceJ:'tabi,Iity of t:l'\e ~c()l',stics ol(a1\chrqom!'~'fil~C!4 
I up.4ri. /1lCasul;elnents of .ambient no.!-se~!!?tH. ({ibAJ , . and uprJn rev~rbel::a{lce 

:,; 
" 

c;hiiracteristics (fluttEtr ccho ar<d r', 'erb,tlo'X!tltion tillle) , ~ , 1 

Rating ExplAnation: , .. , :~~~ 

,1\cc Acceptable: .. lIoise J.cvel <In'$' reverberation tlr:tj~ il,r:e, 
within stand,ll;ds f9+' each r\:lcm f\lt\ct:ion: flute.;r 
echo is absent; Qr ~ll9hl;:. 

Un N Unacc:.c(l-tabl.c!· 1'1oi58 Jeve:t. el«lceds ~t"nd,,~v or lr.t"..!'t'
feres with 1:0am functio/l. 

Un R i.lnacccptaplcrNOt.lcpable flm:t:er ",t'!\<> or (:;<c',ll~iva 
ruveJ:b'etEJ:tion tiiIlp. 

U!1 Nn UnaocQotable: notn Un N ilnd Un 11; 

LIGIITING 
': Type: !lafers to e-J'pe 0': l:ight ti1{tures in the !::oom. 

r :rncandasc~r,.j:. ::/F ~ CombiO>r.ll;.i\l>n inc<\ndescC;'{\t/ 
fluo.resc<.ln~ F Fltlo,rescont 

Level: Rati'n~s ofj:'ne alZI!eotab.LU;;:y of light i1\ t.he r~p;1). "rc 
, based upon, eOlnpar.i,.sons bci6Woe~ *l:/'!' (n¢!asured light l~vr;ls . fir, 

£ootcandle,j) and the accop.te!,! 'i;'¢;qT-,t1ard£i bf liq!:tl:. requi r,,~.\t''''''; 
for the functions perfcrmc.'l intl<\¢roorn." * 

Rating .' ~:l';plilnaticn .---,-'-r 

Good LlgJi.t: ~evels for jl,q. !'\;nccLQr,.;; Qf t!I~' t'OC,1' ',,-u'·",l' 
C):: equ'a+ qcJ:$'¢pted4'i,~&ildilt,d!l<-

l?A~;' 

P,por 

fight leve-I,. for lj;p;;:,l:; f\lnc';;.;'cH\S fP-~ l.;:\:ano,}.ril; 
'otheX'l! are fi~6ti!n~a"4. ' 
.Ligl~~ +cvels; for a>.l fundtir.)~ are sllp.sl;;aru:\ard, 

x. . .. 1 .-:--:.. 

N~ eONOI.H.?!!l~";:; ~l~le s~('uJ)p?-s i94.i:cate' tf~e type C!r air 
C?fi9.i q?l1.;L~9, if Pf~;:ent ( '~'4't the fc>Or.t. [.

"" 

l 
t', 
1,'- • 

~yn~ol' Explah~~~on 
N .No a'i::: conditioning present. 
C 'C6nt~aI ~ir ~9~ditioni~a: i 
, • ,1 .. ",- '.'" ~~.". ~ ..... ~ ,'1;..-

.\oJ WinC(ow air conditioning u,nit~. 
• ~ ~- " '" . t ~ "1"" . 

i R 
,1. ' (n)H 

~'t 
" 

\ 

" " -

~?om ~~f"'=I\~~J.on.i,W~ lln;i tl> 
" ~ 

~.ndica tees mul tiple ",;ij~d-o.w u'';\i ts, 
~nits would i:>.h:entere<i as (3)1'1. 

(e .g:., 3 ',:indo .. : 

• ...,-... "'1 

I 
1 
f 

I -i 
t 
\ . 

1 
I. 

\ 
I 

\ 
~ 

1 

t, 

I ' 1~"'~"'~'?""'. . .. _...t., ______ ---.,...-------..,..------:-------..,..~:--':7'..,..=.,...-..,....,..---..,....,..~-..,..--.".,==.",... .... _,..,.--' 
. • lIefe7; to technical 1nfo~tion scctl.on for fu!:,,,her e)(p~anatl,on ' 

;r-\ r-t 'r-1 -r-l r-'l, r\ r"i r--\ 'r\ '1""1' 

-'.~ 
.' 

,...-,. i,..-, r-t ri ~,...., r-t' .. ,-t.. ,.,..., 

t t-~--1 ~'-~1 ~----i }-4 f-,--4 ~ ~ .. } : ; ;' ~ ; ~ ~ ~ ~ ----1 i..-..) ~ -j F'f j 

L.J ~-i LJ L-J LJ LJ LJ 1L-J' LJ L.J LJ LJ L-I tL-l L-J ~~ L-} Ij-J, L-J 

. 
FINISH 

AREA if of WALLS FLOORS CEILINGS LIGHTING (sq. ACC- us- % of ACOU- AIR ROOM 

I 
, 

ft.) ESS ERS Mat ~ondtn Tone iV'in..c:: Mat Co:udtn Mat t:ondtn Ht STICS T.Y2e Level COND 

~ 
I 

i-' 
--.J 

Probate Judge's Lobby 

Probate Courtroom 

, 

i 

SECOND FLOOR 

Superior Courtroom 

Lobby 

Public Defenders 
(presently Janitors) 

Detention Area 

Clerk of Cts.·Offiee 
f--

Ci2rk of cts. (see'y) 

Judge's Lobby 

Law Library 

Law Library Annex 

Women Jurors 

Men Jurors 
, 

Jury Deliberating Rm. 

-'-

240 SEC 9 

1115 PUB 77 

PUB 189 
1460 

195 PUB 1 

55 PUB 3 

225 SEC 20 

95 SEC 4 

205 PRV 7 

255 PRV 4 

, 420 PUB lOP 

460 PUB 2 
. 

240 PRV 18 

240 PRV 22 

230 SEC 18 

pP/ GOOD 3 10 
WP 
pPj 

GOOD 3' 10 WP 

pP/ 
WP GOOD 3 20 

pP GOOD 3 0 

pP GOOD 2 '10 

pPj 
1<~TP 2 10 DTAI 

pP GOOD 2 5 

pP GOOD ..,. 
"- 15 

pP/ 
GOOD 4 5 WP 

P/pW I GOOD '2 15 
BC 
~P/ 
BC FAIR 2 5 

pP GOOD 2 5 

pP GOOD 2 5 

pI> GOOD 3 5 

__ , ___ .....;..."., _"~_-e~=o-":-o::'::-:::":. 

C GOOn pP GOOD 10' Ace I FAIR N 

C GOOD pP GOOD 15' ACC I FAIR N 

CjW GOOD pP FAIR 20' ACC I POOR N 

9 i
-

C FAIR pP GOOD 13' ACC F -POOR N 

V GOOb pP FAIR 14' UnN I FAIR N 

V FAIR pP POOR 14' ACC I FAIR N 

V GOOD pP GOOD- 14' UnN F POOR 1W 

V GOOD pI' GOOD 14' ACC F FAIR 1W 

C' GOOD p,P 
10'-

GOOD 13' llnN F r::()()n 11 TA7 

V GOOD 
pP/ 
G GOOD 23' ACC I FAIR N 

V GOOD pP GOOD 10' ACC I FATl? N 

V GOpD pP GOOD 12' UnR I POOl? N. 
. 

N V GOOD EP GOOD 12' UnR I POOR' . 
V GOOD oP GOOD 13' UnR I FAIR IN 

-' 
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lIst 
Session 

JUDGE 

Can the Judge see the entire courtroom? Yes 

Can the Judge hear the Witnesses ,?learly? 'No 

Can the Judge hear the Attorneys clearly?* No 

Is the Judge's lobby adjacent to the No courtrooP1? 

Is tl!.ere a bathroom in the Judge's lobby? Yes 

Is the Judge's lobby private? Yes 

Is the Judge's 
1---

lobby secure? No 

JURY 
What :size jury 
accomodate? 

can the courtroom 12 

APEroxirnately how far are jurors from 
25' lou lie? 

Approximately how far are jurors from 
Ii tiaants? . 20' , 

Can the Jurors see Nitnesses at full 
If a.ce? No 

-
Can the Jurors see the Judge at full face? Yes 

Can the Jurors see the Prosecutor & Yes Defense Attorney?* 
Are JlU:'OJ;S on same side of Judge as 
Witnesses? Yes 

Can the Jurors hear Attorneys clearly?* No 

WITNESSES· 

Can \'li tnesses see Judge & Attorneys? Yes 

Does the Witness Box have o. microphone? No 

ATTOR1~EYS 

Can Attorneys see the Jury? Yes .. 

Can Jl..ttorneys hear th~ Judge clearly? No 

*. ;,~hen i\ttorneys are in their usual locations 

A-Is 

2nd 
Sess .. & 
Probe 

. 
Yes 

No 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

12' 

15' 

20' • 

Yes 

~ Yes 
-

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Yes 
, 

No 

Yes 

No 
-1 
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1st 2nd 

Sessiqn Sess., ~ 

Probe 
...--

IATTORNEYS (continued) 
I I ,. 

!Call Attorneys hear the Witnesses clearly? N() ,No 

IApproximatel~ how far is the defendant 
10' 10'-15 ~am counse l. -Are Lawyer conference rooms' conveniently 

loca,t,ed? No No 

ICOU~T OFFICERS 
iDo tourt Officers have a des~gnate¢l 
lIu.ru::e in courtroom? Yes Yes 
IAre they near enough to defendant to " . .. 
I 

Irestrain ltlm? Yes Yes 
lIS ~here a Court Officer located between 
Jur' & J:>ublic? Yes No 
lIS a Court Officer located so that he can 

rot:ect Judqe? No No 

PROB,r-.TION OFFICERS I, . , 

I 
IS tllere a space for the Probat~on 
Officer and his re.co::-ds? Yes ' Yes 

, . 

DEFENDANT 
," , , 

Can the Defendant hear the Judge clearly? , . No No. 
Can the Defendant hear the Attorneys 
cle,ar'ly?* No No 
Can the Defendant hear the Witnesses 
clearlv? No No 

.. 
GENERAL' 

Is there an alarm system? No No 

Does the courtroom have a blackboard? Yes Yes 

Can the courtroom be darkened for visual Yes Yes' 
aids? 

,IS there clock? .I Yes Yes ... a 

IpUBIJIC 

Irs' the Public seating comfortable? No No 

looes the sit in the public area? No No press 
~~' - . 
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

FIRST SESSION 

This courtroom is used exclusively 'by the .superio.r Court 

for jury trials. The room is laid out in a semi-amphi-

theater manner, with the jury boxes and the public seating 

on risers above the bar enclosure. One public entrance 

to the room is made by a very steep and badly lighted 

:sta'irwat at the rear of the room. 

SE'tOND' SESS~ON/PROBATE 

This courtroom is shared .. ,by the Superior and Probate Courts. 

The room is laid out as a Probate Courtroom with no dock 

or enclosed jury box. However, both" functions are provIded 

when the robm is used by the Superior Court by adding chairs. 

There is some damage in the cornice work above the blackboard. 

The public entrance is a1,so used for prisoners and by the 

jur~. The judge has a sGparate entrance to the bench itself 

which is enclosed. If a court officer precedes him, he must 

walk across the bench area down to the bar area and to'-his 

position in the'room. Judge Ponte finds this awkward. 
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J,COUSTlCS 

J.'.1.;".lrtt !.'(ji~1l is bllckqX'ound noiscl that: ,i~J, an averagc, 
nolso level attributed to sources such DS a~r rushinq 
~hrough ventilators, outside street ~raf!ic noise, 
tlourcscent balust hum, and others. 

The noise le\~!, for this study, was measured in 
declbels on ill A-widghtccl scale IdBA unit~l. Th~ l\
woighted sea' ~ co:npensiltell for hUmLIn he1!lrl.ng defl- " 
citl!lcius by adjusting the I!ound levels at each end o~ 
the audible frequency :spactrum. For a detailed explan
ation of acoustic measurement., please refer to sound 
C"n:,.(.~ (;Ortotrouction-. For comparis"n" a table of 
ttpical noise levelS and optimum bU~k9round Bound 
levels tollows.·· 

Typical 

source/Hoam 

Aircraft (near plane) 
Person ShOllting 
Average conversation 

Level (daAl 

140 
80 
50 

OpdmUl1\ Conf~rence room 35 
Priva~e offices ~5 - 45 
Large general offices 45 
stenographic: office.s 50 - 60 

__________ ~c~o~u~r~t~r~oo~~~ ________________ ~~3~5-~~ 

Fietd measurements 'W',lre made with eit.her of two !lruel 
, Kj aer sound level meters ,moaels ';>203 or '2206. 
These arc equipped with microphonea ~hich are nearly' 
omnidirectional. The,frequency re~~onse for the 
.2206 is 4H~ to l6~Hz (z 2dB). ~he frequencv response 
specifications for the '2203 are quite lengthy. ' 
(Insttllction llIGl\ual has specifics). 

:'~ur:rl' t:<:ho occurs when a sound wave bounces 
cundnually ):,e tween tw" parallel, acoust.ically- renee
t.ive surfaces. The maqnit\lOe of the !;ound has to be 
;)i: .:In iludib:).e livel, and tho time between bounces lIlUSt 
be great enoUgh to make the noises distinguishable as 
sepnrate sounds. Flutter echo usually sounds like a 
seri~s of short pings. 

To estimate flutter echo, ~ researcher claps his han9s, 
producing an impulse sound, and ther. listens for itk 
Tlresence. 

;;,.t:el'bar,lti.ol1 time is the duration of sound reflection 
in /I l'pacc. It. is def.i.ned as ther time (in seconds) 
after A, constant noise source CellBp.s, that it tak:es 
for the original. soilnd pressure level to decrease by 
on~ thousand (60 dB). The presence of flutter echo 
and reverberation times in this study. w,,;re estimatec:1 

To estimate tlte reverberation time, a researcher cou,ghs, 
producing a loud sound, and then listens for the rat\~ of 
decay of the cough. 

.Sound Cortt~ot Con8c~uoti.on, Second edition, prepared 
by the United States Gypsum Co., Chicago, Illinois ,1972. 

"SQ",nJ ,Cantrfjl ConI! ~ruction., except for 
dll ~a. which was obtained tl'Om;,Mr. Robert 
Pco!CSllO,1' of Architectut',fl, Massilchu:;ctt:; 
Technolo<JY 

t:he courtroom 
Ncwrnim, 
!nstitutc of 

••• Itluninatinq Znginecrill'J SociPt.y, [Po:; 
L:'!J:'-. r·,t1 p~l!-ib')#'Jk. ')C'<I/ 'fork: HC(irJw-Uill, ~964 

LIGHTIN(; 

Toil ratings ~or lighti~<:l accer-tability ilre b.ased upon 
the accepted standards of light intl!!nd,ty as H .• ted. 

'ln 1/::5 (Illumination Enginlllll'in? soc£~tyJ !lalldb"o~· •• 
These standards provide: /I cl.'lmprehensive Ibting ot the 
h,vels of light requirt>d for II multitude of tasJcs. 

The star,dards specify required light. levels in foot, 
candl~6. (Or.e foOt. candle is defined as ,the intensity 

'of the light produced by anI! candl~ AL A distance of 
foot) For a given light .ouree, the inten$ity 

. ~~e the emitted Ught is inver!lel~ proportional to the 
squa::e of the distance between the. BOurce and th. point 
of'measurement; for example, it, the.· intensi ty ot. a, 
li9ht source was measured as beIng 40~ footcandles at 
a distance or one foot, ata distance of two feet, the 
intensity would drop to lOD footcandles. ,ror t~is 
reason, the lighting standa~da ~efer to lIght intensity 
at' the work sur face. the '.fQllowin~tAble of light 
requirements, which is, rep!:esontaU,ve of cp~rt ~, 
activitle,s is an extTi'lCt. ,of a more exhaustive listing 
in t.'lI:·1'ES' Har.dbook ... • ' nequir",(1 

-r..ight 
(Fo(ltcandl!q) 

courtrooms. 

Library 

Conference. 
Room 

Offices 
(Acco,!-" ting) 

Offices. 
(General) 

-P'unc~ion 

seating Al;rea 
court activity areA 

reading printed.~tQrial 
study and note taking . 

interv.ielo'ing' 

audit:tng. tll.btllatinq. 
bookkeeping, business 
machine operation, computer 
operation 

Reading poor reproduc
tion~. busines~ machine 
operation, computQr 
operation 

Reading handwriting in 
hard pencil or on poor 
paper. reading fair repro
ductions 

30 
70 

30 
79 
30 

150 

150 

100 

30 

\f..-l.~- r __ 

t,,,,J 
il 

[~"N] 

Police 

Reading high contrast or 
well ?rinted materials 

Jai.l cells 30 

II 
_1~ ~,. 

-J J 
------,..---- '[·l'I'~,']~ 

Field,measurements are made with GE 213 light meter. 
This mete~ is color and cos ina cortected.to give a 
linear response. (accuracy tIS). ,._ 1"1';",· 
Lthi9'hit.llin:tt;nSi~y isfnc:t the only fZlCl:oraffecting N' ',,, ...... 

e ,wpJ.nltt;lon 0 Il: 1:oom. Natural light (sunlight,' J' 
Shaded hght ilnd overcast conditiod!;) has a markeu 1 
affect on the lighting level of a l:'oom. Glare from '~','," .. ". 
harsh lighting can hinder the abil1~v of the occupiUltll 
of t~e rOOfl to read and record informati=. These 

hqhtlng, suen as speCial deficiencie. ox annoyances, 

1 

This section contains a table of acoustical and lighting 
measurements on selected rooms in the courthouse. When further 

additional comments will f 11 explanation is needed, 
o ow the table. 

ACOUSTICS 

36 ABS ACC 50 

Superior 40 ABS ACC 30 

I 

15 75 5 

15 17 35 

LI(,;HTING LEVELS 
(ft. candles) 

I 
1 

15 PRO 

22 MOD 

~ndl~ions, a,s well as ethol:' factors 3ffccting the ,:,-., ,-, 'J 
arc n'oted when pertinent. 

. _____ . (:] ______ ~~---L.--..L.... " --
ACe = Acceptable SLI = Slight MIN Minimal = 

EXC Ie Excessive ABS = Absent MOD = Moderate 

NOT = Noticeable PRO = Profuse 

.' ~'-l 
"'T;!! 
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,tit 1,11 l' 

~,~' '] , AODI'l'IONAL COMMENTS ~,;:j J 
.. ~ .. E!'N , I i!~ 

:'.*. ,1 li.1 :-rJ. d 1 l':t 

"~']' i: ,j"i, f] . · f::t; 

~] ,:::::t:::SI:ient noise is due to traffic outside the:
i
; 

B~ building. This is a problem which grows worse in SUl!\l1\er ,,!~ 
.rr:;~ months when windows must be opened for ventilation. Room ,l}l1 

,'.-'! '. :'l."iI 
11~ 

rr-~] acoustics are generally good, although normal speech is Llll 
n. · .• ·r.· - ~ sometimes difficult to understand due to the noise level.! I I'll 
J.l t; I; Ij 
(~ ] ~?:ghtin..3 Ligh,ting is provided by incandescent fixtures ,1;::11 

IT"" and natural light from windows in the walls of the room.; '\If 
l!]' The lighting"levels are bad except" at t'he judge I s bench· .. ---· ----'.'I,.t1l\ 
I"'.U.,]-' and at tpe clerk I s station; at these areas, supplementary .1'\;11 
~.'~ i l!{ 1 

~" luminaires are used. Unconverted and unused gas lighting ,'. VI: 
;,,1 1.1: 

~l fixtures surround the courtroom. ( VII, 
:;r-~ . , ' 1<11 
J1 l'jl 
i} J Some room noise levels. (rioted in :. the room data section of I} 
1 ~I"l t.:.'!'l this report) were affected by temporary construction . '. ! 
..:~..." ea.,.uipment outside. " '\ ,~ 

~dnl 1-:1 

i]·~ SECDND SESSION/P~OBATE .-,~ ...... ---- --- ',1
1
,:;\ 

~.l._· I .l: 

~ ~ :::::::c~e A:o~:t:::m~i:::e::S::::~ :i:::b:o~::S:r:::::t::e '.; ,I': 
:~~'''' ~j , -1 , ;m, ~,~ 

1] courtroom, especially when windows are left open for yentila- I)' 
~, tion .. The room acoustics are acceptable, but not ideal, due t:il tJ to the al:most excessive reverberation characteristics. " 1)1 
'l""'~J Lighting' Ltght.ing ,is p~ovid~d by incandescent fixtures andi:,ll 

n windows in two walls. The levels are inadequate.,however, I 

1[- 'I ~] . for courtroom use. .:, 

1[-- ... 1 

J1 !:('i 
1t'" 
'~\t'~, A-24 
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THE SUPERIOR COURT IN BRISTOL COUNTY 
AND THE BRISTOL COUNTY PROBATE COURT 

(FALL RIVER) 
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TheSup.erior Court currently holds sessions in 

three facilities in Bristol County: Fall River, Taunton 

and New Bedford. The Fall River Courthouse was built in 1889 

and currently houses sessions of both the Superior and 

Probate Courts. The courthouse is in poor condition. 

The structure is qui~e sound and is even a designated 

fallout shelter. The granite bu{lding is massive, with 

interior walls over two feet thick. The cost of renovations 

or repairs which would involve breaking through the walls 

or floors is prohibitive. This fact prevents the court from 

enlarging or combining spaces f and forces the staff ·to make 

the best of the existing space. 

The court does have a good law library. However, there 

are not enough courtrooms and private conference areas. At 

present there is only one large courtroom. Other sessions 

are held in small hearing rooms. Lawyer conferences are held 

in rest rooms or in the public lobby. 

Most of the building is used by the Superior Court. 
, 

R:~:;;ms used by the Probate Court include two courtrooms 

$h~~ed with the Superior Court, a Judge's lobby and an 

office for the Assistant Register. 

The lighting is generally inadequate. The courtroom 

and the hearing rooms have particularly poor lighting. 
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The acoustics are generally unacceptable due to 

the high ceilings and the lack of sound-a.bsorbing material 

in the rooms. 

Two other deficiencies are notable: (1) parking 

facilities are inadequate for the publici (2) there is 

no central intercommunication service or paging system. 

In order toeall someone in the court, one must call a 

variety of office nuw~ers in different locations in the 

court house and ask a member of the staff to conduct a 

~earch. In fact, even the Judge does not have a: private 

phone and while we were there he received a calIon the 

pay phone in the public corridor on the first floor" 
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ARCHITECTURE 

De~cription The courthouse is a three-story granite-

block Romanesque building. Th~ predominant color is 

gray, while arches, columns, lintels, and. other articu-

lations are of pink granite. Dormers, cupolas, and roof 

ridges are all of copper, oxidized to a bright green. 

At the right, corner of the front facade is a large tower, 

almost twice as tall a~ the rest of the structure. At its 

top is a steep hip roof, with four small minarets at 

each corne:r. 

COMMUNITY SERVED,'NEIGHBORHOOD, TRANSPORTATION 
, .• 

populati0l"!. The Superior and Probate Courts in Fall .River 

, :;;erve' the communi ties ·of Bristol County. The populati'on 

of the county is 444,301 (U.S~ 1970 Census). 

Neighborhood The Superior Courthouse is located in an 

urban municipal area, on a hillside overlooking Fall River. 

Public Transportation Local buses serve the area. There, 

is infrequent bus service f~om New Bedford only. No 

public transportation exists to other Bristol County 

municipalities. 
" ~. 

Parking There are reserved parking spaces for the Judges, 

the Clerk and the Sheriff. Approximately 76 spaces are 

! 
i 

available for the staff, the public and the Registry of 

I 
I 

Deeds. 
1 . 
} 

COURTHOUSE FUNCTIONS 

Schedule of Operation The schedule of cases for the 

Superior and Probate Courts follows. 

B-6 



SUPERIOR.COURT: 

civil session (no jury) 
Civil jury session 

Criminal 

PROBATE COURT: 

Return days 

1st M 
1st M 
2nd M 
1st M 

of 
of 
of 
of 

March 
January, April, October 
September 
June 

: 1st W each month except August 

Space for N6n-Court Personnel No non-court personnel 

are located in the building. 

Security SUPERIOR COURT: Depending on need, deputy sheriffs 

serve in varying numbers. There are detention cells in 
• 

the basement, but no criminal trials are currently held 

here. 

Public Address System 

in'the building. 

There is no public address system 

T-ape Recording A court stenographer is used for court sessions. 

Visual Aids One x-ray shadow box is provided by the court. 

Use of Graphics There is no building directory. 'Room 

signs ~re painted on the doors; hanging signs are also 

used. Several room signs are missing. 

Rest Rooms Rest rooms are adequate for the judges and 

the jury but are inconvenient f6r the public. Men's rooms 

ate on the basement and second floors, and the women's rooms 
:1 

are on the first. 
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S'l'RDCTURE 

Qualitative comments included in this section, except 

where noted otherwise, w"';,'~e obtained from Mr. Thomas 

Canfield, Building Superintendent . 

Structural System The building is of masonry bearing wall 

construction, with steel beam and masonry vaulting floor 

support. The structure is in good condition. 

Air Conditioning There is no air conditioning in 

the building. 

Heating The heating is provided by a steam system, fueled 

by oil. The system is in good condition. 

Plumbing The plumbing is adequate and in good condition. 

Electrical System The electrical system is in good condition 

and of adequate capacity. 

Fire Protection and Detection No fire det.ection equipment 

is in use. There are fire extinguishers on each floor 

and in the two public stairwells. There are no exit signs. 

Storage There is no record storage in this building. HE)cords 

are stored in Taunton and transported to Fall Ri~er for sessions 

by private car. 

i, 
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OPERATING AND MAINTENANCE COSTS 

The following information on costs was obtained from 

the Bureau of Accounting of the Commonwealth of Massachu-

setts. These are actual costs for the year 1972-1973. 

Telephone 
Light, Heat & Power 
General Maintenance 

& Repair 
Fuel Oil 
Water 

$ 734.19 
2,726.96 
2,168.42 

2,439.08 
36-/ .66 
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SCALE 
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1---------~'-'---il-------t-------__ ~ 

MEN 
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- - - LOUNGE 

II " 1'-0'1 11(,:. FALL RIVER 
SUPERIOR & 

BOILER 
ROOM 

STORAGE 
#4 

STORAGE 
#3 

l=:1 STORAGE 
i #2 

TORAGE 
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LOBBY 
SUP'R & J I 
PROB h 
P~ 
JUDGE 'S 

SEC'Y ~ 

SUP'R 
CLERK'S 
SECry 

, 

I 

SUP'R 
COURT 
CLERK 

I"' 

1"------..4-- -

TH3IRD 
SESSION 
COURTROOM 

J-----, 

I~ 

SECOND 
SESSION 
COUBTROOM 

CUST 

SHERIFF' 

-,-l""-----, 

SUP'R 

SEC'y r'O

' 

SUprR 
COURT 
P.O. 

SCALE V/""~ 1'-0\\ FALL RIVER COURTHOUSE 
ttl 'SUPERIOR & PROBATE COURTS 
o I~ 1st 
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Criteria 

CourtroolUs, offices, hearing roon:s, s~cretilrial areas, conference 
rooms, libraries, lounges and detention facilities arc surVeyed for 
all of t';e information in the td>le on the filcinq paqe, 

(squilr.> footage, type of acce~s, finish, aCOUstic!!, etc.) 

Storage areas, vaults, ft~chinery areas and custodial rooms are 
sUrveYed fo~ only the square footage. 

Other areas Such as clo~ets, restrooms, elevators and stairways are not surveyed at all. 

Definitions 

ARE;. ~"otal floor ilrea inclUding work space, circulation space, ant' . . storagtJ in s'1u.ar~ .f'?et;. 

'1::'CESS The degree to which public entiy into a room is relitricted. 

~lIbol EXplanation 

Pub 

Prv 
Public: Access is unrestricted to general pUblic. 

Private: Access is partially restricted by means of 
doors, counters, or graphics. 

Sec 
Secure: Access is restricted by guard, receptionist, 

-----_ or locked doors. 

NU}/BER Of' USEnS The estimated-seating capacity-of .. a room .. for Usexs 
and spectators, based Upon current furnishing. 
FINISH 
X; td",':d O~.,t): 

Pra;-i.riJ o CO.] .. s 

p -
9 -
t -

painted AJJ'I:
gla:zc,,j AP 
textured AT 

Asbestos '1'ile 
Acoustic Plaster 

- Acoustic Tile 
B 
DC 
C 
cn 

- Brick 
- Bookcase 
- Carpet 
- ,ConQrete Block 

C~ .. !ditl·:;n (Cu>ldt>l): 

Rating Explanation 

CK 
CRT 
CT 
G 
M 
P 
PR 

- Cork 
- Ceramic Tile 
- Concrete 
- Glass 
- Metal 
- Plaster 
- Paper 

S - Stone 
SA - Sound 

Absorbing 
'l' - Terrazzo 
V - Vinyl 
W - I'lood 
WP - Wood 

Paneling 

Good Condition of surfac~ shows no sign of damage. Continued 
preVentive maintenance is SUfficient to maintain this condition. 

Fair Condition of Surface indicates some damag~. Small 
• cal~ .c~~irs aud corrective maintenance are necessary 
to retard deterioration of condition. 

Poor Condition ot surface indicates severe damage. Large 
scale correctjve maintenance js r~cessary to prevent complete 1086 ot the finish. 

6 Refer to tcctmicaJ l.nfo'l:mat1.on sect _on for furchar explanat10n 
.,"=>==... "l "' 

'4 • " • q - ~ 

(.; 
'--- -- • t ~ 1 ~ a . 

t 

I 

--- -- f •• ~"r,n"" r'--·-§i7 -. ,eT 

Tone: A s~bjective evalualion of the color tone of the room 
based on the follOwing rating sCqle: 

Lr!qht "nd Chg(>rflll Drab and Aush-.'t: 
5 4 J , ] 1 

Paroent (%) or Yindous: The approximate percentage of the 
total wall area of the room which is composed of glass. 

Haight: The floor to ceiling height. 

ACOUSTICS The acceptability of the acoustics of each room is based 
'up-on measurements of ambient noise level (rlbAl. and Upon rev~rberance ~haracteristics· (flutter echo and reverber~tion time).-

Rating E~lanation 

Acc 

Un N 

Un R 

Acceptable:_ Noise level and reverberation time are 
within standards for each room function: fluttgr 
echo is absent or slight. 

Unaccoptable, Noise level exceeds standard or inter
feres With room (unctloll. 

Unacceptab'l!.e. Noticeable- flutter echo or excessive 
reverberation time. -

-JLn NR Unacceptabl~, Botn Un N and Un R 

LIGHTING 

Type: Refers to type of light fixtures In the room. 

I Incandescent 
F Fluorescent IIF - Con~ination incandesc&nt/ 

fluorescent 
LaveZ: lIatlngs of the acceptability of light in the room are 
based upon compari~ons between the measured light levels (in 
footcandles) and the accepted standards of light require~ents 
for the fUnctions performed in the room.* 

Ra tinq Explanation 

Good Light lev,els for all fUnctions of t~e room ~xc6~d 
or equal accepted standards. 

Fair Light leveI- for some functions are standdrd; 
others are substandard. 

Poor Light levels for al~ fUnctions are SUbstandard. 

AIR CONDITIONING The symbols indicate the type of air 
conditioning, if present, in the ro~. 

§Ymhol Explanation 

N No air conditioning present. 

C Central air conditioning. 

W Window air conditioning unite • 
.. ~~,"--.,,, -

R Room air-conditioning unita 

In)W Indicates multiple wir.dow unit~~ (e.g., 3 wind~. 
units would be entered as (3)W. 

...-

""---I ~ '_,."J ~ __ 1 
1!~_~_1 1"'.=,~J "'~~"d !'~~,,-,_J r=~ ~_;I ~"..,.e:"'-'">t~ ?I=_~~c.)- • ~ .. =J H...-J .L-.J L-J lI...-J L...i ~ 

trJ 

I-' 
..."J 

ROOlv1 

I 
/AREA 
- (sq. 

ft. ) 

FINISH 

FLOORS 

ondtn Ht 

I 
LIGHTING I 

ACOU- r-=-=-=~ AIR 
STIeS ITypd Level !COND 

I BASEMENT _ I I I -I I , I 
I _ I ! 

I , - I I 
Custodians' Lounge I ~O I I I I 
Storage #1 \ I 155 

Storage #2 360 

Female Cell Area I 360 1 SEC 1~~11PBR I GOOD 1 21 slpCT 1 FAIR FBR I GOOD 112 ' I UnR I I I POOE IN~ 
Storage #3 385 

Male 
Cell Area 

Boiler Room 

_"e #4 

2nd Session Courtroom 

720 

500 

190 

600 

SEC \2/l1IPBR ce 

PUB 29 J?.P 

GOOD 

FAIR 

2 5 

2 20 

pCT FAIR tpBR GOOD 12' UnR I POOR N 

v GOOD ...2.,P GOOD 14' UnNR F FAIR IN 

14' 

(Superior & Probate) 
IJUry Empanelling 
Room (Sup' r) 32~ PUB 10 pP I GOOD I- 2 20 I V GOOD pP GOOD 114 ' I UnNR IF i FAIR IN 

Probate Judge's Lobby 320 SEC 5 pP I GOOD 3 20 I C GOOD pP 'GOOD Ace F FAIR IN 

Probate Office 
llO. PUB GOOD 3 pP 3 5 F _E.QOR IN C GOOD 14' GOOD ~-P UnN 

Clerk of Courts Office 
..4..5.0. 

PRV pP GOOD 5 IGen'l area (Sup'r) 3 15 C GOOD pP GOOD 14' ACC F FAIR IN 

Clerk of Cts. Off.121 225 SEC 5 pi> GOOD 3 10 C GOOD pP GOOD 14' ACC F GOOD IN 

{Deputy Sheriffs Off" ~40 IpRV I. 41 ~~~J GOO~1. 2 151 V GOOD I pP LGOO~ 114 ' I UnN I F I FAIR l~ 
/ . 

'~-

'"",-,",,--, 

j 

(: 

" 
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Criteria 

Courtrooms, officea, hedring roolr.lI, sccretarial <'!reas, confercnce 
rooms. librctries, lounges and detention facilitie8 Are .ur~eyed for 
all or t~e information in the table on the facinq paqe, 

(squar., footage, type of Access, finish, acoustics, etc.) 

StOrage areas, vaults, machinery areas and custodial rooms are SU~eyed for only the square footage. 

Other areas SUch as closets, restrooms. ele~ators and stairways are not surveyed at all. 

Definitions 
.~ 

AREA Total floor area inClUding Work space, circulat.ion space, an~ storago in square feet. 

ACCESS The' degree to Which public entry into a room is re~tricted. 
SYmbol Explanation 
p~ 

Pry 

Sec 

P~lic: Access is unrestricted to general public. 

Private, Access is partially restricted by means of 
doors, counters, or graphics. 

or locked doors. Secure: Access is restricted by guard, receptionist, 

NUNBER OF USERS The estimated seating capacity of a room for users 
and spectators, based upon current furnishing. 
FINISH 
~ :~~J"':.I: 8 (/of.lt): 

.. :'·J·Jj"l.riJJ 
CO.jOlS 

P - painted AB~ - Asbestos Tilo 
g - glazo~ AP - Acoustic Plaster 
t - textUred AT - ACoustic Tile 

'B - Brick 
nc - BOQkcase 
C - Carpet 
CB - Conr.rete Block 

i.'tMditi::m (C'undtn): 

Rating Explanation 

CX - Cork 
CRT - Ceramic Tile 
CT - Concrete 
G - Glass 
ft - Metal 
P - Plaster 
PR - Paper 

S - Stone 
SA - Sound 

Absorbing 
'1' Terrazzo 
V Vinyl 
IV' - Wood 
WP Wood 

Paneling 

Good 
Condition of surface shows no sign of damage. Continued 
prevontive maintenance is SUfficient to maintain this condition. 

Pair 

Poor 

Condition of lIurface indicates SOllla damaglJ. Small 
scal~ ~cp~irs and corrective mAint~~Anca ere necessary 
to retard deterioration of condition. 

Condition of: SUf:fi!.ce indiCates severe da.'Ilage. Large 
scale corrective malnten~nce is ~acessary to prevent complete 1~!l!1 of the finish. 

• ~sfer to technical 
1nformation sect1cn fo~ fur~her explanat10n r"1 ~~='~l : . 1 .. l .; , ---.. ~ 

~ . , III 
J ~ I ,. 9 II 

~=:_l '''~---T ,~t -"r-_ ~J .... ;1,- ~ :i. l' I' " 

AREA if of WALLS 
(sq. ACC- US-

'~~T'-'P' - -, ... "-7-

To",,: J\ Jll.bjective avaluaLion of tho color tone of t:h~ ro<:>lt\ 
based on tho tollowing r~ting scalo% 

Bright .. n9 GhlJllrfl!l Ot~ lind l\uHHe , t 5 j '} I-

I P"ro<lnt ('!OJ or lr'i"dolJa: Tho .approximato l>orcontaljl) oe tho 

I 

tot!ll wall area of the room Which is compoGnd ot 911\89. 

I/lftght: The floor to ceiling height. 

ACOUSTICS The aCceptability ot tho aeOUaticn of aBeh rOom 1.0 blllled 
'u~on measuroments ot ambiant noiso lovel tdbh), and UP~n rOV~tboranc() shar4ctor18tic& (flutter echo !lnd roverberation t1mo).-

Rating Expl!lnBtion 

Acc 

Un N 

Un R 

Accp.ptable. Noise lovel and ~everbp.ration tlmo atc 
"'1.!:hin standardll for each r<:'om fUnl:tionl flutter acho 19 absent or slight. 

UnAcceptable, Noise lc~cl exceeds' standard or interferes with room function. 

UnAcceptable; Noticeable flutter echo or e~cessive reverberation time. , 

~n NR Un!lCCe~able: Both Un N and Un R< ' 

LIGIITING 

Tupa: Rofers to type of light fixtures in the room. 

I - Incandescent IIp - COmbination incandQsc~ntl 
F - Fluorescent fluorescent 

LC/JaZ: Ratings of the acceptability of light in the L'Oom .:ore 
based upon compari,sons bet.ween the measured light lp.v(,ls (,n 
footcandles) and the accepted standards of li'1ht requir£'ments for the fUnctions performed in the room •• 

.!!e tin.!! 
on Explanation _____ _ 

Light levels for all fUnctions of the :'-OOm ~y.<:,""c.1 
or equal aCCepted standards. 

Go 

f'air 
Light levels for Some functions are standurd; 
others are Substandard. 

Light levels for all fUnctions are substandard, 

AIR CONDITIONING The symbols indicate the type of air 
conditioning, if prosent, in tne roo~. 

eY~~ Explanation 

Poor 

-1 

N 

C 

W 

R 

(n) W 

No air conditioning present. 
Central air conditioning. 

Window ~ir conditioning Units. 

Room air-conditioning unita 

Indicates multiple window un~ts, 
units Would be entered as (3)W. {e.g., 3 \Jind~. 

l 
I 

1 
I 

I 

I 
I 
I 

>', jL ... __ , 
; 

-I(-.~ L-J L-i 'L-J ~ lI-t .. ~, 

. 
FINISH 

FLOORS CEILINGS LIGHTING 
% of ACOU- AIR ROOH ft. ) ESS ERS Mat f:ondtn Tone ~otldtn ~vinc Mat Mat ~ondtn Ht STICS TYPE Level CONe 

Probation Off.#1(8) PUB 3 
pp! 

300 pW GOOD 2 5 C FAIR pP GOOD 14' UnN F GOOD N 

Probation Off.#2 (8) 220 PRV 6 pP! 
125 pW FAIR 2 C FAIR pP GOOD 14' Ace F GOOD N 

Hearing Rm. (8&1:» PUB 29 
560 

pP GOOD 3 20 V FAIR pP GOOD l4' UnN F POOR iN 

Lobby 1120 PUB 39 pP FAIR 2 0 gBR GOOD pP GOOD 14' ACC F POOR N 

Custodian & 190 Information PUB 4 pP GOOD 3 15 V FAIR pP GOOD 14' ACC F FAIR N . 
I 

8ECOND FLOOR 

Court Reporter (8) 145 PRV 2 pP GOOD 3 5 C FAIR pP GOOD 11' ACC F FAIR N 

Judge's Lobby (8) 230 PRV 6 pPj 
Goon 10 . C 

f-- W'P -L. ,GOOD 'OP GOOD 11' ACC F GOOD N 

1-1ain Courtroom (8) 2575 PUB 200 pPI POOR 3· 20 C WP FAIR 
pP/ GOOD 22' pM UnR I POOR N 

Jury Deliberating Rm. 
235 8EC 12 pP GOOD 4 15 V GOOD pP GOOD 11' UnN F GOOD N 

l1~2t {S} 
Jury Deliberating Rm. 235 8EC 12 pP GOOD ,4 15 V GOOD pP GOOD II' Ace F FAIR N 
East (8) - .. -
Lawyer's Room (8) 

280 PUB 6 pI GOOD 3 25 V GOOD pP GOOD II' Ace F GOOD N 

District Attorney (8) 280 PRV 7 pP . GOOD 4 25 e . GOOD pP GOOD 11' Aee F GOOD N 

Law Library 15220 PUB 18 pPI 
~nnn ~ ?t; "'\7 .AT GOOD 22' JHY' p 'PATR IN "Rr' FAIR . 

! 
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' .. 

J 

1 

<: 

" , 
>,,-,,:~ 
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Criteria 
Caurtrooms, o!fices, hearing roo~s, secretarial areas, conference 
rooms. llordries, lounges and detention facilities are surveyed for 
all or the information in the table on the facinq paqe, 
(squar.' footage, type of access, finish, acoustics, etc.) 

Storage areas, vaults, machinery areas and custodial rooms are 
survey~d for only the square footage. 

Other areas such as closets, restrooms, elevators and stairways are 
not surveyed at all. 

Definitions 
AREA Total floor area including work space, circulation s~Aca, and 

. storago in square feet. 

ACCESS The degree to which public entry into a room i8 restricted. 

Symbol Explanation 

Pub Public: Access is unrestricted to general public. 

Prv Private: Access is partially restricted by means of 
doors, counters, or graphica. 

Sec Secure: Access is restricted by guard, receptionist, 
or locked doors. 

NmlBER OF USERS The estimated seating capacity of a room for users 
and spectators, based upon current furnishing. 

FINISH 
(;.::!'&-)·: .. 1.~8 (:.!~lt): 

:I:,z/izad C01033 

p - painted AB'£ - Asbestos Tile CS - Cork S - Stone 
'1 - qlaza.:i AP - Acoustic Plaster CRT - Ceramic Tile SA - Sound 
I:. - textured AT - Acoustic Tile CT - Concrete Absorbing 

'B - Brick G - Glass T - Terrazzo 
BC - Bookcase M - M<>t~l V - Vinyl 
C - carpel:. P - Plaster W - Wood 
CB Concrete Block PR - Paper WP - Wood 

COllaition (Cundtn): 
Paneling 

Rating Explanation 

Good 

Pair 

Poor 

Condition of s~rface shows no sign of damage. Continued 
preventive maintenance is sufficient to maintain this 
condition. 

Condition of surface indicates sorno damago. Smnll 
scal~ ~~~~irs and corrective maintenance are necessary 
~ retard deterioration of condition. 

Condition ot surface indicates savere damage. Large 
scale corrective maint~nance is pacessary to prevent 
complete 10611 of the finish. 

II Refer to technical l.nformatiofl llcctl.~n fot fur~her explanatl.on 

t 
I 

·l 1 ... ... .. ""." 'C'1 '1(,~, ... , ,,~ .--,'\ 

'. I ... ... ... ... .. I 

- ~- -- f •• ~"?l"'" r" -'" .. '"'r 

Ton&: A 6ubjective evaluaLion of the color tone of the room 
based gn the following rating 8cale1 

Bright and._~Mer£u1. Drab and Aust~re 
5 4 l 7- 1 

Psrcent (~) or Vindou3: The approximate percentage of the 
tota1 wall area of the room which is composed of glass. 

lIaigh t: The floor to ceiling height. 

ACOUSTICS The acceptability of the acoustics of each room is based 
.u~on measurements of ambient. noise level (nbA). and up0n rev~rberance 

sharacteristics (flutter ~cho and ~evarberation time).-

Rating Explanation 

hcc Acceptnbl~t Noise level and reverberntion time are 
wlthin standards for each room functl.on: flutter 
echo is nbsent or slight: • 

Un N Unacceptable: Noise level exceeds standard or inter
feres wlth room function. 

Un R' Unacceptable: Notlceab1e flutter echo or excessive 
reverberation time. 

U!,~ Unacceptable: Both Un N and Un R 

LIGHTING 
Type: Rofers to type of light fixtures in the room. 

I Incandescent 
F Fluorescent 

I/F - Combination incandescent/ 
fluorescen t 

Lcuet: Ratings of the acceptability of light in the room are 
based upon comparisons between the moasured light levels (in 
footcandles) and the accepted standa~ds of li'lht requirements 
for the functions performed in the room.* 

Rating Ex~lanatlon 

Good Light levels for all functions of the rOvm ~xc~~d 
or equal accepted standards. 

Fair 

Poor 

Light levels for some functions are standard: 
others are substandard. 
Light levels for all functions are SUbstandard. 

AIR CONDITIONING The symbols indicate the type of air 
conditioning, if present, in the ro~. 

Symbol Explanation 

N No air conditioning present. 
c Central air conditioning. 
W Windgw air conditioning units. 

R 

In)li 

Room air-conditioning units 

Indicates multiple window un~~s, (e.g., 3 window 
units would be entered as (l)W. 
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FINISH 

AREA iF of WALLS FLOOl{S CEILINGS LIGHTING 
(sq. ACC- US- % of ,....... l\.COU-· I' AIR, 

ROOM ft.) ESS :ERS Mat~ondtn ToneWincMat ~oLldtn Mb.t. ondtn Ht STICS Type Level CONO' 

THIRD FLOOR '~.~-----+---4----~~~ 
pP/ J 

Pre-trial Servo #1 (west) ~60 PRV 3 pP FAIR . 2 25 W FAIR oM GOOD 12' ACC I FAT'R .N 

I pP/ 
Pre-trial Servo #2 (mid.) 455 PUB 14 oP POOR 2 20. W FAIR oM GOOD 12 I ACC rF GQQ.Q. N 

'pP,1 
Pre-trial Serv.#3(est) 360 PUB 3 pP POOR 2 25 W FAIR pM GOOD 12' ACC I FA~R N 

. Jury Poo]: West(S) 220 PRV 29 pP FAIR 3 20 V GOOD ~~/GOOD 12' UnN P PZlTP \'1""''''' 
Jury Pool East (S) 220 PRV 16 pP FAIR 3 20 V GOOD ~~/ GOOD 12 I ACC F FAIR N. 
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Main 
Sup. 

JUDGE 

Can the Judge see the entire courtroom? Yes 

Can the Judge hear the Witnesses clearly? Yes 
; 

Can the Judge hear the Attorneys clearly?* Yes 

Is the Judge's lobby adjacent .::1;9 the No courtroom? 

Is there a bathroom in the Judge's lobby? Yes 

Is the Judge's lobby private? Yes 
. 

Is the Jud~'s lobby secure? No 

JURY 
What size jury can the courtroom 
accomodate? 12 

APbroximately how far are jurors from 30' 'pu lic? 
Approximately how fClr are jurors from 
litiqants? 20' 

Can the Jurors see Nitnesses at full 
face? Yes 

Can the Jurors see the Judge at full face? Yes 

Can the Jurors see the Prosecutor & Yes Defense Attornev?* 
Are JuroL's on same side of Judge as 
Witnesses? Yes 

Can the Jurors hear Attorn~ys clearly?* Yes 

WITNESSES 

Can Nitnesses see Judge & Attorneys? Yes 

Does the Witness Box have a microphone? No 

ATTORNEYS 

Can Attorneys see the Jury? Yes 

Can Attorneys hear the Judge clearly? Yes 

* ~vhen Attorneys are in their usual locations 

B-2l 

2nd 
Sessio 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No . 
Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

12 

20' 

10 ' 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
, 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

He~r-l ' lng 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

No jury 

Yes 

No 

Yes 
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Main 2nd' 'Hear-

Sup. Session ing 
, .-
IATTORNEYS (continued) 
I 
I 

lean Attorneys hear the Witnesses clearly? Yes Yes Yes 

:Approximatel~ how far is the defendant 5' Adj. • 5' from counsel. 
Are Lawyer conferenc~ conveniently 

I 

rooms No No No 
located? 

• I '1 
.1 

'w 1 ,!J 
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ICOURT OFFICERS 
;00 Court Officers have a des~gnated Yes Yes Yes 
!olace in courtroom? 
iAre they near enough to defendant to 

.. 

I No No Yes 
Irestrain him? 
lIs there a Court Officer located between 

Yf.:lS No Jury & public? 
,IS a Court Officer located so that he can No Yes Yes 

rotect Judae? 

r, 

f , I 

Ii I 

i ! I 
I I 

-~, PROBATION OFFICERS 

;; lIS there a space tor t.he Probat~on 
Yes Yes Yes Officer and his records? , 

DEFENDANT 
,... I .... 

Can the Defendant hear the Judge clearly? Yes Yes '. Yes . I 
"'r 

Can the Defendant hear the Attorneys Yes Yes Yes 
clearly?* 
Can the Defendant hear 
;cle~rlv? 

the Witnesses No Yes Yes 

GENERAL 

Is there an alarm system? No No No I 
-.r.rt .. 'toi 

Does the courtroom have a blackboard? Yes Yes No 

·"1 ,." 

i 

Can the courtroom be darkened fo.r visual 
Yes Yes 

aids? Yes 

-, 
" 
i ~ 

-'1 " ~~ ,. 

I 
,...1 -" 

I 

] 
.. ; 

I; 

lIS there a clock? 
! 

Yes~ No Yes 

I 
,PUBLIC 
I 

. 

lIs the Public seating comfortable? No Yes Yes 
, 

Y~ In the sit in the public area? No Yes ! oes press _. 
, I' 
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

MAIN COURTROOM 

This is a very large courtroom. There are fireplaces 

on either side and a small dome in the ceiling: The 

public seatinq is very uncomfortable. 

SECOt-tD SESSION 

This room was not originally intended to be used as a 

Superior Courtroom. It is very small; because of its layout 

there is virtually no public seating. The jury box consists 

of twelve seats behind a temporary bar. This room also has 

a fireplace. This courtroom is also used by the Probate Court. 

HEARING ROOM 

This room is similar to the second session. However, t0e 

furniture is arranged differently, accommodating some 

public seating. Again, there is a fireplace. The Probate 

Court uses this room when there is a double Superior Court 

session. It was originally the Grand Jury Room. 
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hCOCSTICS 

I~I '. ~~ ~~~RH IS b~~kqtound noisel that is, an averaq~ 
noae: lc:vcl attributed to sources such os 'ilir rushillq 
chrough ventilators. outside street traffic noise, 
.oourc5cant balasl: hum, and others. 

Th. no~se le'~l, for this stUdy, was measured in 
dc,clbels on il1 A-wt'ightl.'d scale (dSA units). 1'he A
weighted sca'~ compensates Ear hU~J~ heariro; defi
ci~~ci~s by adjusting the sound lcvels at each end of 
che audible frequcncy spectrum, For a detailed explan
ation of acoustic measurement, pleas~ refer to So~~d 
C~~:r~~ ~?~ctruction". For comoalison, a table of 
typical noise levels and optimum background sound 
levels follows."" 

SourceLRoom Level (dBA) 

TJ';:ical Aircraft (near plane) 140 
Person shouting 30 
Average conversation 50 

Opt:irnum Conference room 35 
Private oU.ices ,35 45 
Large general of fices 45 
Stenographic offices 50 - 60 
Courtroom 35 - 4S 

Field meaSUI'ements were made with either of tIJO Bruel 
& Kjaer sound level meters, model • • 2203 or 02206. 
These are equipped with microFhon~s which are nearly , 
omnidirectional. The,frequency response for the 
.2206 is 4Hz to 16KHz (: 2dB). The frequencv response 
specifications for the 12203 are quite lengthy. 
(Ins~ructlon mnnual has specifics). 

.. ~" ~ :"7' ! .'no occurs when a sound wave bounces 
cuntlnually between twu parallel, acoustically reflec
tive sur!aces. The magnitude of the lIound has tp be 
~t ~n ~udi~le lovel. and tho time between bounces must 
be great enough to make the noises distinguishable as 
scpnrate sounds. Flutter echo usually sounds like 8 
Beri~s of short pings, 

To estimate flutter echo, a researcher claos his hands, 
produc1ng an impulse sound, and then listens for it~ 
nreseflce. 

~,;vc7'bc"lCio" time is the duratio:1 of sound reflection 
In a space. It is defined as the time (in seconds) 
after a c('nstant noise source cei1S"'S, that it takes 
for thL original sound pressure lp.vel to decrease by 
onn thousand (60 dB), The presence of flutter echo 
and reverber~tion times in thin study were estimated 

To est:matc the reverberation time, a researcher coughs, 
producing a loud sound, and then listens for the rate of 
decay of the cough. 

·sou"a Control Construction, Second edition, prepared 
by the United States Gypsum Co" Chicago, Illinois 1972. 

"·So~nd C'~tr~l Conntruction. except for the courtroom 
data, WhiCh 101115 obtained from Mr, Robert NeWT"'an, 
Profc5Lor of Architecture, MasSilchu~ett3 Institutc of 
TuC'hnolo')y 

"·1 UU:"'inati:tq ,n<;inoeri:1I1 Socint.y, n.': 
~':.;:"',::; u:-. ib.)~k, '11)'" York: :lcGr.lw-lIill, ~964 

, 

LIGHTING 

The ra ti n<'~ for Ugh tlng accc:ptalJi li ty arc t..osed upon 
the acceptd standards of lighe intensity as li!ltlld 
1n 16':; (IlLu'1i.xation l.nginael'in1 SoaiatyJ 114Itdbook ..... 
These standards provide a'comprohensive listing of the 
l~vcls ot light required for a multitude of tasks. 

The standards specify required light levels in foot 
candles. (On~ foot candle is defined as the intensity 
of tha ·light produt~ed by one candle at a distance of 
one foot). For a given light source, the intenSity 

'of the emitted light is inversely proportional to the 
square of th~ distance between the source and the point 
of measurem~nt; for examp~et if the intensity of a 
li9ht source was measured as being 400 foo,tcandles at 
a distance of one foot, at a distance of two feet, the 
intensity would drop to 100 footcandles. For this 
reason, the lighting standArd2 refer to light intenSity 
at the work surface, The,fcillowing table o'f light , 
requirements, Which is representative of court 
activities, 'is an exl".ro'lct of a. mox:e exhaustive listing 
1n the,IES b'andbook • •• ~ ,. 

.Room 

courtrooms 

Library 

Conference 
Room 

Offices 
(Accol}l1ting) 

Offices, 
(Ge!leral) 

Police 

Function· 

seating area 
court activity area 

Required 
,l:i<;ht 

(FbotcancUes) 

30' 
70 

reao;ng printed m~ter!al 30 
stUdy and note taking 79 

interviewing 30 

auditing, tabulating, " 150 
bookkeeping, business -
machine operation, computer 
operation 

Reading poor reproduc- 150 
tions, business machine 
operation, computer 
oper:1Itioll 

Reading handwriting in: 100 
hard pencil or on poor, 
paper, reading fnir repro-
ductions (" 

Reading high contrast or 
well printed materials. 

Jail cells 

30 

30 

Fi7ld measu:ement:s are made with GE 213 light meter. 
T~lS meter. 1S color and cosine corrected to give a 
llnaar l'esponse (accuracy ±lS). 

Light int7"s~~y is n~t the only factor affectin 

:~i~!~l~~~~~~~ ~!7~c~~~m~on~f~i~~;)1~~~ta (~~!!Jht, 
hars~linh~~e llghtl~g level of a room. Gla~e from 
of the g ~g can h~der the abilitv of the occup~~ts 

n' roon a rend ana record infor~ation. These 
~g~~~ions, as wall as othar factors affE'cting the 

lng, such as spacial deficiencies or annoy~ces 
are noted When pertinant. ' 

.' 

-.. ~ ... ~ ... -- -...... 

7 ; 

it ] 
",It ] This section contains a table of acoustical and lighting 

measurements on selected rooms in the courthouse. When further 
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explanation is needed. additl.·onal i . comments w 11 follow thE' table. 

ACOUSTICS LIGHTING LEVELS 
(ft. candles) 

l.rea 
':ourtroom 

d Session 
up '. r ,-B.rob l 46 ABS EXC 21 22 50 25 31 MOD 

aripg Room 48 ABS ACC 17 18 19 18 MOD 
up'r,Prob) 

in Court- 34 ABS EXC 15 7 5 150 10 MIN 
om (Sup'r) 

Ace = Acceptable SLI = Sliqht MIN = Minimal 

EXC = Excessive ABS = Absent MOD = Moderate 

NOT = Noticeable PRO = Profuse 
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

MAIN SUPE;RIOR 

Aconstics Mt;asurements were taken with all windows and 

doors closed, providing the optimally low ambient level 

reading. Usually these ideal conditions do not exist: 

windows are opened, doorways are in use, and people 

stand outside the courtroom. When this is the case, the 

ambient level rises and, in conjunction with the relative

ly poor reverberant characteristics, makes hearing diffi-

cult in the courtroom. 

Lighting Lighting is supplied basically by a 3x6 matrix 

of incandescent fixtures. The clerk's and judge's benches 

have supplementary luminaires with fluorescent and incan-

descent fixtures respectively. Readings were taken with 

these lamps on. 

SECOND SESSION 

Acoustics The room acoustics are fair. There is some 

reverberation, however. Ambient noise from the street 

and the corridor is high. 
"- ~ .. 

Lighting The room is equippped with tw6--hanging fluorescent 

fixtures. The lighting levels are poor, except over the jury 

box, which receives natural light from the windows. 
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS, CONTINUED 

HEARING ROON 

Acoustics The room acoustics are good, but once again 

the noise from the street is too great when the windows 

are left open. 

Lighting The lighting is the same as for the second 

session, but the levels are very poor because it does 

not receive so much natural light. 
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THE SUPERIOR COURT IN BRI STOL COUNTY 
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The Superior Court sits in three locations in 

Bristol County : Taunton, New Bedford and Fall River. 

The Taunton Courthouse is a massive granite structure 

built in 1890. The facility is in poor condition. 

The major deficiency in the building is the lack of 

sufficient space for record storage, for court sessions, 

for jury deliberation, and for conferences between lawyers 

and clients. Records for the entire county are stored in 

a non-secure and non-fireproof area which is filled to 

capacity. Records and papers are transported by car to 

the other locations for their respective sessions and 

returned to Taunton. 

The jury facilities are limited in size, inconvenient 

and hazardous. Their third floor location has only one 

means of egress which consists of a set of very narrow 

and steep stairways. 
. 

Like many buildings of comparable age and type, the 

Taunton Courthouse has generally substandard lighting, 

especially in the courtrooms. Many rooms are unacceptable 

acoustically as well. While the structure is sound and well-

maintained, the very nature of its massive construction 

makes repairs or remodelling prohibitively expen" ~ Vt=>. 

C-2 

. '''l:/t 
~ , , 

I t 

Ii' I 
i' 

I ' 

,. 

,I 
I 



I 
~ 

,"> ' 

" "---....--:.~----~-

] 

] 

] 

] 

] 

1 -
1 -
-
-
-

'-

''''~'~. 
i· 
,(, 

,.", .. J 

~.~. '-. -.: . ,....,. 

....... -
';- -

- ....... -

:"q . I 
'~ rr 

- ~ • __ -_--1 
':-~ 

' .... 
'; 

C-3 

" 



~] 
~ I) 

J 

.... -, 

f: 

I' 

-, ' 

_. 

: 
~, 

I 
.;>;J 

_. ..., 
\1 

" 
, 

l.>-~ 

1 
',.jj 

r ! I' 

L ~ 

-r 

L Ii .oJ 

C-4 



v 

, 
~ 

.. 
'\" 

J 
] 

] 

J 
] 

i 1 ,",~ --:t:: ... 

f""- ~ 

fl 
i; 

w"'!' ... 

j 

ARCHITECTURE 

Description The courthouse is a three-story rough-cut 

granite block Florentine structure. Two circular elements 

stand at the front corners, while the remainder of the 

building is capped by a steep hip roof of copper. In the 

center is a huge domed tower r standing fully twice as high 

as the rest of the structure. The dome is also finished 

in copper. The tower is richly embellished with stone 

columns and arches. The copper roofs have tarnished 

to a bright green, offsetting the gray of the granite 

, t 

I 

blocks.' 

Distinguishing Architectural Characteristics This is 

a very solidly-built structure. The walls, both interior 

and exterior, and the floors ,are extremely thick. 'I'his makes 

the building quite. inflexible and highly unsuitable for 

renova-cion. 

COMMUNITY SERVED, NEIGHBORHOOD, TRANSPORTATION 

Pop1.:lation The Superior Court in Taunton serves the 

communities of Bristol County, the population of which 

is 444,301 (U.S. 1970 Census). 

Neighborhood The courthouse is located in dO'wntown 

Taunton, on Taunton Green., Surrounding it are numerous 

commercial concerns, the post office, and the D.istrict 

and probate courthouses. 
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P~lblic Transportation Local city buses serve the court. 

There is irregular bus service to Fall River but none to 

the other cities in Bristol County. 

Parking There are 25 parking spaces reserved for the court 

staff, the Registry of Deeds, and the Probate and District 

courts. Public parking is unreserved and by meters in and 

around Taunton. 

... .. 
COURTHOUSE FUNCTIONS 

Schedule of Operation The schedule of court cases in 

the Superior Court follows. 

February - March Civil Jury Session 
May, September, 

December Jury Waived Civil 
Criminal sessions are held in New Bedford . 

Space for Non- Court Personnel The offices of the County 

Commissioner and the County Tn:!asurer are located in the 

courthouse . 

Security Deputy Sheriffs are used as needed as court 

officers. Cells are not used, as no criminal sessions 

are held in Taunton. 

Public Address System There is no public address system 

in the building. 

Tape Recording A court stenographer is present. 

Visual Aids The court provides a fluoroscope for the 

displaying of x-rays. 

Use of Graphics There is no directory at the main entrance 

to the building. Most rooms are labeled, although directional signs 
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are not of standard design. There are no exit 

graphics. 

Rest Rooms The women's public rest room is located on 

the first floor, and the men's room is in the basement. 

Neither is immediately visible, and the men's room is 

especially inconvenient to the courtrooms. 

STRUCTURE 

Qualitative comments included in this section,excep't 

where noted otherwise, were obtained from Mr. Paul 

Cotter, Head Custodian. 

Structural System_ The building is constructed of masonry 

bearing walls, with iron and masonry vaulted floors.There 

has been some roof leakage; some repairs were made during 

~974 although extensive water damage is still visible 

in th8 second session courtroom. The structure is i~ 

good condition. 

Air Conditioning There are individual room air condition-

ing units in the Clerk's and Treasurer's offices. 

H(=~ting Heating is provided by a steam system, with t:wo 

oil burnerA.' An engineer and-two firemen operate the two 

high pressure boilers. The heating system serves the Super

ior, Probate and District eDurthouses; the system is 

adequ~te and in good condition. 

Plumbing The plumbing fixtures are old, but adequate. 

Electrical Slstem The electrical system is presently 

adequate (It would become inadequate if more air conditioning 

were added. ) 
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Fire Protection and Detection Our researchers noted 

that the building has no fire detection equipment or 

pull alarms. It is equipped with battery-powered emer

gency safety lighting.There are twelve fire extinguishers 

in the building, but the research team noted that few 

are prominently placed or easily located. Theie-are also 

fire hoses in the basement area. 

The means of egress from the third floor level 

consists of narrow and steep stairways which would 

probably fill with smoke if there were a fire in 

the building. 

Storage All records for the County are stored here. 

Records are transported by car to Fall River and New 

Bedford for sessions and then returned. The research 

team noted that the storage space is inadequate and 

not fireproof. 

Building Characteristics There are no conference rooms 

in the building. The jury facilities are inadequate. 

The jury rooms are on the third floor and the courtrooms 

are on the second floor. Since there are no elevators, 

this necessitates a large amount of stair-climbing. 

In addition, emergency escape from the jury area is 

d~.,Zicult and unsafe (see "Fire Protection and Detection"). 
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OPERATING AND MAINTENANCE COSTS 

The followirrg inPormation on costs was obtained from the 

Bureau of Accounting of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

These are actual costs for the year 1973. 

Telephone 
Power, Heat, Light 
General Maintenance 

& Repair 
Fuel Oil 
Water 

C-9 

$ 272.77 
2,001.92 

3,712.82 
6,400.16 

118.68 
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KEY: FIRST FLOOR 

1. Clerk of Court Secretary 
2. Assistant Clerk #1 
3. Assistant Clerk #2 
4. Clerk of Court 
5. Treasurer's Retirement Section 
6. Chief Probatibn Officer (Suplr) 
7. Probation Officer Secretary 
8. County Treasurer Secretary 
9. County Treasu~er 
lO.Vault 
11.Hearing Room/Grand Jury 
l2.Probation Officer (Sup'r) 
13.Waiting Room 
14. County Conunissioner 
lS.County Commissioner 
l6.Custodians ' Room 
17.Clerk ' s Vault 
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KEY: SECOND FLOOR 

1. Judge's Lobby 
2. Lawyer's Room 
3. Second Session Courtroom 
4. Court Reporter 
5. County Commissioner 
6. Law Library 
7. Juvenile Court Secretary 
8. District Attorney 
9. District Attorney 
10.Superior Courtroom 
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1. Jury Room Women 
2. Jury Room Men 
3. Judge's Office & Library 
4. storage #1 
5. storage #2 'f Jl 1 j 

6. storage #3 
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Criteria 

Courtrooms, offices, hearing rov~,s, secretla-ial areas, conference 
ro~ms, libraries, lounges and detention facilities are surveyed for 
all G't t'le information in the table on the fucinq paqe, 
(squar~ footage, type of access, finish, aCQustics, etc.) 

Storage areas, vaults, machinery areas and custodial rooms are 
survey<'!o ror only the square footage. 

Other areas such as closets, restrooms, elevators and stairways are 
not surveyed at all. 

Definitions 
ARE;;. '."otal floor area including work space

l 
circulation space

l 
ane 

. storago in square feet. 

,'CCESS The degree to which public entry into a room is restricted. 

~mbol Explanation 

Pub 

Prv 

Sec 

Public: Access is unrestricted to general public. 

l'rivate: Access is partially restricted by menna ot 
~oors, counters, or graphics. 

Secllre: Access is restricted by guard, receptionist I 
or locked doors. 

lW~IBER OF usr:ns 'rhe estimated seating capacity of a room for users 
and spectators, based upon current furnishing. 

FINISH 
~.pr.::8 (."!~tt): 

:-"1 ~j'l.r~d Codes 

p - painted 
g - g13zell 

ABT - Asbestos Tile CX - Cork 

----, ~'~'"??"'~.-p' -- -' .. -'~T 

To",,: A SUbjective evalualion of the ca,lor tone of the rOOM 
based on the following rating scale. 

briqht and Cheerflll D::ab and AUSI.f.,r", 
5 4 J 2 r 

Parcent (S) of WindoW3: The approximate percentage of the 
total wall area of the room which is composed of glass. 

lIoigh t: Tho floor to ceiling height. 

ACOUSTICS The acceptability of the acoustics of each room is based 
'URon measurements of ambient noise level (ribA), and U~Qn revcrberance 

characteristics (flutter echo and reverberation time),-

Rating Explanation 

Acc 

Un N 

Acceptable~ Noise level and reverberation time are 
within standards for each room function; flutter 
echo is absent or slight. 

Unacceptablet Noise level exceeds standard or inte~
feres with room function. 

Un R Unacceptable: Noticeable flutter echo or excessive 
reverberation time. 

Un NR Unac~eptohle: Both Un N and Un R 

LIGHTING 
7'ype: Refers to type of light fixtures in the room. 

I - Incandescent 
F F.luorescent I/P - Combination incandescent/ 

fluorescent 
Lc~et: Ratings of the acceptability of light in the rOOm ure 
based upon compari·sonl; between the measured light lev(;ls (in 
footcandles) and the 'ccepted standards of light reqUirements 
for the functions perf~r.med in the room.* 

Rating Explanation 

or-

.:; i t - textured 
AP - Acoustic Plaster 
AT - Acoustic Tile CRT - Ceramic Tile 

C'l' - Concrete 

S Stone 
SA - Sound 

Absorbing 
'1' - Terrazzo 

Good Li",ht ievels for all fUnctions of the room (!xc(;ed 
or equal accepted standards. 

B - Brick 
DC - Bookcase 
C - Carpet 
CB - Concrete Block 

G - Glass 
11 - Metal 
P - Plaster 
PR - Paper 

V Vinyl 
W l~ood 
WP - Hood 

C;o!lditton (Cundtl1): Paneling 

Rating Explanation 

Good Condition of surface shows no sign of damage. Continued 
preventive lnaintcnance is sufficient to maintain this 
condition. 

Fair 

Poor 

Condition of surface indicates soma damag~. Small 
scal~ ·~V4irs and corrective maintenance are necessary 
to retard deterioration of condition. 

Fair Light levels for .some functions are standdrd; 
others are substandard. 

Poor Light levels for all functions are substandard. 

AIR CONDITIONING The symbols indicate the type of air 
conditioning, if present, in the rooo. 

Symbol Explanation 

N No air conditioning present. 
e Central air coriditioning. 
W Window air conditioning units. 

R Room air-conditioning units 

I 
I 

f 

., (n)W Indicates multiple window units, (e.g., 3 window 
Condition of surface indicl1tes severe damage. Large Units would be entered as (3}W. 
scale correotive maint~n~nce is ~ece~sary to prevent I' complete loss of the hOlSh. 

* Refer to technical ~nforrnation sect~cn for fur~her explanat10n 

,=r . 1"="'1 f~·"~··''''·· I i 1 ( .. , I' r--=r - .. - - ..... --- - - --
L,,_ ~ .... _...l:i ..... _ .......... J .L., ... _' .... _ ...... J._ •• ~ "~,-J t '" ,Jt J~ •• " .. ~ t><- ~-, ,~,~ t." ,}i 

. t !.. 
~ ~-' -

r f 1 ; 

Ji."~ll ~ ILp""~), ~~=J It--.J I\.~ l .J. ~ .~ ~ 

FINISH 

AREA # of WALLS FLOORS CEILINGS I LIGHTING I 
(sq. ACC- US- % of ACOU- I . I AIR 

I ROOM I ft.) ESS ERS Matpondtn ToneNincMat ~ondtn Matf:ondtn Ht STICS Ty;:. ;.v.f2ve 1 iCO~ml 
I FI'RST FLOOR I 

PUB'/ pPI 
Clerk of Ct. Seely 

Ass't Clerk #1 

I Ass' t Clerk #2 
! 

Clerk of Court 

Treasurer's Retire
ment Section 

C. P.O. (Spp.) 

1290 PRV 22 wp I GOOD \3 10 V IGOOD lop GOOD 1121 ACC IF FATH IN 

1451 PRV 
WI 

61-op I GOOD 14 30 .C I GOOD IAT GOOD Ill' UnN IF ~oon IN 

951PRV 
WI 

21pp I GOOD 12 20 ACC IF GOOD !N C IGOOD IpP GOOD 112' 

4551PRV IWI 
5 pP I GOOD I 2 5 C IGOOD IpP GOOD 112' ACC II GOOD IN 

2051PUB 4 IpP I FAIR I 3 I 5 I V I GOOD Ipp 1 FAIR 112 I I ACC iF I FAIR I N 

(1 
\' 
~ IP.O. Seely e;. I ,....,p GOOD 

205\ :~:i 3\
JP1 :~OD 14 1 5 1 V IGOOD ~P 1 GOOD 112 ' I unN~1 GOOD IN 

480 PP"\7 3 5 V IGOOD lop l<' 1\ T 'D I 1\1. ~oon 11?' I ACC iI;t 

County Treas. Seely 
.~-------------------

160 I PUB 10 pP POOR 3 10 V GOOD IPP POOR 112' Ace FATR IN. 

County Treasurer 160lPRV 3 pP FAIR 3 20 v GOOD jpP GOOD 12' UnN b= FAIR IN 

Vault 810lSEC 

N 
P.O. (Sup.) 170, PRV 3 GOOD 3 

FAIR IN 

20 V GOOD 12' pP GOOD ACC I FAIR 

I Hearing RmoGrandJury . 8851pUB 1 45 1 :~ I GOOD 13 110 I V IGOOD rp I GOOD; 112 ' I UnR r I 
pP 

WaiEing Room 240' PUB WI 
nl2. 

5 
r::()()n 3 o IGOOD I POOR nP 121 GOOD ACC V IN 

-r-

County Commissioner 
~1 1.0 

<:> 

County Commissioner 95 

Custodians' Room 365 1PUB 61pP GOOD 3 5 V GOOD pP GOOD 12' UnN I POOR IN 

'_ .-It.. ~> .: .. : 
''"-

1 

<: 
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Criteria 
Courtrooms, offices, hearing rOOffiS, secretarial areas, conference 
rooms, libr4ries, lounges and detention facilities are surveyed for 
all c.i t!\e information in the cable on the facinq paqe, 

(squar.> footage, type of access, finish, acoustics, etc.) 

Scorage areas, vaults, machinery areas and custodial rooms are 
surveyed for only the square footage. 

Other areas such as closets, restrooms, elevators and stairways are 
not surveyed at all. 

Definitions 
AREA Total floor area including work ,space, circulation space, and 

. stora\J" in SqU«C,1 feet. 

ACCESS The degree to which pubiic entry into a room is restricted. 

§J:!!lbol Explanation 

Pub Pubiic: Access is unrestricted to general public. 

Prv Private: Access is partially restricted by menns of 
doors, counters, or graphics. 

Sec Secure: Access is restricted by guard, receptionist, 
or locked doors. 

mmBER OF USeRS The estimated seating capacity of a room for users 
and spectators, based upon current furnishing. 

FINISH 
X:~c:.!·:·11:8 (."!at): 

;:1.:li.rilo Coles 

p - painted ABT - Asbestos Tile CK 
g - glazeu AP - Acoustic Plaster CR!' 
t - textured M - Acoustic Tile CT 

, B - Brick G 
DC - Bookcase M 
C - Carpet P 
CB Concrete Block PR 

c;o,:dition (CundtnJ: 

Rating Explanation 

- Cork 
- Ceramic Tile 
- Concrete 
- Glass 
- Metal 
- Plaster 
- Paper 

S - Stone 
SA - Sound 

Absorbing 
'1' - Terrazzo 
V - Vinyl 
W - Wood 
WP - Wood 

Paneling 

Good Condition of surface shows no sign of d~~ge. Continued 
preventive maintenance is sufficient to maintain this 
condition. 

Fair Condition of surface indicates some damago. Small 
Bcal~ ~~p~irs and corrective maintenance are necesGary 
to retard deterioration of condition. 

poor Condition ot surface indic ... t.es severe damage. Large 
scale corrective maint~n~nce 1s ~dce~sary to prevent 
complete los!! of the finlsh. 

* Refer to ~echnical ~nformation sect~on fo~ fur~her explanat~on 

'J\TlE'J\ 4/: of NALLS I~n 11-

ACC- US-

t 
I 

. --.~ TT- 'po . ,-.' " ,C';-

Tone: A subjective evaluaLion of the color tone of the room 
based on the following rating scale: 

Bright.-'!..ncLCheerful Drab and Aust~re 
5 4 3 ;{ 1 

Paro~nt (~J of Windows: The approximate percentage of tha 
total wall area of t~!! room which is camp,Qsed of 91ass. 

lJeigh t: The [loor to ceiling heigh t. 

ACOUSTICS The acceptability of the acoustics of each room is based 
, up.on measurements of ambient noise level (elbA). and UP(Jn reverberance 

c;haracteristics (flutter echo and reverberation time).-

Rating Explanation 

Ace Acceptable: Noise level and reverberation time are 
wJthin standardu for each room fUnction: flutter 
ocho i6 abs~nt or alight. 

Un N Unacceptable I Noise level excoeds star":],,rd or intor
feres with room (unction. 

Un R Unacceptable: Noticeable flutter echo or excessive 
reverberation time. 

U~ NR Unacceetahle: Both Un N and Un R 

LIGHTING 
Type: Refers to type of light fixtures in the room. 

I - Incandescent I/F - Combination incandesc~nt/ 
F - Fluorescent fluorescent 

Lepel: Ratin9s of the acceptability of light in the room are 
based upon compari.,sons between the measured light levels (In 
footcandles) and the accepted standards of li~ht requirenonts 
for the functions performed in the room.· 

Rating Exelanatlon _____ __ 

Good Light levelS tor all functions of the room "xc"ed 
or equal accepted standards~ 

Fair Light levels for some functions are stand"rd. 
others are substandard. 

Poor Light levels for all functions are subscandard. 

AIR CONDITIONING The symbols indicate the type of air 
conditioning, if present, in the roo~. 

S~mbo~ Explanation 

N 

C 

N 

R 

(n)I'1 

FINISH 

No ai+ conditioning present. 

Central air conditioning. 

Window air conditioning units. 

Room air-conditioning units 

Indicates multiple wir.dow units, (e.g., 3 window 
units would be entered as (3)W. 

FLOORS CEILINGS LIGHTING 
ACOU-I (sq. % of I 

ROO~ ft. ) ESS ERS Mat:=ondtn Tone Nine. Mat Coudtn Mat/2ondtn Ht STICS TYEcc Level 

Clerk's Vault SEC • 
1050 i 

SECOND FLOOR 

Judge's Lobby 250 SEC 8 pP GOOD 4 10 C GOOD pP GOOD 12' ACC I GOOD 

Lawyer~s Room 
335 PRV 5 pP GOOD 4 30 V FAIR pP GOOD 12' UnN I GOOD 

2nd Session Courtroom 1055 PUB 43 pP POOR 3 40 W FAIR pP GOOD 30' UnN I POOR -
Court Reporter 215 PRV 5 pP GOOD 3 10 V GOOb pP GOOD 12' ACC I GOOD 

County Commissioner 180 PUB 5 pP GOOD 3 10 V GOOD pP GOOD 12' ACe F FAIR 

Law Library 1800 PUB 9 pP (sOOD 2 30 V GOOD pP FAIR 30' ACC I FAIR 
I--

Juv. Court Seely 250 PUB 6 pP GOOD 3, 20 W FAIR pP GOOD 121 ACC I FAIR 

D.A. 225 PRV 2 pP GOOD 3 15 W FAIR pP GOOD 12' ACC I FAIR 

D.A. 290 PRV 5 pP GOOD 4 25 W FAIR pP GOOD 12' ACC I GOOD , 

Superior Courtroom 2760 PUB 225 pP GOOD 3 25 V 
WI 

~OOD uP ~OOD 10' n.r;-' T DorYD 

\' ... ~ 
.,' 

THIRD FLOOR . 
Jury Room Women 140 SEC 5 pP GOOD 3 25 V FAIR pP GOOD 13' . ACC I GOOD 

Jury Room Men 360 SEC ,36 pP FAIR 3 5 V I FAIR pP FAIR 10' ACC I POOR 
, 

--.-.--~.- --~-- . .-.-
'-

-~~ 

1 

1 

I 

\ 

AIR 
CONe' 

N 

N 

N 

N 

W 

N 

N 

N 

N 

N 

N 
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Criteria 
Courtrooms, o~fices, hearing roo~g, sccretarial areas, conference 
rooms. libraries, loungos and detention facilities are surveyed for 
all oi the information in the table on the facinq paqe, 

(squar.- footage, type of access, finish, acoustics, etc.) 

SLorage areas, ~'aults, machinery areas and custodial rooms are 
surveyed for only the square footage. 

Other areas such as closets, restrooms, elevators and stairways are 
not surveyed at all. 

Definitions 
AREA Total floor area including work space, circulation space, ane 

, storage in square feet. 

A~CESS The degree to which public entry into a room is re$tricted. 

~mbol Explanation 

Pub Public: Access is unrestricted to general public. 

Prv Privatel Access is partially restricted by means of 
doors, counters, or graphics. 

Sec Secure: Access is restricted by guard, receptionist, 
or locked doors. 

I~~IBER OF USERS The estimated seating capacity of a room for users 
and spccLators, based upon current furnishing. 

FINISH 
~)l.!:J.~~t=8 (.\~.:t): 

;. .. , r:j"iXlld Co.1"s 

p painted 
<j glazeo 

All'r 
AP 
Kr 
B 
DC 
C 
CB 

Asbestos Tile 
Acoustic Plaster 
Acoustic Tile 
Brick 

CK 
CRT 
CT 
G 

- Cork 
- Ceramic Tile 
- Concrete 

S - Stone 
SA - Sound 

Absorbing t - textured 

- Bookcase 
- Carpet 
- Concrete Block 

M 
P 
PR 

- Glass 
- Metal 

Plaster 
- Paper 

T Terrazzo 
V - Vinyl 
W - Nood 
WP - Wood 

Paneling 
L~~,tdi:;i·~n (CCJndtn): 

Rating 

Good 

Fair 

Poor 

Explana~t~i~o~n~ ______________________________________ __ 

Condition of surface shows no sign of damage. Continued 
preventive maintenance is sufficient to maintain this 
condition. 

Condition of aurface indicates some damage. Small 
scal~ _c~~irs and corrective maintenance are nocossary 
to reLard deterioration of condition. 

Condition of surface indiChtes severe damage. Large 
scale corrective maint~nance j5 ~ecessary to ~revent 
complete 101311 of the finish • 

• Refer to T.cchn!.cal 1niormation 5cctl.On fOl: furt:her explanatl.on 

-~--'-~~-~~~-~ . "'-"'" ... ',,~,,""' -~ 
~ .", ..... .. 

- .......... ~ • -~ r' -, " 

,...~~ .. ~ . -.. l"-~J ~ 11 t p®..X; 
• I 
jiIIIIII!IIII 

t 
I 

'~~r'-'p' ~~ -~" -, '~~ 

Tons: A subjective evaluation of the color tone of the room 
based on the following rating scalel 

aright and eher-rrll] Drab and Aust;,r.: 
5 4 3 2 I 

Peroent (:0 0 f WindoL18: The approximate percentage of the 
total wall area of the room which i5 ~omposed of glass. 

/leight: The Hoor to ceiling height. 

ACOUSTICS The acceptability of the acoustics of each roc. is based 
'URon measurements of ambient noise level (rlbAl. and up~n • 'verberance 

characteristics (flutter echo and reverberation time).-

Rating _E~lanation 

AcC Acceptable. Noise level and reverberation time are 
within standards for each room function: flutter 
echo is absent or slight. 

Un N Unacceptable. Noise level exceeds standard or inter
fer~s with room function. 

Un R unacceptable: Noticeable flutter echo or excessive 
reverberation time. 

U!l~ Unacceptable 1 Both Un N and Un R 

LIGHTING 
Type: Refers ~o type of light fixtures in the room. 

I - Incandescent 
F Fluorescent 

I/F - ConIDination incandescent/ 
fluorescen t 

Lauul: Ratings of tho acceptability of light in the room uce 
based upon compari~sons betwoen the measured 1 iejlt t lew,l s (L n 
footcandles) and the accepted standards of li'lht requirc:aents 
for the functions performed in the room.· 

Rating Explanation 
Good Light leve1s for all functions of the room ~xc&ed 

or equal accepted standards. 

Fair 

Poor 

Light levels for some functions are standard; 
others are substandard. 
Light levels for all functions are substandard. 

AIR CONDITIONING. The symbols indicate the type of al.e 
conditioning, if present, in the roo~. 

Symbol Explanation 

N No air conditioning present. 

C Central air conditioning. 

W Window air conditioning units. 

Room air-conditioning units 1\ 

(n)W Indicates multiple window units, (e.g., 3 window 
units would be entered as (3)W. 
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I Main 

I -

JUDGE 

Can the Judge see the entire courtroom? Yes 

Can the Judge hear the Witnesses clearly? No 

Can the Judge hear the Attorneys clearly?* Yes 

Is the Judge's lobby adjacent to the 
ct::lurtrooTTl ? Yes 

Is there a bathroom in the Judge's lobby? Yes 

Is the Judqe's lobby private? Yes 

Is the Jud~'s lobby secure? Yes 

JURY 
'V-lhat size jury can the courtroom 12 accornodate? 

APSroximately how far 
lnu lic? 

are jurors from 
20' 

Approximately hm" far are jurors from 
litiaants? IS' 
Can the Jurors see Nitnesses at full 
Ifi"lce? Yes 

Can the Jurors see the Judqe at full face? Yes 
Can the Jurors see the Prosecutor & 
Defense Attorney?* Yes 
Are Juro];s on same side of Judge as 
Witnesses? Yes 

Can the Jurors hear Attorneys clearly?* Yes 

NITNESSES 

Can ~a tnesses see ,Judge & Attorneys? 'Yes 

Does the Nitness Box have a microphone? No 

ATTORNEYS 

Can Attorneys see the Jury? Yes 

Can At.torneys hear the Judge clearly? Yes 

* ~ljhen Attorneys are in their usual locations 

i 2nd 

I 
& 
Juv. 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

12 

5' 

2 ' 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

No 

Yes 
. 

No 
-

No 

Yes 
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'ATTORNEYS (continued) 
I 

I 

~Can Attorneys hear the Witnesses clearly? 

IApproximatel~ how far is the defendant 
from counsel. 
IAre Lawyer conference conveniently rooms 
Ilocated? 

ICOURT OF1';'ICERS 
! 
·00 Court OffJ.cers have a des.lgnated 
~place in courtroom? 
:Are they near enoug'h to defendant to 
,restrain ltlm? 
irs there a Court Officer located between 
IJur~ & public? 
jIs a Court Officer iocated so that he can 

rotect Judae? 

PROBATION OFFICERS 

lIS there a space tor the ProbatJ.on 
Officer and his records? 

DEFENDANT 

Can the Defendant hear the Judge clearly? 

Can the Defendant hear the Attorneys 
clearly?* 
Can the Defendnnt hear the witnesses 
[clearlY? --,.-...-,-

GENERAL 
." "'~ .. ' 

Is there an alarm system? 

Does the courtroom have a blackboard? 

Can the courtroom be darkened for visual 
aids? 

lIS there a clock? 
! 

r-- ... 

IpUBLIC 

rr:- the Public seating comfortable? 

IDoes the press sit in the public area? 
I 
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

MAIN COURTROOM 

This is a very ornate courtroom, with cx~ensive detail 

in the woodwork, the brass railings,the fixtures, and other 

finish materials. It has a high,oblate-domed ceiling from 

which hangs a huge brass chandelier, which still retains 

the original gas lantern. fixtures ( although it also has . ""~ 
incandescent fixtures). 

I, 

SECOND/ JUVENILE 

The ceiling in this courtroom is arched, and extemely high. 

Stairs in the back lead up to a balcony, which runs alon~· .' 
all but the exterior wall. Above the balcony on the side 

wall is a huge leaded-glass archway, overlooking the' 

rotunda area. 

I. 

, , 
I 
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"COUSTICS 

,~I '.~~ ~~:n. is bDc~~cound noise; that is, an average 
n01S(: level a t tr{b~tcJ to sources such as 'ai r rushing' 
chrou~h ventilD~ors, outside street traffic noise, 
flourescent balast hum, and others. 

The no!se le\~l, for this study, was measured in 
cicclbels on a1 A-w .. iqht"c] scale (dBA units). The A
weJ~hted sca'~ compenEates for huw~n hearing defi
cio~ci~s by adjusting the sound levels at each end of 
the audible frequency spectrum. For a detailed explan
ation of acoustic measurement, please refer to Sound 
('co.;:r,,< ::'J~t:tr/.(ctior:·. For comparison, a table of 
typical noise levels and optimum background sound 
levels follows.·· 

Source~Room Level (dB).) 

Tyc:ical Aircraft (near plane) 140 
Person shouting 80 
Average conversation 50 

Optimum Conference room J5 
Private offices 35 - 45 
Large general offices 45 
Stenographic offices 50 - 60 
Courtroom 35 r. 4S 

Field measurements were made with either of two Bruel 
, KJaer sound level meters, models 12203 or 12206. 
These are equipped with microphones which are nearly • 
omnidirectional. The.fEequency response for the 
i2206 is 4Hz to 16KHz (~2dB). The frequency response 
specifications for the 12203 are quite lengthy. 
(Inser~ction manual has specifics). 

.F~u: :'''l j El!ito occurs when a aout.d wave bbunces 
cuntlnually between two parallel, acoustically reflec
ti ve sur faces. The magn! t~\ck of the fiound has to be 
at ~n audible level, and the time between bounces must 
be great enough to make the nois~s distinguishable as 
sepnrnee sounds. Flutter echo usually sounds like a 
s~ries of short pings. 

To estimate flutter echo, a researcher claps his hands, 
producing an impulse sound, and then listens for it~ 
nresence. 

For::. 1+, r Hion t~n.r is the duration of sound reflection 
in a space. It is defined as the time (1n seconds) 
after a constant noise source ceases, that it takes 
for the original sound pressure level to decrease by 
one thousand (60 dB). The presence of flutter echo 
and reverberation times in this study were estimated 

To estimate the reverberation time, a researcher coughs, 
producing a loud sound, and then listens for the rate of 
decay of the cough. 

·scUVld~ Co.ttl'.:>t COIfS/;l'ucti"l't_ Second edition, preparE!d 
by the United states Gypsum Co., Chic,lgo, Illinois 1972. 

··:;oun·l t;:mtl'or COlw!.;rIH:tiolf, except for the courtroom 
d<lta, Which was obtained from Mr. Robert Newmnn, 
Profcs~or of Architectuen, Mass~~hu~ett5 Instltute of 
Tcchnolo'1Y 

···!lluMinatinq ~ngincarin'1 So~inty, !~, 
"~J;" .... .' i>: ... ib.jr.k. ,~c·" York: H.:Gr.lw-1I ill, 1964 

LIGIiTING 

Th~ eatinys for lighting acc~ptability are based upon 
the accepted standards o.j: light intensity as listed 
1n IB5 (ILlumination Enginoel'inr Sooiety) Hgndboo~·*·. 
These standards provide ,/1 comprehensive listing of the 
levels of light required for a multitude of tasks. 

~hc standards specify required light levels in foot 
candles. (One foot c<lndll~ is defined as the intensity 
of the light produced by one candle at a distance of 
one foot). For a given light source, the intensity 
of the emitted light is inversely proportional to the 
square of the distance between the source anu the point 
of measurement; for example, if the intensity of a 
light source was measured as baing 40G footcandle~ at 
a distance of one foot, at a distance of two feet, the 
in tensi ty woul.d drop to 100 footcandles. For this 
reason, the lighting standards refer to light intensity 
at the work surfa .. & !'he following table of light 
requirements, ... ,i\C:h is l:epresentative of court 
activities, is an extrAct of a mOl:e exhaustive listing 
in the·IES Handbook.··· 

Room' 

Courtrooms 

Library 

Conference 
Room 

Offices 
(Acco';ll1ting) 

Offices, 
(General) 

. Function 

seating area 
court Ilictivity area 

Required 
Light 

(Footcandles) 

30' 
70 

readin'IJ printed materia). 30 
study and note taking 79 

interviewing 30 

auditing, tabulating, 150 
bookkeeping, business 
mach:Lne operation, computer 
operiation 

Reading poor reproduc- 150 

fi!.1 ~ 

fl'..O j 

Co.. 

"" . 
1 
i 

~~~ 
j 

,p!, f 

! 
j 

1 
" 

1 
J 

J 

1 
~ 

.. '''' I) 
I 
il 
1 

" j 

1 
~ , 

.. _.~_ .. ~ .. ____ . ____ ~ ____ . __ .~ __ ~ .. _ ..... ~"'._~ ..... _~~ .. _. ___ ._ ~_~ .. "~_ .. _ I" . 
~. ________ • __ N~~~'_<_~"" __ • __ ~ __ ~,. __ .. __ ~ ~ .• --~ __ ,~~. __ • ,).': 

This section contains a table of acoustical and lighting 

measurements on selected rooms in the courthouse. When further 

explanation is needed, additional comments ~7ill follow the table. 

'\rea 
~ourtroom 

l.d Session 
lveni1e 46 

lperior 

ACOUSTICS 

-ABS ACC 20 35 35 

LI(;HTING LEVELS 
(ft. candles) 

I' 

i 
I 

\. 

,I 
'! L 

! 
~ 
! 

t 
I 

tions, business machine 
opel:ation, computer 
opelration '.: .,::)Urtroom 43 ABS ACC 10 15 10 25 30 MOD 

Rending handlolriting in 100 
hard pencil 0): on poor 
pap,er, reading fair repro-
dUG!tions , 

Reading high contrast or 30 
well printed ~terials 

Police Jail cells 30 

Field measu~ements are made with G£ 213 light meter. 
T~is meter. loS color and cosine corrected to give a 
llonear response (accuracy ±15). 

Ligh~ int~si~y is n~t the only factor affecting 
the 11lu~J.na::1on of il room. Natural light (sunlight, 
s~aded hght Md oveic:al>t conditions) has a marked 
a fect on t~e lightin9 level of a room. Glare from 
h~rsh light1ng can hinder the ability of the occupants 
o t~e.roo~ to read and record information. These 
c,?ndltlons, as well as othcr fac::tprs affE'ctlng the 
ll.ghting, such as special deficiellcies or annoyances 
are noted when pertinent. • 

!< . 
~ 

~,au , 
I· 

I 
.. ? 

;1" .... 

i.:.-

I ,.oA 

o-

J p.u. 

~-

I J::n ." 
:1 U_ 

I £.r. ~, 

Ii , 
ii 
'L. 

I 4t...l'l' 
{! 
tr 

L, I 
/f'-: 

.~~"----____ ----"-~ l ~ __ ! 

cand Jury 43 ABS EXC 20 20 20 100 MOD 

... --1- ... Gd!ix= 

'Ji""'!X YW "5riZHIQIU .-.-
ACe = Acceptable SIJI == Sliqht MIN = Minimal 

Excessive EXC = ASS == Absent MOD = Moderate 

NOT = Noticeable PRO = Profuse 
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

MAIN COURTROOM 

Acoustics The primary ambient noise source is city traffic. 

Hallway noise is also quite audible, especially since the 

doors have grills in them, allowing noise to travel through 
... . 

them, as if there were no doors. The room is finished 

entirely with sound reflective materials. The domed ceiling 

creates unusual acoustical ~ffects; At certain 

points in the room, whispers from the other side of the 

room SE=em almost to be amplified, due to the peculiar 

sound-reflecting geometry of the dome. This situation 

has been eliminated from the bench area by pla6ing a 

baffle over the judge's and clerk's benches~ Although 

there is no flutter echo, there is, in the case of impulse 

sound, an in~tantaneous single echo. 

Lightir.~ There is one large round brass chandelier in 

the center of the room, which has 24 incandescent luminaires • 

There a.re also 2 clusters of three incandescent luminaires 

on both the front and back walls. The bulbs vary from 

40 to 100 watts in value. The clerk, attorneys and court 

stenograph~r all have relatively ineffective supplementary 

1 uminaires. Leve ls E:~verywhere are extremely poor . 

SECOND/,JUVENILE 

Acoustics The primary ambient noise source is traffic 

noise. The courtroom faces the Taunton Green, which has heavy 

C-25 
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traffic~ and the noise produced there is considerable. 

Finish ma~eri~ls are all sound-reflective. 

Lighting Lighting is again exclusively incand~scent, 

and completely inadequate. A chandelier similar to, but 

smaller than, the one in the main courtroom holds twelve 

luminaires. There are five three-cluster brackets around 

the room. 

t 
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The Bristol County Probate Court, which occupies the 

second floor of the Bristol County Registry Building in 

Taunton is in fair condition. 

The structural system is sound. The heating, plumbing 
1 

and electrical systems are generally adequate. 

The room finishes are adequately maintained. The 

color tones are drab. 

Storage space is currently adequate and may be 

expanded if needed. 

Many rooms have an excessive reverberation,or a 

high level of background noise. In the Probate courtroom, 

the acoustics are fair, but the high reverberation echo 

sometimes garbles speech. 

The Probate courtroom has poor lighting. The overall 

lighting levels in the other rooms are fair. 

, ,. 

1 
Interview with Paul Cotter, Heap custodian,Bristol 

Co~nty Registry Building. 
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ARCHITECTURE 

Description The Registry Building is a cwo-story rec-

tangular masonry building, constructed about 1870. A 

flight of stairs leading to the entrance is flanked by 

two columns that support a small pediment at the roof 

line. The building is primarily of brick, with stone 

detailing. It is set on a stone foundation . The foundation 

encloses the basement and is halfway above grade. The 

roofs are steep, hipped, and made of slate; they have 

large brick chimneys. There is a small lawn in the front 

and a driveway and parking lot on one side of the back of 

the courthouse. The District Courthouse is adjaceht to the 

Rpaistry. 

COMMUNITY SERVED, NEIGHBORHOOD, TRANSPORTATION 

Population The Probate Court in Taunton serVes all 

of Bristol County, the population of which/is 444,301 

(U.s. 1970 Census). 

Neighborhood The Registry Building is on a busy street 

in downtown Taunton. It is situated between the District 

and Superior Courthouses. Across the street are the police 

station and some commercial buildings. 

Public Transportation A local bus service has a stop 

located near the Registry Building. 

Parking Parking spaces behind the building are reserved for 

the judge, the Register' and the two Assistant Registers. 

The small parking lot is inadequate for employees; no space 

±s provided for public parking. 
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COURTHOUSE FUNCTIONS 

Schedule of Operation The schedule for the Probate 

Court in Taunton is as follows. 

September - June 
July 
August 

M & Th, every 3rd W 
every 3rd W 

no sessions 

Space for Non-Court Personnel The Registry of Deeds 

occupies the first floor with the exception of the Probate 

Courtroom and a shared conference room. Most of the basement 

is unused, except the storage room which is shared by 

both Registries. 

Security One deputy sheriff is employed as needed .. 

Public Address System There is no public address system 

in the building. 

Tape Recordins The court has no facili.ties for tape 

recording sessions. 

Visual Aids No visual aids are provided by the court. 

Use of Graphics There is no directory for the Probate 

Court. Some rooms are labeled by function; much of the 

space used by the Registry of Probate is open and labels 

are not used. 

Rest Rooms public rest rooms are located in the basement 

of the building.They ar~ adequate, but there are no direct:

ional signs for them. There is a women employees 1 l'ounge 

in the Registry of Probate. There are private bathrooms in 

the Judge 1 s Lobby and in the Re.gister I,S o:ffice. 
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Functional Charact'eristics All offices are on the 

second floor; the courtroom is on the first floor. 

There,is a storage room in the basement. 

STRUCTURE 

Qualitative comments included in this sectioJfl; except 

where noted otherwise/were obtained from Mr. Paul 

Cotter, Head Custodian. 

Struqtural System The building is constructed of steel 

framing, with cement floors and masonry walls. The 

structure is in good condition. 

Air Conditioning There is no central air conditioning 

in the building. 

Heating Heating is provided by a steam system with 

two oil burners.Thi~ system serves the Superior, Probate 

and District Courts. The system is adequate and in good 

condition. 

Plumbing The plumbing is old, but adequate. 

Eleatrical System The electrical system is adequate at 

present. 

Fire Protection and Detection There are fire hoses on 

all three floors in a fairly central and visible location. 

Ther~ are also fire extinguishers in the first and second 

floor lobbies. There are no exit signs. 

Storage Storage sp~ce for records is presently adequate. 

'Large banks of docket fil~s fill most of the file room, 
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and more banks coul~' be installed. This would. 

extend the storage space f~r many years to come. Supplies 

arc kept in a room in the basement that is shaied w~th 

the Registry of Deeds. Its location makes it inconvenient 

to use. 

OPEFATING AND MAINTENANCE COSTS 

The following inf0rmation oncosts was obtained from the 

Bureau of Accounting of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

These are actual costs for the year 1972-1973. 

Telephone 
Electri'ci ty 
General Mai'ntenance 

& Repair 
Water 

$ 2,700.00 
2,970.84 

144.85 

124.30 
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Criteria 

Courtrooms, offices, hearing rooms, S<lcretllrial areall, conferenco 
reoms, librdr!es, lounges and detention facilities arc Surveyed for 
all of t!le information in the table on tho r<lcinq paqe, 

(Squilr.> fo'Otage, type of access, finillh, ncou:.ltics, etc. l 

Storage areas, ~'aults, mnchinery areas <lnd cUlItodial rooms arc 
survey.:!cl for only the square foot<lge. 

I' Other areilS such <IS closets, restrooms, elevators nnd stairways are not sUrveyed at all. 

Definitions 

AREA Total flo
l
1r <I'rea including work SP<lce, circulation space, aIle! stc.r<:ga in square feet. 

ACCESS The degree to Which public entry ~nto a rOOm is restricted. 
S\,mJ;.olExplanation 

Pub 

Prv 

Sec 

Public: Access 1s unrestricted to general public. 

Private: Access is 'partiall}" restricted by me,lna of 
doors, CQunters, 0: graphics. 

Secure: Access is restricted by guard, receptionist, or lOC!ked doors. 

tW~IBER OF USEnS ',rile eSti;na ted seatil)g cilpaci ty ,,\f '"'" room {Of. users, 
and spectators. based upon current .:furnishing. . 
FINISH 
!i.:':'~1· .: ;:" : If O!.ttJ.: 

:-~t ~li:":d 

p - painted 
g glazQu 
t - textured 

Co.ielJ 

AnT - Asbestos Tile 
AP 'Acoust:ic Plaster 
la Acoustic Tile 
B .• Drick 
DC - BOokcase 
C - Carpet 
CB Concrete Block 

e ',f 

L':u:di.!ijn (!'u,/dr>l): 

Rating 
~lanation 

CX Cork 
CRT - Ceramic Tile' 
CT" - Concrete' 
G ,.. Glass, 
M Netal 
P Plaster 
PR Paper 

J .... ' • .. t - i 

S - Stone 
$p-.," Sound 

Absorbing 
T Terrazzo 
V :- Vinyl 
W '- I"ood' 
~IP - I-Iood 

Paneling 

t, 

, . . 
.' 

.' ' .. - ~ .. .,' 

,Totlf':: A SUbjective o\rnlUal!on of tho color t:ona of tho room 
b/lScd on the fOltOW~r9', . .rptin\l' tJonlol " , 

urit)ht: lind (JJ.Q~i'fh) f)rll~.lInd IIUatf
J
r",_ 

5 1 j ] 1 
i'or-oallt (X) 0 r Win/(OMp: 'I'ho I1PPl:oxi/!}I1\:t:. p

rr
C(\Ot:IlVCl ot. chI) 

total Wllll !Irea of I:ho room whiCh .to compo/lod ot ulaJII!. 

/loigh(; I ThO floor. to coiling height::. 

l\COUS'I'ICS Tho ncoOl?t:llbiiity or tho dOOU3t:iCIl ot {311011 :t'Qom ill b(lg'ld 
I UP,.OIl monsuro/!}cn ta at l\mb~C':nt noino l'lVdl '(<'IbM, lind U("m r(jVorb'j~4nc'i c;hnl:lIctorint:ica "( flutt:!)r' eoho hncJ rCl\rcrb()):,lltic)f) tl.tnll)'. ~ 

Rnting EXPlllnntion 

Acc 

Un N 

Un ll. 

-----.... _""""-"""-----"-::.---Aoc~Pt:t\blo: NoisQ loval nod rovcrbr:>l;'lIt.!.on t,bl1l'1 arc 
wi thin Dtnndllrdu {or (;(lch l':oomt;'uncCl01'l1 flutter 
(lcho is 1I1)!lent or gli~ht. 

UnllcCoPtllblo: NOia!) le1(ol el(a(jc:dCl ntlll\dDrd en: intorfares ~fith roOm ,function. 

UnllcCOpti,blo: NotlcQllble 1!1uttOl;' ,0(01'10 or *->:<COlllll Vel rC;vorberation time. 

Un till. UnnCCOPtabla: 
Doth Un N "nd Un !1. 

LIGHTING 

'l'YPo: Refers to type of light fixtures in t:'ho :'oom. 

I - Incandescent· ,r./~ - CombinatIon incandClSc(:nt/ 
'F - Fluorescent fluorescent: 

Lr.tJo~: Ratings of the acceptability of light in the room "r" 
based upon COmp<>risonlll;lctwC!en 'the ·rnc:>asu.;cd llght lilvcls (in 
footcandlf!s) ~nd the accepted stan<l;.rdsof 1i.,ht rc-quire:"(lItcS 
for the funct~ons perform~d ~n.thc.room~~ 

Rating ecPlanatlon 

Good Light levels for all'functi~ns of the room ~xc~ud 
or equal accep,ted C standards.. • i 

Light levels for soma functions are St:anddrd; I 
others are subst:andard. I 
Light levels for all fUnctions are substandard. I 

f'air 

Poor 

AIR ,CONDITIONING-, The s¥lpbels .indiea:te>::.the type of air/ I conditio~Ing, if presen~, in tnc roo~. . 

~",bol Explanation I Condition of surface shows no, sign of dalO.age. Continued N No air conditi~nin.g p::esent. preven~ive maintenil'1
ce 

is SUfficient ,to maintain this .•• C Cent:::al'ai= C:-ndi tioning. "'~: conditJ.on. . _ .,,' 

W WJ.nuO\>T atr C,')ndJ. tJ.oning units. Condibion o,f surfa-ce intlicates. sOI::::::"d'amagt;~ ~'Smalil. ~., _._" "., ____ .~._, _ • ___ ~_ 

Good 

Fair 

scal~ ~ep~irs and correctiVe maintenance are necessary R Room air-conditioning units '" 'oto,d dotodm"oo of =""'''000 I 

'. (n)l'l Indicates multiple wiz:dow units, {e.a., J loIindm: i Condition ot :mrfac? indicate~' severe damage. Large units ~ould be enterea: as' {Sl'W. " I scale 'correctl ve mal.nt!,!n<lllCe 1S llaCeSsnl'Y to"::>revent complete loss of the fJ.nish. • , 

Poor 

, 
,~ 

. 
I 
! 

t _l1 ~_~ _~j1 

---------------------------~----------------------------------~--~~~--~----------~~~~------------~---• Hefer to teClmical J.nformatioc. s<>ctl.on fOl: furt:her explnnat:>.<>n ~, 

'9 1=' .=. i=. .=. :r-::---Ic--F::c;;--}c=r :;:::=t .. "j:::CL~rc"L . .:..r-=L:::!l::l':':'f:f=_q J.-o:"j F"'L.J::::::v. ~_"::: J ~.'~ '----' -, '., ., , :. ff;' L.......;t . _ ~ , . ~ l-~ !l...--ij "-"--l.l 
r1. .. ,I >~ • .,r.I ~ " u ~...]I " .. 
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I I 
\ LIGHTING I 

FINISH I I I I 

ACOU-I ' lAIR 
STICS iTyp LevellCON::; 

I I AREA I * of CEILINGS 
\ (sq. ACC- US-

I ROO!'l ft. ) lESS ERSI Hat Mat ondtnl Ht 

BASEHENT 

Probate Stock Room & 
Reqistrv of Deeds 785 SEC 

FIRST FLOOR I I I I I I I I r I I· I 
0

1 I "I ---l 
Probate & Deeds I i ~ WPA ~"'" C I I I I 

I Confer(mce Room 280 i PUB ~ pP I FAIR 3 20' ~_. GOOD pP GOOD 15' UnNR I POOR N 

75 :: FAIR 2 20 ,I C/V FAIR pP FAIR 15' UnR !I/F I POORjN Probate Courtroom 1440 PUB 

Public Library PUB, 520 o Ip~/ I GOOD I 3 110 I T IFAIR I pP I GOOD 115' r UnR I I I FAIR~N 
1 

~COND FLOOR -- I ' __ 

Judqe's Lobby 250 I PRV ~~~~9/Goonl. ? .... 12 0 

Judge's Sec'y 190 SEC 

Public Lobby 580 'PUB 

Register .. ~:t 190, PRV 

3 
NPI 
pP 

5 I SI 
oP 

GOOD 

GOOD 

3 
WPI 
pP I ~AIR 

5 110 

3 110 

3 1~5 

2 110 

C 

c 

T 

C/"V 

v 

GOOD pP I GOOD l5' Ace I FAIR~ 
GOOD pP I GOOD IS' Ace I FAIRI N 

FAIR pP I GOOD 15' UnR I POORI N 

FAIR pP I GOOD, lS' UnN F GOODIIW 

FAIR pP I POOR 15' ACC F GOOD, I N 

Registry -,. PUB} PP/I I I . I I 
I Sec y . 1800 PRV 10 BC FAIR -L-l25 V FAIR ~_FAIR 15', TInB F FAT¥! ~l , 
r-' ~. pPI ~ ~, . i .. 

If.e~~st::-y,}"ile Room 3250 PRV 20' BC FAIR 2 120 __ T FAIR pP POOR 15 r UnR F I FAIR I N 

Ladies Louncre & !. I 1 
lcoat RaQIll-Y': 80 PRV 2 pP POOR 2 110 T POOR pP FAIR 151 ACC F GOOD ".N, 

~ ... ;..~ 

~ ~ :1:;:_._ .-.. --~. 
_L :~~ ,---., ........ ;,,;.:;....;;.,,~~~~ 
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Criteda 
I 

CUU1'trooms, o~fices, hearing roon;s, 6ccretari~'1 areas, conference 
roon's, libraries, lounges and detention facili ties are sU,J:'veyed for 
all of t~e information in the table on the facinq paqe, 
~qunr~ footage, type of access, finish, acoustics, etc.) 

Storage areas, ~'aults, machinery areas and custodial rooms are 
sUrveyed for only the square footage. 

Other areas such as closets, restrooms, elevators and stairways are not surveyed at all, 

Definitions 

AREA Total flour area including work space, circulation space, an~ ,: stor.age in SqUilXl1 feet. 

ACCESS The degree to which public entry .into a room is restricted. 

§.r:'lIIJol Explanation. 

Pub Public: Access is unrestricted to general public. 
Prv 

Sec 

Private: Access is partially restricted by means of 
doors, counters, or graphics. . 

Secure: 'Access is restr,tcted by guard, receptionist, 
Or locked doors, 

NID1BER OF USERS 'rhe estimated seating capacity of a room for users 
and spectators, based upon current furnishing. 

FINISH 
;:;.. !'1.~£..i~ d (g~l t ) : 

:-) r.!j{..rJ& CoJ"s 

,p - painted 
g - glazou AB'i' - Asbestos 

1\P - Acoustic 
AT - lIcoustic 
B - Brick 

Tile 
Plaster 
Tile 

CK 
CRT 
CT 
G 

- Cork S - Stone 
SA - Sound t - teJ(tur~d - Ceramic Tile 

DC - Bookcase 
C - Carpet 
CB - ConQrete Block 

M 
P 
PH 

- Concrete 
- Glass 
- Metal 
- Plaster 

Absorbing 
T - Terrazzo 
V - Vinyl 
~. - I-Iood 

- Paper 
':':0':.1£;;:>'1 (Cu'ldtn): 

WP - Wood 
Paneling 

Rating Exolanation 

Good 

Fair 

Poor 

Condition of surface shows no sign of damage. Continued 
preVentive maintenance ia sufficient to maintain this 
conditiun. 

Condition of surface indicates Borne daruago. Small 
scal~ -cp~irs and correctiv~ maintenance are necessary 
to relard deterioration of ~~ndition. 

scale corrective maint~nance is p~cessa~y to ~revent complete loss of the t~nish. r-

---------------------~~---------

t 
I 

1'o"e: A subjective evalualion of the color tone o~~oom I' based on the following rating Bcale: 

5ri!Jht and Ch£erflll Drab and Aust"l'"': 
5 4 3 '2 1 

P01'cilnt (X) of Windows: 'fhe approximate percentage of the . 
total wall area of the room which is composed of glass, 

Height: The (loor to ceiling height. I 

ACOUSTICS The acceptabili.ty of the acou~tics of each rOOm is based 
• UPon mea3urements of ambient noise level {dbAI, and Upon reverberance ~haracteristics (flutter echo and reverberation time) ,_ 

Rating Explanation 

Acc 

Un N 

Un R 

Acceptable: Noise level and reverberation time are 
within standards for each room function; flutter 
echo is ·absent or slight. 

Unacceptable: Noise level exceeds standurd or inter
feres with room fUnction. 

Unacceptable; Noticeable flutter echo or excessive 
reverberation time, . 

U~ NR Unacceptable: Both Un N and Un R 

LIGHTING 

Type: Refers to type of light fixtures in the room. 

I Incandescent 
F Fluorescent IIF - Combination incandescentl 

fluorescent 
LcveZ: Ratings of the acceptability of light in the room are 
based upon comparisons botween the mr..>asured 1 ight levcds (in 
footcandles) and the accepted standards of liqht require:"ents 
for the fUnctions performed in the room •• 

Rating Explanation 

Good 1.1ght levels for all functions of the room <:xr.;e;ecl 

F'air 

POor 

or equal accepted standards. 

Light levels for same functions are standdrd; 
Others are substandard. 

Light levels for all functions are SUbstandard. 

AIR CONDITIONING The symbols indicate the· type of air 
conditioning, if pre~ent, in the rqo~. 

SYmbol Explanation 

N No air ,conditioning present. 
C Central air conditioning. 

W Window air conditioning units. 

R Room air-conditioning units 

(nHi Indicates multiple Window units, (e.g., 3 wincO\o,' 

I 
I 
I 
I. 

Conditi.on of surface indico.tes severe damage. Large units would be entered as (3)W. I 
~--------------------------------------------_---&.------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~ • Refer to technical J.niormation Sect~on for furt:her explanatJ.on. 

I!~~;. 
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1 FINISH 
1 

Typing Room 

Coffee Room 

190 

100 PRV 

AREA I if of WALLS FLOORS CEILINGS \ LIGHTING 
(sq. IACC- US- 1\COU-L~IAIR 

ROOH ft. ) lESS ERS Hilt STICS ITypq Level !CON~ 

, '6 pP FAIR 2 . GOOD pP 15' L~c.c i F I I I 

FAIR I 2 I 15 I V I FAIR I pP I FAIR 115 . .' I ACC 5 pP 

GOOD 

GOOD 

N 

N 

Probate Vault 20 SEC 

, 

~ I f-t1j I .1 ~I· I I I I I I I 

I I I I I I I II. I I I \' mill' 

---'- ---- .. -':=:~-.'~~--=:-~~~~.~~~: . .... _----- ,---------
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I 
lprobate 
I Court 

JUDGE 

Can the .Judge see the entire courtroom? Yes 

Can the Judge hear the Witnesses clearly? Yes 
-'I 

Can the Judge hear the Attorneys clearly?* Yes .,' i 

Is the Judge's lobby adjacent to the No courtroom? 

Is there a bathroom in the Judge's lobby? Yes 

Is the Judqe's lobby private? Yes 

Is the Judge' s lobby secure? Yes 

JURY 
~7hat size jury can the courtroom 
accornodate? No iurv >--.--. 

APSroximatelv how far are jurors from 
IPU lic? -
Approximately hm" far are jurors from 
li tin a.nts? 
Can the Jurors see \'Htnesses at full 
lface? 

Can the Jurors see the Judge at full face? 
"-Can the Jurors see the Prosecutor & 

Defense Attornev?* 
Are Juro.r;s on same side of Judge as 
Witnesses? 

Can the Jurors hear ]l,ttorneys clearly?* 

~VITNESSES 
, 

Can vIi tnesses see Jud~Je & Attorneys? 
yp~ 

, 

Does the \'li tness Box have a microphone? No 

ATTORNEYS 

Can l\ttorneys see the Jury? 

Can }\, ttorneys hear the Judge clearly? Yes 

* ~,ilen Attorneys are in their usual locations 1 ' 

\ 
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r ProbatE 
Court 

r 

IATTORNEYS 
I 

(continued) 
I 

!Can Attorneys hear the Witnesses clearly? Yes 
iApproximatel~ hm.., far 
from counse 1. 

is the defendant 
20' 

Are Lawyer conference rooms conveniently 
located? Yes 

COURT OFFICERS 
:00 Court OffJ.cers have a desJ.gnated 
iplace in courtroom? YeB 
:Are they near enough to defendant to 
lrestrain him? Yes 
iIs there a 'Court Officer located between 
IJury & public? 
,IS a Court Officer located so that he can 

rotect Judqe? Yes 

PROBATION OFFICERS 

Is there a space for the ProbatJ.on 
Officer and his records:? No 

DEFENDANT 

Can the Defendant hear ·the Judge clearly? c 'l Yes 
t-:::-. 
Can the Defendant hear the Attorneys 
clearly?* . Yes 

k~~ the Defendant hear the vli tnesses 
ar:]~7 Yes 

GENERAL 

Is there an alarm systE~m? No 

Does the courtroom have a blackboard? No 

Ican the courtroom be darkened for visual 
aids? Yes 

clock? 
J 

lIS there a Yes ~ 

r-
IpUBLIC 
I 

Is the Public seClting comfortable? Yes 
I 

1 (Does the press sit in the public area? Yes 

D-17 
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ADDITIONAL CO~~ENTS , ' 
j: 

PROBATE COURTROOM 

k , ." 

l, 
The judge's lobby, although not adjacent to the courtroom, 

~, 
r is connected to it by a private staircase which leads 

to the judge's bench. The Register of Probate sits beside 
I I I / 

j the judge in the courtroom. 

I, 
1 
" , 

, 

~ , t 
~ , 

i I; 
f 1 

, I 

D-18 



" ; 

i , 
I 
I 

! 
~ '. 

;1 

" ; 

I, 
I 

...... ,~/' 

.~., 

./ 

D -19 . 

'. , 

" " . '. 
,. . 

. p. ...... 
• •• ' R 
/.>;j 

~ ~ . ...... ~ 
......... ~t ... 

!-: .... 

" :{' 
~; ;, 

. '\' 
, 1 
.:; 

Ii 
f.\ , ' 

. I 
, I 



I 

j 

I, 
I 

·. if v 

hCOUS'rICS 

;"· .... ml • • ~'(}~1I11 is hackground noise; that iS
J 

an aVCl:'ag
e noise level a ttributed to SOllrces such :IS 'air rUshinq , 

through \:entilators, outside Str~et tr,1ffic llois'1, 
fJouresccnt balast hum, and others, 

The noise le\~l, for this sLudy, was measured in 
cC!cibels on a ~ A-weightt'd scale (dBA units). The A. 
weighted scn' = t:o:npensates for hurr.nn hearing de!,:i;~ 
ciunci!IS by adjus ting the soumJ lQvels at c'~{;h cnd of:' 
the ,1Iudible frequency Spectrum, For a detailed expl,an
aticn of acoustic measul;'cment, please refer to So:m([ 
Cor::1't:.i. ,:"o>lctl'uation*. For COffiQarison, a table of 
tYpical ",-,ise levels and oPtir.::.:rn backgrOUnd SOUnd levels fCllows.** 

------..: SOUrce/Room 
Typical 

Optj,mum 

Aircraft (near plane) 
l'erson shouting 
~verage conversation 

Con£erence·,.room 
Private offices 
Large general offices 
Stenographic Offices 

______ ~ ___ ~C~o~u~r~t~ro~o~m~, __________ __ 

140 
80 
50 

35 
35 - 4S 
45 
50 - GO 
35 45 

Field measurements WEll"e made with either of two Bruel 
& Kjaer Sound level meters, models :2203 Or 12206. 
These are equipped with microphones which are nearly , 
o:n.'lidirectional. The. f.fequenc;· respc-ilse for the 
42206 is ~Hz to 1GKHz (- 2d8). The frequencv resoonse 
'SpeCifications for the 112203' are quite lengthy. • 
(Instruction manual has specifics). ' 

P;Ut:I')' E<1;zO OCCUrs When a sound wave bOunces 
continually between two par~llel, acoUstically reflec
tive surfaces. The magni.t\\cie of the Round has to be 
nt an audi~le leVel, 'nnd the t~me between POUnces r~ust 
be great enough to make the nois'es distinguiShable as 
sepnra;e SOUnds. Flutter echo Usually sounds liku a series of short ,pings. , 

To esti~ut~ flutter echo, a researcher claos his hands, prodUcin~ a~ i~oulse SOund, and then listens for it~ P::--esence. . ... I • ..._ 

...... "~ 

R,"VE:!·bcl·.:tior. t.::r.re is the dUration of Sound ref.lection 
in a space. It is defined as the time (in seconds) af~er a constant noise source ceases, that it takes 
for the original Sound pressure level to decrease by 
One thOUsand (60 dB). The presence of flutter echo 
and reverberation times in this stUdy, w~re estimated 

To estimate the reverbel"ation time, a researcher coughs, 
prodUcing a loud sound, and then listens for the rate Qf decay of the COugh. 

~------------------------~--~~~--------
·Sou~d Cont1'ot Con8tl'uation, Second edition, prepared 
by the United States Gypsum Co., Chicago, Illinois 1972. 

··SOund C~ntl'''Z COll8tl'uc~ion, except for the courtroom 
data, which was obtained from Mr. Robert NCWrnyn, 
l'roEesllor of Architectura, l~ussilchusett3 Institute of TechnOlogy 

"·Illuninating r::ngineerill,] Socier,y, !.\',7 !.~J::~:"'I:J /!'!,db<>ok, 'lew York: 1'!CGC.:lw-lIill, !964 

j' 

f 

LIGII'r!NG 

The :ratin~s fOr lighel,ig accC!PttlbilHy arc based uPOn 
,the accepted sLandards of light intensity as listsd 
1n U:; (I llr<"inQ!.z. all k'l/(Jin.ae I'i 11(1 Soc i.e:y) !!::u: db.;; 0 I( h~. ~hese standards provide ·a comprehensive liSting of the 
l<:'vels of. light requir.ed for a multitude' of tasks. 

The star,cards speci fy required light: lev~\ls in fOOL 
calldlcH" (On~~ foot t:lwdle is dO.(;'ined as the intcnsil:~ 

'of lht!! lit'ltt prOduced by One C£ll:rll,:, at It distance of: 
one footf: r'OI: a givon Hght. SI.l'l:rce, the intensity 

'of the emi;tecl light is inversely proportional to the 
square of the distance between the source and the point 
of measurement; for example, if the intensity of a 
light; sOUJ;Cc> was measuLecl as b"inq ,j 00 footcandles at 
II dist;:mcc, at one foot, a t a dist.ance of t.wo feet, the 
intenSity woulcl drop to 100 fcoccandles. For this 
reason, to(' .li~h{.jnn l't<lndard~: :n:!:er to light intensity; 
at: t.he "'Ol;'k f;\II:Lace. 'l'ne fOll<;"_:dlg 1:a.'1! •• : 0'£ light 
requirement", which is representati'V'e of court: 
actiVities, is an exl;ri"lct of i!l more exhaUstive listing in t!le'.I8S I:alldbool(, .*~. 

--_R~o_o~m __ ~ ___ ~1L~nc~.~t~io~~n ___ 
Required 

, Light 
(FOotcanE.!.!1!:!l. Courtrooms 

Libra.ty 

Conference 
Room 

Offices 
(Acco~ ting) 

Offices. 
(General) 

seating a.rea 30" 
COurt ~ct:ivity area 70 

reading printed material 30 
stUdy and note taking. 79 

interViewing 30 

auditing, ta~ulating, 150 
bOOkkeeping, bUsiness 
machine operation, computer 
operation 

Reading poor reproduc- 150 
tiqns, business machine 
operation, cc~puter 
Opel'atton 

Reading handWriting in 100 
hard pencil or on poor 
paper, reading fair repro
ductions 

'''''', . 
Reading high contrast or 
well printed ~~terials 30 

Police 
Jail cells 

30 

r'i7ld measu;ements are made with GE 213 light meter. Th~s mete~ ~s Color and COsine corrected to give a linear l'esponse (accuracy :tIS). ,'-

Ligh~ int7nst~y is nct the only factor affecting 
the lll~;lna~~on of a room •. Natural light (sunlight, 
shaded l~ght nnd ovetcasc conditions) has a markeu 
affect ~l!1 t~e lighting level of a rool:l. Glare from, 
harsh llght~ng can hinder the ability of the OCCupiln' s 
Of t~e, root! to l"oad and reCord irdl)r:nation. These c(:mc1.!.~lons, 'as well as other faccors nffcctlng the llght~ng, such as special defiCienCies or annoYances, are noted when pertinent. 

," 

..... - --........ -........ ----~ .... -.-- -, -' ..... ~ ... --. 

This section contains a table of acoustical and lighting 
measurements on selected rooms in the courthouse. When 
explanation 

Probate 
Courtroom 38 

i 

ACC = 
EXC = 
NOT = 

further 
is needed, additional comments will follow the table. 

ACOUSTICS 

·ABS E:XC 25 28 

.~ 

Acceptable SLI = Sliqht 

Excessive i\BS = Absent 

Noticeable 

D-20 

25 

LI(';HTING LEVELS 
(ft. candles) 

30 MIN 

.:"1 ........... 
_1Ii_ 

MIN = Minimal 

MOD = Moderab~ 

PRO = Profuse 
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

PROBATE COURTROOM 

Acoustics B~cause the room is small, the room acoustics 

are rated fair rather than poor; reverberation time 

is excessive. At times, speech is garbled. Background 

noise from street traffic is disturbing. 

Lighting The lighting is poor for courtroom use 
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The Bristol County Juvenile Court holds sessions 

in the facilities of the New Bedford, Fall River and 

Attleboro District Courts, and the Taunton Superior 

Court. There is at present no central office; however, 

a central office is now being prepared on the second 
t.IItl~!:< 

floor of the New Bedford Registry Building. 

This planned central office will provide space 

for the Judge, the Clerk and his staff and the Juvenile 

Court Probation Department. The building syst:ems in the 

Registry Building are in good condition; central air condi-

tioning will be installed in the Juvenile Court office 
I 

area. Finish materials are also in good condition. The 

acoustics are acceptable and the lighting is'good. 

The New Bedford District Court now provides space for 

the Jllvenile Court Chief Probation Officer and his secre-

tary; these offices wiJ,1 be housed in the Registry Building 

when renovations have been completed. The Court will continue 

to use the third session courtroom of the District Court. 

The acoustics of the courtroom are poor, due to background 

noise. Lighting is also poor. 

The second session courtroom in Fall River, used by 

the Juvenile Court, has acceptable acoustics. The lighting, 

however, is poor. 

1 
Interview with Mr. Frank Vieira, County Commissioner at 

New Bedford. 
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The Taunton Superior Court has provided space for 

the Juvenile Court Probation Office secretary and also 

provides use of the second session Superior courtroom. 

The acoustics of the courtroom are unacceptable due to 

noise interference from traffic. 'l'he lighting is inadequate. 

In Attleboro District Court, the Juvenile couri: has 

utilized the 1:wo basement juvenile cells, a probation 

office and thE~ second session courtroom. The acoustics 

of the courtroom are unacceptable due to reverberant 

characteristics. The lighting is fair. 
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BU ILDING, ENVIRONMENT, COS,TS 

NEW BEDFORD REGISTRY BUILDING 

Description The Central Offices of the Bristol County 

Juvenile Court vlill be located on the second floor of the 

Registry Building in New' Bedford. The blond brick build-

ing was constructed in 1908 and is neo-classical in style. 
-'" -~~., 

The offices to be used by the Juvenile Court are currently 

~eing renovated. Included will be space for the Clerk and 

his secretary, the Assistant Clerk, the Judge's lobby, the 

Judge's secretary and the Probation Office. 

In New Bedford, court will be held in the District 

Court, two blocks from the Registry. The Chief Probation 

Officer and his secretary will move to the Registry when 

the renovations are completed. 

Population The Bristol County Juvenile Court serves all 

of Bristol County, the population of which is 444,301 

(U.S. 1970 Census) . 

Space for Non-Court Personnel The Registry of Deeds and 

the County Commissio~ers' Office are located on the lower 

floors of the Registry Building. 

Securi ty T\vO court officers are employed by the court. 

There is a juveni'le detention cell in the District Court. 

Prisoners stay overnight in police stations. 

Use of Graphics Graphics have not yet been installed in 

the renovatedsecrions. However, a directory outside the 

~building lists the location of court personnel on the 

second floor. 
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Rest Rooms Rest rooms are presently being renovated. 

Public rest rooms on the first floor are now used by both 

the staff and the public. Rest rooms for the staff will 

be provided. 

Note: 

Qualitative comments included in this section, except 

where noted otherwise, were obtained from Mr. Frank 

Vieira, County Commissioner in New Bedford. 

Structural System The structural system is adequate and 

sound. There have been no leakage problems. 

Air Conditioning There will be a central air conditioning 

system for the second floor. 

Heating Heating is provided by an oil-burning steam 

system which is adequate and in good condition. 

Plumbing There have been no major plumbing problems. 

New plumbing has been installed on the second floor in 

the men's room . 

Electrical System The electrical system is adequate and 

in good condition. 

Fire Protection and Detection Our researchers noted that 

the building has no fire detection devices or sprinklers. 

One large stairwell serves as the means of eg~ess from 

the second'floor. 

Storage The Clerk's records will be stored in a vault. 

Reasonable provision for storage space has be'en made . 
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ALL JUVENILE FACILITIES 

Neighborhood 

NEW BEDFORD REGISTRY : The court is located in an urban 

municipal area. Its immediate surroundings are office 

buildings i the Third District Court of Bristol county 

is two blocks away. ", 

NEW BEDFORD DISTRICT : The courthouse occupies a half 

block in downtown New Bedford. All buildings surrounding 

the court are commercial or business offices. The streets 

surrounding the courthouse are quite busy. 

FALL RIVER DISTRICT : The court is located in urban 

surroundings and is adjacent to the police station and 

several small shops and warehouses. 

TAUNTON SUPERIOR : The courthouse is located in downtown 

Taunton, on ,Taunton Green. Surrounding it are'numerous 

commercial concerns, the post office, and the District and 

Probate Courthouses. 

ATTLEBORO DISTRICT : The courthouse lies just outside the 

business section of Attleboro. The immediate surroundings 

are primarily residential buildings, although many of these 

buildings have been converted for use as professional offices. 

Public Transportation 

NEW BEDFORD REGISTRY A bus stop is located directly across 

the street. 

NEW BEDFORD DISTRICT A local bus service has a stop near 

the courthouse. 
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FALL RIVER DISTRICT : Local buses serve Fall River; there 

is a bus~stop nearby. 

TAUNTON SUPERIOR: A local bup line has a stop near the, 

courthouse. 

ATTLEBORO DISTRICT : No local public transportation to the 
..... ' 

court is available. 

Parking 

NEW BEDFORD REGISTRY : There is a parking lot on the north 

side of the building with space reserved for department 

heads. There is no reserved space for other staff, and no 

public parking is a'lailable. 

NEW BEDFORD DISTRICT : Parking spaces along the driveway 

are reserved for the judges, the clerk and'the court officers. 

No other parking facilities are designated for either the 

court or the public. 

FALL RIVER DISTRICT : One parking space is reserved for the 

judge, but there are none reserved for court personnel. 

Public parking facilities are inadequate. 

TAUNTON SUPERIOR : There are 25 parking spaces reserved for 

the court staff /' the Registry of Deeds, and the Probate and 

District Courts. Public parking is unreserved and by meters 

in and around Taunton. 

ATTLEBORO DISTRICT ~ There are 43 parking spaces directly 

behind the courthouse, 20 of which are marked "reserved" 

for court personnel. 
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Schedule of Operation 

The schedule of hAarings for the Bristol County Juvenile 

Court follows. 

Attleboro Session ~~- T 
New Bedford Session W 
Fall River Session Th 
Taunton Session F . 

Public Address~~~tem 

NEW BEDFORD DISTRICT, TAUNTON SUPERIOR, ATTLEBORO DISTRICT 

There are no public address systems in these buildings. 

FALL RIVER DISTRICT : There is a paging system from the 

courtrooms to the public lobbies. 

Tape Recording 

NEW BEDFORD REGISTRY No court sessions are held here. 

NEW BEDFORD DISTRICT The court has no facilities for tape 

recording sessions. 

FALL RIVER DISTRICT The court currently records all 

sessions in the main courtroom, and will soon record 

those in the second sesssion courtroom. 

TAUNTON SUPERIOR A court stenographer is present for 

felony and civil sessions. 

ATTLEBORO DISTRICT : ~he court has no facilities for tape 

recording sessions. 
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Visual Aids 

NEW BEPFORD DISTRICT No visual .. aids are provided hy the 

court. 

FALL RIVER DISTRICT : The court provides a movie projector. 

TAUNTON SUPERIOR : The court provides a fluoroscope for 

the displaying of x-rays. 

ATTLEBORO DISTRICT-:The court does not provide any visual 

aids. 

Operating and Maintenance Costs 

The costs below, obtained from the Bureau of Accounting of 

the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, are those for the entire 

New Bedford Registry Building. Costs for the facilities 

,~sed by the Juvenile Court in the New Bedford, Fall River 

and Attleboro District Courts; and the Taunton Superior 

Court are included in the individual report for each 

f ac~li·'.:.y. 

:\.Jight 
General Maintenance 

& Repair 
Fuel oil 
Water 

$ 2,073.10 
1,671.40 

1,852.35 
95.20 
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T 

PUBLIC ~ , 
LOBBY 'T 

I I C~ 

'TEL@ 

JUDGE . 

SEC'Y 

- I 

ASST CH CLERK 
CLERK OF COURT 

JUVENILE COURT OF NEW BEDFORD 
N E ORO REGISTRY , 
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-f ::~~~~.aOffi<.". oo.ring ro_. "oero ,"ri., ~e... eonforoneo 
rooms, libraries, lounges and detention facilities are sUrveyed for 
all uf the information in the table on the facinq paqe, 

(squart' footage, type of access, finish, ac()ustics, etc.)' 

Storage areas, vaults, Il'achinery areas and custodial rooms are 
surv('yeel for only the square footage. 

Other areas such as closets, restrooms, elevators and stair..,ays are not sUn;eyed at all. 

Definitions 
AREA Total floor area inclUding work space, circulation space, anQ . stor.ago in square feet. 

ACCESS The degree to which public entry into a room is restricted. 

SymbOL Explanation 

Pub Public: Ac~ess is unrestricted to general public. 

P,rv· Private: Access is partially restricted by means of 
doors, c(~unter.s, or graphics. 

Sec Secure: Access is restricted by guard, receptionist, 
or locked doors. 

NUNBER O~· USERS Th", est:imated seating capacity of a room for users 
and spectators, based upon current furnishing. 
:'INISH 
X::--L.l·f,:.:a· (l~.'at): 

.:"J :l,lf .J:~d CoJes 

p - painted AD'r - Asbestos ~'lle C~ 
g - g13zed AP - Acoustic Plas'ter CRT - COrk S - StolIe 
f;. - textured AT Acoustic Til~ CT 

. B - Brick G 
- Ceramic Tile SA - Sound 
- Concrete Ab$o~bing 

DC - Bookcase M 
C - Carpet p 
CB - Concrete Block PR 

- Glass T Terrazzo 
- Netal V - Vinyl 
- Plaster W - I~ood 

C:~!:di~i':n: (Culldtn): 
- Paper wp - l~ood 

Pilneling 
Rating 

Good 

Fair 

Poor 

E.xp lilna tion 

Condition of surface shows no sign of damage. Continued 
preventive maintenance is SUfficient to maintain this condition. 

Condition of surface indicates some damagc.:. Small 
seal.: ~",p.:irs and eorrective maintenance are necessary
to retard deterioration of L~ndition. 

Condition of surface indiCates severe daQlage.Large 
sCille cOrrective maint~n~nce is peCessilry to prevent complete loss of the t~n~sh. 

, 
f 

.1'onc: A sllbjE1ctive evaluation of the color tone of the room 
based on the following rating scale: 

Bright and Cheerf\ll Drab and Jlustr:r.: 
5 432 1 

J>(!Pcellt (';;) of Windo/Js: The approximate percentage of the 
total wall area of the room which is comp~sed of glass. 

lIeight;: The floor to ceiling height. 

ACOUSTICS The acceptability of the acoustics of each roo11', is based 
'~~on measurements of ambient noise level (elbA), and upon reverberance 

,?p"xacteristics (flutter echo and reverberation time).-

~~ing EXPlanat~_o_n __________________ , ______ __ 

~cc Acceptable: Noise level and reverberation time are 
wit~J1 standards for each room function; flutter 
echo 'is absent or alight. 

Un N Unacceptable: Noise level exceeds standard or inter
feres with room function. 

Un R 'Unacceptable: Noticeable flutter echo or excess i.e 
reVerberation time. 

Un NR Unacce~table: Doth Un N and Un R 

LIGHTING 

J'ype: Refers to type of lic;;nt fixtures in the room. 

r Incandescent 
'F FLuorescent r/p - Combination incandescent/ 

fluorescent 
LCDeZ: Ratings of the acceptability of light in the room ~re 
based upon compari,sons between the measured light levels (in 
footcandles) and the accepted standards of light requirements 
for the functions performed in the room.* 

Rating Explanation 

Good Light levels for all fUnctions of the room ny.c~ed 
or equal accepted standards • 

Fair Light levels for some fUnctions are standard; 
others are substandard. 

Poor Light levels for all functions are SUbstandard. 

AIR CONDITIONING 'I'he symbols indicate the type of air 
conditioning, if present, in the roon. 

SynIDol Explanation 

N No air conditioning present. 
C Central air conditioning. 
w 

R 

(n)1-1 

Window air cO~ditioning units. 

Room air-conditioning units 

Indicates multiple winelow units, (e.g., 3 windo~l 
Units woul~ be entered as (3)101. 

• Refer to technical 1nformation sect10n for furt:her explanat10, 
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I I 
FINISH 

# of WALLS FLOORS 'CEILINGS 
ACC- US- . % of ACOU-

I I . ) lESS ERS Matjeor.,dtn TOnet1incMat i°tldtn Matjeondtn Ht, STIeS ITYPl Lev,,' Ir"NC 

LIGHTING 
AIR 

SECOND FLOOR 

Clerk of Cts. Office' 

1st Ass't- Clerk Off. 

Clerk General Office 

Judge's Lobby 

Probation Office 

235 

155 

260 

52Q 

675 

SEC 

SEC 

fUBI 
'(v 

SEC 

PUB 

3 1 pP 

3 I pP 

./ I :RP 

16 I pP 

r- r-r-I I 

GOOD 5 20 

GOOD 5 10 

GOOD 5 o 

GOOD 5 o 

GOOD .5 

GOOD 5 

C GOOD 

C GOOD 

C GOOD 

C GOOD 

c- ..£Oilll 

C GOOD 

AT 

AT 

AT 

AT 

]:\'T' 

AT 

GOOD 14' 

GOOD 14' 

GOOD~. 14' 
.~ 

GOOD 14' 

GOOIlJ 14. I 

GOOD 1141 

ACC F GOOD C 

ACC F GOOD C 

ACC F GOOD C 

Ace F GOOD C 
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Criteria 
Cuurtr.ooms, o[ficos, hearing rOOffiS, secretarial areas, conference 
rOOnlS, libraries, lounges anu detention facilities are surveyed for 
alt cd tl\o info::m.!it.ion in the table on the facinq paqe, 

(sq,U.lrt> footage. type of access, finish, acuustics. etc.) 

'Storage areas, vaul ts. machinery areas and custod,!al rooms are 
surveyed for only the square foqtage. 

Other areas such as closets, restrooms, elevators and stairways are 
not surveyed at all. 

Definitions 
!.RE.'" 1'ota1. floor area il"cludi'l~ work space, eirculation space, lind 

_. 3~()r~g3 .in square feet .. 

ACCESS The degree to which publis entry into a room is regtricted. 

Symbo,l _, Exelanation 

Pub Public: Access is unrestricted to general public. 

Prv l'rivate: Access is 'partially restricted by means of 
doors, counters, or graphics. 

Sec Secure: Access is restricted by guard, receptionist, 
or locked doors. 

NmlBER OF USERS 'rhe estimated seatin9' capaci ty of a room for users 
and speclators, based upon current furnishing. 

FIl:ISH 
~~l!!:1·ttl:8 (.\~.lt): j 

... ;'"1 dfi..rt!d 00.1118 

p - painted 
g - glaze.:i 

AnT - Asbestos Xile 
AP - Acoustic Plaster 
AT - Acoustic Tile 

C, 
CRT 
CT 
G 

Cork 
- ceramic Tile 

Concrete 

S - Stone 
SA - Sound 

t - textured Absorbing 
B Brick 
DC - Bookcase 
C - Carpet 
CB - Concrete ~lock 

H 
P 
.P:l 

- Glass 
Metal 
Plaster 

- Paper 

T Terrazzo 
V - Vinyl 
W - I~ood 
WI> - Hood 

Paneling 
l:;;>.'ldi:-ion (CulldtnJ: 

Rating, __ E~lanation 

C,ood 

Fair 

Poor 

Conditior. of surface shows no sign of damage. Continued 
preventive maintenance is sufficient to maintain this 
conditiO' ••• 

Condit.\.on of surface indicates somo damag". snlI111 
scal ... ~"'jJ.:.irs and corrective maint:enan~e arc necessary 
to retard deterioration of condition. 

Cendit.ion ot surface indiCates severe damage. Large 
scal~ ':.orrec:tive llIaint~nilnCp. 1:1 I'<lcessi\ry to prevent 
cOI11r-l.ete lOCI! of the tinisll. ' 

$ Refa%." t.o 't:.achn.ica.~ :Lnformatiot;:. sect:;10n for furt::her expl.nnatl.on 

t 
I 

.-7";' ::--·.-r.··~T··"" 
~, reT 

_""'_....,.~ ... _'"~~,_ ....... _.,. . .-.,,_ ............ ---. ......... -........... ~ _ ·~_.·4_· ... ~· ___ ' 

TOn&: A sQbjective evnlua~ion of tho color tuna of the roo~ 
based on the following rating Boale; 

bright "nd_Ch1>CLlliL Dr"b and AUS t r,r(; 
5 4 3 ') 1 

J'Ol'Ollnt (i) ot' /lind(>I.I": The approximate percentage of the 
total wall area of the room which is composed of glass. 

IIllight: The [loor to ceiling height. 

ACOUSTICS The accepta~ility of the acoustics of each room is based 
-URon measurements of ambient noise level (dbAl, and upon rev~rberance 
~haracteristics (flutter echo and reverberation time).-

Rating Explanation 

Acc 

Un N 

Acceptable: Noise level and reverberatJon time are 
within standards for each room function; flutter 
echo ts absent or slight. 

Unacccptab·le, !loise level exceeds standard or intur
feres with room function. 

1.1," R Unacceptable: NGtJ.ceable flutter echo or excessive 
reverberation time, 

Un NR Unacceptahle: aoth Un N <lnd Un R 

LIGHTING 
Type: Refers to type of light fixtures in the room. 

I - Incandescent IjF - Con~ination incandescentj 
F - Fluorescent fluorescent 

Laval: Ratings of the acceptability (;~ light hl the room ar", 
based upon comparisons between ::1>0> r,l<:'ilSUred light: lev{,ls (1n 
footcandles) and the accepted standards of li'Jht require:aents 
for the fUnctions performed in the rcom,· 

Rating f!xpl.:lnation ___ _ 
Good r.ight levels for all functions of the roem ~y'r:;(:(!cl 

or equal accepted standnrds. 

f'air 

Poor 

Light levels for some functions are standurd; 
others are s~?standard. 
Light levels fo~ <;11 functions arc substandard. 

AIR CONDITIONING The symbols indicate the type of au 
conditioning, if present, in the rOOM. 

~ymbol 

N 

C 

W 

R 

(nHl 

Explanation 

No air conditioning present. 
Central air conditioning. 
WindOW air conditioning units. 

Room air-conditioning units 

Indicates mUltiple wir.dow units, (c.g., 3 wind~' 
units would be entered as (J)W. 
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JUV. C.P.O. 

FIRST FLOOR 

Juvenile Session (3rd 
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AREA i~ of 
(sq. ACC- US 
ft. ) ESS ERS 

70 ea , 12 
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195 PUB 3 

225 SEC 6 

500 PP.V 28 
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FINISH 

W7\LLS FLOORS 'CEILINGS LIGHTING 
ACOU- AIR % of 

Matf: onc1tn Tonet vine Mat K;ondtn Mat ~ondtn Ht STICS Type Level CONe 

pB; 
FAIR 1 0 CT FAIR M GOOD 7 I AC:C: NonA P()(yR N nM 

WI' GOOD 2 0 V GOOD AT GOOD 8' , ACC F FA T"I<. N 

WP GOOD ~ 10 V GOOD AT GOOD 8 I UnN F GOOD IN 
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Criteria 

CuurttOoms, o!'ficoo, hOI'I1~in9 roon,s, Ilacrotllrilll a.rqas. confor;'onCIl 
1'OOI11Il, Ubrd.doa,' lOUrtg<l1l lind d()tont:ion !:lICit it.l.<l8. lIl':'Q ilurvoyod for 
1111 of tIlt) informllUQI\ in tho cllbl.<I On tllll (lIeinQ P"I'l~. 

{S(JIlIlt'.· (ootll<:!Il, typo of aCCc!w, noloI'!. ncoulltiCtI, atc.) 

StoriliJO ilrullu, \'/lU~tll, l1111chlno .... y IlrO/lS ili'ld cU!lto<.\lI1L rOoms lIro 
tHlrv<ly,,1l for on ly tho ilqu<lro [OCllIIIJ<'. 

Other ,1rOIl!! lllich /IS ~l"!H:l!:;, roat!('oom!l, olollotoro ;}nd ol:a.l);'WIIYO o.ro 
not survoyud h~ 1111. 

Definitions 
AIU::;. 'rotal £lo,)1;' araa including work spacQ, circ:ulal:iur. nPllcQ, lind 

• stCIJ:'ago in squllr,) .rcet, 

,\CCESS Thc degre~ to ,.Ilich public on!:ry into a room ill rO>ltrietod. 

~~ Explanation 

Pub Pub~ic: ACCQSS is unrestricted to general public. 

Prv Private. Access is partially restricted by means of 
doors. countl!rs, or graphics. 

Sec SeclJre: Acceall' Ja restricted by guard, receptionist, 
<>[" locked doors. 

IW~IBER OF USEnS The estimated seating capacity of a r.oom for users 
and spectators, based upon current furnishing. 

FINISH 
~3 .. ~1''''' .:;d f.'!:Jt}: 

:~l ~i"f rJJ CO.itlD 

p - p.tlnted 
9 - glil'tu.i 

AB'r - Asbestoo Tilo 
hP - Acoustic Plaster 
AT ,- Acoustic Tile 

CK - Cork 
Cra - Ceramio Tile 

S - Stone 
SA ~ounu t - textured 

CT - Conc/:el:e 
S - Brick 
DC - Bookcase 
C - Carpet 
CB - Concrete Block 

G 
M 
P 
~R 

- Glass 
- Metal 
- Plaster 
- Paper 

Absorbing 
T - Terrazzo 
V - Vinyl 
W - Wood 
WP - Wood 

<:;}'I(H::i:;m (C{mdtn): Paneling 

Rating 

Good 

l"air 

Poor 

Explanation 

Condition of surface shows no sign of demage. C6ntinued 
preventive maintenanco 1s nuCricient to maintain this 
condition. 

Condition of aurface indicatoa Borne dam~gu. S~all 
Bcal~ .~p~irB and corrective maintenance are ne~~as~ry 
to retard deterioration of condition. 

Condition of surface indic«ten sovere damage. Lar\l6 
scale corrective maintenance js p~cessary to ~revent 
complete 10aH of the finlsll. 

• Refer to ~o=hn~c~1 1nfo~t!bn sect10n ro~ fur~her oxp1anat1on 

I' 
I 

I 

~'Im<l: 1\ u~'bjcctive oVblUilLlOn ot tho colo!;' tQne of tho rOom 
based on thu following rating Dcalo! 

I>right lIne! (!b~~l. Dub <lntl hu:lto.;:, 
5 ·1 5 '} 1 

)'aro,lIIt (xJ 0 r lIinJot.lo: Tho oppro,x.il11ato poranntagc of the 
I:ocnl wall nrea at' the room whlalJ, is composed 0.( \llasu. 

lIailJh t t Thc !'loor to c<ll].ing height. 

ACOt1S'fICS 'rho accept!lbility of tho acoustics of each room is based 
I upon measurcmentll of arnbit,lnt nolso Invol (dbA'). and up'm rev>!l:ber.'lncc 

qhllraCtcriotico (flutter oeho and reverberation time).-

Rating E~planation 

Acc Acceptable, Noise level !lnd rtW~rbcration time lire 
within ttllndards for coch room Iuncticm; flutter 
echo is ausent or slight:.. 

Un N Unaccoptablel Noise level excecds stand~rd or intor
feres with rOom function. 

" Un R Unacccptable: Noticcllble flutter ocho or excessive 
rellerberation time. 

U!'-ill! Unacceptable: Both Un N and Un R 

LIGHTING 
Type: Rofers to type of light fixtures in tho room. 

I Incandescent 
F FlUorescent IIF - Con~ination inc~ndesc~ntl 

fluorescent 
Level: Ratings of tho acceptability of light in the room are 
based upon comparisons between the mQasured light levc:ls (in 
footcandles) and the accepted standards of li'1ht requirer,1cncs 
for the functions performed in the room •• 

Ilil t1 1'19 f:xpl unll"t.;;;i""o"-n:-___________ _ 
GOOd r.ight lovcla (01." d J 1 functions of the ["oc,m "XO;<;CU 

or equal /1ccep~e<l st:inc'l::de. 
f'air 

Poor 

Light levels for some functions !Ire standurd. 
others are substandard. 

Light levels for all functions are substandard. 

AIR CONDITIONING The symbols indicate the type of air 
conditioning, if present. in the roo~. 

Symbol Exe1anation 

N No air conditioning prOBent. 
e Contral air conditioning. 
W Window air conditioning unita. 

R Room ~ir-conditionin9 units 

l 
I 

Indicates mUltiple window units, (e'9-, 3 window J~ 
units would be entered a9 (3JW_ 

-'\I---~---:---J 

(n)I. 

.~~~.,~." ~{~'!' 

L,-:.,:;r.~~'1J';;;;' ''\.2:;'. V~ y:~ib ~ 0 r--~ 1 It ""~.~ lJ ,LJi LJt ,LjJL ,LJ LJt· {'i £j ~' Wt 1 ;~~ l·;cl .. ..~ H. 
~'.~"'~", ~I* ... _~~ ~.~~'~ 'K 
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FALL RIVER 
DISTRICT 

ROOM 

SECOND FLOOR 

2nd Session Ctrm. 

Juv. Probation . 
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. 

AREz\ iF of 
(sq. ACC- US 
ft~') ESS ERS 

380 POB 23 

375 PUB 5 

FINISH 

Wl\LLS FLOORS 
% of 

Mat [:ondtn Tone Nine Mat ~ondtn 

WP GOOD 3 0 'C GOOD 

WP GOOD 5 10 C GOOD 

. I 
t , 
• 

~ 

• 

'CEILINGS LIGHTING 
ACOU- z\IR 

Mat r::ondtn Ht STICS Typ12 Level CONe 

AT GOOD II' Ace F FAIR C 

-", 
t\. ... GOOD II' Ace F GOOD C 
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Criteria 
Courtrooms, offices, hearing rOOffiS, secretarial areas, conference 
rooms, libr~ries, lounges and detention '~acilities are surveyed for 
all of the information in the table on the facinq paqe, 

(squar,' footage, type of access, finish, acoustics, etc.) 

Scorage areas, ~aults, maChinery areas and custodial rooms are 
surveyerl for only the square footage. 

Other areas such as closets, restrooms, elevators and stairways are 
not surveyed at a}l. 

Definitions 
ARE.A 'fotal floor area includtng \.-ark stl~ce, circulation space, and 

. storago ~n fiqua~e feet. 

ACCESS The degree to which public entry into a room is restricted. 

Symbol Explanation 

Pub Public: Access is unrestricted to general public. 

Prv Private: Access is partially restricted by means of 
doors, counters, or graphics. 

Sec Secure: Access is restricted by guard, receptionist, 
or locked doors. 

NlP.-IBER OF usens 'rhe estimated seating capacity of a room' for users 
and spectators, based upon current furnishing. 

FINISH 
S..tkl' t Ll: lJ (jv.: t J : 

;:1 rJj-i.r,JQ CoJes 

p - painted AD'!' - Asbestos Tile ex - Cork S Ston~ 
g - g13zu.l AP - Acoustic Plaster CRT - ceramic Tile SA Sound 
t - textured Nr - Acoustic Tile CT - Concrete Absorbing 

B - Brick G - Glass T - Terrazzo 
DC - Bookcase M - Metal V - Vinyl 
C Carpet P Plaster W - I~ood 
CB Concrete Block I'R - Paper !-IP - Wood 

C'::"fdi: t:m (Cund tnJ: 
Paneling 

Rating Explanation 

Good condition of surface shows no sign of d~\ge. Continued 
preventive maintenance is sufficient to ~alntain this 
condition. 

Fair Condition of surface indicates somo damago. Small 
6ca;~ .~~~irs and corrective maintenance are necessary 
to retard deterioration of condition. 

Poclr Condition ot su!:'face indicates :;e.\!~re damage. Large 
scale corrective maintenance j5 recessary to prevent 
comp1ete loss of l;he finish. 

'. Refer to technical ~nformation sect~on for further explanat~on 

t 
I 
I 

Ton": A s\1bjective evaluaLi.on of the color tone of the room 
based on the following rating scale. 

f,right:and Cheerful Drab and Auster", 
5 4 3 2-1 

PQrCRnt (S) of lIindo.,s: The approximate percentage of the 
total wall area of the room which is composed of glass. 

lIeight: The floor to ceiling height. 

ACOUSTICS The acceptability of the acoustics of each room is based 
'uRon measurements of ambient noise level (rlhAl, and upon revcrberance 

characteristics {flutter echo and reverberation timej.-

• Rating Explanation 

~ 1'.cc 
~ 

.. 
• Un N 

Un R 

Un NR 

LIGHTING 

Acceptable: No~se le~el and reverberation ti~e are 
within standards for each room function: flutter 
echo is absent or slight • 

Unacceptablet Noise level exceeds standurd or inter
feres with room function. 

Unacceptable: Noticeable flutter echo or ezcessive 
reverberation time. 

Unacceptable: ~oth Un N and Un R 

• 
Type: Refers to type of light fixtures in the room. 

I - Incandescent 
F Fluorescent 

I/F - Combination incan~escent/ 
fluorescent 

I.ovet: Ratings of tho acceptabil<ty of 1igh,t in the room ure 
based upon compari-sons between th, measured light l~v(,ls (in 
footcandles) and the accepted sta dards of liqht requlrc:.lcmts 
for the functions performed in th. room.* 

Rating Explanation ___ _ 

Good 

Pair 

Poor 

I.ight levels for all ·~unctions of the rOOT, "Y.1;<:1,,1 
or equal accepted standards. 

Light levels for some functions are standard, 
others are substandard. 

Light 1evels for all functions are substandard. 

AIR CONDITIONING The symbols indicate the type of air 
conditioning, if prescnt, in the roo~. 

Syw~01 Explanation 

N 

C 

W 

R 

No air conditioning present. 

Central air conditioning. 

Window air conditioning units. 

Room air-conditioning units 

I 
I 
I 
I 

(n)li Indicates mu1tiple window units, (e.g., 3 wind~ J 

un", would b •• n"" • ., 13l". -----.-l 
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Criteria 
Courtro~ms, offices, hearing rOOffiS, secretarial areas, conference 
rooms, libr~ries, lounges and detention fecilities are surveyed for 
allot t!'.e information in the t:able on the facinq paqe, 
(squar.~ footage, type of acces~, finish, acoustics, etc.) 

Storage areas, vaults, machinery areas and custodial rooms ar~ 
surveyed for only the square footage. 

Other areas such as closets, restrooms, elevators and stairways are 
not surveyed at a~l. 

Definitions 
ARF.A Total floor area including ~ork s~~ce, circulation space, and 

. storago l.n squa~e feet. 

ACCESS The degree to which public entry into a room is restrict~d. 

Symbol Explanation 

pub Public; Access is unrestricted to gen.eral public. 

Prv Private: Access is partially restricted by means of 
doors, counte~s, or graphics. 

Sec Secure: Access is restricted by guard, receptionist, 
or locked doorn. 

NmlBER OF US~RS The estimated seating capacity of a room for users 
and spectators, based upon current furnishing. 

FINISH 
;:.L:"1...!:.l' r ,1: d (M.t t) : 

:'I·tJji.rrJJ CoJL?S 

p -
g -
t -

painted AB'r 
glazo'; AP 
textured K.c 

Asbestos Tile 
- Acoustic Plas.-,er 
- Acoustic Tile 

C~ 
CRr 
CT 
G 

Cork 
Ceramic Tile 
Concrete 

s - Stone 
SA Sound 

Absorbing 
T - Terrazzo 
V - Vinyl 

'B 
DC 
C 
CB 

- Brick 
- Bookcase 
- Carpet 

Concrete Block 

M 
P 
PR 

- GliiSS 
- Metal 
- Plaster ~I - Wood 

Paper Nt> - Wood 

i.'~t1diti:m (Cundtn): 
Paneling 

-l'\a ting Explana. tion 

Goon 

Fair 

Poor 

Condition of surface shows no sign of damage. Continued 
preventive maintenance is sufficient to maintain this 
condition. 

Condition of surface indicates some damagf.J. Small 
sca.!.: .. c:p..:irs and corrective maintenance are necessary 
to retard deterioration of condition. 

Condition of surface indicates severe' damage. Large 
scale corrective maintenance js recessary to ~revent 
complete los!! of the £inish. 

• Refer to tcchn!.cal l.nforrnation sectl.on fCl: furt:her explal"atl.on 

t 
I 

Tone: A svbjective eval~~lion of the color tone of the room 
based on 'the follow.!.ng rating scale: 

&righ_t_and_Ch~erful Drab and Aus!::':n" 
5 4 3 2 I 

1'8rcIlnt (V of WindoLla: The approximate percentage of the 
total wall area of the room which is composed of glass. 

/leight: The floor to ceiling height. 

ACOUSTICS The acceptability of the acoustics of each room is based 
, ur!on measurements of ambient noise level (dbA), and uprjfl re'lcrberance 

c;haracteristics (flutter echo and reverberation time).-

Rating Explanation 

Acc 

Un N 

Un R 

Ur NR 

LIGHTING 

Acceptable: No~se level and reverberation ti~e ere 
within standards £0£ each room function; flutter 
echo is absent or slIght. 

Unacceptablet Noise level exceeds standard or inter
feres with room function. 

Unacceptable: Noticeable flutter echo or excessive 
reve.beration time. 

Unacceptable: Both Un N and Un R 

Type: Refers to type of light fix tures in the room. 

I - Incandescent 
F Fluorescent 

IfF - Combination incanpesc8nt/ 
fluorescent 

LeveZ, Ratings of tho acce,?tability of light in the room are 
based upon comparisons betw':!en the mca<;ured light lcvr:1s (1.n 
footcandles) and the accept.:ld standards of lirjht require:,1C!Ots 
for the functions performed in the room.* 

Ra ting__ Explana tion 
Good 

Fair 

Poor 

y.ight levels for all functions of the rou'll ,>xcc,t:cl 
or pqual accepted standards. 

Light levels for some fUnctions ars standard; 
others are substandard. 
Light levels for all functions are substandard. 

AIR CO~DITIONING The symbols indicate. the type of air 
conditioning, if prescnt, in the roo~. 

symbol Explanation 

N No air conditioning present. 
C Central air conditioning. 
W Window air conditioning units. 

R 

(n)N 

Room air-conditioning units 

Indicates multiple window units, (e.g., 3 wind~' 
units would be entered as (3)W. 
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TAl!JNTON 
SUPERIOR 

ROOH 

SECOND FLOOR 

2nd Sess. Sup'r Ctrm. 
I Juvenile Court 
~obatj on Sec 'y 

. 
r--

AREA 
(sq. 
ft. ) 

1055 

250 +-, 

# of 
l\CC- US 
ESS ERS Mat 

PUB 43 pP 

EUB 6 oP 

FINISH 

WALLS FLOORS 
% of 

Condtn TOnet 'line Mat Condtn Mat 

POOR 3 40 W FAIR lE.P 

GOOD 3 20 W FAIR IpP 
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"CEILINGS LIGHTING 
ACOU- AIR 

~ondtn Ht STICS :!YE.c:: Level CON.L 

GOOD 30' UnN I POOR N 

GOOD 12' I Ace I FAIR N1 
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Criteria 
Courtrooms, offices, hearing rOOffiS, secretarial areaS, conference 
rooms, librdries, lounges and detention facilities are surveyed for 
all of t!',e information in the cable on the facinq paqe, 

(squar,' footage, type of access, finish, acoustics, etc.) 

Storage areas, vaults, machinery areas and custodial rooms arl) 
surveyed for only the square footage. 

Other areas such as closets, rest.rooms, elevators and stairways are 
not surveyed at all. 

Definitions 
A~A ~otal floor area including work space, circulation space, anc 

. storago in square feet. 

,\CCESS The degree to which public entry into a room is restricted. 

~lIbol Ex'planation 

Pub Public: Access is unrestricted to general pub~ic. 

Prv Private: Access is partially restricted by means of 
doors, counters, or graphics. 

Sec Secure: Access is restricted by guard, receptionist, 
or locked doors. 

NU~!BER OP usr:ns 'fhe estimated seating capacity of a room for users 
and spec~ators, based upon current furnishing. 

FINISH 
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p - painted AB'i' - Asbestos Ttle C!( - Cork, S - Stone 9 - glaze"; AP - Acoustic Plaster CRT - Ceram3.c Tile SA - Sound t - textured Kr - Acoustic Tile CT - Concrete Absorbing 

i:;.!:di t i"n 

Rating 

Good 

Fair 

Poor 

'B - Brick G - Glass T - Terrazzo 
DC ,- Bookcase M - Metal V - Vinyl 
C - Carpet P - Plaster W - Wood 
CB - Concrete Block PR - Paper WP ~ .lood 

(Ccmdtn) : Paneling 

explanation 

Condition of surface shows no sign of damage. Continued 
preventive maintenance is sufficient to maintain this 
condition. 

Condition of lIurface indicates sarno damagu. Small 
scal~ ~u~~irs and corrective maintenance arG necossary 
to retard deterioration of condition. 

Condition of sur.face indicates severe damage. Large 
scale cor~ective maint~nance is PdCeS&ary to ?revent 
complete 105B of the tl.nish. 

~ Refer to technical loniormation sectloon for furl:her explanatl.on 

t 
I 

Tone: A sl'bjective evaluaLion of the color tone of the room 
based On the following rating scale: 

Bright and Cheerful Drab and Aust",re 
5 4 3 2 1 

I'orcel! t (%J 0 f Windows: The approximate percentage of the 
total wall area a f the room which is. composed 0;: glass. 

Height: The floor to ceiling height. 

ACOUSTICS The acceptability of the acoustics of each room is based 
• uPon measurements of ambient noise level (rlbA) , and up0n reverberance 
~haracteristics (flut.ter echo and reverberation time).-

Rating__ explanation 

Acc 

Un N 

Un R 

U~ 

LIGHTING 

Accept3ble: Noise level and reverbera~iop tim~ are 
within sti'.l"loard" for each room function. flutter 
echo is abs~nt or slight. 

Unacceptable: Noise le4vel exceeds standa:::d or inter
feres with room functio;lI. 

Unacceptable: Notlceable flutter echo or excessive 
reverberation time. 

Unacceptable: Both ~~r~'~N~a~n~d~u~n~R~ ____________________ __ 

Type: Refers to type of light fixtures in the room. 

I - Incandescent 
F - Fluorescent 

IIF - Combination incandesc~nt/ 
fluorescent 

LeveL: Ratings of the acceptability of light in the room are 
based upon comparisons between the measured light levels (in 
footcandles) and the accepted standards of liqht requirement.s 
for the functions performed in the room.* 

Rating Explanation _____ __ 

Good Light levels for all functions of the room ~y.~~~d 
or equal accepted standards. 

Fair Light levels for some functions are standdrd. 
others are substandard. 

Poor Light levels for all functions are substandard. 

AIR CONDITIONING 'fhe symbols ind icate the type of air 
conditioning, if pres~nt, in the ro~. 

Symbol Explanation 

N No air conditioning present. 

C Central air ~onditioning. 

W Window air conditioning units. 

it 

(n)1i 

Room air-conditioning units 
~ 

Indicates multiple window units, (e.g., 3 wind~' 
units would be entered as (3}W. 
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ATTLEBORO 
DISTRICT 

ROOM 

BASEMENT 

Juvenile Cell #1 

Juvenile. Cell #2. .. 
. 

1<' T R.C: 'T' 1<'T .n(YR 

Juvenile P. 0,. 

SECOND FLOOR 

iluv. & Prob. Ctrrn. 
-
'Judge's Lobby 

~ 

- , 
.' 

r 
I . 

I . -

.~ 

ARE!\, if of 
(sq. ACC- US 
ft. ) ESS ERS Mat 

85 SEC 4 pP 

85 SEC 4 pP 

-

145 PUB 4 IpP 

1100 PRV 60 pP 

280 SEC 4 pP 

-

-

FINISH 

W!\.LLS FLOORS CEILINGS LIGI-I'rING 
% of ACOU- AIR 

~ondtn Tone Nine Mat ~oDdtn Mat ~ondtn Ht STICS Type:: Level CONe 

, 
FAIR 3 5 CT GOOD pP FAIR 12' UnR I POOR N 

FAIR 3 5 . CT GOOD pP FAIR l2'. UnR I POOR N 
- --

-

GOOD 2 5 V GOOD oP GOOD 10 1 UnN 1<' r:nnn N 

'pOOR 3 30 V GOOD pP FAIR 15' UnR F FAIR R 

GOOD 3· 15 V GOOD pP GOOD 12' UnR F GOOD N 
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, I NewBed-
ford 

Dist.3r 
CO<:'<:';r'\n 

JUDGE 

Can the Judge see the entire courtroom? Yes 

Can the Judge hear the Witnesses clearly? Yes •. 
Can the Judge hear the Attorneys clearly?* Yes 
Is the Judge's lobby adjacent to the 
courtroOM? No 

Is there a bathroom in the Judge's lobby? No 

Is 'the Judge's lobby private? No 

Is the Judge's lobby secure? No 

JURY 
What size jury can the .courtroom 
accomodate? No iurv 
APEroximately how far are jurors from 

lE-lJ lic? 
]\.pproximately hmv far are jurors from 
litiqants? 
Can the Jurors see Nitnesses at full 
Iface? 

Can the Jurors see the Judge at full face? 

Can the Jurors see the Prosecutor & 
Defense Attornev?* 
Are Jurox;s on same side of J~dge as 
Witnesses? 

\ 

Can 'ch.e Jurors hear Attorn~ys. clearly?* 
~-' . 

NITNESSES 

Can Witnesses see Judge & Atto:pneys? Yes 
\ 

Does the Witness Box have a m:i,.C~ophone? No , 

ATTOP.NEYS 

Can Attorneys see the Jury? 
> 

Can Attorneys hear the Judge clearly? Yes 

* 
!I' 

When Attorneys are in their,~sual locations 
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IATTORNEYS (continued) 
I 

I 

lCan Attorneys hear the Witnesses clearly? 

IApproximatel~ 
,from counsel. 

how far is the defendant 

IAre Lawyer conference rooms conveniently 
!located? 
I ._",_. 
ICOURT OFFICERS 
:Do Court Offl.cers have a desl.gnated 
iglace in courtroom? 
!Are they near enough to defendan.t to 
Irestrain ltim? 
iIs there a Court Officer located between 
IJury & public? 
jIs a Court Officer located so that he can 

rotect Judqe? 

PROBATION OFFICERS 

lIS there a space for the Probation 
Officer and his records? 

DEFENDANT 

Can the Defendant hear the Judge clearly? 

Can the Defendant hear the Attorneys 
clearly?* 
Can the Defendant hear the Witnesses 
clearlv? 

GENERAL' 

Is there an alarm system? 

Does the courtroom have a blackboard? 

Can the cOtlrtroom be darkened for visual 
aids? 

clock? 
~ 

,IS there a 
r 
!rUBLIC .. 

rIS'the Public seating comfortable? 
I 

IDoes the press sit in the public area? . ~ . 

, E-29 

!NeWBed- I. Fall 
ford i River 

:Dist. 3rc' Dist2nc 
,S~!=lsion Sessior 

Ye:~ Yes 

3' Adi. 

No Yes 

No No 

Yes Yes 

No No 1 

No No 

, , 
Yes Yes 

Yes Yies 

Yes Yes , . 

No No 

Yes Yes 

Yes Yes 

No Yes ~ 

Yes Yes 

No presf No pres 
I 

Taunto.n 
Sup'r " 
2nd 
Session 

Yes 

Adj. 0 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Yes ...... 
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No 
-

Yes 

-
Yes 
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No pr~j s 
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JUDGE 

Can the Judge see the entire courtroom? Yes 

Can the Judge hear the Witnesses clearly? Yes 
"-1f;1>' 

Can the .Judge hear the Attorneys clearly?* No, 
Is the Judge's lobby adjacent to the 
courtroom? Yes 

Is there a bathroom in the Judge's lobby? Yes 

Is the Judge's lobby private? Yes . 

Is the Judqe's lobby secure? Yes 

JURY 
~'1hat size jury can the courtroom 
accomodate? No iury 
APEt'oximately how far are jurors from 
[pu'lic? 
Approximately hm<1 far are jurors from 
litiGants? 
Can the Jurors see ~\7i tnesses at full 
Iface? 

Can the Jurors see the Judge at full face? 

Can the Jurors see the Prosecutor & 
Defense Attorney?* 
Are JurolJs on same side of Judge as 
Witnesses? 

Can the Jurors hear Attorneys clearly?* 

'NITNESSES I 

I " 

Can v!i tnesses see Judge & Attorneys? Yes 
, 

Does the Witness Box have a microphone? No 

ATTORNEYS 

Can Attorneys see the Jury? 

Can Att?rneys hear the Judge clearly? Yes 

~~hen Attorneys a,re in their usual locations 
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(ATTORNEYS (continued) 
I 

I 

~Can Attorneys hear the Witnesses clearly? --, 
iApproximatel~ 
,from counsel. 

hm'l far is the defendant 

IAre Lawyer conference rooms conveniently 
llocated? 

jCOURT OFFICERS 
Do Court Officers have a deslgnated 
iplace in courtroom? 

Of .~~ •• 

:Are they near enough to defendant to 
lrestrain 1Ti ? m. 
lIs there a Court Officer located between 
!Jury & pub lic? 
iIS a Court Officer located so that he can 

rotect Judae? 

PROBATION OFFICERS 

iIS there a space for the Probatlon 
Officer and his records? 

DEFENDANT 

Can the Defendant hea.r the Judge clearly? 

Can the Defendant hear the Attorneys 
clearly?* 
Can the Defendant hear the Ni tne,sses 
clearlv? 

GENERAL 

Is there an alarm system? 

Does the courtroom have a bl,ackboard? 

Ican the courtroom be darkened for visual 
aids? 

a clock,? 
! 

,IS there . 
r 
IpUBLIC 

lIS the Public seC1.ting comfortable? 
i , 
IDoes the press sit in the public area? 
f 
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

NEW BEDFORD DISTRICT COURT, THIRD SESSION 

This courtroom was built as a lawyers' conference room 

at the back end of the main courtroom. It now has to 

be used as another courtroom. It is very small and 

inadequate. Ther.e. is a bathroom in the back of the room. 

FALL RIVER DISTRICT COURT, SECOND SESSION 

There is very little desk area here, and there is no 

Judge's lobby. A paging system to the lobby waiting 

area is in use. 

TAUNTON SUPERIOR COURT, SECOND~ESSION 

The ceiling in this courtroom is arched, and extremely high. 

Stairs in ths back lead up to a balcony, which runs along 

all but the exteri.or wall. Above the balcony on the side 

wall is a large leaded-glass archway, overlooking the 

rotunda area. 
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hCOUSTICS 

~,~~!~~J ~~iKP is background noise; that is, an average 
noisc lavel attributed to sources such as'air rushing' 
throuuh ventilators, outside street traffic n?ise, 
flourcsccnt balast hum, and oth~rs. 

The noise le,>:!l, for this study, was measured in 
ciec~bels an a, A-w;'ighted flcale (dBA units). The A
wci9ht~d sca:~ compensutes for hUffinn hearing defi
cienci~s by adjusting the sound levels at. each end of 
the audible frequency spectrum. For a detailed explan
ation of acoustic measurement, please refer to Sounci 
CQn~re; C~~ctructidn·. For comparison, a table of 
typical noise levels and optimum background sound 
levels follows.** 

Source/Roam Level (dBA) 

Typical Aircraft (near plane) 140 
Person shouting 80 
Average conversation 50 

optimum Conference room 35 
Private offices 35 4S 
Large general offices 45 
Stenographic offices 50 60 
Courtroom 35 ,.. 45 

Field measurements were' made with either of two Bruel 
& Kjaer sound level meters, models #2203 or ~2206. 
These are equipped with microphones which are nearly 
omnidirectional. The.ftequency response for the 
#2206 is 4Hz to 16KHz (~2dB). The frequencv resoonse 
specifications for the #2203 are quite lengthy. • 
(Instr~ction manual has specifics). 

FLu t :n' E\"ho occurs when a sound wave bounces 
continually getween two parallel, acoustically reflec
i:ive surfaces. The magnit~\de of the sound has to be 
~t ~n nudi~le level, and th8 time between bounces must 
be great enough to li)ake the noises distinguishable as 
sep~ra~e sounds. Flutter echo usually sounds like a 
series of short pings. 

'l'o estimate flutter echo, a researcher claos his hands, 
producing an impulse sound, and then listens for it~ 
:nresence. 

R':';!:l';:>C!'.ttion time is the duration of sound reflection 
in a space. It is defined as the time (in seconds) 
after a constant noise source ceases, that it takes 
for the original sound pressure level to decrease by 
one thousand (60 dB). The oresence of flutter echo 
and re.verberation times in this study we;re estimated 

To estimate the reverberation time, a researcher coughs, 
producing a laud sound, and then listens for the rate of 
decay of the cough. 

*Sound ControL Conatruction. Second edition, prepared 
by the Unit(~d st.ates Gypsum Co., Chicago, Illinois 1972. 

*·Soun.d C:3ntl'oZ Conot;}'1uatior: J except for the courtroom 
data, which was obtained from Nr, Robert Ncwr<ln, 
Profesyor of Architecture, Massachusetts Instltute of 
Technology 

···Illu~inating Bnginccrin~ society, !E,; 
IJ~J:r .. :':.'7 5J :"=..:ib IJok., tJc·,rJ Yot"k: :-tcGrolw-Hill, 1964 

LIGHTING 

The ratings for lighting acc.pta~!lity arc based upon 
the accepted standards of light intensity <Is listed 
~n IE.'~ (ILlumination £·n(lit'l.De't'in'? Eocic';y) Ha.ndbook. lf **. 
These standards provide a comprehensive listing of the 
levels of light required for a multitude of tasks. 

The standards specify required light lavels in foot 
candles. (On;, foot candle is defined as the intensity 
of the light produced by one candle at a distance of 
one foot). -for a given light source, the intensity 

'of the emitted light is inversely proportional to the 
square of the distance between the source and the point 
of measurement; for example, if the intensity of a 
light source was measured as being ~oo footcandles at 
a distance of one foot, at a distance of two feet, the 
intensity I-Iould drop to 100 footcandles. For this 
reason, th~ lighting standards refer to light intensity 
at the work surface, The follo'..;i:1g table of light 
requirements, which is representative of court 
activities, is an extrAct of a more exhaustive listing 
in the-IES Handbook. * •• 

Room' 

Courtrooms 

Library 

Conference 
Room 

Offices. 
(Acco':!"ting) 

Offices, 
(General) 

Police 

'Function 

Required 
Light. 

(Footcandles) 

seating area 
court activity area 

reading printed material 
study and note taking 

interviewing 

30 
70 

30 
79 
30 

auditing, tabulating, 150 
bookkeeping, business 
machine operation, computer 
operation 

Reading poor reproduc- 150 
tions, business machine 
operation, co~p~ter 
operation 

Reading handwriting in 100 
hard pencil or on poor 
paper, reading fair repro~ 
ductions 

Reading high contrast or 30 
well printed ~terials 

Jail cells 30 

Field measurements are made with GE 213 light meter. 
This meter, is color and cosine corrected to give a 
linear response (accuracy ±lS). 

Ligh~ int7ns~~y is n~t the only factor affecting 
the ~llu~Lna~~on of a room. Natural light (sunlight, 
shaded l~ght and overcast conditions) has a marked 
affect on the lighting level of a room. Glare from 
harsh lighting can hinder the ability of the occupants 
of ;~e.room to read and record informatior.. These 
cc;>nc.~~~ons, as well as other factors affectIng the 
l~ght~ng, such as special deficiancies or annoyances, 
are noted \~hen pertinent. 

This section contains a table of acoustical and liqh~cing 

measurements on selected rooms in the courthouse. Nhen further 

explanation is needed, additional 

ACOUSTICS 

52 ABS ACC 30 

40 SLI ACC 45 

46 ABS ACC 2Cl 

42 ABS EXC 35 

'70. 5 ·'c"'WloiJt.. 

Acceptable SLI ACC -
EXC = Excessive ABS 

NOT = Noticeable 

comments will follow the table. 

45 

35 35 

= Sliqht 

= Absent 

E-34 

LI(;HTIN(; LEVELS 
(ft. candles) 

45 45 MIN 

30 35 PRO 

50 50 MOD 

MIN = Minimal 

MOD = Moderate 

PRO = Profuse 
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

NEW BEDFORD DISTRICT COURT, THIRD SESSION 

Acousti~s This session has a high background noise 

level due to the window air conditioners and people 

talking outside. The room acoustics are fair, since the 

room is small. 

Lighting The lighting is fluorescent and at a poor level. 

FALL RIVER DISTRICT COURT, SECOND SESSION 

Acoustics Due to the acoustical tile and carpeting, this 

room's acoustical characteristics are good. There is some 

ambient noise from the fans and from offices next door. 

Lighting Two sets of fluorescent bulbs give this room 

a fair level of light. There are no windows and the color 

quality of the room,combined with fair light levels make 

it seem cold. ' 

TAUNTON SUPERIOR, SECOND SESSION 

Acoustics The primary ambient noise source is traffic 

noise. The courtroom faces the Taunton Green, which has heavy 

traffic, and the noise produced there is considerable. 

Finish materials are all sound-~eflective. 

Lighting Lighting is exclusively incandescent, and completely 

inadequate.A chandelier holds twelve luminaires. There are 

fi~e three-cluster brackets around the room. 

E-35 
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS, CONT. 

ATTLEBORO DISTRICT SECOND SESSION 

Acoustics The main sources of ambient noise are traffic 

noise and hallway noise. The room is air conditioned, 

but the system is remarkably quiet. The room is quite 

reverberant, however, and this tends to negate the benefits 

of low ambient noise. 

Lighting The room is lit with five hanging indirect/direct 

fluorescent fixtures, each fixture containing four 4' 

tubes. The light distribution is uneven, fading toward the 

sides of the room. The fluorescent lighting is considerably 

augmented by natural light . 
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The Attleboro District Courthouse was originally 

constructed in 1910,and an addition was made in 1971-72. 

The building is shared by the District and Probate Courts. 

The court is in fair overall condi~ion. 

The building is, structurally sound except for a 
~ .. ~. 

recurring roof leakage problem. The building systems (heating, 

air-conditioning, plumbing and electrical) are adequate 
1 

and operational. 

The court has ample space, due to the addition. A 

large portion of the basement is currently not used, but 

could easily:be temodelled into office , storage or 

cou~troom space. .-~.--- .. ----.,..~-.~-- -- -------- ._-

The lighting levels are gBnerally substandard with completely 

unacceptable levels in the 1st session courtroom. Many rooms 

are acoustically unacceptable due to excessive noise levels. 

The courtrooms are unacceptable due to their reverberant 

characteristics. 

The finish materials are generally in very good condition 

except where roof leakage has resulted in damage to the walls 

and ceilings. 

I, 
Interview with Mr. W~lfred Gurn, Custodian, Attleboro 

District Courthouse. 
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ARCHITECTURE 

Description 
-/ 

The facade of the courthouse is primarily 

focused on the one-story addition which was completed 

in 1972. Behind it, the original two-story structure 

is vis:i:tJ.e ,but it is of secondary visual impor"tance. 

While the original p-~ilding has a certain classical 

tendency, the new portion is decidedly featureless. The 

cornice, lintels and other elements" only faintly 

iesenilile the original structure , which is a re6 brick 

neo-classical building .. 

COYJ-1UNITY SERVED, NEIGHBORHOOD, TRANSPORTATION 

population 'l'he district court serves the communi ties 

of Attleboro, North Attleboro, Mansfield and Norton. 

The combined population of these areas is 66.'1612 (Massachu-

setts 1971 Census). 

Neighborhood The courthouse lies just outside the business 

section of Attleboro. The immediate surroundings are 

primarily residential buildings, although many of these 

buildings have been converted for such used as professional 

offices (lawyers, accout.t'ants, etc.) and others. 

Public Transportation No local public transp9rtation serves 

the court. 
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Parking There are 43 parking spaces directly behind 

the courthouse, 20 of which are marked ":t:eserved" for 

court personnel. 

COURTHOUSE FUNCTIONS 

Schedule of Operation The courthouse is open from 8~30A.M. 
"i1 .... 

to 4 P.M. Monday through Friday, and from 8:30 A.M. to 

12 Noon on Saturday. The court schedule follows~ 

Criminal cases 
Civil 
Small Claims 
S·~.pplmentary Process: 
Summary Process 
Juvenile 

M-S' Main ctrm. 
M " " 
T " " 
W " " 

Th " " 
T Juvenile Ctrm. 

The Juvenile 
on a regular 

Courtroom is also used as a Probate Courtroom 
basis. 

Space for Non- Court Personnel There are no non-court 

personnel located in the building. 

Security One court officer is employed by the court. The 

prisoners are transported by the court officer in his 

private car. 

Public Address System There is no public address system 

in the building. 

Tape Recording The court has no facilities for tRpe 

recording sessions. 

Visual Aids The court does not provide any visual aids. 

Use of Graphics There is no directory in the building. 

Many rooms, but not all,are labeled. Some labels are par

tially worn off and are difficult to read. In many cases 

the labels are dark figures on a dark background, which' 

are difficult to read. 
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Rest Rooms Public rest rooms are located in the basement. 

A sign -- visible from o~e direction only in the main 

hallway indicates their location. The rest rooms are not 

particularly convenient to either courtroom; this is 

especially the case with the juvenile session on the second 

floor. 

STRUCTURE 

Qualitativ.e comments contained,except where noted, in 

this section (STRUCTURE) were obtained from Mr. Wilfred 

Gurn, Custodian. 

Structural System The old building is constructed of 

masonry bearing with steel and concrete floors, and wood 

roof framing. The addition has masonry bearing walls,and 

open web steel joists with poured cement on steel decking. 

Roof leaks in both portions of the building have resulted 

in interior damage (ceilings, walls, etc.) 

Air Conditioning The addition to the building is air 

conditioned, with room units. The juvenile courtroom has 

a central air conditioning unit. A couple o,f units have 

leakage prob~~ms; otherwise the system i~ in good condition. 

Heating Heating in the ,old building is a'fuel-oil dr~ven 

system; the addition has an electric system in the same 

room units as the air conditioning system. The heating system 

is in good condition. 

Plumbing The plumbing is adequate and in good condition. 

Electrical System The electrical system has an adequate 

capacity and is in' good .condition~ 
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Fire Protection and Detection No fire detection systems 

are used in the building. It does p however, have battery-

powered emergency safety lighting. Fire extinguishers are 

prominent and well-placed. There are two continuous 

paths of egress from the basement, three from the first 

floor, and one from the second floor. Exit graphics are ...., .. 

adequate. 

Storage Our researchers noted that the vault space 

for the Clerk is very small. Other space Xnon fire~proof) 

is adequate. The vault is inconveniently located in the 

basement. Space for the probation department is adequate. 

OPERATING AND MAINTENANCE COSTS 

The following information on costs was obtained from the 

Bureau of Accounting of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

These are actual costs for the year 1973. 

Light, Heat, 
& Powea: 

General Maintenance 
& Repair 

Fuel Oil 
Water 

$ 5,763.45 

2,386.51 
2,515.80 

38.40 
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.---
r-"-' - I CON:t-, . 

VAULT & P.O. 
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Criteria 
Courtroonls, offices, hearing rooms, secretar.ial areas, confercnce 
rooms. libraries. lounges and detention facilities are surveyed for 
all of t!,e information in the table on the facinq paqe, 
(squar~ footage, type of access, finish, 3cQustics, etc.) 

Storage areas, vaults, machinery areas ,:.::;1 I!ustodial rooms are 
surveyed for only the square footage. 

other'areas such as closets, restrooms, elevators and stairways are 

not surveyed at all. 

Defini tions 
AREA Total floor area including work spa~e, circulation space, and 

• storago in squnre feet. 

:\CCESS The degree to Which public entry into a room is restricted. 

Symbol Explanation 

Pub Public: Access is ~~restricted to general public. 

Prv 

Sec 

Private: Access is partially restricted by means of 
doors, counters, or graphics. 

Secure: Access is restricted by guard, receptionist, 
or locked doors. 

HU~IBER OF USERS The estimated seating capacity of a room for users 
and spectators, based upon current furnishing. 

FINISH 
~~!~ P:.l:l1 (:.! .. :t): 

:i elf[ .r,:o -Co,itZ8 

p -
g -
t -

painted N)'r 
glaz~d .1\.P 
teo<:tured AT 

Asbestos Tj,le 
Acoustic Plaster 
Acoustic Tile 
Drick 

c,1{ 
era 
CT 
G 
W 
P 
PR 

Cork S - Stone 
Ceramic Tile SA - Sound 
Concrete Absorbing 
Glass T Terrazzo 'B 

DC 
C 
CB 

Bookcase 
Carpet 
Concrete Block 

- Metal V - vinyl 
Plaster W - \~ood 
Paper WP - Wood 

Paneling 
C~.di~i~n (Cundtn): 

Rating Eo<:planation 

Good 

Fair 

Poor 

Condition of surface shows no sign of damage. Continued 
preventive maintenance is sufficient to maintain this 
condition. ' 

Condition of surface indicates soma damage. Small 
scal~ ~~~~irs and corrective maintenance are necessary 
to retard deterioration of conditic;m. 

Condition of surface indicates severe damage. Large 
scale corrective maint~n~nce js pccessary to prevent 
<:ompletc loss of the fl.n.lsh • 

. j'one: .1\ I'mbjective eyaluation of the color tone of the room 
based on the following rating scale: 

Bright and Cheerful Drab and llUstr<re 
5 4 321 

Percent ('!.) of WindollS: The approximate percentage of the 
total wall area of the room which is composed of glass. 

Ueight: The floor to ceiling height. 

nCOUSTICS The acceptability of the acoustics of each room is hased 
, up.,on measurements of ambient noise level (abA I. and upon re'lcrberance 

characteristics (flutter echo and reverberation time) ,-

Rating Explanation 

Acc 

Un N 

Un R 

Un "NR 

Acceptable: Noise level and reverberation time are 
wi.thin standards for each room function; flutter 
echo'is absent or slight • 

Unacceptable: Noise level exceeds standard or inter
feres with room function. 

unacceptable: Noticeable flutter echo or excessive 
reverberation time. 

Unacceptable: Both Un N and Un R 

LIGHTING 
,Type: Refers to type of light fixtures in the room. 

I - lncandescent 
F - Fluorescent 

I/F - Combination incand~5cent/ 
fluorescent 

Leve2: Ratihgs of the acceptability of light in the room are 
based upon comparisons between the measured light levc:ls (in 
foote'andies) and the accepted standards of liqht requiref.lents 
for the functions performed in the room.* 

Rating Explanation 
Good Light levels for all functions of the room exceed 

or equal accepted standards. 

Fair 

POQr 

Light levels for some functions are standard; 
others are SUbstandard. 
Light levels for all functions are substandard. 

AIR CONDITIONING The symbols indicate the type of air 
conditioning, if present, in the rpon. 

symbol Eo<:planation 

N 

C 

W 

R 

(n)lv 

No ai;; conditioning present. 

Central air conditioning. 

Window air conditioning units. 

'Room air-conditioning units 

Indicates multiple wir.dow units, (e.g., 3 wind"",' 
units would be entered as (3)W. 

f 

\ 
\ 
\ 

I 

I 
\ 

.. Refer to technica~ :>.riformation sectl.on jOo" furt:her explanatl.on , 
• , " - " ,~if -'.",'-" I"~'"'--'''' "~-,,', F=""" 

",,' ,0,. ' ," ,. I II' I " ,"" ,:;;1 ," Q'. .1,:;"';'::;' p.:-::::;;:.e F:::::~'~ !--:::"L...["-"~'~ ,-.-~" ,-It .' 
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I - FINISH 
< 

I 
" 

I 
AREA it of WALLS FLOORS CEILINGS LIGHTING 
(sq. ACC- US- ,% o:f ACOU- AIR 

ROOM ft.) ESS ERS Mat~ondtn TOnet'Jin£ Mat k:oIldtn Mat~ondtn H't STICS Type: Leve 1 CON,] 

i .BASEclENT , 
t 

; 

;1 ~lerk's Storaqe 1015 SEC 
4 
~ I' 
'1 

.Janitor's Storaqe 255 PUB , 

Storage, 575 PUB 1,-
I 
J 
; 

- . 
Probation Storage 1185 SEC 

r 
1 
1 

Telephon~ Equip. 110 PUB 

J 
~ 
I 

:i ~ 
~ 

Storage 95 PUB 

Boiler 'Room 640 PUB 
~:~ 

Janitorts Storage 145 PUB r--

Jan. Equip. Storage 870 PUB 

Clerk "5 Vault 530 SEC , 

I 

Juvenile Cell #1 85 'SEC 4 pP 'FAIR 3 5 CT GOOD pP FAIR i 17' UnR I' PO'OR N 

Juvenile Cell, #2 85 SEC 4, - pP ,FAIR.3 5 CT GOOD pP FAIR. 17' UnR I. POOR. N 

Storage 295 SEC " \ " 
r-- -,- ._-' _ • 

Cell(male adult,Group 335 SEC lO'riP FAIR 3 0 CT FAIR pP FAIR 11' UnR I POOR N 

Bar Association Room 455 PRV lq pP GOOD 3 5 ' . ~T/' Go'OD AT GOOD 8 I ACC I POOR N 
~ " ,/ 

.... _-. ..,..- ~--~--'- --- -------...........:...~--

.:...~~"-

<: 
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'Criteria 

CQurtrooms, offices, hearing rooffis, sccretarial areas, conference 
rooms, libr.~ries. lounges and detention facilities are surveyed for 
all of the informa tion in the table on the facinq paqe, 

(squac.' footage, type of access, finish, acoustics, etc.) 

Storage' areas., vaults. machinery areas and custodial rooms are 
surveyed for only the square footage. 

Other areas such as closets. restrooms, elevators and stairways are 
not surveyed at all. 

Definitions 
AREA Total floor area including work space, circulation space, and 

.' storage in square feet. 

ACCESS The degree to Which public entry into a room is restricted. 

Srmbol Explanation 

Pub 

Prv 

Sec 

Public: Access is' unrestricted to general public. 

Private: Access is partia.lly.restricted by means of 
doors, counters, or graphics. . 

Secure: Access is r~stricted by guard, receptionist, 
or locked doors. 

NU~IBER Of' USERS The estimated seating capacity of a roo'll for users 
and spectators, based upon current furnishin~. 

f'INrml 
&.~ l.!i.l" t " : d (M.l t) : 

~l'i!f'i':JJ Co.1es 

p - painted ABT - Asbestos Tile . CK - Cork g - glazed AP S Stone 
-'Acoustic Plaster CRT - Ceramic Tile SA - Sound t - textured Nr - Acoustic Tile CT - Concrete 

C'~!ldi~ .·o·n 

Rating 

Good 

Fair 

Poor 

Absorbing 'B - Brick G - Glass T .• Terrazzo DC - Bookcase M Metal V - Vinyl C - Carpet p - Plaster W - Wood CB Concrete Block PR - Paper WP - Wood 
(C'undtn) : Paneling 

Explanation 

Condition of surface shows no sign of .damage. Continued 
preventive maintenance is sufficient to maintain this 
condition. 

Condition of surface indicates somQ damag4. Small 
&cal~ ~~p~irs and corrective maintenance are necessary 
to retard deterioration of condition. 

Condition ot surface indiCates severe damage. Large 
scale corrective maint~nance jg recessary to ?revent 
complete lOSt! of the tl.nlsh. 

* Refer to tcchnica~ ~nformation scct10n for fur~her exp1nnat1~n 

r'~1 t~1 \--1 F"--~a ..-'-"" -: .~~ l· . ~"-'-\ '._'~c'\ ,"-' ~-~~ 

'L-J ;"H':"'~i r·······"- ,.~.,."'.! r--r e \ . \ \ ~ l . , ~ f , . ~ . 
v"') U .... \",." .. ) ~ ~ 

I 
I AREA 
I (sq. 

ROOH ft. ) 

Custodians' Storage 175 . ; 
:' 

j Custodians' Office 240 

H 
~ 
~ 
\ 
\ 

FIRST FLOOR 

Clerk's Sec'y 1190 
·1 

I Clerk's Vau·1t 105 
j 
4 

i ~ 
I I 
~ ~ 
ij ~ 
It 

Clerk's Office 280 

Ass't Clerk 155 

1 Clerk's Hearing Rm. 155 
i--

r . ! 
, , 
:.} 

Prob.Lounge & Equip_ 660 
l-( 

I
,'· 
, 

" 

',I 
i}i 

\1 

.P.O. #1 

P.O. #2 

C. P .'0. 

Prob. Sec'y 

Juvenile P.O. 

Conference #1 

Conference #2 

145 

110 

145 

1060 

, lt1t; 

200 

65 

;~ '--" '~ ~ 

# of WALLS 
ACC- US 
ESS ERS Mat ~ondtn Tone 

PUB 

rUB 1 pP FAIR 2 

PUB-} 
PRV 11 pP GOOD 3 

SEC 

SEC 7 WP GOOD 2 

PRV 4 WP GOOD 2 

PRV 4. pP GOOD 3 

PRV 3 pP GOOD 3· 

SEC 3 WP GOOD 2 

SEC 4 WP GOOD 2 

SEC .4 WP GOOD 2 

PUBI WP./ 
PRV 15 oP GOOD 2 

PUB 4 . pP GOOD 2 

PUB 6 pi? GOOD 2 

PUB 3 pP FAIR 2 
-

t 
I 

Tone: A s~bjective evaluation of the color tone of the roo~ 
based on the following rating scalel 

Bright and Cheerful Drab and Aust~rt 
5 4 "3 '} r 

Percent (X) of Windouo: The approximate percentage of the 
total wall area of the room which is compos cd of glass. 

[leigh t: The (loor to ceiling height. 

.-J 

ACOUSTICS The acceptability of the acoustics of each room is based 
• ull.0n measurements ·of ambient noise level' (elbA), an.d up':''' revcrberanc« 
~haracteristics (flutter echo and reverberatLon tLmCj.-

Rating E~planation 

Acc 

Un N 

Un R 

Acceptable. Noise level and reverberation time are 
within standards for cAch room function 1 flutter 
ccho is absent or slight. 

Unacceptable. Noise level exceeds standard or inter
feres with room function . 

. j 
Unacceptable: Noticeable flutter echo or excessive 
reverberation time. 

U? NR Unacceptable: Both Un N and Un R 

LIGlITING 
Type: Refers to type of light fixtures in the room. 

I Incandescent 
F Fluorescent I/F - Combination incandesc~nt/ 

fluorescent 
~r~ul: n~tlngn of tho acceptability of light in the room ~re 
bused Upon comp"r lsona be tweon tho m~~suC"ud 1 i'Jh t 10v,:1 & (i n 
footcandl.es) and tho accepted standard" of li'lht r«quiC"e:.lents 
fo~ the functions performed in the room. * 

Rating Explanation 
"ood 

Fair 

Poor 

Light levels for all functions of the rOOm ~xc~cd 
or equal accepted standards. 

Ligh~ levels for some functions are standdrd; 
others are substandard. 

Light levels for all functions are substandard. 

AIR CONDITIONING The symbols indicate 
conditioning, if present, in the roo~, 

the type of air 

Symbol Explanation 

N 

C 

N 

R 

(n)1i 

No air conditioning present. 

Central air conditioning. 

Window air conditioning units. 

Room air-conditioning units 

Indicates multiple window units. (e.g., 3 wind~' 
units would be entered as (3)W. 

( )if 

t ~ 
~ i r 
~ 

f ... .rr 
.~ ~ 

f 
~ 

FINISH 

FLOORS 
% of 
Nine Mat ~ondtn 

5 W FAIR 

5 V GOOD 

10 C GOOD 

0 C GOOD 

0 V GOOD 

0 C GOOD 

10 C GOOD 

10 C GOOD 

10 C GOOD 

10 v r-()()n 

5 V GOOD 

5 V GOOD 

5 V GOOD 
. ~ 

/. 

Mat 

pP 

AT 

AT 

AT 

AT 

AT 

AT 

AT 

AT 

11'P 

pP 

pP 

pP 

U Ll ~ F 
L-...si LJ 

CEILINGS LIGHTING 

/:ondtn Ht 
ACOU-
STICS Type Level 

GOOD 12' ACC I POOR 

.. 
l{, 

GOOD a 10' ACC F FAIR 

GOOD 10' ACC F GOOD 

GOOD 10' ACC F FAIR 

GOOD' 10' UnN F GOOD 

GOOD 10' ACC F FAIR 

GOOD 10' ·ACC F FAIR 

GOOD 10' ACC F FAIR 

'GOOD. 10' UnN F FAIR 

r-()()n 11 () , 1\,.,,., F FAIR 

GOOD 10' UnN F GOOD . 
GOOD 10' UnN I FAIR 

GOOD 10' UnN I POOR 

~. 

I 
. \ 

I 

I 

i 

! -~ F'" 

"L..J; 

'--'--1 

AIR 
CONe 

N 

W/ 
2R 

2R 
.--

C 

N 

R 

R 

C 

R 

SR 

N 

N 

N . 

~i'-
.~ .... ""l 

<: 
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Criteria 
Courtrooms, o!fices, hearing roo~s, secretarial areas, conference 
roonlS, 1 ibri1ries, lounges and detention facilities are surveyed for 
all of t!;e information in the table on the facinq paqe, 

(squar.' footage, type of access, finish. acoutltics. etc.) 

Storage. areas, vaui ts, machinery areas and custodial rooms are 
survey~d for only the square footage. 

Other areas such as closets, restrooms, elevators and stairways are 
not surveyed at all. 

Definitions 
ARE~ Total floor area including work space, circulation space, and 

• stor.agG in square feet. 

~CCESS The degree to which public entry into a room is restricted. 

Symbol Explanation 

Pub Public: Access is unrestricted to general public. 

Prv Private: Access is partially restricted by means of 
doors, counters, or graphics. 

S~c Secure: Access is restricted by guard, receptionist, 
or locked doors. 

NU~1BER OF USERS 'fhe estimated seating capacity of a room for users 
and spectators, based upon current furnishing. 

FINISH 
:.: : !" Co J' ! ,1; tI ( :.!:r t ) : 

FlcJj'i.X.eiJ CoJJS 

p - pain.ted ABT - A~bestos Tile CK - Cork S - Stone 
g - ?lazuli l\P - Acoustic Plaste~ CRT - Ceramic Tile SA - Sound 
t ,. textured AT " - Acoustic Tilp. CT - Concrete Absorbing 

. B - IJrick· G - Glass T - Terrazzo 
IJC - Bookcase, 'M - Metal V - vinyl 
C - Carpet 'p Plaster W - Wood 
CB - Concrete Block PR - Paper WP - Wood 

Paneling 
(.';o,!diti~n (Cundtn): 

Rating Explanation 

Good Condition of surface shown no sign of damage. Continued 
preventive maintenance is sufficient to maintain this 
condition. 

Fair 

Poor 

Condition of aurface indicates soma damago. Small 
scal" "C:I'.lirs and correctivll maintenance are necessary 
to retard deterioration of condition. 

Con~ition ot surface indicdtcs severe damage. Largll 
scale corrective maintanance is racessary to prevent 
complete 10Bil of the finish. 

• Refer to tcchnica1 ~nformation sect10n for fur~her explnnat10n 

~.~ "'" 

'--.-..-.,. -.. 
-- "" _. 'r:. 

Tone: A subjective evaluation of the color tone of the room 
based on the following ratin~ scale: 

Bright and Cheerful '$leab and Austf=r~ 
5 4 3 '2 1 

I'aroant ('I.) of WindolJ9: The approximate percentage of the 
total wall area of the room which is composed of glass. 

lIaigh t: The [loor to ceiling height. 

ACOUSTICS The acceptability of the acoustics of each room is based 
'URon measurements of ambient noise level (dbA). and Up0n reverberance 

characteristics (flutter echo ar.d reverberation time).-

Rating Explanation 

Acc 

Un N 

Un R 

Acceptable: Noise level and reverberation time are 
within standards for each room function; flutter 
echo is absent or alight • 

Unacceptable: Noise level exceeds standard or inter
fereswith room function. 

i 
Unacceptable: Notlceab~e flutter echo or excessive 
reverberation time. 

U~ NR Unacceptable: Both Un N and Un R 

LIGHTING 
Type: Refers to type of light fixtures in the room. 

I Incandescent 
F - Fluorescent 

IfF - Combination incandescent! 
fluorescent 

Level: natin~s of ~he acceptability of light in the room ar~ 
based upon comparisons between the measured light lcv(,ls (in 
footcandles) and the accepted standards of light requirements 
for the functions performed in the room.* 

Rating Explanation 

Good Light leVels for all functions of the room ny.c~eu 
or equal accepted standards. 

Fair Light levels for some functions are standdrd; 
others are substandard. 

Poor Light levels for all functions are substandard. 

AIR CONDITIONING The s~nbols indicate the type of air 
conditioning, if present. in the roan. 

Symbol Explanation 

N No air conditioning present. 

C Central air conditioning. 

W Window air conditioning units. 

R 

(nHI 

Room air-conditioning units 

Indicates mUltiple window units, (e.g., 3 ~ind~' 
units would be entered as (3)W. 

\ 
\ 

\ 
, \ 

I 
I 

\ 
J 

\ 
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I .... 
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FINISH 

AREA # of WALLS FLOORS CEILINGS LIGHTING (sq. ACC- US- I % of l\COU- AIR ROOH ft. ) ESS ERS MatCondtn Tonet \fine Mat Condtn Mat Condtn !-It STICS Type Level COND 

"~ 

I 
~ 
II 
11 

I 
I 

2?80 
pP/ 

1st Session Ctr~. I PUB 44 S FAIR 3 25 V GOOD oP GOOD 20' UnN'R T pnn'R N 

Judge's Lobby (distric t) 505 SEC 11 Iwp GOOD 2 5 C GOOD AT FAIR. 10' UnN F F;ll,T'R ?R 
, WP/ 

Judqe's Seely 385 PRV 5 BC GOOD 2 5 C GOOD AT GOOD 10 ' ACC F FA1R iW 

1 

, . 
SECOND FLOOR 

1 
I 

I 
-I 

'I ~ . ~ 
I m 

" '~ 

,~ 

! 
Juv.&Prob. Courtroom 1100 PUB 60 oP !POOR 3 30 v ~nnn nP 'k'nTP 15' UnR F F.Zl.TP P. 

"-

Judge's Lobby 280 SEC 4 pP ~OOD 3 15 .V GOOD pP GOOD 12' UnR F GOOD N 
I 

Prob. Judges& Seely 110 PRV, 2 WP ~OOD 2 10 W FAIR AT GOOD 10' ACC F GOOD W 
I 

I' , I 
" 

't 
I 
( 

I 

Probate Judges Office 235 SEC 6 WP pOOD 2 10' W FAIR AT GOOD' 10' UnN F GOOD W 
I--

Library & Hearing Rm. 1100 PUB 23 WI t:;OOD 2. 40 V GOOD AT POOR 12' ACC I POOR N 
.~ 

.1:'''' 

I 

~ ; 

r . . 
, 

I: , , 

:l 

i.! 

-. ~ .... "~ 

(; 
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I 

Main Juv. 
Session & 

Probate 

JUDGE 

Co.n the JudGe;! see the entire courtroom? Yes Yes 

Can the Judge hear the \'li tnesses clearly? Yes yp~ 

or 

Can the Judge hear the A.ttorneys clear-ly?* Yes No 
Is the Judge's lobby adj acerlt to the 
courtroom? No Yes -
Is there a bathroom in the Judge's lobby? Yes Yes 

Is 'the Judge's lobby private? Yes Yes 

Is the Judge's lobby secure? Yes Yes 

JURY 
~'lhat size jury can the courtroom 
accomodate? No jury ~O jury 

Approximately how far are jurors from 
public? : 

Approximately how far are jurors from 
litigants? 
Can the Jurors see ~'Ji tnesses at full 
frtce? 

Can the Jurors see the Judge at full face? 

Can the Jurors see the Prosecutor & 
Defense Attorney?* 
Are Juro!js on same side of Judge as 
Witnesses? 

Can the Jurors hear' Attorneys clearly?* 

~nTNESSES 

Can v!i tnesses see Judge & Attorneys? Yes Yes 
. 

Does the VV'itness Box have a microphone? No No 

ATTORNEYS 

Can l .... ttorneys see the Jury? 

Can Attorneys hear the Judge clearly? Yes Yes 

* ~,rhen i-\ttorneys are in their usual locations 

F-18 
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IATTORNEYS (continued) 
I 

I 

lean Attorneys hear the Witnesses c:learly? 

IApproximatel~ 
,from counsel. 

how far is the defel'\dant 

IAre Lawyer conference ro6msconveniently 
Ilocated? 

jCOURT OFFICERS 
;Do Court Off1cers have a des1gnated 
112 1ace in courtr:oom? 
:Are they near enough to defendant to 
lrestrain J:rim? 
iIs there a Court Officer located between 
!Jury & public? 
lIS a Court Officer located so that he can 

rotect Judae? 

PROBATION OFFICERS 

lIs there a space for the Probat1on 
Officer and his records? 

DEFENDANT 

Can the Defendant hear the Judge clearly? 

Can the Defendant hear the Attorneys 
clearly?* 
Can the Defendant hear the ~'7i tnesses 
Icle::l,..l v? 

GENERAL 

Is there an alarm system? 
-

Does the courtroom have a blackbo'ard? 

Ican the courtroom be darkened for visual 
jaids? 

lIS clock? 
! 

there a 
-I 

IpUBLIC 

! 
lIs the Public seating comfortable? 

IDoes the press sit in the public area? 

F-19 

Main Juv . 
Session & 

ProbatE 

No No 

15' 15' 

Yes No 

'I 

Yes Yes 

Yes Yes 

No No 

" " 

Yes Yes 

I 

No N'o ", 

.No No 

No No 

No No 

Yes Yes 

Yes Yes 

Yes No ~ 

Yes Yes 

Yes lNo press 
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;'COUS'rrCS 

~"IJ':":Tit l:o':T!tJ is back'Jround noise: that i~J. an aVt);,age, 
noise level attributed to SOUrces such ns an rUshlnq 
thrOUf.1h ventilators, outside street traffic nOise, 
fJourcsccnt balast hU~t and others. 

LIGH'l'ING 

Tile ratings for lighting acCc.ptability qrc baseci 

This 
lighting 

section contains a table of acoustical and 
measurements on ~~lected rooms in the court 'louse. 1 When further The noise le\~l, for this ~tUdy, was measured in 

aeclbels On a, A-We1ghtccl scale (dBA Units). The A
Weighted Sca'~ co;npen.sat.:o~ tor hUl1\nn hearing dcfi
cit.!!lcies by djusting the 'SOUnd levels at oach end of 
the aUdibl ".requency spectrum. For a detailed explan
ation of aCl,.Ustic measurement, please refer to SOu!'!d 
Cr:><:tr(.z r:O'lC'tr'uation*, .For comparison, a tllble of 
typical noise levels and optimUm backgrO<lnd SOund levels follo~s.~~ 

the acCepted St.ilndards of light intenSity as 1ist~gon 
·in 1ft fIZZw'Iination ':nGineerir:~ SOciety} Jhndbook'" 
These !If.andarcls prOvide ., comprehensive listing Of ~hj 
l<'vols of 1 i 9h t requi reu for a mu t tit:ude of tasks.~ n 

explanation is needed, additional comments will follow the table. 

Source/ROom 
T;pical Aircraft 

Level (dB& 
(near plane) 

140 1>erson shOllting 
80 Average conver.sat:ion 
50 Optimum 

Conference room 
35 Private offices 

Large general offices 
Stenographic Offices 

35 - 45 
45 
50 _ 60 - Courtroom 
3S 45 

Field measurements Were made with either of two Eruel 
& Kjller Sound leVel meters, models #2203 Or '2206. 
These,arc equipped with microphones Which are nearly . omnid~rectional. The,frequency response for the . 
R2206 is 4Hz to 15KHz (~2dBI. The frequsncv response 
speCifications for the #2203 are quite lengthy. 
(Instruction ~nual has specifics). 

PZut!!:'}, Sane> occurs when .a SOUnd wave l?t>unces 
Continually between two parallel, acoustically reflec_ 
tive surfaces. The magnitude of the Sound has to be 
ut un aUdihle level, and the time between bOUnces must 
be great enOUgh to make the noises distingUishable as 
separate Sounds. Flutter echo USUally SOUnds like a ~eri~s of Short pings. . 

~O-estimate flUtt~r echo, a researcher claes his hands, 
PrOducing an impulse Sound, d then listens for it~ ,r>resence. 

.. ,' -J". 

l!l1ve!·bcJ'.ltion tine is the duration of SOUnd reflect' ~n a space. It is defined as the time (in seCOnds)lon 
after a co~s~ant nOfse source ceases, that it takes 
for the or~g~nal SOUnd pressure level to decrease by 
One thousand (60 dB). The presence of flutter ech 
and reverber.atien ·times in this stUdy, w~re Sstilllat~d 

To estimate the reverberation time, a researcher COUghs, 
prodUcing a IQud Sound, and then listens for the rate of decay of the Cough. 

------------------------._---------
·Sound Control Cor..,.tl'uotion, Sec<:)nd. edition, prepared 
by tho "Oit,d St.t •• ,ypow, Co., Ch,0.90, lilino[, 1972. 

··Sound CO>!t""z CO.18tl'UO~ion, except; for the COurtroom 
data, which Was obtained from Mr. RObert Newrnun, 
Professor of ArChitecture, l1assilChUsetts Institute of Technology 

"~·!l~uninat:~~g ~nginceril1'1 SOc.!.cty, !F-'3 
[.!:l'l::nl:J P'·:"!:oo,,,.:. '~e..., York: j"ICGrol''''-lIill, ~964 

I 

The oS'tandards SpeCify' reqUired light levels in foot 
. c~ndles.. (';)::(1 foo t Cand Ie is de! i ned as the in tensity 
0'-; the 1~9!te produc~d by one cancJle at a Ilistance of 
One foot). For a 9i VC:n light SOYrce, the intensity 

'of the emitted light is inversely proportional to the 
squal:'e of the distanc(} between the source and the Point 
of measurement; for ('~ample, it.' the intensity of a 
light SOurce was meaSured as bGinq 401j footcandles 'at 
a ciistllnce of one foot, at a distance of two feet the 
il1tensity wO~ld drop tCf 100 foo~candles. For thi~. 
reason, the" liG'h t:in91 St.':ndards refer to light intensity 
at the Work SUl'.(acc, Tne fOllC>ling t:able of light 
reqUirements, which is represcnt;",tive of COUrt 
actiVities, is an ext;.l"ilct of a lrore exhaustive listins . .tn thc:·.tE:s l1~'!dbook, '" w 

ReqU.irea 
Light ~~-~~----__ F~u~n~c~t~i~o~n ______________ ~(~~ 

Courtrooms, 
seating area 

Library 

Confe:z:ence 
ROom 

30' 
70 

CO\}l'!: activity area 

reac!ing printed material 30 
stUdy and note. takbg 79 
interVieWing 

30 

".' . i 

•. ] ..... . 

:']." 
, . 

~·l;.;··.·.·· ,~ . 

l. " 

Area 
~l~ourtroom 

Offices 
(AcCO~tin9) 

Offices. 
1Ge:aeral) 

aUditing, tabUlating, 150 
bookkeeping, bUsiness 
machine operation, computer operation 

Reading Poor reproduc- 150 
tions, bUSiness machine 
operation, COl::puter 
operatiOn 

JL .3t session 

:.~ .1venile an 
~]~ . .cob~te 

Police 

Reading handwriting in 100 
hard pencil or on poor 
paper, reading fair repro
dUcticJ:ls 

Reading high contrast or 30 
well printed r~terials 
Jail cells 

30 

Field measurements are made \dth G.:; 213 light meter. 
This meter: is color and cosine cerrected to give a linear response (accuracy ±lS). t-

------------------------_._-----

Light int711si~y is net: the only factor affecting, th~ i
ll

u.,?1.
11a

tl.on of ~ :Ooln. Natural light: (sunIJ.ght, 
shaded hght «nd overcast conditions) has a markeu 
affect ?'1 the lighting level of a r<X.'In. Glare from 
harsh hg'ht:ing can hinder the' ability 'of the OCCUPMts 
of the, rOO1:1 to read and record ;i.nforruation, These C'?ndi~lons, as Well as other factors ~ffectlng the hght~ng, SUch as sPeci.al deficit!ncie!' or annoyances, are noted when pertinent. 

" 

b~] 
:_,- .... 

, " 

" 

50 

42 

ACC 

EXC 

'NOT 

ACOUSTICS 

~ .ABS EXC 15 20 

ABS EXC 35 40 

I 

--
= Acceptable SLI = Sliqht 

-- Excessive ABS = Absent 

= Noticeable 

F-21 

25 

50 

MIN 

MOD 

PRO 

LIt';HTING LEVELS 
(ft. candles) 

I 
! 

20 MOD 

50 MOD 

= Minimal 

= Moderate 

= Profuse 

L: \, , 

I 
I 

, 
! 

I) • . 
I 



v 

~ , , 

rr''-']' l 
1'1 ' 
I ' 
I~.-<~ -

If: "-],i 
11 ' -- "..".., 

I, 
, '; 
r,', 

, 

~:~:-'2::' :c3:::"',,:'"'T~;E~c:;;s'i'"~iiIr:-' .. :'~"7"""_~' .. ' ____ -.... 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

,MAIN COURTROOM 

Acoustics Much noise enters through the open windows 

of this non-air conditioned courtroom. The room has a 

high barrel-vaulted plaster ceiling, which characteristically 
... , 

causes reverberation problems.Since all other f:i,.nish 

materials are also highly souhd-re~lective, reverberation 

is a salient defect in this room. 

Lighting Lighting is entirely incandescent. There are ~wo 

circular chandeliers, each, with thirty 40-watt bulbs, 

which hang approximately 15' above the floor. There are 

four,supplern:entary luminaires,tvo on the Judge~s Bench 

and two on the Clerk~s. Each has three 2S-watt bulbs. 

JUVENILE AND ~ROBATE COURTROOM 

Acoustics The main sources of ambient noise are traffic. 

noise and hallway noise. The room is air conditioned, 

but the system is remarkably 'quiet. THe room is quite 

reverhero.nt, ho'wever, and this tends to neaate the benefits 

of l()w ombient noise. 

Lightin..9:, The room is lit with five hanging direct/indirect 

fluorescent fixtures, each fixture containing, four 4' 

tubes. The light distribution is uneven, fading toward the 

sides of the room. The ~fluorescent li,ghting is considerably 

augmented by natural light. 

F-22 
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The Fall River District Court is now in fair 

condition. 

The structure itself, built at the beginning of 

the 20th century, is in good condition. The systems 

(air conditioning, heating, electrical and plumbing) 

are adequate for the most part, and are in fair to 
1 

good condition. The room finish materials are in 

good condition. 

The main courtroom was recently renovated. New finish 

materials were installed, which upgraded the acoustics of 

the room. The acoustics of the room are now excellent" 

speech is easily heard. 

The room acoustics throughout the building are generally 

acceptable. However, in some places the background noise 

levels are high. 

The lighting levels range from fair to good. In the 

courtrooms, the lighting levels are fair. 

certain space deficiencies exist. (e.g. the Probation 

Department lacks adequate private office .space.) These 

deficiencies could be corrected if plans for an addition to 

the building ,are implemented. . , 

1 
Interview with Mr. Michael Chadinha, Cour.t Reporter, Second 

District CoU'rt of Brist'ol County. 
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ARCHITECTURE 

Description The Second District Court of Bristol County 

is housed in a two-stOT-j, blond brick building constructed 

in 1908. There were extensive renovations to the courtroom 

and other areas in 1973, and an extension is planned for 

the future. The building is rectangular in plan. There is 

a concrete ledge that runs along the building at the base 

of the parapet. At the entrance, there is a small masonry 

stairway leading up to ari arched doo~way, which is surrounded 

by four concrete columns. 
'.~ 

Distinguishing Architect_ural Characteristics Du~ing the 

1973 renovatic,ln the main, courtroom was acoustically 

improved. 

COMMUNITY SERVED, NEIGHBORHOOD, TRANSPORTATION 

population The District Court serves the ccmllTIunities 

of Westport, Somerset, Swanse~, Freetown and Fall River. 

The combined population of these areas is 143,130 (Massa-

chusetts 1971 Census) . 

Neighborhood The court is located, in urban surroundings 

and is adjacent to the police station and several small 

shops and warehouses. 

Public 'Transportation Local buses serve Fall River i there 

is a bus stop nearby •. 

Parking One parking space is reserved for the judge, but 

there are none reserved for court personnel. The parking 

facilities are inadequate. 
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COURTHOUSE FUNC'l'IONS 

Schedule of Operation The courthouse is .open from 8:30A.M. 

to4P.M. Monday through :b'riday, and from 8: 30 A.M .. to 

12 Noon cin Saturday. The court schedule follows. 

Criminal cases M-S 
Civil T, Th 
Supplementary Process: Th 
Summary Process Th 
Small Claims Th 
Juvenile Th 

Space for Non-Court Personnel No non-court personnel 

are located in the courthouse. 

Securi ty The court employs tr,lO court officers. The police 

station is adjacent to the building. Police officers' are 

sometimes assigned to guard the prisoners. 

Public Address System There is a paging system from the 

courtrooms to the public lobbies. 

Tape Recorc1in.s The court currently records em' tape aJ 1 sessions 

in the main courtroom, and will soon record on tape those in the 

second session. 

Visual Aids The court has a movie projector .. 

Use of Graphic.~ There is no main directory, put room 

signs and individual dire">'ctional signs are clear and 

adequate. Most rooms are labeled according to function,. 
.. 

but the main courtroom is not ma;-'.<ed. 

Rest Rooms The rest room~ are adequate. The public rest 

rooms, however, are ·d,iffi;::ul t to locate, and the women's 

room is very inaccessible. The room is on the second floor 
, . 

and can be entered only from the bas.ement or the second 

session oourtroom. 

--
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STRUCTURE 

Quali tati ve conunents contained in this sectioTl ar'e based 

on interviews with Mr. Michael Cha'dihha, Cour1: Reporter, 

and other J;nembers of the Court staff . 

Structural System The building is of masonry bearing wall 

and steel frame construction. The structure is ~n good 

condition. Roof and wall leaks have recently been repaired. 

There is a problem with dampness in i:he basement, parti-

cularly in the Clerk's vault. 

Air Conditioning The air conditioning for the main 

courtroom and second floor areas is by a central gas system . 

The j udg'e 's lobby area, the Clerk's 0 f fice are'a, and the 

parking violations area are each air condiuioned with a 

unit that distributes the air through ductwork. The air 

conditioning is a4equate, and the various systems are 
c .. 

in fair to good condition. 

Ueating The heating is by three different systems: a 

new gas heater that services the second floor and the main 

courtroom; an oil burner,steam system that serves the 

remainder of the first floor; and an electric heater for the 

Parking Violations Office. The gas and electric heaters 

are adeqU:at~ and in fair to good' condition; however.,' the 

steam system is ~htiquated and overheats the rooms at times. 

Plumbing The plumbing is in fair .condit;i,on, as most of the 

piping is old, but many of the old fixtures have been replaced 

with newer ones. 
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Electrical System The electrical system is adequate 

and in fair to good condition. Additional service was 

installed in 1973, at the time of the renovations. 

Fire Protection and Detection The:teare two fire extin-

guishers located in the public lobbies. There are no alarm 

systems, sprinklers, or emergency exit signs. 

Storage Our researchers felt that storage space is now 

adequate, but that it will soon become cramped. The base-

ment vault is currently too damp t.O safely store records . 

Building Charac,teristics The Adul,t Probation Officers do 

not have enough private office space, and are currently 

very cramped. 

There is no judge's lobby for use by the special judge 

when two sessions are being heard. , "~~",,. 

The lawyer's conference room is, at times, used by the police 

and others,. ~hese other parties will soon have a room 

rese~ved in the basement for their use~ 

OPERATING AND MAINTENANCE COSTS 

The following information on costs was obtained from the 

Bureau of Accounting of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

These are actual costs for the year 1973. 

Telephone 
Light,Heat, 

& Power 
General ¥aintenance 

& Repair 
Fuel Oil 
Water 

$ 734.19 

2,726.96 

2,168.42 
2,439.08 

367.66 
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Criteria 

C\lUrtl·ooms, offices, hearing roon~s, secretarial areas, conference 
rooms. libraries, lounges, and detention facilities are surveyed for 
all oi t",e information in the table on the facinq paqe, 

(squar., footage, type of access, finish, aCOUstics, etc.) 

Storage areas, ~aults, machinery areas and custodial rooms are 
surveyecl for only the square footage .. 

Other areas such as closets, restrooms, elevators and stairways are 
not sun'eyed at all. 

Defini tions 
AREA Total floor area including work space, circulation space, and 

. storage'in square feet. 

ACCESS The degree 'to_which public entry into a room is restricted. 

~\bol Explanation 

Pub Public: Access is un~estricted to general public. 

Prv Private: Access is p<lrtially restricted by means of 
doors, counters, or graphics. 

Sec Secure: Access is restricted by guard, receptionist, 
or locked doors. 

NU}IBER OF USERS 'rhe estimated seating capacity of a room for u!:;ers 
and spectators, based upon current furnishing. 

FINISH 
~',;:~J': ,! :.8 (.'!" t) : 

:.: rJ,{{ .r",~o Co.1t!8 

p - paintecl 
g - glazeu 
t - textured 

AB'i' - Asbestos Tlle 
AP - Acoustic Plaster 
AT - Acoustic Tile 
B - Brick 
BC - Bookcase 
C - Carpet 
CB Con~rete Block 

;"';t·:di;·l:;n (Condtn): 

Rating Explanation 

CK 
CRT 
CT 
G 
N 
P 
PR 

Cork 
Ceramic Tile 

- Concrete 
- Glass 
- Metal 
- Plaster 
- P<;per 

S Stone 
SA - Sound 

Absorbing 
T - Terrazzo 
V - Vinyl 
W - l~ood 
riP - Wood 

Paneling 

Good Condition of surface shows no sign of damage. Continued 
preventivC! mainte~ance is sufficient to maintain this 
condition. 

I' 

" -.:, .. .., .. 

A;. 
.~ J .,' ... .. : .. ~ ~ 

'. 

.2'0"": A sVbjective evaluaLion of the color tOne of the room 
based on the /RH'?!'!ing Jj\~~n'l s C;P II;! : ? :-,.,\ H ' ., . " ,< . . 

Lri'1ht <lnd ChQPrfl'l Drab and AUSter" 
5 4 3, 2 1 

Percent. (1:;) of Window!): The approximate percentage of the 
total wall area of the room which is composed. of glass. 

Ileight: 'I'he floor to ceiling height. 

ACOUSTICS The acceptability of the acoustics of each room is based 
• UP.,on measu,rements of a~i~l)t' noisq lcvnl.(clbA.l, an.d uPQ_n r~vcrberance 

c;haracterl.stics (flutter cchp and'reverberatl.on tl.ntc). 

nating Explanati<>n 

!l.cc Acceptable: Noise level and reverbera!;:ion ti/;le are 
within standards for each reom fUnction; flutter 
echo is absent or slight. 

Un N Unacceptable: Noise level exceeds standard or inter
feres with room function. 

Un R Unacceptable: NQ!;!c::~1'" flutter echo or e:<Ccssi'.'c 
reverberation time. 

U!1 NR Unacceptable: Both Un N and Un R 

LIGHTING 
Type: Refers to type of light fixtures i~ the room. 

I Inc<mdescent 
F Fluorescent IIF - Ccmbination inc~ndQscent/ 

fluorescen t 
LClJeZ: Ratings of the acceptability of lig,ht in the room are 
based upon cornpari'sons between the m~asured light lev(;1s (in 
footcandles) and the accepte·a standards of. li'lht requi cerJc:Jts 
for the fUnctions pcrforn"l!d in the room." 

Rating Explanation 

Good Light levels for all fUnctions of the room ~xc(;ed 
or equal acce;,:'ced s tanc!ards. ' , 

Fair Light levels for some functions are standdrd; 
others are substandard. 

Poer Light levels for all 2~nctions are Q~bstandard. 

- !l.IR .cONOITION,H1G • The symbols indicate'the type of air 
.C'onaitioning, !-f present, i:'l the roo;,;. 

Symbol Explanation 

N 

C 
No air conditio,dng present. 

Central .. i.-: c0n..:_tioning:. 

Fair w 
Condition of GurEnc .. -indIca tell 'SOIl\O' d(llllagu',' - -5mlll'1-.~~ "~I_..:.._-!._ 
Ilcal.: -"'l'..:irs and corrective maintenance; are necess(lry . R 
to retard deterioration of condition. 

Winqow air conditioning units. 
.. _ .1'_ .. __ •.. ___ ............ , _ ... ___ .. * __ .. __ 

Room air-conditioning, units 

Poor Condition of: surface indicates severe damage. Large 
scalt! correcti,(e ma.:i-!lt~n~nce j,s, ,!'eces.q~ry, to ,prevent. 
complete Io!)!! of ,the fLI11511. . 

(n)W. Indi;;ates:?~it'ii:>le W~r.d9w unit;, - (e:g. t 3' windo~, 

L-__________________ ~, ______ ~ " "~"~_'~:~d'B'-,"~'r"".~ ,'''~' . I 
• Hefer to tcchn:'cal l.nformation sectl.on for furl:her explanatl.vn 
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I FINISH 'I' I I 

if orl NlILLS FLOORS CEIJ"INGS, : LIGHTIKG I 
lICC-\ U5-1 I Aco:J-ij . ! A:a : I BASEMENT' I lESS" Ell! MOlt Ht I STICSJ.:'V"ILO"01.:0>"1 

R001"1 

ARE1\. 
(sq. 
ft. \ 

I Kitchen 1 2 80 1 PUB ! I 1 I " I I I L--., 
! t I; l-l Work Area . 1130!PUB I ~ 1 "---l Ii 1 I 

Police Room I NOT YET CqNST~UCTEp! I I I I J j ! .. ~ 
Parking Violations GOOD I 3 I 5 I V I G(I)OD I AT I GOOD I 8 i I ACC I F ! FAIR t~· 590 PUB 3 WP 

Parking Ticket Compo 360 SEC 1 WP GOOD 4 o V GOOD iAT FAIR 8' ACC F i GOOD Ie, 
-j--

IClerk's Vault I 9251SEC 1 1 1 1 1 1 '1' 1 l '1 I 
'Janitor'S storage I 265 SEC I ,:.-If---!---i 
Parking Storage ~~LI I' -l 1 1 I' ' I' 1 I 
7robation Storage I 120 I SEC I ,I I 

-t 

FIRST FLOOR ;H I I I I I i=FC- W 
I r I 

I 

t 
T:1llT'I:LJ-.C. Main Courtroom 2735 PUB 9./~f§(1~ooDJ 5 I 0 In~_LGOOD ~PuLGOO_D I u20 '\ Ace II/F I .I 

I pP/' 
Judge's Lobby 240 SEC. ~ J?CT I GOOD I 2 110 I C I GOOD toP F . .FATR r. GOOD 11' ..linN 

IJUdge'S Sec'y pP/ GOOD piS C I"GOOD pP 

,~C {;OOD 3 110 T FAIR ~ GOOD 113 ·1 UnN 1 F I G~O~ i C Lawyer Conference Rm. 
240 

PRV 

F GOOD C GOOD 13 1 UnN 

Clerk of Court 
240 PRV 6 I pP/ 

_QCT1 GOOD 3 10 V GOOD pP GOOD 13'1 UnN F GOOD L=_~ 

, 

1 

<: 
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rooms, libr~ries, lounges and detention facilities are surveyed for 
all of t~a information in the table on the facinq paqe, 

(squilr.> foot.!lge, type of access, finish, acoustics, etc.) 

Storage areas, vaults, machinery areas and custodial rooms are 
surveyed for only the square footage, 

Other areas such as closets, restrooms, elevators and stairways are 
not surveyed at all. 

Definitions 
AREA 'fotal floor area inclu~lng work space, circulation space, ane 

, storage in square feet. 

ACCESS The degree to which public entry into a room is res~rict~d. 

SLmQol Explanation 

Pub Public: Access is unrestricted to general public. 

Prv Private: Acccss 1s partially restricted b .... means of 
doors, counters, or graphics, 

Sec Secure: Access is restricted by guard, rc-;eptionist, " 
or ·locked doo'~s, 

NEJ!.IBER OF USERS. The estimated seating capacity of a room for users 
and spcctators, based upon current furnishing. 

FINISH 
".:ltc.J·~\.1:"iJ (N:1t): 

;'"J cJ;"'i.rJJ CO.ir?8 

p - Pdint~rl AB'i' Asbestos Tilu 
g - glazuJ AP Acoustic Plaster 
t - textured AT Acoustic Tile 

. & Brick 
Be - Bookcase 
C - Carpet 
cn - Conr.:ret,e Bloc'.;: 

C::>l1di::i"n (Ccmdtn): 

Rating Explanation 

ex -
CRT 
cr 

Corle 
Cera:nic Tile 
Concrete 

G 
M 
P 

- Glass 
Metal 
Plaste:: 

PR Pape:: 

S - Stone 
SA Sound 

Absorbing 
T - Terrazzo 
V Vinyl 
": .". Wood 
WP - l"ood 

Paneling 

Good Condition of Burface ~nows no sign of damage. ,Continued 
preventive maintenance is sufficient to maintain this 
condition. '~ 

Fair Condition of surface indicates soma damag~. Small 
scal~ ~c~~irs and corrective maintenance are necessary 
to retard deterioration of condition. 

Poor Condition of surface indicates severe damage. Large 

t 
I 

- '. ~-:.: ~··"l~, ~,;" 

Ton£: A subjective evaluaLion of the color tone of the room 
based on the following rating scale: 

Bri~ll'LClleerf\ll Drab and Aust~~e 
5 4 3 2 --.t 

Perolint (I) of Windows: The approximate percentage of the 
total wall area of the room ~hich is composed of glass, 

Height: The [loor to ceiling he~ght. 

ACOUSTICS The acceptability of the acoustics of each room is based 
'up.,on measurements of ambient noise levs1. (elbA). and upr,n revurberance 

sharacteristics (flutter echo and reveY-beration time).-

Rating___ Explanation 

Acc Acceptable, Noise level and reverberstion time are 
within standards for each room function; flutter 
echo is absent or slight. 

Un N Unacceptable; Noise level exceeds standard or inter
feres with room function. 

Un R Unacceptable, Noticeable flutte~ echo or e~cessive 
reverberation time. 

U!' NR Unacceptable: Both Un N and Un R 

LIGIITING 
Type: Refers to type of light fixtures in the room. 

I incandescent 
F Fluorescent 

IfF - Combination incandescent/ 
fluorescent 

LcveZ: Ratings of the acceptability of light in the room are 
based upon comparisons between the measured light levels (in 
footcandles) and the accepted standards of li~ht requ~rements 
for the functions performed in the room •• 

Ra ting Explanation ___ _ 

Good r.ight le'/els for dll functions of the roem "",<o"cd 
or equal accepted st~ndnrds. 

Fair Light levels for sorr,e functions are stand'lrd; 
others are substandard. 

Poor Light levels for a1: functions are substandard. 

AIR CONDITIONING The symbols ~~dicate the typ~ of ai:: 
conditionlng, if present, in the ro~. 

Symbol Explanation 

N No air conditioning present. 

C Central air conditioning. 

W Window air conditioning units. 

R 

(nHI 

Room air-conditioning units 

Ind.lcates multiple window units, (e.g., 3 "Window 
units would be entered as (3}W. 

,.--"~::; . ........,, ... : .... ::"':.' 

. scale corrective main~~n~nce js pccessary to ?revent 

.1 complete lOSH of the f~_n_l_s_h_. ________ ~~ ______ ,~~ ______________ ~ __________________ =-______________________________________________________ ~ __ ~ 
* Refer to technical l.nformatio!. $~ctl.on for !urther explanatl.on 
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I i \ FINISH I I I 
'\ I AREl\ I if of "\'ll\LLS I FLOORS CEILINGS ! LIGHTHJG I I 

I ( , r--, ., 
tn, l ~':l' \~CC-I U~ -I ~ .1% 0 fl . l\COU- ! I AI~_ ! 
\ L\.QOl,. \ f1:.) I.t:.SS El~E! MatConutn TonC,\\li n~M.at Condtn MatCondtr.. H1: . STTCS !TyPCi Lcve 1 ICON!) 

t \ 460 ;~~~' .. ~ p~~J GOOD 4 30 I V GOOD p~_ GO()D_ , 13 ' I ACC I F! GOOD I C I 
Clerk's Vault I 320 I SEC r' I 
Clerk's Off. (secly) 

.Civil Clerk (sec'y) 1215 PRV 2 WP GOOD 4 J20 V GOOD pP I GOOD 13' ACC I F IFAIR Ic 

'I 205 I PRV i 2 2~/ GOOD 4 \15 I V GOOD pP GOOD i 13 ; ACC I F t FAIR Ie Small Claims 

Court Officer 
I .j P . I I I I i ,------1 

4 b~/ GOOD 3 I 
Public Lobby 

ISECONDFLOO'R 

Second Courtroom 
f;J1ivenlle 
Probation 

240 

540 

380 

375 

PRV 

PUB 9 

PUB 23 

PUB 5 

pP/ 
!oCT 

WP 

vIP 

GOOD 

GOOD 

GOOD 

3 

4 15 

3 o 

5 10 

T FAIR pP FAIR 9' ACC F GOOD IC 

T GOOD pP GOOD 13 ! Ace F GOOD IN. 

c GOOD AT GOOD' II' Ace F FAIR Ic 

C GOOD AT GOOD 

4 

~_~C~ I F !GOOD ~ 
IAdult Probation 775 PUB Gl7 ~~fl GOOD I 5 I 30 I V I GOOD I pP I GOOD I~ UuN I F IGOOD W 
~ourt Divers.& 225 pP/ IGOO 1C1inic Sec '_1 PUB 4 oCT D 15 tiT/C ACC F I FAIR I C 13 C GOOD pP GOOD 

~ourt Clinic Coordinat 

biversion Unit Directo 

Divers. Unit Counselor 

Public Lobby 

175 

225 

.l9. t; 

505 

~RV 
~Ee 

~EC 

IPUB 

2 
3 

6 

35 

pP/ 
PCT'I GOOD 

WP GOOD 

WP GOOD 

pI?/ 
pcTIGOOD 

4 

3 

3 

4 

pCT/1 GOOD 20 I (' 

10 C GOOD 

10 C GOOD 

15 T GOOD 

pP 

AT 

AT 

pP 

~. 113'1 UnN I F IGOOD Ie 
GOOD 11' ACC yJE'AT'R 1--0 

GOOD II' ACC F FALR I (' 

GOOD 13' ACC F 1(:;000 N 
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I t I Main 2nd 
Ctrm. Ctrm. 

I 
JUDGE 

Can the Judge see, the entire courtroom? Y~s y(:>.C!, 

. 
Can the Judge hear the \-ii tnesses clearly? Yes Y~s 

Can the Judge hear the Attorneys clearly?* Yes Yes 
Is the Judge's lobby adjacent 1"..0 t3:l.f! .~ 

courtroom? Yes No 

Is there a bathroom in the Judge's lobby? Yes 

Is the Judge's lobby private? Yes 

Is the Judge's lobby secure? Yes 

JURY 
\'lhat size jury can the courtroom 
accomodate? '~o jury No jurj 

APEroximately how far are jurors from 
pu)lic? 
Approximately hmv far are jurors from 
Ii tigants? 
Can the Jurors see \\1i tnesses at full 
ifa.ce? 

Can the Jurors see the Judge at full face? 

CRn the Jurors see the Prosecutor & 
Defense Attorney?* 
Are JuroJ:js on same side of Judge as 
Witnesses? , 

Can the Juro:t":3 hear Attorneys clearly?* 

~nTHESSES 
.. 

Can Hi tnesse's see Judge & Attorneys? Yes Yes . 
Does the/h'itness Box have a microphone? Yes No 

; 

ATTORNE'i~' , 
: 

Can Attorneys see the Jury? 

Can Attorneys hear the Judge clearly? Yes Yes . 

* When Attorneys are in their usual locations 

G-17 
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IATTORNEYS (continued) 
! 
I 

lean Attorneys hear the Witnesses clearly? 

!Approximatelv how far is the defendant 
,from counsel? 
Are Lawyer conference rooms conveniently . ' 

Ilocated? 

ICOURT OFFICERS 
;Do Court Offl.cers have a desl.gnated 
'place in courtroom? 
:Are they near enough to defendant to 
lrestrain 
I 

ltlm? 
'Is there a Court Officer located between 
Jury & public? 
,IS a Court Officer located so that he can 

rotect Judge? 

PROBATION OFf:'ICERS 

lIS tnere a. space for the Proba't1.on 
Officer and his records? 

DEFENDANT 

Can the Defendant hear the Judge clearly? 

Can the Defendant hear the Attorneys 
clearly?* 
Can the Defendant hear the vIi tnesses 
C'!learlv? 

GENERAL 

Is there an alarm system? 

Does the courtroom have a blackboard? 

Can the courtroom be darkened for visual 
aids? 

clock? 
~ 

,IS there a 

i 
IpUBLIC 

/Is'the Public seating comfortable? 
.. -. 

[Does the press sit in the public area? 
, 

G-18 

Main 
Ctrm. 

Yes 

Adi./20 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

2nd 
Ctrm. 

Yes 

Ad-j 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

No 

Y~s " 

Yes 

. Yes 

No 

Yes 

YeS 

Yes .. 

Yes 

Yes 
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

MAIN COURTROOM 

A microphone amplification and recording system is in use in 

the courtroom. 

New seating, railings and benches are scheduled to be 

installed soon. 
. ,. 

SECOND COURTROOM 

There is very little desk area here, and there is no 

judge's lobby. A paging system to the lobby waiting 

area is in use. 
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;'COUSTICS 

""I't.,,-:', !; .• ,:ni! is bncK<Jraund 'noisc; thilt i~1 ''an .. ilycra'Jc. 
.noise l~vct attr~butcd .to sources such as ai~ rushlnq 
,:$roU<,ih Ycntililtors, outside .str,cct traffiG"noise, 
f1 ourcsccn t bales'!: hur.t" .:lad others. 

The-noJ.sc le',,,l, for this study, wa!l [;lc;)su~ed In 
'dccl.belS on 117 A-'..:(~i'Jr-.:t't1d scale. (dBA units). Th~ A~ 
Vlci~hted sca~ 3 compensates for hurr.-an hCilt'ir"g ci~:i- • 
ch:~cit:s' bi' ac.justing the sound levels at £':ach 'end (n: 
t:hela\.Jcible frequency 'spectrum. For a det1!i,led e)(plan~ 

. aeion ol:. aCOUstic mcas:ureroent.,. please refe.r ,;to !;o~l;d 

.C!"rr~(,Z ,l7·,-,!c t:t"uctkon * ... t·~Fa.r cOln?arison t a tahle .af 
typical' noise lev'els ati'ct optimum bacl:grOu.r:d,';So\:'"1d 
levels follows.*~ ,~, 

) 
;;" 

\ " 

souftel RdO;' r.evel (dBA} 

T\,;p.i-cal Aircraft ~llenr plane) 14(\ 
r • 

Person shoat:ing eo 
Average conversat1.on 50 

Opdm\rr.\ Conference room 35 
Privace offices ,35 - 45 

'. Large general offices 45 
Stenographic offices ,50 60 
Court.room 35 - 45 

Field measurements were made with either of two Bruel 
& Kjaer sOlmd level meters. models ~2203 or U206, 
The'se arc 'equipped with microphones ~lhich are nearly 
omnidire:::tional. The, f;-equency re,sponse for the 
w2206 is ~~z to 16KHz (- 2dBl. The frequency response 
specifications fo~ the #2203 are quite lengthy. 
(Inscrl.ction mc,,~al has specifics). 

r 

_!'::'u:-:c!' ::.::n" occJrs when a sound wave bounces 
contlnually betw~en two parallel, acoustically reflec
t.i ve sur=aces. T.'1e magn-itl1cic of the Fiound has to be 

-.:It ilr. uudi:'le level, 'und- t.'1e time between bounces must 
be great enough to make the noises distinguishable as 
sepnrate sounds, l Flutter echo usually sounds lik~ a' 
series of short ~ings, 

~ 

''roestimate flutt'er echo, a researcher claos his hands, 
producing an impdlse sound, and then listens for it~ 
nrescnce. 

i!ct>Cl'OC!'::ior; r.-:.ne is the duration of sound reflection 
l.n a spa-ce. It is defined as the time (in seconds) 
after a constant noise source ceases, that it takes 
for th~ original sound pressure level to decrease by 
one thousand (60 uB). The presence of flutter echo 
and reverberation times in t;his ..study w~re estimated 

To cst.:';::ate the reverberation time, a re.'5earcher coughs, 
producing a loud sound, and then listen: for the rate of 
decay of the cough. 

.Sou~d Co~trot C"~6truction, Second edition/ prepared 
by the United States Gypsum Co., Chicago, IllinOis 1972, 

"'sound C,r. t.I'1? t COTtB t;ruct;':on J except: for the courtroom 
data, which ',o/'1S obtained from ~1r, RQPert Newrun, • 
Pro fes!!or of Architecture, t1ass:tchu:letts !nstl tute of 
'rcchnolo'jY 

-_'It tl!ur"'ir.ati:1g ~nginccri~vJ Soci(:t.y, !~ .. ,; 
~-:' .. :::";:'~J :::r:;:'b,]~!:, ',le·,.., York: ,'·lcGr.:lw-Hill, ~96.4 

This section contains a table of acoustical and lighting 

When further 
measurements LIGIlTI:-IG 

Thb l'.:Itin'ls for light:'';''l acc4ptability are based'upon ;] on selected rooms in the courthouse. 
the accept,ad standard!; ,c,t l,ight intensity.a,!i list.ed ',' 
!n IE;; (IH:,·,ir •• 1tioll fngir.cc,I'1C':J Socir.:;Yt),.Ha,ndboQ1I.*.' 
7h'Cse standards provi de a cw.1\.'rchensi ve Jlisl;ing .. of th~' 
)~'v{\ls of l'lght required for II multitude of taskR~ -: 

explanation is needed, additional corrrrnents will follow the table. 
" .. ~ 

, 1 f ~' ... ../- ] 
, 7tH! stur.()ards specify uequl.ret\ tght lev.cls}in foot 'i~ 
car.dl(~!;. (On'~ fool (';,noh, is 'Jcfined as the intensity 

'of the li<jht produce''' by one: c:andle at a distance of ~ 
one tact). For a given light o{I)<lrCe, the"intensity " ..• "1 
of' the ell1; ttcd ~ight is invers(,l~l' propor,tiPllal, to the 'j ,'~j 
sCJua:'e r,[ the' dlstalw(: ,betwec~ .,the s,?urce ~l}.dthe po~nt.:.:· ~" ] 
of' f~Nlf!(n._:lI\ent: for ('>:l1.r'p1el <,. ~l\e l.ntei\Slj:.y of!. a ',_', 
Hght source was measured 05 bdr,g 400 (potpGlndles a,t' " _, :\"" _! 

;\ ,rli"to.ncO' of one fool, al! a dist.ance of twp feet, the' 
tnt~n$ity would drop to 100 fCo(,tc-andl"s. For this t . ,I 
rNlsanl th~ lig~I'ting l't.andard!l !"cfer to light intensity l,J ] 
,'It the work surface, 'Ir.i: fo).1(, .... ing table 'of' light ", " ' 
l;'eq~\ireme ts, which ),f".repres(,!"t.<.tive of CSlUrt .. """, 
act'ivities, is an exl.ri'ct: of u "ore exhaustive listing '-r~'" 
in thc"lf:S rttn.cbook~ "lt~ " '1 

Required ,:, .,: '""I.. 
or.ight .". ') 
(Footc('Indles) ,.". 

-,~ 

Courtrooms,. 

Library 

Conference 
Room 

Offices 
(Acco';lIlting) 

Offices, 
(Ge:leral) 

Police 

seating area 
court: activi'V area 

reading printed material 
study and note takbg " ; , 1 

int I'rviel<ling 

30' 
70 

30 
79 
30 

• auditing, tabulating,.. - 150 
bookkeeping, business \', ,_ 
~~~~~io~peration, computer 

tReading poor reproduc-. ,_ 
tions, business machine, 
operation, cor.:puter r: 
operation 

150 

Reading handwriting in' 100 
hard pencil or on poor~ 
paper, reading fair repro-
duct..ic:15 ,. ~ 

Reading high contrast or 30 
well printed ~terials 

Jail cells 30 

rield measurements. ~re ~~de with GE 213 light meter, 
This meter is color and cosine corrected to give a 
linear response (accuracy.±lS). 

.. -
Light intenz<ty is n~t the only factor affecting 

, 
... ,f .~",L" 
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I . ~ /.;. 
,.: l' 

1 
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t l.ci 
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f , """~ ", . I· 
, .01: 

! 
j -

Area 
I~ourtroom 

] lin 
;)urtroom 

') 2cond 
JUrtroom 

J 
I 

:"). 

, '·'''1 ,-
, 

]..COUSTICS 

35 "ABS ACC 40 50 

40 SLI ACC ·45 

the illu~ination of a ::oom. Natural'light (sunlight'; 
shaded ll.ght ~d overcast conditions) has a mar~eu 
affect r:m t~e lighting level of a room. Glare from 
harsh llghtlng can hinder the. ability of the OCcup.1n~ 
of the room to read and record information, These 
conditions, as well as other factors aff~ctlng the 
lighting, such as special defic~encies or annoyances, 
arc noted when pertinent. .t'''"1, " , ______ ~ ............... i;._~ ... ~ .. ~~---.II-....-JI, 

'~ ' ..... 1 ... _ W~I.-U"" "'5.· .. • -

ACC = Acceptable SLI = Sliqht 
" 

." 

EXC = Excessive ABS = Absent 

NOT = Noticeable 
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45 

45 

LIGHTING LEVELS 
(ft. candles) 

60 MIN 

45 MIN 

MIN = Minimal 

MOD = Moderate 

PRO = Profuse 
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

MAIN COURTROOM 

Acoustics Acoustically, this room is excellent. It is 

carpeted a~d the rear wall is acoustically treated with 

a thick sound absorbing cushion. The height of the ceiling 

has been decreased by a 'cloud' which is suspended from 

the ceiling. This cloud covers most of the ceiling, and 

holds the light fixturBs. Because of these treatments, 

the acous tical q~..1ali ties of the room are very good. 

The ambient noise is low. The room is well isolated 

from the public lobby by a corridor with doors at either 

end. There are no windows, so no noise intrudes from the 

street. 

Lighting The lighting levels are fair. The cloud contains 

four rows of 8 mercury arc lamps which shine directly 

on the courtroom. Four sets of 6 fluorescent tubes sit 

on top of the corners of the cloud, shining upward to 

the original c.eiling, lighting the courtroom indirectly. 

SECOND COURTROOM 

Acoustics Due to the acoustical tile and carpeting, this 

room's acoustical characteristics are good. There is some 

ambient noise from the fans and from offices n'ext door. 
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ADDIT'IOl'1AL COMMENTS, CONT. 

SECOND COURTROOM 

Lighting Two sets of fluorescent bulbs give this room 

a fair level of light. There are no windows and the color 

quality of the room combined with fair light levels make 

it seem cold. 
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The New Bedford District Court is in poor condition. 

The structure, building systems (heating, electrical and 

plumbing), and finish materials are in fair to good 
1 

condition. However, many very important space deficiencies 

exist, making the court's present facilities inadequate. 

Usually three court sessions convene concurrently. 

There are only t~o rooms identified as courtrooms. A 

lawyer's conference room is used as a third courtroom. 

Only one judgelE lobby is available to accommodate three 

to four judges. There is no seating in the public hallway, 

nor is there a waiting area. The Clerk and Probation 

departments are cramped~for space. There is no hearing room 

for use by the Clerk of Courts. 

The lighting levels are poor in several areas, and are 

especially poor in all three courtrooms. The background 

noise in many rooms, including all courtrooms, is extremely 

high, due to air conditioner noise and loud conversations 

in 'the hallway . 

Interview wi th Mr'." Joe Lopes, Custodian, New Bedford District 
Court. 
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ARCHITECTURE 

Description The building is a masonry, one-story st~ucture. 

There ~re two entrances to the bui1din~. It is on a 

hill, so the basement shows above grade on the front 

end. Four columns flank each entrance. These are 

concrete, and support a concrete parapet. 'rhe 

building rests on stone foundations. The plan of the -building 

is essentially rectangular" with some indentations. The 

roof is flat. There is a lawn in front of each of two',entrances 

to the bui1dinq and a few 1arqe trees by the rear entrance. 

COMMUNITY SERVED, NEIGHBORHOOD, TRANSPORThTION 

Population ThE. district court serves the communi ties 

of New Bedford, Dartmouth, Fairhaver., Acushnet and 

Freetown. It also has joint jurisdiction with Fall River 

over Westport. The combined population of these areas, in-

d1uding Westport,' is 157,894 (Massachusetts 1971 Census). 

Neighborhoo~ The courthouse occupies a half block in 

downtown New Bedford. All buildings surrounding the court 

are commercial or business offices. The streets surround-

ing the courthouse are quite busy. 

Public Transportation A local New Bedford bus stops nearby 

the courthouse. There are also buses between Dartmouth 

and New Bedford, and between Fairhaven and New Bedford. 

parki~ There are parking spaces reserved in the driveway 

for the judges~ the clerk and the court officers. There are 

no other parking facilities designated for the court or the 

public. 
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COURTHOUSE FUNCTIONS 

Schedule of OpeFation The courthouse is open from 8:30A.M. 

to 4 P.M. Monday through Friday, and from 8:30 A.M. to 

12 Noon on Saturday. The court schedule follows • 

Criminal M-F 
S 

Civil (Sept.-June) : T,Th 
Small Claims F 
Juvenile W 
Summary Process Th 
Supplementary Pr.ocess: F 

Main & Second 
Main 
!::'2.cond, Third 
Second 
Third 
Second 
Second 

Space for Non-C2urt Personnel No non-court personnel are 

located in the courthouse. 

Security There are three court officers, who are respon-

sible for transport,i t~g pI isoners to and from the correction 

~acilities in their own car. There is a secure stairway 

from the cells to the main courtroom, and the cell area 

has a separate entrance that leads to the garage. All 

towns use the jail in the New Bedford Police Station for 

overnight arrests, and the police are responsible for 

these people. 

Publi~ Address Syste~ There is no public address system 

in the building. 

Tape Recording, The court has no facilities for tape 

recording sessions. 

Visual Aids No visual aids are supplied by the court. 

Use of Graphics Most upstairs rooms have signs hanging 

from the walls which are easy to see. The cQurtrooms 

are labeled on the doors. The rooms downstairs are harde! 
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to identify. Makeshift paper signs direct people to the 

Traffic Violations Room from the first floor. ,'i'hese rooms,' 

however, are also accessible by a separate basement 

entrance, and there are signs outside this door. 

Rest Rooms The public rest rooms are in the basement. 

The men's room is adequate, but the women's room is small. 

They are rather easy to find . 

Functional Characteristics According to the pr~sent plan, 

the Juvenile Court offices will occupy space in the Regis-

try of Deeds Building, but will hold sessions in the present 

Di.strict Courthouse. The juvenile judge will also have offices in 

the Deeds Building and, along with other court personnel 

and the public, will walk between the two buildings. 

STRUCTURE 

Qualitative con~ents contained, except where noted, in 

this section (STRUCTURE) were obtained from Mr. Joe Lopes, 

cus,todian 0 

Structural System The structure is masonry bearing wall.The 

floors are steel framed with concrete slabs. There has been 

some roof leakage in the past, but this has been repaired. 

Air Conditioni0~ There is no central air conditioning 

s~stem.There are 19 window units in the courthouse. 

Heating An oil, burning steam radiator system heats the 

building. There is one thermostat in the main corridor. 

The system is a~equat~ and there have been no problems. 
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Plumbing The plUmbing is in good condition and adequate . 

Electrical System The wiring is in fairly good condition 

and the system is adequate.A separate circuit was recently 

added to I accommodate the air conditioners. 

Fire Protection and Detection There are 8 fire extinguishers 

in the buildinq and there is a fire hose on each floor. There are 

three fire extinguishers visible and these are in the basement. 

storage Storage spaces appear to be used to capacity. 

Some records are stored in the boiler room. 

Building Characteristics This building has many space 

deficiencies. There is only one Judge's Lobby, while there 

are three courtrooms and possibly as many as four judges 

at the court at one time. 

Three rooms are used as courtrooms, but the third is 

inadequate. A fourth session is held occasionally. The 

need for an adequate third courtroom is great. 

There is no seating in the hallway on the main floor, nor 

are there any waiting rooms. There are no lawyer conference 

rooms, unless the Third Session is not being used. 

Beth the Clerk'~ and Probation Departments are cramped for 

space. The Clerk has no private space to conduct hearings. 

The c.p.a. shares his office with his assistants, and other 

P.o. 's have partitioned offices in another large room. 

The two rooms ~.n tho bC",sement presently used by the Juvenile 

Probation Dep~rtment will soon become the Court Clinic, when 

the Juvenile Court Offices complete their move into the 
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Registry of Deeds Building. The Adult Probation Depart-

ment will take over the room now used by the Clinic, and 

this will alleviate some, but not all, space deficiencies 

in that de·part:rru=nt.' 

OPERATING AND MAINTENANCE COSTS 

The following information on costs was obtained from the 

Bureau of Accounting of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

These are actual costs for the year 1972-73. 

Light, Heat 
& Power 

General Maintenance 
& Repair 

Fuel 
Water 

$ 3,141.53 

H-9 
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"'- ". . \ Criteria 
C\l\.lI."i:r{)OIn~'t ().::I'I.(~I:'I'I, hOIl.dng t'oorr.IJ, tlccr(>/;lIJ:'.l(~l /tr.ObCl, conf';;r{)l1co 
r!i(Jnll!, HbrN:.!.(;:1, looUMJO!J I>n,l do~<\ntion ellcil {tj,OIl Itr!! nurvcyca tot' 
lilt I;,t t',tj ;lpt'nr"'~(;i'On :1.1'1 thn tllbl(j on th'l f'lIoinq Tlt\qe, 

(::H)UI\~.· tU(}j",)')O, I.rl)e elf act:C'JlI, fin!1lI11 l.c:L~\lIJt!iC:l, 01:0.) 

I' 

. 1'0/1 a I A 1Jvbjoctivo avaluAl.-.Lon of tho color tono of tho room 
pilD(!(1 OJ) ella £01lo\>l109 1."lltLn9 oCilla. 

r,riqh1! nnsL.C;1lc.c:r:(ul Orllb and Au<;t"r<:> 
5 4 j 2 1 

l'orot1nL (X) () I' lI·ll1(/olJo: Tho llvproxLmllto porconta<,a ot: the 
tol:lll >lIlll arUIl of tho t'C)om v,h.Lch io compollod of gloSE!. 

$ LOt'llIJC 11.1"111':1, '!I:lvl tn, mllchin(H'y Ut"OIlIl und CUll todilll J;OOmti liro 
IHlJ:"V(lJ(cd f(";r ol'lly t.h<: nqu;"X·o tQrJt'~'JO. 

I 

01.:1101: .. .YOIl.!! lIuch liS clOtillt:tI, rOlltroolllU, ol.ovlltoro Ilnd 1Jt.IJinmyu 01.'0 
rtO t. Ilurvoyod 11 t: all. 

Definitions 
I\lWA '1'otal tlol~:r: lirOll including ~'or.k Dpnco, c::it'culn!:ion apnca, bnG 

• llt.,.rago in !I(Jl.IlIn, foo!,!., • 

IIZCCSS Tho cloryroo to ',Ihich pvblic entry into n r.oom ia t'cH.t.r.l.ctod. 

~~l Explanation 

f'ub ' Publi,,, ACCODO 10 llnX'ontr.J.ctlld to gonoral public. 

P.rv l'rivllto. Aadena 1,0 p<ll:l:illlly rootrict.ad by mOl\n!) of 
doot'a, coun t:era, Or grll})ltLco. 

Soc Socuro, Accollo·in raotrictod by gUllrd, roccrtion~Dt, 
gS~~'l.d~gF~lI~.~~ ____________________________________ _ 

NIJ}lIJCH O~· USIms 'rho (ltl tim;) tad ~Oll Un!) C(IPI'1C.t ey of It room foX' uI;O):!I 
ilnd Gpoc:ti'1toro, b<'Uled upon cut"t'ont £ut'liiahing. 

FINISH 
:~,:,,!.:;.,1!l,:: it. t .V~1 t l : 

;'-J eJ/ixt!,) CO,1oJD 

r - pillntocl lIot - Aabuntoa Xilc C!\ - Cork 
9 - gl!.zoLi liP - l\cou~l:ic Vlnseor c~r - Corumic Tilo 
1:., - textured lIT - l\coutltlc Till) C'1' - Concreto 

D - Urick C - Glils!! 
DC - 1.Iool.cl'IGO r~ - Hotlll 
C - Ctl.t"pot: l' - I?lnstcr 
CO - COIi~roto Block PR - l.>apcr 

~,~diti'n (Cundrn): 

s - Stone 
SA - Souml 

I\bnorbing 
'1' - 'l'c.rn\zzo 
V - Vinyl 
W - l~ooa 
Wi> - liood 

Paneling 

~tLn~ ~~lun~~ion~ ________________________________ _ 

Cood Condition o~ our(~co ahows no oigo of dumngo. Continuod 
pt:ov(\ntb;o m:d,ntentl.nco io GuCriclcnc 1:0 Inaincain thin 
condl.1!lon. 

ro.lr CQ" .. 'i.t.Lon o,~ uUt"t."c:u lnc.\lontuu OOh\\1 dnlu'u)'Cf .. ·• .. ihtft'.r.1. .... ·1~ ",.

ucul..J .. ..,v ..... .lro an"\ c:orcout:.1.vo It\o.l.ntllnanOQ aro nUCOtHlftCY 
tp r~tnrd dotar~or~tion.oe cond~t~o~ •• 

\':OO1C' Co·ru,'l-'i..ei.,o" o~ ft'U.r.t:n.ca .:lnd:l.c: .... 't'-u;n UOlVo.lC<O;III OAfI\!"9Qr.. 'X,.UlI!'9U' 

:,_< '~dO-~~"''\''_c:l~~..:'~~~s.'';.,'''~c ~"':'.t-_ ..... .".3~o.~J.":~..?'_ .I .... _·,.. .... ".QO .. 6<l. ... s.:y, a,:,.a. ;ro.r_v_",.1:: 

. :"" -:-:--,: ~[ .. -------;--'-"" .---,....."";"-:--~.,..-- ... -~,-~.-:.~~-::.:-~; ... -:!C-:----:-"--. -.-_ ~:-'.-.-;.~-<-.::----:-.--::~_-~-::-::~-: 

/latah t I '!'ho Cloor \:0 coLling hO;\.9111;. 

I\COUS'l'ICS 'r!\(} Ilccoptatbll.il!Y of tho acoual:lca of ooch room in bn:lod 
• ul10n nlout/U,t:'{Wtf.;ntCi ,of /lmbiurlt. no.l.oo Ih'lol lilblll, /lnrl ur,rm .t:o'J"rbr:.r.anc'. 

qhllt'llct.or.lnt.Lcn (J'luttor ocho ilnd J:{.v;:;rboriltion tima).~ 

Rating 2~pl/lnn~ion .. - .. -,~-----........ ---
Ilcc I\ccoptablo, HOise laval <'Ind ravot:b,>ration tiro,a are 

within ntbndnrdu for oach r.oom functionl flut.tor. 
ocho itl nboont:. or alight • 

Un N Vnq.eaopt:l'.lblol Noioa 10vol excoods at.rJJ'loiArd or inl:.or
l'oX'()S with room f'uncticn. 

Un n Uol'.lacoptllbl.c; Noticenblo fluttar ocho or excessive 
revarbcrntion time. 

Un !!.!!. Unoc,,",opl:nblol Doth Un '" llna ,In R 

LIGIITr.NG 
rYI'(Jt Rofern to t:ypc of liqht fixtur('s in the r?,",.,', 

I - Incandoscent 
F - f'lum:c!;conl:: 

r./F - Cca.binlltion inC;llr·-;"scr..nt/ 
fl.:,p;:-:lsccnt 

/"'I)ot; Rnt il<JD of tho acceptabilit,y of l~ght L..- t;r,c room are 
based upon comparison" bet~Jccn the Jr.<;!llsurod light lev!,l!l hr> 
foo!;cnmllos) nnd the ,)cccptt'd stnnd,l):-ds of l1'1ht requ;J.re,.lcwts 
for tha functions pcrform~'(~ in the room." 

~nting Ex~l~ 
Good r.igh t lcvr~ ~s f,' .! ~ 2 ~ uneri," ';., o£ t~.,: roc.m r,l':t;C,..,U 

or ClIU,ll i.\ ·c<:rl.';'1 !l l:MIUill:dg. 

roir Light ;,;:J'.ifJls for: SOI"e functions are $tand ... r:d i 
oth()r~ nrc nU',StllOdnH'_ 

Poor t;ight;; lev(ll'l for al~ :unction:> ar-:: subs!;..:\ndard, 
------.- ... --.~ ,------------------

AIR CmIPIT!:lNXNG syrl' • 5 b"!,,,~~tc th(~ typu ~·f "ir 
condi t;ionin'.J, if pr~~!l"nt, 1 ::r, ~:, 

i:h'.l!!I~(~ ______ . --Eli£t:~.!!il~!:.:~.:.I ______________ ~. 

. ~~ .. 

N 
C 
w 

It 

NQ nir t;ondi t; f"H"'~ prl./ocnt. 
Contrnt llil~ -c1:..~HJitic:)~).lng .. 

window "it" concn tioning un! 1;". . ...... 
np~rn a.ir-{;'Q1'!tll t: $.0,0 :"n~' I',,~n..l t:.tl 

\ 
\ 

1\ 

\ 

\ 

I 
I 

(n)'''' Tnd lcb.tl<u:t ... rn~~t:~R::t_C!!! -w;J...n4~ uni t!J'.... (e .. 9".,. ~ .3 w~o~O'-.· 
un.1..tD .....,oul.'d, tiu" "Jnt;.o~qd. .::u,:.t (3) W"_ 

~ ________________ ~ __ L_~~'~r~' ___________ ~~ ____ ~ ___________ _ -.,~-.. -j -,,'-'; 

FINISH 

ARE~* .. if of WALLS· FLOORS CEILINGS LIGHTING 
(sq. ACC- US- % of ACOU- .AIR 

ROOM ft.) E8S ERS Mat~ondtn Tone Nine Mat ~otldtn l1at~ondtn Ht STICS Type: Level CONI:: 

r-----=BA~'> SENBlI'.f 
Clerk of Ct. Storag PRV 
& Coffee ~oom 260 

Clerk Vault 280 SEC 

Juv.P.O. (sec'y) 195 PUB 3 WP GOOD 2 0 V GOOD AT GOOD 8' ACC F FAIR N 

Juv.C.P.O. 225 SEC 6 WP GOOD 3 10 V GOOD AT GOOD 8' UnN F GOOD N 

T ff' V' 1 ( '.\ 140. PRV 3 pB/ 
ra lC lO • sec y pP GOOD 4 0 V GOOD AT I(;OOD R 'Acr' H'E..fV,\r. M 

Traffic Keypunch 620 !sEC 2~~/ GOOD 5 5 V GOOD AT GOOD 8' ACC F GOOD ?W 

BOller Room & !p . 
Janitor Storaqe 1440 RV 

pBI . 
Janitor Room 240 iPRV 9 pP ~OOD 3 5 ·CT FAIR pCT/GOOD' ·10' ACC F GOOD N 

r--

Janitor Supply 135 ~RV ~--~---~-----+--~------'r---.~----+---~ 
Clerk's Rec0rd Store 980 ~EC ___ ~. ______ .~ ____ ~ _____ ~ __ ~ 

Women's Cell 240 .sEC 9 pB/ FAIR . 'I 0 CT FAIR pCT GOOD 10 I ACC I -- POOR N 
pM 

Men's Cell 320 'SEC . 6 ~~i FAIR 1 0 CT FAIRpCT GOOD 10 I ACe' - P()(yp. 1',1 

Juvenile Cells 70/ea SEC 12 ~~I FAIR 1 O. CT FAIR M GOOD 7 i \ ACC -- POOR N 

Hallway 440 PUB 30 :B GOOD 3 0 V FAIR AT GOOD 8' ACC F (;OOD, N, • 

I 

'\~ 

-.~ 
~~~ 
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Criteria 
Courtrooms, offices, hearing rOOffiS, secretarial areas, conference 
rooms, libraries, lounges and detention facilities are surveyed for 
all of t!le information in the tIIble on the facinq paqe, 
(squarl~ footage, type of access, finisl:!, acoustics, etc.) 

S~orage areas, vaults, machinery areas and custodial rooms are 
surveyed for only the square footage. 

Other areas such as closets. restrooms, elevators and stairways are 
not surveyed at all. 

. , 
Definitions 
hR£A ',Potal floor area inc).qdJng ..,ork space, circulation Ilpaca, a!'lc! 

. st(lragu in squllro .tee.t, 

fiCCESS The degree to which public entry into a room is restricted. 

SLllllJol,Explanation 

Pub Public: Access is unrestricted to general public. 

Prv Private: Access 1s partially restricted by means of 
doors, counters, or graphics. 

Sec Secure: Access is restricted by guard, receptionist, 
or locked doors. 

NlJ}IBER OF USEnS 'rhe estimated seating capacity of a room for users 
andspect:ators, based upon current furnishing. . 

FINISH 
~t:.ltC:l'fa:'8· (Mat): 

PJ·Jfi.raii COJIilB 

p - painted AB'i' - Asbestos Tilo 
9 - g' .. ·-,~uJ. AI' -Acoustic Plaster 
t - tC.tured AX - Acoustic Tile 

- B - Brick 
DC - Bookcase 
C - Carpet 
CB - Concrete Block 

C?ftdition (Cundtn): 

Rating, Explanation 

CK - Cork 
CRT - Ceramic Tile 
CT - Concrete 
G - Glass 
M - Metal 
P - Piaster 
PR - Paper 

S - Stone 
SA - Sound 

Absorbing 
T - Terrazzo 
V - Vinyl 
W - Wood 
WP Wood 

Paneling. 

Good Condition of surface shows no sign of damage. Continued 
preventive maintenance is Gufficient to maintain this 
condition. 

Pair 

Poor 

Condition of surface indicates aome damago. Small 
Bcal~ .up~irs and corrective maintenance Gre naca~sery 
to retard deterioration of condition. 

Condi tion of: lIurfaue indicc.t.es severe damage. Large 
scale corrective maint~nance is Pecessary to ?revent 
complete losl! of the .tinish, 

• Refer to techn~cal 1niorrnation sect10n for ~ur~her expl~nat1on 

!I;----' ~'-'t "",'1, ,;"""~C~ t~""--L r' ':;'~l ". .~ 
~, ~ 

t 
I 

.--.~, ... " " .eT 

. Tone: A sllbjective evaluation of the color tone ot the room 
based on the following rating scale: 

Bright,and Cheerful Drab and Aust~re 
5 4 ) 2 1 

Paro~nt (X) of Windous: The approximate percentage of the 
total wall area of the room which is composed of glass. 

"eight: The floor to ceiling height. 

ACOUSTICS The acceptabilitY of the acoustics of each room io based 
• up-on measurements of ambient noise level (ribA), and upon reverberance 
~haracteristica (flutter echo and reverberation time).-

Rating Explanation 

Acc Acc~ptable~ Noise level and revorb~ration time are 
within ator.dardll for each room functionl Hutter 
ocho ia absent or slight. 

Un N Unacceptable I Noise level exceeds standard or intor
feres with room function. 

Un R Unacceptable I Noticeable flutter echo or excessive 
reverberation time. 

U~ NR Unacceptable: Both Un N and Un R 

LIGHTING 
Type: Rofers to type of light fixtures in the room. 

I - Incandescent 
F - Fluorescent 

liP - Combination incandescent/ 
fluorescent 

LaV91: Ratings of the acceptability of light in the room are 
based upon compari·eons bot.ween the moasured light levels (in 
fo.otcandles) and the accepted standards of light requirements 
for the functions performed in the room •• 

bti~ ~~~~~ 

Good Light levels for all functions of the room ny.r.~~d 
or equal accepted 6tand~rds. 

Fair Light levels for some functions a~e stand4rd; 
others are substandard. 

Poor Light levels for all functions are subs~andard. 

-AIR CONDITIONING The symbols indicate the type of air 
GOhditloning, if present, in the roOl'3. • 

Symbq_l_.. Explanation 

N No a~r condit~oning present. 
C Central air conditioning. 

W Window air ponditioging units. 

a Room air-conditioning unite 

(n)W Indic~~~ multiple wirAow units, (e.g., 3 window 
units ~u~d be entered as (3)W. 

i ~ ~t g! ~ 11 ~ 1 11 -,~ 
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ROOM 

FIRST FLOOR 

C.P.O. & Ass'ts 

Probation (see'y) 

Probation record & 
Storage Vault 
P.O. 's & Probation 
Cashier 

Court Clinic 

Juvenile session & 
3rd Sessi'On 

2nd Session 

1st Session 
l-

Civil Clerk of Ct. 

Crim.C1.of Ct.seely 

Clerk of Court 

Clerk of Ct. Vault 

Small Claims 

Judge's Seely 

Judge's Lobby 

AREA 
(sq. 
ft. ) 

240 

225 

40 

660 

100 

500 

655 

1920 

335 

530 

225 

100 

140 

I 350 

330 

# of WALLS 
ACC- US 
ESS ERS Mat ~ondtn Tone 

PRV 4 pP GOOD 4 

PRV 5 pP GOOD 4 

SEC 

PUB I 

PRV 
17 pP GOOD 4 

PRV 3 pP GOOD 3 

PUB 28 P/B( FAIR 2 
WP-

PUB 50 pP GOOD 2 

130 PP1 'FAIR 2 PUB WJ;>-
.' 

PUB ~5 pP GOOD 2. 
P'R'tT 

PUB II GOOD 3 
PRV 8 nP 

'PRV 10 
PP1 

2 BC GOOD 

SEC 

PRV, 3 pp- GOOD 2 

PRV 7 PP1 
Be ~OOD 2 

C-'C '5 pPW] I .Jl!j 

Rr ~dOD 3 I 

I ! 
I *. 

FINISH I 
FLOORS CEILINGS LIGHTING 

% of 
t:ondtnl Ht 

ACOU- ,AIR 
Nine Mat Condtn Mat STICS Type: Level COND 

15 C GOOD pP GOOD IS' UnN F GOOD 1W 

10 C GOOD pP GOOD IS' UnN F FAIR 1W 
~ 

I 

10 C GOOD pP GOOD IS' UnN F GOOD 2W 

10 C GOOD ·AT GOOD 10~ UnN F GOOD 1W 

1 V FAIR AT GOOD IS' DnN F POOR 2W i 
15 V FAIR pP GOOD IS' UnN I POOR 2W I 

10 C GOOD I PI FAIR - 25' UnNR I POOR 3W G 

10 C GOOD pP FAIR IS' ACC F POOR lW 

5 C GOOD pP POOR IS' ACC F FAIR 1W 
. 

25 (' I~OOD InP IpOOR 1 t; , TTnN F GOOD lW 

15 C GOOD pP POOR IS' • ACC F GOOD N 

10 C· GOOD pP GOOD IS' UnN F GOOD 1W . 
15 C GOOD IpP POOR 15' UnN F GOOD lW 

I 
, 
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I Main 
I Ctrm . 

JUDGE 
• 

Can the Judge see the entire courtroom? Yes 

Can the Judqe hear the Witnesses clearly? Yes 

Can the Judge hear ~he Attorneys clearly?* Yes 
Is the Judge's 
courtroom? 

lobby adjacent to the 
Yes 

Is there a bathroom in the Judge's lobby? Yes 

Is the Judge's lobby private? Yes 

Is the Jud~'s lobby secure? Yes 

JURY 
Nhat size jury can the courtroom 
accomodate? ~o jury 

APEroxima.tely how far. are jurors from 
Ipu lie? 
Approximately how far are jurors from 
litiqants? 
Can t.he Jurors see Witnesses at full 
iface? 

Can the ~lurors see the Judge at full face? 
~ 

the Prosecutor Can the Jurors see & 
Defense Attorney?* 
Are J'urolJs on same side of Judge as 
Witnesses? -
Can the Jurors hear Attorneys clearly?* 

WITNESSES 

Can ~a tnesses see Judgl~ & Attorneys? Yes 

Does the witness Box have a micropho'1e? Yes 

ATTORNEYS 

Can Attorneys see t.he Jury? 

Can Attorneys hear the Judge clearly? Yes 

* ~'ihen Attorneys are in their usual locations 

---':'-" ~-'-... ~." --

'. 

2nd 3rd 
3ession Session 

Yes Yes 

Yes Yes 

Yes Yes 
I 

No No 

o· jury No jury 

Yes Yes . 
No No 

I I 
I 

Yes Yes 
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IATTORNEYS (continued) 
I 
I 

!Can A't torneys hear the Witnesses clearly? 

:Approximatel~ how far is the defendant 
,from counsel. 

rooms conveniently Are Lawyer conference 
Ilocated? 
I 

ICOURT OFFICERS 
;Do Court Off1cers have 
Iplace in courtr~om? 

a desJ.gnated 

!Are they near enough to defendant to 
Irestrain him? 
iIs there a Court Officer located between 
Jury & public? 
lIS a Court Officer located so that he can 

ro_tect Judae? --
PROBATION OFFICERS 

IS tnere a space tor the Probat1on 
Officer and his records? 

DEFENDANT 

Can the Defendant hear the Judge clearly? 

Can the Defendant hear the Attorneys 
clearly?* 
Can the Defendant hear the Witnesses 
Ir.lerlrlv? 

GENERAL' 

Is there an alarm system? 

Does the courtroom have a blackboard? 

Can the courtroom be darkened for visual 
aids? 

a clock? 
l 

,IS there 
r 
IpUBLIC 

/Is'the Public seating comfortable? 

~oes the press sit in' the public area? 
" 

. H-18 

Main 2nd 3rd 
Ctrm. Session Session 

Yes Yes Yes 

15' 10' 3' 

No No No 

Yes Yes No 

Yes Yes Yes 

Yes Yes No 
i -, 

Yes Yes No 

, -- . I Yes Yes Yes 

Yes Yes Yes 

r 

I 
Yes Yes Yes 

No No No 

Yes Yes Yes 

Yes Yes Yes 

Yes Yei:? No 

Yes Yes Yes 
I 

l~o Yes Yes 

I 
J 
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ADDITIONAL COMtl.LENTS 

MAIN COURTROOM 

This is a fairly large courtroom. The prosecutor uses 

one corner of the room as an office. 

There is a buzzer system from the judge's bench to the 

Clerk's office.There is also a buzzer from the judge's 

lobby to~the courtroom to summon the court officer. 

SECOND SESSION 

This is a small courtroom. The defendant, if in custody, 

sits on a bench to one side, handcuffed to the court officer. 

There is a telephone, with a light, on the probation officer'S 

desk. 

THIRD SESSION 

This courtroom was built as a lawyer's conference room 

from the back end of the main courtroom. It now has to 

be used as another courtroom. It is very small and there-

fore inadequ~tep There is a bathroom i.n the back of the 

room (for when the room ~s used by lawyers). 
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;'COUS'rICS 

~ f.·/~ ;~;";nt."- }/·(,·i.l:iJ is hnckttround noise; tha!: iS J un ZlvcratJc 
nois.:: level ~lttributed to sources such ;lS 'air rushing' 
'through ven tila tors, outside street tra!'fie noise, 

, flotlr·e!;ccnt halast hum",·;.m{] others. 

The'noise le',;,1, (or this study, ,,';15 I:Icilsured in 
.. decibels on a1 A-w~ightcd scale (dBA units). 'I'he A-

'.~ ; wci;ehted, sca'" co,"oensa·t;es for human hearir.g dcfi
ci(;:;'cios 'by adjusting the sound levels at:. eOlch end C'f 
the audible frequ~ncy spectrum. For a detailed el'.plan
at'ion 0'£' acoustic; measurement, ·please refer to Sound 

·'C~'i ::t-c t, (.'0)10 tructior:" .·l>;·'For comoarison,' a .table of 
typical' noise leviHs and .optimu;n backgroun.d ,sound 
levels follows. **! . ' . 

. , 
\ 

Sciur~e/Room Level (dBAl 

. ~~,pical }\irc~aft (near plane) 140 
PerSOn shOliting 80 
Average conversation 50 

opHmum Conference .. rOom 35 
,,'.> Private offices 35 45 

Large general offices 45 
Stenographic offices 50' 60 
Courtroom 35 - 45 

Field measurements were made with either of two Bruel 
& 'Y,jaer ·sound lev~l meters, models ~2203 or #2206. 

. These arc equipped with microphones \oo·;'icn are nearly . 
omnidirectional. 'The frequency response fcr the 
12206 is 4Hz to 16KHz .(~ 2dB). The frequencv response 
specifications fo.r the jf.220J are quite lengt.hy. 
(Ins~ruction rn~nual has specifics). 

~ FZli·! :;cr :~~I.!na occurs when a sound wave bounces 
coo·tinually between two -parallel, acous tically reflec

" dve ·sur·face;5. The magnitude of the !lound has to be 
~t ~. audible level, and ~,e time cetween bounces must 

""be gr'eat enough to make the noises distinguishable as 
-< Se?EHa'ce sounds. Flutter echo usually sO"olnds lik!! a 

ser,io:>s of short pings. 

T~ estimate fluttf.r echo, a researcher claes his hands, 
producing an imputse~ound, and then liste~a for it~ 
!"resant:e. 

R£U.,~c~ltion time is the duration o~ sound reflection 
.tn' J""specc. It is defined as the time· (in seconds) 
after a ·constant noise source ceases, that it takes 
for the original sound pressure level to decrease by 
one thousand (60 dB). The presence of flutter echo 
and reverberation times in this study w~re estimated 

To estimate the reverberation time, a researcher coughs, 
producing a loud sound, and then listens for the rate of 
decay of the cough, 

*Sou~d ControL Conatruction, Second edition, prepared 
by the ~nited States Gypsum Co., Chicago, Illinois 1972. 

**SounJ Control Construction, excert for the courtroom 
data, which was obtained front Mr. Robert Ne'<ffililll, 
PrOEU5!lOr of Architcctu.r:c, tA;'1ssnchu5l2tts Institute of 
Tl.lchno lOfJY 

••• ! II uninati:lg Snc;; ineerin'J Sor.::'r:t,y, ;.~'~ 
!..~J;:~ ;"::1 !":r:loook, '-lc'" Yo.rk: :lcGr.l· ... -Hill, c964 

[,tGIlTING 

The r~ t1 ntJS for ligh ting a.ccC!ptabil ity ara based, upon . 
thLacccoted standards'of light intensity as listed 

. In' 1E:::; (I~ltl·~i.r,atio>1 l::uginaeI"ing S'oci.r.ty) !!a;r.d!>.:;)okkh. 
These standards provhle, a comprehen~ive- listing· Qf; t~e 
l~vels ot 1.ight requ;t.rt>d for a mUltl.tude of tasks. 

This section contains a table of acoustical and lighting 

measurements on selec~ed rooms in the courthouse. When further 

explanation is needed y additional comments will follow the table. 
The standards specify required light leve).s in foot " • 
candles. (Ono foot callale is dcfined. as".th£l.' intensity .< 

of, the light ~J:oduc"rl by one c;;mdle at a,. distance, ,or , .' 
one foot). for a given light: source, thqintensity, .. 
of the emi ttcd Light is inversely propor,tional to the ': 
square of the distance 'between the sourc~ and the po,tnt 
of measurement; for eXQ,mp,le, if the intel}sb!<:t .of, a. ',.,.' 
light source was measured as being 4.00 f"Pl;.S'!ndles at . :,.r 
a distance'of or,e foot, at:. a distance' of two feet, the 
intensi ty would d:;.·')p to 100 -footcandles, For this 
reason, the" lighting st.andards refe:'c to light inten~ity .. t 

at the work surface. The' '"following tLll>le (Jf' U:ght: . .. '-..•..... ,J.~ 
requirements, which is .. representative of court . 
activities, is an eX~;;flo:t. of a I>,'re ex.haustive listin9, .. 
in ~'e·IES Handbook, • 

R~quired ." •. 

!.:R~o~o.!::m:....._,.-___ :.F.:::u!!n.:::c..:::t.s:~.:;:o""n'--______ --l(.!.f~~~~~;~dleslc~. '., ,~ : ] 

Courtrooms seat~ng area .~i". 30' 

Library 

Conference 
Room 

Offices 
(Acco';lIlting) 

Offices, 
(Gene.ral) 

Police 

court acti vi ty a.rea ,. 70 

reading printed matedal 30· 
study and note 'taking: f.·; 7P.. 

intelO.v ie,,::~ng 'r, 30. 

auditing, tabulating, , .... ,150,., 
bookkeeping, business f 

machine operation, computer 
operation c", 

C ...... 

Readl.ng poor reproduc~ •. ;:150. 
tion~~.business mBchin~ 
operat~on, computer ~' 

opeI:a.tion :' ... ,. 

Reading handwriting in 100 
hard pencil or on poor_ 
pape~, reading fai~ re~rg: 
ductloons , ;./ . 

neading high contrast or 
well printed materials·' . 

Jail cells .~ . 

30 

30 

Field measurements are made with GE 213 ligh\~ meter. 
This meter. is color and cosine corrected to give a 
linear response (accuracy ±15). 

Light intensity is net the only factor affecting 
the illuminal:.ion of a room. Natural light' (sunlight, 
shaded light and overcast conditions) has a marked 
affect on' the lighting level of a room. Glare from 
harsh lighting can hinder the ahilitv of the occupantl. 
of the roor.t to read and record infor~atior.. 'I'hese 
conditions, as well as other factors ~ffectlng the 
light·ing, such. as special deficiencies or annoyances, 
are noted when pertL~cnt. 

" 
. . ............. "' ... - . 

.,. ]Area 
.'. :;ourtroom 
." .. -.. ~ 

'Jl~ain 
':::ourtroom 

]3ecor;.d 
. SeSS;Lon 

., '19 rhird 
.. Dsession 

J 

'" 
;1 
1 

'I 

1 1",' 

~'::'li 
,.' '¥~~f'-~ 

.- 1 
;Tt" 

--_ ..... 

ACOUSTICS 

58 :ABS EXC 5 

58 ABS ACC 10 

52 ABS ,ACC 30 

Acceptable SLI = ACe = 
Excessiv€: ABS =:= EXC = 

NOT = Noticeable 

10 

15 

27 

Sliqht 

Absent 

H-21 

LIGHTING LEVELS 
(ft. candles) 

8 10 MIN 

13 15 MIN 

27 30 MIN 

MIN = Minimal 

MOD = Moderate 

PRO = Pr'ofuse 
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

FIRST SESSION 

Acoustics The room acoustics are poor. The reverberation 

echo is excessive, so that voices are often garbled, and 

,hard to understand. In addition, the background noise 

is much too high, and is due primarily to the window 

air conditioning units and conversations in the hallway 

outside the courtroom. 

~,ightir!.9:. The lighting levels are extremely poor in this 

room. The light is provided by seven incandescent bulbs 

in ceiling fixtures. There is very little natural light . 

SECOND SESSION 

Acoustics The acoustics in the second session ~re fair, 

as it is a small room. It still sounds,too ,"empty", though, 

and the background noise levels are extremely high. The noise 

is from the win60w air conditioning units and conversations 

from the hallway outside the courtroom. 

Lighting The lighting is, again, extremely po~n.· for the 

court's use. There are only four incandescent bulbs, and 

very little natural light. 

JUVENILE AND THIRD SESSION 

Acoustics This session also has a high background nQ$,se 

level due ~o the window air conditioners and people talking 
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ADDITIONAL COMlf..ENTS, CONT" 

outside. The room acoustics are fair, since the room 

is small. 

IJightinca The lighting is fluorescent and poor f, 

H-23 
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The Taunton District Court, which was built in 

the early 1800's and partially renovated in 1961, is 

in fair condition. 

The struct.ure and building systems (heating, plumbing, 
1 

electrical) are in good condition and ~re adequate. The room 

finishes are in good repair. 'The color tones are slightly 

drab. 
Presently, the space for the clerical functions of the 

Clerk of Court's staff is cramped. There is ample space for 

storage. The large portion of the basement that, is currently 

unused space, c~uld be used for~offices and storage" if 

,improvements were implemented. 

There is only one courtroom for the court's use, and 

th'e roo,rn used for the second session is inadequate and not 

furnished as a courtroom. 

The lighting levels are gener~lly fair. 

Most of th~ room acoustics are acceptable. The back-

ground noise, in the usable courtroom, howeve~, is slight-

1y high, due primarily to the street noiSe. 

1 
Interview with Mr. Ryan, Custodian, Taunton District Court. 

1-2 
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ARCHITECTURE 

Description The District Court is housed in a two-story 

brick building, constructed in the early 1800's and 

partially renovated in 1961. The buildin'g is basically rec

tangular in plan. The facing is red brick with rectangular 

windows. At the entrance is a large portico surrounded with 

four white wooden columns, and topped with a . white triangular 

pediment. There is an oc~agonal cupola on the roof. 

COMMUNITY SERVED, NEIGHBOREOOD, TR~SPORTAT10N 

Population The District Court serves the communities of 

Taunton,Dighton, Berkley, Rehoboth, Seekonk, Raynham and 

Easton. The combined population of these areas is 83,414 

(Massachusetts 1971 Census). 
...- ,>' ,~, 

~Jeighborhood The courthouse is located near downtown 

Taunton, along a heavily traveled street and is adjacent 

to the Probate Courthouse" There are a few commercial 

buildings in the area. 

Public Transportation There ~s a local bus service that 

serves parts of Taunton, and a stop is nearby the courthouse. 

Parking There are f~ve parkin~ spaces reserved for court 

personnel only. There is no public parking, except metered 

parking along the street. 

COURTHOUSE FUNCTIONS 

Schedule ~f Operatio~ The court schedule is listed below. 

July and August: Criminal trialB & arraignments M-F 
Criminal. arraignments on l.y S 

1-5 
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September - June: Criminal trials M,Th, F 
Criminal arraignments T,W 
Civil cases T,W 
Small claims Th 
Supplementary Process Th 
Summary Process Th 

Space for Non~Court, Psrso~nel !Jo non-court personnel 

are located in the building. 

Securi'ty The court employs one court officer. Prisoners 

are transported from the police station by police and remain 

in the police's custody. 

Public Address System There is no public address system 

in the court building. 

Tape Recording The court does not provide tape recording 

facilities. 

Visual Aids No visual aids are provided by the court. 

Use of Graphics The District Courthouse is labeled as such 

above the main entrance. Although there is no main directory, 

all rooms are labeled clearly, according to function. \ 

Rest Rooms The public rest rooms are adequate and clearly 

marked. However, there are no directional signs for them. 

There is no women employees' rest room. 

STRUCTURE 

Qualitative comments contained, except where noted, in 

this sect:ion (STRUCTURE) \vere obtained from Paul Cotter, 

Head custodian. 

Structural System rrhe building is of masonry bearing wa ',1 

and wood beam constru"tion ,. The system is in good condition. 
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Air Conditioning There is one air conditioning window 

unit in the judge's lobby, one in the Clerk's Office and one 

in the Clerk's secretarial office. The courtroom is not 

air-conditione~, and becomes uncomfortabl~ in the summer. 

Heatin~ Heating is provided by a steam system, with two 

high pressure oil burners operated by an en~ineer and 

twq firemen. The]ysterr.oserves the Superior, Probate and 

District Court Buildings; the system is adequate and in 

good condition. 

Plumbing The Flumbing is adequate and in good condition. 

Electrical System The electrical system is adequate and 

in good condition. 

Fire Protectibn~ and Detection There are thre~ fire extin-

guishers in the building, one on each floor. Pull alarms 

are in the hallways on each floor. The emergency exit signs 

are prominently placed and lit~ 

$torage The Clerk uses part of the basement for storage . 

Much of the space in the basement is unused and currently 

unsuitable fpr storage due to dampness and water leakage. 

Building Characteristics There is only one courtroom in the 

building. The Clerk's office area is cramped. At times, the 

small hearing 'room on the first floor is used for court 

sessions. However, the only furniture present is a table, 

a small bench and twenty wooden chairs. 
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OPERATING AND MAINTENANCE COSTS 

The following information on costs was obtained from the 

Bureau of Accounting of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

These are actual costs for the year 1972-1973. 

Light, Heat & $ 1,665.02 
Power 

General Maintenance 1,101.22 
& Repair 

Water 24.45 
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Criteria -----------------
Courtrooms, offices, hearing rooms, S('C'retarial areas, confcrpnce 
Tooms, 1 ibraries, lounges and detention faci li ties arc surv<,ycJ for 
all 01 t',(, informiltioll in the tdble on llh~ f.,cinq nacre, 

(S'lu.1r .. footage, type of acce!1s, finish, llCOtltltic!J
, 

('tc.) 

Stora'.)e iJruas, vaults, machinery areas and custodial rooms are 
surv"y"cl fOl' on ly the SCJllare footage. 

Other areas such as closets, restrooms, elevators and stairwilYs are not sUrveyed at all. 

Defini tions 

AREA 70tal floor area including work space, circulation space, and . storaqu in square feet. 

~:lbol Explanation 

A~CESS The degree to which public entry into a room is restricted. 

Pub Public: Access is unrestricted to general public. 

Prv l""iv<1te: Access is partially restricted by manns of 
doors, counters, or gr<1phics. 

Sec Secure: Access is restricted by guard, receptionist, Or locked doors. 

tW.'IBER OF USERS The eS1:imated "eating capacity of a room for Users 
and spectators, based UpO:';l current furrdshing. 
FDIISH 
·:':~~1·:.::11 (.~~,:tJ: 

;'''1 :!,;··t :cJd Co.1t'!:J 

P - painted ,\BT 
g - glaz",J AP 
t - textured AT 

B 
DC 
C 
CB 

Asbestos Ti.le 
- Acoustic Plaster 
- Acoustic Tile 
- Drick 
- Bookcase 
- Carpet 

Concrete Block 
;"""H:i!{: i ~1: (::undtn).-

Ratinq Explanation 

C~ COrk S Stone 
CRT - Ceramic Tile SA - Sound 
CT - Concrete Absorbing 
G - Glass T - Terrazzo 
H - ~leta.1 V _ Vinyl 
P - Plaster W - I,ood 
PR - Paper I-IP - l,ood 

Paneling 

Good 
Condition of surface shows no sign of damage. Continued 
prevpntive mainte!!ance is SUfficient to maintain this condition. 

Pair 
Condition of surface indicates some damagl:. Small 
scal~ -c~~irs and corrective maintenance are necessary 
to retard deterioration of condition. 

Tone: A Sl1bjective evaluation of the color tone of the roo'D 
based on the follOwing rating scale: 

f!ti.9'.~'nd-£h!:'~Ul Drah .!lE.,J J\ll'll';~ 
S 4 3 2 1 

}'l1rac!llt (X) of lIint/,llJa: 'fhe "pproximatu PQ,t"celltil'le of the 
total I<all area of the rOOm which is COIJposed of glass. 

l/cigiJt: The fl.:lor to ceiling height. 

ACOUS'l'ICS The acceptability of tho acoustics oJ; each room is based 
• Uf)on measurements of ambient noise level (rlbA), and U[,rm revoJrbc,J:'imce 

<;haracLeristics (!luttoc echo nnd reverbera tion tim/?).-

Rating Explanation 

Ace 
Acc~ptatle: Noise level and revcrb~ration tine arc 
within standards tor each room funct10n; fluttur 
acho b absent or slight. 

Un N Unacceptable: Noise level exceed!:: stand .. rd or ir.tur
feres with room fUnction. 

Un R UnaCcept.lhle: Notlcl!able flutter "eho or (,«rei,Sive ruverberation time. 

Un NR UnaccepLilhle: Both Un N an<'L.!!!L:'!,.. 

-----._---_. LIGHTING 

7'ype: Refers to type of light fixtures in the rr:cl'1. 

I Incandescen~ 
P - Fluorescent lip - COmbination incandes~~ntl 

fluoresc'mt 
Lrvel: Ratings of the acceptability of light in the roo~ ore 
based upon compilrisc;',,; between the r.J'='ilsured 1 ill}.': 1;,v',1;:; (le. 

footcandles) and the aCCepted st,1nd"rds of lirJhl r("iUl r£!:"e"ts for the fUnctions pertormed in the room.* 

!lating Explanation ____ _ 

Goo~ r,ight levels for all fUnctions of the roc:!,. r'X<;(,,,,d 
or equal accepted standards. 

Fair Light levels for some fUnctions are standdrd; 
others are substandard. 

Poor Light levels for all functions are SUbstandard. 

AIR CONDITIONING T:'e symbol!'! indicate the type of a~r 
conditioning, if Pr<':;cnt, in the rocm. 

~~l Exolanation 

N No air conditioning present. 
C Central air conditioning. 

W Window air conditioning units. 

R 

I 
I 

I 

I 

I 

r, 

Poor 

• !tefer to technical l.nfol:mation sectl.on for furt:her ex~_~ 

Room air-conditioning units 

(n)N Indicates multiple >lir.dow units, (e.g., 3 winco>! Condition of 7urfac7 indicate: severe damage. Large units would be entered as (3)1~. / scale corrent1v~ ma1nt~n~ncc 15 ~ecessnry to ~rcvent complete 10!ls or the t~n~sh. • 

------:-----------

"I'nnatl.on 

" 
I" .. 

'~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ b-.J ~ ~ ~, 
,,; I 

J,............t 
... 
!...,..,-l 

l 

ROOM 

BASEMENT 

Janitor &Water Heater 

Clerk's Storage Vault 

AREA 
(sq. 
ft. ) 

360 

ACC
ESS 

PRV 

5-40 I SEC 

FINISH 
r~ r 

FLOORS CEILINGS ~F efl WALLS 
US I b I--T%-Oi 
ERS Mat ondtn Tonelt;~indMat ~ondtnl Mat~ondtnl Ht 

L.~ -J C _J i:- _.1 ~ 

ACOU-/ I . lAIR 
STICS Typd LevellCONQ 

I . 

I General Storage ~-;;;I-~· 1 1 1--+-1 I I I I / / 
Probation Storage 

Unused Area 1~55 IPUB 

FIRST FLOOR 

~lerk' s Off. 4 

I I PUB/R- P GOOD (sec 'y) #1 42QPRV P ' __ 

. 215 PRV 3 PR GOOD ~I~ V IGOOD 

15 V GOOD 

Clerk's Off. (sec'y)#2 

Clerk of Court 250 PRV 
I 

[Clerk's Vault ~. 90 !flEC 

Hearing Room I 335 IpUB 

Janitor's Room 
145 

PRV 
[ 1--
C.P.O. IPRV 

250 
'P.O.#l 

100 
PRV 

P.O. #2 
100 PRV 

5 

24 

4 

4 

~ 

3 

PR I GOOD 

PR ! GOOD 

PRI FAIR 

PR I GOOD 

PRjlGOOD 
~ 

PRj 
G IGOOD 

3 5 v GOOD 

3 20 V GOOD 

2 10 v' GOOD 

2 15 v '!GOOD 

2 o v bOOD 

2 10 v ko~n 
--

AT I GOOD' 8 ' ACC F FAIR lW 

!oCT I GOOD 

peT !GOOD 

8 ' ACC F I FAIR IN 

: F .1 GOOD --IU) 8 ' UnN 

AT 1 GOOD 9' I ACC [.LJ FAIR t 
_I- :;J I ACC IF I POQ'R 9 ACC F ~_T I 

AT !GOOD 8 ' Ace 

ATI GOOD 8' ACC 

l\'T' l~oon ~ , i:\r'r' 

F 

IF 

l~ 

POOR IN 

_fFAIR ~ 

I P7' -r~ l, 
=--'1:' 

-

{ 

\': 
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Criteria 

Courtrooms, offices, hearing roorr.s, secreta'rial areas, conference 
rooms, libr.llriea, loungell and detention facili ties are sUrveyed for 
all or. the information in the l:ablc on the incinq paqa, 

(squurt, footage, type of access, finish, a6oustlcs, otc.) 

SCorag8 ~reas I v~Ul ts, machinery ~1J:eas and cuotodilll rOODlS nre 
survuYdd for only the square fo"ta'1o • 

Other areas such as closets, restrooms, elevators and stairways are not SUrveyed at all. 

• a ~ ) 

Definitions 

AREA 'fotal floor area inoluding work apace, oirculation spacc. and • storago in squar.., feet. ' 

ACCESS' Tho dogree to which publio entry into a room is rcotricted. 
£ymhol Explanation 

Pub 

Prv 

Sec 

Public, Access is unrestricted to general public. 

PriVate: Ac¢css is partially restricted by means of 
doors, counters, or graphics. 

Secure: Access is rcatricted by guarq., receptionist; .', or locked doors , 

N[Jl-lBER OF USERS 'fhe e!iL:Ln,aLCU SOatlng capacity of a r'oom fa!;, users 
and spectators, based upon current £urnishing. 
FINISH. 
g~!'Co;·JI!·ll:'8 r,I![lt): 

Prr:Jii..r3J CoJes' 

p -
g -
t -

painted AOT'- Asbestoi Tile 
gl~zuu AP - Acoustic P~ascer 
textured A'1·. - ,icoustic Tile 

. D - UriCk 

C!(' 
CJ<T 
Cl' 
G 

- Cork: 
- Ceramic T.i,lo 
- Concrete 

S' - Stone 
SA - SOund 

DC - llookcasc 
C - Carpet 
CO - Concrete Block 

N 
l' 
PR 

- Glas!) 
- Heta}. 
- Plaster 

J\bsorbing 
'r TerL'ilzzD 
V - Vlny'l 
11 - \-Iood 

e~r.dition (Cundtn): 
-,Paper liP - Wood 

Paneling 
Rating 

Good 

Fair 

EXplanation 

COlldition of surface aho,,'s no sign of damage. Continued 
prevcntivil maintenance is GUfficicnt to Il)aintain t:hi!l condition. . 

Condition of Ilurfltce ·indicateD sarno damu90. Sw!:J.l 
scnl., ~",p.;irs and correcti vo maintenance aPJ nocessary 
to retard deterior,ation of. (."Ondition. 

\.'» 

.' t 
t , 

~""""'T''',ar -. 'err 

.Ton~: A subjoctivo ovnluaLion of tho'cglor tone of the roo. 
based all thB. (0110111119 ratiny. SC:J.IOI 

Bri'lht and ¢hcprful 
5 4 ,Drab and Austffrc' 

3 -; l' 
P~roont (i) or WinaO~D: The approximate percer.tage of 
total wall arell of, thl} roo:!) which is compOsed of glass. 

I/aight: Tho floor to COiling height. 

tha 

, ' 

. ACOUSTICS The acccptabil1.t¥ of the llcoustics .of oach toom is bilsed 
; URon measurements of ainbi'~n\: nais-a levc.l (elbA 1, E/n;! ur,,;,n revcrberl;ncc ' sharacteristics (flut.tor echo and reverperutlon time)." ' 

Rating ExC'L;>;;,;-n"',.l=t;:;i=onc.... _________________________ _ 
, 

Accep~ablC!: Noise level 'l1111 rovarL"".\t1')n l;tr.(! are 
wi thin stnnrlnrds for CHeh rOOm f\1nc;-tion; flutter 
uclll} i!l abll<lnt or 51 i~ht. 

II.cc 

Un N 

Un R 

Unucc~PtDblu: Noiae levul QXceods standard or lnterfero-s wJ. til room [ulle t1011. 

un"acceptabl~':" 'Notlc~<',ble f:j.utter echo or C:,cess i vc ruverlleraticn i;ime. 

__ U_n_NR Un~.£:.:£,..;;,i._ ?::.t"":::llh=l,,,Q:.:, 

LIGHTING 

Both Un 11 ill],~L.!!!Lll. ___________ _ 

Typo: Rofers to tY'l'e or light fixturos in thQ :;'Oom. 

I Incnndescent' 1fT? - Combination inc:andc!;;c<:nt/ 
F Fluoresccnt t It.:..;resccnt 

LClJeZ: Ratings oC the a.ccu;H:ab;i,litoy of light in the I'Gom i!!'e. 
' based Upon comparl-Son'3 l;ot:wcen the JlI('il.3ured light li!v(:ls (ll> 

rootcandlcs) and the .'lcce~ted stilndards of li']h!: rcquire:.1Cnts 
for the fUnctions PQrfOrl!;'~.i .in the: rOOIn. * 

Rating l?iE.~:2;':!_",,_--=-, ,,_ _ __ 
Good r.ight .leve:,·' f?r ill: f, >lctions of '.: .. :1 ro~,' '1Xr:r,(Hl. 

or (·fJ':,'\l at~~"~."'ht..cd !::... .. 'nddld~) .. 
Pair 

Poor 
Li"~~ la~ai~ .or S~" fun~.ion9 arc stan~~rd; 
o tho!":; are C'''''''I t<lnC:,.' ~'~1. 

Light -,cve~:: ;;;;.r <11: fUnct!.o:)s arc S'.lbstundard. 

~ .---- ----... 
AIR CONDITIOIIING The sy;;,bols : ~'..!icOlte ~he typ~ of ai!-
conditioning, ir ~resent, in the roan. 

~l Explanation 

N No i:' ... co:-::. ';ioning p.rcse~::. 
G Cent,::.::::;, <lir c.onditioning. 

w l'lindo:.: -:lir cO:1di tio:1.i:lg units. 
R 

In - .. -~~~.,,::> llllllt:iplo :'-,\"-:dol< units, (e.g., 3 winco.... , Condition of surfiu;:e .indicc..tes s~vere damage. Large units ..... ould ,-", ~nl:c:'»; as O}1-1. / scale corrcct:i ve_ maint~nilnce j 5 !,clceSS~ry to pre-vent 
complete 10c:u 0: the tl.nlsh. ::: 

---- -- -

~---------'--------~.----------------------~~------------~---------------------------------------~------------------------~--~ •. Refer to 1:cchnicnl·:Ln;ormatior. sect:LOn for !:ur1:her explnnat:Lon ~-..,;:.-;;. '1 ~ 

. ~ 

Poor ROom air-conclltionin~ unlt~ 
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ROOM 

~lCD3.tion , ~sec' y) 

Probation Cashier 
7'". C) 

Probation Vault 

SECOND FLOOR 

Judge's Lobby ~ 

Judge's Sec'y 

Courtroom 

Conference Room 
:--

AREA 
(sq. ACC-
ft. ) ESS 

PUBI 

340 PRV 
DUB I 

200 PRV 

20 SEC 

335 SEC 

100 SEC 

2290 PUB 

130 PUB 

-

# of WALLS 
US 
ERS Mat! r:ondtn, Tone 

5 PR GOOD 2 

2 PR GOOD 2 

WP/ 
7 BC GOOD 2 

1 pP GOOD 3 

200 WP/ GOOD 3 
'P'R 

6 PR FAIR 2 

-

I 

FINISH 

FLOORS CEILINGS LIGHTING 
% oj ACOU- ,AIR 
Nl.nc Mat ~oIldtn Mat ~ondtn Ht STICS Type: Level CONC 

10 V GOOD AT GOOD. 8 ' ACC F FAIR N 

5 V " 'GOOD AT GOOD 8 1 ACC F FAIR N --

15 C GOOD AT GOOD 12' ACC I FAIR lW 

10 C GOOn AT GOOD 12' Ace F GOOD N 

20, /e/ KGOOD pP GOOD 117 ' UnN I FAIR N , 
\ 

10 V GOOD AT GOOD~12 ' ACC F POOR N 

I 

. I 
I 
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I Main 

Ctrm. 

JUDGE 

Can the Judge see the entire. courtroom? Vpp, 

Can the Judge hear the ~'ii tnes.ses clearly? Vpc, 

Can the Judge hear the AttornE.iYs clearly?* Yes 
Is the Judge's lobby adjacent to the 
courtroom? No 

Is there a bathroom in the Judge's lobby? No 

Is 'the Judge's lobby private? Yes 

Is the Judge IS lobby secure? Yes 

JURY 
What size jury can the courtroom 
accomodate? No jury 

APbroximatelY how far are jurors from 
pu"lic? 
Approximately how far are jurors from 
litiqants? . 
Can- the Jurors see Hitnesses at full 
Iface? 

Can the Jurors see the Judge at full face? 

the Jurors see Can 
Defense Attornev?* 

the Prosecutor & 

Are JuroJ;s on same side of Judge as 
Witnesses? 

Can the Jurors hear l\ttorneys clearly?* 

NITNESSES 

Can vJi tnesses see Judge & Att.orneys? Yep, 

Does the Witness Box have a microphone? No 

ATTORNEYS 

Can Attorneys see the Jury? 

Can Attorneys hear the Judge clearly? Yes 

* When Attorneys are in their usual locations 
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IATTORNEYS (continued) 
I 
I 

!Can Attorneys hear the Witnesses clearly? 

IApproximatel~ 
lfrom counsel. 

how far is the defendant 

fAre Lawyer conference rooms conveniently 
~ocated? 

ICOURT OFFICERS 
;Do Court Officers have a desl.gnated 
!place in courtroom? 
!Are they near enough to defendant to 
Irestrain !tim? 
[IS there a Court Officer located between 
Jury & public? 
lIS a Court Officer located so that he can 

rotect Judae? 

PROBATION OFFICERS 

lIs there a space for the Probatl.on. 
Officer and his records? 

DEFENDANT 
,~ 

Can the Defendant hear the Judge clearly? 

Can the Defendant hear the Attorneys 
clearly?* 
Can the Defendant hear the Vlitnesses 
InlPrlrlv? 

GENERAL' 

Is there an alarm system? 

Does the courtroom have a blackboard? 

Can the courtroom be darkened for visual 
aids? 

l 

,IS there a clock? 

r 
IpUBLIC 

Public seating ~omfortable? IIs'the 
I 

IDoes the press sit in the public area? 
F 
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Main 

Ctrm. 

Yes 

20' 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

. Yes 

Yes - . 

No 

yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

No 
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

COURTROOM 

The courtroom becomes very hot during the summer, since 

there is no air conditioning and some of the windows 

must be closed because of the heavy street traffic' noise. 

The public seating area is tiered. At the rear, however, 

the level of the floor is so close to the level of the 

window sills, that one could easily fallout of the window. 

The public entrance to the courtroom is by a stairway 

at the rear of the" rooijl,'" 
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ACOUSTICS; 

~1'.' ·,.r," ."";':1'" i.s bacJ..'Jtcund nOisl'l th,~t i1;1 all <:v0:al}0 
nois

v 
level nttributed to Sources such JS ',lir rushirlq 

throu~h ventilators, outside street traffic no~se, 
flouresccnt b31ast hUm, ~nd others. 

The nO.lse le··:=:l, for th.is study, WilS rneilsured l.n 
dac1bcls on "1 A-W~ighte6 scale (aRA units). The~
wcl::hted sen':l (;-orr,ponsah, .. [Ot' hurr.;m t;(>aring dt>:j. 
cluncius by ~djusting the ~ound loval. at each end of 
the' audible frequency spectrum. For a detailed cxplarl
acion of acoustic measurement, please refer to Scw"d 
Con~7'''i. ::?':ctl'U,'·ti.on*. For comparison, .l table of 
typical noise levels and optimum b,wkgl ',und sound levels follow5,** 

----______ ~s_o __ u£ce/Room 

Typical 

Op t:l mum 

Aircraft (ncar plane) 
Person shOll! il .: 
!'.verage conn,:, sation 

Conference room 
Pri.'ace offices 
Large general offices 
Stenograrhic offices 
Courtroom 

140 
80 
50 

35 
35 - 45 
45 
50 - 60 
3S 45 

Field measurements were made with either of two BrueJ. 
& KJaer sound level meters, models 12203 or #2206. 
These are equipped with micro~hones which are nearly 
omnidirectional. The. frequency response for the 
N2206 is 4Hz to 16KHz (= 2dB). The frequencv reseonse 
speCifications for the i2203 are quite lengthy. ' 
(rnscr~ction manual has specifics), 

• PZ II: -:,'1' ::C!i1o OCCUrs When a sound wave bounces 
continually between two parallel, acoustically reflec
tive su~faces. T.he magnituae of the !';ound has to be 
.:It un aUdi!>le level, and the time cetween bounces must 
be great enough t'o make the noises distingUishable as 
sepnrate sounds. Flutter echo ,USually sounds liku a 
series of short pings. 

To estimate flutter echo, a researcher claes his hands, 
produ'c'ing an impUlse sound, and then listens for itt; nresence. 

Ravcpbcr,lti.on tine is the duration of sound reflection 
in a space. It is defined as the time (in seconds) 
after a constant noise source ceases, that it takes 
for the original sound pressure level to decrease by 
one thousand (60 dB). The presence of flutter echo 
and reverberation times in this study were estimated 

To cstimate the reverberation time, a researcher c')ughs, 
producil1g a loud sound, and then listens for the rate of decay of the cough. 

·Sound Contpot Con8tPuoti.on, Second edition, prepared 
by the United Scates Gypsum Co., Chicago, Illinois 1972. 

·*Sound C:HI :"Q l Cone trUcHon, except: for the courtroom 
datil, which was obtained from Mr. Robert Nelomilll, 
Professor of Architecture, ~iJss.,chu::;ett:; Institute of TcchllOlol]Y 

*"!llur"inating sngi.1ecrin'1 Socinty, IE; 
:"::J!:: :"3 '::~db')<;Ik, ,,'ew Yor!:: n:Gr.l ..... -Hl11, !964 

Q.:t. 

7'1C! Nt in··lt. f(It' 1 i Uh ting acc(:r-t abi 1 i ty arc bnsf::d uPOn 
the Hccuptud standardy Df light intenSity a~ listud 
In Ie: (IlZ~.i~~~ion 'n~i~~crt~1 3r~tc:y) Uand!~ok~~ •• 
':hnse stilndards provide c1 CO/"l'l diensive listing or ttl( 

Ipvnls of light required for a multitude of tasks. 

Tht! ~;tM.rlards specify require" Uljht lcvels in fOOl 
cilnl~L5. (On:, £no!; cnTIc11c 1,; dl'finc;; as the il\t:C'IIf:.it~. 

. of the light producud by one \:,lnu 1e ,1:: a elis tancC' of 
one foot). For a givon light sClurce, the intensity 

'of the emitted light is invcrsnly proportional to the 
square of th(' dis'! In<:''! j)"t:\~eon 1I,t' source ilnd the p(dnl 
of rc,easuremp"t; f," 0Xi\·.\.lu, i~ the inlc\1l;it;y of a 
light SOUrce was rnt'<.lsureu as b('ing <00 £ootcandles at 
a distance of c'ne J;oot, at a 'l"' ... ancQ of two fep. I thc' 
in t"'1!51 ty wet.: Id II,,,p j 0 100 t",,(., .Indles. f'or th.;,!l 
\'OafiOtl, th~· Hr.!d.h,q ,,' <lflCi,1rd,: h:fcr 1:0 ll.ghL :intt!nsit,.' 
at the wotk surfu.:<:, 'rile £Ol1o"".i.:1g table of l.iyht 
reg;... ~f'l~'Jnts, Which i,; 1.'cprcsentative of COUrt 
ilCt' '~'itH!S. is an • ,t )"'ct no: a .• re eXhaustive li~,tinq in L!H~·:£'S T!:H~.dbc;,,";" *'J(~ . 

c,.I,l!:'trooms. 

Library 

Conference 
Room 

Offices 
(Acco';lIlting) 

Offices, 
(General) 

Police 

Itoquircd 
,-Light 

(rootcandles) 
~t ,'ting areil 
mmrt activity area 30' 

70 

reading printed material 30 
s,tu<1y and notf' taki:lg 7!l 

interviewing 
" - 30 

.. aUditing, tabulating, r

t 
150 

bookkeeping, business t 

machine operation, computer 
operation 

Reading poor reprodllC- 150 
tions, bUSiness machine 
operation, compUter ~. 
operation , .' 

~ ... Reading handwriting in 100 
hard pencil or on poor. 
paper, reading fair reero-
ductions , 

• n 

Reading high contrast or 30 
well printed materials 

Jail cells 
30 

Field measurements are made with GE 213 light meter. 
This meter is color an.:1 cosine corrected to gil/e a 
linear response (accuracy ±15). . 

J:.ight intenSity is net the only factor affectinq 
the illumination of a room. Natural light: Csuniight, 
shaded light and overcast: conditions) has a marked 
affect. on the lighting level of a rOOI:1. Glare from 
harsh lighting can hinder the abi1i::,.. of the occupnnts 
of the room to read and record info~a~ior., These 
cc;>ndi~ions, as well as other factors ':JffC'ctlng the 
Ilghtlng, such as speCial deficiencies or annoya~ICes, are noted When pertinent. 

....... -_ .... -- .. -- ... 

¥ 

• 

~Jl 

J 

This section contains a table of acoustical and lighting 

measurements on selected rooms in the courthouse. When further 

explanation is needed, additional comments will 
follow the table. 

\rea 
'~ourtroom 

"'----, 

ACOUSTICS LI(,;HTING LEVELS 
(ft. candles) 

- ] I. ourtroom 45 ABS 20 35 30 40 MOD 

: .earing Rm. 37 

] 
ABS 35 MOD 

]1 

] 

]I 

]l 
']. SLI == Sliqht MIN = Minimal ACC == Acceptable 

~] 
Moderate Absent MOD = ABS == EXC := Excessive 

Profuse PRO = NOT := Noticeable 

C] 
'~j 
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

COURTROOM 

Acoustics The room acoustics are good, but the level of 

ambient noise ( the source is the street)is too high. Trucks 

use the road on which the courthouse is located, and the 

noise from these trucks can be substantial. To solve the 

noise problem, the windows are closed. This action, during 

the summer, causes another problem: a very hot courtroom. 

Lighting The lighting levels are fair. There are 48 

single incandescent lamps dotted about the ceiling. 

HEARING ROOM 

Acoustics The room acoustics are good. Ambient noise is 

not as bad as that in the courtroom, since this room is at 

the back of the building. 

Lighting Two rows of fluorescent lights give a fair level 

of light. 
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APPENDIX 
AN ~~NOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
ACOUSTICS, COLOR, LIGHTING, 
COURT ARCHITECTURE 
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ACOUSTICS 

Beranek, Leo L. Acousties. New York: McGraw-Hill, 1954. 

(An ex~austive and technically detailed explanation of' 
acous~lCS from ~he professional standpoint. Prof. Beranek, 
~ senlor acous~lcal consultant for Bolt, Beranek and NE-:-wman I 

lS one of the foremost authorities on acoustical design). 

.,Day, B.F., ~ord, R.D., and Lord, P. I Building Acoustics. 
New York: American Elsevier Publishing Company, 1969. 

(A simple and straightforward discussion of acoustics as 
it is related to building shap8s and materials. Tnformation 
is presented in essentially graphical and tabular form). 

Egan, M. David. Concnpts in Ar~hitectural ACO~8t~eG. 
New York: McGraw-Hill, 1972. 

(David Egan, a former student of Professors Beranek and 
Newman at M.I.T., has developed a book, which althouGh 
detailed, is understandable even to the layman. Presented 
are the basics of building acoustics in a graphical formaL) 

Rettinger, Michael. k::ou;Jt,~ c:;~: Room Dr';;;{a n and Noii:l~~ Cc.m t 1'0!. 
New York: Chemical Publishing COor 1968. 

('l'he passages here on noise and its effects aro of part.ict!le,J:' 
3...mportance, pp.136-144, though the entire book is rC:1dable 
and informative.) 

Sabine, Wallace Clement. C,)ll,)ct,(Jd l'a{U,'hJ l)iZ !l;}iiai (':':"" 

New York: Dover publications, 1944. 

(A collection of essays by the man who, in tJ,vc:nty S:lid'" 

years (1895-1915) bro,:"ght acoust~cal s?i(mcc ,rum Lu .. I 'i 

to maturity. Two artlcles of prlInary .i.ntere!:31 hn n': "l':~' 
Correction of Acoustical Difficulties", pp. 1 ;1-162, ~nd 
"Archi tectural Acoustics II 1 pp. 2l9-23G. ~milc these .-lrti('] f 

refer mainly to enclosures such as churches and concert b!' l 

the fundamentals are equally applicable to courtroom dc~ig 

sound Con tro Z" Cons ·true tion. United Gypsum company, Chica<j':) I ')"1. • 

(Explains basic theories of acoustics, sound control and 
measurement in a highly readable formi thorough yc:~.t. l~('l a ii v· ' 

uncomplicated) . 
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COLOR 

Birren, Faber, Light~ Colo~~ and Environment. New York: 
Van Nostrand Reinhold Company, 1969. 

(An exhaus.tive review of technical research into the 
significance of light, and the biological visual and 
psychological effects of color.) , 

Faulkner, Waldron, Architecture and Color~ New York: 
Wiley-Interscience, 1972. 

(~n architectural overview of the use of color in building, 
wlth some attention given 'to psychological effects of color 
on the users. Extensive explanation of color fundamentals.) 

Halse, Albert O.,The Use of Color in Interiors., New York: 
McGraw-Hill, 1968. 

(A deeper look into color relationships and their importance 
as factprs in design. The emotional and occupational 
influences of color are also explored.) 

LIGHTING 

Hopkinson, R.G' if Ana Kay, J.D .. " The Lighting of Buildings., 
New York: Praeger, 1969 • 

(The principles of good lighting from tpe architect's point 
of view with emphasis on the subjective and human side of 
lighting. ) 

Illuminating Bngineering Society, IES Lighting Handbook. 
New York: Illuminating Engineering Society, 1.972 . 

(A definitivE,~ pUblication of light and light standards. 
Primarily a reference book, it covers everything from 
lighting surveys to underwater illumination. Includes a 
section on lighting in institutions and public buildings.) 

Phillips, Derek, Lighting in Arc~itectural Design. 
New York: McGraw-Hill, 1964. 

(Lighting strictly from a building standpoint; the actual 
de~ign and construction of lighting systems and how they 

'relate to the built environment.) 
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COURT ARCHITECTURE 

American Bar Association and the American Institute of 
Architects, The American Courthouse: PZanning and 
Design for the JudiciaZ Proces8~ Ann Arbor: The University 
of Michigan Law School, 1973. 

~ 

(Extensive information on the planning, design and operation 
of judicial facilities. special attention given to movement 
within the facilities, circulation patterns and space 
requirements. ) 

Vanderryn,. Sim, An AnaZysis of Courtroom Design Criteria~ 
Berkeley: University of California College of Environmental 
Design, 1967. 

(A brief discussion of findings in a project undertaken by 
a group of architecturli~ students at Berkeley, to examine 
redesign of ~ourtrooms from an architectural standpoint.) 
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