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EXECUTIONS 1962 

COVERAGE: 

This report covers the 44 civil jurisdictions in the 
United States where capital punishment may be le
gally imposed. These jurisdictions include 42 States, 
the District of Columbia and the Federal government. 

Figures are included on all prisoners executed, or 
pardoned or whose sentence was ?therwise m~difi~d 
during 1962 and all known by offiCIals cooperatmg In 
the National Prisoner Statistics program to be under 
sentence of death as of December 31, 1962. The data 
were obtained primarily from State prison officials, 
Also contributing were Federal officials and the ad
ministrators of the Cook County, Illinois, and the 
District of Columbia Jails (the only local institutions 
in this country where executions are carried out). 
Prisoners Ulllier 5entenre of death who may still be 
held in local or county jails ordinarily are not in
cluded in NPS figures. Exceptions would be in a few 
States where prisoners awaiting execution may be 
transferred to State prisons but subsequently re
turned to a local jail pending outcome of an appeal or 
other legal action. 

The "under sentence of death" term begins when 
the court first pronounces the sentence of death for 
a capital offense and ends with the final disposition 
of the case, either by execution 01' otherwise. Many 
prisoners "under sentence of death" at the close of 
H)62 had received short stays 01' reprieves granted 
by State governors. Also, a large number had ap
peals before State and/or Federal COU!·ts. The re
maining J 

.: their date of execution set for sometime 
in ·19G3; these prisoners, however, could still appeal 
or l'eceive executive 01' judicial stays. 

EXECUTIONS RISE IN 1962 

Forty-seven prisoners were executed by civil au
thority in the United States during calendar year 
lUG2. This represents a 12 percent increase over the 
42 executed in H)61. Calendar year 1962 had the 
second lowest number of executions on record since 
1U30 when this national series began. 

EXECUTING JURISDICTIONS 

One or more executions were carried out in 18 of 
the 44 jurisdictions whose statutes provide for legal 
capital punishment. Eleven of these jurisdictions 
also had executions in 1£)61. Among the other seven 
with executions in 1962, New Jersey (2) had had 
none since 1956, Illinois (2) none since 1958, Iowa 
(2) none since 1952, Kansas (1) none since 1954, 
Kentucl<y (1) none since 1956, Oklahoma. (1) none 
since 1960 and Ot'ep;on (1) none since 1953. 

California, with 11, had the most executions, fol
lowed by Texas with 9 and Florida with 5. These 
three States acc'.:nmted for 25, or 53 percent, of the 
47 executions carried out during the year. 

Among the States with no executions in 1962, but 
one or more in 1961, were New York with 2 in 1961 
and Arizona, Indiana, Louisiana, Maryland, Nevada 
and North Carolina with one each in 1961. 

METHOD OF EXECUTION 

Fifteen of the 1962 executions were carried out in 
the lethal gus chamber. This method was used' 32 
percent of the time in 1962 as compared with 43 per
cent in 1961. Twenty-nine executions were by electro
cution and the remaining three by hanging. Sixty-two 

percent of the pr'.soners executed in 1962 were 
electrocuted-in 191H, 57 percent were electrocuted. 
There were no hangings in 1961. 

OFFENSE, SEX AND AGE 

Of the 47 executed in 1962, one was a woman
the first to be executed in this country since 1957 
-executed for murder in California. Of the 46 males 
executed, 40 were for murder, 4 for rape, 1 for 
assault by a life prisoner (California) and 1 for 
armed robbery (Texas). 

The age of the 47 executed ranged from a 19-year
old executed in Texas for murder to the 58-year-old 
female executed in California for murder. The 
median age of the 47 prisoners was 28 years, a drop 
from the 31.2 median age for the 42 executed in 
1961. 

ELAPSED TIME FROM FIRST SENTENCE OF DEATH. 
TO EXECUTION 

Elapsed time-the period between the first impo
sition of the death sentence for the instant offense 
and the day of execution-ranged from 1 month for 
a robbery offender in Texas to 7 years, 1 month and 
20 days for a murderer execpted in Illinois. The 
median elapsed time was 20.5 .lOnths which is 4.3 
mvnths longer than the 16.2 mo .ths recorded in 1961. 

Among the prisoners executed in 1962, only 6 
(13 percent) of the 47 were received that year. Four
teen (30 percent) were received in 1961, 15 (32 
percent) were received in 1960, 8 (17 percent) were 
received in 1959, 3 (6 percent) in 1958 and 1 (2 
percent) in 1955. 

There are many reasons for the wide range in 
elapsed time between the first sentence to death and 
execution. Appeals which in a few States are auto
matic following the sentence of the court are made 
at all levels of the State courts as well as the Federal 
courts. These together with judicial and executive 
orders which grant short or long stays or reprieves 
account for the variation in elapsed time periods. 

PRISONERS SENTENCED TO DEATH IN 1962 

During calendar year 1962, a total of 99 prisoners 
reeeived death sentences, 37 less than were reported 
in 1961. Of the 99, 86 (87 percent) were convicted 
for murder, 11 (11 percent) for rape and 1 (1 
percent) each for armed robbery and assault com
mitted by a life prisoner. All were males, excepting 
one female convicted of murder in Florida. 

At calendar year's end, 87 (88 percent) were still 
under the sentence of death, 6 (6 percent) had been 
executed and 6 (6 percent) had their cases disposed 
of by means other than execution-3 were commuted 
to life, 2 were granted new trials and 1 had his 
sentence reversed by the Circuit Court of Appeals. 

PRISONERS UNDER SENTENCE Of DEATH AT 
CLOSE OF 1962 

At the beginning of 1962, there were 273 prisoners 
under sentence of death. By including the 99 received 
from court during the year, the grand total of pris
oners under sentence of death sometime during the 
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year was 372. Of these 372, 47 were executed during 
the year and 58 cases were disposed of by means 
other than execution, leaving a total of 267 awaiting 
execution at year's end. Thus, there were six less 
prisoners awaiting execution at the end of 1962 than 
at year's end 1961 since 99 were received and 105 
were disposed of during the year. 

Of the 267 awaiting execution at year's end, 216 
were "under sentence of death" for murder, 46 for 
rape, 3 for kidnapping (1 Federal and 2 from New 
Hampshire), 1 for assault by a life prisoner (Cali
fornia), and 1 for burglary (Alabama). 

Over half (52 percent) of the prisoners awaiting 
execution were distributed among five States-Flori
da had 38 awaiting, California had 35, Louisiana 
had 27, Marylnnd had 22 and New York had 18. 

The age of those awaiting execution ranged from 
a 16-year-old committed for murder in Florida to a 
61-year-old murderer in New Jersey. One 17-year
old murderer was awaiting in Georgia, one 18-year
old murderer in Florida, and four 19-year-old mur
derers-one each in Arkansas, Kansas, New Jersey 
and South Carolina. 

The longest period of elapsed time recorded for 
those awaiting execution was 9 years, 10 months 
and 4 days for two prisoners committed for aggra
vated rape in Louisiana. Elapsed time is figured 
from date of sentence to 12-31-62. The median 
elapsed time for the total group was 16.7 months. 

OTHER DISPOSITION NOT RESULTING 
IN EXECUTION 

There were 58 prisoners disposed of by means 
other than execution in 1962. This indicates that 23 
percent more "other dispositions" occurre? than 
executions in 1962. Of these 58, 27 had then' sent
ences commuted-17 to life, 1 to 199 years, 5 to 
99 years, 1 to 80 years and 3 to 20 years. Four o~ the 
59 were committed or transferred to mental hospitals 
and, of the remaining 27,26 had their death sentence 
reversed or vacated by the courts (many were 
retried and resentenced) and 1 committed suicide. 

Of this group, 43 (74 percent) had been sentenced 
for murder, 13 (22 percent) had been sentenced for 
rape and 2 (3 percent) had been sentenced for armed 
robbery. The elapsed time from sentence of de!1;th 
to disposition ranged from 27 days for a rapist 
commuted to life in Texas to 9 years, 1 month and 
13 days for a murderer commuted to 199 year~ in 
Illinois. The median elapsed time for the group was 
16.8 l'lonths. 

MILITARY EXECUTIONS 

Exduded fro111 this report are executions carried 
out by the armed forces. For the 33 year period, 
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1930 through 1962, the Army (including Air Force) 
carried out 160 executions, 148 of Olesc during the 
period 1942-1950, three each in 1954, 1955 and 1957 
and one each in 1958, 1959 and 1961. Of the 160 
executions, 106 were for murder (including 21 in
volving rape), 53 were for rape and 1 was for 
desertion. The Navy has carried out no executions 
since 1849. ' 

FIGURE B ... -COMPARiSON OF .PRISONERS EXECUTED IN 1962, DISPOE:JID OF BY 
OTHER ~!EAJl'S Dl 1902 AND UNDER GENl'EtrcE OF DEATH nI:C::.:MBER 31, 196("' 
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(,.) (;.rri"'j o"t in the fo11.>\lin,; Jtates: 19.57: GeJrgla (2); 19.56: /·:issouri; 1954: ~ew York; 1953: f:i.souri (2), 
; .. ,. Yolrk ("); 19.5~: ~laska; 1943: AlasK~, nurid" California (J); 1~45: .y""ing; 194): Tennessee: 1942; 
l,lstncl or iJJlu,uia (6); 193:l: Indiana, Illinois, f:i.chlgan, Kansas (2); 1936; Indiana, oJklahoma, Arizona; 
19)u: t\.dfi.;;as. 'Tne 3 in Kar.sas and th ... 1 in i:ichi!:an were carrled \Jut 1n federal i,risons; t.he others, in Statu, 
tl~rrlt'.lrial, or local facilitito!s. 

(~) Death jlendlty ill.gal as indicated (M), except that Michigan and t.orth DakJta prescribe the death penalty fOl' 
treasunj j~,Jrttl 1Ja><ota also .fJ~rMit;;j tht: death t_l;;rult;,' tor first-degrE!e murder cUJT'Jnitted by a pr1.s0ner servine a 
ll.r~ ~t!nt(!nce C."r r~rst_dt!gre~ tliurderj and Mudn Island 1'Jia~es the death Fenalty manda.t.>ry for murder c.llT,,'l')ittec. 
by a }lrls')iier servine a life sentence. 

(~) !Jcath ~.nalty illegal: South Uakota, 19JO-1938; "ans.s, 19)0-1934; and Delaware bc~inning i.pril 2, t95B, to 
Wc.rober la, 196J. 

(d) ,Ila3ka and Jiawaii when territories abolished capital f.unish'11ent in 1957. As 3tatcs, nlaska and Hawaii are 
lr.cluued in this series beginnine: Janu,:j:ry 1, 1960. 
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Alask; ",n::z. lia""aU C.Kcept for two federal o;.:ecuUut1t1 in Alaska, ':Inc in 19i~8 aod .:In!;' in 1950} 
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xx 
1 
4 

27 
Xi. 
21 

t~ 

4 
25 
XX 
18 

XX 

2 
XX 

) 

xx 

X.\ 

XX 
1 
I, 

25 
XX 
18 

2 
XX 

) 

327 2)) 8;1 (4) Z)l (1) B9 
7J 116 25 46 25 

152 95 57 (1) 95 (1) 57 

(d) 
(0) 

XX 

XX 

xx 

xX xx 

XX 

xx XX xx xx 

xx XX XX 

NullTH ChNTRAL .................. 1_~):::9)~f._..:2~4::9+-::14~2~-~-l!---~2:::48~--....:1:::)~5-+--...::--J+-.-:~+-..!-+-.....::.-_f_-=--t--=-f-f---=--,f----=-_t--=-

66 I (,') r..a.st hor\.h Cent.ralt 
ohio, •• , ..•..........••...• 
IndialUl •••••••••••••• o' to •• 

11111'1019 ••••••••••••••••••• 
f.1ch1ean(e) ............... . 
WlSconsl.l(c::) •••••..• t •••••• 

"cst. lLarth. Cttntral ~ 
ll1MeSlJtll(c:) •••••••••.••.•• 
Iowa ••.••.•.•••• t •••••••••• 
HillS>.)\U'1 •••••••• , •••••••••• 
Jlorth Dakota(c) •••• _ ••••••• 
JIJuth Dakota(r;) .... , ••••.•• 
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In prior reports Kentucky was erroneouuly r'EljJorteti to have executed 1 r'tl.'ll3.le .. 
AlabaDO, ineludes 1 fenale previously counted a!l a male. 
JaFme13e. 
1 J',!r.erican Indian~ 1 C~inese. 
11 Filipinos , J Chinese, 1 Japaheso, .) Amorican Indians. 
Aggravated assault committed by prisoners under lite sentence. 
Ala~.k.o. and Hawatl When terdtories d.b:lu'shed capital pun1..Shment in 195? 
As States Alaska and Hawaii are included in this series begln1ng Januar,'! 1, 1960. 
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T!\llL£ 5.--I,!UV.IIi.NT of J-RlSOfJERS UNIlhR SI:.IITE/:C;; OF.DEATH BY STAT. AND vFFEIIS.: 1962 
(Figurea in parentheses show the nutllber of females included) 
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(ft.) 1n Q ftrw ~t .. d .. c:1 becau~c of autom.atic aJ:..peals, jl,S liell as :Jppoal:l by the derendant, prisoners sentl'nced t.o death arE! not iJl1lnsd1atcly tran.sferred to the plnce or eXl;lcut1on~ 
1'hcrafIJre, tho lJu:nbe'r t>t JJrl.s~ntlr!l under sent(>Jlce or dellth January 1, 1962 il) hiehor than rcc.Jrded at. the c10!le ¢or 1961. 

(b) .includ/:i3 pris.:Iners rQpt){"wd "11th a~)lf.;als or <lther judicial Ot' ex.ecutive act1.on pending. t.xctl\dP.:'i prisoners granted nc~ lrlah. 
(c) Jf.ll cv:n:l;utcd to liCu "'Uh thl, fullowinc excoptions: Illinois .. 1 c.:JlI::tuted t.o 199 YtJ<lr.'JI South G:1rol1na _ 1 commuted to 80 years; Georgia .. 3 co:l/!ll'!!UtEid to 20 y~.lra; 

'l'cMfODSE.'e .. S cCII1!'lt1ted to 9'7 years. 
(d) kevel.'"s:l,ls or judbl"\~nt Qr v3,ci\ted s'!!nteru:es. Also inclu:iQs gro.'I"I\.s !-ar nc ... t.rials. 
(0) l(i::ln.1p1nl~ and murder. 
(r) De;\th ren.tlty illeea! as indicated (XX), except that MiChiC\\n .:.tori lJorth DJ.kQta prescribe tho death penalty tor trelson; Nort.h Dakota also permitB the death penalty 

r~r fir.,t-dcCl"e~ murdtr cO:wli1;tcd by a "risonor !3crvinr, .:J. 11t# scntenctl for l'lr-st. ... degreo murder~ 3.nd Rhode lsl;:md makes the deat.h penalty manontory for murder 
coMittcd by a lJr1suntlr lJerving a life SOlltcoce. 

(g) De3.th :;entenca reinshted De.Jember 18, 1961. 
(h) Su1cid •• 
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