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EXECUTIONS 1962

COVERAGE

This report covers the 44 civil jurisdietions in the
United States where capital punishment may be le-
gally imposed. These jurisdictions include 42 States,
the District of Columbia and the Federal government,

Figures are included on all prisoners executed, or
pardoned or whose sentence was otherwise modified
during 1962 and all known by officials cooperating in
the National Prisoner Statistics program to be under
sentence of death as of December 31, 1962. The data
were obtained primarily from State prison officials,
Also contributing were Federal officials and the ad-
ministrators of the Cook County, Illinois, and the
District of Columbia Jails (the only local institutions
in this country where executions are carried out).
Prisoners under sentence of death who may still be
held in local or county jails ordinarily are not in-
cluded in NPS figures. Exceptions would be in a few
States where prisoners awaiting exeeution may be
transferred to State prisons but subsequently re-
turned to a local jail pending outcome of an appeal or

. other legal action.

The “under sentence of death” term begins when
the court first pronounces the sentence of death for
a capital offense and ends with the final disposition
of the case, either by execution or otherwise. Many
prisoners “under sentence of death” at the close of
1962 had received short stays or reprieves granted
by State governors. Also, a large number had ap-
peals before State and/or Federal courts. The re-
maining *  their date of execution set for sometime
in 1963; these prisoners, however, could still appeal
or receive executive or judicial stays.

EXECUTIONS RISE IN 1962

Forty-seven prisoners were executed by civil au-
thority in the United States during calendar year
1962. This represents a 12 percent increase over the
42 executed in 1961. Calendar year 1962 had the
second lowest number of executions on record since
1930 when this national series began.

EXECUTING JURISDICTIONS

One or more executions were carried out in 18 of
the 44 jurisdictions whose statutes provide for legal
capital punishment. Eleven of these jurisdictions
also had executions in 1961. Among the other seven
with executions in 1962, New Jersey (2) had had
none since 1956, Illinois (2) none since 1958, Iowa
(2) none since 1952, Kansas (1) none since 1954,
Kentucky (1) none since 1956, Oklahoma (1) none
since 1960 and Qregon (1) none since 1953.

California, with 11, had the most executions, fol-
lowed by Texas with 9 and Florida with 5. These
three States aceounted for 25, or 53 percent, of the
47 executions carried out during the year.

Among the States with no executions in 1962, but
one or more in 1961, were New York with 2 in 1961
and Arizona, Indiana, Louisiana, Maryland, Nevada
and North Carvolina with one each in 1961.

METHOD OF EXECUTION

Fifteen of the 1962 executions were earried out in
the lethal gas chamber. This method was used’ 32
percent of the time in 1962 as compared with 43 per-
cent in 1961. Twenty-nine executions were by electro-
cution and the remaining three by hanging. Sixty-two

percent of the prisoners executed in 1962 were
electrocuted—in 19451, 57 percent were electrocuted.
There were no hangings in 1961.

OFFENSE, SEX AND AGE

Of the 47 executed in 1962, one was a woman—
the first to be executed in this country since 1957
—executed for murder in California. Of the 46 males
executed, 40 were for murder, 4 for rape, 1 for
assault by a life prisoner (California) and 1 for
armed robbery (Texas).

The age of the 47 executed ranged from a 19-year-
old executed in Texas for murder to the 58-year-old
female executed in California for murder. The
median age of the 47 prisoners was 28 years, a drop
%OGT the 31.2 median age for the 42 executed in

ELAPSED TIME FROM FIRST SENTENCE OF DEATH |

TO EXECUTION

Elapsed time—the period between the first impo-
sition of the death sentence for the instant offense
and the day of execution—ranged from 1 month for
a robbery offender in Texas to 7 years, 1 month and
20 days for a murderer exeerted in Illinois. The
median elapsed time was 20.5 .ionths which is 4.8
months longer than the 16.2 mo .ths recorded in 1961.

Among the prisoners executed in 1962, only 6
(13 percent) of the 47 were received that year. Four-
teen (30 percent) were received in 1961, 15 (32
percent) were received in 1960, 8 (17 percent) were
received in 1959, 8 (6 percent) in 1958 and 1 (2
percent) in 1955.

There are many reasons for the wide range in
elapsed time between the first sentence to death and
execution. Appeals which in a few States are auto-
matic following the sentence of the court are made
at all levels of the State courts as well as the Federal
courts. These together with judicial and executive
orders which grant short or long stays or reprieves
account for the variation in elapsed time periods.

>

FPRISONERS SENTENCED TO DEATH IN 1962

During calendar year 1962, a total of 99 prisoners
received death sentences, 37 less than were reported
in 1961. Of the 99, 86 (87 percent) were convicted
for murder, 11 (11 percent) for rape and 1 (1
percent) each for armed robbery and assault com-
mitted by a life prisoner. All were males, excepting
one female convicted of murder in Florida.

At calendar year’s end, 87 (88 percent) were still
under the sentence of death, 6 (6 percent) had been
executed and 6 (6 percent) had their cases disposed
of by means other than execution—3 were commuted
to life, 2 were granted new trials and 1 had his
sentence reversed by the Circuit Court of Appeals.

PRISONERS UNDER SENTENCE OF DEATH AT
CLOSE OF 1962

At the beginning of 1962, there were 273 prisoners
under sentence of death. By including the 99 received
from court during the year, the grand total of pris-
oners under sentence of death sometime during the

At e e

FIGURE A.~<MOVEMENT OF PRISCNERG UKDER SENTENCE OF DEATH BY OFFENSR: 10&2

Reparted Executed Otkor disvesition not resulting in Boported undey sontence
under Rzeedved exeeuticn ¥ of death 1.-31-6
Offense centancae Srom Yooy
of death court
on during Present Raceedved Commutations Treas, to Otlier Tatal Frior
1-1-62 1362 1-1-62 in 1864z [CH] wental hespdt=l (v} w2 | years
.

Totalemmmammaan 273 99 by [ 27 i 7 267 Br 18
Murders=reeasemnme- 21k 86 37 L3 16 3 L =16 ki f 13
Rapea-—e- 52 .o 3 1 11 1 1 6 E 37
Robbery=wes & 1 - 1 - - 2 - - -
Kidnoping--: 3 - - - - - - 3 - 2
Aseault by life

Prisonerer—canmveeann 1 1 1 - - - - 1 1 -
PUrglory--ses-eemeecnam——n 1 - - - 1 - 1

* Six prisoners received in 1962 - 5 for murder and 1 for rape. Three were commtted to 14fe {fncludes the repist), two were granted new trisls and

one had hic sontence reverced by the Circuit Court of Appzals.

(a) Scventeen commted to 1ife, one committed 4n 1953 commited to 199 years, three comnttted in 1959 commited to 20 years, Tive committed n 1960 - 4
commited to 9% years and one to 80 years, one committed in 196L commited to 99 years.

() als of t,

year was 372. Of these 372, 47 were executed during
the year and 58 cases were disposed of by means
other than execution, leaving a total of 267 awaiting
execution at year’s end. Thus, there were six less
prisoners awaiting execution at the end of 1962 than
at year’s end 1961 since 99 were received and 105
were disposed of during the year.

Of the 267 awaiting execution at year's end, 216
were ‘“under sentence of death” for murder, 46 for
rape, 3 for kidnapping (1 Federal and 2 from New
Hampshire), 1 for assault by a life prisoner (Cali-
fornia), and 1 for burglary (Alabama).

Over half (52 percent) of the prisoners awaiting
execution were distributed among five States—Flori-
da had 38 awaiting, California had 385, Louisiana
had 27, Maryland had 22 and New York had 18.

The age of those awaiting execution ranged from
a 16-year-old committed for murder in Florida to a
Bl-year-old murderer in New Jersey. One 17-year-
old murderer was awaiting in Georgia, one 18-year-
old murderer in Florida, and four 19-year-old mur-
derers—one each in Arkansas, Kansas, New Jersey
and South Carolina.

The longest period of elapsed time recorded for
those awaiting execution was 9 years, 10 months
and 4 days for two prisoners committed for aggra-
vated rape in Louisiana. Elapsed time is figured
from date of sentence to 12-31-62. The median
elapsed time for the total group was 16.7 months.

OTHER DISPOSITION NOT RESULTING
IN EXECUTION :

There were 58 prisoners disposed of by means
other than execution in 1962. This indicates that 23
percent more “other dispositions” occurred than
executions in 1962. Of these 58, 27 had their sent-
ences commuted-—17 to life, 1 to 199 years, 5 to
99 years, 1 to 80 years and 3 to 20 years. Four of the
59 were committed or transferred to mental hospitals
and, of the remaining 27, 26 had their death sentence
reversed or vacated by the courts (many were
retried and resentenced) and 1 committed suicide.

Of this group, 43 (74 percent) had been sentenced
for murder, 13 (22 percent) had been sentenced for
rape and 2 (8 percent) had been sentenced for armed
robbery. The elapsed time from sentence of death
to disposition ranged from 27 days for a rapist
commuted to life in Texas to 9 years, 1 month and
13 days for a murderer commuted to 199 years in
Illinois. The median elapsed time for the group was
16.8 months.

MILITARY EXECUTIONS

Excluded from this report are executions carried
out by the armed forces. For the 33 year period,

g and grants for new trisls. Alco includes une recedved in 1959 who comitied suicide.

1930 through 1962, the Army (including Air Force)
carried out 160 executions, 148 of these during the
period 1942-1950, three each in 1954, 1955 and 1957
and one each in 1958, 1959 and 1961. Of the 160
executions, 106 were for murder (including 21 in-
volving rape), 58 were for rape and 1 was for
desertion. The Navy has carried out no executions
since 1849,

FIGURE B,--COMPARISON OF PRISONERS EXECUTED IN 1962, DISPOSED OF BY
OTHER MEANS IN 1962 AND UNDER CENTENCE OF DEATH DECIMBER 31, 1562

(Figures in pareatheccs show number of females included)
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ABLE 3.-~PRISONERS EXECUTED UNDER €IVIL AUTHORITY IN THE UNITED STATES, BY RACE AND OFFENSE: 1930 T0 196
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TABLE 2,--PRISONERS EXECUTED UNDER CIVIL AUTHORITY IN THE UNITED STATES,
BY AGE, RACE, OFFENSE, AND STATE: 1962
(The figuree in parentheses shov the ineluded executions for rape. All
utheras were for mmrder excspt one robbery with firearms (R) in Texas and
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TABLE 3.-PRISONERS EXECUTED UNDER CIVIL sUTHORITY IN THx UNITED STATES,
BY STATE: 1930 TO 1962 .

(Methed of Execution in 1962: k-Electrocution,G-Lethal Gas,H-Hanging,
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- ! (s) Ina few dtatey because of automatic agpeals, as well as appeals by the defendant, prisoners sentenced to death arc not immediately transforred to the place of exeqatio
(a) " jimorican Indlandajs {(n} “Burglary. ] H Therafore, the number of prissners under sentence of dexth danuary 1, 1962 1n highop than recarded at the close of 1961, ¥ F FauLons
{v) Bsplonage, (1) In prior reports Kentucky was errongously reported to have executed 1 female, H (b) includs . tad wit ole o . .
(c) Doath Lt 11legal ducd, " tod . Jained in Tabl footnote (b) Alabe Includes 1 female previously counted s a male . neludes prisaners repor with appeals or atier judicial or exccutive action ponding, Lxeludes prisoners granted new trials, . .
penalty dllegal durdng entire perlod, except as explained in Table 3, footnote . ami, 10! e 2 ¥ @ . 1 fe) w1l comruted to 1ife with the follawing excoptionss Il1inois - 1 commuted to 199 ysars; South Carolima - 1 commuted to 80 years; Georgda « 3 commuted to 20 yeara;
(d} ) Chinese, 1.Filipino, 1 American Indian, {3} Japanase. Tennessee - § commited to 99 years,
(})) th:mnrlcan lndian, 1 #ligino. (k) 1 american Indian}: 1 Cninis:. (d) Eeversals of judgrent or vacated sentences, Also includes grants for new trials,
u Deatzu:;nélw 1legad: South Dukota, 1930-1938; Kansas, 1930-193%; and Delaware beginning ((ang ﬁ;ﬂﬁ?iésgﬁfﬁmh:eda%ayniﬂ’saﬁeﬁ“mﬂ ﬂﬁaggﬁtence : (f-) Kidnaping and murder, .
3 B =134 . A ena ! san . N
PRl AT Gy e o ’ i ' () alaska and Hawaii when tercitories abolished eapital punishment in 1957. (f) Death penalty illegal as indicated (XX), except that Michipan and North Daketa prescrive the death penalty for treason; North Dakota also permits the death penslty

for first-teprov mirder committed by a prisoner serving a Life sentenge for firat-degroe murder; and fhode Island makes the death penalty mandatory for murder
conmitted by a prisuner gerving a life sentehce.

() Death sentence relnstated December 18, 1961, B .

(L) Soictde,

As States Alaska and Hawail are included in this series begining Jamary 1, 1960.
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