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'PREFACE , ' 

This report, one in the series on Capital Punishment published as 

part of the National Prisoner Statistics (NPS) program, provides infor

mation on prisoners under sentence of death during calendar year 1974. 

The total nUmber of such prisoners is presented on a national, regional, 

and State basis both for t.he beginning of the Y~/e..r and for the end. 

Inmates are differentiated by age, sex, race , marital status, level of 

educa'c.ional attainment, legal status at the time of arrest, offense for 

which sentenced, and duration of stay on death row. The report also 

gives data on the number of new death sentences meted out and on the \ 

number of sentences disposed of by means other than execution. It also 

includes information showing trends in executions during the period from 

19301',0 -:"'967, t,ne year of the most recent execution in the United Sta~es, 

and d~ta on developments affecting the status of capital punishment laws 
-: ~ J ',.-' ; 

during 1974. 

Two changes in format initiated in the report covering the years 

1971-72, carried over into the 1973 study, also have been incorporated 

in thi~ report. First, the various types of transactions resulting in 

the removal of the death sentence-including commutation, r:'resentencing, 

grantijjg of new trial, and reversal of' judgment-are combined into a 
,,' 

single category. Second, the official count of inmates under sentence 

of death now includes escapees, persons returned to the court's for 

further adjudication, and inmates transferred from death row to such 

noncor,rectional institutions ao mental hospitals. 

Based on a voluntary reportfug system, the NPS program was instituted 

to collect and interpr,et data on ~r~~ates of .~tate and Federal ,correctional 

institutions. The program was initiated by the Bureau of the Census in 

1926 and was tr'ansferred to the BUreau of Prisons in 1950 and~ to the Law 

Enforcement Assis·t,ance Administra~ion (LEAA) in 1971.. Since}L972,the 

Bu.reau of the G,ensu8, "acting as collecting agent, for LEAA ~ h~s had 
, " ~ 

r,esponsibility for compiling the "relevant statistical data.,,:; 
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GENERAL FINDINGS 

As of yearend 1974, there were 254 prisoners under sentence of 

death in the United States-an increase of about 61 percent over the 158 
persons on death row a year earlier.1 This sharp upturn was in oontrast 

to steep deolin1es in the death row population recorded for the years 

1972 and 1973. During 1974, 151 persons received the capital penalty, 

52 persons were removed from death sentence status, and another 3 died 

while in that status. All person/? ~;~maining on death row at yearend 

1974 were under the jurisdiction ot StaGe correctional authoritiesr there 

having been no inmates under sentence of death in Federal prisons at any , 
time during the year. One prisoner, being held under sentenoe of death 

by District of Columbia authorities at the beginning of 1974, was 

relieved of the penalty prior to December 31. 
The marked growth during 1974 in the number of prisoners sentenced 

to death resulted both from a rise over the previous year in the number 

of capital penalties imposed and a decline from earlier years in the 

proportion of death row inmates who had the penalty removed. The number 

of death sentences meted out in 1974 was the largest'in any year since 

at least 1961, more than 3 times the number handed down iry 1973, and 

more than twice the number for 1972. On the other hand, the number of 

death row inmates who underwent senten<?e changes was the lowest, recorded 

since 1966. 
Subsequent to the U.S. Supreme Court ruling in the ca$~ of Furman 

v. Georgia, June 29, 1972, to the effect that 'the death penalty, as 

imposed up to that time, constituted "cruel and unusual punishment" in 

violation of the Eighth Amendment to the Constitution of the United 

States, many States began to revise their death penalty statutes in an 

1The yearend 1973 total of 158 reflects a revision from the figure 
aPl?e9X'ing in Capital Punishment 1973, NPS Bulletin SD-NPS-CP ..... 2, March 
1975, to exclude five prisoners incorrectly reported on death row and 
to include one prisoner erroneously excluded from the count. 

1 
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effort to comply \-d.th the finding of the Oourt.Also ~ most St~tes P!?liS an 

to review death sentence's handed down be;fore the .E!Jrman decision. During 

the last half of 1972 a11d most o~ 1973 , the status of large numbers of 

prisoners sentenced to death wa~""81tered as a result of' those reviews • 

Except in a, few states, where modification in death penalty statutes 

'l'laS made soon after the Furman decision, relatively few death sentences 

were meted out during the period. 

By 1974, the process of reviewing pre-Furman death sentences had 

been largely completed and the impact of changes in' death sentence status 

had been reduced. Moreover, by the end of 1974, more than half the states 

had enacted revised death penalty statutes; as a result f more states were 

meting out death penalties-iS Sta'~es having handed down death penalties 

during 1974, as compared to 7 states in 1973. 
At the beginning of 1974, 18 States anc1.the District of Oolumbia 

held prisoners under sentence of dSB:,th, whereas 32 States held no such 

prisoners. By the end of that year, 23 States h~ at least one death 

row inmate. During 1974t the number of prisoners b~ing held for execution 

increased in 15 States, including 7 \,lhich had nlld no such prisoners at 

the start of the year. 'rhe number of persons under sentence of death 

declined in 11 jurisdictions, including 3 (Alabama, 'the District of 

Oolumbia~ and New York) in which the number was reduced to zero. 

Regionally, the South2 held the largest proportion of death row inmates 

in the country, accounting for somewhat over two-thirds of the Nation's 

prisoners condemned to capital punishment. TNelve of the 17 southern, 

jurisdictions had prisoners on death row compared to 2 of the 9 States 

in the Northeast region v 4 of the 12 Stat.es in the North Cerrt.ral region', 

..And 5 of the 13 States in the \,lest~ Among individual states, North 

Carolina, ,.dth 65 persons on death row, had the largest number of prisoners 

a'l>18iting execution at the end of '1.974 and alone accounted for 0"1/'61' one

fourth of the total. It was followed by Florida, with 36 prisoners, and 

Oalifornia, with 22. Oomblned, these three States ,accounted for almost 

half the total death row popUlation in the United Stateso 

2See map, p .. 12, and table 2, p. lS, for definition nf regional boundaries., 

----~ --------' --'----------
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PRISONERS UNDER SENTENCE OF DEATH 

As of yearend 1974, the t~ical death row inmate was a 27 year-old 

male high school dropout who had been sentenced to death for murder 

approximately 10 months earlier. Blacks accounted for slightly more 

than 51 percent of all prisoners under sentence of death. Except for 

seven members ?f other races (American Indians and Orientals), the 

remainder were whites. 

The medi~ age of prisoners under sentence of death at yearend 1974 
was 27 years, several years younger than that for previous years. The 

youngest inmate of death row was 15 years olCit and, t~e oldest t 73" The 

median age varied only slightly by region, ranging:, from a low of 26 ~ 
the South to a high of 31 in the North Oentral S{~t-es. By State, the 

lowest median age, 23 years, was found in Oklahoma and New Mexico t and 

the highest, 33 years, in utah.' 

As in past years; males predominated overwhelmingly on death row. 

,. At the end of 197h, three women, one in Georgia and two in North o arolina , 

were under sentence of death. Only one woman (one of the two in North 

Carolina) was sentenced during the year. Another woman in Georgia, under 

sentence of death at the beginning of 1974, was relieved 'Qf that sentence 

by year's end. 

Blacks historically have made up a proportion of the death row popu

lation in excess of their represent~tion in the national population. At 

the close of 1974, they comprised slightly more than half the total. On 

a regional basis, blacks accounted for the highest proportion (67 percent) 

of those under sentence of death in the North OentralStates.'rhis is in 

contrast to the general pattern of previous years, when the proportion of 

blacks among death row prisoners was highest in the So\~th. The lowest 

proportion of blacks on death row was found in the I'lest (30 percent), 

followed by the South (55 percent), and the Northeast (61 percent).. When 

considered in relation to the proportion of blacks in the regional popu

lation, black overrepresentation on death row was less pronounced in the 

South than in each of the otheJ.' three regions. 
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:tn;t\wmaM.ou on 'the lovol o:C educfft,,1onal. a:c'tatnmenb (Xli 'the 'c,:lme 0;(' 

fi\'et, ilnpl'iaonmenli for a oapitnl oi'i'enee WOD Qb'tHJlnod ;('or 229 of ·th~ 2~h, 

pr:t6e.ll1el'~1 on dea:bh row, Of the 229. 79 peroe:n:c hmi completed 'cho e:tgh'ch 
grado, 26 pel'oent hed oomplcl'bod high sohool, mld 5 pC:}l,ioenc hao, some 003.1080 

'braming. These fig\wea indic~ce th{l.t death row inmU'cos had l;\ much lower 
lowl of eduQU'bion than the male civllian populaM.on age 1$ and over Cbhe 
most 1 Nn'ly compal.~able group), among \'lhom a6 percentl hoo. comple'ced -bhe 
~ishth grade and 55 percH,m'b had a high school diploma. Overall, bla.ol<:6 

4 

on dtw:th .;y'IOW had a ~9m~~~ho.'ch;I,Slu}1l ed.\Wllt1mlIik1. j.eve~ .. thnn wh1te!;j~ Vn1~uleM 
69 peroenli Qf, '~he wh;l.'t~§ 1100 (H.lnple'liec;\ eishth sr{Hl~ @Jlli 2~ ;po;)?cent l1Qd 
gradugb~d 1':J:l00l }li,~h I'lGhool, the Qm'l'f.Hl]?pm;1;i,l1S f.iB1tl?t'W ;t.'O~1 tll.ackB we);'€! as 
~m4 2'7 § ;J:;n gontrt\t;l'~, l1o\>mver, 6 pGX'Qtmt Qf wl1~;tef,1 ruxl. ;;) pe:t'oen~ Qf, bl~M.}l'fJ 
h{;\Q f)c;:rnft g(iUC1~~ t;ra.in;!,n~* . 

J\ml;mg 'Iiht'l 247 j,l'lInAtJ(:'J§ fop t'lhOOl ~>llfQ:rmfltion \vIJJ~ ~@.:thtJ:rtlii !)onot1Pu1ne 

·thGW mm~;ita.l, fttfl'CU~ 6t '~he 'b;tme of ;1,llll,:rt't,',I'lQfUnent:., ,~~ ptJv(,mnt hgd rwver 
heon mt+t\I."I;L~Kt, ,~? l,:)~r()m1'~ Wtn~~ m'-\lN;lJ,tl'h :1// per(,H:ul!j W@l"§ c;U,vwnl,1Q. or §6!Hl"" 

v.o;tftd, ~nd.s pf.rcH'lnb WGJ,lfl wldowtJd, T.hf1(;1ft ;t'~,gU.J;'fl§ f1nQw thfl'b pl"l/,JCin§~I~' on 

d~At.11 l'PW we:t'{1 mUQh mQt't;) lj.l<el;y -to hlive n6V~1l }:)e~m mnw;r1ed, gr '~Q have bfjen' 
d.iVOl.lr.f,K'l o~ S§p~j;1flt§d, tkwn 'the;i,l,1 ammteJ?pAvlHl ;I,ll 'Ii AlIt) c~N:t.1.1t},n PQp1il6ti.Qrt 
gli lm"l~(;3~ llffione '~he mtil.~ o;tv1l1an poplil.CAt;t(m o'BI'l U! M4 Plrl;H? in th~ 
~ftneX't;W. :pqpl:Q.lX~iQn, on1,1 20 PfJ:rg§n~ 116.4 neVt.JJ;1 b@en mromj,f;ld. mid !i pera~nt 
WeJ;l(:} d:I,VPN:H,7(~ or ElepWA'~fl!i~ UI.agli: ;l,nmatt1~ we:r~ move l;1.1{t?'l.y liho.n wht1i§ 

Qn~fl 'co nf:'lV'~l" hAY!;} P~fl~ m~:rrtt1d1 t:,hfl ~rrQJ;)91?~;j,on bG;1.l}8 M;J t:)0~lQGn~ @Jl 

oc()lpal?ftd 11Q 3? pt1J;1(Jf.ln~ f,oJ? ~vh:j;~t16~ 

Of 214 d~a'llh l;IOW pJ;!~,f,i'ma:t'fl f,or WhOOl lt1~fll ~1~tl.tu~ tva.~ :rt1VOX't,od, 24 
l~erof;'ln~ hO.dlJef1n \md§r '~Ihe jlW.i~di~tJ1tm g;f, ~Hm:tTt OP. ggr:r6':r~j,0nQ,l ltuthor .... 

itj"e~ at thft t:i,rne ct: f.Wrgtlt tv}:' C;t':('§l1fH:H'l l~ading tg ·thf? {J~pj,tal l'H1nt~math 

Of '~hOt1flf 26 hlJ,Q bt'Hm on par,o,1.€l, j,O \'far.G gm~w,pf1d. convigifl, /9 weJJt1 in 

p:rif.wn, l;l.:nd 6 W(j~'ft Qn ptlt.;ilntt1oxh Thi1 remlt.ininR :t63 prif,WneVt1 had noll 
lJeon und.cx' oour,~ o:t' Q01~rfJo'bj.onal, j'I.W;1~fJd.1.t}~1 .... tmtJ (,I,'t '~ho tA,I!!O nfl ! iJ. IV' 'tI-b at':r e fh} ~ 

DEATH SENTENCES IMPOSED ! 

DeAth Geni~Cilnflo6 were ~.mpo~ed IjU 3,~1 ~)~~:rl3on§ (,inX'ing 1974~ Of. the total, 
:l;2r or 87 pe:t'e~ntt. WoX'~ ;CoX' ml;WO,e:rj 17, oX' 1.1 p01;'cgn~, w01?eto}J rape, 9ne -
wae ;Cor lmrglo.;rYl and. one waf.! !'oJ? t,J..t'llOn~ 7?wCl fJ~e:~es-~roX"lih OOJ?olina with, 

'+6 oe:n:lienQotl pOJ.:'!;JomJ arId JlLoridt~ w;f:th 24P-{w cQunb ed, :foX' J.wp..!O~'6)ent oJ: tho 
'~ocol./, mao.l~s amJ wh;1..'li0e Q?loh o.ccountod tOJ;~ 4,$ peroen'i~ o;f:~hoge reoe1v1n8 
dOlXbh'tlOl'J.'CenOef.l. T.he X'cmainina si:x: perIi1Ql1,s" .incl1.'lding tho cmlywomun 
/J<1mbenoed dur:i.ng 'tho ;roar, W~.tl0 memooX't3 01: ot,h@r :t;'()'ces. 

Persons comm~;li'f,ed to dearbh X'(J,I{ O,t..witlg 1971" were, on the D.Velu),ze, 

yo1.l.Pg, aJ,mol.'3'li ~l~ :P@l'c@n:b having 'been unci.eX' 25 yo/ws of age. Ho,"rev(;}X'f, 11 

-- -------------------.------------~-~-----:.;;.-------...------,-----:.........,~--------_._-



persons age 40 and ov~r received the death penalty~ Approximately 8 ' 

percent of those sentenced hadcanpleted t/he ';:4ghth grade, and 27 percent 

had finished high school. In contrast to the sitllation that pr,evailed 

in 1973, whi't,es :who received death sentences in 1.974 generally' had a 

higher educational level than their black counterparts. Whereas the 

proportions of blacks and whites with grade school educations were 

equivalent, sane 31 percent of whites had ccmpleted high school, canpared 

to 24 percent of blacks. Similarly, 8 percent of Hhites had attended 

college, canpared to only 1. percent of blacks. . 

Of the 147 newly canmitted inma:tes for whanmarital status was 

available, 46 percent had never been. married" .34 percent were married, 

18 percent were divorced or separated, and 2 percent were widO";'Jed. macks 

were more likely than whites never to ha:ve'oeen m8.l;'ried. Among persons 

for whom prearrest legal status.was Im01'm, .30 out of 124 sentenced to 

death during 1974 had been under the jurisdiction of court or correc~iona1 

authorities, 15 having been on parole, 8 escaped fran prison, 5 in prison, 

and 2 on probation. Tl;1e remaining 94 persons were not under legal custody 

or supervision at the"time of arrest. 

DISPOSITIONS FROM THE DEATH PENALTY 

A total of 52 death rOW inmates experienced sentence changes during 

1974, mostly as bhe result of cominutations, resentencings, reversals.C)f 

judgment, or grants for new trials. An additional three died while under 

sentence for murder. Among those who received dispositions fram the 

death penalty, most were white. Forty-nine of the inmates whose status 

underwent change had been sentenced for murder, and three had been. sentenced 

for one of three offenses-rapew lddnapingf and burglary,. The median age 

of those removed fram under sentence of death during 1974 was 33 years, 

compared to 27 yeal'S during 1973. The median length of time sp~~t on death 

row by this group was 55 months,the highest such figure since a~;~lI..east 
1961. Of the total of 55 inmates who either e1.'-perienced status changes or 

died during 1974, more than half had spent over 4 years on death row. 
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EXECUTIONS 

The year 1974 was the seventh in a/row during which there were no 
. '.' .' - ;. " .~, - . ". 

executions of prisoners Under sentence of death in~the United States. 

The last such exec'lition took place in Oolorado on June 2,)967. During 

the period 1930-67, 3,859 persons were executed under ci~i1 jurisdiction--

3,826 by State authorities and 33 by the Federal Government .. 3 Of the 

total executed~ 3 t 334, or 86 percent, had been convicted of murder; 455, 

or 12 percent, had been sentenced for rape; and the remainder had l)(~en 

found guilty of such offenses as r()bbery. kidnaping, burglary, sabotage, 

aggravated assaultp and espionage.' 

Some three-fifths of the executions in the United Si:,ates during' 

1930-67 were carried out in the Sout.h, as shown below.rEhe largest single 

Total 

Federal 

State 

Northeast 

North Oentral 

South 

lOafo 

}?~% 
9'rr/o 

~~ 1~ 
.,;' 

number of executions (366) took place in Georgia1 followed by New York 

(329). Three other States--Oalifornia, North Oarolina, and Texas--each 

carried out more. than 200 executions during the 1930-67 period. 
, 

Over the 38-year period, blacks accounted for 54 percent of those 

executed, t~hites for 45 percent, and members of other races for 1 percent. 

The proportion of executions involving blacks varied significantly from, 

year to year~ Blacks made up some 72 percent of all those executed in 

,the §outh during 1930-67; corresponding proportions ·for the Northeast, 
\"':)\;~~\~~~, . .. , 

3])uring this period, i:,he u.S. Army (including the Air Force) carried 
out 160 executions--148;:in 1942-50; 3 each in 1954, 1955, and 1957; and 
1 each in 1958, 1959, Brig 1961. Of the total, 106 \iere for murder 
(including 21 involving~j3.pe), 53 were fOl' rape, and 1 for desertion. 
The U.S. Navy has executecl' no one since 1849. ' 
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· Nertb Central Regicn, anOo 'bbe West were 29 percent, ;36 perc~nt, ~d :1.6 
percenc, respectively. Tbe imbal~ce in tbe propertion o.f executions 
invelving blacks was mest preneunced with respect to' :r~pe. Whereas 
blac~s a.cccunted. fcr L~9 J?ercent ef tbose exec1.tted ror mu.rder c;l:uring 
19;30-67 (6..Il.d 44. perc.ent cf 'bhoseexecu'bed fOr "ethe~'" offenses), they 
made up 89 percent of tbose p~b 'be death for rape. In 9 of the years 
during tbe 19;3()..67 peried, blacl<s constituted aJ.1 of those execubed foX' 
ra.pe, and cnly in ;3 yeEP:'S did the prcporticn fall belOW $0 perc6nb. With 

the excepticn ef seven execu:t;.iol1.s in MifH30uri, all exec1>.tions of blacks 

fer rape tocl~ place in the Scuth. 
Of 'bbe tctal cf 42 executicns invelving members of races c'cbar than 

wbite !md blac1<:, 19 cencerned American Indians; 13, FUipinos; a, Chinese, 
and 2, Japanese. Exoerrb for two. Amer:to$l1. Indi$l1.s execU:bed fer rape, all 
~,a~r;"beencenvicted ef murder. DUX'ixlg 19:30 ... 67 t a te'cal ef 32 wcmen vlere 
executed, including 2 wbQ were put to. death by Federal civi.1. autbcrities. 

STATUS OF OEATH PENAL:TY LAWS 

By yearend 197/+t 28 S'bates had enacted revised dea.th penalty s·tatutes 

that prcvided the cour'bs with autberity to. invcke the death penaJ:by fcr a 

limi'bed number of orimes, usuaJJ.y specifi.c types of murder, rape~ or 
'creaSOb ]>..1) additienal 13 jurisdictions (12 States and the Pistrio:G'9,f 
Cclumbia) had death penalty statutel? predl;l:bing the !'urman, decisien of' ',;.: 

June 29, 1972, althcugh ccurts in at least three cf 'these jurisdictions 
(Kentucky, M EP:'yl and , and Misseuri) had decla:red the existing leg:i,sle.tion 
unconstituticnal in. light of tbe Furman decision. 'rhe l"emaininglO S'bates 

~ad no stJatutcry provisicns fer capital punishment. 'rbe Federal Cr:i..ininaJ.. 
Oede ccntains death penalty statutes predating the lUl'mJID decisicn; in 

.addibiQn, an anti..,hijacking act passed in 1974 prevides fc1' th0\\capital 
punishment cf individuals fcund gullty cf' aircraft piracy resulting in. ' 

death. 
Revis~d capital punishment statutes have been designed to cQmply 

1't:ithin the U.S. Supreme Oourt ruling to. tbe effect tha:b, under tbe old 
laws, the death penalty tended to be impcsed in an arbitrary and capricieus 
mCU1.'l:ler, inccnsistent 1'tdtb the Eighth Amendment prohibition against IIcJ:'uel 

and unusual p1.mishrnent, I, T1l6 revised statutes reflect. the geal cf 
eliminatil'lg the discreticnary, it' net discrimine.tc;ry, applic atien of the 
dea'eh. pflnaJ:by by requiring thl;l:b it be mandatcry fo:t.' persons found guiJ.ty 
of' committing cer'cain crimes~ Specit'ically defined types 0.1' murder, 
SUCh. as 'the kUling of' a law eni'o;roement offiCial, murder by e. prisoner 
serv:tng a lii'~ sentence, murder fer pecuniary gain, and murder during 
the perpet:rat:J.on cf a felony I?l'e inclUded ameng tbo relevant effenses. 
Some S'ca'bes continue ,\:,0. autbe:rize the del;l:bh penalty for premeditated 
mUl,"~er, fer rape, and, more rarely, for 'crea,son~ In addition to' s'cipu.

latlng in de'cl;l,:l.l 'the 'types of offenses requ:i.ring the dea:bh pena:Lty, many 
0.1' the revised stl;l:butes alSo. make impesition 0.1' ca.pital punishment cc;m:bin

gen~ upcn 'the e:x::Lstence ef at least one aggravating c:i.;rcumsi;.ance and no 
mic:J.ga:bing circumstances to 'the crime. These c:i.;rcurnstancef;l, ;vsx·yd..ng 
acocrding 'bc jurisdicrbion, I?l'e spelJ.ed out separa:tely in the statutes 
and l.U:"e generally weighed by 'the jury or judge at separate senbence . 

bearings. 
In additicn to the revised laws1 pre"'Eurman statutes in seve:r.al 

states prcvide mandatory death penalties foX' oertain types of murder, in 
the manner of scme ot 'the newly enacted ones. In Maeeachusetts for 
example, the law prQvides fer a mandatory deatb penaJ.ty f.6r mur~er in 

~Cnjunc'bicn wibh 'the commis$icn cf rape; in Virginia, the death penalty 
~s mandatcry for the murdeJ;~ of a cerrectional institutien employee by an 
l.l1ma:betherecf. In each of tbose States, the death penalty was impQsed 
under these s'catutes in the aftermath cf tbe ff,ux'men decision. Further 
co~t tests are pending as to. tbe cens'c1'tuM.enality cf existing capital 
p1.ll1l.shment sta:t:.'Utes,:whe'tbe:r pre-Furman or revised. 
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METHODOLOGY 

This report is based upon information for 1974 provided by correc

tional authorities in the 59 States and tne District of Columbia in 

response to a mail canvass ,:;and upon historical data appearing in previous 

~eports in the Capital Punishment series • 
. " .. 

In the mail canvass ,,'each jurisdiction was asked to complete a form 

for each prisoner under sentence of death during 1974, providing infor-, 
mationon such characteristics as sex, race, date of birth, offense for 

which sentenced, legaJ. status at time of arrest, marital status and 

educational attainment at time of imprisonment, da~e of first sentence 

to deat,h, and status as of December 31, 1974. Included in the count were 

condemned persons in States granting principal jurisdiction to the county 

of conviction if 5uchpersons had at anytime en'cered a State correctional 

facility. Excluded were prisoners under sentence of death who remained 

within local correctional systems pending exhaustion of the appellate 

process or who for other reasons had not been committ·ed to prison at the 

time of the canvass.. If a capital sentence.,was imposed for more than 

one offense, only the most serious was ta1~ied, although secondary 

offenses were footnoted. l-lultiple counts >~f the saine offense were 

treated as a sll'1g1e offense. Incomplete data, as well as l..t'1J.'ormation 

inconsistent with earlier years, were augmented or clarified through 

telephone followups to the mail canvass. The final response rate was 

100 percent. 
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CHART 1. 

CD 

PRISONERS UNDER SENTENCE OF DEATH: DECEMBER31 J 1974 

CD 
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~ 1to5 ~ 

CD 

CD 

CD 

~ 6to '15 

om 16and over 
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CHART 2. PRISONERS EXECUTED UNDER CIVIL AUTHORITY INTHE UNITEDST ATES: 1930-74 

legend 

NO. OF PRISONERS EXECUTED 
00 ~26t050 

m 1 to 25 ~ 51 to 75 

.76 to 100 

II 101 and over 

NOTE: Excludes 33 Federal executions carried out in the United States during the period covared . 
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Ta.ble1. Prisoners executed under civil authoritY1n the., United States.,·_ 
by race., offense, and year: 1930 ... 74 

-(1'or ~ :1.930--59 ~~ ~ .a:x1l!a:>rz11. """!l¢ for t.bree Yederol execut:Ums. h.Al.a!!ka' 1939. 1948. 3.950) 

.IJ.l. offenses ~ ll=e Dthn- orten!!e~ 
" 

Iea:- ~Otal 
--

lIll1tt1- BlilCk ~ 'IoUl. lfait.<l JJlacl< Other ':ilr.-...L "".1te """.::.~l1t:k ot..."""" .~ 1I1x!:t.e Black 

All. years 3.g~ 1,751 2.066 1{J. 3.334 1,661,. 1.63G lIJ 455 1;B .,lJY.J 2 70 39 31 

Percent lOCI.O 45.1;, 53S 1.1 lOO.O .49.9 JJl.9 1.2 100.0 10.6 89.0 0.4 100.0 55.'1 1;1..3 

1974 0 f} 0 0 0 0 {) 0 0 0 0 {) () '0 0 
1973 {} (l l) " 0 (; {) 0 0 Q 0 .0 0 0 (I 

1972 0, (I 1) () 0 ¢ Q 0 1) -P Q '0 0 0 P 
].W 0 0 0 D (I i) 0 0 0 "'.l:J 0 0 Q 0 0 
1'}70 0 0 (I 0 0 1) 0 0 G Go 0 0 '0 0 0 

"';'> 

1969 0 c 0 0 0 0 () () 0, .... (I C .{} 0 D 0 
1968 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 (I 0 Q {) .0 0 

... 19ffJ 2 1 1 0 ;< :1 1 0 0 0 0 Q Q 0 0 

'" 1966 1 1 0 0 :;. 1 () 0 0 0 0 0 {) () 0 
1965 'I £, 3. 0 7 (, 1 0 0 {) 0 0 0 0 ~ 
1964- 15 a 7 0 '] 5 4 0 6 :3 J 0 0 0 {) 

1%3 21 13 Il: 0 18 12 b 0 2 0 2 cO 1 1 0 
1962 47 2a 19 0 41 26 15 0 If .2 .2 0 2 0 2 
1961 42 20 22 (.\ 33 18 15 0 g 1 '( 0 1 1 0 
1960 56 21 35 Q .44 18 26 £) 8 () 8 0 -\ 3 1 

1959 49 16 :;l3 " 41 15 26 0 g 1 'J 0 0 0 0 
1958 49 20 28 1 41 20 20 1 7 {) '1 0 ;1. 0 1. 
1957 ~5 34 31 0 54 32 22 0 10 2 8 0 ). D '1 
1956 65 21 43 1 52 20 31,. :1 12 0 12 1) 1 1 0 
1955 76 JJ. 32 0 65 41 2I.', . 0 '1 1 (, 0 4 .2 2 
1954 81 38 42 2 71 37 "~ 3.3"' 2 '] 1 8 0 1 1} 1 
1953 62 :30 31 1 51 25 25 1 'I 1 6 0 4 4 0 
2952 83 36 47 0 71 35 36 ~ ',·12 2 U 0 () 0 0 

. 1951 205 57 41 :1 87 55. J2 1- 17 .2 15 0 1 0 1 
,.;.,>".'1950 1!2 1Il J,2 'I) 6S 3<, 32 0 13 4 9 0 1 0 1 

... t...:i-:"· ~"~ --"'~ --~ 

~~~ " 

Table 1. Prisoners executed under civil authority in the'United StatesJ 

by race., offense/and year: 1930-74-continued 
(1'ar years 293O-?9 exclndes ~ aDd 1Ia:I<m except. for t.hree Feder;ll ~ :in ~ 1939, 2948. 1950) 

J.ll offenses l!m'der !moe ether offenseS'-
Tear ... 'lihite ElBck Qt.b<,r -.rotaJ. lildte Bl.at:k Qtber '!fatal. libite meek Ot.ber ""Totol i!lI!.t.e Black 

1949 ll9 50 ffl .2 117/ 49 56 2 10 {) 10 0 2 1 2 
2948 119 35- 1!2 :2 95 32 61 .2 22 1 21 ~ .2 2 0 
1947 25,3 ~ III 0 129 1Il 89 0 2:3 .2 21 {) :l {l 1-
1946 231 B4 2 117/ 45 61 2 22 0 22 0 2 1 :l 
2945 J2.7 43- 75 1 90 37 52 1 26 4 22 0 2 0 2 
19/4 '120 47 70 3 96 45 48 .3 24 2 22 cO 0 0 0 
1943 1,31 54 '14 3 ' ll8 54 ,63 1 23 () U .2 0 () 0 
1944 '47 67 00 0 115 57 58 0 25 4 21 {l '7 (, 1-... 1941 12:3 59 63 2 102 55 J.6 1 20 4 :l6 0 2 0 1 

-.1 2940 l24 I}) 75 0 105 ~ 61 {) 25 :2 13 {) .4 3 2 

1939 l60 ro 71 3 245 "]9 63 3 12 {} 12 0 .3 1- 2 
1938 190 96 92 2 154 89 63 .2 25 ,2 24- 0 II 6 -5 
293T 147 69 74 4, 233 67 62 4 13 2 II 0 2 () 2 
2936 295 '12 Wl .2 l8l 86 9.3 .2 1Q 2 a () 4 .4 0 
1935 299 ll9 71 .3 l&. US 66 J 13 :2 :ll 0 2 2 0 
1934 168 b5 202 1 2!il. b4 89 1 :l4 1 13 0 0 () 0 
2933 160 71 Sl 2 151 75 74 2 ,7 1 6 () 2- 1 l 
2932 llIJ 62 15 .3 :l2a 62 63 ,3 W 0 10 0 .2 ,0 2 
1931 153 71 72 4 1')7 16 51 4 15 1 lI. 0 2 0 . 1 
1930 255 90 65 0 147 90 S'l. 0 6 0 {, 00 .2 0 2 

'1:tnc:hl4es 25 .SI'lZ!<id nibbery, 20 kitlnapiDg, :ll ~. (, sabotage, 6 aggravated ssss:l1t, and 2 ~", 

" 

,t 
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Table 2. Prisoners executed under civil authority in the United StatesJ by State and year: 1930-74 

I 1'~ an:1St.a".e Total 1974- 1973 1972 1971 1970 1965-69 1960-&. 1955-59 1950-54 194H9 1940-44 1935-39 1930-34 
I Un1ted.s+"r"" •. 3.859 {} 0 0 0 0 10 181 304 413 639 645 891 716 

Federal. 33 {} 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 6 6 7 9 1 
~!;:l1, State 3,1)26 0 0 0 0 0 10 180 301 4fIl 633 638 8S2 715 

lfmo-tbeast. 60s (;J 0 0 0 0 0 17 51 ;6 74 110 145 155 
}'..a:\:le xx = xx xx xx "'" xx xx xx xx = xx :xx :xx 
Kev.l!""l?"hire 1 ·0 0 (j 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 
v~t 4 {} 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 0 1 
H~""l:nsetts 27 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 6 11 7 1lhC<!e :ralDl>! J) 0 0 0 0 D 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ... Com!.e~ 21 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 5 0 ; 5 3 2 

'" li'tIif l'oxir 329 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 25 27 36 78 73 80 
:!rev Jers"T 74 xx XI< :x>: 0 0 0 3 9 8 8 6 16 24 
~1yanie 152 0 0 {} 0 {} 0 3 12 19 21 15 41 41 

:!iQgth Central. 4!1J 0 0 0 0 0 5 16 16 42 64 42 113 105 
Oldo 172 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 12 20 36 15 39 .43 
l11diana 41 0 0 {} 0 0 0 1 {} 2 5 2 20 11 
:J:'..:l1Ilois 90 0 0 0 0 0 J) 2 1 8 5 13 2T 34 ID.ehigB:l 0 xx :xx xx xx xx xx 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1t1.~ xx xx xx xx. xx xx =: "" "" xx :xx :xx xx xx 
~a xx xx xx xx "" := Xx xx. xx :xx :xx = :xx :xx 
Iowa 18 ;XX := :xx xx xx xx 2 0 1 .4 3 7 1 
1".:iss0\lti. 62 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 2 5 9 6 20 16 
North Dakcta 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Sotl.tb Dakcta 1. 0 0 {} 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 =: xx 
Jlebraska .4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1. 1 2 0 0 0 
Xsnsas 15 0 J) 0 0 0 4 1 0 5 2 3 0 := 

• ~~~-~.~.----=--~ --.~ 

.-

Table 2. Prisoners executed under civil authority in the ;United States, by State and year: 1930-74-continued 

.. ; liegion and State Total. 1974- 1973 1972 1971 1970 1965-69 1960-61. 1955-59 1950-54 194H9 1940-44 1935-39 1930-34 

Sotl.tli 2,306 J) 0 0 0 0 2 102 183 244- 419 413 524 419 
Delaware 12 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 6 2 
lIaryl8Ild 68 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 4 2 19 26 10 6 
District of Columbia 1,0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 13 3 5 15 
Vjrginia 92 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 8 15 22 13 20 8 
West Vir~a 1,0 xx. xx. == :xx :xx xx. 0 4- 5 9 2 10 10 
North CarOlina 263 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 5 14 62 50 .80 51 
Sotl.tb Carolina 162 0 0 0 0 0 0 S 10 16 29 32 30 37 
Georgia 366 0 0 0 0 0 0 14- 34 51 72 r:~- 73 64 .... "">, 
Florida 170 0 ·0· J) 0 0 0 12 27 22 2T ~:: 29 15 
Kento.ckT 103 0 0 0 0 0 0 1. S 8 15 19 34- 18 
Tennessee 93 0 0 0 0 0 " 1 7 1. 18 19 .31 16 
Alabama 135 0 0 0 0 0 1 .4- 6 14- 21 29 41 19 
l!ississippi 154 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 21 15 26 34 22 26 

.... Arkansas 118 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 7 11 18 20 33 20 

'" 'Louisiana 133 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 13 14- 23 24 19 .39 
OJc1aboma 60 0 0 0 0 0 1 5 .3 4- 7 6 9 25 texas iW 53 0 0 0 0 0 29 25 49 36 38 72 48 

TII~B1; 5<-'9 0 0 {) 0 0 .3 45 51 65 76 73 100 96 
lfontana 6 0 0 0 --'5 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1+ 1 
Idsbo 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 
1iytmd.ng 7 0 0 0 0 0 1. 0 0 0 0 2 1 .3 
Colorado 47 0 0 0 0 0 1 5 2 1 7 6 9 16 
lfev Mexico 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1. 2 2 0 0 • 2 
Arizona .38 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 6 2 3 6 10 7 
utah 13 0 0 0 0 0 0 1. 4 . 2 1 3 2 0 
Nevada -. 29 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 9 5 5 .3 5 
YasJrl.n&ton 47 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 4 7 9 13 10 
Oreg® 19 :xx :xx :xx "'" = xx. l. 0 .4 6 6 1 1. 
California 292 0 =: xx 0 0 1 29 35 39 45 35 57 51 
A1.~ :xx ;xx :xx xx. xx = = := 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ba:l!aii.'- xx: = xx: =: xx >if :xx := 0 0 0 {} 0 0 

JiOTl>: xx ai8nifies tbJlt the ·death penal.ty was ;iUegal.. ' 
1A1.aska 8Dd Hawaii are included. in series beg1lming Januazy I, 1960, except. ror tbree Federal. executions in Alaska. 

.~" ~~o~-J 



Table 3. Prisoners exe{:uted under civil authority in the United States, by offense, race, and State: 1930-74 

Other off, 
All. offens!!s l!'.urder ~ Total Armed robbeoz ~t!p1ng 

-I)tbe 
1legion and St;.ta !GtaI White Blaclt Qt~r 70tal White Black O'"..h<>r Tot6l 'White B1.ack ' OJ;ber 70tal ;n,;.te Rlack ilh:!.ta Black ;n,;.te &8i:k 

l]!lited. StateIJ 3,959 1,751 2,066 I.2 3,334 1,664 1,630 40 455 I.8 405 2 70 39 31 6 19 m 13 12 
Percent 100.0 fl6.4 11.8 1.a 

Federal- 33 2fl 3 2 15 10 3 " 2 0 0 16 16 0 2 0 6 8 0 
Total--State 3,8"..6 1,723 2,:'J63 40 3.,319 1,654 1,627 3fl 45:f. 46 405 2 54 23 31 4 19 14 5 12 

IlOrtheaBt 608 4Z4 1.77 7 606 1,22- 177 7 0 0 -0 0 " 2 0 0 0 2 0 0 
l'.$e xx XX xx xx .xx XX xx :0< Xl< = = .xx :xz xx = :xx xx :xx = XII; 
New l!!i!l:p:lbire 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 Q 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Vet"!!!mt I. 4 0 0 4 4 0 0 " 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Q ~ 

Kassachusetts 27 25 2 0 27 25 .2 0 0 0 (j 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
~ I!!iode Island 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

_ Connecticut 21 18 3 0 21 lfl 3 0 C 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
New. York 329 234 90 5 327 232 90 5 0 0 0 0 2 2 0 0 0 2 0 0 
Heli Jersey- 74 47 25 2 74 47 25 2 0 'Q 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
PeDIll1Y 1 VBIJil,. 152 95 57 0 152 95 57 0 0 " 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

North Centrsl lP3 257 :w. :2 393 254 137 2 10 3 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Oh:!.o 172- 104 ffl 1 1'T'! 104 67 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Indill.oa 41 31 10 0 41 31 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
llllltois 90 59 31 0 90 59 31 0 ;t 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
l!1cldgan" 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ,_,0" 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Wisconsin" 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
}fumesote xx "" xx -xx "'" "'" :xx xx: xx xx xx: xx xx xx xx xx xx xx = xx 
Iowa" lfl lfl 0 0 lfl lfl 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Misoour:t 62 29 33 0 52 ?J) 26 0 10 3 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
North Dakota 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
South Damta" 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 Ii 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
~ebraska 4 :3 0 1 4 3 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
KanBas" 15 12 .3 0 15 12 3 {} 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Table 3. Prisoners executed under civi I authority ,~n ~the. United States, 

by offense, race, and State: 1930-74-continued 

other of~"'!nses 
III oj~l'enses < l!urder ~ Total Armed robbe!:l: Kirlnap1l".g other'-

aegion and State Total "JIh:!.te lU.ack Other Total White Black ·Other 70tal Jlh:!.te lU.ack other ~r<l Whl.~..e Rlack !!;lUte Black White VJiIteBiack 

South 2,306 637 1,659 10 1,824 585 1,231 8 443 43 398 2 39 9 30 4 'J.9 5 0 11 
Ilel.awars" i2 5 ''7 0 8 4 4 0 J,. 1 3 0 0 ') 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Maryland 68 13 55 0 44- 7 37 0 24· 6 18 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
District of Co1Ul1lbia 40 3 37 0 }7 .3 34 0 3 0 3 0 " 0 0 0 0 0 0 '0 
Virginia 92 17 '.15 0 71 17 54- 0 21 0 21 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Weat Virg:Ir.ia" 40 31 "l 0 36 2fl 8 0 1 0 0 3. ~~ 0 c' 0 3 0 0 
North Carolina 263 59 199 5 207 55 149 3 I{i 4 z.~ 2 9 C 9 0 0 0 0 9 
South Carolina 162 35 l2'7 0 1m 30 90 0 42- 5 37 0 0 0 0 fJ 0 0 a 0 
{leorgi .. 366 68 2S8 0 299 65 2j.'o,. 0 61 3 58 0 6 0 6 0 6 0 0 0 
Florida 170 5': 113 0 133 55 78 0 36 1 35 0 1 1 0 U (j 1 0 0 
Xentuc!<y lt3 51 52 0 as 47 41 0 10 1 9 0 5 3 2 3 2 0 C 0 
Tennessee 93 27 66 0 66 22 44 0 27 5 22 0 0 0 0 0 C 0 0 0 
Alabama 135 2fl 107 0 106 26 80 0 :!Z 2 20 0 7 0 1 0 5 0 0 2 

, Mississippi 154 30 l24 0 130 30 ,100 .. .. 0 21 0 21 0 3 0 3 0 3 0 0 0 .., Ark"PDas llfl 27 90 1 "99 25 73 1 19 2 17 (\ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ... Louisiana 133 30 103 0 116 30 66 0 17 0 17 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
OJdahoma 60 42- 15 3 51., 40 11 3 4 0 4 I), 2 2 0 1 0 1 0 0 

, Texas 297 114 lfl2 1 210 101 108 1 84 13 71 0 3 0 3 0 3 0 0 0 

,\leG!. 509 405 8J 21 496 393 sa 21 0 0 0 0 13 12 1 0 0 7 5 l. 
llontana 6 4 2 0 6 4 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ;) 0 0 0 0 0 
Idahd, - 3 3 () 0 3 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 i.: 0 
lIyomillg 7 6 1 0 77 6 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 Q 0 0 <> U> 0 0 
Colorado 47 41 5 1 47 41 5 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 'j 0 0 0 
Net: Hex:l.eo 8 6 2. 0 8 6 2. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

_Arizona 3a 2fl 10 0 38 2fl 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Utah 13 13 0 0 13 13 0 0 0 0 0 q 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 .0 
Hevilda 29 27 2 0 29 27 2 0 0 0 ~ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Wash:!.ogtun 47 40 5 2 46 39 5 2 0 0 ~ 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 
Oregon" 19 16 3 0 19 16 3 0 0 0 ;) 0 I) t: " 0 0 0 0 0 
CaJ.i.fo.-nia 292 221 53 18 280 210 52 lfl 0 0 0 0 12 II l ~ 0 6 5 1 
Alaska" 0 0 0 0 0 0' .. ,''0, 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 V 0 0 Q .0 0 
Hawaii3 0 0 v,~ • .::,:~9,;",;-~~::.::R.',,~ ~ ~- ~'~-=--~~R:~,:: _'·_r ~~ ,~~L.:::/i) 0 0 () 0 0 0 0 ::> 0 0- ';1 0 0 

:.:..~ ----,---
NOm. lt1t. signll'ies that tbe death penalty ~~lii;:.~~.~~~';\~<:P\"erM by this '\. aSee Table 24 for periods during which death pl<lBlty li8" _~crr.ect. 

As'States. . i;sble. . ... _ .:~~ ~;:_ -~~.:;::; :;:,\~~~~;;:~:~1~~~~~~:~:~~~-%;;~Q~ 3AlaEka and Hawaii abolished capital pmisment in 19J.i, "!'en. territories. 
1In this category, the 8 Federal executi"liii:;~' .ror-Ssb;;li:iii'e;1(,~;g~~l;~e (2). The 9, Alaska and Hawaii are inclU>i,,<! in the series beginDing ilru;r;;>try 1. ',960. 

, ;n;ecutLons in North Carolina and the 2. in,~~~).i>::>, !i;;;':~"\S1:.~.:t,In CaJ.i.fm-§ia, the 6 
executions were for aggravated assaul:t c~~~~r~f~~~':f):!er a 1i:re 5ent~e. 

~·~-.:~,~,:~~~-~,t " 

~~-"::;:. 
'~ 

... --... '-y'" ~"'--, ,,,-,.~..,.~.-~,,,.~..,...-.;.,.,, ~""~~'W~'''''-'~'----:'0 .---~.~.,..._ ...... _ ~ ..... _"'-_,-._ ............ _~ .. _~"~'-~ .. ~, _ .~-_ ... :~...;;:,.,. ,~-~f 
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Table 4. Mpy¢mentof prisoners under sentence of death:'1961-74 

Jinmber Q: prisoners 1'1l4 1973 1972- 1'1l1 

Una.",. sentence of death, Jannm:]' 1 

Bece1ved death sentence during ~ 

Other' adIlIissi0n!5
4 

1.15B 

151 

() 

{) 

2)29 620 3&:rl 

'Executed during year.:;;:; '; ',' " ' 
',' Median tjme elapsed:~'sentencing 

to execution (1n..ant.bs) 

other dispositions" 
Median -time .elapsed from sentenciDg 
to ktlsposition {1n mcmths)6 

Under .sentence ot death, llecembez' 31 
MediBn time elapsed from sentenc1ng 
to December 31 (1n mcmths) 

() 

55 

55 
254 

10 

J?l 
30 
() 

:0 
239 
"" 
"4 
162 

3B 

75 lO4-
0 11 

() 0 

() n 
365 lO2 

47 52 
330 620 

37 J,D 

'TOtal fer 1-1-74 ... as revised from that. reported 1n CaPital lmJisbnent 1973, liPS Ballet.1n 
SJJ-!I!'S-{:P-2, M~lI 1975, to exclnde one, prisoner 1n Al.ab""a, two:in Arizcna, .an<i one 1n 
Florida who weri~ectly ""ported(~ awaiting exeClltion on 12-.31-73. In ~..!ln, the 
figure 1nclndes one prisoner :in Massactlttiie:tts ldJo was 1ncorrectly exc:hlded fr= the count of 
those awaiting execution on '12-31-73, 17~t :it exclndes another Massacmsetts prisoner who );as 
1nC:orrect.ly re;x>rled as al<siting exeClltion on 12-.31-7.3 but )led actnally her,,:relieved of the 
death sentence 1n September, 1972. 

"TOtal tor :1-1-73 was revised from that, repOrted :in 'Canital lmJisbnent 1971-'72, liPS 
,llu11etin ~-1, Decemher 1'1l4, to inclnde <>ne 'prisoner :in Caliibrn:ia -who vas 
incorrectly reported ,as al<sit:inge.xecutinn an 12-.31-72 • 

"Total for 1.-1-71 ,was revised fram that reported 1n liPS Bulletin No. J.6, Angnst. 1'1l1, i.? 

.. ~' '.h.;.: .~ 

1970 

524 
JZl 

33 

0 

1) 

'16 

54 
£J:i8 

'5l 

1969 1965 19!'~ 1966 1965 1961. 1963 1962 1961 

479 434 415 351 J22 298 26s 266 219 

'1l lO2 85 118 B6 106 9J 10.3 u.o 
JJ 20 5 () );1. 3 7 7 () 

0 C 2 1 7 15 z. 47 J?l 

0 0 {) () 16 Zl 16 Zl 16 

85 77 b9 53 (.-? 70 49 61 51 

:;6 33 43- 32, JJ 24 22 17 19 

524 479 434- 415 351 J22 298 26a 266 

39 33 28.9 29.:5 31 ",,27 24 17 14 

exclude tv.:> ~""" 1n 'Florida, ane 1n I.ouisi2Ila" and .mi~,1n '=rgia who ~ incorrecUy 
reported as a.id~"""cution an 12-30-'70 .an<i to 1ncJ.ude,=e prisoner 1n I.ouisidnal!!1d two 
1n l'ennsylnnia who ..... "\:mcorrect1y "",cJ.uded Irom the~ <".runt 'nI thnse al<sitinge.xecution <>n 
12-30-70. ..,.... ,: 

"IncJ.udes prisoners sent""",'1i 1n prerlo!ls years l7".d. reported late ro the liPS program, as 
well as' ptisnners retnrned to death TOW after prY.Iiousl.y belng repor'-..ed as either ,escaped 
ar transferred to a:mental hospital. J' 

"IncJ.udes camntations, resentenciDgs, ~asalsJ grants for new tr'.J!ls, other fo=s nI 
release from the death sentence, a:nd deat> .. "r,other than executions. 

6Pr'-<lr to 1968, 1nclndes those ptiso,:\,,.ts who ..ere not reported ro the liPS program 1lIltil. 
the follol<ing year. 

./ 

TableS. 
~~. " , . 

Movementof$Ilsonersundersentenceofdeath.1 by offense and race: calendar year 1974 
~~~ 

Jlispositicns 
Reported :wxier death 
s~ =,12-31-74 

Reported lmier sent= Rem:7vad fioo", death Year reeeived 
Offense of death on 1-1-74 Eat:ei.ve<l i".ra3. C01Irt othera~ "l.'ot.a2 senteo:e .statuS" Illio:i !eta]. 1'1l4 Frlor yesrs 

'l'otal United SCates 3158 In () ~ 52 3 :.54 150 104 
lihite 75 72 0 JJ.7' 29 2 116 71 45 
Black; B1 73 -0 1:54- 22 1 131 73 58 
other 2 6 () 8 J. () 7 6 J. 

Iilrdtir -4142 .... 61.32 0 5'''2:/4 49 .3 :5,"222 4.,:5131 "91 
1ihi:te 69 '""67 0 -4136 28 2 "'106 466 IjD 
Flack 47J. s6D 0 ~,.S~31 2J J. "·"no 560 "'50 
other 2 5 ° 7 1 .0 <> 5 1 

Rape '713 J.7 () 730 1 {) "29 11 712 
lihite "t. '4 .0 78 0 0 7.8 4, "4 
BlaCk 9 12 0 21 1 () 20 12 8 
other 0 1. {) l. 0 .() 1 1 0 

Kidilaping 1 () 0 1 J. 0 0 1) 0 
lihite J. 0 {) 1 1 .0 1) 0 ,0 
Black 0 () -0 0 0 0 0 ,0 0 

A"""un;'~ life prlsoner 1 0 0 1 0 () 1 Q 1 
.1ihite 1. 0 0 1 () () 1 (I 1 
Black '0 0 0 0 0 0 .0 () 0 

'alrglary 1 1 0 ;0 1 0 1 ::I () 

lihite () 0 0 0 - () 0 0 0 () 

BlaCk _ 1 1 U 2 1. 0 1 1 0 I' 

ArsOn 0 J. '0 1 0 0 1 1 {) 

White 0 ,<t- O 1 () 1) 1 1 '0 
mack () .::-' "0 0 a - ~:-' 0 () 0 0 
other 0 U? 0 0 () .0 ,0 0 () 

.. Inclndes prisoners sen't-!!nced 1n previous years tut reporUd late to the liPS "",gran, as 3See 'fab1.e 4, j't:lO'i;!lote. 1. 
well as prisoners retnrned to dea'-..h row after previous:ty hei!;g reported as eithe=- escaped or ..... 4In!::1ndes one mrrder!r;,:pe. 
:transferred to a mental. hospital. . ' , , sIn-::lDdes three 1i1W:der/ arsans. 

'-Includes Ccm:mltn~. resentencings~ ,reversaJ.s., ~'ror nell :trials, mX1 otl::.e:!" f'o.rhis '.O:t. "ThcJ.udes 'two murdcr!rspes. 
re1.ease from the death sent.enee. ' "'IncJ.udes ane rape~. 
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Table 6. 

'. : )!eg1on and state 

l1nited States 

Hortheasl> 
. J!a1ne' 

Hew lIBmp.hire 
Vermont 
l{"".~husetts 
Rhode Island 
Connecticut 
Hel<York 
H,"" Jersey 
l'enns11vania 

Hortb Central 
o.hio 
Indiana 
minnia 
.llicbigan 
Wisconsin 
Minnesota 
10_ 
Missoild , 
North Dskota /~ 
SOutb Dskota ~. 
Hebraika 
Kansas 

SOuth 
.Delaware 
J!aryland 
DistriCt 0': Columbia 

,~~.: .... ,-

MovementofprisonersundersentenceofdeathJ by race and State: calendar year 1974 

l!epoP,ted under sentence c! 
deaf.h 1-1-14 _ f..eceived frOm court 
To~al White Black Other Total White Black Other 

"-1,58 

34 
xx 
o 
o 

25 
o 
o 
2 

xx 
7 

18 
o 
5 

11 
xx 
xx 
:xx 
xx 

2 
o 
o 
o 
o 

71 
0. 
4 
1 

75 81 

14 20 
xx :xx 

0. 0. 
0. 0 

10 15 
o 0. 

g:':,;;~l 
xx = 
4 3 

13 5 
0. 0 
3 2 
9 2 

xx n 
xx = 
xx· xx 
xx xx: 

1 1 
0. 0. 
o 0. 
0. 0. 
0. 0 

25 45 
o 0. 
o 4 
o 1 

2 

o 
151 

1 

72 

0. 

73 
1 

6 

o 
xx xx JOt xx. xx 

0. 0 g~:~,~.~:::g":' ;: .g ... () 0. 
o 1. {i'.... 1 0. 

.'·r; 0 0. 
:;fg~!:~!·~'~l::.. g '0. 0. 0. 

0. 0 0. 

"" o 
o 
o 
0. 
0. 

= 
., ... ~' 

:xx 

= o 
0. 
0. 
0. 
0. 

1 
o 
o 
o 

xx xx 
0. 0. 

6 0. 
5· .:0. 

'3'·i~~;~' 
~ "" = xx 

"'" xx 
0. 
0. 
o.. 
o 
o 

114 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
xx: 

0. 
0. 
0. 
0. 
o 

51 
0. 
0. 
() 

xx xx 
0. 0 
.6 0 
5 0. 
1 0 
0. 0. 

= 
xx 
= = o 

0. 
0. 
o 
0. 

58 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
xx 
xx 
xx 
o 
0. 
0. 
o 
o 
5 
o 
0. 
0. 

other !!dmfSsfopg' .... 
Total White Black 

o 
o 

= o 
0. 
0. 
o 
0. 
0. 

xx 
0. 

o 
0. 
o 
o 
= xx 
xx 
= 

0. 
0. 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

o 
o 

xx 
:·0' 

o 
o 
o 
o 
0. 

= 0. 

o 
0. c' 

,::g:' 
XlC 

= 
Xl< 
xx 

0. 
o 
0. 
o 
0. 

o 
0. 
o 
o 

0. 

o 
"" 0. 
o 
o 
o 
0. 
o 

=: 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

:xx 
xx 

"" xx 
0. 
o 
o 
o 
0. 

o 
o 
0. 
o 

DisoositiDns 
Total . \ihl.'te "Black other 

55' 
12 
Xl< 

0. 
o 
'1 

00 
o 
2 

Xl< 
l-

12. 
0. 
4 
7 

xx 
xx 
xx: 
xx: 

1 
0. 
o 
o 
o 

12 
o 
1. 
1 

:·33-
'5 

""" o 
o 
.5 
o 
o 
o 

xx 
o 
9 
o 
2. 
(, 

= xx 
= =: 

1. 
o 
o 
0. 
o 
4 
o 
o 
o 

23 

7 
xx 

0. 
o 
4 
o 
0. 
2. 

xx 
1. 

3 
0. 
2 
1 

:xx 
xx 
xx 
xx 
o 
0. 
0. 
o 
0. 

8 
0. 
1 
1 

1 

0. 
xx 

0. 
0. 
0. 
0. 
o 
o 

xx 
0. 
0. 
0. 
0. 
o 

XX 
xx 
Xl< 
xx 

0. 
0. 
o 
0. 
0. 

0. 
0. 
0. 
0. 

1le~ .undersentenca c! 
death:-Qil::l2-:Jl-7J...· . 
Tot!i1: ,;hite· mack . Ot.her 

2>4 
ZJ 
n 

0. 
o 

17 
o 
0' 
o 

xx 
6 

12 
5 
2. 
4 

xx: 
'xx 

xx 
xx 

1 
o 
o 
o 
o 

173 
o 
3 
o 

116 

9 

"" o 
o 
5 
o 
o 
o 

:xx 
4 
4 
0. 
1 
3 
= 
xx 

= lee 
0. 
0. 
o 
0. 
P 

72. 
0. 
o 
o 

131 

14 
XI< 
o 
0. 

12. 
o 
o 
0. 

xx 
2. 

e 
5 
1 
1 

xx 
xx 
xx 
xx 

1 
P 
o 
0. 
o 

95 
o 
3 
0. 

7 
0. 

"" o 
0. 
o 
o 
0. 
o 

xx 
0. 

o 
0. 
o 
o 

XlC 
XlC 
xx 
= 

0. 
0. 
0. 
0. 
0. 

6 
0. 
0. 
0. 

r_':;..~;Jt::;.;. ___ ~~, , :".....; ,:""1tw;;:::::;t J ; ........ tM @ c;r:wa. ~ 
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Table 6. Movement of prisoners under sentence of death, by race and State: 
calendar year 1974-continued 

RegiOn and State 

Virginia 
Wesl> Virginia 
Hortb' Carolina 
SOuth C8rOlina 
Georgia 
Florida 
Kentucky 
Tennessee 
Alabama 
Mississippi 
Arkansas 
Louisiana 
Oklshol!ta 
TeJC3S 

West 
Kontllna 
Idaho' 
Wyoming 
Colorado· 
New Mexico 
Arizona 
Utah 
Ney~ 

WeshL-lgton 
Oregon 
Calffornia 
Alaska 
Bawaii 

1leported under sentence of 
death 1-1-74 
Total White Black Other 

3 
xx 
22 
o 

10 
13 
5 
0. 
1 
1 
0. 

11 
o 
0. 

35 
0. 
0. 
o 
o 
0. 
1 
4 
o 
o 

=' 
30' 

.:,)iX .", xx 

2. 1 0 
xx .:xx xx 

6 15 1 
o 0 {) 
730 
5" s 0. 
320 
000. 
0. 1 0. 
0. 1 0 
00.0 
2 9 0. 
0. 0. 0. 
00.0. 

23 n 1 
0. 0 0 
o 0. 0 
000 
o 0. 0 
o 0. . 0. 
100. 
4 0. 0 
0. 0. 0. 

:;'c:j;,> ...• ~ .. 
18 n{' 
xx xx: xx 
.xx . xx xx, 

P..eeeived from court 
Total White Black Other 

1 
Xl( 

46 
o 

12 
24 
o 
1 
o 
3 
1 
8 
8 

10 

30 
0. 
o 
I, 
o 
7 
8 
2 
o 
0. 

xx 
9 

-= 
,JOt 

o 
xx: 
16 
o 
8 

13 
o 
1 
o 
0. 
1 
0. 
5" 
7 

21 
\) 

o 
2 
o 
7 
5 
0. 
o 
o 

xx 
7. 

.;or, 
JOt 

1 
xx: 
26 

0. 
4 

11 
o 
0. 
o 
3 
0. 
8 
2 
3 
8 
o 
o 
2 
0. 
0. 
3 
2 
o 
o 

xx 
1 

:0::', 
xx 

o 
xx: 
4 
o 
o 
0. 
0. 
o 
o 
o 
o 
0. 
1 
o 
1 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
0. 
0. 
o 
o 

xx 
1 

:xx 
xx: 

ID'lEo xx signifies that the death penalty was ilJ.egal during the entire year. 
15ee Table 5", footnote 1. 
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"500 Table 4. footnote 1. ..... 

, ., 

Qtbe.r edorl.pBionl 
Total White Black 

o 
xx 
o 
o 
o 
0. 
o 
o 
0. 
0. 
0. 
0. 
o 
0. 

o 
o 
o 
o 
0. 
o 
o 
0. 
o 
0. 

xx 
o 

xx 
xx 

o 
xx 
o 
o 
0. 
o 
o 
0. 
0. 
o 
0. 
0. 
0. 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
0. 
o 
o 

xx 
o 

xx 
:xx 

Q 
xx 
o 
o 
o 
o 
0. 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
0. 
0. 

o 
0. 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
0. 

xx 
0. 

xx 
:xx 

'.",---:;,:- '-'--".~: -~y,~co-~....,. 

Di""".i tions 
Total White Black Other 

o 
xx 
3 
o 

'2 
1 
1 
o 
1 
1 
0. 
o 
o 
1 

19 
0. 
o 
0. 
0. 
o 
1 
1 
0. 
o 

xx 
17 
xx 
xx 

o 
xx 

1 
o 
2 
0. 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
1 

13 
o 
0. 
0. 
o 
o 
1 
1. 
0. 
o 

x:< 
rio 
xx 
xx 

o 
xx 

2 
o 
0. 
1 
1 
0. 
1 
1 
o 
0. 
o 
0. 

5 
0. 
0. 
o 
0. 
0. 
o 
o 
0. 
o 

xx 
5" 

xx: 
:xx 

o 
xx 
o 
o 
o 
0. 
o 
0. 
o 
0. 
0. 
o 
o 
o 
1 
o 
0. 
0. 
0. 
0. 
0. 
o 
o 
o 

xx: 
1 

:= 
xx 

-,-~"--",-,,,:-->-,,;;,,,,,,,~,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,~"",,,,~ .• ,, . ..,. •. -.,.... ...... , .... *~-

Reported under sentence of 
death on 12-31-74 
Total White Black Other 

4 
= 
65 
o 

20 
:36 
4 
1 
0. 
3 
1 

19 
8 
9 

46 
o 
o 
4 
o 
7 
8 
5 
o 
0. 

"'" 22 
xx: 
xx 

2 
Xl< 
21 
o 

13 
18 
3 

. 1 

o 
o 
1 
2 
5 
6 

31 
0. 
o 
2 
o 
7 
? 
;3 
0. 
o 

:= 
14 
xx 
xx 

2 
xx: 
39 

0. 
7 

18 
1 
0. 
o 
3 
0. 

17 
2. 
3 

14 
0. 
0. 
2 
o 
0. 
3 
2. 
o 
o 

:x;.: 
1 

:xx: 
:xx: 
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o 
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0. 

1 
o 
o . 
0' 
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.0. 

'!-<~'(r 
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.I 
I 

I 
I 
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and State" and by age :and State: calendar year 1974 
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Table 7~ Prisoners received from court under senten ce of deathJ by TaceJ Qffense; 
and State, and by age and State:: calendar year '1974-continued:' 
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Table 8. Prisoners received from court under sentence of death} by 
r highest grade of schooling completed, race, ,and ,State: calendar 1974 

~'r,ta.l r,tltg"'ifl 01' 16eo ~\ sr~<ln r! 
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Table 18. Prisoners under sentence of death, by time elapsed since sentencing 

and State: December 31, 1974- continued 

Region and State 

Virginia 
!lest Virginia 
North Carolina 
South Carolina 
Georgia 
Florida 
Kentucky 
Tezmessee 
Alabama 
Mississippi 
Arkansas 
Louisiana 
Oklahoma 
Texas 

West. 
Montana 
Idaho 
Wyoming 
Colorado 
New Mexico 
,Arizona 
Utah • 
Nevada 
!I ashington 
OregoI: 
California 
Alaska 
Hawai:i 

Total. 

4-
xx 
65 
o 

20 
36 
4 
1 
o 
3 
1 

19 
8 
9 

46 
o 
o 
4-
o 
7 
S 
5 
o 
o 

xx 
22 

"'" xx 

Less than 4 

o 
xx 
16 
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2 
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o 
1 
o 
2 
1 
4 
3 
1 

'12 
o 
o 
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5 
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o 
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2, 
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xx 

4-6 

1 

"'" 16 
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4-
o 
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2 
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4-
3 
0-
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xx 
7 

xx 
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o 
xx 
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o 
7 

19 
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() 
o 
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3 
4-
2 
o 
o 
2 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
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xx 
o 

xx 
xx 

NO'lE: JOt si&ni!ies that the death penal.ty was illegal. during the entire year. 
*lfedian not co~ted for fewer than five cases. 
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Elaosed time (in months) 
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Table 19. Prisoners und~r sentence of death, fi by highest grade of schooling completed, 

race, and State ~ n December 31, 1974 
it;It4~~, , , .. ~' 

If -
l{h srode AhY"~9M ~kntMm 

)1 Ilth Rm,tdl1 %h--lHh Ill"WS ; t"'b 6Ut~'d~ or l~" _ ~ stad .. I! TotiiI Otlier ~'otiiI Other Tota! Ot;no1,' • ·~Q\itt totiit &Ii.r 1lIili:'. lick T<>t8I -.lill1to 1ll0,c - Otlior ~.. 1llllck Tobai:W!""b'; mack 1;-tO'--ack &iilM ~ tr,l<HI 11l;:r~ •• ~~ 'fa:al,- • -to mac - ~he,r to mack' 
~""\'OI'i!,*!·ilI'o""""'~~~1 

[1 
" 13 19 1 I!ll ;It! 4<1 ~ 49 19 ~9 1 11 7 4 ~S 14 10 Ullitli<~ tl!;Jlhlf .2S4 116 131 1 26 ill 13 1 ~ 13 ti :t , 0 , Q ~O 4 6 0 4 0 4 t) 1 0 1 0 Q 0 0 X{lt't hli!lj(~ ~ .. 9 14 0 , 3 0 0 ;a 2 0 Q 
)0( )0( )0( )0( )0( .xx xx. xx )0( lClt )0( l!J( l!J( Xl( xx l<l\ l<l\ )0( )0( ~ lilt )e( xx xx .)01 xx )0( Xl( xx xx lOt .xx 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Q 0 0 0 0 Q 0 I) ~·~$Mll" 0 0 Q 0 1) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 :'2- lI,tI!):lr.t. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Q 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 I.l i! 6 0 4 0 4 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 KM_t;:ffrJUtt8 17 5 1~ I) , , 0 0 0 0 0 0 'I 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Q Q 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Q ~11 ,t.htd (} 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 IJ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 CIltll\4l~tlGllt 0 () () 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 II«\t 1'l\t~ C 0 I) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

11 
)0( ltlt xx. )0( xx xx. ltlt xx xx .xx xx l!J( l!J( xx l!J( leX )IX )0( )0( lIIl\I,f$rn1 )0( )0( )0( xx l<l\ )0( xx )0( l<l\ )0( .xx .xx 2 0 2 0 ;) 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ~$'rlvam. 6 1+ It 0 0 0 0 C :I :\ 0 0 It 

II II 0 :! 0 0 (') 0 0 0 0 0 , ) :\ 1 Q 4 :1 0 ~It G'MWI\ 1,2 t. a 0 1 0 1 0 :\ 0 :! 0 
I 1 0 1 0 :\ 0 II 0 0 (I 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 (tI!.O S Q 5 Q 0 0 0 0 ~ 0 II () 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 {) 1 0 1 0 {) 0 0 0 0 0 () Illdt.n.- ).) 1 1 0 0 {) 0 0 0 0 0 0 

It 
2 :1 0 0 1 i 0 0 () 0 0 0 0 {) 0 0 0 () () Ultlleill " 

, 1 0 1 () 1 0 0 0 0 \) 
XX, J()t Xl( l!J( l<l\ XlI J()t lOt l!J( XX, lOt ,<J( XX, Xl( )0( l<l\ xx )0( l<l\ lI1~l1;I.l*ll xx Xl( )0( lOt »t :>PI XX, )0( xx l<l\ Xl( Xl( 
l!J( i<lt i<lt Xl( l<l\ .xx Xl( Xl( l<l\ l« l<l\ Xl( 101 101 XlI; J()t Xl( Xl( lOt ,;(bCOOllll Ji)t lOt J(l( ;';)1- XlI l!J( l<l\ XlI lOt Xl( l<l\ l<l\ )0( 101 101 )0( Xl( l<l\ 101 Xl( l<l\ xx )0( .ltX )0( l« l<l\ xx I lOt Xl( l« mJ\l\<lMU, XlI; Xl( ltX. .ltX lOt )0( xx Xl( ltlt xx l<l\ l« 

i l!J( lOt .xx .ltX Xl( lOt )(:i( l<l\ )0( xx Xl( l<l\ lilt lilt xx l<l\ Xl( )(:i( l<l\ l~a lclt lOt lilt ;c< lilt liX xx l<l\ lOt l<l\ lclt lOt {) 0 0 0 () {) 0 0 1 0 1 {) 0 0 0 0 0 0 () :j' mUbUI'4 1 0 t {) 0 0 0 0 0 0 {) () 

f 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 () 0 0 ! J((Jf~h Ile.k.ot. 0 \l 0 0 {) 0 {) 0 0 0 0 0 0 • 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 () nMI:~. () 0 0 0 0 {) 0 0 0 0 0 0 I 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 () 0 0 0 0 0 0 1., 0 .I6i\ll'kIIU 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 () 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 {) t:aIlJu il Q Q 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 I 6a 27 ;39 :\ 37 16 20 1 7 4 :i .3 0 .3 0 ~l 7 13 1 /)CIIUl 173 '1a 9$ 6 21 Il l~ 1 16 10 , 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Q 0 0 0 0 0 0 lJitIl.lIiiN 0 0 Q 0 () 0 0 {) 0 0 0 0 

Ii 1 0 1 0 0 0 () () 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 () llU)'lmi .3 () :I 0 ). 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 a 0 0 {) 0 0 0 (') 0 0 0 0 0 Dl.4tr!Q~ (Jl' C\J.\\i\ll;.tlt 0 {) 0 0 0 0 0 () 0 {) 0 0 1 0 1 0 2. 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 V'\'i'iI1m~ 4 :! :I 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 . .xx xx l!J( l!J( l!J( xx lilt l<l\ l!J( l<l\ l!J( )0( )0( lOt l!J( l<l\ l!J( )(:i( ltlt Wtn 1iU/lll\l* )0( )0( lOt lilt lOt lOt l<l\ )(:i( l<l\ Xl< )0( .xx 7 :I, 4 1 26. 7 ttl 1 15 ;l 11 1 :a 1 1 0 0 0 () IAA-tb \Jjrlll.ll\l 65 ~l '9 $ 9 :.1 $ 1 6 $ () :t [ 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 !lll\l~)l e.t(\\,~1l1l 0 0 {) 0 0 {) {) 0 {) 0 0 0 1 1 () 0 9 6 3 0 4 i 1 0 0 a 0 0 0 () 0 (k\~·i!:i.l ::0 13 7 0 :) 1 2 0 .3 .2 1 0 S 1 4 0 1~ 6 7 0 10 4 0 1 0 1 () 0 0 0 1'1\)1';\1\_ 36 III 11l 0 5 :) 2 0 2 "- 0 0 0 0 a 0 '). :2 0 0 0 0 0 0 :2 1 1 0 0 0 0 l(~m\l~1Q> Ii :I 1 0 0 0 0 a a 0 0 0 

t 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 {) 0 'follll.I.U 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 a 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Al.\1ItItI., {) 0 {) 0 {) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 {) 0 0 0 1 0 1 a 0 0 {) 0 a t) 0 1 0 1 t) )(1utnl\1P1 " 0 ~ 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1. 0 1 1 () 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 () 0 0 M'~lib.' 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 1 ;3 0 6 0 6 0 :2 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 0 :a 0 ttllll.lilUllI- 19 i( 17 0 , 1 :a 0 :2 0 2 0 'j 
0 0 0 0 4 2 1 1 4 :I 1 0 0 } (') 0 0 0 0 tl<ll!ll(n!. 8 $ a 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 t 1 1, a 0 5 ;I 2 0 2 1 1, 0 l 0 0 0 0 0 T$llllll 9 6 . .) 0 0 0 0 -0 0 0 0 0 
(, :\ 0 6 5 1 0 6 :I ;3 0 :3 !l 0 112 II, 7 1 

i 
4 1I.&~ ~6 31 :1.4 1 1 1 0 0 II 1 1 0 0 0 a 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 .0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 WIlIl\iIIl. 0 0 0 {) ~ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 a 0 0 0 ·0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Xii .. b;> 0 0 0 a 0 0 0 a {) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 :l 1 1 0 1 1 '0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ~JiI1l11l 1\ a :\ 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 II 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 C;,\lilrMO 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 t) 0 0 :I ;I 0 0 1 1 0 0 .2 2 0 0 0 0 0 ~Kw~o ? 't 0 t) 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 5 :l :2 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 1, 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 ,Arhooa 8 $ l 0 0 0 0 0 0 Q 0 0 i !' 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 . ;) 1 :a 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Ut~ ;$ ;l :2 0 1 i 0 t) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 a 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 a 0 0 0 lItwtd. 0 0 \) 0 0 0 0 t) 0 0 0 0 0 0 a 0 0 0 0 0 a 0 0 o. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1f.'hm!."\(lI\ 0 0 0 0 a 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 )0( l<l\ xx xx l!J( xx l!J( lilt liX xx l<l\ l<l\ )(:i( l<l\ l<l\ lOt lOt l<l\ xx (\'C'lm :xx xx xx :xx ltlt ltlt lilt .ltX l!J( l!J( l<l\ l<l\ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 22 14 7 1 ~it~h. 1'I~ 14 '1 1 0 0 0 0 0 Q 0 0 I )0( xx xx lOt lOt xx xx lOt l<l\ l<l\ lOt l<l\ lOt :xx xx xx l<l\ :xx xx ,ul\-:::l:" xx xx xx l<l\ xx xx xx :xx )0( lOt ,)0( l!J( 

lOt l!J( lOt l<l\ xx xx xx xx xx .xx .xx xx xx xx )0( leX .xx xx Xl( llllMl xx xx xx l<l\ lilt .xx l<l\ liX xx ;xx Xl( Xl( 

i 
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Table 20. Prisoners under sentence of death" by marital status at time 

~ 

I 
1
'1 , 

1lP~ ...,d State 

United: Sta~1> 

~J-.ea.t 
l(a1ne 
Ji~~bfre 
Ve=nt 
Y.szuchueetts 
IIbc:>ae Ialm!. 
Connecticut 
N.,. Ycrk 
JI~ JBrIl"7 

'" .l'e1lm71Vllllia 

N *"'"' C<!tlt:rat Q!rl.:> 
l'ndiana 
ll.linois 
Kichl&a:l 
i/isccn:Un 
Kfnne:>ota 
Iowa 
It!z!lOUrl. 
l/orth Dakota 
:SlJUth Dakota 
liebraok/1 
g..""ao 

South 
Dela"""e 
Y.ar/land 
Vintric-t or C!>l!Icl>ia 

of imprisonment, race" and State: December 31.1 1974 
T-;;t.a1 

Total- ilziiw ~k Other 

254 116 131 
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llegion and state 

Virginia 
'ile!It..Virginia 
North Cs."'Olina 
South Csrollna 
Geo-rgia 
Elorida: 
Kentucky 
Tennessee 
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~ .toui.siana 
0\tlBbJma. 
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-Alaska 
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Table 20. Prisoners under sentence of death" by marital status at time 
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Table21. Prisoners unders~~!ence of death .. by legal status at time of arrest" 

racej/and State: December 31.1 1974-continued 

Region lll)Il·stata ' 

"lirginia 
lIest-Vir~ 
Ilorth Car<>l:1nIr 
Sout.lt Carolina: 

, ___ , Tctal No" under "ente"".. tin 'C-'"C1:..tkn an """":lIP. , _~ In ~'" "'g~..,f "w ~"'n"" 1l''''''''I; .... 
Total. lIbite lllac!< O'"~ Total. lfidte: '1l1ack otl'.er 'T<>"..a. l>1::LU>' ~ 1'otel. 1I)Ii;;e- mat:'" '!'::~ ,i)Iit<> Bla:k: O'".tel:' 1':::.tal:. jj)Ii;;e- ~ 'lZta:l. 1Il:ite lllacl!; ~.J;e: 
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Table 22. Women executed under r;iviJauthority in the United States~ by year:1 

offense, race" <~nd State: 1930-74 

utt"""" 
'Ielit' 'rohl }I:lrder othf'l"' 

AU'reil:rii> 32 

l~<.tI 1 
19~'" :1 
1<JS$ '" 1 
),9$4- :< 
19" :3 
1«}5'- 1 

'" 194'1, 2 
po. 191;& 1 

194$> 1. 
).9tJ;. :3 
1943 :3 
19~ 1 
194). 1 
19je 2 
19?1 1 

193& 1 
1935 J 
1934 1 
1931. 1 
1m ;;) 

}.On: :ib~r" have bMn .r;(l e;>¢CUtiQIl!! ot: wmen J!1nce 1962. 
\~" one ,ld.cltlspj.ng run om ~vpionat" case (both Ft!deril1). 

sa :<. 
1 0 
1- 0 
1 0 
2 0 
1 :< 
1 0 
:< 0 
1 0 
1 13 
3 13 

:3 0 
1 0 
1 0 
2 0 
1 0 

1 0 
S 0 
1 0 
1 0 
2 0 

(Incl\1:1es State mid z,edt!ral exeeut.icna) 

Race 
l/hita BLlIck State ill lIhich exeeuW 

20 12 

1 (} Cal:U'Qrna 
1 0 AlAb(jOIl 
1 0 Cal:U'<:rnia 
1, 1 (lldo 
J () All!blJ!l!a, Federal (lIisseu>:i lind 1/"" York) 

1 (} New Yor~ 
1 1 Callfornia, South Carolina 
0 1 Pe:-.nsylTtmia 
0 1 (l¢a:-gia 
0 S Mitlainsippi, Ne); y\>rk. North Carol:lna 

'1 2 Sout.t>. ~arolina. l!i"~ssippi. North C~a 
'1 0 I.oui:;iena 
1 13 Cal:U'omia 
:< 0 Illinois, Ohit" 
0 1 Mississippi 

1 0 lie" York 
2 1 Delaware 
1 13 lieW'Yorl( 
1 0 P~sylvan:!.a 
1 1 Arl:Lona. ;AlAbam", 

f"· ", ....... ",..... · ~= i 

Table 23. 

y~ai- Total 

All years ,3 

1963 1 

1')57 2 
1956 1 
1954 1 
1953 4 

'" 
1950 1 

FeQeral executions in the United States, by year, offense, race, 

and State: 1930-74 

Offen3e Race 
Murder KidnB.,mg1. othe? 'r/lrl.te Black American Indian State jn which executed 

15 6 12 28 3 2 

0 1 0 1 0 0 Iowa. 

0 0 '" 
2 0 0 Georgia 

0 1 0 1 0 0 l\:iS,souri 
1 0 0 1 0 0 New York 
0 2 2 4 0 0 Missouri (2). New York (2) 
1 0 0 0 ]. 0 Alaska 

.., 1948 5 :; 0 0 3 2 0 California (3). Alaska (1). Florida (1) 
1 0 0 Wyoming 1945 1 1 0 0 

191.3 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 Tennessee 

1942 6 0 0 6 6 0 0 District ot: Columbia 

1939 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 Alaska, 

1938 5 2 1 2 5 {) 0 Kansas (2). D.linois ~].~, Indiana (1). Micldgan e1} 
1936· :> 2 ]. 0 2 0 1 Indiana (1), Arizona 1. Oklahoma (1) 

1930 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 Kansas 

h'O'l'E: There have been no Federal executicns since 1963. ,2Includes 2 cases ot: rape on a Federal reservation (1957). 2 cllSes ot: {lspionage (1935), 6 ease" 

'Under the :federal kidna.,mg stlltute prier to 1968. the death penalty could be imposed 1£ the ot: sabotage (1942). arA 2 """es of bank robbery' with homicide (1938). 
victim was no\< released unhar.nc<l. In all <lt: the cases :1n, this tAble but the <lOB jn 1936. the 
victim was killed by the kidnaper. 
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TabJe24. Status of death penalty statutes in the United States 

as of December 31., 1974) by jurisdiction 
J~ Status 

CCci=tal p<tt!1shrent provisions! wsi:-'FIl:r:Mn matuteS' 

Federal. Sec'..u.n or the Utlited states Code :relating to death penal,ty tor 

~ 

ArItansas 
C8lltornia 

Connecticut. 
DelBlcare 

P'lorlda 
Georgia 
Idaho 
Illinois 
Inilana 
~ 
Hiaaiesippi 
Montana 
lfebraska 
Nuvade 
new- Hampshire 

lbw !fexico 

Jfew York 

north Carolioa 

Ohio 
Oklahoma 
Pennsylvama 
llbode!81and 

south Carolina 
Tennessee 

c:1rc:rart piraq revised 'l974. All other pre-~ Federal. 
death penal.t7 mat.ute,. unchanged. 
Death pem1ty-~ aboli5hed 1916'" and restored 'l91a. 
Statutes revised 1'...,. JJ,. 197.3. 
statutes ~ed July 24, 197.3. 
Death-""m1ty abol19hed Ye'brllary- 1972 and restored by- referendum 
~-'i'>72. statutes rev.ised Januar,y 1, 1974-
statutes revi!led October I, 197:3. 
Death pem1ty- aboll9hed 1958 and restored 1961. Discretionary
p:rov.isions or the 1961 l.egislation struck down by the state 
Supreme Court November 1. 1972 and rems.ining prorlsions declared 
comrl.:it.utional. statutes rev.ised Marcll 29, 1974. 
Statutes revised December a, 1972. 
statutes rev.ised Marcll 28. 197.3. 
Statutes rev.ised Marcll 17, 197.3. 
Statutes rev.ised November a, 197.3. 
statutes rev.ised Aprll 24, 197.3. 
statutes rev.ised July 2, 197.3. 
statutes rev.ised Aprll 23, 1974-
statutes rev.ised ,January- 1. 1974. 
statutes rev.ised Aprll 21, 197.3. 
statutes rev.ised July I, 1973. 
Pre-Furman statutes declared unconstitutiom1 by- the State 
Supreme-Court. statutes revised April. 15. 1974. 
Death pem1ty- partda1Jy abollshed 1969.3 statutes rev.ised 
March 20, 197.3. 
Death penalty partda1Jy abollshed 1969.4 statutes revised 
September 1, 1974. 
Discretionary provisions of the pre-,Furman statutes struck down 
by the state $lpreme Court January la, 1973 and the remaining 
prov.isions declared comrl.itutiom1. statutes rev.ised 
Aprll a, 1974. 
statutes rev.ised December 22, 1972 and agaio Januar,y I, 1974. 
Statutes rev.ised May 2, 1973. 
statutes rev.ised March 26, 1974. 
Death pem1ty partially abollshed 1852. S statutes rev.ised 
June 26, 1973. 
statutes rev.ised July 2, 1974. 
Death penaJ.ty partially abol:isbed 19156 and restored 1919. 
stat.utes rev.ised May a, 197.3, but decl.ered WlCOnstitut1onaJ. by-
t.he state Supreme Court. statutes rev.ised agam February 1974. 

W'lE. "Legal" signifies that the death penaJ.ty could be :imposed tor murder. 
~In the case of Furman v. Georg1a, Jlme 29, 1972, the u.s. Supreme Court tOWld that, as 

being admioiatered, the dsatb penalty comrl.ituted "cruel and WlUsual punishment" in 
'Violation of the Eighth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. The revised statutes, most 
ot which provide a mamator)' death penalty ror specified types of murder, represent an 
attempt o.i the part or the States to enact capital punishment stetutas thet will ellndnate 
the poas:l1l1llty or arbitrar;r application and thus conCormto the standards set down in the 
lm:!!!Im decision. The constitutionaJ.ity ot such statutes remains to be determined by the 
courts. 

2Death pem1ty retained tor treason. 
3Death pem1t;r retained ror the cr:lme or Jdl.llng a police oUicer or prison or jaU 

g1lard .whUe perrorming his duties, and in cases where the jury recomnends the death 
penalty and the defendant cDlllllits a secord capital telony after t:lme tor due deliberation 
rollewing coamiasion of !irst capital ralony. 

Juri.sdiction Status 

Catrl.W punil!hment. W'Oviaion", t'OO3t-F\!r!w! ;rloiwt ... >. 

T"""s 
Utah 
~ 

SUltute" n.rlsed J1ln8 JJ" 197.3. 
Statutes revised ;July I, 197.3. 
statutes rev.ised. februar;r 24, 1m~ 

CapjJ.al punish;nerit ~u-ovisions t lJre-Furman "tatute~ 

Alabama Death penalty ~egal at t:lme ~ !!!!l!!'!!l deel.sion. 
Colorado Death penalty abolished Ian and restored 1901. 
Jl!.stric!; or Columbia Death penalty legal at time or .FUrman decision. 
:Kansas Death penalt.y abo.'\iahed 1'Nl and restored 1935. 
Kentucky Death penalty- l.egal at t:lme or ~ decision, but 

declared lmcoruJtj,tutiOnal by the State Court or 

Mar;ylatd 

Massachusetts 
Hissour:!. 

IIorth Dakota 
South Dekota 
Vermont 
Virginia 
Washington 

Appeals February 16, 1973. 
Death penalty l.egal at time or l"lrm2!) decision, but 
declared Wlconstitutional b;r the state Court ot Appeals. 
Deathpenalt;r legal at time ot ~ decision. 
Death penalty Ilbolished 1917 and restored 1919,but 
decl.ered Wlconstitutional by the State Supreme Court 
Saptember 11, 1972. 
Death penalty partially abollshed 1915. T 

Death penalty abolished 1915 and restored 1939. 
Death penalty partial.ly abollshed 1965. B 
Death pem1tr legal at t.:ime ot Furman decision. 
Death penalty abollshed 1913 and restored 1919. 

No statutory provisions for capital punishment 

Alaska Death pem1ty abolished 1957. 
Mawaii Death penalty aboli5hed 1957. 
Iowa Death penalty abolished 1a?2, restored 1878, and 

Maine 

Michigan 
Kinnesota 
New Jerse;r 
Oregon 

West Virginia 
Wisconsin 

reabolished 1965. 
Death penaltyaboli5hed 1a?6, restored 1883, and 
reabolished laB7. 
Death penalt;r partda1Jy abol19hed 1841' and abollshed 196:3. 
Death penalty abollshed 1911. 
Death penalty abolished January 1972. 
Death penalty abollshed 19JJ" restored 1920, and 
reaboliahed 1964. 
Death pem1ty abolished 1965. 
Death penalty I!bollshed 1853. 

4Death penalty retained tor persons rOWld gullty or Jdl.llng a police orficer acting 
:in line or dut;r and for prieoners Wlder a life sentence who murder a gu,U'd or inmate 
while in confinemeut or while escaping rrom confinement. 

S Death penalty reteined i'or persons convicted or cDlllllitting murder whUe serving 
a life sentence £or any offense. 

"Death penalt;r retained tor rape. 
7Deatb penaJ.ty- retained tor treason and tor first.-degree murder comitted by 8 

prisoner serving a life sentence ror rirst.-degree murder • 
BDeath penalty- retained i'or persons convicted or rirst.-degree murd!ll' wllo 'cDlllllit a 

second ''unrelated n murder and for the first-degree murder ot any law enCorcemont 
orficer or prison employee performing official duties • 

• Death penalty retained tor treason. Partial abolltion voted in 1846 but not 
put into effect untU 1847. 
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