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Court Organization Chl;\l't 

, . , 

SUPREME COUR'!' (1) 
. , ~ 

(A C'TlIIW .IU~T1C 
\4 JU~1'ICUH of t 

. I . 
IUGll CO(mrl'S (8) 

(with U nR~\NCllm:lJ 

DIS'l'RIC'l' counrrs (50} 
(with :!H nRANt'lm~) 

I (3 l'HURIPlm'l'.H ."t1(1) 
a7~ JuucmH 

. ,-...,......-.. -, ,~ .... --~. - .~~- .. ~ ... -.. 

li',AMILY COUnTS: (50) 
(with 2.\<1 BRANCllg~) 

---~ 

I 
(817 Jtll10Eil lind ) 
,,1111 ASl:\I~T~\N'\' J lmtmS 

--SU-1\-'). l\-t.-~\l-n.1-~r -C-O-U-R'~"S I 
(575) 

~--------------------~ ~1!U JOP(ll~S Qf the Sllt-Il\IM~Y Comn') 

Fixed Numbor of Judges and Supporthlg Personnol OW!!) 
,-" >- ." 

Cl(lssificulion 

Chid Jus\ic\;\ t)f t\w S\\prQ\11e Court 
Jl\Rlk~ ur the SnpI:~lUc COllrt 
Pr~sitk\nt of tht:' lligh Court 
Judgt, 
Assistunt Judge 
Judge of tho SUlUllUlry COllrt 

Court Ckd~ 
l"<:tmily Court Pl'Obttttt1" Offict:'l' 
COllrt Stenotypist 
Court Secretary 
B!\ill.ff 
Other 
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Organization Chart. o'f the Supreme Court 
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Judsdiction and Procedure of Japanese Courts I 

Appellate Jurilldklion ()lll~t 
stJl")nm\lr~ 

,~;_ .... 4"., ... "",~":;'"""",~" 1M - -, .t ~..>-'~..;"~~~-,.~< "'-'~'-"" . ,.-.-.,,'., .. ....,.-..... ,~-- ~ 

DIVISIONS (:1) COUW.C 1m billie 

COUItr An t'Ml'S t~OI11t' t11'(.\ )'i.'Cl'iTNt Ct\Sl's feft\j'I'Ml hy the 
to Ill" COttl{'1' l'1\ \)[\I\l',) DlVISIONH. 

t 
t,+~~ .. ~'"~_ ...... __ ... ,.,.,o>-...... ... ~ 

i 
A1Jlwllnlc Jur'isll\ction. Ol'igil1nl Jurisdiction 

~,.""""""'''''''''l><'''' .. ._., ... , ..... """'-" - . .,.>, ... ,._ ............................ "'--..... ...:..--- -~."""' ....... -.-<"' .............. "-"'.,~-" ..... -"' ........... - .. 

by t\ ·l'nnm~ . .nmrm COnn'l' hy 1\ tJ'mmB.nrnG1~ (,OUR'r 

lUGn l\ll'l'tioll disllUtes nm\ \!~)\in~t 

coun1r l'iI~ht~ ; mum tllHlHI \li'o('(,'t'dings; 
htll(,'f\S t'Ol'pt\$ ;. jndj.\(,'s' tli~dllii. 
IHII'~' l'Ml'S, 

C'l' t'l\d\\sive '1.0l\YO mGtr 
lm·d\l\\t.Wt\~t t\l\(\ \ll\ft\it trnt1t~ 
llttll'tit'('S, etc. 

l 
I 

DIS':r.lnCtJ~ Al1l)(%\t(\ JudsdktlOli. I Ol'ighml JlIrist\icti()l\ 
:~ .. ~~ .... • ... , .... '. " ...... , ".~.~~<".~.", .• ~.'" ." .. _.~. <~ ••••.• ·,,~·.·".·4~ 

COUUT ))' n 'l'\IUllB.Jnmm COURl' b)' 1\ 'l'Hlmr~·:mn(m COURT \)T-
by it SINGt~E·Jtm(m COURT 

MAJOR 'l.'RtAt dlllllll)(Il\lg 1m tho ":\.tlltl) IIlH1 

COtlR'l' <!~\'e18h\jt Illl\lorf.uncc or Hie caSe itwillvlltl. 
.j{Cn<.'l'l'Il jtlrl\ltlkU<II\ An civil ucliotlS ltOt spedlkull~r 

t'mning untll'I' ntht:n' (,{"lUt'is. 

SUMMARY 01'l!~intll Jul.'isdictiOll 
.-.=,;~"",;:.w..¥,. ... ~---,-~ 

COURT by l\ SrNGI.E.JUDGE COUnl' 

i,tmltcd .lul.'lsflkt.l<ll\ 
l .. Hmw dvll ni.'tinn.-; iu\'ulving claims of not 
~~l't.'Cdhl.g ~OO.OOO Ylltt. 

Note: n Whcrt.' 1)Oth lxWtl('$ aRt~, Q Jumping n\lpN\\ tnt\).' he mndc {,'om t\ judgment of the 
StlMMARY COUR1' to the HlGH cotTRT lll'" frllm II judgll\('ltt of the DISTRTC'\' 

(OrRT' h1 fllc StiPREMH COPR1'. 

~') \\'b~rt.' n Sn .. tMARY COt'RT l':I~C in\'()h'\)~ \'Ol\stl.tutionn\ qll('stinm:;. 1\ slwdn\ 

up1'e:<l m;1Y hl' made from i\ jl\d~\llent or the mmr COURT to lhl' StJPIH~~m 

t.,'OrR'r. 

____ ~._~ __ ~ _____ .. ~ ____ . __ .. _c~ ___ . ~. _ ~__ _ _ ~_ .. 
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Jurisd·iction and Procedure of Japanese Cour.ts II 

ClUMINAL CASES 

SUpmTIMI~ 
StlllH,' n!! in Civil ellRCS 

COUH'.r 

t 
L._._.~._~~_. 

Al}('llat~' J\lrisdklion 

by n 'tIlIUm·JtlDGB {,OUWl' lIlGIl 

coun'r 

DIs'rnlc'r 
COURT 

_~~~~ig~I:'!I~,.!:\:i:tlk~th)~_. _ ' 

by n 'l'Hmm·.n.lJ)Gl~ 
COUR'!' 01' 1>), 1\ SINGI.B. 
.nmcm COUR'!' d('lHlIIdillg 
ou the \tnhll'l.' nud imllor. 

MAJ()R ':I.'mAT. tnllCI.' or the ens\! invoh'cd. 
CotmT ~)(cl'ClsinR 
1(~ncr(\1 jlll'lsd\c' 
Ihm 

I 
:11)l'cifi('niiy C'omin!~ 
olh~l' co\\rt", 

Tl'nl\slcr 

I , 
Originnl Ju1'i~(1il'li()Jt 

0- .......... ,,-... 

liy It VIV1~·,rtlnGl~ COURT 

Exd\\l-\h'(' j\\l'i~tlklit)l\ in ('\'inw:I 
('Cl\wt'I'nin~ inRtln't'l~ti(}It, 

SUMl\lARY 
counrr 

J.itllitNI 
lUl'h\(1l1~tiOl\ 

Origimtl Jltri)\C\icliol'l. 

1". n SINGT,E . .nmGl~ 
COUnT 

Minor crime!>; The ]l1ll1' 

ishmcnt i~ limitt'(l (0 

le~scl' pClIulty or lim'. 

WherC) the court dC(>ll\$ 

it llropel' to lmptmc 
imprlsonmcnt cxcccdlnl"( 
S }'cnts. 

Note: .A direct uppcn! may he mude to the SUPREME COURT frol1\ n judgment of thtJ 
DISTRICT COURT or the SUr-.UvfARY COURT itt whkh the l'OUl't dC~'id('d un· 

constltltlionalit~' of law, ordinnllre, etc, 
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Jurisdiction nnd. Procedure of Japanese Courts III 

SUPUEME 

COURT 

HIGH 

COUHT 

PAullLY 

COUH'l' 

FAMILY CASJlJS 

Slim!) us ill Ci\'i! lind CI'i\nil\ul CuseS 

by n 'rIlInm.JliDGl~ COURT 

Odginal Jurisllkliotl 

by \\ ~INGl.l~·JUOGlil COlTR.'r 

tli'l111t~'" ,l[fl'~'tinp; tllluwstil' rt'l,l!iul\~ 
\.a(ljutl~ll\l'llt <\1111 l'(lIwiliatitm); 
.h\ ..... ,l\il~, \ldhl'IU~lldl'" ~ 
,\du\t \'riminal ("1St's :IITl't,ting "hihlr\'!\'s 
wdhr<'. 

Nott,: A dil'('~'t appe,\l may b(' mado to t1:l' S{!PREMg ('OllRT from a jLldgmmt of the 

FA~nI.Y t'OtlRT in whkh th~' ~'()lll't dl'dd\,d lll\<'lll,stittlti()n:IUt~· uf law. onlinam'('. 

Nl'. 
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Kjnds of Courts and Jurisdiction Thereof 

Ther~ \\\'t~ ~y\.' k\nd~ of t'mwts: th~ S\llH'Cnw C(l\\l't ~tt-l thc highest cmu:t; lligh Ctlltl'ts 
under thu Supn'l11t' Comt; District Court;; nl1ll Family COl\l'lt-l \ltIcll'r tilt' lligh l'mu'ts; nnd 
Summnry Courts nil thl' l()\\,t,~t ~'(lt1l'tS. 

The l't.'spective COllrt~ hnVL' jurisdiction !\:-i follows: 
( 1) Tlw SlIpn'me Court 
The Stllll'cnw C(lmt does not hllllllll' cllSt'S in tIll' fil'iit tnstllmv. It lWHl'li lI11(1 11l'lL\t'mitws 

onl>' those ct\~es appenl\'d frOlll Ih\.' high CIHU'ls rOl' the rl'a~(ln of 11lWllllstitlltlllnnlity or grl)~~ 
vloinlim\ of hw~ 01' Onlil\nnCl'S, 

In uddill t)l1, it ml\~t be l10wd thnt tlw :";uprl'l11t' Court is vc~ted with thL~ 1'1Ik··making 
puWt.'l; Ulldl'l' whkh it t\elel'mim's nlk~' of pl'lll'c(hwc {Iltd otl\\'\' n\l\ttQr~, It hm\dlt,s its tId· 

minil"trntlv(} bw;incss, stwh hS UQsiRnnliol1 of post or jUdgt'll. the nppointl11l'nt and re\11nvn! of 
COtlrt pl'nh>nnd other thHn jl1dg(,~l, I1nnndal a[t(\ll's or tho courts, Clt-, Tlwsc .iu(lil'inl nt\mlnh;. 
t!'ative affairs m:l\ detet'mhwd by the Jl1dkia\ i\HH~'lllbly (If th(~ nfWt'n jLllltil'l'H l'llmpllsing fIll' 
S\lll.r~\mt' Cuurt. TIll' Uelwrn! Secl'L'ladnt was c:.tnu1i$lwd (IS un 1.11Ixilim'j' organ to llHln"g~\ 
thel;c u(£nh's, 

e :3 ) The lligh Court 
As a 'l'll1e, II high cmwt handles thOSl\ I.'llses whkh l.'I1ll)r be l\ppcn\ed frOl\1 the district 

courts or family com'ls which trk'(\ tlw t'(\S('S in t1w first ln~t!\l1l't-. 
In ndditiol1' high courts rony, lIS the l'Otll't of tir~t il1tltam't;'1 1wnr t'nses which tl1ny hI' 

nppen\ecl £l'om 11l1ch qu(\si.j\\didu\ tl'ibunu\ti Illl the Fait· Trade Commission m' thu Pnt~\nt 
Bl\l"(-I\\I, and Ctlties ~'ont'~'rlling t'icctiol1::;, or civil rcbdlio\l, etc. 

e 8 ) The District Court 
A dhltl'kl court it> primarily the l'ollrt of lil'Rt in8tUlW~\. (lnd it hnmUl\S l'Hlil'S in tlw lir~t 

inst<\I1l'l~ l'~cept th()Sl~ which (tl;t! spct'ilkt\l\y pnwiLk-u fqr by 1m¥ to be.' htludlNl by lh~! high 
COllrt, the fHmily t;Olll't ot' thl' sumtmwy t'Olll't. The uOI\.l'ontcntim\1;i mutters nfC ubo h.ll1tlkd 
by this court. 

e d) The Fumily Court 
FnmUy Courts nrc spednl l'ourts winch WCt'l\ eRtt\hli~l\l'tl 01\ Jl\11\tltry 1, 19,m upon till' 

consideration that it is more pnlpel' thnt doml'stic Hm! juvenile ('uses, which dO:ldy nffel't tlll' 
hOl110 life, be hnndled complying with t\l) informnl fOl'llt (lll<! dispoSl'd of i1\ an indi"idl\t\lh.lcd 
j\\t\gment, 1)), the courts which have t\ different sYl:ltcm othor thun those handling gcnernl 
c<\ses, Thoy lire e:;tublished in tho snme plttces. Uti district courts. 

( 5) The Summaty Court 
Tlw summary court hus uuthority to try t'ompnt"ntively m,inm' civil (lm1 criminal l'I\Sl'H by 

R slImmury prOCethll'e, nud to is:)lle wut'nmtH for m:rcst, seizure, senrch, ete. 

The exerdllLl of judicial POWOl' b>r the COUtts is explained in brid UH Illllows: 
'1'he Supreme Court, us (l l"1I1Q, huudleH cnscs Involving constitutionnl 1l1'obl~'ms, through 

(\ gl'nud colll'gin\e body composed of fifteen justices, and other l:I\SQS tht'ough (\ l)Qtit collegin\e 
botly of nve jllStiCl'S. The high cmu't, lI~ (\ rule, ht'ars t'n::;t~S in a colleginte body of thl'(,'t.) 
judge!:], lInd the district cmu:t h(mdlcs cases thnmgh (lne judge t\:> (l rule und the complicutt'd 
or diHicult cm;cs thrQugh tl collegint<.' body of three judges. The fmntly court !ll1d the sum· 
mury court make it n principk to render decisions by ono judge, 
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1 The heavy lines represent jurisdictional 
boundaries of High Courts. 

2 The broken lines rep~esent jurisdictional 
boundaries .of both District Courts and 
Family Courts. 

\ 

II Location of Supreme Ct., High 
Ct., District Ct. and Family Ct. 

(!) Location of High Ct., District 
Ct. and Fumily Ct. 

@ Locution of Branch of High Ct., 
District Ct. und Fumily Ct. 

@ Location of District Ct. und 
Family Ct. 

'. 




