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CIVIL CASES

Appel ate Tumxzhchml mxly
SUPREME | “jivisions @) , ‘COURT en bane
CouRT Al cases (Some ave yeferred Cases veforved by the
. to the COURT en bane.) DIVISTONS,
b et e e ey
1\])])(‘”\\10’ Tlll'l\dl(‘tmll ()nmnnl 1umdnctmn
b)’ t THRER.Y UDGI& COURT by a THREBJUDGE COURT
RIGH i‘k‘cmm disputes and  yting
o }i s mncimys proge eedings 3
coury abeas corpusy judpes’ diseiplic
n.\l‘  CAROS,
TORYO HIGH CT exelusive
Je-antitast aad anfaie trade
practives, ete.
DISTRICT ~ Am’x\\lmo Jumdutmn QOriginal Jmisdiclim‘\

- Thy » THREEJUDGE COURT | by & THREEIUDAE COURT m-
COURT 3 by & SINGLIMJUDGE COUR
MAYOR  TRIAL. dqml\ding‘ on the naturs uud
COURT exovelatng impoitance of the case involved.
general Jurlsdiction All eivil actions not specifically

coming under other courts,

SUMMARY

Original J\u‘isdictimn
COURT by 1 SINGLEJUDGE COURT

Minor civil actions involving el of not
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Tuuschcuon and Pxocedurc of Japanese Courts II

CRIMINAL CASES

Thmited Juiistiction oxeceding 300,000 yen,

Note: 1) Where botht paeties agrees o jumping appeal may be made from a judgment of the
SUMMARY COURT to the HIGH COURT or from a judwment of the DISTRICT
COURT to the SUPREME COURT
2 Where a SUMMARY COURT case involves constitutional questions, @ speeial
appeal may be made from o judgment of the HIGH COURT to the SUPREME
COURT.

SUPREMEBE
. Same ag in Civil Cases
COURT
. I
Lo e e e
o Apellate Jurisdiction | ()n;,nml Jurisdiction
U by » THREE-JUDGE COURT | by a FIVE-JUDGE COURT
COURT Exelusive  Jurisdiction in evimes
' concerning insureection.
i
()m‘m‘\l Im‘xsdu:\mn N
by n PIREE-TUDGE
DISTRICT | couRT or by a SINGLE- |
count JUDGE COURT depending ()u;,mal Iunxdwtmu
on the nature and impmj» - e o
MAJOR  PRIAY | lanee of the case involved. SUMMARY by 1 QIN(;LL-JUI)(‘I'
COURT exerelsing m COURT
noneral - Jrlsdiesd oy aginal actions not COURT .
tion : i n‘lliv N '“ der Minor erimes; The pun.
apociiien coming  under | . ) T
:)11{1;1. ::(m)rt& ! \\\ {"‘_{‘l‘;‘i‘}. ishment i limited  to
< jurisdiction
SN Josser penalty or fine,
Transier

Where the court deems
it proper to impose
imprisonment excceding

3 yenrs.

Note: & direet appeal may be made to the SUPREME COURT from a judgment of the
DISTRICT COURT or the SUMMARY COURT in which the court decided un-
constitutionality of law, ordinance, cte,
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Jurisdiction and Procedure of Japanese Courts III

FAMILY CASES

SUPREME
Same as in Civil and Criminal Cases
courey
)
!
‘ } Appellate Jurisdiction only
I‘!I(’}‘{l ’ - - . - e T S P U S P SN
COURT { by a THRERJUDGE COURT
!
‘ A
i
i
i
| Qriginal Jurisdietion
by a SINQLEJUDGE COURT
FAMILY Disputes  alfecting “domestic  velutions
COURT tadjudgment and conciliation)

Juvenile delinguenciesy
Adult cviminal cases affecting children’s
welfave,

Note: A direct appeal may be made o the SUPREME COURT from « judgment of the
FAMILY COURT in which the court decided unconstitutionality of luw, ordivance,

ete.
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Kinds of Courts and Jurisdiction Thereof

[ [N RN,

There ave five kinds of cvourts: the Supreme Court as the highest court; High Courts
under the Supreme Court; Distriet Courts and Family Courts under the High Courts; and
Summary Courts as the lowest courts,

The respective courts have jurisdiction as follows:

(1) The Supreme Court

The Supreme Court does not handle cases in the first {nstance. It hears and determines
only those euses appealed from the high courts for the reason of unconstitutionality or gross
violation of laws or ordinances. v

In addition, it must be noted that the Supreme Court is vested with the rulemaking
power under which it determines rules of procedure and other matters. It handles its ad-
minjstrative business, sueh as designation of post of judges, the appointment and yemoval of
court personnel other than judges, linancial affaivs of the courts, ete. These judicial adminis.
trative affairs are determined by the Judiclal Assembly of the fifteen justices composing the
Supreme Court.  The General Secretariat was established as an puxiliary organ to manage
these affairs.

(2) The High Cowrt

As u rule, & high court handles those cpses which may be appealed from the district
courts or family courts which tried the cases in the frst instance.

In addition, high courts may, as the court of first instances hear cases which may be
appealed from such quasijudicial tribunals as the Fajr Trade Commission or the Patent
Bureau, and cases concerning elections, or civil rebellion, ete.

(3) The District Court

A distviet court is primarily the court of st instance, and it handles cases in the first
instance except those which are specitically provided fur by law to be handled by the high
court, the family court or the summary court. The non-contentious matters are also bandled
by this court. .

(4) The Family Court

Family Courts are speetal courts which were established on January 1, 1949 upon the
consideration that it is more proper that domestic and juvenile cases, which closely affect the
home life, be handled complying with an informal form and disposed of in an individualized
judgment, by the courts which have a dilferent system other than those handling general
cases. They arc established in the same places as district courts,

(5) The Summary Court

The summary court has authority to try comparatively minor civil and criminal vases by
a summary procedure, and to dssue warrants {or arrest, selzure, search, cte.

The exercise of judicial poser by the courts is explained in brief as follows:

The Supreme Court, as a yule, handles cases involving constitutional problems, through
a grand collegiate body composed of fifteen justices, and other cases through a petit collegiate
body of fve justices. The high court, as a rule, hears cases in o collegiate body of three
judges, and the distriet court handles cases through one judge as a rule and the compliented
or difficult cases through a collegiate body of three judges. The family court und the sum-
mary court make it a principle to render decisions by one judge.
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1 The heavy lines represent jurisdictiona]
boundaries of High Courts.

The broken lines represent jurisdictional

houndaries .of both District Courts and

Family Courts.
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M Location of Supreme Ct., High
Ct., District Ct. and Family Ct.

(® Location of High Ct,, District
Ct. and Family Ct.

@ Location of Branch of High Ct.,
District Ct. and Family Ct,

© Location of District Ct. and
Family Ct.
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