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. sociological background of the Juvenlle Ofmbnder. The project isvbeing

 vest1gamed‘ e .“g' "‘ r”¥"?aff‘“ : ’f " :/:”‘f, B ‘““:§57 {

Imnonucznm'ﬂ S

=3 .
PR

A sociologiaaa b@c?gwound sﬁudy of Juvanile fobnderﬁ wal umdertakan L ,‘_[w

in Somth Aumtralaa dur;ng the. gerioduﬁat July, 1972 io 3ch Juna, 1973,

Smmilnr atu&ies are bemng‘und@riaken in Victoria and Qneanaland, and

these tog&thar form a piiot for a Erﬂyosed nationpwids suxvey‘ifx

' aponaored by the Grlminnlogy Raﬁaarch Counoil under Researchfarami 17

R

i

The ﬁouth Austr&lian study waa llmited to those cases in which a

Social Eackground Report (WD,C Wo Form 566 ~'See Appendix 1) waa premf‘

pareﬁe Th;s Repori ig prepared by & Community'Wblfare Wbrker and

contains ‘questions rela,nng to ocoupa%ional stéﬁus of both offendex

:.and parents, educaixonal Jev@l, ethnlc background, family stabili%y

and pmraon&l hea%the The naturs of the ofience anﬂ th@ waﬁult af
tthe appe&r&nce in & Juvenile Court or before a Juvenile Fers Banel 5

Were provlde by a. Dep&rtmenral Officer, The informatlon.ﬁprmb~‘, v bﬁ ’02

tauned on eacﬂ Juvenile wag coded 1nto Y féimVWHichvcculd‘thenfba i

#od

mcluded in 8 computemsed statia‘bzcal ouxtput of all offenders :f‘o:r

the dezs’ired p@mod. ’

Sepam.‘l'e Jcables were .ob‘ban.ned for ma.le a.nd femle of’feniers ani
for Juvem"ve Court and Jwremle Aid Panel appearawces. However, 'be- o
cause of ’che non-s’catutory na*t:ure of ’che Soc:ua.l Backgroum Repor’& a -
cons:.dera.ble volume of 1nformatlon rema.lned unknovm, and :n:fc W&B not

«poss:L‘ble to analyse the a’bove categor:x.es sepaza‘belyo -

n

Us:.ng the compu'berlaed ou‘bpu‘b the follom‘ng fac*i:m“s we.t’e dpe

BRI S R s s Bl T
IR R Ty

1. Socio-economic status of the offender, as measured by -~

st e GRS




; 4 : e
/ (a}ﬁ Occupation and Incom »oeﬁl?arents ot | REREI o : : ey o . '
| // . (v) Occupation and Income of Offbnder, if not as student . _ 'b . R PRE R Rk SRR S 3. g
. -/ o N . i A : . ere poss:.ble, the results weile com'ared with .
1 X / e (e) Size of ?&m:gly = T 0 E i : P i populatlon figures :
| ’,,/ o 2";*’- : Re?lé,tionship-‘ of sooio-:ecvono'mi‘c factors to »tne resulf‘o{f:;fbflieiif SRR | o o providéd a‘crude sta-tlstlc . ',”This’ ﬁe’re-ly?‘ | ’ ‘Z;g
¥ * appearance ‘in Juvenile’ Gourt ox before a Juvenile Aid'Panel « © 7 | IR . * °°m3,ams°n“’ Tt would Tiafe Yeen mors e
/ "3 | Moblh.ty of off‘ender as measured “oy -’ | ‘ /
v o (a) Number of schools attended | o Such a- comﬂ arison wag not poss:fble in this survey because 4 conﬁrol ;
: , | (b) Num‘oer of prev1ous JObs | ,\ group was not within thq, terms of reference,‘ In the ‘event of the
4. » Educatlooal level of of’f‘ender, taklng :Lnto aocoupﬂ; number of
'years a‘b sch\soll and degree of truancy = : \\\;/ . ' 3 t
5. Famlly St&blllty and relatlonshlp “’co re—offendlng -
{e) | Mar:.tal sta’cus oi mo’cher and father "
Oy ('b) Pereon W:n:%:.k Whom ch:.ld 1s 11v1ng
(o) ’Posrblonuof eh:le in famlly | . :
6. {a) Ethnic origin oi the offender and his parents - ‘
: S {
(?q)!,_‘Period of res:yifdence in Anetre;;_a, if not Austrahan—born :
}*ﬂ No at'i;empt has ’been madev to 1nvest:.gate faci:ors ou‘ts:.de these terne ){f
; “of reference, but reoommendatlons were . made to 1n'-1ude other fao‘cov-s {‘ - SR
in the event of the major Vs.tudyo | ’ a i
it T o | : ,_ | .» ir,} b 1"_’ )
In addl‘blon, F:.rst Offenders were eompared wrhh Re—offenders.
o Flrst ’Offenderﬂ were def:med as hav:.ng, only one record of‘ appearance
e | in a Juvcmle Court or before a Juvemle A:Ld Panel, whllst Re-Offenders _ S
l&“ ; e were deflned as hav1ng two or moTe records o:’c‘ aPpearance., Problene Lo 1
‘ : arose nmen defining ‘bhese “terms for offenders WhD had records of a;p- > F
.pearanee before both Juvemle Courts and Juvem.le Ald Panelss 1T‘hdese R
offenders were coun’ced twice in ’che outpu‘b, onee as oi‘fenders a.ppea:c—;;.’
_ ing :Lnﬁ Juvem.le Courts and a seconu tlme as off‘enders appearlng be= ' ‘
o ) ‘fom‘ Juveni}e Md Panelso There are approx:Lmately 50 ch:.ldren in | 1
‘Q : ’rt‘hisf category, ,44.4‘% of the sample. | ‘ ‘ :

Ry
1}
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SULTS

]

There were 3, 495 Juvenlle Offenders w1th Social Background Reports
out of a total of 4,978 offenders (1¢ 27) during the perlod 1st July,
1972 to 30th, June,. 1973, 22.1% of . whom were g1r1%;wnﬂ 70.9% boys. (see '

Table 1~1)- Th}s constltutes 2e 9% of - +he male auvenlle populatlon

and Q. 9% of the female Juvenlle populatlonédurlng that perlod

77.2% of thls number were Flrst Offenders and 22, 8% were ,Re—offenders.
9

44, G% appeared 1n Juvenlle Courts and 554 4p appeared‘iefore Juvenlle o

Aig Panels,

5001a1 Backgrounﬂ Reports were not obtalned in the case of mlnor
offences such as~ dleorderly behaviour, hlnderlng pollce, re31st1ng ‘

arrest under-age drlnklng, unlawfully on pr?mlses, unreglstered
flreawms and 1 minor traffic offences. E
Table 1.1

NU%BER OF JUVENILE OFPEEDERS : 1972—1973

S

Place of First & - ‘
Appearancei_ Sex ’Offengers ~ Re—offenders Total
Juvenile R e : e b
Court . |Gimls } 211 = - 87 298 g DR &
, | | ) 1560 (44.6%)
S Boys 619 : 645 1262 '
. Juvenile : , R . S
‘Aid Panel |Girls | 466 '8 474 i
A OO | Y 1935 (55.4%)
. jBoys 1402 E 59 11461 i , -
¢ |zorar | 2698 (77.28)| 797 (22.8%) |3495 (oo |7
———— ) ‘ L EREA i o ‘~+;:....'."'4'. ’
:;1¢ ﬁsecie;ecdnbmicfStatus of Offender
(a) Occupatlon and Income of Parenfs P

Occnpatxonal status was Cl&SSlfled 1nbo 3 categorles - hlgh
1“;f¢ ,f‘ medium and 1ow, and incomes were groupe& 1nto below average,

kaverage and abeve average. An explanatlon of these categorles

Kfand ethers«ilscussed 1n the results 1s given 1n.Append1x 2.

. ﬁf 62, 6% of the 1athers of‘all offenders occupy low status Jobs
;%>f(see Table 1 2) Thls 1s comparable to fhe percentage of
7“fma1es with low status Jobs 1n South Australla (62 8%)

(Table 1.3) Honever, Ain the communlty, 32»4@ of male oc—yu~

; cupatlons can be” cla551f1ed as benng hlgh or. medlum statusj*

1/

"*;\Jyet of fathersxof offenders, only 22,4 57 are Sofcla331f1e&

2 dlfference of 9. 9%

:‘,,

5.
o i )

- The Ghl—equare 2 x. o test was used to compare the character— o

?,applled the results afe given at the bottom of he table.

f Flrst OIfenders w1th,those of Re—offenders.‘

Flrst Offenders and Re—o fenders differ sagnlfleantly w1th

respect to the occupatlonal status of thefr fathe -

~ Fathers of Re-offenders are under—represented 1n h\ her '

When

‘status gobs by 8a 4% but equally represented 1n low status .

Jobs. f’. |

Ta

ble 1 2

OCCUPATIONS OF FATHERS OF OFFENDERS

Chl—square =

27 3 on 3 degrees of freedom {d. f@)

Slgﬁlflcant at’ O1p level

Sta+us of Job Offenders 9% ‘),% Tetal
High 286 o -

g | 24 160 | -0

S ] B

: 62.7 62,4 | 2189,
‘Unemployed 35/ “1;3 o0 | s
- Unknown 314 | 116 145 o ‘1897, _,‘463;

TOTAL | 2698 | 100 797 700 | 4% |

' Table 153 *fo | | &
| 1971 CENSUS DATA OF OCCUPATIONAL STATUS [ & g
JOccupatlonal Status Males E %‘{? Females ;_%'ef f;Teﬁai -
High —e 354v807,.‘,.0 x,;[ = — - - ’
| veason - | 5]2'}092) A &, 242? 2148 ‘”f;’::i )| 265
i feora51 le2s | 55,6 [135 | 2e,619 Iss.2|
nempleyed: cage2 |1 f 363 Lo [hoiezss | 1a |
: 'EbusehOId L == 1 260,271 (6206 |- *260:271 . 34L9‘ .
»“Inadequately ‘ ! NN R SR I 3 , E B
: descrlbed .; | 11,132 fﬁ;@f_:,e»ﬁyg57 554 ﬁ, 3 17:139?Y sk
i Ik el BN B (R
students 1459265 1349195 “ 280’4 3 !
ER AT 586,051 1. ;}587-9%36&“* P E PR 767;




"'Slnce the prcvmslon of 1nformatlon'for the Social Background Re~

fport is nmt obi;gatory, there are a »on51derab1e number of unknown

‘ Table 1.5
: ti nkfown in 1 2% of all iy . R i
& Yalues in the data: (fauher 8 occupa ion is u B % - GCGUEATIONS O STNGIE PARRNIS OF ;

ceses ). Thls\may act s a source of bias in the ana1y51s since - BRI ) - OQccupational . First AR . | B =
| - Status .~ | Gcfenders % | Re-offendérs Total | %

. the distribution of“these'non—responses‘across the soclo—economlc o - ' E
A o B CHigh, < ] 24 ) 6.1 4

G - geale is j¢self unknown.® A cub-off point of 25% was used, wnereby B Medlum AREER 43 11.0 | ﬂ

. any tables containing more than this rumber of unknowns were Tre- - | : ELOW // o i 5 | 49.7

' ’Household R I .} 24.8

Umknown i §.. 33 | 8.4

28 | 5.0
58 | 10.4
507 | 54.9
| =130 | 23.3
36 | 6.4

100 | 167  ].100 '} 559 100

,‘J.ec’cegl. LTy

:1Whereas 62 6% of the adult female populatlon of South Australla

RS

: are reperted as belng engaged 1n household datles, onlyJSS 9%

S T ; L Slgnlflcant at ,05% level , , . “" - ‘E‘:,Q
“Of'the mothers of‘offémders are S0 classified‘ a difference*of " / 3 : S . 1

; There were too many unknown 1ncomes to permlt statlstlcal

6o 77 (gee Table 1 4) Slmllarly, the mothers ‘of Flrst Offenders :

} “7~ana1ysls of income characﬁerlsﬁlcS/of offenders' parenﬁs,
are more llkely to be at home than.are the mothers of Re— . ‘ Eae e

‘however, it seems that a high percentage of kﬁowngincomes

' offenders,;the dliferencexfere 1s 11 z%o.f

“g , U H ' ' S are below average and thls is 1n,keep1ng with the hlgh pro- :

”“?Of females Wlthln the workforee, the mothers of offenders are . "”portlon of low sta*us jobs held by the group (see Table i. 6)

?} }Ae | 1 ‘;fover—repreSented in low status and under-represented in hlgn ﬁ : Table 1.6

'vstatus JObS by 6. 66 and 3. 9% resp&ctl‘elyo Thls effect 1sz£lso o | S RN IFCOMES OF PARENTS OF OFFENDERS

Cete, b Pipet ':”M"‘ Co el

| | Incomes | Offenders | % | Re~offenders | %
: - Fathe?s rBeIOW'Aferage ; ‘;§4ﬁ41 | 7.6 343 , 43¢1
kPaIent famllles, re-offendlng also appears to be related to the o 1% i » g «AVerage? . 143 >5q3'k 19 g,i »9;9'

o ‘ | Avove Average | 68 _‘.,2°5‘ e 21 E "éjéif

7 e o B D  fvmemown o | 205 |ms| o3 a4 |
5 T?3}99155)a: i ‘ji” s [,', e | N T A I S (<. e i In-T-= s 1o IS AN B

e - e Table 104 '”“;k  . A | [ . - ,?Vﬁkﬂi¥¥3!:f3310W Average "’]1798_ ] 6.3 ~V5QQ"‘ -f74?6

i

_ OUCUPATIONS OF NOTHERS OF OFFEIDERS L s e | s fes] 2 | oos

;f seen when ggmp&rlng mothers of Re~offenders and mothers of Fl t

«Oftendere (8. 5% and 2 9% res fot1vely) In tee case of 81n9l

holdlng o10 relatlvely low status 9051t10ns by the parent (see

6¢é@patio@al i'f First ?‘ ok ”"~‘ - 1 1T 1 0 & | Abowe dverage ol o= f =i dl 0
' Status R Offenders % | Re-offenders yf% Tc%al 2N o , Unknpown cafe 97T o8 B6.2 1 204 ) 5.6
£ 181 A s TOTAL | 2698° | 100 ]| - 797  Ji100 f
5.7 fis ’)‘ 17.9 1 15 ¥ Single | Below Average” § 185 |} 47.2| 102 Bt
- | R T | o | Bememts ) peee 0 11 | 2. 8| 48 |
Lo 26,5 | 696 ;|19.9 L | e & B EE I s B
Tl SHIERE - B . ok . R i - ki A B E . r‘ ’ =’"’ . : ‘ o ‘ .
577 (4 | 1955 : 559 P oo b | teovekweree | 7 L 18l 5 L 18
84 |10.5 | o-218 ] 63| ;_e&,,ﬂgu_mkmml ‘~MMJ89~@4&?_p,m,%fh;_323
— ST T oy - omomAL [T.0 392§ 100§ . 167 -l 700 .

?ffMeaium‘

\”:fHousehold
;SAUnanwn ;

100 | 3495 | 100 |
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“In sumﬁary, it can be seen that parents of offenders and in

i

parﬁlcalar,/mf Reuoffenders tend to be over-represented in

‘‘‘‘‘

‘comparlson to general populatlon s%andards,

SimilarlyV the mothers of‘offenders end particularly‘of Re~

offenders, tend to be in the workforce to a greater exten%‘fw’

)f»

than do women generally, It 1s stresse% howeVer, that a

more statlstlcally valld eomparlson Would be parents of’

nonsdelinquent chlldren, r&ther than total populatlon ‘

characterigtica.

vOccupatlons and Incomes of Offenders

R
T

}Whereas 69, 3% of all offenders.are s%uden&s (se 4abTe 1.7)
a 51gn1flcantly large dlfference emerges when Flrst 0f—~

,fenﬁers are compared with Re—offenders, 79, 3% vs 35, 5%,

Jobs ani 32% are un@mployed ‘and once again marked dlf- :

ferences exist between Flrst 0ffendems»and Re—offenders'

'the 1atter are overnrepreaenred 1n fhe unemployea category:'

‘ by 14 1% and under—represen‘hed by 9 97 1;1 the high job

‘ status categoryo

E
@?ﬁs Table .

Q'the nonustudenv group, 52, 5% of offenders occupy 1ow sﬁatus :

B,

Occupatlonal Flrst TS
_Status |Offlenders | '%“,:f ,
Meddum ¢ | 96 |
Tow . | 308 I55.2
R Unemployed AR (R T I 2503N
| Unknown {4 |07
% goman | 558 | 100
TO'.I,‘AL i 2698 \

iy

33.4% of worklng offenders earn $20 per week or less and .

46.4% earn above $20 per week (see Table 1 8)

/

foffenders, 2 77 more Flrst Ofm ’

Comparing

Flfst Offende”s w1th}

0

,(fenders earn above $ZO and 12, 5% more Re—offenders earn
below 320 Often, when a chlld ig, 11v1ng~1n,”honey is
deducted from his wagee, so that the ;gcorded 1ncome is
1ower¢than'h s aotual earnlngs, A more satisfactory

method of’recordlng‘lncomes,lé being developeg.

Chi~gquare = 9»7 on 1 &, f. : P - ‘
Slgnlflcant at {017 level o E - ' . e ’

(e) Size of' Family

- To summarlse, offenﬂers and Ain partlcular re—offenders, are;i

<

“more frequenily vepresented in the lower soclo~economlc

groups than in %hose hlgher uyp the scalé, as is the case
- w1th thelr parents, In addltlon,'®1ret Offemders a:e more :

frequently students and less frequently unemployed than Re~

u.
9

- The number of children in the families of offerders was com-
parea with correepondlng populatlon flgures (Table 1 9) and

‘a significant difference Was recorded

(a) In the overall ‘population, 15 6% ot ﬁamllles have only
Jﬁ chlld, howeVer, 2.1% ﬂf offenders Aare, only chlldren
(2)7’?0'2% of zamllles 1n.the p0pu1at10n have 2, 3 or 4

i

@J”chlldren,-whereas 49 2% of offendera belong to

??,famllles of that ‘size Tt,zf' R SO E

A rE)

9.

Table 1.8
IHCOME oF WORKING ommmsv :
: = Pirsh : =

B rvre wriondezs | % of Re-offenders | % | motaz| %

S$0 ox dess | 15 (BT T w i
1 s 15512744 106 13994 359 | 33.4} -
| More- than 820 | 266 4707, 0 o 232 45.0.f 468 | 464

;Unknovn e 139  |24.9 | .78 1513; \ i 26:5 >

& TOTAL 558 [ 100 - f 516 . | 100 100

; .

a




(3) 140 2% of f&milmes 1n.ﬁhe populatlon heve 5 or morev

chlldren, whereas 48, 4ﬂ of offenders belong to

families of thet sxzen

2 P =

o

Thus the majority of b?fehders'cdhe'from;Iarge families,
‘Re~offeﬁding'is also occurring in large families, as 15.8%
ﬁorefﬁe—dffenders than Firgt Offfenders beiong to families
of 5 or more children, N . ' ’
: e -
‘l‘able 109
SIZE OF FAMILY

Size of family wes unknown for 89% of offenders appearing
- before Juvenlle Aid Panels, thus thls analy31s was re~ .

“gtricted to offenders appearlng 1n,Juven11e Cou ts,¥;¢

100

= “*~' ~‘ ': c”‘;rkoi‘*'f;fi’fsi 7“50/0 w1%h Ancllllary Commlttal

ﬂ No of Childfen FlrSt | . : o #c‘Popﬁletion
{_in Family Offenders | % Re-offenders % | pata (%)
s" . , : 19 2.3 14 2.1 : 15“6
EOATE R [ Rt L 7299”' 'zif49.2ihd 70:2
5 =10 | ‘31\2 ) }s9.0 378 3 90 | 6 | 141 |

11 or more vortRen 22 00 ARG EE R
 Umknom |18 . Jae a7 2z
y _momy [Es0 [ Hoo | w0 J1oo | 100

Chi-squa: Y2414 on 3 A.T. ‘ - #

: S:Lgn,ifmam: at om% 1evel

: ~.1'.
s

o ~Relationship. of Soclo»economlc Factors to the Result of the Appearance

i

The result of ihe appearance 1n a 3uven11e Court br before a

‘of the offender and hls parenzs,‘ Sufflelent deta vas -avail-

b able to enable separate analys1s of boys and glrls, an& of

PR, E . 1

YﬁJuvenlle Court aﬁﬂ’muven11e=AiQ,Panei appearances.

’Y'?*)

,fall 1n$o the fe;lowlng~categor1es 2 ,gm{" fffgfbﬂf~ o

Boxxi e | :EQ ‘ (’
] nd"ndlsupeIV131eu ,
'Carewand Control (C/C)

iJuvenlle Court

: ‘Dlsmlsscd e O AR :
,‘egFlne (see Appendlx 2 for th ~eomp1eﬁ

Juvenlle Ald Panel was examlned An relatlon to ﬁhj!occupaulon f

S Resul%s of Juvenlle Court and.Juvenlle Ald Panel appearances ,

more Flnes and 1e 67 more Dlsmlssals,

Juvenlle Ald Panal ¢

;M‘Warnlng and Counsel o , >',,p e
S o N Underta}cn_ng By Ch:LId. , 7' o i
1 el B o Undertaklng by Parent :

T }Undertaklng by Chlldeand Parent

11;?ch

*Under’cak:.ngvby Child & Earen’c & Super\rlsion

“ 1Warning & Counselling with Voantery

Ybuth Counselllng~$

2 Boys Appearlng in Juvenlle Courts'v

Results of appearances are dlstrlbuted approx1mate1y as

folloﬁs (see Table 2, 1) S o

g . g w i . g

CBomd (15%) ﬁ‘">' « )

Bond and Supervw:wnp Flne (257 each)
‘Care and Control, Care and Control w1th Ancilliary Commlttal
and Dlsmlssed (1064 each) B : Y

oy

Results vary s1gnif10an$ly accordlng to the occupatlonal
status of the fatherQ: The 1ow status group has 37 more

Care And Conﬁrol ofders and 7. 5% more Ancllllary Commlttals,

. whereas the h;gher status group has 4 57 more Bonds, 5. 5%

Thls dlfference is>

also apparent when the status of the mother's occupeulon '

ds considered It R SR PR

: In relatlon to/%he offender g occupatlon, Care and Control

*‘orders are moreaprevalent in the unemployed and student
%r

groups, the uneﬁfloyed rece1v1ng by far the largest num-

ber of Ancllllarv Comm:.t*bals°

-

parents, Bogds and Flnes were 1ncurred more frequently 1n’

Unllke the statlstlcs on R
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;% ' x ‘,‘,ﬁ.;.‘ﬁ;.,;w‘As expectedv ethhlc orlglns of the populatlon~resemblef ‘ g | : ‘f: z:i:ed Kipgdom :  :“‘ 4;2 ,fjizsi

. ; }the;r,parents; e E g , ; ; ’%%,0thér ?§W¥,-’f | ;;~ 21‘* »;5FQ§35 : ’5:17
| R A ‘i'Unknown l fﬁJWi j 18¥=$;“§3§;77 I

, ; ,more closely fhat of offehders ?han

w0
? N

lltﬂ(see Table 6o 3). : o?\?

g L S . : 65

REREY E, o i { 13 af 5o TOTAE ~— 2698 " Tos T

: ) y SR . "Chi-,squane =4 !2 on & d.f, S :‘-‘\, o ": "
. .~ EDHNIC ORIGIN OF PARENTS OF OFE‘ENDERS EEEE T Eﬁf ot stamiticant at. 058 soven . e
b N o Towet T K B g Total % Ty Sl Tl 6.3 2
{ o offefers ] 7 | Peoffemerel % i I - 1971 CENSUS DATA ON ETENIC ORTGIN Lo
- #boriginal - 2 e »;78_‘}, '9?8kb;2“1;170>254.9 P oo , S e L 0 {dn percentages) ey S
Other Australiam | 1401 [ 5t.9 | — M5 524 | 1816152.0 T i T
D | , . ,

T Continental Buropean { 464 | 17.1 ) 107 13.4 1\1 568fj, o o e Mal??(ﬁ Femalos . | 'TéfalA )
R #s9r peza |12 f19d | BN L Rt o} oTe2
ASiaﬁ . LR 5;5"8' NE OFi”iiiﬁ:.*  1 _ ‘»O;IF' - ? - ok e y 1{‘Cont1nental Europeanbﬁ 1Q¢5  o ‘808 f4 E -9¢§
ower | a |oes'y 5 foa o Dot I Tuo T’ﬂUmted Kinglon 1128 | 124 | a2 |
Unknowﬁ ,,~?   - ;/v1fsﬁﬁy ‘1M4;4'twiif ;,1115.6m¢ 5°1 ’0 159, !405:: Other CEE T A »1u7 L '_»,135&’ § 1.6 ”"" R i ?
: L IPOTAT, 4 2698 V100 b ;797. 100 - | 3495] 100 > . : | |
Chl-square = 61.6 on 5 dufp,(  R v

t"Aﬁsfraiian' Ty 75,0 "77»3

R - The blrthplace 0f Flrst Offenders and Be—offenders is ‘ ‘ .
Slgnlflcant at °01% le‘el L n ; .

'; very szmllar, but it dlffers s1gn1flcant1y for thelr -

'xj"parentsa' A larger number of the paren%s of 39,1\- AN

Ofg‘:izzrs Sk ‘Re-offeviders | % Total | %
Aborf‘gmi» o .;{j;;\f 109 ”’“‘4‘@0"’» L e 2oo$ 57
Other Mustzaliant | 1491 | 553 f . 424 I532 | RES LN |
' P;n Contlnental European~?‘ ;4ib _ 15°hg‘ E Tuf?OO ”7 i T%iﬁj“‘,'ﬂ’Sjc‘ 14,6 |
, " Uhnited K.Lngdom o . 594 22.0 |° 148 {‘..'18.,,5“ 1 742 21.2 .
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i other . .| 20 pot | R A
| Unlmmm o |24 | 0 m N (B2 S L
l — 2598"' 100ﬂ 797 100 3495 100 .

offenders are Aborlglnal and a smaller number are ‘3

: from.th@ Unlted.Kingdom or. frcm Europeﬂ,~A¢Q?”

(“\

(b) Perlbd of Resvdenc& in: Australla £

77 3% of”offenders Born.out81deéustralia have reslded ine L

Australla.for 5 or mare yeara befcre offend;ng (see : é;

A‘ﬂy)Tahle 6,4) Only io?%uhﬁve %een 1n.Auwtra11& for one;':‘;

_ year or less and 11 1% have been 1n,Austra11a f@r 2
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'5»0 %hlrds of offenders are sﬁu&ying and of the rebt,(pneuthlrd

‘f the more serlous antlmsoclal\act and/or he has dei“

‘4,?

'5°vvff
“””secondawy grades and only 8. 5% have reached upper Beeond»<

: iary~schoollngn

‘~are~unempgoyed,;;:u

_,ﬁam;llee,of 5.0r more children).

4%he~80010meconOM1cfﬁeale,

; of the worklng group heve had 2 or more Jobs°‘:

Jumt over Lwa—

o

f{’omen generallyo'

)

OffenderS)come predominanﬁly from large famllles, e(4§% :

, belong to femllles of 2 ~ 4 children and 43% belong ﬁo

ot

',‘Offenders from low soclo~economlc backgrounds rece1Ved”e

harsher penaltles than.those from f&mllles higher uy dne

Posslble reasons~suggestedtfor.;~

“this are that the low statu 3offender may'have oomm1t$ed

Coox

A

legal representatlnn.*bﬂ"yi i ‘e;.;: B ,‘, -f%g;,e W=

”here is a signlflcant degree of mobmllty among~offenders.«

Almoat a thlrd have attended 450r more schools, and 42%

&

wjus%‘¢v§$#«two~thirde of.offendersrhaveﬁreadhédllower!




T

S

o r’}"."f q’
b o

»;9;7 Populatlon fmguree on. ethnlc orlgln comnare-more el@aely ¢ , B . , i . o
“ .w1th those of offenders than gf thelr parenxs. 78 7% of S :f{" s f{g}f Reuoffenders come more frequently from largar famllmee (of ' ; o

voffenders are Australlan, 14 6% come from the Unlted Klngdom "5 OT more chlldren) than‘d° FlrSt'ﬁffenderS-

. - g . i PR : : - !

an&‘B%;':are EuTOPean“bY blithaa P ,," e ,‘ o %:’ | (3) Re~offenders are more mmblle than Flrst Offenders wmth re ik
N . . . B g . . " , - Ll
:“16.  The %ulk of offenders born: ou%eiﬁe Australla have re31ded . : ‘gard %O number Of SChOOIS attende& ';};gev | &
= here for a% least B years before DIfendlng. S ‘“=“"‘ ; E :{gg i (4) Re-offenders truant much more frequently than Flret Ofﬁ@nﬂ@rs':
The abOVe conclu51ons ape prov1ded s statlstlcal guldel‘““ for g 6&% of the former truanted compared te»18% of the 1atter‘ ,
l further reSearch in the fleld of Juvenll‘“dellnquency.rgij digcussed - ‘% (5) There is a larger degree of 1nstab111ty 1n the famllles of
8 G . g\ [
:PIev%ously9 the main 11m1tetlon of this approach is %he a\sence'of a ‘%’ ERe—offenders than 1n those of First Offénders. The parents. U
f;control ‘group of non—offenﬁzng Juvenlles.; By comparlng the character—‘ ::T of Re—offenders &re more frequently dxvorced senarated or ’
ﬁics of such.a group with those: of the. offendlng group’ 3ne can | = ‘ ;daeeased than those of Eirst Offenders¢
: g S \“ i’
- gssess with greater accmr&cy whether offenders-are more. I&kely to. t ' i : R
’ <ﬂ | e—efﬁenders llve lees frequently w1th both n&tural paren%s i , i
e fou in a low SOClD*GCDnomlC envmronment than are non- ffenders. £ . L
, L I | anu are more 1ndependent than Flrat Offenders. :
The conclusiam;that of*enﬁers tend to come from & low sncxo—ecaﬁomlc B ' S SN i o
§ S PR ) The blrthplace of Firet Offenders and Re~oifendprs is very ’

envlronment ip too easily mlslnterpreted as- -meaning. that low godio~ :
s:.ma.larc HoweVer, there 1s a larger number of Aborlglnal

4,-).

Tty —t

econﬂmlc envmronment 15 a causal factor in dellnquency,\\ﬁf eas ’t

B parents and a smaller umner of Euro ean er British - Yo
mhy merely e a refleetlon of the soclo-economlc status of the 5 - % p itish p§r9n¢s VWA' ;VJ
: ; ‘ L o ,f - among'Re—offenders than . among Flrst OffEnders.“; ERETS s S R
e POPulatlon at 1argeo o ; s “. S e : ok o L e p o . o o [ i
’ : t;: ' A ‘ﬂ?‘“ ) M e?g ' - (8) The perlod of reﬁl&ence in. Australla before foeﬁdlng, for e %
This: survey did however,. provide for a meaningfal comparison of R e e : 4
i o 8 ¥ ‘ \V }’ P ‘ i i 7 » R i R S S JuV@nlleS born outgide Australla is s1m11ar in.+he cages of . &
irst Offenlers and Re~offerders. The ing differ \ T A \m; : ; e
FlrS‘t‘ 0££ezx1era,and Re oi‘:,egderso '.lhe follq,w:vtng“cl:.tf,ferences_ were oo ANy R@wcxi‘a*ﬂew 4"and F:Lrst Offendersa S

ol

S

:found tO'Ee significant ;, o , - ‘
| éepenomlc status9 1arger famlllee, greater deqlf

,» Thusw lower s

(1) Rengffendere ave more freQuenxly empleyed 1n low sﬁatus 3obs s
; ‘gree of mdbellty, nore truancy and gre&ter megree of famlly 1n
B : \))1 R .
’es blllty dlfferengigte Re-offenders from Flrst Offenders.
,,:;,‘.,3@, R O s e T Lo

Jand 1ess freqﬁenxly emyloyed 1m.h1gh status jobs than are

”ﬂPlrst Offenders.' Thle also appll s to the parents of of— ,iﬁ“‘”

These reeult _are very s1m11ar to ﬁhosa of other stud;eS‘on

: uents in SouthnAustralla,\ Jamx021k (197?) studled

‘:~June, agse | He obﬂ




i

~malfunctmon, mere freque

'mobllity in the fammly;‘amdwlncrea51ng numbers of students and unr‘d '

amployed ameng ofﬂendersaz

~v:11kely tc recexve‘more»seVere penaltles than those n the hlgher

bracke%s, beceuSe th‘Jjwere 1ess frequé%tly represented by a 1awyer; - aﬁ:f;f,M.

fjset ef stressesllead;ngeie‘general scclal pathology",

30,

skllled ocoupatlons in a high proportlon of cases, and unr

‘employed o ee%lred in 13 &% of cases,f~39 4ﬂ of mothers

were working, either fullmtime or part--’cz.mee

{2) Aimos% half of %he sample belonged to famllles of‘S or ."fﬁ

e,

more chlldren and enlg 5% Were only chlldren,,

(3) Onewthiwd of the femdlles moved o a new addrese durlng

' the pefiod of the dhlld‘e supervision.

(4) 68 4% of offenders had 1e£t school : Iﬁ:ﬁhié

onrstﬁdent ‘

groupy 47¢7% were employed 1n'unsknlled jdbSn .

(5) There wes a hlstory of severe famlly dlfflcultles in
44 3% of caaes, eiﬁher through 111ness9 marltal dls-

hmmw,%mmmmswwﬂwmdwwworwwm ‘

RN

“A"

(6) 70 G% of the sample were llVlng at home, and 18d6% were ‘

11ving 1n a Departmental 1nst1tut10non'

(7) Where wae a 1d‘era$excentaae of Australlanrborn‘l‘rentq

o

samgle than in the communltyo;

Jamrozik (1973) then made a’ comparison of offenders.during %he {

permod 1954 to 19710' Agmﬁn he reported a hlgh 1nc1denee of famlly

‘mong offenders of the/lower SOOlO

: - § M

economlc s%ructure *han.; ong~those hlgher u.pv exce331ve gedéiaphlc S i
. : -‘}: i i ' L ’

\0

}also argued that offenders ;n the

lower socweueeonomme bra ,;appearmng Ln‘Juvenlle Courts were

e

_"e
T

Ioftua (1973) wrote thaﬁ “dellnquency was only one: outcome of a |

33

He gathered

147 :

with Flrst Offenders and observed that Rewoffenders had ﬁhe following

dlstlnguishlng eharacterlstlcs :

(1) Lower occupatlonal status for head of household
(2) Lower lncomes ﬁ |

(3) Larger faml:t.es e

(4) Tower f;pal level.ef scheoling, and more edﬁcatioﬁaiiy
backﬂard @ ‘

(5) Highan‘incidence ofkinternaiﬁmadfunction

These results were similar to Cohen 8 (1955), who found that

Re-offenders tend to be working clase, come from underprmvmleged

Ny jv oot

WOrkdnghclass homes, are grossly underachlevlng at school and are

»more llkiey to be truants.

i

*

~In conclus:*n 1t is strongly Tecommended that future research

kon\the SOClOlOglC&l background of juvenmle offenders 1ncludes a

4(4

comparlson between.the characteristlcs of the offending group of |

Juvenlles and ﬁhose of a group of nonrcfﬂenders. Iﬁ must bei

pointed out howeVer, that 1t wculd be dmfflcult to obtain the ‘e

© 'quired dats frnm & group"not havmng the statutory obllgatlon to o

= respond.u f:‘

) j':‘w";.’ e .‘:"(SQJ("{;B\LQLS"; :

Y

N
i:

»663 Flrst Offenders duriﬁg 1964, &md recoxded a.ré«offending

rate ef 35 6% wlthln %he next 4 yeareu He then eompared Renoffendersf )
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‘ : % 1 | Date of birth

; W place of birth o, e
Religion ; Age B Lo Sex
, | ; e i e

Health IR ‘ | et e ' ST |

¥

Disabilities AR -

*

ot A Sy iy i

Person with wtab"’i{f}iiving‘,al time ‘of{"allcged offence (and rels’iticnship-tt)'&%hild/yt)uth)' "

R

Other agencies involved -+

T ,’é&curmmwn STATUS = s

SR & . No. yeais at school

Xy

o No schools at\ié}nd‘ed‘ ; ‘

s % | Schoot attending or last attended | )
.| Truancy : N o e gy

R : © st | Highest level achieved R AL
L s U'/ “§ 1 Present ceeupation . 3 Wagd/Allowance

B a : 1 No, previous jobs ' - ‘ Occupation at time _ny alleged offence

FATHER

(e

" Name

o

&

Address

37
2
iR

i
.1—'f§3‘ TS

e
&0

Age

Fhd
R

| Oceupation

- || Weekly Income

Regularily of employment.

| Marital status

Bl U e e e R ’Ethmg origin

Siblings—Names and ages’

| 1 migrant, date and place of arrival in Ausiralia

,»  : C.hild"son'm (s legal gdar‘di‘im.
{Address o
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- ’ e ’ “ ~ ; Name . : N %a«,i_:x_f.‘,{-;i‘)ate of Bi:tk;.;.' :
.7 INSTRUCTIONS FOR PAGE 1 | SR 5
1t should be remembéred that j}xis.is a brief summary of a juvenile’s social . £
background. Any necessary,elaboration can be made in the following pages under L .
the appropriate headitlgs. = " 527 s, Lo : :
Previous «Oi’fences; o : “ ' E ,

Alt previous final court (and Panel) appearances must be Jisted (omit remands, o H
adjournments, etc.). S e . e v '
~ Use one line for each appearance as far as possible, particularly when a ;
juvenile has a long history of offences.  Abbreviations of charges ‘and results will be 7
necessary. _ o o ~ ‘ Ol

. “"‘\”‘ N [wi - 5,{1\ o «
" Personal ‘ ’ ® ¢
.. Keep comments on Health and Disabilities to a concise description; any
necessary elaboration can be made under Section 2 on the following pages.
O(fcdpaﬁomihl Status o ‘ i g
B v - L o i - i ]

" Truancy—if attending school and any truancy has occurred in the last six . "~ e W
months, give the number of days missed per week or fortnight, as applicable, R i

Present occupation—state the nature of the job and length of time the juvenile & :
has held that job, e.g., process worker—6 months; ‘unless; the juvenile 1s still at ’
school, in which case, write “student”, : &

‘ Qe : : s o

. Family, ... N e R L ; ‘
~Give details of both father and/ mother if bath are living, otherwise the prefix -~ PN
“step” may be addggi in appropriate cases. Details of complicated family R

- situations, e.g., separations, defacto relationships, shezld be given in Section 4 on - i
the following pages. Only basic essentials can be given here. - ' B N ;

Weekly income—give, gross income. , : i o

 Ethpic origin—specify Aboriginal, Chinese, German, English, Dutch, etc., do ’ 5
not simply use European or Asian. : IR , . :

' [T ’{,fz, : :
4 '
3 § R ‘ ! B
B
5, V iy :
S N )
ol Q . £ -
| S e AT RESTR Y B i
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ASPECTS T0.BE INCLUDED IN SOCIAL BACKGROUND REPORT
lese conﬁne remarks to these aspeets unless other mamm are. dxrcctly mlewm.
5; . 5) ‘ 1. Previous Asslstance and Responsaa ‘ b
S Attitude of child/youtt and 6 parents 1o this smd prevmus offerices, to the-
£ sacial worker's ass:stance in the past, ete, 7 )
. 2. Personal - ‘ : it
Health, s;gmﬁmnt relationships, chmcc ci‘ compamr:ms, 1msure pattems, genamf
¢haractcr dcsmptmn e
3 ﬂnlid’s/Youth’s I*ducmon and Occupaﬁon b
| Attitude to and: pcrformnncc at school and work (including any furthcr-
b education), ‘ , ;
£ Finaneial munagement, S
’ Job uhangps. s G 8
! mlmly ; ’ *
. Structure, relationships, health (and their mgmﬁcan,ce)
. Child's/Youth's attitudeto i‘nmlly :
- How docs family xdentif‘y itself in the commumty? 1
s ,5 Honie Managenent : I
o Ownership/rental; localily and adequacy, residential mobzhty, financial and homc g
N management, 3 ‘ : %
I 6. Other Signifienat Aspects
Any change in child’s place of residence-—reasons and effects, ,
) T Evn!untmn and Foture Plans o '
i ‘Future’ plans and gouls for the cluld/youth should be oxmmed o
;j:, Mention persans interviewed and_numb’cr ofgntervuews. 3” il
i : g ;
L
é,v
>
: .
i 7
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. APPEIDIX 2

The following mcatom :relammg to %he soémo»-economl bagkgm;{};

Pt
:‘,

,nd
W“ %ha offender snd -bhe rasul‘t; of his appearance in .mwnilé Ctm‘ri:

we:re coded o aimplify the Mail.ymia and dlsuuasion of resulﬂa

AT
NIRRT .
R,

Ocau@a%iom 4
iy i bnﬂensed imm 'bhe :f:‘ollowing categories
Imgh Sta{:us | o Proreasional, Teohmcal : A
Admmnistra%we, nxecutive SRR =
- ca.e:cics.l
Saleg! Worké:: : ' v )
Serviae,, Spoxrt and Recrea‘cmn Workem o \' L
e - Mogber of Armed Porces S d
. e Hog:;hfli Du‘bies (this was. nonsideréa ns a
| arate category in the cage ¢ t
ocenpation) * moth@r .
‘}_“_’w Statug = Farmew, therman, Hunter & Other Oui.door
i , wc:rkera
Miner, Quarryman or Heavy Plant Worker
Transport and Communications :
: Umftaman, Pr&duction ox Progess Workex*s | - 1
Labourer T S
: ‘I’ersm not ixi}Workfoa:ce 8y Peneione‘m; i [
. Domeutic ' S » - |
o & Apprentice |
da. Qaol or Im ‘,.,,:i.tut:i.cn j
- Innate of Mental Instn.tut:.on
Studen'&: U
: Unemployed or Imdaqw&aly déssgmbed
 Usleriown, o Deceased ;3‘?—\ L e
| Tha.a greu;p:,ng m adml‘ttedly of mxf’xarbitrary nature.
Injcomes 7 B R, ;;@ Lo
o \\"‘; ) ) : e mpﬁ., kc‘v), ‘ ax
o The :mcomes of pareni:s of - o;t‘fa:nders We\re grouped. Anto the rollowm
:mg categomes ’ |
{9 w Less th&n $1 OO per weelc o
N 3’6100 to 35120 per week ;W
Above avert\age = more ’chan $1 O per weeki v el TR
. \\\ b : 5 - i, MV s : N ;
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