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The Clerk1s Vocabulary, Book One/Criminal Actions, and Book Two/ 

Civil Actions are designed to aid court support personnel in understanding 

the daily operation of the courts. These booklets are not a compre­

hensive study of all words used in our court system. Instead, the 

booklets are a guide to help explain the more commonly used words in 

a simplified form. 

The purpose of these booklets is to provide a beginning from 

which a basic framework of court procedures can be quickly developed. 

In addition, the booklets should provide an easy reference guide to 

those persons who use the terminology covered in each booklet. 

It is hoped that court support personnel will be able to perform 

their varied duties with greater confidence after completing each 

booklet. 
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---------------------------------------------------------------

In the United States each state has its own court system, but 

common to each is the division of court proceedings into two distinct 

categories--criminal actions and civil actions. Book One of this 

program deals with criminal actions. Book Two focuses on civil actions. 

Criminal and civil actions involve a variety of procedures and processes. 

Thus, it is important to keep in mind that these booklets will emphasize 

processes and procedures only to the extent that they provide a frame­

work for learning the vocabulary words. 

The Clerks' Vocabu1ary, Book One/Criminal Actions and Book Two/ 

Civil Actions are designed to maximize the usage of each word. The 

books present one new vocabulary word at a time. In the box on the 

left margin is a brief, legal definition of the new word. Following 

each definition is an example of the correct legal usage of the word 

which is underlined. For example: 

A DEFI NITION is a word or phrase A defi niti on is presented in the 

expressing the essentiaZ nature left-hand margin with the new word 

or meaning of a specific term. capitalized for easy recognition. 

Before proceeding to the next word please make sure you grasp the new 

word and its proper usage. 

You may recoqnize some of these words from their common usage. 

Hopefully, you will now learn what the words mean when used in relation 

to court proceedings. At the conclusion of each section, you will find 

a itSelf-Review Paragraph II based on the words in that section. Also at 
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the end of each section is IIUsing Words in Context ll which provides the 

opportunity to create your own sentence using each word from that 

section. If you cannot fill in the blank without checking back 3nd 

write an original sentence using the word, PLEASE REREAD THE SECTION. 

These two exercises are important because they demonstrate that you 

have grasped the new words in that section. 

Upon finishing the entire booklet, you will find a IISummary 

Matching Exercise. 1I Hopefully you will be able to accurately match 

the correct word with its legal definition. If you cannot, please 

note those words you missed and review them. In order to use each 

book as a quick reference mini-dictionary, after you have completed 

this program, an IIIndex ll is provided at the end. 

REMEMBER: These are individualized and self-instructive booklets. 

They are designed to help you check how well you know the words 

included in each booklet. How well you know these words is directly 

related to how well you do your job. 

- v -
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CRIMINAL ACTION COMPLAINT MAGISTRATE 

WARRPNT OF ARItST CHARCf ARREST 

A CRIMINAL ACfIQ\J is a legal 
procedure in which a contro­

versy involving a public of­

fense is settled in a court 

of lO);). 

FOR EXAMPLE. A BIJRGLAR CAUGHT BY 

THE POLICE WILL HAVE A CRIMINAL 

ACTION BROUGHT AGAINST HIM BY THE 

STATE TO PUNISH HIM FOR THAT OFFENSE A PRIVATE CITIZEN ALSO HAS 

THE RIGHT TO BEGIN A CRIMINAL ACTION AGAINST ANOTHER PERSON, BUT 

WHETHER IT STARTS WITH THE STATE OR A CITIZEN, OUR LEGAL SYSTEM IS 

BASED ON THE IDEA THAT A SUSPECT IS INNOCENT UNTIL PROVEN GUILTY 

IN A COURT OF LAW. 

TO GUARANTEE THIS IMPORTANT INDIVIDUAL PROTECTION AND ALL OTHER 

CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS, SPECIFIC PROCEDURES MUST BE FOLLOWED IN EVERY 

CRIMINAL ACTION BEFORE THE COURTS. IN A CASE WHERE THE SUSPECT IS 

NOT CAUGHT IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE COMMISSION OF A CRIME; THE 

FIRST STEP IN BEGINNING A CRIMINAL ACTION IS WRITING A COMPLAINT. 
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A CQ'YPLAINT is an official ac­
cusation that a person has bro­

ken the lawJ with the specific 

intent of proving the accusation 

is true in a court of law. 

A COMPLAINT MAY BE FILED BY 

A CITIZEN WITNESSING THE ACT 

OR BY THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY BASED ON FACTS GATHERED BY THE POLICE. 

FOR EXAMPLE, A COMPLAINT MAY BE FILED AGAINST A BURGLAR BY THE 

VICTIM OF THE CRIME. A COMPLAINT IS FILED IN A MUNICIPAL COURT. 

ONCE THE POLICE IDENTIFY A SUSPECT, THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY WILL TAKE 

THE COMPLAINT BEFORE A MAGISTRATE. 

A ~1AGISTRATE is a pub lic officeX' 
having the authority to issue 

warrants authorizing the capture 

of public offenders. 

A MAGISTRATE IS NOT ALWAYS A 

JUDICIAL OFFICER BUT THE TERM 

IS GENERALLY APPLIED TO A 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE OR A JUSTICE OF A POLICE COURT. A COMPLAINT 

MADE WITH A MAGISTRATE MUST SHOW A STRONG LIKELIHOOD THAT A SPECIFIC 

CRIMINAL OFFENSE HAPPENED AND 'ALSO THAT THE PERSON TO BE TAKEN INTO 

CUSTODY COMMITTED THAT CRIME. RETURNING TO THE PREVIOUS EXAMPL.E, 

THE DISTRICT ATTO~~EY MUST SHOW THE MAGISTRATE THAT A BURGLARY TOOK 

PLACE AND THAT A CERTAIN INDIVIDUAL DID IT. WHEN SUCH PROOF IS 

PRESENTED, THE MAGISTRATE WILL ISSUE A WARRANT OF ARREST. 
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A WAR~ OF ARREST is an 
order issued and signed by a 

magistrat~ directing a police 

officer to capture the person 

named by the warrant for the 

offense it indicates. 

BY WAY OF EXAMPLEt THE DISTRICT 

ATTORNEY MAKES A COMPLAINT WITH A 

MAGISTRATE AGAINST HARRY BUNK. THE 

COMPLAINT SHOWS A DEFINITE P~JBABI­

LITY THAT A BURGLARY WAS COMMITTED 

BY BUNK. THEREFORE, THE MAGISTRATE ISSUES A WARRANT OF ARREST FOR 

BUNK ON A CHtlRGE OF BURGLARY. 

A CHARGE tells what the 

perso~ is accused of in 

'legal form. 

THUS THE ACCUSATION AGAINST BUNK IN 

THE WARRANT OF ARREST IS A CHARGE 

BECAUSE IT IS WRITTEN IN A LEGAL 

DOCUMENT. WHEN A POL! CE OFFI CER ENFORCES A WARRANT OF ARREST HE 

MUST TAKE A PERSrn INTO CUSTODY FOR THE PURPOSE OF HOLDING HIM TO 

ANSWER THE CHARGE IT SPECIFIES. THIS IS AN ARREST. 

An ARf£ST is the taking 

away of a person's liberty 

by legal authority. 

IN OUR EXAMPLE, THE POLICE 

MUST ARREST BUNK ON A 

CHARGE OF BURGLARY. WHILE 

EMERGENCY SITUATIONS REQUIRE PROMPT POLICE ACTION, ALL OTHER ARRESTS 

SHOULD BE MADE WITH A WARRANT. A WARRANT OF ARREST ORDERS THE 

OFFICER TO ACT BY THE AUTHORITY OF THE MAGISTRATE. IT SERVES TO 

PROTECT BOTH THE POLICE AGAINST CHARGES OF FALSE IMPRISONMENT AND 

THE PUBLIC FROM ABUSE Of THE POWER TO ARREST. 
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SELF-REV! HI 

SUppO.6e. that an. .tnve..t.:Ugo.,Uon by :the. poUc.e. On an e.uomon 

.6c.he.me. unc.ove.M a .6U6pe.d. The. poUc.e. de.pCULtme.n.t .tnnoJc.mO the. 

cU...6:tJUd a;t;tolr.YLey and he. lLe.g-i..6te)r.f., a wUh a c.oWl.t 

----- agcU.YL.6t the. .6 U6 pe.d. The. c.on.tcU.YL.6 a 

--- 06 e.uoJL:Uon agcU.YL.6t the. .6 U6 pe.d. 16 the. cU...6:tJUct 

a;t;tolr.YLe.y ha6 e.nough plLoo6 ,to .6Uppo4't the. , the. -----
will -i..6.6ue. a FoUow.tng the. , a 

________ wlU be. .6tOAte.d ~cU.YL.6t the. .6U6pe.d by the. 

.6ta:te.. PLEASE CHECK YOUR /lNSWERS 

NOTE: IF YOU HAVE MISSED /lNY WORDS IN THIS SELF-REVIEW TEST, IT 

~~OULD BE TO YOUR ADV/lNTAGE TO REREAD THIS SECTION TO INSURE THAT 

YOU LNDERSTAND THE WORDS COVERED. 

USING WORDS IN CONTEXT: WRITE A SENTENCE THAT DEMONSTRATES YOU 

HAVE GRASPED THE MEANING OF EACH WORD. 

1. _____ , _______________________________________ _ 

2. _____________________________________________ __ 

3. __________________________________________ __ 

4. _____________________________________________ __ 

5. ____________________________________________ __ 

6. ___________________________________________ __ 
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ACCUSED ADPEAIWHI PET IT HlJ 

HJ1J3EAS mwus MISJBIEJlNOR FEl(lJY 

DISMISSAL P~LIMINARY HEARING 

REMEMBER THAT A SUSPECT ICES NOT LOOSE HIS RIGHTS AS A CITIZEN 

WHILE UNDER ARREST, FOR THE ACCUSED IS PRESUMED INNOCENT UNTIL 

PROVEN GUILTY IN A COURT OF LAW. 

ACCUSED ia the proper name of 

a person againat whom a charge 

has been made. 

RETURNING TO THE EXAMPLE IN SECTION 

ONE, BUNK IS THE ACCUSED BEING 

CHARGED WITH BURGLARY. 

TO PROTECT CITIZENS FROM BEING HELD IN JAIL UNJUSTLY, THE ACCUSED 

M.JST BE GIVEN A COURT APPEARAr'JCE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE FOLLOWINS HIS 

ARREST. 

APPEARflNCE is the word used to 

indicate any time the accused 

comes before the court. 

SINCE THE ACCUSED IS PRESUMED 

INNOCENT, IT IS VITAL THAT HE 

BE GIVEN AN APPEARANCE AS SOON 

AS POSSIBLE UNDER THE CONSTITUTIONAL GUARANTEE OF DUE PROCESS. 
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IF THE ACCUSED BELIEVES THAT ~E IS BEING FALSELY HELD BY THE POLICE, 

HE MAY HAVE rlIS LA~vER SUBMIT A PETITION TO THE COURT TO SECURE HIS 

RELEASE. 

A PEfITI aIJ is an app Zication in 
writing to a court requesting 

the court to use its power to 

correct an injustice. 

A WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS. 

A WRIT OF HPBEAS mPFUS is an 
order bringing the accused 

before a court to determine 

whether he has been de~ied 

liberty by due process. The 

only function of this writ is 

to reZease from unlawful 

imprisonment. 

WHILE THERE ARE MANY TYPES OF 

PETITIONS, THERE IS A SPECIAL 

PETITION DESIGNED TO FREE THE 

ACCUSED FROM UNJUST ARREST CALLED 

A ~RIT OF HABEAS CORPUS DOES NOT 

DETERMINE THE INNOCENCE OR GUILT 

OF THE ACCUSED. IT IS USED ONLY 

TO BRING THE ACCUSED BEFORE A MAGIS­

TRATE WHEN THE PRISONER IS NOT GIVEN 

A PROMPT COURT APPEARANCE. 

FOR EXAMPLE, FOLLOWING HIS ARREST BUNK FEELS THAT HE IS BEING 

UNJUSTLY DETAINED. HE HAS HIS ATTORNEY ENTER A PETITION FOR A 

WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUSo WHEN BUNK MAKES HIS APPEARANCE LNDER TI-lE 

WRIT HE WILL BE GIVEN HIS FREEDOM IF HE HAS NOT BEEN PROPERLY CHARGED 

OR IF HE HAS BEEN DENIED SOME OTHER LEGAL RIGHT. BUNK'S INNOCENCE OR 

GUILT DOES NOT AFFECT HIS RIGHT TO DUE PROCESS. IF THE POLICE 

INFRINGE ON THESE RIGHTS, THE ACCUSED WILL BE RELEASED BY A WRIT OF 

HABEAS CORPUS. 

USUALLY THE FIRST APPEARANCE OF THE ACCUSED IS TO EXAMINE THE ARREST 

PROCEDURES. REMEMBER THE ACCUSED MUST BE CHARGED WITH A SPECIFIC 
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CRIMINAL OFFENSE OR HE MAY GET RELEASED WITH A WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS. 

FOLLOWING ARREST A MAGISTRATE (OR SOME OTHER JUDICIAL OFFICI:R) HAS 

THE SOLE AUTHORITY TO FREE THE ACCUSED FROM CUSTODY. IN CASES OF 

MINOR OFFENSES, THE MAGISTRATE HAS THE AUTHORITY TO DISPOSE OF THE 

ENTIRE MATTER AT THE FIRST APPEARANCE OF THE ACCUSED. THIS IS WHAT 

USUALLY HAPPENS IN MOST MISDEMEANOR VIOLATIONS. 

A MISDEMEANOR is a minor offense 

generaZZy punishabZe by payment 

of a penaZty to the state or by 

imprisonment for a short time in 

a aounty jaiZ. 

OFFENSES SUCH AS DISTURBING 

THE PEACE, PUBLIC DRUNKEN­

NESS, AND MALICIOUS MISCHIEF ARE EXAMPLES OF COMMON MISDEMEANORS IN 

\~HICH SMALL SUMS OF MONEY AND RELATIVELY SHORT JAIL TERMS ARE THE 

PUNISHMENT. 

WHILE A MAGISTRATE MAY DISPOSE OF THESE MINOR VIOLATIONS AT THE 

FIRST APPEARANCE OF THE ACCUSED, A MUCH MORE COMPLICATED PROCEDURE 

IS USED IN THE CASE OF A FELONY. 

A FEl~Y is a arime of a more 
serious nature than a misdemeanor. 

It is generaZZy punishabZe by 

imprisonment in a state peneten­

tiary for a number of years. 

MURDER, RAPE, TREASON, AND 

BURGLARY ARE EXAMPLES OF COMMON 
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FELONIES. IN THE CASE OF BUNK THE ACCUSED BURGLAR, HE HAS BEEN 

CHARGED WITH A SERIOUS FELONY. 

IN CRIMINAL ACTIONS INVOLVING FELONIES OR SERIOUS MISDEMEANORS, 

THE ACCUSED MUST BE GIVEN A PRELIMINARY HEARING FOLLOWING HIS 

FIRST COURT APPEARANCE. 

A PIf:UMINARY HEARING is a THE PRELIMINARY HEARING DOES NOT 

DETERMINE THE GUILT OR INNOCENCE 

OF THE ACCUSED. IT ONLY DETERMINES 

IF THERE IS A STRONG INDICATION THAT 

THE ACCUSED COMMITTED A CRIMINAL 

aourt appearanae at whiah the 

magistrate deaides if there 

is enough proof against the 

aaaus ed to make it worth the 

time and expense of the state 

to aontinue the aPiminaZ, 

aation. OFFENSE. IN OUR EXAMPLE, BUNK IS 

CHARGED WITH A FELONY. HE IS GIVEN 

A PRELIMINARY HEARING IN WHICH THE MAGISTRATE DECIDES IF THERE IS 

REASON TO PURSUE THE CASE AGAINST BUNK ON THE BURGLARY CHARGE. 

IF THE MAGISTRATE DECIDES THE STATE DOES NOT HAVE A STRONG ENaJGH 

CASE AGAINST THE ACCUSED, HE DISMISSES THE CHARGE. 

A DISMISSAL is a judiaiaZ 
deaision disposing of a aase 

by sending it out of aourt 

without settUr.g the issues 

invoZved in the aontroversy. 

WHEN A CRIMINAL ACTION IS 

DISMISSED AT A PRELIMINARY 

HEARING, THE GUILT OR INNOCENCE OF THE ACCUSED IS NOT DETERMINED. 

THE ACCUSED MUST ,~E SET FREE, BUT IF THE STATE FINDS NEW PROOF, THEN 

ANOTHER WARRANT OF A~REST IS ISSUED. THE SUSPECT MAY BE ARRESTED 
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AGAIN ON THE NEW WARRANT WITHOUT VIOLATING HIS RIGHTS, BECAUSE A 

DISMISSAL IS NOT A DETERMINATIQ~ OF INNOCENCE. 

SELF-f£VIEW 

F oUow..Lng ft,Lo aMe6:t:th e. e.x:to ll.:tLo n .6 u!.J pe. ct JA 

ctUowe.d :to :te1.e.phone. ft,Lo lawyVt.. Whe.n h.f...6 a:ttalLne.y aJVr...tVe6 I he. 

..Lmme.ciLtLte1.y e.n.:te.Jr.6 a. 6olt- a. :to 

1te1.e.aJ:, e. h.f...6 cUe.n.:t. The. aUOW.6 :the. a.c.c.u!.J e.d 

an. be.fiolte. a. ma.g,.f...6:t1ttLte. :to de.:te.ltmtne. -<-6 he. ha6 be.e.n 

un j w.. ily de.:ta...Ln e.d • 

The. ha6 be.e.n c.ha./tge.d wUh a. • Ex:toJr.,t,[on JA oa./t 

molte. .6 vUow.. a.n 06 fie.n..o e. :than. a. .6-<-mple. } an.d.6 0 Lt 

c.aJVr...te..o a. molte. .6 e.ve.lte. pun.,Uhme.n.:t. The. ma.gJAiJutte. de.:te.Jt.rrl..Lne..o :that 

:the. ha6 no:t be.e.n de.n...Le.d h.f...6 tU.gh.t6 uf'lde.lt :the. law. 

HCMJe.ve.!t , :the. lawye.1t 06 :the. a.6.6U1te6 ft,Lo cll.e.n.:t:that he. 

will ge.:t a. at :the. _______ _ 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR ANSWERS 

NOTE: IF YOU HAVE MISSED ANY WORDS IN THIS SELF-REVIEW TEST, IT 

WOULD BE TO YOUR ADVANTAGE TO REREAD THIS SECTION TO INSURE THAT 

YOU UNDERSTAND THE WORDS COVERED. 

-9-
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USING WORDS IN CONTEXT: WRITE A SENTENCE THAT DEMONSTRATES YOU 

HAVE GRASPED THE MEANING OF EACH WORD. 

1. ________________________________________________ _ 

2. ______________________________________________ ___ 

3. ______________________________________________ ___ 

4. ________________________________________________ _ 

5. ______________________________________________ ___ 

60 ______________________________________________ ___ 

70 ______________________________________________ _ 

8. ______________________________________________ ___ 
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BAIL BAI L IDJD REfvY\ND JURISDICrION 

COlI VENUE INDI moo INFO~TION 

IF THE MAGISTRATE DETERMINES AT THE PRELIMINARY HEARING THAT 

FURTHER COURT ATTENTION IS NEEDED, HE MUST THEN SETTLE THE QUESTION 

OF BAIL. 

To mIL a prisoner is to 

gain his release from custody 

by assuring his appearance at 
a time and place designated 

by the aourt to resume the 
oriminal aotion against him. 

THUS THE ACCUSED IS FREED 

FROM JAIL BY AGRE~ING TO 

RETURN LATER TO ANSWER THE CHARGE AGAINST HIM. BUT HOW CAN THE 

COURT BE SURE THAT ONCE BAILED THE ACCUSED WILL NOT FLEE FROM 

PROSECUTI{)\J'? THE COURT GAINS ASSURANCE BY MEANS OF A BAIL BOND. 

The BAIL BOND is an obligation 

s.igned by the aocused (and 

those helping to pay the 

deposit) that this deposit 

will be lost to the state if 

the aaoueed does not meet the 

aonditions established by the 

aourt. 

-11-

THE AMOUNT OF THE DEPOSIT FOR THE 

BAIL BOND IS USUALLY DETERMINED BY 

THE SERIOUSNESS OF THE CRIME AND ANY 

PREVIOUS CRIMINAL RECORD OF THE 

ACCUSED. 

RETURNING TO OUR EXAMPLE, BUNK HAS 



NO PREVIOUS RECORD, SO THE MAGISTRATE SETS THE BAIL BOND AT 

$5,000 ENTIRELY ON THE BASIS OF THE CRIMINAL CHARGE AGAINST 

BUNK. WHILE BUNK DOES NOT HAVE THAT MUCH CASH AVAILABLE, HE 

USES PROPERTY OF THAT VALUE AS THE DEPOSIT. IN THE MORE SERIOUS 

FEUNIES, BAIL MAY BE DENIED THE ACCUSED. IN SUCH CASES THE 

COURT ORDERS THE ACCUSED REMANDED TO THE SHERIFF FOLUJtJING THE 

PRELIMINARY HEARING. 

REMAND is the ZegaZ term 

for returning the accused 
to custody to await further 

action. 

IN ANOTHER EXAMPLE, IF THE ACCUSED IS 

BROUGHT BEFORE A MAGISTRATE ON A WRIT 

OF HABEAS CORPUS, THE MAGISTRATE 

HEARS THE CASE AND EITHER FREES THE PRISONER OR REMANDS HIM. 

ONCE THE ISSUE OF BAIL IS SETTLED, THE ACCUSED MUST AWAIT ACTION BY 

A COURT OF GENERAL JURISDICTION. 

JURISDICTION is the legaZ 
right by which a judicial 

officer exercises authority. 

It is the authority~ 

capaci ty.J and power to 

act in a tegaZ action. 

IN THE MORE SERIOUS CRIMES A MAGISTRATE 

DOES NOT HAVE THE JURISDICTION TO 

IMMEDIATELY DISPOSE OF A CASE UNLESS THE 

ACCUSED ADMITS GUILT. WHEN THE ACCUSED 

DOES NOT ADMIT GUILT, THE CASE MUST GO 

TO A COURT OF UNLIMITED JURISDICTION WHICH HAS THE AUTHORITY TO ACT ON 

SUCH MATTERS. COURTS OF LIMITED JURISDICTION ARE THE JUSTICE AND 

MUNICIPAL COURTS. THE SUPERIOR COURT HAS UNLIMITED JURISDICTION AND 

ALSO SERVES AS AN APPELLATE COURT FOR THE JUSTICE AND MUNICIPAL COURTS. 

ANOTHER EXAMPLE, A TRIAL COURT AND AN APPELLATE COURT ARE COURTS 

HAVING DIFFERENT JURISD[CTIONS. THE TRIAL COURT HAS ORIGINAL 

JURISDICTION IN A CRIMINAL ACTION, WHILE THE APPELLATE COURT HAS 



~URISDICTION Q\JLY IN CASES ALREADY HEARD BY A TRIAL COURT. BUT 

WHERE DOES A COURT GET ITS JURISDICTION? 

BECAUSE OF OUR COMMON LAW HERITAGE, COURT DECISIONS MAKE UP MUCH 

OF OUR LAW. BUT THESE DECISIONS MUST BE SUPPLEMENTED BY STATUTES 

AND CODES PASSED BY THE LEGISLATURE. 

THE MOTOR VEHICLE CODE IS A GOOD 

EXAMPLE OF A COLLECTION OF STATUTES 

IN A FORM FOR BETTER USE BY CITIZENS 

A CODE is a collection and 

classification of laws in a 

system which makes them 

available in a usable form 

by citizens~ lowyer8~ and the 

courts. 
AND COURTS. IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY 

OF THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE TO 

MAKE THESE CODES WHICH GIVE THE COURTS JURISDICTION. 

JURISDICTION IS OFTEN CONFUSED WITH THE WORD VENUE. 

VENUE is the place where an 

act is said to be committed. 

VENUE DOES NOT REFER TO 

JURISDICTION AT ALL. 

REMEMBER JURISDICTION IS 

THE COURT'S AUTHORITY TO 

DECIDE A CASE; VENUE DESIGNATES THE PARTICULAR COUNTY OR CITY IN 

WHICH A COURT WITH JURISDICTION MAY HEAR AND DECIDE A PARTICULAR CASE. 

LET'S LOOK AT AN EXAMPLE TO CLARIFY THIS DISTINCTION. BUNK IS ACCUSED 

OF A BURGLARY WHICH HAPPENED IN KING CITY. THEREFORE, THE GENERAL 

COURT IN KING CITY IS THE PLACE WITH THE AUTHORITY TO DECIDE THE 

CRIMINAL ACTION AGAINST BUNK. THE STATE CRIMINAL CODE PROVIDES THE 
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GENERAL COURTS WITH JURISDICTION IN FELONY CASES. AND THE KING CITY 

GENERAL COURT HAS VENUE BECAUSE THE CRIME OCCURED IN THAT CITY. TO 

SUM UP, BUNK IS FREE ON BAIL AWAITING AN APPEARANCE IN THE DESIGNATED 

VENUE IN A COURT WITH JURISDICTION IN HIS FELONY CASE. 

RECALL THAT THE ACCUSED MUST BE CHARGED WITH AN OFFENSE SOON AFTER 

HIS ARREST OR HE MAY GAIN RELEASE BY A WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS. BUT 

BEFORE THE ACCUSED APPEARS IN A COURT OF GENERAL JURISDICTION HE IS 

FORMALLY CHARGED WITH A SPECIFIC CRIMINAL OFFENSE. THIS CHARGE LIMITS 

THE LEGAL ISSUES OF THE CASE AND SERVES AS THE FORMAL NOTIFICATION OF 

THE EXACT CHARGE AGAINST THE ACCUSED. THIS FORMAL CHARGE CAN BE MADE 

IN EITHER OF TWO DIFFERENT WAYS. 

IN THE MAJORITY OF CASES, INFORMATION IS DRAWN BY THE PROSECUTING 

ATTORNEY FOLLOWING THE PRELIMINARY HEARING. 

INFORMATION is an accusation 
serving fonnal notification 

to the ac(!used of the exact 

charge agains t him. This 

document is prepared by the 

district attorney without a 

grand ju~ investigativn. 

THE SECO'JD METHOD OF A 

FORMAL CHARGE IS BY INDICTMENT. 

An INDIcrrerr is a written 

accusation charging a person 

with a specific crime made by 

a grand ju~ investigation. 

BECAUSE THE GRAND JURY 

FUNCTIONS MAINLY AS AN 

. . 

, .' ;. ,'··:·I 
, I' : .. :'.~ 
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INVESTIGATIVE BODY INTO CASES OF PUBUC CORRLJPTIO'J, INFORMATI()\J 

WRITTEN DY THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY IS THE USUAL METHOD OF PRESENTING 

A FORMAL CHARGE. BUT IF THE GRAND JURY DISCOVERS ANY ILLEGAL 

ACTIVITY, IT ISSUES AN INDICTt~ENT HAVING THE SAME FUNCTION AS 

INFORMATION DRAWN BY THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY. 

IN CRIMINAL ACTIONS AN INFORMATION OR INDICTMENT IS FILED IN A 

SUPERIOR COURT AND A COMPLAINT IS FILED IN A JUSTICE COURT OR 

MUNICIPAL COURT. 

IN THE BUNK CASE THE ORIGINAL COMPLAINT IS ISSUED BY THE DISTRICT 

ATTORNEY. SINCE HIS OFFICE INVESTIGATES AND PURSUES THE CASE, THE 

INFORMATION IS WRITTEN FOLLOWING THE PRELIMINARY HEARING WITHOUT 

ANY REFERENCE TO A GRAND JURY PROCEEDING. 

SELF-REVIEW 

The. ac.c.U6 e.d dOell not get a cf,{,6mu.,.6 at a;t :the plLeUmbtaJty 

hecvUng and,fA to :the. .6 heJri.. 66 . Howe.VeIL, hM otioMey 

aMangell to hM We.nt by pO.6:Ung :the. $J 0 ,000 depo/.),u.6et 

by the. c.oWLt a6 :the. A..YL;th,fA c.a6e.. FJr.om the. __ _ 

c.ode. the dLoWct otiOh.ne.y dJr.OWJ.> :the. ______ U6e.d to 

noU6y :the. ac.c.U6 ed 06 :the. exact c.haJr.ge. aga..i.l1J.lt hA..m. ' 1 YL mO.6t 

cJU.nU.nal actLol1J.l, ,fA U6e.d bec.aU6e. the. gJr.and juJuj 

dOell YLot have. the. time oJ/. Jr.e..6 OMC.ell to bM.l1g 6 oIL 

aLe n e1.0 I1Y c.a6 ell • WhLte:th e ac.c.U6 e.d owcU.t6 pILO.6 e. c.uu.o n. A..11 a c.o t.tJrX. 

06 gel1e.ILal I h,fA £owye.Jr. tJr.f..ell to get a c.hang e. 06 

___ be.c.cU1J.Je. 06 aU. :the pubUcUy. PLEASE CHECK YOUR ANSWERS 

NOTE: IF YOU HAVE MISSED ANY WORDS IN THIS SELF-REVIEW TEST, IT 
WOULD BE TO YOUR ADVANTAGE TO REREAD THIS SECTICk'J TO INSURE THAT 

YOU UNDERSTAND THE WORDS COVERED. 
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USING WORDS IN CONTEXT: WRITE A SENTENCE THAT DEMONSTRATES YOU 

HAVE GRASPED THE MEANING OF EACH WORD. 

1, ____________________________________________________ _ 

2. ______________________________________________________ __ 

3. _____________________________________________________ __ 

4. ______________________________________________________ __ 

50 __________________________________________________ __ 

6. __________________________________________________ _ 

7. _______________________________________________________ , 

8. _____________________________________________________ __ 
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PRJCESS BEN01 WMRJ1NT CIliNDAR ACTION 

roCKEr ARMI (jIJr£NT JlJ.l.EGATICX'J PLEA IB1JRRER 

IN CRIMINAL ACTIONS WHICH DO INVOLVE A GRAND JURY INDICTMENT, THE 

ACCUSED IS BROUGHT TO COURT BY MEANS OF A PROCESS. 

A PROCESS is generaZZy used 
to foroe a person to oompZy 

with the wiZZ of the oourt. 

A PROCESS IS GENERALLY USED TO FORCE 

THE ACCUSED TO APPEAR IN COURT. IF 

THE ACCUSED IS NOT UNDER ARREST AT 

THE TIME OF THE INDICTMENT, THE COURT ISSUES A SPECIAL PROCESS 

CALLED A BENCH WARRANT. 

A BEN01 WARRJWT is a prooess 
issued by a oourt from the 
benoh for the arrest of a 

person named in an indiot­
ment. 

IN AWINSTANCE WHERE A 

BENCH WARRANT IS USED TO 

ARREST A SUSPECT, THE INDICTMENT PRECEDES THE PRELIMINARY HEARING. 

HOWEVER, FURTHER PROSECUTION IS THE SAME AS WHEN INFORMATION IS 

USED AS THE FORMAL NOTIFICATION TO THE ACCUSED OF THE CHARGE AGAINST 

HIM. 
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AFTER THE INDICTMENT IS DELIVERED OR THE INFORMATION IS PREPARED, 

THE CASE IS NOTED ON THE COURT CALENDAR. 

The CALENDAR is a chronological 

listing of oases setting out 

the order in which they will 

be brought before the court. 

IT IS THE DUTY OF THE 

COURT CLERK TO MAINTAIN 

THE CALENDAR ESTABLISHING THE ORDER IN WHICH ACTIONS WILL BE 

BROUGHT BEFORE THE COURT. 

An ACTION i8 an ordinary 

proceeding in a court of 

justice in which the 

acaused is prosecuted for 

punishment of a public 

offen8e. 

FOR EXAMPLE, THE BUNK CASE IS PUT 

ON THE CALENDAR BY THE COURT CLERK 

AFTER THE INFORMATION IS DRAWN BY 

THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY. THE DISTRICT 

ATTORNEY AWAITS PROSECUTION OF BUNK 

UNTIL THE ACTION COMES UP ON THE CALENDAR. THE NUMBER OF ACTIONS 

BEFORE A COURT DETERMINES HOW LONG THIS WAIT ISo 

THE COURT CALENDAR IS SOMETIMES REFERRED TO AS THE TRIAL DOCKET, 

BUT IT IS ONLY ONE KIND OF DOCKET. 

A OOO<ET is a book crm tain­

ing brief entrie8 of all 

the important parts of each 

aotion before a oourt. 

THE DOCKET ASSISTS THE FUNCTIONING 

OF THE COURT BY PROVIDING A SUMMARY 

OF EVENTS. THE DOCKET IS A SOURCE 

OF EASY REFERENCE FOR COURT OFFICIALS 

BOTH DURING AND FOLLOWING AN ACTION. 
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THE FIRST APPEARANCE OF THE ACCUSED FOLLOWING NOTIFICATION OF 

THE FORMAL CHARGE AGAINST HIM IS FOR ARRAIGNMENT. 

ARRAIGNMENT consists of a 
magistrate calling the accused 

before the court~ reading him 

the indictment or information~ 

asking him if he is guilty or 

innocent of the charge~ and 

advising him of his legal 
rights. 

A PLEA is the response of 

the accused to the for.mal 

charge against him at the 

arraignment. 

BUNK ENTERS A PLEA OF NOT 

GUILTY TO THE BURGLARY 

CHARGE SPECIFIED IN THE 

IT IS AT THE ARRAIGNMENT THAT BUNK 

HAS THE FIRST OPPORTUNITY TO ANSWER 

THE FORMAL CHARGE AGAINST HIM. HE 

DOES THIS BY ENTERING A PLEA. 

INFORMATION READ TO HIM AT THE ARRAIGNMENT BY THE MAGISTRATE. 

THE PLEA IS THE ACCUSED PERSON'S OPPORTUNITY TO CHALLENGE THE 

ALLEGATIONS OF THE PROSECUTING ATTORNEY AS DRAWN UP IN THE 

INFORMATION. 

An ALLEGATION is a statement 

accusing the suspect of 

breaking the law and setting 

out what the state expects 

to prove. 

THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY ALLEGES THAT 

BUNK COMMITTED BURGLARY. THIS 

ALLEGATION IS PRESENTED IN THE 

INFORMATION GIVEN AT THE ARRAIGNMENT. 

BY PLEADING NOT GUILTY, BUNK DENIES THE ALLEGATIONS MADE BY THE STATE. 
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BUT THE ACCUSED HAS MORE OPTIONS IN PLEADING THAN SIMPLY GUILTY 

OR NOT GUILTY. THE ACCUSED MAY SAY NOTHING AT ALL, PLEAD NOLO 

CONTENDERE, NOT GUILTY BY REASON OF INSANITY, FORMER JUDGMENT OF 

CONVICTION OR ACQUITAL, ONCE IN JEOPARDY OR HE MAY PLEAD A 

DEMURRER. 

A IDlJRff:R is an objection 
to ppoceeding fupthep (even 

if the state's allegations 

be true) due to some legal 

shortcoming in the chaPge 

as presented befope the 
coupt. 

A DEMURRER MAINTAINS 

THAT EVEN IF THE ALLEGATIONS ARE CORRECT, NO SPECIFIC CRIMINAL 

OFFENSE HAS BEEN COMMITTED ON WHICH THE ACCUSED MAY BE PROPERLY 

CHARGED. FOR EXAMPLE, A PERSON MAY BE INVOLVED IN QUESTIONABLE 

BUSINESS DEALINGS WHICH SEEM TO VIOLATE THE PRINCIPLE OF THE LAW. 

BUT AT THE ARRAIGNMENT THE ACCUSED PLEADS A DEMURRER AND THE 

MAGISTRATE DISMISSES THE CASE BECAUSE THERE IS NO SPECIFIC OFFENSE 

IN THE CRIMINAL CODE ON WHICH HE CAN BE CHARGED. WHILE HE MAY 

HAVE ACTED IMPROPERLY, HE MUST BE RELEASED BECAUSE THERE IS NO 

STATUTE OR CODE COVERING HIS SPECIFIC BEHAVIOR. 
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SELF-REVIEW 

I n a g/r.and j WUj deUve.M an J..ndi..ctmen.t on a pe.M on not yet 

J..n euotody I a. magJ...6.tJr.ate muot J...6.6u.e. a ___ eai.1.e.d a. _____ _ 

no/r. :the. J.Mel!t on :the. .6UOpe.c..t. The. agall1.6t :the. aecuoe.d wLU 

be. .6 <2he.duie.d on a .6 pe.cia1. eail..e.d the. eouM. • At 

?z,,[o ____ :the aec.u6e.d hM :the oppoJr..twuty to an.6WeJr. the 

____ On :the .6tctte.. The aeeuoe.d will /r.el!pond w.Uh a __ _ 

to the. ehaJc.ge agaln..ot /Urn. In the aec.U6e.d be.Ue.Vel! that theJr.e J...6 

no .6peci6J..e ehaJc.ge .<..vI. the. pe.nal eode. eovvung hJ...6 on6en..oe he may 

plead a __ _ 
PLEASE CHECK YOUR ANSWERS 

USING WORDS IN CONTEXT: WRITE A SENTENCE THAT DEMONSTRATES YOU 
HAVE GRASPED THE MEANING OF EACH WORD. 
1. ______________________________________________________ __ 

2. _________________________________________ ___ 

3. __________________________________________________________ __ 

4. ___________________________________________ ___ 

5. ___________________________________________________________ ___ 

6. _______________ ~ ____________ ~ ________________________ ___ 

7. ______________________________________________________________ __ 

8. ________________________________________________________ ___ 

9. ______________________________________________ _ 
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TRIftJ.. JURY EVIlINCE 

WAIVER HEARING PARTIES 

IF THE ACCUSED PLEADS NOT GUILTY OR IF HE SAYS NOTHING AT 

HIS ARRAIGNMENT, THEN THE STATE MUST PROVE ITS ALLEGATIONS IN 

A TRIAL. 

The TRIAL is that poption 

of a anminal aation in 

whiah the examination of 

the faata before the aourt 

allowa it to determine the 
guilt op innoaenae of the 

aaauaed. 

A JURY is a group of twelve 

men and women temporaPily 

seleated from the distnat 

having venue in the aation. 
It is the job of this group 

of.aitizens to deaio~·the 

guilt OP innoaenae of the 

aaaused. 

-22-

IN A MORE TECHNICAL SENSE, A 

TRIAL IN A CRIMINAL ACTION BEGINS 

WITH THE PLEADING OF THE ACCUSED 

AND DOES NOT END UNTIL A DECISION 

IS REACHED BY THE JURY. 

THE MEMBERS OF THE JURY ARE 'SWORN 

TO RENDER A TRUE AND LNANIMOUS 

DECISION ON THE CRIMINAL ACTION 

BEFORE THEM ACCORDING TO THE LAW 

AND THE EVIDENCE GIVEN AT THE TRIAL. 



EVIDENCE is the collection of 

witnesses~ documents~ and objects 

legally presented to the court to 

establish the guilt or the 

innocence of the accused. 

THE THREE PRECEDING 

ELEMENTS'OF A CRIMINAL 

ACTION ARE THE HEART 

OF OUR LEGAL SYSTEM. 

EVERY INDIVIDUAL IS 

GUARANTEED THE RIGHT 

FOR EXAMPLE, A WITNESS CALLED 

BY THE STATE MAY GIVE EVIDENCE 

TO SHOW THAT THE ACCUSED WAS 

PRESENT AT THE SCENE OF THE CRlrvlE. 

TO TRIAL BEFORE A JURY OF HIS PEERS WHEN CHARGED WITH A SERIOUS 

CRIMINAL OFFENSE. BECAUSE OF THE PRESUMED INNOCENCE OF THE ACCUSED 

AT THE TRIAL, IT IS THE BURDEN OF THE STATE TO PROVIDE EVIDENCE 

SUPPORTING ITS ALLEGATIONS BEYOND ANY REASONABLE DOUBT. TO PROVE 

GUILT THE STATE MUST FIRST SHOW THAT THE OFFENSE CHARGED IN THE 

INFORMATION ACTUALLY HAPPENED. SECONDLY, THE STATE MUST ESTABLISH 

THE INVOLVEMENT OF THE ACCUSED IN THAT OFFENSE. FAILURE TO 

ACCOMPLISH EITHER OF THESE REQUIREMENTS IS GROUNDS FOR A DISMISSAL 

OF THE CHARGE. 

RETURNING TO OUR EXAMPLE, BUNK PREPARES HIS DEFENSE AGAINST THE 

ALLEGATIONS MADE BY THE STATE ,IN THE INFORMATION READ AT HIS 

ARRAIGNMENT. WHEN THE ACTION AGAINST HIM COMES UP ON THE CALENDAR, 

HE MUST RETURN TO COURT TO STAND TRIAL ON THE BURGLARY CHARGE OR 

FORFEIT THE BAIL BOND. FOLLOWING THE SELECTION OF A JURY, THE 

ACTUAL TRIAL OF THE ISSUES BEGINS. THE STATE MUST SHOW THAT A 
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BURGLARY WAS COMMITTED AND THAT BUNK DID IT. TO ACCOMPLISH THIS 

END, THE STATE MUST INTRODUCE EVIDENCE TO PROVE ITS ALLEGATIONS 

SO THAT THERE IS NO DOUBT IN ANY JUROR'S MIND THAT THE DEFENDANT 

IS GUILTY AS CHARGED. 

The IIFENDftNT is the person 

denying the charge in a 

crimina Z action. 

THIS SIMPLY MEANS THAT 

THE ACCUSED IN A TRIAL 

IS PROPERLY REFERRED TO 

AS THE DEFENDANT. THUS 

BUNK IS THE DEFENDANT DENYING THE ALLEGATIONS IN THE BURGLARY CHARGE. 

WHILE THE DEFENDANT IS GUARANTEED THE RIGHT TO A TRIAL BY JURY, HE 

MAY WAIVE THAT RIGHT IF HE SO DESIRES. 

A WAI VER is the surrendering 

of a known ZegaZ right by 

the defendant of his own 

free wiU. 

FOR EXAMPLE, BUNK MAY PRESENT A 

WAIVER ON HIS RIGHT TO A JURY TRIAL. 

THIS MEANS THAT HE GIVES UP HIS RIGHT 

TO A JURY DURING HIS TRIAL. 

NORMALLY THE JUDGE AT A TRIAL RULES ON LEGAL QUESTIONS, S~PERVISES 

THE TRIAL, AND SENTENCES THE ACCUSED IF HE IS FOUND GUILTY. 

HOWEVER, THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE JUDGE CHANGE IF A DEFENDANT 

WAIVES A JURY TRIAL IN FAVOR OF A HEARING. 

A HEARING is a formaZ pub lic 

proceeding much the same as 

a triaZ but with no jury 

present. 

-24-

IN A HEARING THE JUDGE ALONE RULES 

ON THE EVIDENCE. RECALL THAT WHEN 

THE ACCUSED IS BROUGHT BEFORE A 



MAGISTRATE ON A WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS, THE MAGISTRATE LISTENS TO 

THE EVIDENCE AT THE HEARING TO DETERMINE IF THE ACCUSED SHOULD 

BE FREED OR REMANDED. THUS AT A HEARING A FINAL ORDER MAY BE 

GIVEN ON THE EVIDENCE PRESENTED BY THE PARTIES, BUT WITHOUT THE 

AID OF A JURY. 

PARTIES are the persons who 
take part in the proseaution 

or defense of a ZegaZ 

proaeeding. 

THE DEFENDANT IS O\JE PARTY IN AN 

ACTION; THE STATE IS THE OTHER PARTY, 

PROSECUTING THE CASE AGAINST THE 

ACCUSED. 

IN THE BURGLARY CASE, BUNK WAIVED HIS RIGHT TO A JURY TRIAL IN 

FAVOR OF A HEARING. AT THE HEARING THE JUDGE DETERMINES THE GUILT 

OR INNOCENCE OF BUNK BASED ON THE EVIDENCE PROVIDED BY BOTH PARTIES. 

THE PROSECUTING ATTORNEY HAS THE BURDEN OF PROOF AND MUST ESTABLISH 

HIS ALLEGATIONS BEYOND A REASONABLE DOUBT, JUST AS IN A JURY TRIAL. 

THE DEFENDANT IS ALLOWED TO TESTIFY IN HIS OWN BEHALF, BUT IF HE 

DOES HE IS SUBJECT TO CROSS EXAMINATION BY THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY. 
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SELF-REVIEW 

16 -the ac.cuoed lA glLa.nted a ____ on. a WMX. 06 habeM 

C.OlLplL6, he may get a dlAmL6J.:,al 06 -the c.hoJ1.ge be60ILe .the c.Me 

goe.o .to • HowevelL,,£.6 -the ac.cuo ed lA den.,£.ed lLe.£.eM e at ---
-the , he lA Il.emanded .to .the -6heJt,£.6 6. 

16 .the make.o a on. hlA Jt,{.gh.t .to a pll.eU-

m,£.n.oJ1.y hea.Jt,£.n.g, .the c.Me will go J.:,.tJtcUgh.t .to • A.t .the 

.the heM-6 -the pll.e.oen..ted by bo.th ------ ------
and -then. U deude.o on. .the guLe.t all. '£'n.n.oc.en.c.e 06 -the ---

PLEASE CHECK YOUR ANSWERS 

NOTE: IF YOU HAVE MISSED ANY WORDS IN THIS SELF-REVIEW TEST, IT 

WOULD BE TO YOUR ADVANTAGE TO REREAD THIS SECTION TO INSURE THAT 

YOU UNDERSTAND THE WORDS COVERED. 

USING WORDS IN CONTEXT: WRITE A SENTENCE THAT DEMONSTRATES YOU 

HAVE GRASPED THE MEANING OF EACH WORD. 

1. _______________________________________________ __ 

2. ________________________________________________ __ 

3. ___________________________________________________ __ 

4. _______ ~ __________________________________ __ 

5. _______________________________________________ _ 

6. ______________________________________________ _ 

7. ______________________________________________ ___ 
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SUBPOENA SUBPCBJA DUCES TECUM fvDTION 

ADJOU~rfNT EXHIBIT PRIMA FACIE EVIDENCE IIPOSITIOO 

BECAUSE OF THE IMPORTANCE OF EVIDENCE IN ESTABLISHING THE GUILT 

OR INNOCENCE OF THE DEFENDANT, THE COURT PROVIDES BOTH PARTIES 

WITH THE ABILITY TO SECURE WITNESSES AND OBJECTS AS EVIDENCE 

FOR THE COURT. TO ASSIST EITHER PARTY IN BRINGING A WITNESS TO 

THE TRIAL, THE COURT WILL ISSUE A SUBPOENA. 

A SUBPOENA is a prooess used 

to oause a witness to appear 

and give testimony at a 

speaified time and pZaoe 

under the threat of punishment 

by Zaw for faiZure to do so. 

BY WAY OF EXAMPLE, BUNK HAS THE RIGHT 

TO SUBPOENA WITNESSES IN HIS DEFENSE, 

AND THE STATE HAS THE AUTHORITY TO 

SUBPOENA WITNESSES TO SUPPORT ITS 

ALLEGATIONS. 

SIMILARLY, IF A PERSON HAS A DOCUMENT OR OBJECT WHICH MAY HAVE A 

DIRECT BEARING ON AN ACTION, HE MAY BE FORCED TO BRING THIS EVIDENCE 

TO COURT BY MEANS OF A SUBPOENA DUCES TECUM. 

A Sl.I.BRINA DUCES TECUM is a 
prooess by whioh the oourt 

oommands a person in oontroZ 

of a neoesBary doaument or 

paper to bring it to the triaZ 

or hearing BO that it may be 

pZaoed in evidenoe. 

AGAIN, EITHER PARTY IN AN ACTION HAS 

THE RIGHT TO USE A SUBPOENA DUCES TECUM 

TO SECURE EVIDENCE IN THE SAME MANNER 

AS A WITNESS IS BROUGHT TO COURT BY A 

SUBPOENA. 

IF A WITNESS FAILS TO COMPLY WITH A 



SUBPOENA, THE COURT MAY HOLD THAT PERSON IN CONTEMPT. 

(I)NTEJVPT i8 a wi Uful di8:t'ega:t'd 

of the autho:r:>ity of a oou:t't o:t' 

disobedienoe of a lawful o:t'de:t' 

made by a ooU:t't. 

AS SUPERVISOR OF THE TRIAL, 

A JUDGE MAY FIND A PERSON 

IN CONTEMPT WHEN THAT 

INDIVIDUAL HINDERS THE COURT IN ITS NORMAL FUNCTIONING. A CALCU­

LATED ACT DONE TO EMBARRASS THE COURT OR WEAKEN ITS AUTHORITY OR 

DIGNITY IS ALSO GROUNDS FOR CONTEMPT CHARGES. 

RETURNING TO THE BURGLARY CASE, THE STATE SUBPOENAED A WITNESS TO 

TESTIFY AGAINST BUNK AT THE HEARING. BUT THE WITNESS IS A FRIEND 

OF BUNK AND HE REFUSES TO APPEAR AS ORDERED. THE DISTRICT 

ATTORNEY INFORMS THE PRESIDING JUDGE OF THE SITUATION AND THE 

WITNESS MAY BE FOUND IN CONTEMPT FOR FAILURE TO OBEY THE SUBPOENA. 

WHEN SOMETHING UNEXPECTED OCCURS DURING A TRIAL, SUCH AS THE 

FAILURE OF AN IMPQRTM~T'WIYNESS TO APPEAR, A PARTY MAY ENTER A 

MOTION ON THE MATTER. 

A MOTION is a :t'equest to the 

oourt by a party for a :r:>uling 

or an orde:t' on a pa:t'tiou lar 

point. 

IN THE BUNK HEARING THE DISTRICT 

ATTORNEY SEEKS A RULING ON THE 

FAILURE OF THE WITNESS TO COMPLY 

WITH THE SUBPOENA. THE STATE MAY 

ASK FOR MORE TIME TO BRING THE WITNESS TO COURT AND THEREFORE, 

MAKE A MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 
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ADJOU~fv£NT is the act of a 
court to postpone a session 

until another time or place. 

IN THE EXAMPLE, IF THE 

JUDGE GRANTS THE MOTIQ\l 

FOR ADJOURNMENT, HE 

MUST INDICATE THE TIME AT WHICH THE HEARING WILL BE RESUMED. AT 

THE CQ\lCLUSION OF EACH DAY THE COURT WILL ROUTINELY ADJOURN UNTIL 

THE FOLLOWING CALENDAR DAY. 

SUPPOSE THAT A WITNESS FAILED TO ANSWER A SUBPOENA DUCES TECUM. 

IN THAT INSTANCE HE MUST BRING THE OBJECT SUBPOENAED WITH HIM 

WHEN THE COURT RESUMES FOLLOWING THE ADJOURNMENT OR FACE CONTEMPT 

CHARGES. ONCE THE OBJECT IS BROUGHT INTO COURT, IT WILL BE INTRO­

DUCED INTO EVIDENCE AS AN EXHIBIT. 

An EXHIBIT is a paper~ doaument~ 
or object produced and displayed 

to a court during a triaZ or 

heaPing. It wi Z Z be marked foY' 

identification and becomes an 

exhibit1when admitted into· 

evidence by the judge. 

IN BUNK'S HEARING THE STATE 

PIIU'~ Mm,t i:hlS 

I"to eVleJen"e' "S 
I!Y.h,b,t #1. 

MAY WISH TO INTRODUCE THE STOLEN PROPERTY AS EVIDENCE. IF THE JUDGE 

DETERMINES THAT IT IS RELEVANT AND ADMISSABLE, IT WILL BE MARKED FOR 

IDENTIFICATION AS AN EXHIBIT. 

THE STATE MAY CONTEND THAT THIS STOLEN PROPERTY IS PRIMA FACIE 

EVIDENCE. 

-29-



PRIm FACIE EVIIfNCE is a type 
of evidence which clearZy 

establishes a claim as fact 

unless it is disputed by the 

opposing party. 

THE DEFENSE MAY NOT ARGUE THE STATE'S 

CLAIM THAT THE PROPERTY IN EVIDENCE 

WAS STOLEN. THE EXHIBIT THEN BECOMES 

PRIMA FACIE EVIDENCE ESTABLISHING 

THAT A CRIME WAS INDEED COMMITTED. THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY MUST THEN 

PROVE THAT BUNK WAS THE PERSON WHO STOLE THE PROPERTY. 

SOMETIMES IT IS NECESSARY TO INTRODUCE TESTIMONY OF A WITNESS WHO 

CANNOT BE PRESENT AT THE TRIAL uR HEARING. THIS MAY BE DONE WITH 

A DEPOSITION. 

A DEPOSITION is the testimony 

of a witness not in court 

which is written down and 

aertified for use in a trial. 

Before taking this written 

statement under oath~ the 

opposing party must be toZd 

so that he may attend to 

aross examine the witness. 

FOR EXAMPLE, THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

CANNOT BRING A WITNESS TO COURT BECAUSE 

THE MAN IS VERY ILL. IN ORDER TO USE 

HIS TESTIMONY THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

WILL HAVE HIM MAKE A DEPOSITION. BUNK 

IS PROPERLY NOTIFIED AND HIS ATTORNEY 

IS PRESENT DURING THE WRITING OF THE 

DEPOSITION TO CROSS EXAMINE THE WITNESS WHILE HE IS STILL UNDER OATH. 

SElf-REVIEW 

VwUng a. tJUai.. U will be. ne.c.e!.>.6 MIj :to wUne!.>.6 e!.> :to ---
g),ve. e.v),de.I1c.e.. A wUne.6.6 c.on;tJc.olling a.I1. hnpoJr.:ta.n.:t papeJr. wu.t be. 

6 alC.c.e.d :to bung U :to c.ouJL:t b Ij a. • r 6 .the. -----------------
wUne!.>,6 doe.6 no:t bUl1g :the. doc.wne.11:t :to c.ouJL:t ao olC.deJr.e.d I he. may be. 

c.hMge.d wUh • The. .6:ta.te. ne.e.d6 :th)..6 ------ ---------------
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to ci..e.aJl1.y eotab-U6h the. nad on the. eM.me.. TheJr.e.nolZ.e., the. -&:tate. 

makeo a to un,t.U. the. 15 oUow-tng day whe.n the. 

papeJr. QaI1 be blZ.ought :to eoUlZ.t. Whe.n n-tnaUy pnoduee.d -tn eoUlZ.t 

the. papeJr. w-tU be. e.n.teJr.e.d -tYL e.1J-tde.YLee. a.6 an. • A -----
-&WOIZ./'l. to by a waneo-& not -tYL eoUlZ.t may alo a be. e.n.telZ.e.d -tn e.1J-tde.nce. 

a.6 an. -tn a ~ 1Z.ui.e.d ac/JnL6/)a.bie. by the judge. 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR ANSWERS 

NOTE: IF YOU HAVE MISSED ANY WORDS IN THIS SELF-REVIEW TEST, IT 

WOULD BE TO YOUR ADVANTAGE TO REREAD THIS SECTION TO INSURE THAT 

YOU LNDERSTAND THE WORDS COVERED. 

USING WORDS IN CONTEXT: WRITE A SENTENCE THAT DEMONSTRATES YOU 

HAVE GRASPED THE MEANING OF EACH WORD. 

1. ______________________________________________ __ 

2:- --------------------------------------------------
3. ______________________________________________ __ 

4. ______________________________________________ __ 

5. ______________________________________________ __ 

6. ______________________________________________ __ 

7. ______________________________________________ __ 

8. ______________________________________________ __ 
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FINDING VERDICT ACQUITTAL EXmEMTE 

(wVICrI(l'J JUDGfvEfIJT FINE PENALTY ASSESS~£NT 

WHEN BOTH PARTIES TO AN ACTION FINISH PRESENTING THEIR EVIDENCE 

AND ARGUMENTS TO THE COURT, THE JURY MUST FIND THE DEFENDANT 

EITHER INNOCENT OR GUILTY. 

A FINDING is the resu~t reached 
by a jury or judge after 

studying the evidence given 
at the triaZ. 

THE FINDING REACHED BY THE 

JURY IN A CRIMINAL ACTION 

MUST BE MADE BY A UNANIMOUS 

VOTE OF THE JURORS. THE JURY MAY REACH A FINDING IN A SHORT TIME, 

OR IT MAY TAKE DAYS TO REACH A VERDICT FOLLOWING THE TRIAL. 

A VERDICT i8 the formal, and 
unanimous finding made by 
the jury and reported to the 

court upon the matters 

submitted to them in the 

trial. 

IF THE JURY FINDS THE 

DEFENDANT INNOCENT, IT 
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PRESENTS A VERDICT OF ACQUITTAL. 

flCQUITIIi. is the formal finding 

of the '~noaenae of a person 

aharged with a arime. 

IF THE DEFENDANT IS 

ACQUI TTED, H;,; IS EX(1\JERA TED 

OF THE CHARGE AGAINST HIM. 

EXOOERATE means to olear from 
blame. 

THUS A PERSON ACQUITTED OF A 

CRIMINAL CHARGE IS EXONERATED FROM 

THE ALLEGATIONS MADE IN THAT CHARGE. ONCE ACQUITTED, A PERSON 

CANNOT BE TRIED AGAIN FOR THE OFFENSE OF WHICH HE WAS EX(1\JERATED. 

IF THE JURY IS TOTALLY INCAPABLE OF REACHING A UNANIMOUS VERDICT, 

THE JUDGE ORDERS A MISTRIAL. A MISTRIAL MEANS THAT THE STATE 

MUST PRESENT rTS ENTIRE CASE AT A NEW TRIAL TO A NEW JURY, IF IT 

IS TO GET A C(1\JVICTICN. 

A CONVI CfIO'J is a verdiat in 

which the accused is found 

guilty as charged. 

WHERE A VERDICT IS REACHED BY THE , 

JURY, IT WILL BE EITHER FOR ACQUITTAL 

OR CONVICTI(1\J. 

AN ACQUITTAL EXONERATES THE DEFENDANT, BUT A CONVICTION IS A 

JUDGMENT FINDING THE ACCUSED GUILTY AS CHARGED. 

A JlJDGNENT is the final 

decision of the court about 

what is to happen to the 

parties in an action. 

IF IN THE JUDGMENT OF THE COURT THE 

DEFENDANT IS GUILTY, HE IS SENT TO 

JAIL OR GIVEN A FINE, DEPENDING ON 

THE NATURE OF THE OFFENSE OF WHICH HE IS CONVICTED. 
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A FINE is a sum of money paid 

to the state as a penalty by 

a defendant convicted of an 

offense. 

CASHIER 

THUS A FINE IS A PUNISHMENT h1~~~ ro .... """" ..... 

INVOLVING A LOSS OF MONEY 
.' . . . .. '. ,.," ',,' 

WHICH IS IMPOSED BY LAW ON _' 1IIIl!II' 1IIIi' _. l1li' ___ 'l1li' IE' _·IiIII!·I1/111· .. ·I1111· .. • .. ••• '.'!Ii 

A PERSON CONVICTED OF A FELONY OR MISDEMEANOR. 

AS A MEASURE OF ASSISTANCE TO THE PEACE OFFICER'S TRAINING FUND 

AND THE DRIVER I S TRAINING FUND? A PffiTION OF EACH FINE C()\JSISTS 

OF A PENALTY ASSESSMENT. 

A PENAL TV ASSESSffNT is a tax 
contained in alZ fines~ penal­

ties.J and bai l fOT'fei tU1'es 

collected by the COUT'ts foT' 

penal and vehicle code offenses. 

FOR EXAMPLE, EACH TRAFFIC TICKET 

HAS A PENALTY ASSESSMENT IN THE 

FINE WHICH GOES INTO THE DRIVER'S 

TRAINING FUND. 

RETURNING AGAIN TO THE BURGLARY CASE, SINCE BUNK \~AIVED A JURY 

TRIAL, THE FINDING IS MADE BY THE JUDGE AT THE HEARING. WHEN 

THE JUDGE HAS HEARD ALL THE EVIDENCE AND THE ARGUMENTS OF THE 

PARTIES, HE PASSES JUDGMENT ON THE ACCUSED. IF THE JUDGE FINDS 

BUNK INNOCENT, HE IS EX()\JERATED OF THE CHARGE AND RELEASED FROM 

CUSTODY. BUT UNFORTUNATELY FOR BUNK THE JUDGE FINDS THE DEFEN­

DANT GUILTY AS CHARGED. CONVICTED OF BURGLARY, BUNK IS ORDERED 

TO PAY A FINE OF $5,000 AND HE IS SENTENCED TO TEN YEARS IN THE 

STATE 'PENETENTIARY. 
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SELF-REVIEW 

A:t .the. c.oncl.U6.<..on On a ruai., .:the. jWUj mU6.:t fLe.ach a ----
on .the. ma;t:teA be.nOfLe. U. 16.the. juJLy de.UveJ1,6 a on 

, .:then .the. de.ne.ndan.:t -fA But '<"6 .<..n .:the. ----' 
____ On .:the. jUluj .the. de.ne.YLdan.:t -fA gr.UUy, he. will be. 

____ • A ne.lon mU6.:t .6eAve. a pwon .:te.JLm andjofL 

pay a • Pa!L.:t 0 n .the. C.0n.6-fA to a n a _________ _ 

U6e.d .:to MYLaYLuaU.y o1..d .the. Pe.ac.e. 06Mc.eA'.6 TfLo1..MYLg Fund. 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR ANSWERS 

NOTE: IF YOU HAVE MISSED ANY WORDS IN THIS SELF-REVIEW TEST, IT 

WOULD BE TO YOUR ADVANTAGE TO REREAD THIS SECTION TO INSURE THAT 

YOU UNDERSTAND THE WORDS COVERED. 

USING WORDS IN CONTEXT: WRITE A SENTENCE THAT DEMONSTRATES YOU 

HAVE GRASPED THE MEANING OF EACH WORD. 
1. _________________________________________ __ 

2. _________________________________________ __ 

3. _____________________________________________ ___ 

4. 

5. ____________ . _______________________________ ___ 

6. ______________________________________________ ___ 

7. ___________________________________________ __ 

8. ______________________________________________ __ 

--~-- ~~~~ ---~ - _____ ---1 



PAm PARJLE SUSPEND 

PRJBATI Q\J JUVENILE SUfVML\RY Pf{)BATIO'J 

ALTHOUGH CONVICTED OF BURGLARY, BUNK MAINTAINS HIS INNOCENCE 

AND SEEKS EXONERATION THROUGH APPEAL. 

An APPEAL is a request to a 

higher oourt for a new triaZ 

because of an injustice or an 

error oommitted during the 

originaZ triaZ. 

BUNK HAS THE RIGHT TO APPEAL THE 

CONVICTION TO A COURT HAVING APPEL­

LATE JURISDICTION. FOLLOWING 

JUDGMENT SUCH APPEAL MAY BE 

MADE TO CORRECT OR REVERSE THE FINDING OF THE COURT HAVING 

ORIGINAL JURISDICTION. 

IN HIS APPEAL BUNK CLAIMS THAT THE VENUE SHOULD HAVE BEEN CHANGED 

BECAUSE OF ALL THE PRETRIAL PUBLICITY BY THE KING CITY NEWS 

MEDIA. IF THE COURT AGREES WITH BUNK, IT WILL GRANT A NEW 

HEARING AT WHICH HE MAY WIN ACQUITTAL. BUT IF THE APPEAL IS 

LOST OR DENIED, THE CONVICTION STANDS. 

EVEN IF AN APPEAL FAILS TO REVERSE A CONVICTION, THERE ARE OTHER 

LEGAL MEANS FOR A CONVICTED PERSON TO GAIN FREEDOM BEFORE THE END 

OF THE FULL SENTENCE IMPOSED BY THE COURT. ONE METHOD OF EARLY 

RELEASE IS THE PARDON. 
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A PARDON is an act of the state 

which ends the punishment of a 

convicted person. It frees the 

prisoner and exonerates him of 

the charge on which he was 

convicted. 

A PARDON IS SELDOM ISSUED 

UNLESS A REAL QUESTION OF 
)[ 

ACTUAL GUILT OCCURS AFTER JUDGMENT HAS BEEN PASSED. IT IS 

UNLIKELY THAT A CONVICTED BURGLAR SUCH AS BUNK COULD GET A 

PARDCN FROM THE GOVERNOR, LNLESS HIS LAWYER IS ABLE TO DISCOVER 

SOME NEW EVIDENCE CLEARLY PROVING THE INNOCENCE OF THE PRISO\lER. 

IT IS MUCH MORE LIKELY THAT A CONVICTED FELON SUCH AS BUNK 

SECURES AN EARLY RELEASE BY MEANS OF A PAROLE. 

A PAROLE is a conditional 

reZease from punishment 

fonowing a return -to good 

behavior by the convicted 

person. 

SUSPEND means to withhoZd for 

a period of time on certain 

conditions or to cause a 

process to cease for a period 

of time. 

A PAROLE SUSPENDS THE 

JAIL SENTENCE BEFORE THE 

WHEN A PAROLE IS GRANTED, THE 

SENTENCE IS SUSPENDED ON CONDITION 

THAT THE PERSON PAROLED REMAINS A 

GOOD CITIZEN WHILE OUT OF PRISON. 

EXPIRATION OF ITS TERM. THE PERSON ON PAROLE REMAINS SUBJECT TO 

SUPERVISION BY PUBLIC AUTHORITY SO THAT VIOLATION OF THE CONDI­

TIONS IN THE PAROLE MEANS AN END OF THE SUSPENSION AND A RETURN 
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TO PRISON. THUS WHILE A PARDON FREES AN OFFENDER COMPLETELY FROM 

FURTHER PUNISHMENT, A PAROLE MERELY SUSPENDS PUNISHMENT. 

SUPPOSE BUNK EARNS A PAROLE FOR GOOD BEHAVIOR WHILE SERVING HIS 

TERM FOR BURGLARY. WHILE ON PAROLE THE PUNISHMENT IS SUSPENDED, 

BUT IF HE DOES NOT FOLLOW THE CONDITIQ~S SPECIFIED IN HIS PAROLE 

THE SUSPENSION WILL BE REVOKED. IF THE SUSPENSION IS REVOKED, 

BUNK MUST RETURN TO THE PENETENTIARY TO SERVE THE REMAINDER OF 

HIS PRISON SENTENCE. 

AN ALTERNATIVE TO MAKING A PERSON CONVICTED OF AN OFFENSE GO TO 

JAIL IS PROBATION. 

PROBATION is an aotion of the 
oourt allowing a person 

oonvioted of a minor offense 

to be free from serving any 

prison te~ at alZ~ provided 

he remains on good behavior 

while under the offioial 

supervision of the oourt. 

A PERSON PLEADING GUILTY ON A DISORDERLY CONDUCT CHARGE WOULD 

PROBABLY BE PUT ON PROBATION IF HE HAD NO PREVIOUS CRIMINAL 

RECORD. PROBATION GIVES THE CONVICTED OFFENDER THE OPPORTUNITY 

TO STRAIGHTEN HIMSELF OUT. THE PERSON ON PROBATION MUST REGU­

LARLY CHECK WITH HIS COURT APPOINTED SUPERVISOR TO ASSURE THE 

COURT THAT HE IS REMAINING ON GOOD BEHAVIOR. 

PROBATION IS OFTEN USED IN CASES OF FIRST-TIME LESSER MISDE­

MEANORS AND FOR JUVENILE OFFENDERS. 
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A JlNENlLE is a youth under 

eighteen years of age~ stiZZ 

under the supervision of his 

parents. 

A SIXTEEN YEAR OLD ARRESTED FOR A. 

TRAFFIC VIOLATION IS AN EXAMPLE OF 

A JUVENILE OFFENDER WHO WOULD 

PROBABLY NOT GO TO JAIL ON A FIRST 

OFFENSE. IN SUCH AN INSTANCE OF A MINOR OFFENSE COMMITTED BY A 

JUVENILE, THE COURT MAY DECIDE ON SUMMARY PROBATION. 

SUMY1ARY Pf{)BATION is a suspen­

sion of the entire sentenoe~ 

and there is no direot super­

vision by a oourt offioiaZ 

during the probation period. 

IN MOST CASES OF JUVENILE OFFENSES, 

THE COURT EXPECTS THE PARENTS OF 

THE OFFENDER TO MORE CLOSELY SUPER-

VISE THE BEHAVIOR OF THE YOUTH. 

SUMMARY PROBATION ALLOWS PARENTS TO DISCIPLINE AND GUIDE THE 

BEHAVIOR OF A JUVENILE WHO HAS BROKEN THE LAWe 

SELF-IB'IEW 

FoUow.<.ng a c.onv.<.ction the denendant hct6 :the JUg/tt :to __ _ 

r n an ,fA no:t gltanted, the gui.Uy paJLty mU6:t :take w 
pun.-Whmen.:t.. Howevelt, a c.onv.<.c.:t.ed peJ(,6on may even.:t.ua.U.y have W 

/:, en.:t.en.c.e '<'n g.<.ven a • Olt.<.n:the peJL6 on )A --------- ------
pltoven .<.nnoc.en.:t. whLte c.ompleting hL6 :teJtm, he w-<-U be g.<.ven a 

Folt le-6.6e1t mUdemea.n.olt6 a peMon .L6 no:t U6UaUy .6en.:t. 

:to jaLe, but he .L6 put on ______ _ r n :the c.a.6 e 06 ____ _ 

066endeJL6, :the judgmen.:t. 06 :the c.oUlt:t..L6 o6:ten nolt ___ _ 

------I ltelea.6'<'ng :the youth :to :the c.a.lte 06 w paJl.en:t..6. 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR ANSWERS 
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NOTE: IF YOU HAVE MISSED ANY WORDS IN THIS SELF-REVIEW TEST, IT 
, - . 

WOULD BE TO YOUR ADVANTAGE TO REREAD THIS SECTION TO INSURE THAT 

YOU UNDERSTAND THE WORDS COVERED. 

USING WORDS IN CONTEXT: WRITE A SENTENCE THAT DEMONSTRATES YOU 

HAVE GRASPED THE MEANING OF EACH WORD. 

1. ______________________________________________ __ 

2. ______________________________________________ __ 

3. ______________________________________________ __ 

4. ______________________________________________ __ 

5. ______________________________________________ __ 

6. ______________________________________________ __ 

7. 
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SUMMARY MATCHING EXERCISE 

Instructions: This exercise is intended to provide you with informa­

tion about how well you have mastered all the words in this booklet. 

Read the legal definition and select the proper wOl'd at the top of 

the page which applies to that definition. If you cannot fill in 

the blank or if you have filled it in inaccurately, refer back to the 

section number given in parentheses after each definition and review 

that section. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

~ACQUITTAL, TRIAL, ALLEGATION, DISMISSAL, WARRANT OF ARREST, ACTION~ 

A is a judicial decision disposing of a case by sending 
it out of court without settling the issues involved in the controversy. (2) 

An is a statement accusing the suspect of breaking the 
law and setting out what the state expects to prove. (4) 

The is that portion of a criminal action in which the examination 
of the facts before the court allows it to determine the guilt or 
innocence of the accused. (5) 

An is an ordinary proceeding in a court of justice in which 
the accused is prosecuted for punishment of a public offense. (4) 

A is an order issued and signed by a magistrate 
directing a police officer to capture the person named by the warrant 
for the offense it indicates. (l) 

;s the formal finding of the innocence of a person charged 
-Wl~i t""l""h-a-c"'" rir-m-e. (7) 
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r-VERDICT, DEMURRER, BAIL, PROBATION, WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS, PARDON] 

~ MAGISTRATE, ACCUSED, SUSPEND, CODE, EVIDENCE, CODE, EXONERATE 

To a prisoner is to gain his release -:rom custody by assuring 
his appearance at a time and place designated by the court to resume 
the criminal action against him. (3) 

means to withhold for a period of time on certain condi­
~tl~jo-n-s-o-r-to cause a process to cease for a period of time. (8) 

is a willful disregard of the authority of a court or 
~dl~'s-o~be-dni-e-nce of a lawful order made by a court. (6) 

is an action of the court allowing a person convicted 
-of~a-m~i~n-or---offense to be free from serving any prison term at all, 
provided he remains on good behavior while under the official super­
vision of the court. (8) 

is the collection of witnesses, documents, and objects 
T'e-g-a~l~ly--p-r-esented to the court to establish the guilt or the inno­
cence of the accused. (5) 

A is a collection and classification of laws in a system which 
makes them available in a usable form by citizens, lawyers, and the 
courts. (3) 

A is a public officer having the authority to issue 
warrants authorizing the capture of public offenders. (1) 

A is an order bri ngi ng the accused before 
a court to determi ne whether he has been deni ed 1 i'berty by due 
process. The only function of this writ is to release from unlawful 
imprisonment. (2) 

A is an objection to proceeding further (even if the 
state1s allegations be true) due to some legal shortcoming in the 
charge as presented before the court. (4) 

r--:-----y- is the proper name of a person against whom a charge has 
6een made. (2) . 

A is the formal and unanimous finding made by the jury and 
reported to the court upon the matters submitted to them in the trial. (7) 

A is an act of the state which ends the punishment of a 
convicted person. It frees the prisoner and exonerates him of the 
charge on which he was convicted. (8) 

----- means to clear from blame. (7) 
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MISDEMEANOR, BAIL BOND, ARRAIGNMENT, JURY, ARREST, JURISDICTION, 

CALENDAR, ADJOURNMENT, WAIVER~ PRIMA FACIE EVIDENCE, EXHIBIT, 

SUMMARY PROBATION, CRIMINAL ACTION 

An is a paper, document, or object produced and displayed 
to a court during a trial or hearing. It will be marked for identi­
fication by the clerk arid ,may be admitted into evidence by'the ,judge. (6) 

A is a group of twelve men and women temporarily selected from 
the district having venue in the action. It is the job of this group 
of citizens to decide the guilt or innocence of the accused. (5) 

The is an obli9ation signed by the accused (and those 
helping to pay the deposit) that this deposit will be lost to the 
state if the accused does not meet the conditions established by 
the court. (3) 

,.........,,--,-__ -...-...-_--:---,-;s a type of evidence which clearly esta­
blishes a claim as fact unless it ;s disputed by the opposing party. (6) 

The is a chronological listing of cases setting out the 
order in which they will be brought before the court. (4) 

An is the taking away of a person1s liberty by legal 
authori ty. (1) 

A -is a minor offense generally punishable by payment 
of a penalty to the state or by imprisonment for a short time in a 
county jail. (2) 

-;-,-_____ consists of a magistrate calling the accused before 
the cour~, reading him the indictment or information, asking him if 
he is guilty or innocent of the charge, and advising him of his legal 
rights. (4) 

is a suspension of the entire sentence, and 
~th~e-r-e~;-s-n-o~dl~'r-e-ct~s-upervision by a court official during the 
probation period. (8) 

A is a legal procedure in which a controversy invol-
ving a public offense is settled in a court of law. (1) 

~~_~ __ is the act of a court to pos tpone a s es s i on unti 1 
another time or place. (6) 

is the legal right by which a judicial officer 
-ex~e~r-ci~s-es---a~ut~h--ority. It is the authority, capacity, and power to 
act in a Jegal action. ,;(3)' :' 

A is the surrendering of a known legal: right by the defendant 
of his own free will. (5) 
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APPEARANCE, BENCH WARRANT, REMAND, INFORMATION, FELONY, APPEAL, 

PENALTY ASSESSMENT, VENUE, COMPLAINT, SUBPOENA DUCES TECUM, PROCESS, 

PRELIMINARY HEARING, EXONERATE, PLEA 

A is a crime of a more serious nature than a misdemeanor. 
It is generally punishable by imprisonment in a state penetentiary 
for a number of years. (2) 

A is the response of the accused to the formal charge against 
him at the arraignment. (4) 

is the place where an act is said to be committed. (3) ---
A is a process by which the court commands 
a person in control of a necessary document or paper to bring it to 
trial or hearing so that it may be placed in evidence. (6) 

An is a request to a higher court for a new trial because 
of an injustice or an error committed during the original trial. (8) 

means to clear from blame. -----
__ -;---:::--_ is the word used to i ndi cate any time the accused 
comes before the court. 

--r:---::- is the legal term for returning the accused to custody to 
await further court action. (3) 

A is a legal order used to force a person to comply with 
the wi" of the court. (4) 

A is a process issued by a court from the bench 
for the arrest of a person named in an indictment. (4) 

A is a court appearance at whi ch the magi s-
trate decides if there is enough proof against the accused to make it 
worth the time and expense of the state to continue the criminal action., 

is an accusation serving formal notification to the 
-a-cc-u-s-ed""'-o""'f-'t"""h-e exact charge against him. This document is prepared 
by the district attorney without a grand jury investigation. (3) 

A is an official accusation that a person has broken 
the law, with the specific intent of proving the accusation is true 
ina court of 1 aw. (1) 

A is a tax contained in all fines, penalties, 
and bail forfeitures collected by the courts for penal and vehicle code 
offenses. (7) 

-44-



JUVENILE, DOCKET, SUBPOENA, PETITION, PAROLE, DEFENDANT~ HEARING, 

CHARGE, FINDING, CONVICTION, DEPOSITION, FINE, INDICTMENT, PARTIES, 

JUDGMENT, MOTION 

A . tells what the person is accused of in legal form. (1) 

A is the testimony of a witness not in court which is 
written down and certified for use in a trial. Before taking this 
written statement under oath, the opposing party must be told so that 
he may attend to cross examine the witness. (6) 

A is a process used to cause a witness to appear and give 
testimony at a specified time and place ~nder the threat of punishment 
by law for failure to do so. (6) 

A is a youth under eighteen years of age, still under the 
supervision of his parents. (8) 

A is a request to the court by a party for a ruling or an 
order on a particular point. (6) 

The is the person denying the charge in a criminal action. -----
-...----- is a verdict in which the accused is found guilty as 

A is a formal public proceeding much the same as a trial but 
with no jury present. (5) 

A . is a book containing brief entries of all the important parts 
of each action before a court. (4) 

A is the result reached by a jury or judge after studying the 
evidence given at the trial. (7) 

A is a conditional release from punishment f01lowing a return 
to good behavior by the convicted person. (8) 

An is a written accusation charging a person with a 
specific crime made by a grand jury investigation. (3) 

A is a sum of money paid to the state as a penalty by a defendant 
convi cted of an offense. (7) 

A is an application in writing to a court requesting the 
court to use its power to correct an injustice. (2) 

are the persons who take part in the prosecution or defense 
-0 f-=--a-'l:;-e-g-"'a 1 pro c ee din g. ( 5 ) 
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Accused, 5 
Acquittal, 33 
Acti on, 18 
Adjournment, 29 
Allegation, 19 
Appeal, 36 
Appearance, 5 
Arraignment, 19 
Arrest, 3 

Bai 1, 11 
Bail bond, 11 
Bench warrant, 17 

Calendar, 18 
Charge, 3 
Code, 13 
Complaint, 2 
Contempt, 28 
Conviction, 33 
Criminal action, 1 

Defendant, 24 
Demu rre r, 20 
Deposition, 30 
D~smissa1, 8 
Docket, 18 

Evidence, 23 
Exhibit,29 
Exonerate, 33 

Felony, 7 
Finding, 32 
Fine, 34 

Hearing, 24 
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Indictment, 14 
Information, 14 

Judgment, 33 
Jurisdiction, 12 
Jury, 22 
Juvenile, 39 

Magistrate, 2 
Misdemeanor, 7 
Motion, 28 

Pardon, 37 
Parole, 3, 
Parties, ~5 
Penalty assessment, 34 
Peti ti on, 6 
Plea, 19 
Preliminary hearing, 8 
Prima facie evidence, 30 
Probation, 38 
Process, 17 

Remand, 12 

Subpoena, 27 
Subpoena duces tecum, 27 
Summary probation, 3] 
Suspend, 37 

Tri a 1, 22 

Venue, 13 
Verdict, 32 

Waiver, 24 
Warrant of arrest, 3 
Writ of habeas corpus, 6 
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