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I. INTRODUCTION 

The Eighteenth JUdicial Circuit of Florida encompasses the two 

counties of Seminole and Brevard. The court structure within the circuit 

is composed of the Circuit Court, which i~ a court of general jurisdiction, 

including probate and juvenile cases~ and which serves both counties, and of 

the County Courts, which are courts of limited jurisdiction, functioning 

separately in each county. At present there are 13 Circuit Court judges 

in the Eighteenth Judicial Circuit, with four judges handling criminal 

cases, seven judges handling ~ivil cases, and two handling juvenile cases. 

County Court in Seminole County consists of two judges, rotating their 

assignments every two weeks. The Seminole County Courthouse, located in 

Sanford, serves both the Circuit Court and Seminole County Court. 

In January 1976, tile Honorable Roger F. Dykes, Circuit Judge of The 

Eighteenth Circuit, requested technical assistance through the LEAA1s 

Criminal Courts Technical Assistance Project. at The American University, 

in studying the Seminole County Courthouse, and the Brevard County Branch 

Courthouses in Rockledge and Melbourne, and planning for expansion and 

renovation of those facilities. 

Both Seminole and Brevard Counties had experienced rapid growth 

in the last ten years. Seminole County, the bedroom community for 

Orange County and metropolitan Orlando, and the home of Disneywor1d, 

has increased its population 160 percent since 1960 and 73 percent 

since 1970, with 144,000 people presently residing there. Continued 

growth, well-stabilized by industry and commerce, is anticipated. 

This growth has put a burden on judicial facilities in the expanding 

communities, and has resulted in less than satisfactory conditions 

in the Courthouse. 

__________________ .. ...J~ ____________________ _.... ....... -' ... _'''--.. ... "'--' ____ """"""-~ .. =·_~.=·.'._=.-="'""_=~-~M".> .. ~' ._,,~."~.' __ 
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legislative changes, and .demographic and economic conditions and trends. 

As a result of the information obtained, it was determined that the' 

needs and problems of the two counties were so different that two separate 

studies, one for each county, should be conducted in order to pruvide a 

clearer focus on the specific problems of each county. This report, 

accordingly, concerns itself with the situation in Seminole County, where 

the need is for both short-term and long-term planning to remedy present 

deficiencies, and future deficiencies expected due to population growth, 

in the Courthouse. A separate report has been prepared concerning itself 

with Brevard County, where the need is for short-term planning to remedy 

existing deficiencies in space management in the branch courthouses, and 

defects in their physical condition, and to meet present and short-tel~m 

future needs for more courtrooms and other facilities. 

After the initial data-gathering phase of the study, the consultants 

proceeded \'lith their analys"is by comparing the existing physical conditions 

in the Seminol~ County Courthouse with the conditions required--particularly 
. 

the space required--for p:ficient functioning of the courts and related 

offices at the present till~. This was done according to design standards 

and guidelines already established by the consultants, on the basis of 

their previous extensive experience with judicial facilities elsewhere.* 

Caseload projections, based on projected population changes and changes 

in court organization, were then made. These projections permitted the 

same sort of evaluation of the Courthouse to he done in terms of future 

requirements, both short-term (by '1980) and long-term (by the year 2000). 

Four alternative short-term solutions to the deficiencies of the 

Courthouse revealed by this analysis were then evaluated. The alternative 

selected as the best solution--the addition of a third floor to the south 

* See Appendix C 
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wing of the Courthouse and subsequent reorganization of space within 

the Courthouse--is presented in this report, along with a detailed, 

three-phased implementation plan, as the key recommendation of the 

consultants. Another recommendation--for a small branch court facility 

in the south of the county--is discussed ,briefly, as are some general 

recommendations for long-term planning. 
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II. 'EXISTING SITUATION 

A. Seminole County 

1. General Descripti~~ 

Seminole County is located ten miles from Florida1s eastern shore, 

midway between Miami and Jacksonville. With the northern boundary of the county 

just 20 mil es from the grm",i ng metropol i tan area of Orl an do , the county has 

experienced tremendous population and economic growth in the last five years. 

In 1970, the population of the county was 83,700 residents. In 1975, the 

population was estimated at 144,200 people, an increase of 72%. The factors 

contributing to this increase were that the county began to serve as a bedroom 

community for Orange County and Orlando; that industrial development of the 

area had expanded work forces and created a job market; and that an increased 

tourist market had resulted from the development of Disneywor1d and surrounding 

attractions. In 1975, population growth was restricted somewhat by the bleak 

economic conditions prevailing at the time, and did not continue at the same 

rate as that'of the preceding two years. However, there was still a sUbstantial 

(S%) increase over 1974. 

Seminole County is presently developing a stable base for future expansion, 

and the anticipation is for continued steady growth in the next 25 years. Rein­

forcing this projection is the existence in the county of the youngest popula­

tion of any county is F1orfda, with 4.6 school age residents to each adult resi­

dent, and the lowest death rate (6.5) in the area. The outlook in Seminole 

County is for a diversified community, with a sound foundation of business 

and industry, serving the metropolitan area of Orlando. 

-5-
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2. Organization of ~ourts 

Seminole County is part of the Fourth District Court of 

Appeals and the Eighteenth Judicial Circuit of Florida. The Supreme 

Court and Court of Appeals will not be discussed because they have 

separate facilities outside of Seminole County, and have little effect 

on the county court structure. The relevant courts for this report 

are the Circuit and County Courts. 

a. Circuit Court 

e is a trial court of general jurisdiction; 

o has exclusive original jurisdiction in all actions 

of la~ not cognizable by county courts; 

o has jurisdiction over all felonies; 

G has jurisdiction in all proceedings relating to 

probate, guardianships, incompetency and equity; 

o has jurisdiction in all juvenile proceedings 

except traffic cases; 

c has jurisdiction in all other civil cases involving 

amounts in excess of $2,500; 

o has appellate jurisdiction from county and munic­

ipal courts except if directed to the Supreme 

Court; 

@ has the right to issue writs of mandamus, quo 

warranto, certiorari, probation and habeas corpus; 

e is presided over by judges elected, for six-year terms, 

in non-partisan elections. 

-6-



The Circuit Court diYides its cases into three divisions, through 

which the judges are rotated for one-year terms. Of the 13 judges 

presently presiding over Circuit Court, five are needed to handle the 

workload of cases in Seminole County. 

In the three-judge Criminal Division of the circuit, each of the 

judges in succession is assigned to Seminole County for six days. 

On the first day, the trial docket is sounded and the order of trials set; 

the remainder of the day is used for hearings, acceptance of pleas and 

sentencings. During the month, a second judge is available for hearings, 

on an as-needed basis. 

The Civil Division has seven judges, with a workload requiring 

two and one-half judges in Seminole County. The trial docket is broken 

into periods of two weeks, with three judges rotating assignments. 

While one judge is conducting trials, the second judge is hearing 

cases or conducting non-jury trials, and the third judge is splitting 

his sched~le between the two counties. 

The Juvenile Division has two judges handling cases in Brevard 

and Seminole Counties. In Seminole County, one judge (presently the 

Chief Judge of the Eighteenth Judicial Circuit) conducts juvenile 

hearings three days a \'Jeek. This judge also handles probate cases. 

b. County Court 

e is a trial court of limited jurisdiction; 

e has original jurisdiction in all criminal misdemeanors 

not cognizable by Circuit Court; 

e has jurisdiction in all violations of municipal and 

county ordinances; 

-7-
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o has jurisdiction in all matters in controversy not 

exceeding $2,500 exclusive of interest and costs; 

o has concurrent jurisdiction with Circuit Court in land-

lord and tenant cases under $2,500; 

" . is presided over by judges elected for four-year terms. 

County Court in Seminole County is conducted by two judges, totating 

their activities on a bi-weekly basis. One judge holds trials in Court­

toom A in th~ courthouse for the two-week petiod while the second judge 

conducts ttaffic coutt, first appearances, and criminal arraignments in 

Courtroom D across the street. 

B. Seminole County Courthouse 

1. General Description 

The Seminole County Courthouse in Sanford is a relatively new 

building, completed in 1972. It is a contemporarily-styled, reinforced 

concrete structure, divided into two wings, with a central lightwell 

lobby that bridges the two wings. The north wing is four stories, with 

stairs at'both ends, and two elevators connecting onto the central 

lightwell. This wing contains county offices, including ten planning 

and commissioners I offices, as well as the Clerk of Circuit Court, and 

a Circuit Court judge's suite. The south wing has two stories, with an 

elevator off the central section and a stairway at the far end. The 

stairway has a connecting bridge to the jail for transporting prisoners. 

The north wing has a floor-to-floor height of ten feet. Interior 

partitions are moveable. The spaces can be easily reorganized for 

expansion or relocation of departments. The south wing, specifically 

designed to accommodate the judicial function, has a floor-to-floor 

height of 19-1/2 feet. Office spaces occupy only half the floor-to-

ceil i ng hei ght, with a mechani ca 1 rnezzani ne floor occupy; ng a porti on 

-8-
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of the space near the st~irwell at the upper part of the space. The 

area presently occupied by the State Attorney's Office is divided by 

movable partitions, and was originally designed to accommodate a court­

room in future expansion plans. Also, the south wing was designed by 

the architects for expansion of judicial functions, with the structure 

being able to receive the extra load of a third floor addition. 

All services of the building are both adquate and well-maintained. 

A central HVAC system provides regulated air to all spaces through a duct 

system in the suspended acoustical tile ceiling. The surface materials 

for the building are well suited to the functions of the spaces, with 

carpeting and suspended tile ceilings to dampen sound transmission, 

wood paneling and good quality furnishings in courtrooms to create a 

dignified atmosphere, adequate and well-designed lighting and electrical 

outlets for efficient equipment use, and adequate public and private 

restrooms for the convenience of employ~es and the pUblic. 

2. Use of Space 

a. Courtrooms and Ancillary Spaces 

Seminole County presently has 5 courtrooms utilized by 

Circuit and County Courts. Four courtrooms are located in the Court­

house, and once across the street in the Roberts Building. 

o Courtroom A is located on the first floor of the south wing 

of the Courthouse, and is used exclusively by County Court. 

It has a t\'lelve-member jury capacity, with a jury deliberation 

l~oom, a witness room, an attorney IS consultati on room, a 

prisoner holding space, and public seating for 90 people in 

the courtroom. 

• Courtroom B is located on the second floor of the south wing 

of the Courthouse. It is used primarily for Circuit Court 

-9-
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Criminal D;visio'n tr'ials and secondarily for civil trials. 

It is identical in layout and ancillary spaces to Courtroom A. 

c Courtroom C is located on the second floor of the south wing of 

the Courthouse, and is used primarily for Circuit Court Civil 
~. 

Division trials. It has a twelve-member jury capacity, with 

a small jury del iberation room, shared witness and consultation 

spaces, and public seating for 40-50 people in the courtroom. 

~ Courtroom 0 is located in the Roberts Building and is used for 

Traffic Court and for first appearances in criminal cases. It 

;s the result of a renovation of existing office space and 

lacks ancillary spaces except for a small judge's chamber. 

o Courtroom E is located on the fourth floor of the north wing of 

the Courthouse and is used for juvenile hearings and trials. 

It is a renovated storage area without proper ancillary spaces. 

b. Judges' Chambers 

One suite of Circuit Court judges' chambers is located on 

the second floor, adj acent to Courtroom B. It houses th' 'E:e judges' 

chambers, secretarial space, and two hearing rooms. One chamber is 

occupied by the Criminal Division judge, one is a home base chamber for 

a Civil Division judge, and the third is for a visiting Criminal or Civil 

Division judge. 

A second suite of Circuit Court judges.' Ghambers is located on the 

third floor of the north wing, with two judges' chambers sharing secretarial 

space. One chamber is home base for a Civil Division judge; and one for a 

Juvenile Division judge; with a shared hearing room between them. 

The two County Court judges have a suite on the first floor of the 

south wing, adjacent to Courtroom A. It consists of two judges' chambers, 

-10-
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two hearing rooms, and sec.retarial space. A t~mporary chamber is avail­

able in the Roberts Building for use when Courtroom 0 is in session. 

c. Clerk of Court 

The function of the Office of the Clerk of Circuit Court is 

to receive, process and maintain all court records for both Circuit and 

County Court, to administer jury management and selection, to process 

support payments and passport applications, and to serve as a station for 

courtroom clerks. The Court's functions are presently divided into pro­

bate, juvenile, traffic, criminal, and civil, and these divisions function 

separately of one another. The Clerk's functions also include management. 

of county records, taxes, finances, and land transactions. The office 

for both county and court functions is primarily located on the second 

and third floors of the north wing. However~ the trial clerks' division 
.. 

was divided from the docketing section in 1972, and occupies space on the 

second floor of the south wing. Pi"esently operated by five trial clel"'ks, 

the division's primary functions include providing criminal files for 

trials, processing jury lists, taking attendance of jurors, administering 

oaths and swearing in witnesses, holding criminal evidence, and processing 

orders to the docketing division for filing. This division occupies two 

rooms, witJ~ three clerks, one of whom serves as receptionist in a front 

office, and two of whom work in the back room. 

d. Court Reporter 

The court reporters' office functions as an independent firm 

hired by the State, or other interested parties, to serve as reporters in 

court, as recorder~,taking depositions, and as typists preparing trans-

cripts. Headed by.a designated State Court Reporter, the office presently 

functions with three clerks and eight reporters. The Seminole County 

courts require a maximum of six reporters on a daily basis, with others 

-11-



on call or assigned out of the Courthouse. Thf administrative sPdce is 

located on the second floor of the south w,i ng, next to the grand jury 

room. The grand jury witness room is used for taking depositions, and 

transcripts are prepared in a room on the third floor of the north wing. 

e. State Probation and Parole 

The state probation and parole offices are responsible for 

presentence investigations assigned by the court, and supervision of 

parolees and probationers--their conduct, employment and whereabouts-­

to facilitate rehabilitation. The office functions with a district 

supervisor, thirteen probation officers, and seven clerical personnel, 

in a first-floor office in the south wing. The location is ideal for 

the work of the office, which has a continuous flow of visitors to the 

office for conference and supervision. Probation and parole officers 

spend about 50 percent of their work time on the road, visiting and 

counsel"ing clients. The office has a small recept"ioll area connect'ing 

with a central clerical work area, surrounded by private offices and 

interview rooms. The lack of expansion space has made it necessary for 

probation officers to use the witness room on the first floor and the 

attorneys· consultation room on the second floor as private offices. 

f. State Attorney 

The State Attorney·s office in the Courthouse is a branch 

office responsible for the Seminole County prosecution workload. Its 

responsibilities include prosecution of all criminal offenses for the 

State, prosecution or defense o~ civil actions involving the State, 

preparation and presentation of indictments before the grand jury, 

and supervision of the grand jury·s functions. The office is supervised 

by a Chief Deputy State Attorney, with a staff of eight attorneys, 

-12-



three investigators, and ten clerical personnel. Located on the first 

floor of the south wing, the department is a conglomeration of offices, 

consisting of a reception area, two centrally located secretarial rooms, 

private offices for attorneys a~ound the perimeter, and a library, 

presently used for storage and private office space, off one secretarial 

room. Private spaces are shared, with the three investigators occupying 

one room and two attorneys sharing each private office. 

g. Law Library 

The law library is located on the second floor of the south 

wing. Available to lawyers and the general public, the library is financed 

by the local bar association and maintained by one full-time lihrarian. A 

private office is available for the librarian, with an open book stack 

area which is filled to 80 percent capacity. There is no storage area 

adjacent to reading and bookstack areas. 

h. Court-related Offices outside the Courthouse 

On-site and adjacent to the Courthouse are the Sheriff's 

Department and the county jail. A security connection from the jail to the 

south wing is used to bring prisoners to appear before the courts. Pris­

oners are then brought through public corridors to prisoner-holding 

cell s '.'lith secured access to the courtrooms. Also located in close proximity 

to the Courthouse is the Public Defender's Office. Due to the lack of 

available space in the Courthouse, the office moved across the street to 

a renovated small office building. No space is presently designated for 

full-time use by the Public Defender in either wing of the Courthouse. 

-13-
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INDEX 

FIRST FLOOR 

122 
129 
130 

135>] 4 2 
136) 141 
]43 

144,145, 
152,153 
149 
150 
151,147 
148,146 
154 

160,161,162, 
163,164,165 
128 
157 
158 

I·UNCTION 

Courtroom 
Wit.ness Room 
Jury Deliberation Room 

Ilea ring Rooms 
Judge's ChU1Il1)OrS 
Secretary's Office 

State Attor.ney's Offices 
Reception Areu 
Library/Storage 
Secretary's Offices 
Investigators' Offices 
Misdemeanor Attorney's Office 

Pr~bation and Parole Offices 
Intervl ely Room 
Reception Area 
Secretary's Office 

TOTAL AHEA ON FIRST FLOOR 

SECOND FLOOR 

228 
234,235 
236 

2·11 ,248 
242,247 
249 

260 
250 
255 

Courtr.oom 
Wi tlless 1~()oll1s 

Jury Ue1iberation Room 

Heari ng Rooms 
.JuJge's Chamber 
Secretary's Office 

Courtroom 
Judge's Chamber 
.JUTY Dellb0rat ion I~oolll 
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NET AI~EA 
(SQ. FT.) 

2,646 
114 
300 

530 
504 
221 

753 
240 
202 
578 
326 
169 

751 
114 
110 
390 

2,646 
228 
300 

1,2'11 
3M 
240 

TOTAL AI~EA 
(SQ. FT.) 

3,060 

1,255 

2,268 

1,365 

3,174 

1,255 

1 J 845 
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TABLE 1 (Continued) 
AREA ANALYSIS - EXISTING SPACE USE 
SEMINOLE COUN1Y COLJBT WING IN SANrOHD 

I NIH.:X 

258,259 

262 
264,2(;3 

267 
266 

268 

270 
269 

FUNCTlON 

Probation/Parole Offjces 
Waiting Room 

Trial Clerks Offices 
Private Offices 

Grand Jury Room 
Witness Room 

Court Reporter's Office 

Lmv . Li brary 
Office 

NET AHEA 
(SQ: FT,) 

180 
143 

178 
260 

334 
1·10 

284 

] ,164 
96 

TOTAL AIU:A 
(SQ. FT.) 

323 

438 

474 

284 

1,260 

----.-~-.---

_1_'OII\_L_A_II_.E_A_O_!,{_S_E_CC_)N_I!_) _.:....F=.LC:..;'i)::.:I:;..J. ______ . _______ --.::..9~, O.:,:5::..:3=--. 

TOTAL EXISTING AREA 17,001 
-.~=-~:.==-:=+:-.. --- ======== ===::==== ..... -C::::-:-::'-•. :::::::':::·::::'-_-
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C. Problems 

time. 

1. Present Deficiences of Courthouse 

The Courthouse is deficient in several respects at the present 

o For proper functioning of the departments, an additional 5,394 

square feet is required at present. (Expansion of departments 

over a five-year period will require another 10,425 square feet 

of additional space, for a total expansion of 15,819 square feet.) 

See Table 2, pp. 23-25. 

e Courtroom D, outside the Courthouse, doe~ not function ade­

quately for initial appearances and traffic cases in the County 

Court. It is a very inadequate facility, with poor security 

and a lack of ancillary spaces. 

o The juvenile hearing room on the third floor of the north wing 

does not provide proper facilities for hearing juvenile cases. 

An,.cil1ary facilities and records storage space are lacking. 

Q J'udges I sui tes for both Ci rcui t and County Courts have i nad'i, quate 

waiting areas and poor circulation, requi~ing participants to 

sit in clerical areas, and causing security problems and 

inefficiency in clerical functions. 

o Transportation of prisoners to courtrooms lacks proper security 

precautions. Prisoners have to be escorted through public 

cord dors. 

Q Grand jury facilities are inadequate, with no control station 

for supervision of witnesses and grand jurors. The hearing 

room is too small for the comfort of the grand jurors, and 

its lack of security is apparent. 
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2. Anticipated Future Deficiencies of Courthouse 

Two important factors will create additional deficiencies in 

the Courthouse in the future. First, the state courts have undergone 

several significant changes as a consequence of passage of Article V, 

an amendment to the state constitution, in 1973. Courts were conso1-

idated, eliminating magistrates and court of record judges by incorporating 

thei r functi ons into the Ci rcui t and County Courts. Thi sis refl ected in 

an increase in cases filed in County Court, from 4,569 in 1970 to 19,393 

in 1975, an increase of 424 percent.* However, the full impact of 

Article V will not be felt until January 1977, when County Court will 

absorb the caseload crr the abolished Municipal Courts. Second, the 

population of the County is expected to increase by about 26 percent 

from 1975 to 1980, and at a steady rate for at least the next 25 years, 

resulting in further increases in caseloads. 

The effect of these changes on the courts are discussed below. 

a. County Court 

The traffic and misdemeanor caseload of Municipal Court, which 

is to be assumed by County Court when Article V is implemented, amounts 

at present to 11,576 cases, of which about 25 percent require court 

time. Of traffic cases already within county .jurisdiction, about 

38 percent of cases filed require time in County Court. There are 

presently 11,051 cases disposed of in County Court. The increase in 

caseload expected as a result of the abolishment of Municipal Courts, 

added to the increase in caseload due to the projected increase in 

popUlation, produces a projected case10ad in the County Court in 1977 

* Statistics in this section are found in greater detail in 
Appendix B. 
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of approximately 15,000 cases, including civil and criminal cases; this 

is a 36 percent increase. This increased workload may require an addi­

tional judge in Seminole County Court during 1976. [3y 1980, another 

additional part-time judge will be required to handle the estimated 

15 percent increase in case10ad from 1977.due to population growth. 

There is a possibility that non-jury trials and hearings may be moved to 

a branch court facility, at least on a part-time basis. 

b. Circuit Court 

Circuit Court caseload in 1975 was 5,742 cases, as compared 

with 1,539 cases in 1970. The projected 26 percent increase in population 

from 1975 to 1980 will result in approximately 7,200 cases in Circuit 

Court. This increased caseload will not change the functioning of either 

the Criminal or the Civil Division, but change 'dill be necessary in the 

Juvenile Division. One judge handles both juvenile and probate cases at 

present; by 1980, it \,/ill be necessary for one judge to concentrate 

solely on juvenile cases, as is done in Brevard County. Civil Division, 

which has two judges full-time and one judge part-time; using one court­

room, will have need of another courtroom part-time, with scheduling of 

more non-jury cases and hearings to the heari:-l~j' rooms. In the Criminal 

Division, a two-judge workload is projected, with one courtroom for full­

time trials, and a small courtroom or hearing room for non-jury trials 

and hearings. It is not projected that any division will seek separa-

ti on of its functi ons from the Courthouse to a bl"anch court facil ity. 

c. Court Offices 

Projections of growth in the other judicial departments 

are based on the projected increases in court scheduling and case10ad, 

and the needs of those departments to service the courts efficiently. 

-20-
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Table 2 presents the personnel increases needed for 1980 and 2000, 

based on projected workloads. Specific function~l increases are shown 

by increases in individual work stations or clerical areas for each 

department. For example, the work stations needed for the trial clerks· 

office reflects the projection that seven courtroom clerks will be needed 

in 1980, and nine in 2000. The increases in work stations shown for the 

court reporters· and probation and parole offices are smaller (by about 

half) than th~ increases in personnel expected in those departments, 
\ 

because of the efficiency to be gained by shared use of work. stations. 

d. Family-Juvenile Court 

Judicial authorities in Florida are' currently studying the 

poss i bil ity of creati ng a separate Family-Juvenil e Court to have juri s-

diction in family matters, such as separation and divorce, custody, and 

neglect, now handled by the Civil and Criminal Divisions of Circuit 

Court, as well as the juvenile matters nOvJ handled by the Juvenile 

Division. This court would incorporate a clerical function, a trial 

function and a probation and parole function. Any planning solution should 

be flexible enough to provide adequate and suitable facilities to house 

those functions. 

D. Projected Space Reguirements 

Table 2 presents space use projections for the courts and depart­

ments surveyed, compared with the existillg space use. The program of 

projected space use was developed according to uniform space standards 

and design guidelines. These standards, which al'e based on tile space 

requirements of furniture, equipment and personnel, were developed by 

consultants through years of reasearch, investigation, and analysis of 

judicial facilities around the country. The projected space use of 

-21-
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the third floor addition teco~nended later in this report is also sum­

marized in the table, l'ihich lists each type of space required, the number 

of units of each type of space, and the uniform size of each type of 

space, based on the number of occupants and the space they need to 

perform their duties. The index column keys this table to the design 

guidelines found in the appendix. For example, witness rooms are 

indexed CR-5, and the appendix contains a layout, labelled CR-5, for a 

100 square-foot room with appropriate furnishings. The design guide­

lines are specific functional requirements of the spaces and may be 

used to evaluate any space constructed for judicial functions. 

-22-



TA[lL[ 2 

sPACE USE PROJECTIONS 
SEMINOLE COUNTY 

FUNCTION SPACE USE 

- _~ __ -::lEXJSTiNG- HEQl~UEO--1980 2000 
Unit I Unit -U-n-j--t-r----l-iJ,;i~·l-· 

Index No. Sq.Ft. No. Sq.Ft. No. Sq.Ft. No. Sq.Ft. 

Departmental Pe1'sonnel o o o 0 
--"~~-"-'-----"--.---.---l---+---~----J.-- ----.-- ---r-----.- ---

C1 HClJIT COUnT - TRIAL 

sf= square foot 
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TABL~ 2 (continued) 
SPACE USE pnOJECTIONS 
SEMINOl.[ COllNTY rr--.. ---______ ...-......, ___ '_ ... _r ... _~'e!TJl' t4tmtIUlll'·_.-..=""""' ___ """"" ____ """"' __ ~ 

I FUNe'!' 1 Ol'~ SPACE USE 

-------------_._----------j---.--

* Arens for Clerk's Office were obtainuJ from previous reports nnd may contain 
errors. 

-24-
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--------------------------------------------

7"ABLE 2 (concluded) 
SPACE USE PHOJECTIONS 

,..-

rwr lI:;,\lil.l: - TUTAL 12~)~) I 2.1 O() I I 28:;] I ,L;():l -~ 
Ilt'partlllt'l1tal j'ersollllel I 22 22 30 43 

~S·j·i\TI3-Aifl~OI{RI~'lt--- - ------ --------.. -

(;I~AN\J TO'L\ L I 26,112.1 
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III. RECOMMENDATIONS 

Because of the 72 percent increase in population from 1970 to 

1974, and the increases in Circuit Court and County Court caseloads 

of 281 and 381 percent* respectively, during these years, judicial 

departments have already required expansipn beyond expectation, and 

beyond the originally projected use of the present courthouse in 

Sanford. Hence the county and the judicial system is in the process 

of determining what changes in facilities and procedure would provide 

for the most efficient use of existing facilities. 

FUl~ther change is expecfed, and vri 11 cause furthe\~ defi ci enci es 

in the existing facilities, as explained earlier. Comprehensive planning 

to accommodate growth of the court system in the county for the next 

50 years, although needed, is beyond the limited scope of a technical 

assistance project. Therefore, the consultants concentrated on developing 

solutions to immediate problems of the facility, and on developing 

planning Ro1icies and short-term recommendations to meet the projected 

needs of the judicial system. 

A. Alternative Solutions 

In order to arrive at recommendations for the best way of meeting 

the present and future needs of the courts in Seminole County, the con­

sultants first evaluated the following alternative solutions. 

1. Alternative I - Build New County Office Buildi2lli 

o Relocate non-judicial departments out of the Courthouse into 

a new county office building. 

o Renovate the existing north wing of the present courthouse to 

provide courtrooms, judges ' chambers, and judicial offices for 

future expansion needs. 

* These statistics were supplied by the Administrator of Circuit Court. 
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Advantages: 

o Separation of functions, reducing conflicts in use of space 

in courthouse. 

{} Proper planning for expansion of county offices in a 

building specifically designed for them. 

o Sufficient area for expansion of judicial departments 

according to projected needs. 

6 Improved inter-spatial relationships in courthouse. 

Disadvantages: 

$ Construction of new facility with relatively high cost 

for land acquisition, development and landscaping. 

Q Expensive and extensive renovation of existing spaces for 

specialized judicial functions. 

e Unnecessary over-expansion of facilities for possihle 

future space needs . 
. 
If the county has the' mds to build a well-planned facility 

for a useful life of 50 years, this would be the alternative to follow. 

Judi ci a 1 servi ce departments such as the State Atto}~ney I s Off; ce, 

Probation Office, and Court Reporter's Office, could occupy office 

spaces va'cated by county departments. The south wi n9 coul d be converted 

into courtrooms, ancillary facilities and judges' chambers. Projected 

needs for the 1990 - 2000 period would require, at that time, the 

addition of a third floor over the south wing. However, all indications 

are that the county would not have adequate funding at present to 

construct a nev.J county off; ce buil di ng. 

-27-
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2. Alternative II - ,Build a New Courthouse 

c Provide a new courthouse on an adjacent site and use the 

existing judicial spaces for expansion of county departments. 

Advantages: 

Q Separation of functions, reducing conflicts in space use 

in courthouse. 

(!) Proper planning for new court facility in a specializ.ed 

building according to established standards and design 

guidelines. 

e Sufficient area for expansion of county departments. 

Disadvantages: 

G Construction of a specialized type of building, with high 

cost for land acquisition, development and landscaping. 

o Loss of specialized courtroom spaces in south wing. 

G Extensive renovation of south wing for office functions. 

a Wastage involved in converting high-ceilinged courtrooms 

into low-ceilinged offices. 

o Inefficient use of t\!JO-story height of floors for office 

functions. 

If this alternat'ive were adopted, the county would be wasting re-

sour'ces present in the ex; sti n9 facil i ti es by taki n9 a speci ali zed court 

facility and renovating it, into a general office building for county use. 

Extensive renovation of the south wing would be required, and would produce 

less efficient spaces. In addition the construction cost for a new court 

building of 40,000 square feet of net usable space would be prohibitive 

(around 52.5 million). If the Board of County Commissioners is reluctant to 

construct a new office building, it would be even less likely to be 

willing to construct a new courthouse at substantially higher cost. 
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3. AlternaJive III -- Construct a Third FloO\~ Addition 

Q Expand the south wing of the Courthouse by adding a third floor 

to provide adequate space for essential short-term growth of 

judicial departments. 

Advantages: 

G Nearby expansion of judicial departments, as planned in 

the initial concept of the building. 

e Utilization of existing resources for specialized judicial 

functions. 

o More efficient planning of addition due to restriction of 

area and requirements. 

o Least amount of additional space required for initial 

implementation. 

Disadvantages; 

o Possibly inadequate solution to existing problems. 

e A more permanent long-term solution may have to be developed 

within a few years, perhaps at much higher costs. 

G Severe constraints of existing structure and design. 

Initial costs would be lower than either of the first two 

alternatives. Proper planning of the third floor would be needed to 

provide adequate facilities for 1980 usage. Also needed would be a 

program of organized expansion that the county could develop before 

space needs became critical. Expansion within the existing building 

should not present any major problems. Also, existing deficiencies on 

the first and second floors would be alleviated by reorganization of 

spaces . 

4. Alternative IV - Construct a Branch Courthouse 

o Construct a branch courthouse in the southern part of the county 

to handle non-jury cases for the County Court or for both courts. 

-29-



Advantages: 

I) Pravi di ng a necessary facil ity for the most rap; dly grO\'Ji ng 

area of the county. 

o Utilization of existing Municipal Court facilities that 

are presently available. 

Disadvantages: 

o ,Duplication of functions, personnel and facilities. 

€) Extensive initial planning and costly departmental 

expansions. 

o Possibly inadeqDate treatment of present problems and spac~ 

needs in the Courthouse. 

Q Inefficient use of personnel and facilities. 

e Unnecessary increase in communication and administrative 

costs. 

A branch court facility would provide expansion to alleviate 

some of tbe judicial system's growing problems but would not relieve all 

the present deficiencies. County Court would be relieved of some of its 

central caseload, but unless additional facilities were also provided 

for Circuit Court and its service departments, the need would still 

exist for additional COUl~trooms, ancillary facilities, and private 

offices in the central courthouse. A branch courthouse would also 

result in a duplication of record keeping and court personnel. Since 

it is less than 20 miles from the northern to the southern boundaries 

of the County, the need for a branch court facility is not as significant 

as it is in Brevard County, whi ch ; s 75 m; 1 es long. A branch facil i ty 

would be useful to serve the southern section of the county in traffic 

and non-jury misdemeanor cases, but should not be considered as a remedy 

to the expansion problems of the Seminole County Courthouse in Sanford. 

-30-
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B. Recommendations ---
Alternative III, the addition of a third floor on the south wing, 

provides the best immediate solution to the space shortage problems. 

While providing adequate facilities for judicial functions, this alter­

native would also allow flexibility in adapting to changing future 

conditions in the county. The significant factors favoring this choice 

are as follows: 

o This alternative follows the original plans for expansion of 

the structure, for which cost figures are available. This 

allows the county to see some of the cost figures before any 

planning i~ uQDe. 

o By 1980, judicial departments will need approximately 15,000 

square feet for expansion; a third floor addition would 

provide approximately 12,000 square feet, as well as providing 

the correct interrelationships bet\veen judicial departments, 

w~ich are necessary for proper functioning. Relocating non­

court-related county offices would provide the additional 

1,500 square feet of required expansion space. 

o The third floor addition \'JOuld allow more consolidated plttel"nS 

of space use by the courts and court-related department~, with the 

first floor for County Court functions, the second floor for 

Circuit Court Criminal Division functions, and the third floor 

for Circuit Court Civil Division functions. 

o The addition would provide the least costly solution to satis­

fying space needs, Construction, renovation, and manpm'ier 

allocation costs would be considerably lower than the construc-

ti on of a new county bui 1 d'ing, a new coul~thouse, or a branch 

courthouse. 
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e Judge's suite expanded to provide additional judge's 

chamber and enlarged clerical and waiting areas. 

Second Floor 

& Trial clerks relocated to renovatpd space now occupied 

by grand jury and court reporters. 

(!l Witness room converted to law library book storage. 

G Public Defender relocated into vacated trial c1erk ' s 

office. 

o Jury room of Courtroom C renovated to expand secretarial 

area of judge's suite. 

North \~i n9 

® Hearing or clerical functions of Juvenile Court expanded 

into space vacated by relocation of one judge's chambers 

to third floor addition. 

c. Third Phase 

~ ~xpansion of probation and parol~ offices to 2,800 square 

feet in an appropriate location, either outside of the Courthouse 

(in the space now occupied by Courtroom 0 or in a more appropriate 

location), or in the north wing .in vacated, space now occupied by 

county offices, which would be moved to more appropriate 

locations. 

o Relocation of traffic division of C1erk ' s Office into present 

Probation and Parole Office. 

2. Space Use in 1980 as a Result of Implementation of Recommendations 

a. Circuit Court 

6 Facilities on the second floor would be allocated to the 

Criminal Division, with two judges having their home base 

-33-



b. 

in the Co·urthouse. The Civil-Di.vision judge would 

occupy one judge's chambers and share the small court-

room. 

e Expanded secretarial and waiting area would provide 

better circulation patterns for the two hearing rooms. 

o Third floor would have a la)"ge jury courtroom and a six­

member jury courtroom/heari ng room for use by the Ci vil 

Division, with three judges' chambers and appropriate 

secretarial and waiting spaces. 

Q A judge of the Juvenile Division· '",ould occupy separate 

chambers on the third floor of the north wing, with 

courtroom and adequate ancillary spaces available for 

probate hearings, if necessary. 

County Court , 

{} The fi rst floor waul d be desi gnated enti rely for Count.'>' 

Court functions. The trial courtroom would remain 

intact. A new courtroom would be designed to handle 

traffic cases and initial appearances. Judges' suites 

would have expanded secretarial and public waiting areas, 

relieving circulation and functioning deficiencies. 

Three judges' chambers and bw heari ng rooms woul d 

handle the increased non-jury trial and hearing case-

loads anticipated by 1980. 

9 The clerical function of County Court ;s primarily the 

processing of traffic violations. Space would be 

allocated in vacated probation and parole offices for 

this function, allowing a more consolidated sequence of 

-34-
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operation.s for traffic Cilses, which make up 75 percent 

of the cases filed in County Court. 

c. Probation and Parole Office 

~ Expansion of this office in the south wing of the Court­

house to provide the 2,881 square feet needed by 1980 is 

not possible. Under present procedures, dividing the office 

would cut sharply into the efficiency of the department. 

Neither the supervision of probationers and parolees, nor 

the road work done by the probation offic€rs, would be 

affected by l~locating th~ office outside of the Court­

house. On the contrary, it is believed that supervision 

of these persons would best be served by not having them 

come in contact with the court environment after sen-

tencing. Therefore, it is felt that relocating this 

office to an appropriate site with convenient access to 

the Courthouse is the best course of action. An appru-

priat~ 'ite would be the present location of Courtroom,D, 

if the space requirements of the department could be met 

there. 

d. State Attorney's Office 

o This office would be relocated to the third floor addition, 

with an adjacent area fol" gtand jury faci 1 i ti es, whose 

procedures the State Attorney is responsible for. This 

location would provide 3,674 square feet for the expansion 

of the department by 1980. Spaces would be more efficiently 

planned and adequate wor~ stations for attorneys, secured 

interview rooms (lacking in the present facility), and a 

-35-
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larger conference/libl~ary space for staff meetings and 

group consultations would be provided. Grand jury 

facilities would provide better security for the jurors 

and witnesses . 

e. Court Reporters' Offices 

o These offices would be relocated to the third floor 

addition, with 1,192 square feet of net usable space 

allocated to them. This space would allow expansion of 

personnel to fifteen, with areas for clerical work, 

interview rooms for taking depositions, and work stations 

for completion of assignments. This office would adjoin 

the State Attorney's Office, as well as being easily 

accessible to courtrooms and judges' chambers. 

f. Trial Clerks 

o The two additional work stations needed would be provided 

by relocating the trial clerks to the space now occupied 

by the grand jury and court reporters. Four work stations 

would be in the grand jury space, with reception, records 

and two work stations in the other area. 

g. Public Defender 

e A branch office would be located on the second floor 

near the ·Criminal Division facilities. This office would 

have a reception area, an interview room, and work stat~~ns 

for t\-JO attorneys. This location allows better access to 

the office by both attorneys and clients during court 

proceedings. It also has easy access to courts, judges' 

chambers, hearing rooms and records storage. 
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In addition to the need for more space, addressed by the recom­

mendation above, the consultants noted a need for more convenient judicial 

service for the large segment of the county's population located in its 

southern region. An additional facility to handle County Court non-jury 

and traffic cases, at least on a part-time basis, could be located in 

that area, perhaps in a renovated Municipal Court facility. It would 

contain a small non-ju)~y courtroom with judge's chambers and proper 

anei llaryfacilities to be used by a visiting judge. This \'vould also 

help to alleviate the congest~on in the main courthouse. 

The essence of the program, however, is the construction of the third 

floor addition. It is recommended that this construction be commenced 

as soon as possible. With a construction time projected (in a 1973 

courthouse expansion study) as two years, any delay would result in 

severe space problems when Article V is implemented in 1977. Renovation 

of the existing building cannot be undertaken until after relocation of 

existing departments to the third floor addition. 

Once the second County Court courtroom is functioning in the Court­

house, a reMevaluation of the relocation of the Probation and Parole 

Offices should be performed. If an alternate plan, allocating space 

to that office in the north win9~ would permit better functioning of the 

departments, then such a plan should be implemented. 

The consultants recomnend that piecemeal solutions to the expansion 

needs of the system be avoided. Such piecemeal solutions could result 

in higher costs, unnecessary wastage and uncoordinated implementation. 

SMC recommends that whatever plan is adopted, it be implemented in a 

coordinated sequence. 

-37-



r---- ----_ ... -----_ .. _--

r, ... : 
, I 
II I! 
1\ 

• 1 

----------. 

II r 
, I 

.Ji 
l ... .1 

,1 

;1 Ii 
~ , 

I I ' j 

U 
1, 
I 
, , 

lc-' 1 

I 
; t , .... t, 

- , 
I II 
" ~ 1 
j: , . 

It 
I: 

II 
II 
II 

'! 

, J' ". -.- j , .... 

, 
... I 

~ ..... ...' 

[ 
I I 
l, ", -' ... I t • 

: t" 

• I 
t , , 

I , 
I 1 
i 1 
i l) 

r-::-l 

I I 
J .~ 

. . ... -. 

[ ---1 ..... ~ ..... _ ....... ::.::.=:~~_::-.:::.~:~~.~_~.:_~ -... ----~-
-38'-

i3 
ee 
o 
..J 
u.. 
0' 
0:: 
o 

eeu.. 
02 
O~ 
..JtIl 
IJ..I-
1-<:( 
tIlw 
eetll 
-::> u.. o 
"X 21_ 
<:(ee 
C:::l 
w O 
tilt) 

::J>­
w~ 
(j::> 
<:(0 
~t) 
ClUJ 
W..J 
til 0 
02 
~~ 
ee w I 
0.. til 



" 
Ii 
.\ 
l 

... ,,'" lle.ou"", 
:rn -'ft! TRIA~ 

280 
I 
I 

II j' 

Ii !: : 
nn -, -,--- i 

I • 'v' -----" 
, , .. ' 

L 
~ ;;;>RAGE ~ 

h-RIALCLERKS!II~P \~ '/ '0 ~82 .,1 d' 
I I II 
I , ~ . ! rrJ 

1 = ~J! 

4~ [ 
~=====:::::: i-- --- J 

r ~ -----, 
~-=--~=~...: 

~, --~ IT: 
i I 

I 

I )-
u I PUBLIC DEFENDER I , 

1

283 . 

1 I C' I~ ~ L~r i ~]JI I o 
j
-. ,---I f I, COt"R":'"AOC" C 

I i I :..; 

I I l I: 

r
' .1 
I ,I 

WJ~ 

':1 

rC 
rr=i1 ~ 0 ' '" 
~ 1;~ 'U 

II II] J'~ f.; I"" 'j' 

-"---, ~ I ' 'j 

[:L r r-----' I I' ~ [C , ~ r JURY:: u~ I '-r ELI:?ERATION;: ----...r<----.l ~ ~, fr'"- lr:m: ,~;,ESS , ~,~OOM ,'rr==:', ~ I ¥ ~ L.; ---':', ,,. I 1i ~ I~\'. 'I' J" __ E L:::::=: \

L..J' ~ I : Ii 'WT"'G" .::::::::' '~-=l4"" i II"" ,: / r ,'I, 'II I , ", 
i /' ;. "'1 '; ~'i I I , I ", "'" 

It' - , "," n I C~""!ROOW • ! II J'I' I ~ [j ,. Ii, . ,'. II il'; 'I 'II -i !==, " II, , r ! i, ;! :: !! 'I; ~ t:::::-; I ~ ! i!J : JI '" 

" ",:'1

1

, I, m~ I ~ I, - , K,,,== "',' 'j , I I j, I ~__ , 
" ,I I' " '" I , ! 

rr-: n,; I,' ; I, f,! ; I, i,'! , I f1 i!J." Ii .. C •• T .... L .... !l [C 
~: ,I I; I' '! I' I, C L--!I : 285 . 1 ., ,t' l., . j' 1 

i i; i i ! i ,I I; : 't HO'O'~"'----', !I II ~! IUIII ,! l'I'11!' ': , ' !UU---!:_JlJ I, 

- U ,'':> '1J j CIRCU'~ CCXJOT 

Dnnnn~n~ ~~I ~ ---1' ~I ji /. I \ I ,1'1' .il . 11 1'-- 'if! ~~ JUDGE ~ Hr"NO 
' ,,' '1 I I '""0' ~I 2' , .. 

'" 
, 
::; 

l' 
j: 
! 

r J' II' II i: : ;:! :1 J JrS.OAACE I, ~.~'R"'" ~ ;.; I, • [C 
1.

1
1" ,: ' JI Ii r .I ! : j,!. : 1 i· " I j L..-.JI nj " ,! I I, ". ,." n." 

' \I - Ii: !! : '.. " i., f ~\ L-.ri.--.J j Ii . !r-'u II . " ... , .. ,. ~JI· "I' · ILj~ , G ~ Lc ")~ . : /. ~:Ft~inl-=>"----=J'I t~3'jl r~~llt .. ~~~_~ 
II ==-c I, I I l}~------~,dJ L~-~~~ 

! it _ __, , ~ _.==-~ =0-. ----'W -~-,-=_~-- =,-=_ 0_ 

PROPOSED SPACE USE PLAN: SECOND FLOOR 
SE~.1INOLE COUN:Y COURTP.OUSE AT SJV,:::ORD. FLORiDA 

DRAWING NO, 

4 



~: 

~j 
;~ 

j; 

n ; !J., l • }. li 
....... , .... i... ..-:' "\ ~ . "-"; ;. -. ." 

r , ' " 
.1 

" 

I~ 

'J' 

]-~ t .("'~.- -""'.~F 'd. 

" 

) 

'I CIRCUIT COURT 
TRIAL FUNCTION 

I 

n 0 

I ~I 
T~IAL FUNCTION 

~ 

o o 

o ~ 0 

1 
I 

f' r -r f'" 'r' '~r ; 1 ,'.1.,' ,~~ ,," • , " 

,-::,; 
i,' " 

J .' '~', ". ,-'" L.' "" 'L-',," -Li

' 'a" I'~ .fI'.~ ,- ~' '. . ~." "~,_ " .. <. J ' ~ • ~ 
. . . .", ~ --

·1 :,':,! 
~-

r 9------, ------.= 
COURT 

REPORTERS 

o 

o 

o 
JUDGES' CHAMBERS AND OFFICES 

o 

o 

I 
, I 

GRAND 
JURY 

STATE ATTORNEY 

0 0 

,:, 
- ,! 

;;-- -,-" ",. J 
;1 ' j 

l,'l I~ i! 

1.1 ". 

! 

I 
I 

I 
i 
I , 
1 

d i~ 
Iii 

~ ·i 
I' " 

1[( 
I : 
1/ ! 1[( I 

~ I 
~ I 

-I 

III n n lin ~I~~~_-_ ~~~_ 
PROPOSED SPACE USE PLAN: THIRD FLOOR 
SEMINOLE COUNTY COURTHOUSE AT SANFORD, FLORtDA 

I DRAWING NO. 

! 5 

. :~: 

, 
"I 



TAGLE 3 
AReA ANAL '{SIS - PROPOSED SPACE USE 
SEMINOLE COUNTY COUHT WING 11\1 SANFOIID 

INIJEX 

FJlhl' FLOOn 

Clerk of Court - Traffic 
IHvision 

122 Count)' Court 
176 Count)' Court 
) 75 County Court 

FUNCTIUN 

General Office 
Courtroom 
Courtroom 
'Public I\'aitinn Hm. 

130 County Court . Jury Ileliberation l{rn. 
128 County Court 
J.72 County Court 
143 County Court 
176 Count)' Court 
136 Count)' Court 
l,n County Court 
)42 Count)' Court 
135 County Court 
17t1 Count)' Court 
173 County Court 
129 Count)' Cour.t 

-
TOTAL AlZEA FOR F I J{ST F tODR 

Witness {{oom 

Conference Hoollt 
Public Waiting Hm. 
Secretary's Office 
lIe111'ing/IV<1iti11[; Hm. 
Judge's Chambor 
Judge's Chamber 
Judge's Chamber 
He(1)~:i Hg l{oom 
Jury l~oom 

Witness' Room 
Witness Room 
HolJing Cell 
Stonge Room 

--------------------------

SECONIl FLOO]{ 

270 Law Library .. L[l\v Li brar), 
281 Law Li brar), 

Td al Clerks 
Trial Clerks 

283 PubJic LlcfcnJcr 
P\lbli~ DefvlldL'l' 

228 Circuit Court 
236 Circujt Court 

Ci )'Cui t Court 
285 Circuit Cou rt 
241 Circuit Court 
250 Circuit Court 

Librarion noolll 
Stacks 
Storage Room 
Reception 
Work Stations 
Reception Hoolll 
Interview Room 
Courtroolll 
Jury lJe 1 i hera U on 
PubUe W:liling RIll. 

Secretary's Orrice 
lIearing I~OOIlI 

JuJge'::; ClliIlllbLH' 
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1~1ll • 

NET j\I~EA 

(flQ. FT.) 

1,S50 
2,6<16 

935 
132 
300 
114 

61 
182 
285 
189 
252 
252 
265 
265 
188 

82 
114 
100 

90 

1,259 

140 

178 
260 

2,64G 
300 
182 
604 
2{)S 
364 

~. 

TOTAL J\l{l.A 
(Sr). FT.) 

1,550 

6,352 

7,902 

618 

438 

--------.----------------------------.--------------------~ .. ---------.~ 

r "'~" .. ~_ ... _~~ ___ r·_. __ .~~_._ ~_~< •• ~~" ___ •• ___ ""."_ 
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TA!3LE 3 (Continued) 

ARE/J, Af\lAL YS1S - PROPOSED SPACE USE 
SEMrNOLE COUNTY COUnT WING rN SAf\!FOflD 

INDEX 

2112 
247 
211 8 
280 
2:~4 

235 

260 

lH.:PAlrn'lEN'J' 

Circ.ui 1 Court 
Circuit Court 
Chctd t Court 
Circuit Court 
Circuit Court 
Circuit Court 
Circujt Court 
Circuit Court 
Circujt Court 

FUNCTJON 

Juugel!j Challliler 
Juclgcls Chamber 
Hearing Room 
Jury lJeliberation 
Wi tncss Room 
Wj tncss Itoolll 
BolJing Cell 

·St.orage Hoom 
. Courtroom 

NET AHb\ 
(SQ. FT.) 

252 
265 

Rill. 2~)0 

114 
114 
100 

90 
1,241 

TOTAL 1\ I{Li\ 
(SQ. FT.) 

7,07D 

-----------_.-.-.-.-
_T_O_T_A_L_A_I..--H:.:..:;'_\ _1_:l_)J_~ -.5_' E_'C_O_~~_' lJ_F_L_O_O_R. ______________________ 9 ,5 ~~_. ___ . __ 

TllIRD FLOOn 

State Att.OTl1C), 
Grand Jury 
Court J~eporter 

Cj rClii t Coun Trjn 1 Fllnction 
Judgcls Suite 

TOTAL AREA FOn 1'J.~q,-I~_I_) _F_L_O_U_R ________ . __ _ 

TOTAL AREA FOI~ COURT IHNG 

3)00 
670 

1,192 

__________ ---=1::..:1~, 832 _____ ""' __ ' __ 

29,268 
======:-:::=: '--.-.. --------.--.. --~-~-=----=--------=-._--::::::. ===-=-=======--=-===-=~~:..::-=~=-=----:--.--.~-
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C . Long-Term Consi deratl ons 

The consultants believe that a more comprehensive study is needed 

to develop a detailed facility program for both judicial and county 

functions over a useful long-term planning period. The foregoing 

i'ecommendations represent a COUl~se of action that \'Jould be appropl~iate 

until such a long-term planning study could be undertaken. The recom-

mended program does not restrict the range of alternatives for long-term 

use of the Courthouse. Projections of space requirements in the year 

2000 call for an additional 20,000 square feet ove~ 1980 space ~e2ds. 

Adequate planning of the-third floor will provide efficient funct"ion,tnlj 

of the judicial system for the next ten years, given proper scheduling 

of facility use and procedural streamlining where possible. The use of 

a part-time faci 1 ity, such as a renovated t~uni ci pa 1 Court facil ity, for 

the processing of traffic and minor non-jury cases in the southern section 

of the county, would alleviate the load on the county courtroom as well 

as provid~ better service for ~he large populated suburbs of Orlando. 

The consultants recommend that further study be given to the 

following alternative means of providing the additional 20,000 square 

feet to be needed in the year 2000. 

1. Expansion of Judicial Functions into the North \~ilJJLQf 
the Courthouse 

TI'Io floors waul d be l"equi red to provi de the necessary 

square footage. A county office building could be constructed for use 

by county departments and could be expandable for future projected 

county space needs. 
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2. Construction of a Branch Courthouse in the SouthcDl 
=-S.::.ec.::.t.::.i:...:o:..:..;n-=.o f.:...-.;t:.:.;h:.;::e_C:::..;o u n ty 

This courthouse could process both Circuit and County Court 

cases by the year 2000. Courtrooms and branch offices of the Clerk of 

Court, Court Reporter and State Attorney would be needed in the branch 

by that time . 
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APPENDIX A 

Persons Assisting in this Assignment 
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The following local court officials contributed substantial 

assistance to the consultants in this assignment: 

The Honorable Roger F. Dykes, Circuit Court Judge (Project 
Coordinator) 

The Honorable Dominick J. Salfi, Circuit Court Judge 

The Honorable Kenneth M. Leffler, Circuit Court Judge 

The Honorable Wallace H. Hall, County Court Judge 

The Honora.bl e Harold F. Johnson, County Court Judge 

William Dietz, Executive Assistant to the Chief Judge 

William Staylee, State Attorney's Office 

Norman Robin, Court Reporter's Office 

James Lee, Probation and Parole Office 

The assistance of the following is also gratefully acknowlcdgcct: 

John Harkness, Jr., Florida State Court Administrator 

Kenneth R. Palmer, Judicial Planning Coordinator, Office of the 
State Court Administrator 

Robert Ellis, Seminole County Commissioner 

Judson Burdick, Seminole County Development Plannet 

Reginald Williams, East Central Florida Regional Planning 
Commission 

Gutman, Dragash, and Martz, Atchitects 
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APPENDIX B 

Relevant Seminole County Statistics 
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RELEVANT SEMINOLE COUNTY STATISTICS 

('Olt:TY \,11j'!II,,\III):, 'I' 
,--------,---,--------, --

1!1()() !ll,!JOll 1~)7'i' ]S7,O(l() ~ 
1970 83,7ll0 ]980 lS2,:~llll 

197:; J44,2(l() 2000 :'J'l,!~(lO 
------_ .. --

('------
1'0]>1,1..\'1' J u:;/t: ll:"li IT {\J! II:': .1l11ilT:: --.. -------- ,-------------_ .. --_._---------------

J UDCll/ PI V lSI u: ~ 
YEAH POI'U LAT I (1:~ CltHllnAL C1 \'! L .JllVEN I I.E POPtILAT I O:,./.J lJ!ir~E ---_ .• ----_ .. _---------
Ino 
) 97:; 
1 ~)BO ' 
2000 

83,700 
].14,200 
) 8:2, 3un 
31.1,500 

9 Cirelli t 
1. 25 
2.0 
3.5 

\'; i dt! Jud ~:~!~ 2B.!i 
2.75 .75 30.4 
3.5 ),0 28.0 
5,25 1. 75 30.0 1 _______ , __________ , __ _ .... _--- ,----------_ .. - ... '-..,"'--..;::;~ 

I'OPIlIXllt f U-C-'j-U:-\I-')-' (:~~Jtl-ll-{;l-;~:------------·'----- -, .... --~_#_--,----.-----.------ -----,----,--
... :.EA!~. __ ..!.~~~L'::L~_~):~ . __ N~~,_',m~_!~_(~:~:_lil_)(;E~_, __ I~~2~_~~·A'!,~I.~~(~~.J~l~~~._. __ , .. ,. _____ , .... " __ ,,,.1 

Hl?fl ~.';,7'.)ll 1.0 a:~.·/ 

]9S0 182,3(JO 3.5 52.1 

1

1 n 5 1 '1·1 , 20 (J 2 . 0 n . 1 

~ 2,00: __ 3].1, SO~ ___ 6_. ~O _ .. __ . ___ -=,:_.s ____ , ____ ~., 

----- "" ............ ~---------- ... ------
CRl\!li\,\L CIVIL JUVE1,ILE 

YEAH Fll.':ll/ III Sh)SED PI LED/IlISPC~:En PI LEII/ Dl Sl 'O;:Ell ..... ~ ...... _r ___ ~ __ ~ ____ ... .- <- .~_ - •• ~ __ ~ ._._._~.~ _ ... ___ • ___ .... ~.~._~_~"~ _ .......... ___ • ____ ~ •• _~_~ __ -_~"_"_ - -_,. __ _ 

1974 752/769 28J2/2750 754/551 
1975 859/7!iO 3801/3591 1082/1215 
)9RO l082/N/A 4789/N/A 1363/N/A ._-_._--_. 

_____ ~=_l 
TOTAL 

FILED/DISP. 
.. _" .. - -.".~ - -.-.~ ~~--< 

4318/4070 
5742/5556 
7234/NA 

,------.. ----_._.-~I COW.;'!\, M~ll !·!li::]:'!P.\l, C;\~.UJl/dl .V\l1 l'l:ll.ll'CTI(I:;:; ----- ...... - ... 

COlJNTY 
YEAH Cr.1;·ll!;.\). C1\'.\1. THAFF]C 

COllNTY 
TOTAL 

_____ , __ ~~- ..... _~~ _________ .... ____ ~ .. __ . ___ ... \o' ____ ••• __ ,~_ •.•••. ~_. _~ " ... ___ , ~ _______ . 

197 "1 1,482 
1 D75 1,709 
1 D77 1. 87~) 
J ~HW 2,] 53 

2,434 
3,018 
:~,319 

3,R02 

13,521 
1 ,1 J (170 
lull,IO 
1 H ,,1 HI 

17,437 
19,397 
21 ,338 
24,439 

~1UNICIPAL 

13 ~ , 43 
11 ,560 
12,672 
14,490 

~ __________ ----____ ----__ --.--__ -----------------__ ----------~----------l 
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APPENDIX C 

Standards and Design Guidelines* 

* U.S., Department of Justice, Law Enforcement Assistance 
Administration, National Institute of Law Enforcement and 
Criminal Justice) SPACE MANAGEMENT AND THE COURTS: DESIGN 
!lAN..P.l~09_1\, by F. ~1icJ);ie1-\101)~J:Y~D.-) -(Hash; ng-f6il,-o-:-c. : 
Government Printing Office, 1973), pp. 50-65. 

-50-



_I 
~I 

• '~.;.I 

---~ 

I' 
I~ .",. 

'COUf(rnOOM 

'Ql Tltn courtcoom should be tJ syrnbolic oxtcmion of tho concept of justice; its urchi1t!cture $hould 
express tl lis id pill. 

(i,I Court/(JOIll 5L~t) and !,Iw/lo should be (/uu!rrnincd byfullctionul nne! (HlvirOllnlC!nt~1 requirements, 

tlw kinds of CiJSO!> IlCJnc!ll!d ,mcj thu routirle fluml)(:r of purticipiil1t5 (JIll! spect,dtof'S. 

o .Judici.Ji functions of " HiDI or IWilrirl[) C<H1 be Dccor"rnodiJtcc1 ~vitllirl lin area of (lPfJloxim'ltldy 
500 sq. flo (v/it/;out jury) ,Ind 700 sq. fL {witl l jury}. 

o Sin! of the pul:lic ObSf!IV<ltion areil in most c('ur trooms ~1lDUIc1 IH! deterillined by tlw size or tile 
jury jl<ilh:I, u!.ually 2G to 30 ptnS()I"IS for ,I 12-c,1uI1 jury l.lI1d 12-1G p(!fSOn$ for (j !>ix-nwn jury, pil,s 

arr cJci(;itioIlal 10- 15 50uls for tlw gecwral puLlic. (1\ Her impanelinu, (JcJditiofilil Will:; l)(:conw \iv,.il­
able for tile public). 

(P Tho trend is 1CiwarcJ scrwllor trial courtroum5 (~,OOO - 1,200 sq. ft.) with (] smal! IILJP1ber of I,lrgi: 

courtrooms {l,GOO - 2,000 sq. ft.} for colc:mJ<.qi(I.l ilnd rnotic)fls f~lfIctiof1s, if fleCl!~,S'lry. 

Gl Floor-t?-ccilinD heiohts of srrlUll-to-mcdium sized courtrooms should be 10 to 1 G feot. 

o 110i£ll1t williin il courtroom nec·(j not b8 unifum and should be mCij~;urc:d in terms df syrnbolic and 

environm(!I1ti:.1 fuctu(s. (/\ courtroom migllt be planned, for inst(mc(~, witll a central judiciill ,It't:;J 

higher 1han SUI founding public and jury ureas.) 

g, Courtroom 'Ippearance ~H)d al1lbi,mC8 should be restrained, yet chcerful, with adequate li~Jht lind 
color c(}()tr,:sl to rc!i(:\'(.! rnonotony. 

GI EnvironnlontiJl criteria should be cJc:tt"!rmiflcu by the kind and extent of <Jctivilics, <md I)i l:lU 

pSyGliolo~~h;DI response dl:sircd from participllr1ts rtnu spec[(Jtor5. 

o COllrtrl.oms should hav 
jUdW1, jury, (Jttorn(~y5, 

(secured). 

SCP<H ate Cllt rtJ nces r or spectn tors, pccss, I it inants, witncsscs (public); 

.lit pCff,onnel, wilntJs;~~<; (priwlw); and prisoners and court offic~ers 

(ll En1runccs nnd exits fo" participants should be corefully gro.lped mid located as close as po!.~ible 
to tlluir staticHls in tlw courtroom. 

o All participcH1t5 in c:ourtrocm procc(;din[J~ slloulJ be able to.SC!lJ and to hear cncll other clearly. 

o DiS1<lnc(~ of movementand conflicting movement by p3rticipurl1S during a triol or hearing should 
be Ildrdrnl'zed. 

(,) A courtroom dot:s not function in isolation; its necessary (]ncillory facilities include judnfls' 

ch<lInbers, jury deliberation room, prisoner IlOldin!! facility, witness room lind attorneys' confer­
ence room. 

" Courtroom furniture should be an integral P;)rt of the arcilitec1Ure, dcsinrwcJ to ()ccornmocJiJle 

hunilln "ctivities. rV1uch of it clin be rnovalJle for floxibility, colorful without being di!iw,ctil1!J, und 

durilble for wt!,)r and swill resist,H1cu. 

" Wilere IlCC(!S5<11'Y. heavy furniture such tiS the jlJd~F!'S bnnei1, ckr /<'s slation, \vitno!;s box, jury box 
[lnd attorneys' lablos ciln Iw comlrucled in lI1ociul;lr !tl'ctiof1!) for rapid il!i!;lll1lhly, WlllHl IWGess{Jl'V . 
Movablo clwirs for tho public &/lUuld bu avoided LJl.!causc of Il{)i~c and pilfuraoc problems. 
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" Provision should be Ilwde for central .l(~co,din!l of COlin proc('cdill{JS; rnicrophol1cs !.!:ouid btl 
de!;i!JIl(~d liS ull int(~OI <.11 part of C'ourtroom 1urniturc, .md ~pLJCC llnd fJcrsonnc[ Icquill!U for efficient 
opC!rtltion should bc planned ill advl.ince . 

G COlli Irool11 illlcriois $llOUld be dcsi9nod to minimize acoLJstic(J1 problems; volullH! nncl disl,,,l(;C! 
;;llould be reducud in very l<.Irge courtrooms to control rcver/)ef"<.Ition lime (ide;", 0.8 toi second), 

tllUrebv il'/oidin\j iln echoinD effect. This can be accomplislled by a hung ccilinU, 5urf(lce tre"t . 
mont or a reduction ill room size. 

Q Courtroom s/1dpe ~.I)(1uld not be long or n"rrow and wall~ 5110UId not be pil/,dlcl or fini1;/ipd in 
sOlllld-rdleClivlJ Ilwteliills. Such conditions would caU5e excussive sound fluttering. To <JIlt:vi"W 

this pl1tJIlOlltCnOn, reduce room lennth, avoid the usc of long pLlral/ol walls and finish with D,Jj1ro­

priate ousorptivu materit:lI: 

o Courtroom shope, eSj1ecially in the judicial area, should not be circular Elnd constructed with reo 

flective malerials. Concave surfaces focus sound at tha center and create an uncomfortiJlJlc 
feelinn to tho speaker. 

o In large courtrooms, Willis at the front of the courtroorn should be of reflective materiiJls so til,lt 
sound uen8ratcd from tile judicial area is reflected to the public sCutiny Elrea, usu(Jlly at the rCur of 
tile cou rtroorn. 

Q \Valls and ceiling at the rcar of the courtroom (around the j1ublic scnting area) should be fini5hcd 
with <.!bsorptiv(? matcrials to prevent sound from ref/ecting back to 11ie judicial area, creatin£l 
echoing effccts in lurge spacus. 

G The floor 0; the courtroom siluu!C: iJe finished with c6rpel or padUf.;d vinyi, especially in the 
judicial area, for noise reduction. 

o Every courtroom should Iwve <J soundlock or shure one with an udjoinin9 courtroom. Gy desiwlillU 
the soundlock so tl1jt.one 5et of doors would gencriJlly be closed before tile other sot is opened, 
noise trammission level from public waiting or circu!ation SPdCPS could be minimized. 

- Q Fully air-conditioned courtrooms with sealed windows, especially the double-gl;1Zed type with 
internal venetian blinc...:i, will have far fewer j1roblems of high traffic noise Dnd dust and grit level 
commonly clssociated V\'ith metropolitan centers. 

Q. In situations wltcra direct sunlight could calise discornfortino glare, courtrooms should be intern,,1 

spaces. Windows in courtrooms along exterrwl walls should be designed only for viSUal relief. 
Alilightiri'o for j1crforrning t(Jsks should be provided by llrtificial li£lhtil19 svstcms. 

o Courtrooms ShOlllu be adequCltcly air-conditioned <mel ventilClted, and thermJI conditions should 
be scparutcly control/cd in each courtroom or group of courtrooms. 

o An DdeCju<.lte number of electrical outlets should be loctlted ncar anticipated power cquipmunt 
placement, e.g., sound recording cquipnwnt, amj1lifiers, projectors, x-ray viewN, desl< Idmps, <Ind 
so 011. 

(,I A sCpilriltc IWJt.inO, ventilatinu and air-conditioninu system should be installed to service niUht and 
weekend courts. The nlJin pldnt CLln be shut down nt ni!Jht ,/lid during weukends. 
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"JUDGE'S GEiJCl1 

'0 The judge: 

{) U~uall/ weiJrs a bulky rebe und requires a large armchair; 

(i Exercises protective influence over witnesses; 

o Views and IICCJrs all parlicipunts in courtroom; 

Q Speaks loudly wlll:m addressing court, instructinn jurors, ildmonishing sllectators; 

o Sno,d<s sofUy vvllcn conversing privately with DHorneys, bailiffs, and court clerks; 

(;) Passes exhibits and documents to attorneys and court clerks. 

Q The height and arca of the judne's bench and platform should arrropril1tcly expres'l the role of 
the judge and the dignity of tl18 court. The judge's eye level, when he is seuted, should be higlJer 
than any other participant or spectator, stunding or seated. 

Q The judflc'S bench should be equipped with "(or provision be made hr) a microphone connected 
to all aJnplifier controlled eitlwr by the judue or the cleric 

Q The judge's bench should Iwve a 4 to G in. high railing ar<:1tilnd the work surface; the work surfr.ce 
s/lOuld slope toward the judge to prevent attort1t:ys from seeing documents on tIm juc1ue's bench. 

o The judge should be able to communicate with his secretary in chambers directly by a telephone! 
intercom system. 

o The judne slJ(luld be dble to alprt, without detrction in the courtroom, <' C'0f1tr[>1 S~C[lr!ty cnntrol 

room. Court officers should be able to hear, and even see, the problem in any courtroom, and to 

take approprim8 steps. They should also be alJle to cOI11n1unicJte with the judge or with other 
court purticipants through a loudspeaker system dur1ng an emergency. 
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ATTOI1NEYS' AND llTIGAi'JTS' STATIONS 

. 
o A1torncys usuilll'l are deeply involved during court procudures, Llnd th(' physical (mvironnwl1t 

should be cunducive to til is conditioll. 

Q Attorney!; and lili!iiJllts should be uble to confer in privutr. lit their stntions without being {)vur­
lwU/u by jUlors, opposinfj ,HlOflwys, oppo~jng litiUitnts or by ollwrs in the courtroom. 

Q Attorneys should be able to move easily from tllCir stJtions 10 iJ lectern, tile jud[;e's bench. court 
clerk's statioll, court reporter's st<Jtion, jury box ,md witne:.s vox. 

G Attorneys and litiuof1l5 5hould be 8ble to sec, hear and un seen <lnd hearu by jUdne, witncsses, 
court clt!rf~, jurors und court reporter. 

o Distance should be approximLit0ly equal between the tlttornuys' stellions or Iccterns, witnc.':~s twx, 
jury box and judfjc's vench. 

Q Attorneys Ilandle onel examine c}:hibits and lenal documunts; tl'iI~ir stations should [g~ "Gi'qu.:ltely 
lighted 10 cmt/Jlu them to read firw print on Icg,)1 documents . . 

(# Each <Jtt()~lleyts st(Jtion ~hould be equ-lppcd with (or provisions made for) ;] microphone connected 
to em Clrnplifier controlled either by the judge Of' the clerk. 

o To the extent possible, wirin9 for rnicroflhoncs and li~lhling nrOllfld the attorneys' still ions should 

be from a floor duct system that provides the fwc8ssClry outlot lIc:xibility \',1ithout lanu lenuths of 
vvires exposed on the floo:-. 

Gt The location of the ;~efencJlJnt's (ind 8ttorney's stations in the judicial area slwuld be closer to the 
prisoner holding l'icilities tlliln tho prosecuting attorney's location, so th"t tile dist<.lI1C<1 bctwcun 
prisoner holding facilities and tiie defendant's lOCation in the judicial area is minim<.d. 

, 
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WITNESS STAND 

, 
o Mi,ny voluntr.er wifl1(!SS()S testify tlt personal sacrifice of tima and money <lnd ot the risk of Iwillfj 

Iwrmcd; tl1ey d(!s(~r'Je ti,e courtesy of the court ilnU of triJI participilnts. 

Q W/wn not te$tifyin~Jr witnesses in controversiCJI tritl~s silould be isolated for their $(jfet y ,ifld pro­
toc~ions. 

Q Witncs~cs ()iilY be under emotionClI strain; consequentlv, the cn~ironrncntai conditions of the rooms 
in which they ",r(1iL should lw calm and cheerful. 

G Witlw!,scs arc untitled to the nrotectioll of the court and the judge who servcs as the imptlrti",1 
arbiter. 

o Non-encroachment distance between attorneys and witn8sses Sllould be at leClst G feet. 

o VvitllGsses should be able to see, and be seen as close to ful: face (l.s possible, tlnd 10 hear aHOrnG},s, 

judge, court clerk WId jurors. 

G WfWfl (j'oswcr inn attorney's questions, witnesses should l)c clearly seen <md heard by otlorn£:ys, 
juclge, ju rors and court reporter. 

Q \Nitne~:;es on the stand receive, examine, and return exhibits. A fbead or hinued !>helf for 111i8 
purpCI$e 5hould be purt of tile witness IJox design. 

Q Witrwss box could be movable and, pcrhups, constructed tIS a modular unit. 

o Floor bvel of the witness bO)~ should be slightly lower than that of the judgl1's bench, but not so 
low that til() judge cannot se\~ clc:arly the witness' fnce. 

10 The witrlCss box shouid be equipped (or provisions mudo for) with a microri1ollc cOllnectt'!ci to tin 
amplifier controlled by the jud~Je or the elm k. Many witnesses nro netvous and tend to spc<1k very 
softly. Amplirication of \vitlless' testimony is of special importanciJ to the court reporter. 

CJ Durin£) serious crirllinClI trials or tric.ds with potenti::ll violence or disruptioll, D bailiff or court of­
ficer should br. loctlted in close proximity to the witnoss stand, rcady to assist or protect tho wit­
ness, if the need arise . 

-57-



--------_ ... _--.......... _ .......... ---_.\ 

-

1111 

II. 
f I. I. 

1/ 

I 
Y' ."J. 1 

, .. , 

JUHY 80X 

• 
G Jurors of len Si!rvC at personal !'"crifice of time (lnd money; they dl!5C'rvlJ the cour t~sy of the court 

<HId of trial fwnicipiJOlS. Tlw (ocilities in the CO!)rtroc'll) should be adcquilte, unobi.rusive: "lid 
wcll·dc5i~(lCd for their needs. 

o Jurors !'llOUld be adequat(!ly separated from the public to vvoid interference (Jnd iliiprOi)l:r influ. 

{j A builiff or C(JUrt officer should be located bet\veen jurors and the public to prtlvcnt communic0' 
tion bt!twr~i:1J tI,8m. 

(;) Jurors should be adequ<,t'ely separated in distance - a minimum of G ft. - from attorneys <lnd 
litigants to prevent their overlitJaring private conversations. 

e Juries uro lIsu;lIly selected ,md irnpejfJclt.)d in court berort} the judge. Juries in civil cases in some 
locations arc sldecWd in separate jury impaneling "oorns. 

o Jurors should be ablc to see, be seen and to iW<lr attorneys, judge, witness('s and court clerk. , 

(') During (!x(lminntion of witnesses, all jurors should Le able to see attorneys <lnu witneS5i:S uS clo!>u 
to full lace ,Hi pcssible. 

Q Jurors fC!ccive, examine ancl return e}:llilJits. Fix£:d or hinged shelves should be designed as <In in­
tegral part of the jury box on its outside surface for restirlg large exhibits. . . 

o Floor level of the highest tier of the jury box should be lower than fllat of tho jlldU(l'~ !)(>r.ch. 

e Depending on the layout of the courtroom, it is possible to substitute the traditional "mo(h:~$ty 
mil" in front of tile jury box with a table SUrf"CIJ 28-29 in. above floor level so that the front 
row of tlw jury box c;m be used by either the plaintiff or the defendant durill[J a non-jury trit.l. 

Q The front row of the jury box should be on the same floor level <is the judicial <.trC8; if juries are 

reduced from 12 to G members, the front row of scats could be removed without exten!:>ive 
renovations. 

o \Vlwrc possiblt~r the jury box should be located on tho side of the courtroom closest to the jUiY 

deliberation room. Jurors should not have to ~"'CJlk ncross the. jUdiciul mell, nor should they h[Jvc 
to Wed" through public spaces, to reach tile jury deliberation room. 

, 
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COUilT HEPOrnc8'S STATION 

o The court reporter: 

'" is responsible for ruco/dinn court proceedings by shorthand, bV stenogl3pllic Jl1l1chilH! or by 
aUlol1l<llic sound recordino devic:us; 

o rnusl sec the facio I expressions of witness, attorneys, Clnd judge, iJrlc.! heur c:vury work Spo:<l)n; 

(,) should be locatnd close to the witness bo)(, 8I1pro}:imatr:ly eCluidistallt frorn jlJd~,e, attorrlC:Ys 
and jurors so • .11 hear him cqu81ly well when he rCuds buck to the court, at tile jud~le's request, 
purls of the transcript; 

g is usually responsible for marking and iden1i~ :ng exhibits before they arc passed to the court 
clerk for s<;f8ket~ping; 

(,) should be uS inconsj)icuous as 110ssiblc, especially to the witness who should not be intimidi,ted 
or made to feel conscious that every word he utters is being re,corded; 

o at times has to record the ansI/vcrs of an emotior181 witness by indicDting his eX[Jression wnd the 
moverncllt of his haud and hands. 

o Of ;:.11 tri,,1 pt,rticij1ulHS, tile witness is most unfanliliur to the court reporter. The loc<.itioilal lela­
tionship uetween the court reporter and the witness is therefore most importunt. 

Q H .is importeJ!lt that the furniture and equi[Jment used by the court rC[Jorter be desinned as oil 
integr81 p<lrt of courtroom furniture. Design should m<:Jintiiin court dignity, providing for orderly 
£tJc}:in~ of stC:1a-t~ipCS out of pubt!c \.':0'1,,', ~nd so on. 

Q When an interpreter is required, he should \)8 loented to one side of the witness, facing the court 
rcporter, and bc cusily.. seen by judge, attorneys and jurors. 
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COLiirr ClElU('S STATION 

. 
Q The COllrt cleric 

\) servo!'. the court anel judoc; 

Q assist!; in efficient oreration of courtroom procedures; 

(} checks case files, par.ses theln to ancJ receives them from the jucltJc; 

Q lYIakes records of c<:Jse determinations; 

~ is responsible for tile custody of exhibits; 

. 0 calls pro~,pcctivc jurors to the jury box' and SWCilrs in imrancled jurors for jury duty; 

() calls witnesses to the vvilness box and administers the oMh. 

o The court clerk's station: 

o adjoins the judge for ease of communication. and for p()ssing clucu/n(lI)ts; 

(;I accor'nmodiltes Ll large number of C(J!)e files 8ncJ other legal documonts and exhibits, thus re .. 
quiring mmdmum (in appeLlrance) work surface area; 

Q should be lower in height and less significant in appeLlrance than the jl1doe's bench and lhe wit .. 
ness box. 

G Tlie COllrt clerk's work surface should be surrounded by a rail to prevent attorneys from seeing 
documents unc1 to cover sound recorcJi~g equiprnent. 

(jl Furniture to hOUSE: sound recording equipment should be designed as an integrul rart of the court 
clork'sstlltion. Such equipment sltould be located for ease of operation and should 110t be visU(Jlly 
obstructive, 

(;I The cOLlrt clerk's stC1tion should Iwve the same alnrm!intercom system as the jl1cJuu: a direct inter .. 
com line to a central security control room activated by the touch of a button under the work 
surface. 

Q Adequate provision should be made on the work surface for swmps and ink pads frequently used 
by the court clerk. 

'\ 
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hA,LlFr:rS on counT Or:FIC[H'S STATIO;\] 

. 
Go TI)(j bailiff or court officur is ff)!ipomilJle for: . 

,) security of the courtroom ill1d sofelY of purticipDnts; 

o kccpin(J order in the courtroom; 

(,) Surely, seGurity, and privacy of judo8 Clnd jurors; 

" safety ,mel seclJl"ity of untainod dufendilflt!i; \' . 

Q removal of persons causing disruptions during court proceedings; 

o ci1l1ino ,mel cscortino witl)(:sses; 

Q announcing entry of the judge; 

o running errancis for the judge during triill or hcuring. 

o -rhe uailiff should be strategically placed to perJorm tho ilbove dUlies offectively. 

Q Durillg tl public-interest t!'i,ll, ono court officer shou:d be locawd between jury <mel public, ()()oii\()r 

in close proximity to tho jucJuc, and a third for tl:o tran!ifnr of rrisoners Gnd vvi1ncs!;()s. More UI,d"l 

one' court officer would be needed to handl(! multiplo defundc:mls durinn fulony crirninul tridls. 

o Tho b,liii[f SllOu/d bo uulo to seo all p<.JrticipQnts and public. 

Q The bailiff requires a srnCll1 table with gavel used for culling the court to order uS lite jucJgo enters 
tIle courtroom. 
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Pn2SS fACILITIES 

'0 Tile prcGS has tho riOllt to attend und rcr)Qrt tri;.:d proceed in Os, c;(cept juvcniln and adoption (,Uf.uS, 
the records of wldch iJIC kept conficJcllti<.J1. 

Q Sll.:l linU for tile press can uo reserved in tho front row of the public S[Wctlllor area, or to tilO side of 
the courtroom, the 10cLltioll of ton dutermirwcJ by 10Clli policy. 

G Press reporters should be no closer than 9 ft. to attorneys and Iitigllnts to avoid overhc<Jrin!J pri­
Vala c:onverfi"tion. 

Q Adequute tell)plrone facilitkls should be made (lvDiluble to the press in close proximity to court­
rooms on each floor. 

Q A prc['s room sllould be mnne aVlliiable in close proximity to tho building entrance or on the court 
floor. 

o A Ulazcd partition separating C1 press room from the judicial area of tlw courtroom would nnl.I,lo 
the reporter to telephone informDlion to his-editor during triul without disf'uplinu court proc(.h 
elures. (Some rcportClls may object to tile glazed portition on the grounds that they WOll Id lose the 
"feel" of tile trial.) 

Q If the press roorn is separated physically from the courtroom, tile sound ol1d view of court pro­

ccceJings will have to be trClllsmitted into the sflacc uy mCl,lnS of video-wpc and close:d circuit tHle­

vision equipment. However, consideration minht be given to desi~llling a central press room dW"y 
from courtrooms in which reporters could view several trials on closed-circuit television simul­
taO(~ou~ly or sf~18ctjv8Iy. 
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'0 Tile f1ublic: 

\) hus the riUllt to ,Iltend ('J/I trials (lnd IlCarinus in tile role of 5pcctator; 

9 nced not bo relC(liJted to tile trnditio/1,J/ pO!Jition in tho r(~ur Iwlf of the courtroom whcru only 
backs of atloflll!Ys alld litiuants (~nd 5iJcs of juroni can l.w SuCH!; 

o should lJe able to set! nnd hear all pilrticip'.lr)ts LlS cluilrly (15 possible:; 

o should relllllin inconspicuous and unobtrusive as possiblc to trial participtlnts; 

Q in t/w future r.1(IY bu phy~ic(jlly f,(!j)nmtod {rom tht) courtroom ill vim'/in!] space:s oql.ii);)()d "vith 

closed-circuit television (tlwrclJY permitting courtroom size to be reducud). This would {Ipply 
specifically 1.0 sonsational und public-interest trill Is. 

o In some courtroofns, it is possible and advantageous to plan public obscrv,ltion filcilitids to 0ilQ. 

side of the jlldicial areLl. 

9 For Ilioh-seGurity courtrooms, detection doviccs should be installed inconspicuously at till! on­
'lranCG to the public obsclv()tion (Jrea to detect firenrms, bonibs and otlh:r dtHllje(Ol,SW(]<lPOiIS. 
Such duvice5 could b£: incorporatt}d into 1ho door frome. 

o For controversi\ll trials, public onterinn the COlJrtroorns could 1)0 suhject to a search by Ilwle <1;1(j 

ft!~nale court offic;crs. TCnljJorary facilities could be instal18d to iiccomfllodate such iJc;;jv;,i\~s. 

Q SilO of -lhe pu!)lic obsclYntion arca in tile courtroom sllould bu dctclrmined to ,j larGe eX.Hmt by 

the averaU(~ number of prospective jurors in a p~nel brought into tile courtroom for jury snlection 
and impanelinfj. 

o The public observation area in tl criminal trial courtroom gunerully requires morc Sj)ilCQ thim ill ii 

civil trinl courtroom, tile exception beif.'9 the courtroom used to hear contested divorce or pro­
bate cases. 

Q Courtrooms in close proximity to jury Llssembly spaces nwy only require scating cap<icity for port 
of n pnnel, tho othnf' IHlIt to bo brouuht into the courtroom oilly if rHquimd. 

" Floors should iJe cnrpetcci where possible 10 minimize impllct noisH. 

G Public entry into courtrooms should bu via soundlock to minimize ilirborne sound:; from [JulJlic 
corridors or waiting spllces. Onc set of doors normally would be closed before tbe otllor was 
opened. 

~63- I. 
f 



O'[H[;\ COUflTflOOM fACI LlTI ES 

, , 

-Tlw followill~1 filcilities !illOUld be instal/lid where applicllble: 

DISPLAY EXI/IDITS 

o MIlUlllltic bOiJrd for cilartino, druwino, and for holding papur cxl1ilJi (s. 

o TllcldJoiucl for cemlboard exhibits. 

o Ooth exhilJil i.Jollrcls Cllll be portablu, or preferably, built·in. Onu Wil)' of inteWiltinn boards Witll 

C()IIr/rOOfl1 elusion is to provido 1I swivel'Inourlt flush to wall willI /Jodld Ilack of tlw Siil1W [ll'ttor. 
illl 8S tll(}W;i11. 

Q Each bourd 5110uld be i:t 1:-<15t Gt1 x 42 in. at 3G in. minirnw;1 haioht nbovo floor level. 

(,I Anole of vision subtendl!d at tho bowds shoulu be nrelltor thlJn 30 d(lgreos. 

(.) Point(~r: 3642 ifl. 1011:1 (c~1/1 ue coll~ipsiblo). 

o B<1ttory ofwr'dr.d liOht pointer for explainino sli~lc or film displays'in iJ darkenod courtroom. 

Q An acJeqlJnlu supply of ma[Jnctil! Stri[J5, waler-color m<lrkcrs and cll)[lIli nn clot/IS. 

a M"{JlIetic board, tnckbonrd and cl1alkbo<:lrd should be designed for simultancous u5a8u durinu 
court proc(wdin(Js. 

PHOj;;'C'I10N OF IMAGES OF EXi/IUITS 

Q Slidoalid movin projectors should I.le sto((~d at a centralloention for lise in cOlJrtroorn, on request. 

Projection screen can be portable or buill-in, dcpondino on ~h(! frequency of u:;c. 

Q I f the magnetic board cannot be lIsed as proj(;ction screon, then a roll-up scrocn could be instillluu 
above tlw /)o[tld, recesst;d inlo the W<lil or coiling. 

Q Thn anula of vision subtcllcJed at tile display bOtlrds <lpplics to tho projocted in11lU()s, also. 

(,) ElectricDI OUtl(11S should be provided at the expected location of projectors. 

o A flortable j1rojector stil"d should be collllpsiblc for cas)' storage; tl built·in sttllld should be ro. 
cossed into a w<J1I or closut. 

~ AI1 x·ray viownr or t'l shudow box for rrnscnting medical evidonce Hkcwiso c<ln be inlcgr"l(:ci with 
courtroom wall design, depcmding 011 tl10 frequency of lise. This equipment 0(111 also bo porlilble. 

o In the fordae;,;ble future, images of an cxllibit m,IY be projecwd on n movable Il1LJlti-!>idncl tcliJvi­

siol1 device slIspumlcd from the ccilinn at the center of tile judici,J/ area or. on individwd tCI~1Visi()11 
monitors at several COUI tl'OOI11 locations. Tllo judoc, WilIlUSS, jurors, attorneys, litin(Hlts ,mel the 

puillic Cilf1 all soc tlw samn ima{Je on their side of tile scrcen. This is an<lloUuous to the multi.si<.;ud 
scoreboard used in toc!av'ssports arenas. 

CLOC/( 

o An into[}ral pan of wull elusion, the clock should be located opposite the juchlc's bench at tile rear 
or on ono sidu o( the judic;iJl.lf'Ua or courtroom. 

Q All clocks in il cOllrt buildino should be synchroni/oeJ with a Ilwstcr lock system. 

Q Imtfgc of tinw on digital clock could be registerud on futl{rc vidoot<lpc of tri.:d procccdinf)S to pre-
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vmll i(lInperillO of 1110 tupo . 

• STOi1AGE 

(.I Spnco of III Ir.\ist 25·30 flo sq. should bo provided for stor,lOO of items such os displilY (HiUiPl,hlnl 

(llld I!lOVillllll furniture slich uS foldina chain;. Interior Sh,lVUS of vtlrious dl!;){IlS ilnd ;lOi~titls fro.n 
:l()or to cl!ililltl should be uc1equctwly li~Jhlcd - 20·30 ft. cunclC!ls (ft. c.). Stor<tL/c SpilCtJ siiould bo 
locked wll<.!n /lot in usc. 

(;) Ac/joining courtmoills und those with access throu~Jh a priv':lte corridor cun shuw SlOrCi£jC spuces. 

G001<SlfELVES 

(;I Several sllelvos should bn provided under the bench SUI face at the Wiln05$ side of tlw jUdud'S 

bench or hchillc1 it. These shelves could be used for local statutes or other books thot the judiJe 

may frequently f1eed for reference. 

o Unless rni'llldiJtory, no other bookshelvns arc needed in the courtroom to acconI1T1c)(i,Jtc leNV bo()k$. 
SlIch books (Ire used very infrequently in the.courtmorn and tlloy could be housed rnoru lI~,:flll:y 
in tile law library. The courtroom should not be usnd as a s()telli1C law library for altoiiieys. 

COAT BACKS 

Q fi0ucly-mmle coat n~cks nro usu<llly untidy when placed nt ranciom in the pub:ic (lfOil <Adjoining 
tho entrallce. COut closets should be desiglled (lS an integrc::d part of tilE:: rear or side wall de5i~i1 so 
tlwt they we 110t visually obtrusive. 

Q Shclvin(J 5hould be cnrcfully designed to (lccornmodate huts, coats, umbra/I.!s CJnd rain or snow 
boots in certLlin areas with wet and cold climatos . 
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COURTROOMS: DESIGN STANDARDS 

Pri:nuy Actiyity Related Furniture! 
ParJcipant People Equipment 

rolCge Readir.g. Bench surface, 
wn:tr.£ swjv~l chair/files, 

books, documents, 
exh;:>its 

Talking 
• ~"iet Clerk, attcrneys, 
• loud ta;:iff, jurors, Micrc.phone 

:!ttcrr.eys, p:..biic 
\'t;tnes$es 

VIewing Atbr,"eYs, Jurers. 
IitiEa".ts, ccurt 
repcr:er, Clerk. 
'tI'itnesses 

"'!tome;- Reaoln •• Table surkce, 
writir.f chaIr/files, books, 

dOcJments, exhibits 

Tzlking 
.. quiet lit:~i'r.!.s, ~ttomeys,-
·Icud wit;oe~5. J!;~ge, lectcrn/micro~hor.e, 

jurors. ccurt per· files, books, exhibits 
sonne:, pu~lic 

VIewing Witness, ieOle, 
jurors. co~n 
personnel 

h~vfng Witness, judge, liiles, books, docu-
jurers, cieri< ments, eXhi~j:ts 

Utlpnt Reading, TaDle surface, 
Wn!ing: chair 

Tal~ing 
• <;ulet Attorneys 

Viewing Attcrneys. judge, 
witness, jurors 

Wltn= Reading Attorneys Witness box shelf/ 
exhibits 

Talking 
·Io~d Attcrneys, judge, Microphone 

c:e,k, court reo 
poner 

Vie'ning At::r::eys, judge, 
jurors. fi!a;;!nts, 
couO"! personnel 

Jl!rors Reading Attorneys Jury box/exhibits 

T31king 
'/Qud Attorneys, Judge, 

clerk 

II .; 

Plztiarm Area 
Height 
above floCir 

rur.r!I1U:i:t/ CIl':CU· 
EQUi?I'lEfir LATIOt{ 

(Inc!:e~) (sq. it) (sq. tt.) 

14-20 Ber.;;h 15-18 20-25 
Chair &-7 

Floor I~ve/ Table 12-15 
ChaJr4-5 

Lectern 7-9 

Floor level Table 8-10 
Chair 4-5 

&-12 Shelf 4-6 
Chair 4-5 

Row 1 floor level Chair 4-5 
Rew 2-6 In. 
Row 3-12 in. 

.:, 
( 

25-30 

9-11 

100-150 

8-10 

-

7-9 

5-G 

lighting ACOllStiCS Access 

ron,1. lIeh,. mE BACKGROUND AVERAGE SPACE ACCESS/ LEVEL HOISE LEVEL ABSaR?TIOH SECURITY (sq. ft.) (ft.-c<lndle:) CCEFFICIEHT 

41-50 50-70 warm, NC 25-30 . Cha":1bers or Prlvate/mzxlmum d;rect, robi~li: room 
possible 
spot· 
lightinz 

NC 25-35 
NC30-40 0.10-0.15 

reilective 

30 min. warm. 
seml-dlrect 
and direct 

41-50 50-70 warm. NC 25-35 Externaloffh:e f".-!Jlic/,..,Inlmc:n 
direct D.A. or legal aid i'rivate/limlred 

staff oHice 

NC 25-35 
1&-20 50-70 Individual NC 30-40 0.10-0.15 

I lirting 
lO o lectern 
lO 

30 min. warm, I 
direct or 
semi-direct 

20-25 50-70 warm, NC 25-35 External (on ball Pu!J/ic/mlnlml:m direct or sU!!lncns) 
detention Private/tl'.arir::t:::l 
facilities 

NC 25-35 0.25-0.30 
absorptive 

20 min. warm, 
direct or 
seml-dfrect 

15-20 50-70 warm, HC 25-30 0.10-0.15 8:te r::a I Publ!c/minlr:;um 
direct reflective Isolation space Private/rr.aximum 

(secret wioess) 

NC 25-35 

9-11 10-50 warm, NC 25-30 0.20-0.30 Jury aS3embiing Private/r..axlmum 
variable direct or or im~ane1ing 

seml·direct spaces 

NC 25-35 



, 
Atto~neys., j.;dge, 

HC~s.-.:..rs 
\'1ewinz 

5-3) Vf,~1 ;;~. 

clerk, htiga~ts, 
variable dire:! or 

court per,o/1nel 
seml·direct 

Court Reccr~ C~3ir. de~k (cplion!l) Floor level O~~.;:;. 7 6-8 15-21 50-70 warm, IiC 20-25 O,2~,40 staH officer P:inte/lir:li:~ 

Reporter pracedin!:s /ste~=eril~hi: max. 6 in. Ch)lr :>-4 (with sC'!lj·clrect abscrp~ive 

mactH~e ~nd bpes M.1ch;!l'! 1-2 GC~~) 

feed cala to Desk (c~lional), Desk &-7 6-8 15-21 50-70 dayUght, NC ,,5-30 0.25-C.40 

com;:uter cr:~ir Ir£;ct:;JtacJe Chair 3-4 (w~tn alte:! absorptl\le 

to C03:X1~: c2o:e Macllinu 1-2 desk) 
tJ computer 

Ta:king Je'1lge, attJrney~ 
50-70 daylight, NC 2!>-30 O.W-O.40 

·Io'.d. witnes.ses 
direct 

readong 
,1 

V,ev.ing JoCe;e. ~ttorneys, 25mln. NC 2!>-30 

witne::;ses. clerk, 
Jurors 

Court Clerk Reacing. Desk, chair/flies. 6-8 Desk 17-18 15-18 31-41 50-70 d3y:Ig~t, NC 2!>-35 • Clerk's office Private/Ilmlt~ 

WrIting documents, Chatr 4-5 direct 

exhibits 

T3ik:ng Judge 
warm, NC 2!>-30 
sC'Ol'·direct 

• G",et 
-led Microphone WU!':'I. tiC 25-35 0.10-0.15 

direct 

PaS$i~6 Ju~ge, !ttorneYs Iii! es. ~occments, warm. NC 25-35 

't 
doccmcnts exhi~lts 

semJ-dJrect 

C<;rr.:nunicating Jc~ge's l'ersonnel, /telcphone, C.R.T. Monitor 3-4 5-$ ,8-10 50-70 warm, NC 2!>-35 0.40-0.60 

cor;~uter per .. Monitor, alarm direct absorptive 

:icnr.eJ signal 

Re~ordi~l: /recording equi~ment - Desk 4-5 5-$ !}-11 50-70 daylight, 0.50-0.60 
direct 

Viewing Ju~!:e. attorneys, 30 min. warm, 

Wj.t~CSSCSI j:.:rors, 
semi-direct 

I 

co:;rl persor-nel 

r-.. 
1..0 

Balllff or Calling order Pu~:ic, trial Desk (optional). Floor level Desk 6-3 5-10 15-23 20-40 daylight, NC 30-40 0.10-0.15 Staff offices PT.lv~te or p:ellc/ 
J 

Co~rt Ofiicer p3rti:ip3fiU chait/gavel max. 51n. Chair 1:-5 (with direct reflective ml:llmt:m 
desk) 

Viewi::g p~~:ic, trial ~mtn. Y!3rm, NC 30-40 

partlc1pants 
semi·direct 

R~~",lrg Jedge 
NC 3C-40 

er:;:!~::!s 

Press Writi:lg Shelf. chair Floor level Shelf 3-4 5-S 11-16 30-50 day:tgnt, NC 25-35 0.~0-0.5 Press ~O::l or Pt:~lr:/~t::imu.'n 

Chaff 3-4 direct absorptive external s;:.~ces 

Viewing P~~!ic. triJl 30 min. W!lrm, fiC 25-35 

p~rtici~3:;tS 
semj·<Hrec:t 

Mlic Vi e'r'ti ng Trial participants Chair Floor level Chair 3-4 5-S 8-12 !>-3() worm, NC 30-40 0.10-0.20 External spaces Public/minimum 
variable semi·direct for ceilir., 

, or diffused 0.25-0.40 
for walls 

TriERIU.t, STt,."IDARDS; 72··74° IT (summer), 69'·71· IT (winter) 



.' :1: 

~ __ .,....d 

G F:Ai\:i) ,iU i1'f FAClliTl ES 

" The nwjor rer.flonsibility of the gUlnd jury is lo determine whether tho prosecuting attorney Ill/s 
sufficie/lt evidence 011 which to prosecute a suspect. 

Q The wand jury usuilily comists of 23 persons, (dtllOU~Jh in some stutes, t/H.l number is low(:r. 

o GrClflcl jurors normally <1re selected from petit jurors uxpcrieflccd in jury duty. 

o Grnnd jurors llsually arc impaneled in (] courtroom before (l judge rnior to tlleir rcportinU for eluty 
a~ a W<lIld-jury hearing room. 

() Gr<ind jurors lislen to the pros(]cllting attorney question witnoss(!s (jfld fJrcscnt evidvnce. 

G After dclibcrntion, the grand jury may return a "true bill" enabling the prosecuting elttornr:y to 
prosecute the susfJect, or a "no bill" prohibiting further action by the attorney until suffich-mt 
evidence is forthcoming. 

Q The grand-jury foreman submits a list of determinution to tile court and the jud£je issues tJPpro­
priatc court ordors. 

" Grand jurors should have private, secured <lccess to grand-jury spaces. 

o In nddition to the wand-jury hearing room, the 9rnncJ-jury complex consists of a witne~,s wuii-inn 
area, a grand·jury 10llllge (if necessary), offices for the prosecuting cittorne'{s, anu d duf(.)ndunt 
isolation (mel conference room (if nooded). 

G All spLices in the grand-jury complex should be closely rclnted to each other. Around a cent;-,.I 
grund-jury hearing room should be located witness wEliting space, grand-jury lounge (if necm;sary), 
pros'ecuting <lttorneys' offices, and conference room (if n8eded). 

Q All orand-jury facilities should be properly ventilated, air-conditioned whore neccssury, wvil­
lighted and reasonably quiet. 

(I) U,dess UriJllcJ-jury spnces (Ira internnl, they should not be located on tl\O ground floor wher(~ tho 
public can seo or evon liear the procecC/inVs. 

(I Grand-jury spa'ces should not be accessible to anyone other than summoned witnesses, court 
~, .JI reporters and interpreters. 

. ;1' 
~,.,~ 

'.,.-'. 
I· •• ~ •• 
•. ~'<!J: 1-. 

() All spaces in the grand-jury complex should be of soundproof construction. 

Q Windows in grund-jury spaces should be provided for visual relief, uS lonn as such spnces arc locuwd 
on the urounu floor emd accessible to the public. 

o Grnnd jurors' seuting sllould be arranged in a tiered arc in the grllnd·jury heilrino roorn, with "t­
torneys, court reporter, interpreter and grand-jury foremun 10cMed near the center of tl18 arc for 
optimum visual Clnd ilural reception. 

Q Another arrannernent for tile grund-jury hearing room is to locate lhe prosecutina attorneys SUI­

.ion behind the grnnd jurors, with a 10rerrlCln iJnd witnl.'ss at the front. By qll()stioning the witness 
from the reM, the orC:1I1d·jurors ilt1ention is focused on the witness, und tho attorney i!.i ns!;ured 
that, if he can he,lr the witness clearly from the rOJr, tho grJnd jurors ciln hem llS well . 

o An' OrTt(nnr.e lobby with mlequatc closet spaco for personal belongings !iholiid bo located outside 
1ho wand-jury hearing room. 
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. ~ Tho !jr,lIlcJjury lou nne should be furnisl.wcJ with comfortable ilflnr;IHlirs Dnu OIlO or two !lllhlil 
( .. ;)105 fur WI i1inn Jnd COllrcrOllces. 

o TIll! Or<lnd-jury lounuo should have a clrinkinn fountain, dcsiunud (J5 nn intr.wnlpili't of Lilo toilut 
plull1/)ill£) syswm. 

Q Tho nrnnd· jury lounue should be equipped with (J toilet for mell and one for women, similar to 
tilose in the jur\, deliberation room. 

Q Tile witness wtlitifl(J room should be controllud (:md supervisf'd by a court officer loC,"itCcf bc:twoen 
the wIliUno roorn and tile grand jury 110,1/ ing roorn. 

'" With c(Jreiul dC5ign, CJ luroe Wi~dlOSS w()itinU room can be sh(lred by two or more wand·ju1 y IW,ll'inn 
rooms. The 'Cl1try into ench hearing room would be supervised by a court 0 fncer. 

o The prosecutinn attorneys' offices should be located in close proxin,ity to the attorney's stiltion 
in the grand-jury hearing room. 

o The proseclltin~ attorney, court 1 eporter and -interpreter should hoVG priVate (JneJ secured uCccss 
into the grand-jury complex. 
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Tt.3lE 0 
GR;;JW JURY FACILITIES: DES!GN SrJ..NDAnDS 

,\:ti~jtJ 

E~try 

y_;t:.e.~s ~i!'!rnl 

Crar.~ Iuri ne.u;~l 

C"3~:= !.Jry 
d~ •• :.e:3:.~i' 

?:ha!~. tci:et 

Pc=;:~ 
Ir./c:'td 

Grand ;Ut!:lfS. WJrce~ 

n"t."":e;j3eS, "Harde.n 

G.~:,~ ;~~;j"s. 
:::0'':'':' re::r:.er. 
;:": :e"=!"~ ~;.r 
P:"~~~':·..,Io;;i:\g 
,,":':c~nei 

Grg"";:! ;;,;~cr> 

;ra('::; Ij"C:S 

fl:;,r:it.:"e! 
E\~i;:r.e~t 

C:at c:::z~. c!n;rs lcan 
be ;:::U1 of r2t,it.ne ro-cr.a} 

'Ct.~lr:;. :!'!sw.:i, s;c~ 
t3~I';:S ·r~a~:r:g 
r.:a:,,:;z:, 

Tle~e:! ~-:ats. cr c:haics. 
\\r~:~r",& s;;!,~3:e. 
2!!cr~t,.·s. t2~~ 

t~~r!:~ ::h::irs, s:::e 
tc~,es 

w~~u c1c::.et nJ~ 'N~sh 
C2:i.n;. :2;, ea:!'! for 
rr:.er. a:".;j ""o~en 

TH::R~-~ S,:.:.::.,!,,;:;S, n·-7!.· H (s~t::meri. ':3 -·71· a ('(""tell 

Ar~3 

fII?lilTlHE.' cl?::Uu.nos TO!:'l 
Ec':;;P!A!l(T 
l~:r- ft.) (sq. ft.) (~q. fl) 

2-3 S-? 7-9 

.4-$ 5-7 10--12 

7--<J $--7 12-15 

t6-~O 25-30 4~-:;() 

4-S 4-5 8--10 

~5-20 35--:!! 5C--€Q 
(Dor tot:.t) 

Cc;cr :t!ni: A:o~:tics 
C-=:;tr3!;! 

ttr:HT TYPE !!~c"'· 
l~ rEI.. G:'C:';"lJ 
'ft.-Cdr:::~$) 1<"' ,--, .. (. 

lnE 

Hllh 30-50 'NJrm. Ne 3~O 
Sfm"a:!irect 

Me~iurr. 30--<:0 W~~':"il. NC 3>-45 
sc;;j-ji!"~ct 
or cire::t 

Med;um 50-70 Y"3;~ cr N: 30~O 
d;J:;~ht. 
d're:t 

Hiin 50-70 ~~:;.\. tiC ~G-5J 
~r.>I·c~:e:t 
or cit!:;se::! 

High 2C-:!O d.!lit;ht fie :0-50 
or "-"3';1. 
direct cr 
s~-;:i·d;rect 

A::ess 

A\::e:.~! S?.!:E J.CCE~S/~!:!:::I!Y 
:'2~.':;.;:';:C'i 

CGEfT!C:£~T 

0_3V-J . .!O 

Q,30-0AO 

0_3~.':C 

0.2~.::0 

0.15-0.25 

? ... ~·i: a"~ Pn'i3:t;h::i~~j 
p:; ;.:~e ::::r!~cr. 
v.:!.-e~s .... ~!:':"!S: 
r:. -:. l'?-::' !t.:y 
h~J~!~i' r::"';'), 

E~'~·-:;"'.,,:e (C~~Y. P!"iV3ti!i:::~Ii~um 
£:2"~ ie-, 
;"\e';~.i.l r:-c:r. 

V"l~:':t:ss: l"!;lit- P;iv3!e/r.::lxj71t:~ 
ir.l rc:;, 
zni.: 1 ... -' 
re: 1.:& r~:rJi.l 

:;:-;;I'"j ;.:t;( Pn:.o.:!te:rn.::' ..... .:-n 
t.c.:.::-" ::.Jrr. 

C~.!n~ jC":! ?r;~~!e.I::-.!X;r.:!1"l 
ti!:I(i;"~ (OOin 

I 
o 
r--.. 

I 



, 
, , 

t;, ; 



..1 

, 'II 

',IL-___ ) 
1"111011>: & "rue f. 

~,.lr--m-,,"-·Z;j£,-'''''-m1'='''''''-±:lZf:-R' --.~ 

HR·' 
FORMAL HEARIf>~O ROOM 
20' )( 22'·6": 450 «t. h. 

--"':~--,..--,,- ... ,-.--,-------, .. --.------.-------
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.. 
t-----_. _____ _ 

SP·2 

t ...... 'P, , '1'1"--,,,7"; ------;f~~~""T-"'?....,..-----.~;Frf 

i ~1·0 .. 0 · 0 ~, 0 '-o~'lvrJli __ , 

~lf~- 0 . 

tL~~1 0Q~I:1 o 
00 

f1 rt bOOI.siU.IVaI : .~i1."r.S,f~""~':'~;?~~.~f7.z~~~ t:ir\I,' "':..'f.1£'~~'~&~~~~:::;;::':~;~~l:i'!a~ .. j I 

,IC~ 
PRIVATE EXECUTIVE OFFICE 
, Y ~( 1.1": ~JtI ~q. ft. 
JUDGlE'S TOILE1: addition'll 30 sq. ft. 

SEMI·PRlVATE OFFICE 
13' -4" It Hi': lOO S'q. ft . 

. -----~-----------_r- _ .. ----~-------------.-----__l 
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---_._------------------_._-----------_., 

JD·, 
i 4' It 3'!)' -3": 430 1:!1. It 

JD·1 
15' It 2rr·o": &JJO ~q. ft. 

l
·----~·· :~~--------- -_. -.. -----. 

. _----------- -.- ---------'-'-----------------_ ...... 



. ) _ .. _--------,,--_. --_._------------

';.~. ·····i' l J' 
,:.; 1 .• 1. 

.------ --

.-~-------------- . 
,. - .. --r--C.C~ ::;'9 
.. 1110. I' 
; t> ok.h.I' - - - i 

. r~---' 
•• [-- --. I 

--_.-

% ' . t ~~,;].z:, 

, E-Ill 
~J\£L:cqJ I 
P-4 
r>mVAI"e! O(l=F~C!E 
10" l< ~<r! lUO ~. N 

;"E',d 
IlIe: 

_J __ _ 



------- -.. -.-~. ---

." 

o 
to",' 
... rtl1l,," 

GC·l 
O' I'( (f·9": 70 ~. ft. GC·' 

7' )( 10': 70 OOJ, ft. 

=r o 
o o 

Qc·j! 
7'" n': 55 ~q, ft. 

GC-~ 
7' x 10': 70 ~, ft, 

o 

GC-2 
7' )t tlr: 155 Ptj, ft. <a-c.;.t 

o 

7' ~ G': U5 t:'ij, ft. 

1l0lH,tor 

• • • • • • ~ • • • • • • • • L-__ -L ________ ~--~~-----~~: 

i ! 
~.aL ••••• ~.U~ •• ~ • .& 

7' -6" ~ 7'4": t'J.5 ~, ft. 
"It.rn.lt" .. ~ 10 ""P' IndtJd" A Illwer 
floo' I:I(ln~ ttl. IHlhll~ lid" of II,. coun\." 
01 hftvino Ille (Iarll .1~IICl 11\' horn his or 
tl"l wnrh .I~\lo" who,\ '.IV nu Ine PUblic 
01 Iho coulIl.,. 

-----------------



t-----.-------------------.--------------

J -""""",-=.', 

o9-oQO_OOao 

oL J 
OOOl"JOOOO O 

·i 
1 
1 

~ .... ~$~~~~~-rtrJlS..~~....,..~.;~)'t::L~'V."p"' .. ,,)]~ ::!1";'2.~:Z:~J 1 
CR·" 
14' x :to'·a": .r~ r:~. 1'1. 
Gt!A,'fNG CAPACITY" ro2i1! 

CR·2 
13' l'( 23': s.!j\') ~.ft. 
Il~Al1Na CAI'ACI"rY .. 14·HI 

r;" .. "-::. .... .,..rr.::.::z.:1:!~T'.::Y'-,. . ..,.'""~~~~"""i 
i 0000 I 
OL_ Jo 
~~:~ 
cn·~ 
12" )( H3'·8·': zon ~q, ft. 
£lEi, TINa CAPACIT Y .. to 
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CR·3 
14'·4" )( 1<1': :Nl.tl ~ ft. 
llEATINO CArACfTV .. 10 

.--______ 1_--___ ._-,,------------------, 



1 ___________________ _ 

--- ~--

~·~·~I 

·_1 
:~I 

,..-- .". " 
,,~,.' --;,., 

~-, 
~:~; ~ "<:., .~ .• 

..... ·~·:·-:·11 ,. 

" . ---, 

~~: .. 
. ,~I 

,~J. 

.• l-.~ 
, ,:.t- '-;.1 

IIF,=" ·~aiiI·.· 

eA·1S 
12' )t 12' -!l' : 1 tiO eq. ft. 
FJt!A nr.fG cAPP£lrv .. Cl 

cr.-o 
ATTOi"lNEV'S COrJFErlENClS 
ROOj'..~ 
7' -6" ~ 10': 15· uq. ft. 
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CR-~ 
ATYO~rJEY'S CONFERENCE 
ROOIVi 
S' ·4" ~( 9': 75 '"!to ft. 

CR·6 
WI1NIE~S AOQ?q 
10' )( 10': 100 tq. ft . 
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