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I. INTRODUCTION

In its war on crime and juvenile delinquency, Mississippi, like other
states, is engaged in the difficult task of upgrading its criminal justice
system.  Substantial help is available in this effort through the federal
funding and technicaTvassistance provided under the enabling legislation
now known as the Crime Control Act of 1973. The Law Enforcement Assistance
Division, which is the Mississippi State Planning Agency, is charged under
the federal law with responsibility for developing the Comprehensive Plans
and for sub-funding those projects that will create a more efficient and
effective system of criminal justice. Standards developed by the American
Bar Association and by other national agencies and commissions indicate
the direction that this upgrading must take. Staff specia1ists within the
Law Enforcement Division as well as those in the Law Enforcement Assistance
Administration and its various technical assistance projects are available
to provide on-site assistance and evaluation.

Within Mississippi, tﬁere is support and even enthusiasm for the total
task. Judges, prosecutors and other members of the justice system are
participating eagerly in training programs for themselves and for one an-
other. There is a timeliness to the effort ‘that capitalizes on a widespread
recognition that the system is not adequtate for today's needs, that change
is mandated and inevitable.

A unique resource being brought to bear‘on the pkesent needs is the
University of Mississippi School of Law, the state's only accredited Taw

school. It has sponsored four projects that begin to fill extensive gaps




in the system and in so doing, is also creating strong clinical opportunities
for its students. | |

Because the University of Mississippi School of Law provides such a
unique resource to the state, the Mississippi Law [nforcement Assistance
Division and the Law School requested that the four present programs being
offered be carefully reviewed and evaluated, The State and the University
were anxious to have an individual review the projcet operations and to -
make recommendations that would assist them in improving the performance
of these programs.

Under the auspices of the American University Criminal Courts Technical
Assistance Project, John F.X. Irving, Dean of Seton Hall University Law
School, and an individual with vast experience and expertise in criminal
justice planning, training and the establishment of clinical education pro~
grams,kspent three days in Mississippi evaluating the Law School's programs
and proposing recommendations for their continued improvement.

The School of Law, University of Mississippi, specifically requested
Mr. Irving to serve as evaluator. He had been in Mississippi a year before
working with the state planning agency to increase its capability for
effectiveness in the area of court reform. He became known and familiar
with SOme of the basic problems confronting Mississippi in this subject
area.

Prior experience was particularly useful. He had been responsible
as staff attorney for the American Bar Association in 1962-65 for the de-
velopment of law school clinics in his general responsibility of promoting
Tegal aid and defenders services across the courty The law {nternship

program at Mississippi is an extention of that kind of clinic.
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From 1965 until 1969, Dean Irving was responsible for judicial train-
fng programs in his capacity as Executive Director of the National Council
on Juvenile Court Judges and Dean of its judicial training programs. He
structured some of the first pre-service training programs for juvenile
and family court judges at the University of Colorado during those years.
In 1974, he served as consultant in New Jersey to the American Judicature
Society in its study of the state courts of limited jurisdiction and has
recently been named Chairman of the Court Modernization Committee, New
Jersey Bar Association. He is one of a fifteen member national advisory
board to the U.S. Commissioner of Education.

‘An early worker in the national war on crime, he organized the I1linois
“tate Planning Agency in 1969 and became first Chairman of the National
fvsociation of Criminal Justice Planning Agency Directors. Since 1971,

he has been Dean of the School of Law, Seton Hall University.
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IT. METHODOLOGY

The evaluator visited Mississippi on June 26-28, 1974, and did as
intensive an appraisal of the four Law School projects as time would allow.
To facilitate the process, the University made its plane available.
Accompanied by one or more representatives of the School, an on-site visit

was made of the internship program in Clarksdale and in Biloxi,and par-

ticipating interns and mentors were interviewed. The interns were observed

in the Justice of the Peace Court in Clarksdale where one student argued
a misdemeanor case for the prosecution and another intern defended the
1ndigeht accused. Both interns were supervised by a prosecutor and a
public defender, he5pect1ve1y. In Biloxi, an intern was observed trying
minor criminal and traffic cases for the prosecution.

In Jackson, a training program for Justices of the Peace and for
Constables was observed; trainees wefe interviewed; and the trainers
outlined the specific goals of the session for the evaluator. Later, a
training program in Biloxi for court reporters was visited, and a short
appraisal of the four project; was compiled to meet the immediate needs
of the grantee school and of the state,pTanning agency. That critique was
teft with one of the principals, Professor Noah S. Sweat of the Law School.

Representatives of the Prosecutors Association and of the Criminal
Jhstice Research Service were also interviewed. Written reports were
collected and, in the case of the Research Service, participating law
students and the Associate Law Librarian, Helen Crawford, were also inter-
viewed.

The four projects are evaluated againét the goals set out for each

in the applications for funding support; personal observations of the

e T
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evaluator; and the‘communicated perceptions of the programs by the
participating staff, law students and consumers. An attempt has also been
made to see these projects not only in relation to the needs of the par-
ticipating students and trainees but in relation to the national movements
toward clinical legal education, judge training, professionalizing the
prosecution and defense, and national standards and goals for criminal

Justice.
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IIT. THE PROSECUTOR TRAINING INTERN PROGRAM

A.  Profile

The University of Mississippi School of Law 1s using the principle
of ‘supply and demand to develop a strong criminal justice clinical program
for senior law students. The supply of talented young men and women who
have completed four semesters of law school and who seek an intensive trial
experience are being placed for a semester -- or for a summer -~ with
procecutors, public defenders or youth court judges who c¢ritically need
additional staff capability. These public officials are functioning without
many of the resources essential for the satisfactory performance of their
duties. The law students (interns) help meet at Teast their manpower needs
thanks to a 1iberal student practice rule in Mississippi.

Participating students receive 12 credits for the semester's work
(10 credits for a summer session) plus moderate subsistence and travel
¢xpenses. The intern {s advised in writing (Intern Program Requirements
and Suggestions) that this is a "full semester, full commitment program...
The intern is subject to 24 hour call by his assigned c¢fficial, and is
required to keep the same daily hours as other.lawyers in his assigned
office." The rigors of the program reguire submission to the Program

Director of a weekly activities report and a by-weekly case log signed by

- the assigned official as being substantially accurate. There are occasional

seminars that the intern must attend on week-ends, and, if he is not get-
ting sufficient trial experience (the Dikector;has set a goal of 30-40 trials
per intern), he may be transferred to another office which is more sol-

1citous of his needs as a student. This weeding out of weak field offices
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has been a chief means of strengthening tre program.

This program has been in operation t’nce 1970. Because Mississippi
is a large rural state, the interns are s..igned to offices that are often
a great distance from the sponsoring law <chool, and supervision is a
constant concern, During nine weeks of the Spring Semester, 1974, some
42 interns participated in at least 1,059 hearings. These hearings pro-
vide a variety of experience to interns who work for prasecutors appearing
in more than one court and an especially intensive trial experience to those
interns who work for the few overburdened public defenders in the state.
In Youth Court, the interns take the role of prosecutor. The appendix
contéins sample caselogs and activities reports.

Supervision of the program is provided by the Law School Dean,
Parham Williams, The Administrative Director, Robert Short, gives three-
fourths of his time to the program, and there is a full time Administrative
Secretary for the project. The school plans to add a full time field

supervisor in the near future,

B.  Program Goals

The‘program has a primary and a secondary goal. As an educational
{nstrument, the primary goal of the sponsor must be educational: to
develop competent trial attorneys. It measures this goal by the subjective
reactions and experiences of the interns and by the on-site observations
of the Administrative Director. The proposed field supervisor will in-
crease the program's tapacity for such evaluation and will provide greater

quality control,
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The secondary goal of the program is the aiding of the judicial
process in Mississippi. Reactions of the bench and bar, and, particularly,
the officials to whom the interns are assigned, are solicited and are
nearly uniformly positive and enthusiastic.

The evaluator shares the enthusiasm of the sponsors, of the assigned
officials, and of the in-state commentators on the merits of this program,
Despite some inevitable growing pains in the program (which students may
be prone to identify) the interns are well satisfied that the program has
merit. Many believe the internship program should be a reguired course
for all law students. It is only after one recognizes the enormous needs
of Mississippi in the criminal Justice field that one can appreciate the
fresh contributions that these energetic law students are bringing to the
criminal. process and thereby appreciate the validity of the positive as-
sessments that one hears of this pkogram. |

The program should therefore be refunded at requested levels and
cultivated, It enjoys having a dedicated administrative director and has
the support of the faculty committee which oversees it.

There is no doubt that the intern, thrown into trial practice, learns
quickly. Whether he Tearns the preferred techniques of trial practice is
a matter of concern to the School of Law and to the Director of the program.
This dilemma, inhérent in any out-of-house program, can be largely resolved

by the employment of a field supervisor. He will observe interns in their

~actual clinical setting, and assist the program by making propér adjustments .

to their clinical education.

S o by b s
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C. Recommendations:

1. The name of this program is inaccurate and should be revised.
The scope of the clinical program is far broader than this
title suggesfs in that interns work for defenders and assigned
counsel as well as for prosecutors. It is a Criminal Justice
Internship Program,

2. There is some misunderstanding among the participating law
students about the purpose of keeping a log of activities and
a case log. The value of the log should be re-examined and, if
retained, the students should receive a clear explanation of its
purpose. |

3. The field supervisor and the Administrative Director (with what-
‘ever time he can afford) need to provide as much on-site super-
vision as possible, This is urgent because of the uncertain
quality of judicial performance in some courts (the Justices of
the Peace are not aﬁtorneys) and the diversity of commitment by
supervising prosecutors and others to;he1p1ng the students learn
the trial practice. One intern specifically suggested such on-
site visits. Another wrote: "All too often the techniques used
by the’D.A. or prosecuting attorney to whom you are assigned are
much less than proper and complete.”

4. The student intern should have an opportunity to see himself on
videotape. Many students and teachers feel that‘self~eva1uation

In this experience 1s uniquely rewarding.
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The Director of this program should use every means possible to

inform the prosecutors and defenders of the purpose of the intern
clinic. In addition to the material now given each such mentor,
it might be helpful for these supervisors to sign a Statement of
Agreement which would make painfully clear to them what their
responsibilities to the students are. Commenting on this point,
one intern wrote in his appraisal of his experiences, "There
seemed to be a break down in communication between the school n
and our supervisors and judges. They did not seem to fully under-
stand the intent of the program or what‘was expected of them as
supervisors. From my discussions with other interns acrbss the

state this seems to be a mutual complaint”.

A suggested schedule in the broadest terms ought to be developed

for the intership experience. This would advise the‘prosecutor
or other mentor that the clinical experience should afford total
tiral participation along indicated time tables. For example,

the first week should probably be devoted to observation of actual
trials and preliminary hearings. In other words, the plunge into
actually trying a case should be gradual.

A course in Trial Practice would be a desirable prerequisite to
participation in the internship program.

The program appears to be sensitive to the guidelines for clinical
programs that have emerged in this experimental area. These
guidelines deal with the se]ettion of a suitable field office;

1imitation on the number of students that such an office can

Ty
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assimilate; caseload Timitation; diversity of experience; and
development of evaluation criteria. The evaiuation criteria need
constant attention and reassessment in every clinical program. It
has been said that in a clinic every student takes his own final
examination. Pre- and post-experience questionnaires might pro-
vide important evaluation criteria dealing with attitudina? change.
9. Finally, the inculcation of a sense of professional responsibility
appears elusive in the program as currently formulated. And
yet, this is one of the basic goals of clinical education. It
appears that meetings with the field supervisor on a one-to-one
basis, seminars for interns as often as possible in which their
experiences are critiqued by the group, more’presentations by
the Director ~-- either ora]yor written -- should improve the pro-

gram's capacity to achieve this desirable goal.

The program is in evolution; it is maturing fast in very competent
hands; and its sponsors rightly point to it with pride. As national stan-
dards emerge for the out-of-house quality clinical program, they may well

build upon this rich Mississippi experience,
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IV, THE MISSISSIPPI JUDICIAL COLLEGE

A.  Profile

Since 1970, the Mississippi Jucdicial College has begun to fi11 the
considerable necds for in-service training of state‘judges, court clerks,
court reporters, constables and other criminal and juvenile justice per-
sonnel. In the current fiscal year, programs will also be offered to pro-
bation and parole officers and it 1s anticipated that 1,400 persons‘wil1
participate in one or more of the College programs during the year. The
c¢ollege has a research capability and is at present engaged in the devel-
opment of a modern compilation of model jury instructions. This research
is aimed at modernizing court procedures.and the publications emanating
from the College are in the areas of couirt management and operation.

The College is housed at the Universiﬁy‘s School df Law which created
it, and is under the careful direction of Professor Noah S. Sweat, a
foymer prosecutor and a former circuit court judge {n Mississippi. The
ektraordinary potentiaT of the Cb]]ege is directly attributable to its
prestigious sponsorship. | |

The College is enjoying an enthusiastic response among the many
segnents of the criminal justice system who are afforded its training
opportunities. The President of the Justice of the Peace Association,
a large organization of lay judges, while urging a greater role in program
planning, was very complimentary of the College and of its personnel. This
appears to be a conmon reaction based on the self-perceived need for

training and on the quality of the efforts to date.
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A visitor is similarly impressed. Certainly, the College fills a
huge void and should be cultivated and refunded, It is difficult to avoid
becoming g;ggggixe about the many services that the College renders to the
Justice System in Mississippi. In an effort to help in its evolution -~
and to warn against the pitfalls'of overextension -~ the following recom-

mendations are made.

B. Recommendations
1. Regarding the proposed 1974-75 Budgyet, these items should be
| reassessed:

a. County Court Judges are not included on the Budget sheet for
Travel and Subsistence a1though they are identified elsewhere
in the proposal as potential trainees. This may be an over-
sight.

b. There are no justifications provided for the Travel and Sub-
sistence of Speakers and Panelists (and the number needed is
onmitted); the Board of Governors; and the Ad Hoc Committee.

2. The College has grown to such an extent that it encompasses far

‘more than the judicial universe. The name should be changed to

reflect the reality and that will encourage all criminal justice

~ personnel to relate morevcldSGTy to it.
3. The policy board consists of four leading judges and a member of
the law school faculty. It ought to be expanded to include

repfcsenfatives of the other disciplines in the criminal justice

B4y g s gt L
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system. Such an expanded board will prove more effective to the
Director and staff in developing future programs and policies. It
will also increase the College's ability to become institutional-
jzed and permanent should outside funding ever teminate. In this
expansion, a possible place for an informed layman and even a
former offender cught to be considered. Certainly, they have
something to say about the citizen perception of the system and
these ideas have inplications for training.

If the policy board is not expanded, then an ad hoc planning
committee should be assembled for each discipline that'w113 be
offered a training program. Such a committee drawn largely from
the proposed trainees, can best advise on the precise training
needs, format, dates, etc.

The College should assess whether it can effectively offer the

twenty-four training programs it proposes for 1974-75. There is

‘a danger of over-extension, of excessive use of the lecture

method because it is the easiest to structure, and a possible
counter-productive reaction if the group of trainees is too

targe at each program to allow for individual participation. It
would be tragic if the hundreds of potential trainees (there were
some 200-300 at the session on June 27th) were to lose their
present enthusiasm for the College's offerings.

The College should begin to train smaller groups at a time, use

more of the rich and varied techniques now developed for contin-
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uing adult education, and structure inter-disciplinary programs
that get to the heart of any existing tensions or obstructionism.
Some of this is now being done, but the stronger tendency appears

to be to open the training doors for as many people within the
invited discip1ine who are willing to come at any given time. This
will soon wear thin. One technique worth considering is the so-
called Community Team Workshop,in which the leading members of

the justice system in a given community are brought together to
examine their priority needs and to develop a formula for better
effectiveness. This offering is held within the community; costs
are low; and new personal relationships often replace the brusque-
ness that occasionally characterizes the inter-relationships of

the local Jjudges, prosecutors, school officials and other community
representatives whose work brings them into contact with the

justice system.
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V. THE PROSECUTORS ASSOCIATION

A. Profile
Prosecution of alleged felons, misdemeants and minor offenders rests
in Mississippi with District Attorneys, County Prosecutors and City Attorneys.

The majority of these are part time, elected officials. In 1973, these

individuals established the Mississippi Prosecutors Association to provide

for their continuing education and training needs and to publish a news-
letter containing case decisions, news items, notices of training oppor-
tunities and similar information.

During its first year of funding, two seminars were offered, but the
resignation of its staff person precluded publication of the newsletter,
and in general, severely limited its activity. A search is underway for
a replacement who will be called the Education and Training Coordinator.

Policy is set by a fifteen member Board of Directors, all of whom
are prosecutors. They also identiéy the curriculum for each training
session~and maintain an independence from the Mississippi Judicial College.
One of the two seminars offered this past year indicates the potentia] of
this overall effort. Tt was put on by thé National Association for Pro-

secution Management and brought new people and new ideas to the attention

of Mississippi prosecutors,

There are many pitfalls, howe >r, in the maintenance of a training
entity for prosecutors separate from the umbrella organization‘which now
provides training for‘other crimiha1 justice personnel: the Mississippi
Judicial College. The loss of momentum created by the departure of the
chief staff member {llustrates one of the dangers, More importantly

perhaps, there is an inbreeding and myopia induced whén any ohe discipline
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determines 1ts own training needs and when the members train one another.
Measures should be twken to guard against a continuing isolation by Mis-
sissippi prosecutors from other disciplines within the state. A merger with
the Mississippi Judicial College (expanded upon later in this report) is
oﬁe obvious solution. Another is the inclusion of other disciplines in
the planning and presentation of training programs. For the hard fact fs
that prosecutors often have a special dependency on the behavioral and
health sciences in self perception, in understanding the motivations of
Jurors and witnesses, and in the establishment of a prima facie case.

The first year's experience has been faltering but the needs are so
extensive that funding of the Prosecutors Association should be continued.
The following recommendations, however, seem so important as to warrant to

become conditions for future financial support.

B. Recommendations
1. The following budgetary items proposed for 1974-75 should be
justified: | |
a. The cost of fringe benefits is set at $3,136. This differs
from the 11.7% rate for such benefits in the other Law

~ School proposals being evaluated;

b. The indirect costs ($14,500) appear to be higher than the
507 of salaries and wages allowed;

c. Travel of all 80 prosecutors to four programs during the year'

appears expensive and of dubious validity. Smaller regional
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training sessions would seem more effective, allow greater
involvement of all the participants, and be less costly.

d. the costs of out-of-state training should be justified in
view of the intensive in-state training proposed;

e. The travel costs of the 15 member board of directors six times
during the year needs to be reconsidered. A smaller training
conmittee would 1ikely be more effective. It could meet more
often at less costs,

Ideally, as indicated above, this trainirg progrem should be merged

into the umbrella training organization in the criminal justice

field known as the Mississippi Judicial College. Cross fertiTi—

zation of ideas; finterdisciplinary workshops; continuity of effort;

-~ performance commentary; and cost savings are direct benefits of

a merger. The prosecutors could retain their own advisory
conmittee, but a separate training entity in Mississippi is hard

to Justify. |

The policy board and the program speakers’shouid not be so heavily
Toaded with Mississippi prosecutors. This militates against the
mind expansion and sensitizing qualities that every training pro-
gram of professionals should achieve.

A newsletter will without doubt be useful for prosecutors. Whethér
it should be published monthly to the apparent exclusion of more
urgently needed manuals is a matter for the policy board to

determine.
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The prosecutors should consider the applicability for Mississippi
of the several American Bar Assoc1ation Standards and those pro-
posed in 1973 by the National Advisory Commission on Criminal
Justice Standards and Goals especially as they deal with the
prosecutorial function. The Association can then become an in-
strument of significant change utilizing the training as a step-
ping off point for identification of such matters as the preferred
organizational structure of a prosecutor's office, law reform,

and court unification,
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VI. THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE RESEARCH SERVICE

This project, housed in an annex of the law school, provides a

much needed research and information service to judges, prosecutors and

defenders throughout Mississippi. Justices of the Peace are excluded

because they are not lawyers. The service is limited to the subject of

criminal law and juvenile delinquency.

The value of the program cannot be overstated. Appended are letters

of appreciation from users of the service. Many judges in this rural

state leck the Tlibrary and staff essential for legal research and the

prosecutors indicate their busy calendar often precludes personal research.

After one year's existence, the great potential of this program is clear.

So are its problems.

Certainly, the project should be refunded at requested levels,

cultivated and publicized. The following recommendations will, if adopted,

aid in its evolution and its capacxty for service:

1.

The structure of the program should be embe]lished by the creation
of an advisory committee. This will m1nim1ze the staff's present
feeling of isolation from the law school community; interpret the
program's needs to the bench and bar as well as to the law school;
and serve as a resource to the director in f?rmuiating policy.
Because the inquiries received from the bench and bar are a call
for help, the diréctor is attuned to many of their training needs,
Accordingly, it would be mutually benefiéia] if the program's
Director were an ex-officio member of the'Doard of the Judicial

College. The interlocking relationships would so]idify both the
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tain a considerable clinical experience. The impact on the

judicial process would also be significant.

* W ¥
Concluding, one should observe that this program is a response to a -
critical shortage of research capability within the Mississippi criminal
Jjustice system. As such, many of its assists are in the context of an
emergency situation, a complex case, or a novel legal issue. Because
these mattiers are often so urgent, the Research Service is performing a
vital function. Those associated with it have a great opportunity for

service and an awesome responsibility.
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APPENDIX A:

Sample Case Log and Aclivity Reports

from the Prosecutor Training Intern Program
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THE EVALUATOR

The School of Law, University of Mississippi
specifically requested John F.X. Irving to serve as
evaluator. He had been in Mississippi a year before
working with the state planning agency to increase its
capability for effectiveness in the area of court reform.
He became known and familiar with some of the basic
problems confronting Mississippi in this subject area.

Prior experience was particularly useful. He had
been responsible as staff attorney for the American Bax
Agsociation in 1962-65 for the development of law school
clinics in his general responsibility of promoting
legal aid and defenders services across the country.

The law internship program at Mississippi is an ex-
tention of that kind of clinic.

From 1965 until 1969, Dean Irving was responsible
for judge %training programs in his capacity as Executive
Director of the National Council of Juvenile Court Judges
and Dean of its judge training programs. He structured
some of‘the first pre-service training programs for
juvenile and family court judges at the University of
Colorado during those years. In 1974, he served as

consultant in New Jersey to the American Judicature

‘Society in its study of the étate courts of limited.

jurisdiction and has recently been named Chairman of

the Court Modernization Committee, New Jersey Bax

a7 e o
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/4gociation. He is one of a fiftecen member national

“lvigory board to the U.S. Commissioner 6f Education.
An early worker in the national war on crime,

“n organized the Illinois State Planning Agency in 1969

nd became first Chairman of the National Association

nf Criminal Judtice Planning Agency Directors. Since

1971, he has been Dean of the School of Law, Seton Hall

"'niversity.
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19.

10.

11.

12,
13-

th.

159

CONSULIDAT=D CASE LOG 0 WILLIANM L. DUCKER
SPRING 3EMESTER 197l

State V. Eligh Randolph Jefferson Davis County  January 23rd.
I conducted tue Pirst fifteen minutes of the closing aegument,

State V. Marv Sandifer Helder Lamar County February 8th.

1 examined two wilnesses on direct examination, read the
jury instructions, and gave the firset fifteen minutes of the
closing argument.

State V. K. L. Collins Justice of the Peace Court, District

Threa, Marion County, Mississippi February 20th.
T conducted the entire proceseding.

Preliminary Hearing of Elloulse Trotter Marion County
February 28th. T prepared for and conducted the entire
procecding.

State V. Duval Sones Lamar Countv{Removed to Federal District

Court) March 8th. I assisted Mr. Dantin in the courss of

the hesring, but my bigpest contributlon to this case wag

that all of the pleadings which the state pressnted during

the course of this hearing and later dates were prepared by me,

State V., Thomas lMelton . Marion County - March 1llth.
I prepered for and conducted the entire hearing by myself
which I lost becauss I failed to have an expert witnegs
testify that the alleged substance was indeed marijuana.
(However this was a parole revocation hearing and the parolee
has since been picked up in another district on another charpe.)

Chancery Court (URESA cases) Jefferson Davis County Marchl9th.
I represented the 3tate in six causes for child supuort.

State V. Raobert Dvess JUstice of the Peace Court in Jeff

Davis County, Beat Two. March 25th.
I handled the entire Proceeding.

Freliminary Hearing of Charles White Jefferson Davis County
March 25ths T bhandled the entire matter,

Habeas Corpus Hearing of Jogeph Carter, Marion County
March 2fth. 'T assisted the County Attornev,

State V. Rohert C. Myers Marion County = March 28th,
I conducted the entire matter. ( Parole Revocation )

State V. Tommv Lee. - Jugbtice of the Peace Court, Beat Four,
Farion Countv April lst. T conducted the whole Proceecding.,

atate V. Janice Ruth Sloan Marion County Youth Court
April hth, ; :

State V. Robert G. ¥iller Pearl River County April 12th.
Under close supervision from Mr, Dantin T participated ino

the plea bargaining that reduced this case fromr one of
attempted murder to DWI. S

State V. Steve Murray Marion County  April 26%h.

THis was 6 be the first felonv.cagse (other than parole
revocations)that I would try by myself, but he pled guiltys

# All cases are considered t6 be in circuit court unless

ctherwise gpecified,

% T have participated in some tweniy five or thirty Youth Court
cases thig semester, but my reasen for listing this cass is-
that this is the only one that we ( Thomas D. McNecss, County
Attorney and myself) lost. -

-
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16. Parole Revocation Hearing of Willie Jackson, Jr.
Marion County May 7th.
Mr. McNeose and myself handled this hearing as thore
vwere numerous deferise witnesses to be cross examineds

"The trials recorded here are by no means the only onaes
on which T have labored, but ars to the best of my know=
ledge and belief a true accounting of those in whieh T

played a prominent role, There were several Justice of the

Poace Court cases which I was prepared to prosecute that
were settled. In several other cases all T did was to

arrdaign the defendants or handle part of the investipmation

and for that reason did not 1ist those causes on my loge

,é//(///p’l, C\'/ /"7.’!/‘,%1 ..

Legal Intern

Reviewed and found substantially correct,

J—

Supervigor
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ACTIVITY REPORT

ACTIVITY REPORT FOR WEEK OF APRIL 1, 1974 - APRIL 5, 1974

ED ELLIS

CLARKSDALE, MISSISSIPPI 12¢h Week

MONDAY, APRIL 1, 1974

At 9:00 we had to answer Docket call in Chancery Court.

Then, I went to the Chancery Clerk's office to check on some
URESKH files. That afternoon, I had to prepare for and be :
in City Court. It lasted uhtil 8:30 that niuht. ;

TUESDAY, APRIL 2, 1974

Again, I was in Chancery Court at 9:00 for Dockét Call.
Afterward, Ed Meadows, mysclf and friends of Ed's had a
meeting with Judge Rice as to the custody of two small boys.
The rest of the day was spent on routine office matters.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 3, 1974 .

Most of the morning was spent making out Affidavits and
Warrants, plus doing routine matters. lowever, at 10:00 .

o'clock there was a meeting with the Justice of the Peace
Judges and the .Sheriff. At 4:00 o'clock I had a hearing
on assault and battery with intent, which resulted in a

guilty plea.
THURSDAY, APRIL 4; 1974

Today was "Court day". We started at 10:00 o’clock and finished

late that night,
FRIDAY, APRIL 5, 1974

I had a meeting with Judge Rice concerning the custody
case in which case, I was asked to ao to Farrell and talk
to Mr. Meadows. This took up most of the day. The rest
of the day was spent doing routine malters.

APPROVED AND SUBSTANTIALLY CORRECT:

0. T, GAEMON, 1T, COUNTY PROSECUTOR

i
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Activity Report

Joul londerson ) 13th Week
County Attorney of Washington County 4/8-4/12

Monday, April 8

I attended plea bargaining sessions with several defense attorneys
in the morning and in the afternoon I attended the Circuit Court
criminal docket call. I also researched and brought before the
Circuit Judge the amending of three of the Grand Jury indictnents.

Pruosday, april 9

In the morning I handled calls from defensc attorneys and
lecal J.P.'s and alsgo set up preliminary hearings for Thursday.
I also investigated a case brought to our attention by the local
newspaper involving a false bomb threat talled in to one of the local

hospitals.
Wédnesday, April 10

In the morning I went to the County Courthouse to check on
appeals coming up in County Court. In the afterncon 1 attended
the Circuit Court arraignment and went to the police dept. and the
sheriff's Dept. to review the preliminary hearings set for
tovrrraws Toalvo drew up and order amending scme of the Grand Jury
indictments., .

Thursday, April 11

In the morring I assisted in the conduction of preliminary
hearings involving grand larceny, uttering a forgery, shoplifting,
and strong arm robbetry. In the afternoon I handled a misdemeanor
hearing on pessession of marijuans and continusd twe others until
a Jater wate. Later I went te Ceounty Court to have & cese continigd.

¥riday, April 12

Today I drew up instructions for a DWI trial set for Tuesday.
I also held two plea bargaining sessions with defense attorneys
for the cases set on appeal to County Court from J.P. Court.

irviewod and found substantially correct. o . *3
| 4l [ e
Josh Bogen
, County Attorney
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Letters of Appreciation
of

The Criminal Justice Research Service
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| 1816SPPI LAWYERS
{DHN F. BRYAN, 111
1% 8. NED NELSON
UARRY R, ALLEN

RNEST H. SCHROEDER

I'AVID L, €OBB
{AMES W, BAGKSTROM
{ERALD A. DICKERSON
{OBERT H. WALKER
{REDERICK J. LUSK

ABAMA LAWYERS

. 5. NED NELSON
JERT 6. NETTLES
IMMETT R, COX

il L. HALL

BRYAN, NELSON, ALLEN AND SCHROEDER
ATTORMEYS AT LAW ° )

Post OFFICE DRAWER 15289
1103 JACKSON AVENUE
PASCAGOULA, MISSISSIPP] 38567 GULFPORT OFFICE
$OST GFFICE BOX 886

1218 95T AVENUE
GULFPORT, MISSISIPPI 3230}

March 8, la74 (s01) 654.4011

ALABAMA OFFICES
BRYAN, NELSON, NETTLES AND COX
MoniLe '
POST OFFICE BOX 2232
8311 FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING
HMOBILE, ALABAMA 36601
(205) 432-8707
BAYOU LA BATRE
116 SOUTH CODEN AVENUE
BAYOU LA BATRE, ALABAMA 36509
{205) 624.4174

TELEPHONE (601) 762.6631

Honorable Parham Williams, Dean
University of Mississippi School of Law
University of Mississippi

University, Mississippi 38677

RE:

Legal Research Program ‘ o -

Dear Dean Williams:

I recently completed a tenure as public defender of Jackson
County, Mississippi, and I found the criminal research program
to be an invaluable help to my office. I particularly appreciated

the

promptness, attention to detail, and efficiency of Arlen,

* Dixie, and others administering said program. I think that my
views are shared by any and all who availed themselves of this
service and I would strongly recommend that it continue in
existence.

If I can do anything to perpetuate the criminal research
program, do not hesitate to contact me.

Best wishes for the remainder of this academic year.

GAD:

ce:

Sincerely,

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY
GERALD A. DICKERSON

.'Gerald A, Dickerson ‘ .
For The Firm

sm : .
Honorable Arlen Coyle ; | o
Honorable Dixie Aldridge ; & . X

it S




p. O, Box 892 . 601/534-7603 ; |

RODNEY E. SHANDS

COUNTY ATTORNEY
UNION  COURNTY
NEW ALBANY, MISSISSIPP! 38652

September 19, 1973

Honorable Arlen B. Coyle

Criminal Justice Research Service
School of Law |
University, Mississippi 38677 : |

Dear Arlen:

I am in receipt of the legal research on Applicability
of Mississippi Delinquency Proceedings to Married Minors
that you throughly researched at my request. I have
gone through the material and have found it to be through
and complete in every detail. Your material will be of
great service to me presently and in the future.

Thank you for your attention and help in researching
this question of law which has been heretofore unanswered
in Mississippi. The Mississippi Criminal Justice Research
Service is a boon to all prosecutors and to law and order
in this State. I wholeheartedly support your efforts in
this matter.

Thanks again for your assistance, and with warmest
regards, I remain

Sincerely yours,
Rodney E. Shands

County Prosecuting Attorney
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