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INTRODUCTION 

BACKGROUND 

The National Survey of Court Organization was conducted by 
the Bureau of the Census in late 1971 for the Law Enforcement 
Assistance Administration of the U.S. Department of Justice as a 
preliminary step to establishing a national program of judicial 
statistics. TIle purpose of the survey was to document the exist­
ing organization of courts in the 50 States and the District of 
Columbia. To this end, the survey was primarily designed to 
identify State and local courts and their major subdivisions and 
the location of court records. In the course of this effort, supple­
mental data were collected on the legal and geographic jurisdic­
tion of the courts and the number and type of court personnel. 
The results of the survey were published in a report issued in 
October 1973. 

The results of the survey confIrmed that there is no pattern of 
court organization that is common throughout the country. The 
organization of courts not only differs from State to State but 
may also differ among counties within the same State. For this 
reason, individual descriptions of each State's judicial system 
were included in the report that set forth briefly the legal author­
h:ation, organization, jurisdiction, judges, other judiciaI person­
nel, support perso{lnel, and other pertinent information for each 
type of court within a State. 

In September 1975, a supplement to the original report was 
issued. The purpose of the supplement was to update the judicial 
descriptions of those States that had major court reorganizations 
between January I, 1972, the reference date of the original sur­
vey, and January 31, 1975. Nine States (Connecticut, Florida, 
Iowa, Massachusetts, Minnesota, Nebraska, South Dakota, 
Virginia, and West Virginia) were covered in that supplement. 

One State, Ohio, which established a new Court of Claims 
during the reference period of the 1975 Supplement, was in­
advertently omitted from that report but has been included in 
this supplement. 

This second supplement updates the descriptions of those 
States that have had major reorganizations between February 1, 
1975 and January 31, 1977. The effect of tIlese reorganizations 
on the names and number of court systems and courts is reflect­
ed in three tables that comprise the fIrst section of this report. 
The organizational changes are then described in detail in tile 
"Individual State Descriptions" section tIlat follows. 

SUMMARY OF MAJOR ORGANIZATIONAL CHANGES 
SINCE JANUARY 31, 1975 

During the 2-year period from February I, 1975, to Jan­
uary 31, 1977, fIve States (Alabama, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, and 
Kentucky) reorganized their court systems. Tne reorganizations 
were accomplished by legislation in three of these States and by 
constitutional amendment in two States. In four of tile five 
States (Alabama, Indiana, Kansas, and Kentucky), the objective 
of the reorganization was to streamline the judicial system, pri­
marily by the elimination of all or some of the limited and 
special jurisdiction courts. 

In an extensive reorganization, Kansas abolished all of its 
limited and special jurisdiction courts with the exception of 
municipal courts. The jurisdiction of the former probate, county, 
juvenile, magistrate, common pleas, and cit.y courts waS assumed 
by the distict courts. 

In three States (Alabama, Kentucky, and Indiana), the re­
organizations are not yet complete. Alabama created a new 
district court system that replaced its county and juvenile courts 
and will complete its reorganization December 27, 1977, by 
replacing existing recorders' courts with municipal courts. 
Kentucky will abolish all of its limited and special jurisdiction 
courts on January I, 1978, and replace them with a new district 
court system. Indiana abolished all justice of the peace courts, 
replacing them with county courts in 62 counties, misdemeanor 
and small claims divisions of circuit or superior courts in 29 
counties, and the newly established Small Claims Courts in 
Marion County. On December 31, 1979, Indiana will also abolish 
all town courts and most city courts. 

In addition, Kansas and Kentucky established intermediate 
appellate courts. Iowa, the fifth State, which abolished all of its 
limited and specialjurisdication courts in 1973 (see 1975 Supple­
ment), also created an intermediate appellate court, bringing 
the total number of States with such courts to 27. 

HOW TO USE THE SUPPLEMENT 

In the "Individual State Descriptions" section of this supple­
ment, changes in the organization of the judicial systems in the 
six States are printed in italic type. Courts that have been 
abolished are listed and accompanied by notes in italics stating 
the means by which tIley were abolished (e.g., constitutional 
amendment) and the effective date. 

Some information that did not appear in the original publica­
tion was added based on court officials' comments. Tlus addi­
tional information does not represent a change but was added 
to clarify the original description and, therefore, is not italized. 

METHODOLOGY: SOURCES AND LIMITATIONS OF DATA 

In connection with the National Survey of Court Organization 
conducted" in 1971, a detailed analysis was made of the legal pro­
visions governing the existence or establishment of court systems 
in each State. The results of that research, along with informa­
tion from the survey returns, were used to develop descriptions 
of each State's judicial system. After being reviewed for com­
pleteness and accuracy by a State judicial offIcial and the LEAA 
State planning agencies, these descriptions were presented in the 
survey's final report under "Individual State Descriptions." A 
supplement to tile original report was issued in 1975 and con­
tained revised descriptions of nine States that changed their 
court structure between January 1,1972, and January 31,1975. 

State legislation effective between February I, 1975, and 
January 31, 1977, was subsequently reviewed to identify the 
States that had undergone major court reorganizations during 
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that time. The individual descriptions for these Statef were re­
vised and appear in this supplement to the original report. The 
revised descriptions were reviewed by State judicial officials 
who are listed, by State, in the appendix. 

The reference date for information on judicial personnel is 
JanuarY I, 1977, unless otherwise noted in the State description. 

Limitations 

Only the States that changed the structure of their State's 
court system by the establishment of a new type of court or the 
abolishment of an existing court type are included in the supple­
ment. A number of other States tha~ made minor changes to 
their court systems, such as increasing or decreasing the number 
of existing court systems or courts, changing the manner in 
which judges are selected, changing the legal jurisdiction, etc., 
are excluded because they did not meet this criterion. 

Reorganizations with an effective date falling after January 31, 
1977, .are not included in this report but will be covered in the 
next court organization report. 

DEFINITIONS 

Appeal. A request by either the defense or the prosecution that a 
case be removed from a lower court to a higher court in order 
for a completed trial to be reviewed by the higher court. 

Appeals may be either heard de novo or on the record. Appeals 
heard de novo involve a completely new trial as if no trial had 
been conducted in the original court. These appeals are common­
ly referred to as trials de novo and matters of fact as well as law 
may be reviewed. Appeals heard on the record are those in which 
the transcript of the original trial is reviewed for errors of law 
by a court with appellate jurisdiction. 

ChancerY/Equity courts. A court that has jurisdiction in equity, 
administers justice, and decides controversies in accordance with 
the rules, principles, and precedents of equity; as distinguished 
from a court having the jurisdiction, rules, principles, and prac­
tice of the common law. 

Civil jurisdiction. Includ~s both actions at law and pleadings in 
equity; also probate (wills and estates), mental competenc~" 
guardianship, and domestic relations proceedings. 

Court. Each geographically separate locality at which a court 
system holds sessions (sits) and operates independently. 

Court of appellate jurisdiction. A court having jurisdiction over 
appeal and review, with original jurisdiction conferred only in 
special cases; includes both courts oflast resort and intermediate 
appellate courts. 

Court of general jUlisdiction. A trial court of unlimited original 
jurisdiction in civil and/or criminal cases, also called "major 
trial court." 

Court of intermediate appeals. An appellate court tl1at is limited 
in its appellate jurisdiction by State law or at the discretion of 
the court of last resort in the State. 

Co,'ut of last resort. An appellate court that has jurisdiction over 
fmal appeals in a State. 
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Court of limited or special jurisdiction. A trial court with legal 
jurisdiction covering only a particular class of cases, such as 
probate, juvenile, or traffic cases; cases where the amount in 
controversy is below a prescribed sum; or cases subject to specific 
exceptions, e.g., courts limited to hearing civil cases with a maxi­
mum of $500 in controversy or criminal cases with a maximum 
penalty of S500 fine or 6-month sentence. 

Court of Clriginal jurisdiction. A court having jurisdiction in the 
first instan,;e to trY a case and pass judgmen t upon the law and 
facts, as d;stinguished from a court of appellate jurisdiction; in­
cludes boUt courts of general jurisdiction and courts of limited 
or special j ()risdiction; also referred to as "trial court." 

Court syste'\n. A judicial agency established or authorized by con­
stitutional \ir statutorY law. A court system may consist of a 
single co un or a group of two or more courts in the same judicial 
district. 

Criminal j'!;,risdiction. Includes jurisdiction over criminal felonies, 
felony pniliminarY hearings, misdemeanors, traffic, al\d munic­
ipal or cOlmty ordinance violations. 

De Nov(), See Appeal. 

ExtraontinUfY Writs. See Writ. 

Judicial district, circuit, or precinct. One of the geographic 
areas into which a State is commonly divided for judicial pur­
poses. A district may include two or more counties having 
separate court locations and presided over by the same judge or 
judges. 

Jurisdiction. In this report, refers to legal jurisdiction, i.e., the 
authority of courts or judicial officers over a particular class 
of cases. 

Juvenile jurisdiction. Refers to special jurisdiction over de­
linquent and neglected children (minors). 

Number of authorized judgeship positions. Number of judges 
authorized by law for a court as of JanuUfY I, 1977, except 
where noted. 

On the record. See Appeal. 

Other judicial personnel. Personnel, other than judges, who par­
ticipate in the "judging process," such as commissioners, masters, 
referees, etc. These personnel usually hear only certain types of 
cases or carry proceedings to a certain point. Does not include 
judges pro tern, visiting judges, or any type of reserve judges. 
Also known as "parajudicial" personnel. 

~ Probate court. A court that has jurisdiction over the following 
civil matters: 

a. Administering estates of deceased persons, minor children 
of deceased persons, and incompetents. 

b. Administering trusts. 
c. Administering the affairs or determining the guardians of 

orphans, mental defectives, and incompetents. 
d. Settling disputes over wills. 

State court. A court established or authorized under the con­
stitution or laws of a State and conct:rned primarily with the 
judicial administration of State and local government laws; viz., 
all courts other than Federal courts. 
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Support personnel. In this report, refers only to court clerks, 
law clerks, and court administrators. Other personnel such as 
bailiffs, secretaries, probation staff, marshals, and court re­
porters are not included. 

Trial de IlOvo. See Appeal. 
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Writ. A wri tten court order direc ted to a specific person re­
quiring that person to perform or refrain from performing a 
specific act. In State statutes and constitutions, writs are some­
times referred to as "extraordinary writs" or "extraordinary 
remedies". Some examples of writs are the writ of habeas corpus, 
the writ of mandamus, and the writ of certiorarI. 



4 COURT LISTINGS 

Table 1. Courts of Appellate Juris(iiction, With Number of Court Systems and Courts, by State, 
January 31, 1977 

Courts of last resort 

State 
Name 

Totol •••.•••.•••••••••.•••.•. 

Alabama..... •••••••••• •• •• ••••• •••• Supreme Court •••••••••••••••.••••• 

Aloskn............................. Supreme Court ...................•. 
Arizona. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• Supreme Court •.••••.•••••••••••••• 
ArkanslJs. ••••• ••••• ••• • • • • ••••••••• Supreme Court •••••.••••••••••••••• 
Collior"10......................... Supreme Court ....•..•............. 

ColaroMa ••••••••••••••••• , ••••••• •• Supreme Court .•••••••••••••••••••• 
Connecticut. II..................... Supreme Court •.•.•••••••••.••••••• 
Delaware •••••.•••••••.•.• , ••••. . .•• Supreme Court ••....••.•••......••• 
District of Columbia............... Court of Appeals .....••....•.•.•.. 
Florida............................ Supreme Court ••.•..••••...•••..... 

Georgia. • . . . . .•..•. •• •••• ... . . •••••. Supreme Court •..•.....••••.•••.•.. 
Hawaii. ••......•.•..••.•.•••...•••. Supreme Court •....••....•.•.•..... 
Idaho. • . • . . . . ..•.••.• •• . . •• . . . . .• •. Supreme Court .•...••.•.•.•••••.... 
Illin01s ••...•.••••••.•••.••.•••... Supreme Court ...••••...•..•.•••..• 
Indiana. • • . .• .••. .. ••• . • •• ••• .••. .• Supreme Court .•..•••..•.••••.••... 

Iown. • • • •• • ••.•.••••••• • ••• ••. . •• •• Supreme Court .•••••••.•..•••..•..• 
Kansas. . •••••••..•• ••• •••• . •. •. • ••• Supreme Court ..•.••..•.•.•..•.•.•• 
Kentucky. . • • . • . . • . • • • • • . • • • . • . • • . • . Supreme Court .•••.•..•••••••.••••• 
Louisiana ••••.•.•••••.••. '" • •• . .•• Supreme Court ....•.•••.•••....•.•• 
Moine.............................. Supreme Judicial COU1·t .••..••..•.. 

Muryland........................... Court of Appeals •.••••••..•••••••. 
Massachusetts...................... Supreme Judicial Court ••...••••..• 
Michigan ••.•••.•••••••.•••••••• " .. Supreme Court ••.•••••.•.•.•••....• 
Minnesota. • • ••••••• •• •• • •••••. •• . .• Supreme Court •••••••••.•..••.•• " • 
Mississippi..... •• .•••• . •• • . •• • .• .• Supreme Court •••••••..•••.••....•. 

Missouri. • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • •• Supreme Court .••••..••••••.•..•••• 
Montan'il............................ Supreme COU1·t ..••..•••••••...••••• 
Nebraska........................... Supreme Court ••••.••..•••••...•.•• 
Nevada. • • • • . . • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . • • • • • Supreme Court •••..•.••••••..•..••• 
New Hampshire...................... Supreme Court .•..•.•••••••••.•••.• 

New Jersey......................... Supreme Court •.•.••.•••...••.•.••• 

New Mexico .•.•••••••.•••••••••.•••• Supreme Court •. ~ ••••••••••.•••••.. 
New york........................... Court of Appeals .••••••••••••••••. 

North Carolina..................... Supl'eme Court .•.•.•••••.•.••.•..•• 
North Dakota....................... Supreme Court •.••••••••.••••••...• 

Ohio ••••• '.......................... Supreme Court ••...••.•••••••••••.. 
Oklahoma. ••• •. .. . • •••• • • • • • . • . • •••. Supreme Court .••••••••..••••.••••• 

Court of Criminal Appeals •••••••.. 
Oregon ••••.••••••••••.••• , • • •••.• •• Supreme Court ..••••.•••••••.••••.. 
Pennsylvanil1....................... Supreme Court ..•••••••••••••.•.•.• 

Rhode Island....................... Supreme Court •..••••••••••••.•.... 

South Carolina. •••••••••••••••••••• Supreme Court •.••••••••••••••••.•. 
South Dakota... ••••••.••••••••••••. Supreme Court .•••.•••••••.••••••.• 
Tonnossoo •••••••••.•••••• , ••• •••• •• Supreme Court .••••••••••••••••.•.• 

Texas. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • . • . • • Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Criminal Appoals .•••••••• 

Utah............................... Supreme Court ••••.•••••••••••••.•• 

Vermon t ••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ • • •• Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••.•• 
Virginin ••••••••••••••••••• '" ••• •• Supreme Court ••.••••.••••••••••••• 
Wash1ngton......................... Supreme Court ••••••••••••••••••••• 
West Virg1nia...................... Supreme Court of Appeals .••••••••• 
Wisconsin ••••••••••••••••• , ••••• • •• Supreme Court •••••••••.••••••••••• 
Wyoming. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • Supreme Court ••••••••••.•••••••••• 

Number 
of court 

systems 

53 

Number 
of 

courts 

Courts of lntermedlate appeals 

Name 

55 ,," " " " " " , , , " " " , " , " " " , 

1 Court of CivU Appeals .....•...•.. 
Court of Criminal Appeals .••••.•.. 

1 None at: this level ••.•............ 
1 Court of Appea 15 .......•.•...•.... 

None at this level •..•.....•...... 
Courts of Appeal .•.....•...•...... 

1 Court of Appeals ...••....••....... 
None at this level ...•....•.....•. 
None at this level ..•.•..•..••.•.. 

1 None at this level ..••.•.•..••.••. 
1 Courts of Appeal .•...•.•••..•••..• 

Court of Appeals .....•....•....... 
None at this level ..•. , .....•...•. 
None at this level ........•....... 
Appellate Courts ........••.•...... 

1 Court of Appeals ••...•..••........ 

1 Court of Appeals ....•.........•... 
1 Court of AppeaLs ........•.•..•.•.. 

Court of Appeals ....••.••..•••..•. 
Courts of Appeal ....•.••.....•..•. 

1 None a t this level .•••.••••.•..••• 

1 Court of Special Appeals ....••.•.• 
1 Appeals Court ..•.•..........•..... 
1 Court of Appea 15 •.....•...•..•.... 

None at this level .•...•.•..••.... 
None at this level ....•.••••.•.•.. 

1 Court of Appeals .•.•..••••••.•••.. 
1 Nonl at this level ..••.••..••.•..• 
1 None at this level •......•.••••... 
1 None at this level •..••...•..••... 
1 None at this level .••••••••.••.•.. 

1 Appellate Division of Superior 
Court .•.......•....•.••.•.••.•.•. 

1 Court of Appeals •.•.•...••.....•.• 
1 Appellate Division of Supreme 

Court ...••••....•.......•..••.•.. 
Appella te Terms of Supreme Court· .. 

Court of Appeals .•.•..•.•••..•••.. 
None at this level •.•....•...•...• 

1 Courts of Appeals •..••.•...•..•.•• 
Court of Appeals .•....•.•••••.•... 

Court of Appeals ..•...•..••.•.•••• 
Superior Court •••.....•...••••••.. 
Commonweal th Court ••.••..•.•...... 

1 None at this level •.......•••••... 

1 None at thiS level .....••..•.••••. 
1 None a t this level ..••••••...•.••• 
1 Court of Appeals .••.••••.••••••••• 

Court of Criminal Appeals ••••.•.•. 
Courts of Civil Appeals .••••••.••• 

1 None at this level ..•••••••••••••• 

None at this level .•.••••••.•••••. 
None at this level ••••••••.•..•••• 
Court of Appeals ••••••••••.••••••• 
None at thiS level •••••••••••••••• 
None a t this level •••••••••••••••• 
None at this level ..••••••••••.••• 

Number Number 
of court of 
systems courts 

73 

4 
3 

11 

14 

156 

88 
12 

14 

tNumbel' of intermediate appellate courts for Oklahomtl has been revised to correct orror in 1973 publication. 
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Table 2. Courts of General Jurisdiction, With Number of Court Systems and Courts, by State, 

January 31,1977 

State Name Number of 
court systems 

Number of 
courts 

'fotal ...•.•.•....••.•...••.•..••.••..........•......• 1,552 3,588 

Alnhumu, •••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••.•••••••••• 
Alnskn ••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••.•••••• 
Arizona ••••.••••••••.••••..••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••..•• 
Al'kansas ••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••••• 

Californio ••••.•••••••••••••••••••••.••.••••••••••••••••••• 

Col.oradQ •••• , •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Conncc ticu t .....••..•••.......•..••.•...••••..••......•••.. 
Delnware .••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••• 

District of Columbin ..•••..•.•••••.•......••.••••.••..•••.• 
Florida •••••...•••••••••...••.•.•••.• , ••.•.•.•.•..•••••..•. 

Georgia ................................. ~ •• , .••. , .••••..•.•• 
Hawnii •. , .•...••....•••.••.•.•.•••••••..•••.•.•..••••••.... 
Idaho ..••.........••....•••••••••••..•••....•••......•••... 
Illinois ..••••••••..•.••••••.•••••••.•.•...•.•.••.•••...••. 
Indiana ..••.....•• , " ..••••. , .•..•.••••.••••.•••.•.•••..•.. 

Iowa .••.•••..•..•••••••••...•••••.•••••••••....•..•.•••.•.. 
Kansns ..•....••......•..••••••••.....••.•••..••••••...•••.. 
Kentucky •..•••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••• o. ••• ,. 

Louisiana •••..•••.. '" ..••..•••.••..•••.•.•. " ••••.• , •.•••. 
Maine .•.••.••••••.••.•.•••••••••....••.•.• , ••.•••...•••••.. 

Maryland, .• , ....••••••• , , .... , ••• , ••••..• ,., ••••...•••..••. 
Mnssachusetts .••••.•••••••••••••••..•••••.• , •.••.•••• , •••. , 
Michigan •.•••••.••.•.•.••••.••..•••.....•••••••••••••••..•• 

Minnesota ••.•.•••••.••••. " .•••• , ..•••••••••.•.•...••••... , 
Mississippi .. , •••.•••..••••••.•••• , '.' ..•..•••••••••.•..•••• 

Missouri ••••••••....• , ••••••••••••....•..••••••.•••.••••••• 

Montana ...•.•..••.•••••. , ..•.•.•..•••••••.• , .•..••••••••.•. 
Nebraska •••••••••.••••••• " ••••••••••••••••••••••••• o. ....... . 

Nevada .••.••••••••••.••••••.•••.••••.••••••••.•• , ••••••••• , 
New Hampshire •.•••••••••.••...••••••••••••••••.••••••••.••. 

New Jersey .•••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••..••• 

New Mexico ..•••••••••••..••••••••••.••• , •..•••••••.•••.•••. 
New york ••..•••.•••.•••••••••••••.••••••.•••••••••••.•.•••• 

North Carolina ..••• , •..••••.••••••.•••.•.••••••.••..••••••• 
North Dakota •••••••.•••••••••• , ••••••.•.••••.•••••••••.•••• 

Ohio ..................... ~ ••.•••••..••••.••..•.••••••.•.••••. 
Oklahoma .•.•••••••• , .•.••••••. " ••.••.• , .•••••.•••••••..••• 
Oregon .••.•••.•••••.••••• , .•••.•.••••••.•.•••..•..••••••.•• 
Pennsyl vania ... , •...••• ; ..•.•.••••.•.•••••..•.•••....•••••• 
Rhode lsland ..•••.• , ..••••••••.•••....••.••••••••• '" .•.••• 

South Carolina .••.•••••.•..•••.•.••••••••.•..••..••••••••• • 
South Dakota .•.•.••.•••••••••.•••••.••••.••••••••••••.••••• 
Tennessee •.•••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•. 

Texas •.••••••••••••••••••.•.••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••.. 
Utah •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • •••• 

Vermont, ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Virginia •••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••• " ••••••••••••.•• , 
Washington ••••••••.••••.•••••••••••••.•••.••••••••••••••.•• 
Wes t Virginia •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Wisconsin •.•••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Wyoming ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••• 

Circuit courts .•••••• , .••••...•.•••.••.••••••.•.•••..••.• , 
Superior courts ..•••..•.•.•••••••••.••••...••••••••.•••... 
Superior courts ............................................ . 
Chancery courts •..••••••••. , ..••.••••..••••••••••..••.• " • 
Circuit courts ...•.•••••••..••••••..•••••••••••.••. , •••... 
Superior courts •••••..••••••••••..•••••••••.•.•••••.•••••• 

District courts., •.•••••..•.•.•.••..•••••..••.••••...•••.. 
Superior courts, .••••••.••.••••••••.•• , ..• , •.••• , .•••• , .•• 
Chanccl'y courts •••••.•.•.••..••.•••••.•. , .••.•.•. , ••.••.•. 
Superiol' courts •.••••••••••.. , •••••• , ••••••••••.••.•••.•.• 
Superior Court •••••.••.•••.••••.•.••.••••.••.•.• , ..•••...• 
01rcui t courts •••••.•.•.••••..•••..••.•.••••...••....••••. 

Superior courts •••• , •....••...••• , •••••..••••...• , .••••.•• 
Circuit courts •••.•••.••••••••• , .•.••..••••.•.....•.•••••. 
District courts •.•.•••••••• , •.••••••••..••.•.•.••.•.•••••. 
Circu! t courts., ••.•••••.•...•••.• , •.••••.•.•••...••••.••• 
Circuit courts ••.••....•.••.••••..••••..••••••..•••••.•• " 
Criminal Court (Indianapolis-Marion) ~ ~ ........... ~., ••••••. 
Superior courts ...••••• , •.••..••••.•..••••••.••••••.••.••• 

District courts ••...••••.••..••.•.•••.••••.••••••• , ..••••. 
District courts ..•••••.•••.•..•.••...•..•.•. , ••••••.•..••. 
Circuit courts ••••• ~ ••••••• ~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District courts .•...•.••.• , •.••.•.••• , •.•••••••.•• / ....•.• 
Superior courts .•••••.•..•.•••.••.•.•••• , .....•.• , •.••.••• 

Circuit courts •••..••••.•••••.•••.•.•.••••.•.••.••..•.• , .• 
Superior courts ...•••.•••• , ..•.•••..••••••••.••• , •.....•.. 
Circui t courts •.••..•.. , •••••••• , ..••.•...••••.•••• , .••••. 
Detro! t Recorders I Court .••.•• , ••.•••.•••••••••••.•.•••..• 
District courts •...••.•...••••••.•..•••••.••..•••.••••.••• 
Chancery courts ••••••••..•.•••••••••••.•••••••••.•••• , .••• 
Circuit courts •••••.•.•••.••••..•.•••..••••••••••••••••.•. 

Circui t courts •••••..• , ...••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •.•••• 
Hunnibtll Court ot Common Pleas •.••••.•.•••••••••.••••••••• 
District courts ..•••••••••••••••••.•••••.•••••.••••••••••• 
District courts ........................................... . 
Dis tric t courts ••••.••••••••.•.••••••• , ••••••••••••••.•••. 
Superior courts ..•••••••••...•••••.•••••.•••• , •••••. '" ••• 

County courts ••••••..•••••••••••.•••••.••••••••••••••••••. 
Superior courts .•••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••.•••••••• 
District courts ••••••.••.•••••••••.•••••..•.•••••..•••.•.• 
County courts ••• , ••••••••••••••.••.••.••••...••••••••••.•• 
Supreme courts ••••••••••••.•••..••••.••.•••••••••••••••••• 
Superior courts •••••••.•. , ..••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••.• 
Dis trict coorts •••••.•.•..••••••••..••••••••••. , •••••••.•• 

Common pleas courts ••••••.••••••.•••.••••••••••••••••.••.• 
Dis trict courts .•••.••.••.•••••••••••••••• , .•••••••••••••• 
Circui t courts •.•.••••••••••••.•••.••.•••••••••• , •..•••••. 
Common pleas courts .•••.•••..•••••••••••••••••.•••••••.••• 
Superior courts .•••••.•••••••••••.••••.•••••.••••••..••••• 

Circlli t courts ..••••••••••••••• J •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Circui t courts •••.••.•••••••••••.•••••••• , ••.•••.••••••••. 
Chancery courts ••••••••••••••••••••••.••.••••••••••••••••• 
Circuit courts •.••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Dyer County Common Law Court ••••.•.•••••••••.••••••••••• j. 
Law and equi ty courts ••••••••••••••••••..••••• I ••••••••••• 

Dis tric t courts .•••••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••••••.••• 
District courts ••• ,., •••••••••••••.••••••••••••.•••••••• I. 

County (Superior) courts •••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Circui t courts •••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• , ••••• 
Superior courts •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••••• 
Circuit courts .••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••• 
Circui t courts •••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••. 
County courts •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••..•••••• 
Dis trict courts ••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••• 

38 

t 
18 
19 
58 

22 

20 

42 
4 
7 

21 
88 

1 
37 

8 
29 
56 
35 

1 

50 
1 

10 
19 
20 

43 
1 

18 
21 

21 
1 

13 
57 
11 
30 
6 

88 
24 
20 
59 

1 

16 
9 

17 
28 

1 
4 
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7 

1 
30 
28 
31 
26 
71 

7 

73 
4 

H 
86 
86 
58 

63 
14 

3 

67 

159 
4 

44 
102 

92 
1 

37 

99 
105 
120 

65 
16 

24 
14 
83 

1 
87 
92 
92 

116 

56 
93 
17 
10 

21 
21 
19 
57 
62 

100 
53 

88 
77 
36 
67 

" 
46 
64 
83 

102 
1 
4 

254 
29 

14 
122 

39 
58 
71 
71 
23 



6 COURT LISTINGS 

Table 3. Courts of Limited and Special Jurisdiction, by Level 01 Organization, by State, 
January 31, 1977 

state Statewide nnd district county 

Alabama ••. ,0' •••••••••••• District courts ••••••.••.• 00 •••••• Fnmily Court (Jefferson count,v) 
Probn te courts 

Municipal and township 

Municipal courts 
Recordor's courts 

Alnskn •••••••••••••.••.•• District courts ••••..••••••••••••• None at this level .••••••••..•.••••••••.•. Magistrate COU1'ts 

Arizona.. ••••• • . •••. •• ••. JUstice courts.................... None at this level........................ Magis trnte and police courts 

Arkansos..... •••• • . . • • • •• Justice of the peace courts....... County courts............................. C1 ty courts I. formorly called mayors I 

courts) 
Courts of common pleas Municipal or municipal crim1nal courts 

PoUce courts 

Ca.\1fo1'nio. ••••••..•••.•.• Justico courts ••••..••.••••.•••••. None at this level ••••••••.••••••• , ••••••• None at this level 
Municipal courts 

Colorado •• ~. •• ••••• •••• •• None at this level................ County courts............................. Denver Juvenile Court 
Denver Proba te Court 
Denver Superior Court 

Connecticut ••••...•••• " I JUVenile courts. I •••• I •••••••••• I. Courts of common plenn ••••••••.•••••..•••• 

Dolo.ware...... . • • •••••••• None a t this level................ Courts of common pleas .••.• I I ••••••••••••• 

Fnmi Iy courts 
Registers' courts 

District of Columbia..... (') (' ) 

Florida.................. None at this level................ County courts •••••.•. I ••••••• I •••••••••••• 

Georgia.................. Justice of the pence courts (fee). County courts also known nS: 

lIawaii •••••••.•••••.••• " 

Idaho •••• " •••••••••••••• 

Illinois •••••••••.••••••• 

Indiana ••••••••• I •••••••• 

Iowa .•••••••••.•••• , ••••• 

Knnsas •••• , •••••••••••. , • 

District courts ••••••••..•••••• I.' 

(') 

(') 

None at this level ••••••.••••••••• 

(') 

None a t this level ••••••••••..•••• 

Ci ty courts (Dougherty and Washington 
Counties) 

County Recorder's Court (DeKalb County) 
Criminal Court (Ful ton County) 

Probate Courts also known as: 
Courts of Ordinary 
Traffic courts 

Juvenile or juvenile nnd domestic 
relo.tions courts 

Magistrates' courts (Clarke and Glynn 
counties) 

Municipal and ci vll courts 
Small claim courts 
State courts 

None a t this level .••••••••.•••••• I ••••••• 

(') 

(') 

County courts 
Juvenile Court (Indianapolis-Marion) 
Probate courts (St. Joseph County and 

Indiano.polis-J.farion) 

(') 

None at this level •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Kontucky •••••••••••.••••• Nono at this level .•••••••••••••. , County courts •••••••.••••••••••••••••••••• 

Louisiana ••••• ~. ••••••••• Justice ot the pqaco courts 

Justice of the peace courts (magistrates) 
Quarterly courts 

Family Court (East Daton Rouge Parish) •••• 
Juvenile courts (Caddo, Jofferson, and 

Orleans parishes) 
Parish courts (Jefferson Parish) 

Municipal courts also known as: 
Ci ty courts 
Magistrnte courts 
Police magistrate cOUrts 
Town courts 

Proba to courts 

Aldermen's courts 
Justice courts 
Municipal Court (Wilmington) 

(') 

None At this level 

Recorders' courts also known as: 
Ci ty courts 
Mayors I courts 
Municipal courts 
Police courts 

None at this level 

(') 

(') 

Ci ty courts 
Municipal Court (Indianapolis-Marion) 
Town courts 

(') 

MUnicipal or police courts 

Police courts also known as: 
City courts 
Municipal courts 

City courts 
Mayors I or municipal courts 
Municipal Court of New Orleans 
Traffic Court of New Orleans 

lIalno... ••••••••••••••••• District courts. I..... ....... ..... None at this lovel.... •••••••••••••••••••• Probate courts 

Maryland ••••••••••••••••• District courts ••••••••••••••••••• Orphans' court •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• None at this level 

MassachusottS............ District courts................... Courts of pro~ate and insolvency.......... Housing courts (Boston and Hampden County) 
JuvenUe courts Municipal Court (Boston) 

See footnotes at end of table. 
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COURT ORGANIZATION 

Table 3. Courts of Limited and Special Jurisdiction, by level of Organization, by State, 
January 31, 1977--Continued 

State Statewide Bnd diStrict County Municipal and township 

Michigan. • •. .•••• .••.••.. Court of Claims................... Probate courts............................ Common PleBS Court ot Detroit 
D19trict courts Municiplll courts 

Minnesota ••••••• ,. ••• •••• County courts ••••••••••.•••••••••• 

MississippL ~ ••• , •••••• ,. Justice of the. peace. courts (!ee). 

Missouri ..••.•••.•.••••.• None at this level •.•.•••.•..••••• 

Conciliation courts } (Hennepin Bnd 
Municlpal courts Ramsey Coun-
Probate courb:! ties) 

County courts ••.•••••••••••.•••••••••••••• 
Family Court (Harrison County) 

Cape Girardeau Court of Common Pleas .••••• 
MagIstrate courts 
Probate courts 

Justice courts 

Municipal courts aleo known as: 
Ci ty courts 
Mayors I courts 
Police or police justice courts 

Municipal or police courts 
St. Louis Court ot Criminal Correction 

Montana.. .•••••••••••• .•• None at this level .••••••.••• 0.... Justice courts............................ Cl ty court.s 
Municipal courts 

Nebraska................. None at this level ••••••••.•••. 0.. County courts •••••• 00.0 ••••• 0 0 •••••••••• 0. Municipal courts (Lincoln and Omaha) 
Juvenile courts (Douglas J Lancaster nnd 

Sarpy Counties) 

Nevada .•.• ,. ••••••••.••.• None n t this level................ Justice courts ••.••••• 0 •••• ~.............. Municipal courts also known aB police 
cC!llrts 

New Hampshire........ .••• District courts................... Probate courts............................ Municipal courts 

New Jersey. ••••• .•••••••• None a t this level................ County district courts.................... Municipal courts 
Juvenile and domestic relations courts 

New Mexico............... None at this level .•••.•••••••••.• 

New york................. Court of Claims .•.•••••••••••.•••• 

Surrogn te courts 

Mngistrate courts .••••••••••••. 0 •••••••••• 

Probn te courts 
Smnll Claims Court (Albuquerque) 

District courts (Nassau and Suffolk 
Counties) 

Family courts 
Surroga tes courts 

Municipal courts 

Ci ty courts 
City justice courts 
C1 ty police courts 
Civil Court ot New York Ci ty 
Criminal Court of New York C1 ty 
Recorders I courts 
Town and village justice courts 

Nort;h Carolina ••..••..•.• District courts •.•...••.•.•...••.• None at this level ••.•••.•••..•••.•••••••. None at this level 

North Dakota ••..•••.••..• None at this level ••••••..••••..•• County courts (including those with 
increased jurisdiction) ••.•.•••.••••••.•• Municipal and police courts 

County justice courts 

Ohio..................... None at this level................ County courts............................. Municipal courts 
Ma.yora I courts 

Oklahoma................. None at this level ••.•. 0.......... None at this level........................ Municipal courts not of Tecord nlso known 
as: 
C1 ty courts 
Police courts 

Municipal criminal courU of record 
(Oklahomn City nnd Tulsn) 

Oregon................... District courts................... County courts •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I City or municipa.l cout'ts 
JUstice courts 

Pennsylvania •.•••••••.••. Community courts 2 ••••••••••••••••• Nono at this level •••••••••••••••••••••.•• 
Jus ticc at the peace courts 

Hhode Island •••.••••••. ,. District courts................... Fnmily courts ••••••.•••••••••••••••••.•• o. 

South Catvlina........... Mngistrate courts................. Civil and criminol courts ••••••••••••••.•• 
County courts 

South Dnkotn~ ••••••••••• (1) 

Tennossoe................ Nono nt this level 

See !ootnotes at end of table. 

Fpmlly courts 
Probate courts 

county courts ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••. 
Gtmernl flOSS ions courts 
Justice of tho peace courts 
Juvenile courts 
Probate courts (Davidson nnd Sholby 
counties) 

Oi ty Court of Pi ttsburgh 
Housing Court of Pi ttsburgh 
Municipni Court of Philadelphia 
Tratfic Couxot of Phllodclphin 
Tra'f!1c Court of Pittsbul'gh 

MuniCipal courts (Pawtucket, Providence 
and J ohna ton) 

Probate COUTts 

Municipal courts nlso known ns: 
Mayors' courts 
Police courts 
Recorders I court.s 

(I) 

City courts also known as: 
Mayors I courts 
Municipnl COU1'ts 
Recorders I courtl1 
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8 COURT LISTINGS 

Table 3. Courts of Limited and Special Jurisdiction, by Level of Organization, by State, 
January 31, 1977--Continued 

Stnte Statewide Dnd district County 

Texas .•••••••••...••. ,... None nt this level .•••••••....••.. Constitutional county courts (civil and 
criminal) •....•••••.••••..•..•••••.••• , .• 

Jus tiee courts 
Juvenile and domestic relations courts 
Special county courts 

Mun~ciplll nnd township 

Municipal courts (formerly called 
corpora ticn courts) 

Utnh ••••.•.•.•••.••.•..•• JUvenile courts •••••••• 00 •• 0 •••••• Justice courts •••••.•• , •••••••. o •••••••••• City courts also known OS! 
Corporotion, municip.o.l or town courts 

Vermont.................. District courts................... None at this level........................ Justice courts (fee) 
Proba te courts 

Virginia •.••••••••.•.•••• District courts .••••••.••.•••••... None at this level ••••••••••••••••...••.•• None a't this level 

Woshington •••••••...•.•.. District courts ..•••••••.•..•••••. Justice courtS .••.•••.•.•.••...•.....••••. Municipal and police courts 

West Virginia •....••••.•. Justice courts .••.•...••••..••..•• County commissions (formerly callad county 
courts) .•••.•••••••••••.•••••••.•.••••••. Municipal courts also known as: 

Ci ty courts 
Mayors I courts 
Police courts 
Town courts 

Wj.sconsln................ None at this level ..••••••••••. ,.. None nt this level........................ Municipal courts 

Wyoming.................. None nt this level................ County courts2 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Municipal and police courts 
__________ -' _____________ ~stice courts 

Note: Fec-pnid Justices of the pence appear in this listing with the deSignation (fee). 

1Theso states have no courts beLOW the level 0:£ general jurisdiction. 
2'rhese courts are authorized but none hod been established as 0:£ January 31, 1977. 
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STATE JUDICIAL SYSTEMS 
INDIVIDUAL STATE DESCRIPTIONS 

ALABAMA 

In 1975 the Alabama Legislature established a new system of 
district courts that replaces the county and juvenile couns 
effective January 16,1977. In addition, on December 27, 1977, 
a new system of municipal courts will replace the recorders' 
courts. 

COURTS OF APPELLATE JURISDICTION 

SUPREME COURT (1) 

Legal AuthOlization. The Supreme Court is established by the 
Alabama Constitution, Article 6, Section 139. 

Organization. The court sits in Montgomery and has statewide 
jurisdiction. 

Legal Jurisdiction. The Supreme Court has exclusive appellate 
jurisdiction over actions involving title to or possession of land, 
over civil law cases in which the amount involved exceeds 
$10,000, and over equity cases. The court has jurisdiction to 
issue writs as necessary to exercise its jurisdiction and to exercise 
its supervisory authority over lower courts. In addition, the 
Supreme Court may review a decision of the Court of Civil Ap­
peals or 0 fthe Court of Criminal Appeals. 

Judges. One chief justice and eight associate justices are elected 
in a partisan election by the people of the State and serve 6-year 
terms. A justice of the Supreme Court must be licensed to prac­
tice law in the State and may not engage in the private practice 
of law. 

Other Judicial Personnel. None. 

Support Personnel· The clerk of the Supreme Court is appointee 
by the justices and serves at their pleasure. Each justice may also 
employ a law clerk. 

Other: 
Administrative Authority. The Supreme Court' has general 
supervision over and responsibility for the lower courts of the 
State, including authority to obtain statistics froOi court officials. 
The Supreme Court has rule-making authority for trial procedure 
and appellate procedure. The Department of Court Management 
operates under the chief justice with an administrative director 
of courts and staff. 

Assignment of Judges. The chief justice may transfer appellate 
justices and judges to any of the appellate courts for temporary 
service. Trial court judges and retired justices and judges may also 
be assigned by the chief justice for temporary service in any 
court. 

COURT OF CNIL APPEALS (1) 

Legal Authorization. The Court of Civil Appeals is established 
by the Alabama Constitution, Article 6, Section 139, and the 
Code of Alabama, Title 13, Section 111 (1). 

Organization. The court has statewide jurisdiction and sits in 
Montgomery . 

Legal Jurisdiction. The Court of Civil Appeals has exclusive 
appellate jurisdiction over all suits at law in which the amount 
involved does not exceed $10,000; over all appeals from admini­
strative agencies other than the Alabama Public Service Com­
mission; over all appeals in workmen's compensation cases; and 
over all appeals in domestic relations cases, including annulment, 
divorce, adoption, and child custody cases and all writs arising 
from such cases. Review of the decisions of the Court of Civil 
Appeals is by petition to the Supreme Court. . 

Judges. Three judges are elected in a partisan election and serve 
6-year terms. The judge who has served the longest on the court 
is presiding judge. Judges must be licensed to practice law in the 
State and may not engage in the private practice of law. 

Other Judicial Personnel. None. 

Support PersonneL The judges of the Court of CMl Appeals are 
authorized to appoint a clerk. 

COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS (1) 

Legal Authorization. The Court of Criminal Appeals is estab­
lished by the Alabama Constitution, Article 6, Section 139, and 
the Code of Alabama, Title 13, Section 111 (1). 

Organization. The Court of Criminal Appeals has statewide 
jurisdiction and sits at Montgomery. The Court may sit in panels 
of three. In cases heard by a panel, all three judges must concur 
for a decision to be made. 

Legal Jurisdiction. The Couri of Criminal Appeals has exclusive 
jurisdiction over all criminal appeals. Review of the decisions 0 f 
the Court of Criminal Appeals is by petition, except that in cases 
where the death penalty was imposed it is a matter of right. 

Judges. There are five judges of the Court of Criminal Appeals, 
including one presiding judge. They are elected in partisan elec­
tions and serve 6-year terms. A judge of the Court of Criminal 
Appeals must be licensed to practice law in the State and may 
not engage in the private practice of law. 

Other Judicial Personnel. None. 

Support Personnel. The court has a clerk appointed by the 
judges; each judge also appoints one law clerk. 

COURTS OF GENERAL JURISDICTION 

CIRCUIT COURTS (38 systems, 73 locations) 

Legal Authorization. Circuit courts are established by the Ala­
bama Constitution, A,rticle 6, Section 139, and the Code of 
Alabama, Title 13, Section 112(1). 
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10 ALABAMA 

Organization. The State is divided into 38 circuits, each con­
sisting of one to five counties. The court sits in each county 
seati in six counties, Barbour, Coffee, Jefferson, Marshall, St. 
Clair, and Tallapoosa, the court sits at a second location. 

Legal Jurisdiction. Circuit courts have exclusive original juris­
diction over all civil actions in which the matter in controversy 
exceeds $5,000 and concurrent original jurisdiction with the 
district court over civil actions in which the matter in controversy 
exceeds $500. They have exclusive original criminal jurisdiction 
over all felonies and misdemeanors, except that this jurisdiction 
is concurrent with the district court in noncapital cases in which 
the defendant pleads gUilty. In some counties circuit courts have 
jurisdiction over juvenile cases. Jury trials are available in civil 
and criminal cases. These courts have appellate jurisdiction over 
civil, criminal, and juvenile cases from the district courts and 
over prosecutions for ordinance violations from municipal 
courts. Appeals from the circuit courts are heard on the record 
in the appellate courts. 

Judges. There are 106 judgeshiP. positio~s authorized f~r t~e 
circuit courts, with at least one Judge assIgned to ea.ch CIrCUIt. 
TIley are elected in a partisan election and serve 6-year terms. 
The judges must be licensed to practice law in the State and may 
not engage in the private practice of law. 

Other Judicial Personnel. None. 

Support Personnel. A clerk of the circuit court is elected in each 
county and is responsible for all criminal and civil law proceedings. 

Other: 

Administrative Authority. The circuit courts have authority to 
exercise general supervision over all courts of limited juridiction. 

COURTS OF LIMITED AND SPECIAL JURISDICfION 

DISTRICT COURTS (66 systems, 73locatiolls) 

Legal Authorization. District courts are established by Acts of 
1975, No. 1205, Section 4-101, effective January 16, 1977. 

Organization. Sessions of the district courts are held in each 
county seat, in each municipality containing a popUlation of 
1,000 or more where no municipal court exists and at additional 
court sites as may be designated by the administrative director 
of courts. 

Legal Jurisdiction. District courts have criminal jurisdiction over 
misdemeanors and traffic cases. These courts may receive guilty 
pleas III noncapital cases (concurrent 'with circuit courts). They 
have exclusive jurisdiction over preliminary hearings in felony 
cases. District courts have original civil jurisdiction concurrent 
with circuit courts where the amount in controversy does not 
exceed $5,000 alld exclusive original civil jurisdiction where the 
amount in cOlltroversy does not exceed $500. III all districts 
having only one district court judge, the district court handles 
juvenile cases. In those districts having more than one district 
court judge, the presiding judge of the circuit court designates 
either a circuit court judge or a district court judge to hear 
juvenile cases. Jury trials are not available In district courts. 
Appeals are heard de novo by circuit courts, except that appeals 
may be taken directly to the Court of Civil Appeals if only 
questiolls of law are involved or if the facts are clear and jury 
trial is waived by the parties. 

INDIVIDUAL STATE DESCRIPTIONS 

Judges. District courts have both elected and commissioned 
judges. In most counties one district judge Is elected in a partisan 
countywide election to serve that county. However, nine coun­
ties elect more than one district judge (Jefferson County elects 
12) and in three illStances two counties share a judge or judges. 
These elected judges serve a 6-year term. A candidate for the 
position of district judge must be licellsed to practice law in 
Alabama. In addition to the elected judges, judges may be ap­
pOinted by the Governor until the total number of judges in 
each county. elected and appointed, equals the number of 
judges authorized by the Constitution. These commissioned 
judges are appointed for 3-year terms. 

Other Judicial Personnel. 
Magistrates. Magistrates are designated by the judge (or judges) 

and the clerk of the district court. Magistrates have judicial 
power to issue arrest warrants, issue search warrants {;f licensed 
to practice law in Alabama}, alld grant bail and receive guilty 
pleas in minor misdemeanors. Judges of county and juvenile 
courts whose courts were replaced by district courts and who 
do not qualify to be district court judges may automatically be­
come magistrates for the duration of their unexpired terms. 

Referees. The judge of the juvtMile division may appoint one 
or more persollS to serve as refel'ees in juvenile cases on a full­
or part-time basis. Referees must be licensed to practice law in 
Alabama. 

Support Personnel. The clerk of the circuit court is ex officio 
clerk of the district court in the circuit. although the Supreme 
Court may authorize a separate clerk jor the district court who 
is appointed by the administrative director of courts with the 
advice and consent of the presiding judge of the circuit court 
and a majority of the district court judges. 

PROBATE COURTS (68) 

Legal Authorization. Probate courts are establishe.d by the 
Alabama Constitution, Article 6, Section 139. 

Organization. There is a probate court with countywide juris­
diction in each county, except in Jefferson County where there 
are two probate courts, one in Birmingham and one in Bessemer. 

Legal Jurisdiction. The probate courts have jurisdiction over the 
probate of wills, guardianship, and disputes in relation to exec­
utorship. The judge may issue writs of habeas corpus in certain 
cases. The probate courts no 10llger have jurisdiction over juve­
niles; however, they now have jurisdiction over adoption pro­
ceedings. Probate courts in counties of more than 400 ,000 popu­
lation have general equity jurisdiction concurrent with that of 
the circuit court in the administration of estates. Jury trials are 
available in probate courts. Appeals of adQption decisions are 
heard on the record by the Supreme Court. Other appeals are 
heard on the record by the circuit court. 

JUdges. There is at least one judge for each probate court who 
is elected in a partisan election by the voters of the county and 
serves a 6-year ter~. There is no statutory requirement for legal 
training. 

Other Judicial Personnel. The chief clerk may perform all duties 
of the judge where there is no contest, except the issuance of 
writs of habeas corpus and certiorari. 

Support Personnel. TIle probate judge may appoint a clerk of 
the court. In smaller counties the clerk of the circuit court may 
serve as clerk of the probate court. 



INDIVIDUAL STATE DESCRIPTIONS 

COUNTY COURTS 

Abolished by the Alabama Legislature effective January 16,1977. 

JUVENILE COURTS 

Abolished by the Alabama Legis/ature effective January 16.1977. 

FAMILY COURT OF JEFFERSON COUNTY (1) 

Legal Authorization. The family court is established by the Code 
of Alabama, Title 13, Section 125 (47m). 

Organization. The family court has countywide jurisdiction and 
sits at two locations within the county. 

Legal Jurisdiction. The family court exercises juvenile jurisdic­
tion including determination of the delinquency, dependency, or 
neglect of any child and the settlement of any questions in­
volving the custody, supervision and guardianship of a child. 
'The court normally hears cases involving children under 16, but 
has discretion to consider youths between 16 and 18. The court 
may transfer a youth over 14 to another court with jurisdiction 
over the offense for which the youth is charged. The family court 
may issue writs as necessary to exercise its jurisdiction. Appeals 
are heard on the record by the circuit court. 

Judges. The presi;.ling judge of the circuit court appoints one 
circuit court judge to hear family court cases. 

Other Judicial Personnel. The judge of the family court may ap­
point a referee to hear any case within the court's jurisdiction. 

Support Personnel. The judge of the family court may appoint 
a clerk. 

RECORDERS' COURTS (328) 

Note: Recorders' courts will be replaced by a new system of 
municipal courts effective December 27, 1977. 

Legal Authorization. The Code of Alabama, Title 37, Section 
583, authorizes the city council to establish a recorder's court. 

Organization. Recorders' courts are referred to by various names 
including the following: City courts, mayor's courts, municipal 
courts, and town courts. Except where the geographic jurisdic­
tion of a recorder's court has been subdivided among two or 
more recorders, the recorders' courts have jurisdiction through­
out the city. 

Legal Jurisdiction. The recorders' courts have jurisdiction over 
all violations of city ordinances and bylaws, including violations 
of State misdemeanor statutes if the city's ordinance so prcvides. 
There are no jury trials. Appeals are heard de novo in the circuit 
court. 
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Judges. There is at least one judge (or recorder) for each muni­
cipal or recorder's court who is elected by the city council or 
the board of commissioners of the city and serves at their 
pleasure. There are no statutory requirements of legal training 
for recorders. 

Other Judicial Personnel. None. 

Support Personnel. The city clerk may serve as clerk of the 
recorder's court. 

JUSTICE COURTS 

Abolislled by tile Alabama Legislature effective January 16, 
1977. 

JUDICIAL COUNCILS, CONFERENCES, AND 
ORGANIZATIONS 

JUDICIAL CONFERENCE 

Legal Authorization. The Judicial Conference is authorized 
by thr. Code of Alabama, Title 13, Section 9(2). 

Duties. The conference meets at least annually, is charged 
with the continuous study of the .judicial system, and reports 
regularly to the legislature, making recommendations for the 
improvement of the administration of justice, particularly for 
expediting the business of the courts. 

Membership. The conference is composed of the chief justice 
and two associate justices of the Supreme Court, a member of 
the Court of Criminal Appeals, a member of the Court of Civil 
Appeals, three circuit judges, three lawyers who are members 
of the Alabama State Bar, cne probate judge, two district court 
judges. and two municipal (recorders') court judges. 

JUDICIAL INQUIRY COMMISSION 

Legal Authorization. The Judicial Inquiry Commission is estab­
lished by the Allbama Constitution, Article 6, Section 17 (a). 

Duties. The Judicial Inquiry Commission is authorized to in­
vestigate, conduct hearings on the qualifications of judges, ilnd 
make recommendations to the Supreme Court on the retirement, 
censure, suspension, or removal of judges. 

Membership. The commission consists of one judge of the courts 
of appeal appointed by the Supreme Court, two judges of circuit 
courts appointed by the Circuit Judges' Association, one probate 
judge appointed· by the Probate Judges' Association, one judge of 
a municipal court appointed by the Supreme Court, two prac­
ticing attorneys who are members of the State bar and have 
practiced law in Alabama for at least 10 years appointed by the ' 
commissioners of the State bar, and two citizens neither of 
whom has been a judge or a member of the bar, who are ap­
pointed by the Governor with the approval of the Senate. The 
members are appointed for a term of 6 years. 
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INDIANA 

Legislation was passed in 1975, which replaced the justice of 
the peace courts with a system of county courts as of January I, 
1976. Most city and town courts are scheduled to go out of ex­
istence by December 31, 1979. 

COURTS OF APPELLATE JURISDICTION 

SUPREME COURT (1) 

Legal Authorization. The Supreme Court is established as the 
court of last resort by the Indiana Constitution, Article 7, 
Section 1. 

Organization. The Supreme Court sits in Indianapolis and has 
statewide jurisdiction. 

Legal Jurisdiction. The Supreme Court has jurisdiction over 
appeals from all courts in the State for criminal cases in which 
the minimum penalty is greater than 10 years (appeals of criminal 
cases in which the minimum penalty is less than 10 years are 
heard by the Court of Appeals). In civil cases the court may hear 
appeals when the amount in controversy is $50 or more. The 
Supreme Court may delegate jurisdiction over civil and criminal 
appeals to the Court of Appeals. The Supreme Court has original 
jurisdiction to issue extraordinary writs. 

Judges. The Supreme Court consists of a chief justice and four 
associate justices. Justices are appointed by the Governor from 
names submitted by the Judicial Nominating Commission and 
serve an initial term of 2 years. Following the initial term, a 
justice runs for retention on a statewide ballot and if retained 
serves a 10-year term. A justice must have practiced law in the 
State for 10 years before appointment. 

Other Judicial PersIJnnel. None. 

Support Personnel. The Supreme Court has a court adminis­
trator, law clerks, and an elected clerk of court. 

COURT OF APPEALS (I) 

Legal Authorization. The Court of Appeals is established by the 
Indiana Constitution, Article 7, Section 1. 

Orilanization. The Court of Appeals consists of three divisions 
of three judges each, sitting at Indianapolis. The three divisions 

. serve different districts of the State. The districts are of roughly 
equal population. 

Legal Jurisdiction. The Court of ApP£<lls has jurisdiction over 
civil and criminal appeals as specified by the Supreme Court. 
The court also has original jurisdiction to issue extraordinary 
writs. 

Judges. There are nine Court of Appeals judges, one of whom is 
selected as chief judge. Court of Appeals judges are appointed by 
the Governor from names submitted by the Judicial Nominating 
Commission and serve an initial term of 2 years. After the initial 
term, a j\lstice runs for retention on a districtwide ballot and if 
retained serves a IO-year term. Judges must have practiced law 
in the State for at least 10 years or served as a judge of a circuit, 
superior, or criminal court for 5 years before appointment. 

Other Judicial Personnel. None. 

Support Pll.rsorulel. The Clerk of the Supreme Court serves as 
clerk of the Court of Appeals. The court also has law clerks and 
a court administrator. 

INDIVIDUAL STATE DESCRIPTIONS 

COURTS OF GENERAL JURISDICTION 

CIRCUIT COURTS (88 systems, 92 locations) 

Legal Authorization. Circuit courts are established by the In­
diana Constitution, Article 7, Section 1. 

Organization. There are 88 circuits in Indiana. Eiglzty-four 
circuits contain only one cOllnty each; the other foul' each 
contain two counties. Court is held in each county. 

Legal Jurisdiction. If a superior court has been created in the 
same county, the circuit court may not exercise all of the juris­
cliction granted it. Circuit courts have original criminal jurisdic­
tion of felonies, preliminary hearings, and some minor criminal 
matters. These courts have original jurisdiction over all civil 
cases at law or in equity. Circuit courts have exclusive original 
jurisdiction over domestic relations and probate cases except in 
Marion and St. Joseph Counties where separate probate courts 
have been created. Circuit courts handle small claims alld mis­
demeallors 011 a special docket ill 25 COUll ties where there ill 110 

county court. The 25 counties arc: Bentdn, Blackford, Brown, 
Carroll, Daviess, FOl"lItain, Franklin, Fulton, Jenllings. Newton, 
Orange, Owen, Parke, Perry, Pike, Pulaski, Ripley, Scott, Spencer, 
Starke, Tipton, Union, Vermillion, Warren, and Washington. In 
addition, circuit courts have original jurisdiction over all juvenile 
matters except in Marion County where a separate juvenile court 
has been established. Jury trials are available in criminal and 
civil cases. Circuit courts may hear appeals de novo from city or 
town courts. Appeals from the circuit courts are to the Court of 
Appeals or the Supreme Court. 

Judges. Each circuit has one judge, for a total of 88. Judges are 
elected in a circuitwide election on a partisan ballot to serve 6-
year terms. A circuit judge must be admitted to practice law by 
the Supreme Court of Indiana. 

Other Judicial Personnel. Circuit courts may appoint referees to 
hear juvenile matters and commissioners to hear a variety of 
cases, including probate and domestic relations. 

Support Personnel. Each county elects a circuit court clerk to 
serve 4 years. 

SUPERIOR COURTS (37) 

Legal Authorization. Superior courts are individually created by 
special legislative acts, Indiana Statutes Annotated, Title 
33-5-5.1-1 to 33-547-1. 

Organization. There are superior courts in 31 counties. Six 
counties have two superior courts and the remaining 25 counties 
each have one superior court. Superior courts have countywide 
jurisdiction. 

Legal Jurisdiction. Superior courts have general original juris­
diction over civil and criminal cases concurrent with the circuit 
courts. Superior courts have jurisdiction owr traffic matters 
concurrent with the Municipal Court of Marion County, county 
courts, city courts, and town courts when a city ordinance is 
involved and concurrent with circuit courts when State law is 
involved. These courts do not conduct felony preliminary 
hearings. In other matters, the specific jurisdiction of a superior 
court varies with its creating legislation. Some superior courts 
may have jurisdiction ov.er probate or juvenile matters; and 
some may hear appeals de novo from city or town courts. 

1'he superior courts in Warrick, Allen, St. Joseph and Vander­
burgh counties have small claims and misdemeanor divisions. 
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Accordingly, there is no county court in these counties. The 
slllall claims and misdemeanor divisions I,ave original Jurisdiction 
to !rear small claims up to $1,500, concurrent witlr tire other 
superior court divisions and tire circuit court. Parties may opt 
to file suclr matters as regular proceedings in the circuit or 
superior court. 

Jury trials are available in civil, criminal, and juvenile cases. 
Appeals from the superior court are heard on the record by the 
Court of Appeals or the Supreme Court. 

Judges. As of January I, 1977, there were 77 superior .court 
judgeship positions authorized, inc/udillg judgeships specially 
authorized for fire misdemeallor and small claims divisions. 
Twenty-seven positions were in single-judge superior courts. 

Most superior court judges are elected on a countywide 
partisan ballot and serve 6-year terms. Superior court judges of 
Allen, Lake, St. Joseph and Vanderburgh counties are initially 
appointed by the Governor from names submitted by judicial 
nominating commissions and must be admitted to the State 
bar. 

Other Judicial Personnel. Superior courts may appoint juvenile 
referees and probate commissioners. 

Support Personnel. Each supenor court has a court clerk who 
may be shared with a circuit court or another superior court. 
The Allen, Lake, Monroe, Marion, and Vanderburg" superior 
courts have court administrators. 

CRIMINAL COURT (I) 

Tire Criminal Court of Lake County was abolished by tire State 
Legislalllre in 1973. 

Legal Authorization. The Criminal Court of Marion County is 
authorized by the Indiana Constitution and is established by 
State Statutes, Title 33-9-1-7. 

Organization. The Criminal Court of Marion County has juris­
diction over the consolidated city-county of Indianapolis-Marion. 

Legal Jurisdiction. The criminal court has exclusive original 
jurisdiction over all felonies and misdemeanors. Jury trials are 
available in the court. The court hears appeals on the record 
from the Marion County Municipal Court and appeals de novo 
from town and city courts. Appeals from the criminal court are 
heard on the record by the Supreme Court or Court of Appeals. 

Judges. There are four judges on the criminal court. Criminal 
court judges are elected on a partisan ballot by the voters of 
Marion County for 4-year terms. A criminal court judge must 
be admitted to practice law by the Supreme Court of Indiana. 

Other Judicial Personnel. None. 

Support Personnel. The chief judge of the criminal court may 
appoint a chief clerk. 

COURTS OF LIMITED AND SPECIAL JURISDICfION 

COUNTY COURTS (62) 

Legal Authorization. County courts are established by State 
Statutes, Title 33-10.5-2-1. On Jamlllry 1, 1976, the Hancock 
and HendrickS county cOllrts became a part ofa statewide system 
of cOllnty cOllrts. 
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Organization. COlllltS' courts Irave been established in 62 cOlln­
ties. Those COUll ties withollt COI/Ilty COllrts are tile 29 coul1ties 
havillg misdemeanor and small claims divisiolls in their circuit or 
superior courts, al/d 1ndianapolis-lrlario II, whiclr Iras a separate 
small claims court. 

The geogr(lp!ric jurisdiction of the county court is the coullty 
in which tire court sits. Eaclr judge of a cOllnty court is cOllsidered 
to represent a division of the court. 

Legal Jurisdiction. County courts have original criminal jllrisdic­
tion over city ordinance violations, traffic violatiolls and other 
criminal offenses pUllishable by a fille of $1,000 or less alld/or 
a sentence of 12 months or less. In civil matters, tlrese courts 
!rave original juri.~diction concurrent with circuit courts over 
contract cases, tort cases, and actions for fire recovery or 
possession of property in which tire amount involved is $3,000 
or less and over landlord-tenant cases ill which fire rent illvolved 
is $500 or less. Jury trials are available ill all cases. Appeals are 
heard 011 the record by the Supreme Court or COllrt of Appeals. 

Judges. There are 60 atlthorized judgeship pOSitions for the 
county courts ill Indialla. Most counties Irave one cOllnty court 
judge; bllt some have two or three alld some share a illdge with 
anotlrer county. County cOllrt judges are elected in partisan 
elections to 4-year terms. To qllalify for the office, a candidate 
must have been admitted to practice law in the State. 

Other Judicial Personnel. NOlle. 

Support Personnel. The cOllnty clerk is clerk of tile county 
court. 

MUNICIPAL COURT OF MARION COUNTY (1) 

Legal Authorization. The Municipal Court of Marion County 
is established by State Statute, Title 33-6-1-1. 

Organization. The geographic jurisdiction of this court extends 
to the boundaries of the consolidated city-county ofIndianapolis­
Marion. 

Legal Jurisdiction. In criminal cases, the court has jurisdiction 
over misdemeanors, city ordinances, and traffic violations that 
are punishable by a fine of $1,000 or less and/or a sentence of 
12 months or less; they also hold preliminary hearings in felonies. 
The court has original civil jurisdiction, concurrent with superior 
and circuit courts, over cases at law in which the amount in con­
troversy does not exceed $10,000. In juvenile matters, the court 
has jurisdiction over dependency and neglect cases and juvenile 
traffic cases. Jury trials are available. Criminal appeals are heard 
on the record by the Criminal Court of Marion COlmty and civil 
appeals are heard on the record by the Supreme Court or Court 
of Appeals. 

Judges. There are 11 full-time judges, including a presiding 
judge, and four part-time judges in the court. Judges are ap­
pointed by the Governor to serve 4-year terms and must have 
been practicing attorneys or judges in the State for 5 years at 
the time of appointment. 

Other Judicial PerSonnel. None. 
Support Personnel. The court has a court administrator, who 
is selected by the presiding judge. The clerk of th~ circuit court 
serves as clerk of the court. 

PROBATE COURTS (2) 

Note: The Marion County Probate Court is to be abolished on 
December 31, 1978. 
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Legal Authorization. There are at present two probate courts, 
the Marion County Probate Court in the consolidated city­
county of Indianapolis-Marion, established by State Statute, 
Title 33-8-1-1; and the St. Joseph County Probate Court, 
established by State Statute, Title 33-8-2-\' 

Organization. Each probate court has countywide jurisdiction, 
one serving St. Joseph County and one the consolidated city­
county of Indianapolis-Marion. 

Legal Jurisdiction. These courts have original exclusive jurisdic­
tion over all probate matters, including adoptions and guardian­
ships. The Probate Court of St. Joseph County also has ex­
clusive jurisdiction over all juvenile matters in the county. Jury 
trials are available. Appeals are heard on the record by the 
Supreme Court or Court of Appeals. 

Judges. Each of the two probate courts has one judge elected in 
a countywide, partisan election. In Marion County the judge 
serves a 4-year term; III St. Joseph Coullty the judge serves a 6-
year term. To qualify for the office, a candidate must be ad­
mitted to practice law in the State. 

Other Judicial Personnel. The Marion County Probate Court 
has three full-time commissioners and one hearing judge in ad­
dition to the probate judge. 

Support Personnel. The clerk of the circuit court serves as clerk 
of the probate court. 

JUVENILE COURT (1) 

The Lake County Juvenile Court was abolished by the State 
Legislature /nI973. 

Note: The Juvenile Court of Marion County is to be abolished 
on December 31, 1978. 

Legal Authorization. The Juvenile Court of Marion County is 
established by State Statute, Title 33-12-2-1. 

Organization. The geographic jurisdiction of this court is the 
consolidated city-county of Indianapolis-Marion. 

Legal Jurisdiction. The court has exclusive original jurisdiction 
over all juvenile matters and may also exercise jurisdiction over 
paternity and over criminal misdemeanors committed against 
juveniles by adults. 

Judges. There is one judge in the court who is elected in a 
countywide partisan election and serves a 4-year tr.rm. To qualify 
for office the judge must have been a practicing attorney or judge 
in the State for at least 5 years. 

Other Judicial Personnel. The court has full-time and part-time 
referees. 

Support PersOlUlel. The clerk of the circuit court serves as clerk 
of the juvenile court. 

SMALL CLAIMS COURT OF MARION COUNTY (1) 

Legal Authorization. The Small Claims Court of Marion County 
Is established by State Statute, Title 33-11.6-1-3. January 1. 
1976. 

Organization. Each' townsllip In Marion County has one small 
claims court dlvlsloll. wllich sits in the township. except that the 
two smallest townsllips (Franklin and Pike) may reject having a 
small claims court division. Each township has the optloll of 
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deciding whether its division should be staffed by a full-time or 
part-time judge. The jurisdiction of each division of the small 
claims court extends throughout the cOllnty. 

Legal Jurisdiction. The small claims cOllrt handles contract, 
tort. property rights, and landlord-tenant cases in which the 
amollnt invoh1ed is less than $1,500. It also handles sllrety of 
the peace requests and marriage contracts. There are 110 jury 
trials III the small claims court. Appeals from the small claims 
cOllrt are heard de novo by the circuit or superior cOllrt or the 
Criminal Court of Marion Cormty. 

Judges. Each township elects the judge of its division. To be a 
sma!/ claims judge. a candidate must either be a member of the 
Indiana bar or have been a justice of the peace with 1 year 
experience 011 December 31. 1975. 

A judge may be full-l'ime or part-time as decided by the town­
ship advisory board. Full-time judges may also practice law 
provided that it does not conflict with their judicial duties. 
Part-time judges may hold another job proVided that it does 
not conflict with their jlldicial duties. 

Other Judicial Personnel. None. 

Support Personnel. Each tOIVnslzip provides sufficient clerks to 
operate its d/ilisioll of the small claims court. 

CITY COURTS (87) 

Note: All city courts will be abolished on December 31, 1979, 
except in cities in Marion and Lake Counties that have a popula­
tion between 35,000 and 250,000. 
Legal Authorization. City courts are authorized by State 
Statute, Title 33-10.5-1-3a, and may be established by the city 
council in any city having a population under 250,000. 

Organization. City courts have countywide jurisdiction. 

Legal Jurisdiction. City courts have exclusive criminal Juns­
diction over all violations of city ordinances. In cities where 
there is no city court, the circuit court or superior court en­
forces the ordinances. City courts also have original criminal 
jurisdiction, concurrent with circuit and superior courts and 
the Criminal Court of Marion County, over misdemeanors 
punishable by a fine of $1,000 or less and/or a sentence of 12 
months or less. City courts also have general civil jurisdiction 
over small claims and landlord-tenant cases in which the amount 
in controversy does not exceed $2,500. Most city courts, how­
ever, do not exercise civil jurisdiction. Jury trials are available 
in city courts. Appeals are heard de novo by the circuit or 
superior courts or the Criminal Court of Marion County. 

Judges. City courts have one part-time judge who is elected in 
a citywide partisan election for a term of 4 years. There are no 
State requirements for legal training of city court judges. 

Other Judicial Perr;onnel. None. 

Support Personnel. Most city courts have a clerk of court ap­
pointed by the: city court judge. 

TOWN COURTS (10) 

Note: All town courts will be abolished on December 31, 1979. 

Legal Authorization. Town courts are authorized by State 
Statute, Title 33-10.5-1-38, and may be established by ordinance 
of the town board of trustees in counties having less than 
200,000 population. 

1/ 
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Organization. Town courts have countywide jurisdiction. 

Legal Jurisdiction. Town courts have exclusive original criminal 
jurisdiction over town ordinances and traffic violations. A few 
town courts have general civil jurisdiction over cases in which the 
amount in controversy is $500 or less. Most town courts, how­
ever, do not exercise civil jurisdiction. Jury trials are available; 
appeals are heard de novo by the circuit or superior court or 
the Criminal Court of Marion County. 

Judges. Town courts have one judge, who serves on a part-time 
basis and is elected in a townwide partisan election for a term of 
4 years. There are no requirements for legal training of town 
judges. 

Other Judicial Personnel. None. 

Support Personnel. Town c<;lurts have a clerk of court. 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS 

Abolished by Acts of 1975, Public Law 305, Section 54, 
effective December 31,1976. 

JUDICIAL COUNCILS, CONFERENCES, AND 
ORGANIZATIONS 

JUDICIAL CONFERENCE 

Legal Authorization. The Judicial Conference is created by 
State Statute, Indiana Statutes Annotated, Title 33-13-14-1. 

Duties. The conference meets to promote: (1) an exchange 
of experience and suggestions regarding the operation of In­
diana's judicial system; (2) the continuing education of judges; 
(3) a better understanding of the judiciary; and (4) simpliCity 
in procedure, fairness in administration, just determination in 
litigation, and elimination of ul\iustifiable expense and delay 
in the courts of the State. 

Membership. The conference consists of all judges of the Su­
preme Court, the Court of Appeals, circuit court',;" superior 
courts, probate courts and the criminal and juvenile courts of 
Marion County. 

JUDICIAL NOMINATING COMMISSION 

Legal Authorization. The Judicial Nominating Commission was 
created by the Indiana Constitl:tion, Article 7, Section 9. 

Duties. The commission submits to the Governor the names 
of three candidates for any vacancy in the Supreme Court or 
the Court of Appeals. 

The judicial Nominating Commission also makes recommenda­
tions to the Supreme Court on the suspenSion, retirement, 
censure, or removal of all judges in the State. 

Membership. The judicial Nominating Commission consists of 
the following members: The chief justice of the Supreme Court 
or the chief justice'S designee from among the members of that 
court, who chairs the commission; three attorneys elected by 
the State bar; and three nonattomeys appointed by the Gqvernor. 
All members serve a term of 6 years. 
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JUDICIAL STUDY COMMISSION 

Leg~1 AuthOrization. The Judicial Study Commission is es­
tablIshed by State Statute, Title 33-2.14-12. 

Duties. The commission studies on a continuing basis the struc­
ture, operation, and administration of the State's judicial system 
and recommends to the Governor and the Legislative Coun"il 
needed changes in the judicial structure;'. and judicial procedures. 

Until May 1, 1975, the Judicial Study Commission had ollly 
two divisions: the court division and the code !tudy divisloll. 
Added as the result of 1975 legislative action !Vas the juvenile 
justice division which is to terminate January 1, 1978. This 
temporary divi~ion is mandated to study the needs of the State 
for z'mprovements of administration of jl/venile justice and to 
make recommendations for changes in the juvenile code in the 
State, 

Membership. Each of the two permanent divisions is a 12-
member bipartisan body consisting of four members appointed 
by the Governor, two State senators appointed by the president 
pro tempore of the Senate, two State representatives appointed 
by the speaker of the House, and four members appointed by the 
justices of the State Supreme Court. Of the Governor's appoint­
ments to eacH division, not less than two must be members of the 
State bar. All appointees of the Supreme Court justices must be 
lawyers and two appointed to each division by the justices must 
be incumbent judges of trial courts of general jurisdiction. 
Legislative members serve 2-year terms. Appointees of the 
Governor and of the Supreme Court justices serve 4-year terms. 
The Governor's appointments are made on a staggered basis. 

Th!l temporary juvenile justice divisionl's a bipartisan 24-mem­
ber body which includes legislators, judges, prosecutors and 
specialists in probation, correctioll, merltal lIealtll, education, 
and child welfare. 

COUNTY JUDICIAL NOMINATING COMMISSIONS (ALLEN, LAKE, 
VANDERBURGH, AND ST. JOSEPH SUPERIOR COURTS) 

Legal Authorization. There are at presemt four superior court 
judicial nominating commissioliS, the Allen County Superior 
Court Judicial Nominating Commissionl, established by State 
Statute, Title 33-5.5.1-29; the Lake County Superior Court 
Judicial Nominating Commission, estabJjshed by State Statute, 
Title 33-5-29.5-28; the St. Joseph County Superior Court 
Judicial Nominating Commission, estabUshed by State Statute, 
Title 33-540-33; and the Vanderburgh County Superior Court 
Judicial Nominating Commission, established by State Statute, 
Title 33-543.5-3, 

f)uties. Each commission submits to the Governor the names of 
.hree cancilidates for any vacancy in the superior court. 

Membership. Each superior court judicial nominating commis­
sion consi!lts of seven members. The chief justice of the Supreme 
Court or the chief justice's designee from among the members 
of the Supreme Court or Court of Appeals chairs each com­
mission. There arc three attorneys and nonattorneys on each 
commission. Attorney members are elected by attorneys of their 
respective counties. In Allen, Lake, and Vanderburgh counties 
nonattorney members are appointed by the Governor from 
residents of the county where the commission is located. In 
St. Joseph County, the three nonattorney members are elected 
by a mlijority vote of a selection committee consisting of the 
judge of the St. Joseph County Circuit Court, the president of 
the Board of the St. Joseph County Commissioners, and mayors 
from each of the second-class cities (cities having 35,000 to 
250,000 inhabitants) in the county, All memberS serve 4-year 
staggered terms. 
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IOWA 

An intennediate appellate court, the Court of Appeals, was 
created by the 1976 Session Laws of the 66th General 
Assembly.l 

COURTS OF APPELLATE JURISDICTION 

SUPREME COURT (1) 

Legal Authorization. The Supreme Court is established as the 
court of last resort by the Iowa Constitution, Article V, Section 
1. 

Or.ganization. The Supreme Court has statewide geogra!:,hic 
jurisdiction and sits at Des Moines. 

Legal Jurisdiction. The Supreme Court must hear or t:ansfer to 
the Court of Appeals for hearing all cases appealed from district 
courts. As a practical matter, however, the court eX'!rcises only 
discretionary review of civil cases not involving an interest in real 
estate in which the amount in controversy is less thM $1,000 and 
of small claims cases of $1,000 or less. The court a.lso exercises 
discretionary review over any matters transferred te) the Court of 
Appeals for decision. The Supreme Court ma'$' issue writs 
necessary to exercise its jurisdiction. 

Judges. The court has eight associate justices and a chief justice, 
appointed initially by the Governor from lists submitted by the 
State judicial Nominating Commission. After their initial tenn, 
justices stand for retention in a statewide election. They serve a 
term of 8 yeats and must be licensed to practice law in Iowa. 
Panels of three justices may hear cases. 

Other Judicial Personnel. None. 

Support Personnel. Support personnel, who are appointed by the 
court, include a State court administrator, law clerks, and a clerk 
of court. 

Other: 
Administrative Authority. The Supreme Court is charged with 
exercising supervisory and administrative control over all other 
courts in the State. 

COURT OF APPEALS (1) 

Legal Authorization. The Court of Appeals is authorized by the 
Iowa Constitution, Article II; Section 1, and is established by 
the provisions of the Iowa Code Annotated, originally enacted by 
Senate 'File 1092, 66th General Assembly, Session 1976, effective 
Jarluary 1,1977. 

Organization. The Court of Appeals has statewide geographic 
jurisdiction and sits at Des Moines. 

Legal Jurisdiction. The Court of Appeals only takes cases that are 
appealed to the Supreme (ourt and that the Supreme Court 
'!Ifers to it. The Cowt of Appeals may issue writs necessary to 
exercise Its Jurisdiction. 

Equity actions are tried anew in the appellate court, other 
actions are limited to a rel'iew of questions of law. The decision 
of the Court of Appeals is final unless the Supreme Court grants 
application for further rel'iew. 

Isee 1975 Supplement for a description of the 1973 reorgani2atlon. 
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Judges. The court has four associate judges and a chief judge, 
who initially are appointed by the Go)'el'llor from lists submitted 
by the State Judicial Nominating Commission. After tltelr initial 
term, judges stalld for retelltiOIl ill a statewide electioll. Tiley 
serpe a term of 6 years and must be licensed to practice law in 
Iowa. 

Other Judicial Personnel. NOlie. 

Support Personnel. The clerk of the Supreme Court acts as clerk 
of the Court of Appeals. The clerk may employ a deputy clerk. 
Each judge of the Court of Appeals is entitled to a law clerk. 

Other: 

Administrative Authority. The Court of Appeals, sltbject to the 
approval of the Supreme Court, may prescribe rltles of appellate 
procedure governing cases before the court. 

COURTS OF GENERAL JURISDICTION 

DISTRICT COURTS (8 systems, 99 locations) 

Legal AuthorizatiC); •. The district courts are authorized by the 
Iowa Constitution, Article V, Section I, and are established by 
the provisions of Iowa Code Annotated, Chapter 602, originally 
enacted by Senate File 428, 64th General Assembly, Second 
Session, effective July I, 1973. 

Organization. For the purposes of determining the number of 
district court judges, the removal of judicial magistrates, and the 
nomination, appointment, and retention of district court judges, 
the State is divided into 13 judicial election districts containing 
from 4 to 13 counties. 

For administration of judicial business, the State is divided 
into eight judicial districts, each having a chief judge appointed 
by the Supreme Court. The number of counties in a judicial 
district ranges from 5 to 22. 

Legal Jurisdiction. The district courts have general and original 
jurisdiction in all civil and criminal actions and proceedings, 
including probate and juvenile matters. This jurisdiction is 
divided among district judges, district associate judges, and 
judicial magistrates as follows: 

District judges posses the full jurisdiction of the trial court. 
Jury trials are available in criminal and civil cases. Appeals are 
to the Supreme Court. 

District associate judges have the same jurisdiction granted 
to part-time magistrates, but also hear indictable misde­
meanors, civil actions for money judgments in which the a­
mount in controversy does not exceed $3,000, and juvenile 
cases (if the chief judge of the judicial district has designated 
the associate judge as a judge of the juvenile court). Jury 
trials are available in nonindictable misdemeanor cases. Appeals 
are heard de novo by district court judges. 

Judicial magistrates can be either substitute or regular, full­
time or part-time. Substitute and regular full-time judicial 
magistrates have concurrent jurisdiction with that of district 
associate judges, except that district associate judges may 
exercise the full jurisdiction of a district judge if the district 
judge is temporarily incapacitated. Part-time judicial mag­
istrates hear indictable offense preliminaries, nonindictable 
misdemeanors punishable by a fme of $100 or less or im­
prisonment of 30 days or less, search warrant proceedings, 
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small claims in which tile amount in controversy is $1,000 or 
less, and actions for forcible entry or for detainer of real estate 
where no question of title is involved. Jury trials are available 
except in small claims cases. Appeals are heard de novo by 
district court judges. 

Judges. As of January 1, 1977, there were 89 district court 
judges, 16 district associate court judges, 14 regular full-time 
judicial magistrates, 8 substitute judicial magistrates, and 170 
part-time judicial magistrates serving in the State. 

The number of district court judges is determined by a 
ju.:Jgeship formula based equally on caseload and population in 
ea..:h judicial election district; in addition, there is one judge for 
the seat of State government. Judicial districts have from 6 to 20 
judges and judicial election districts have from 3 to 1 7 judges. 
District court judges are nominated by district judicial nominat­
ing commissions and are appointed by the Governor. One year 
after their appointment they stand for retention at the general 
election in their judicial election district; if retained, they serve 
6-year terms. A district court judge must be a member of the 
State bar. 

District associate judges are those municipal court judges who 
were in office on June 30, 1973, and were less than 72 years of 
age on July 1, 1973. These judges stand for retention in office 
within the county of their residence every 4 years. If an associate 
judge is not retained or a vacancy in the office occurs, no new 
district associate judge is appointed; rather, the vacancy is filled 
by a full-time judicial magistrate. District associate judges must 
be licensed to practice law in Iowa. 

Part-time judicial magistrates are appointed by county judicial 
magistrate appointing commissions. Substitute and full-time 
magistrates are appointed by the district judges within the 
judicial election district from three nominees selected by the 
county judicial magistrate appointing commission. In counties 
having three or more part-time magistrates, the district judge 
within that judicial election district may elect to have a 
substitute magistrate replace three part-time magistrates. Sub­
stitute and regular full-time magistrates serve 4-year terms and 
must be licensed to practice law in Iowa. Part-time magistrates 
serve 2-year terms and need not be licensed to practice law. 

Other judicial Personnel. None. 

Support Personnel. The chief judge of each district may appoint 
a district court administrator. There is an elected clerk of district 
court in each county. 

JUDICIAL COUNCILS, CONFERENCES, 
AND ORGANIZATIONS 

JUDICIAL COUNCIL 

legal Authorization. A Judicial Council is established under the 
Rules of Civil Procedure, Section 380, adopted in 1969 pursuant 
to the provisions of State Statute, Iowa Code Annotated, 
Chapter 684, Section 21. 

Duties. The Judicial Council convenes at least twice annually to 
consider all court administrative rules, directives, and regulations 
that provide for the administration of justice in an orderly, 

IOWA 17 

efficient, and effective manner. The judicial Council may 
propose to the Supreme Court such rules as are deemed 
appropri.ate. 

Membership. The Judicial Council is composed of the chief 
judges of the district courts and the chief justice of the Iowa 
Supreme Court. 

JUDICIAL CONFERENCE 

legal Authorization. A judicial Conference is established by 
State Statute, Iowa Code Annotated, Chapter 684, Section 20. 

Duties. The Judicial Conference meets biennially to study 
matters relating to the administration of justice. 

Membership. The Judicial Conference is composed of all full-time 
magistrates, judges, and justices in Iowa. 

STATE JUDICIAL NOMINATING COMMISSION 

legal Authorization. A State Judicial Nominating Commission is 
established by the State Constitution, Article V, Section 16. 

Duties. The State Judicial Nominating Commission mal~es notni­
nations to fill vacancies in the Supreme Court and Cmlrt of 
Appeals. 

Membership. The State Judicial Nominating Commission is 
composed of seven members appointed by the Governor and an 
equal number of members elected by resident members of the 
bar of the State. The chairman of the commission is the senior 
Supreme Court judge, other than the chief justice. Members may 
serve only one 6-year term on the commission. 

DISTRICT JUDICIAL NOMINATING COMISSIONS 

Legal Authorization. District judicial nominating commISSIons 
are established in each of 13 judicial election districts by State 
Statute, Iowa Code Annotated, Chapter 46. 

Duties. The duty of each commission is to nominate qualified 
persons for appointment to the office of district court Judge. 

Membership. Each commission consists of five members appoint­
ed by the governor and an equal number of members elected by 
resident members of the bar of the State. Members may serve 
only one 6-year term on the commission. 

COUN1Y J1.)DlCIAL MAGISTRATE APPOINTING COMMISSIONS 

Legal Authorization. County judicial magistrate appointing com­
missions are established by State Statute, Iowa code Annotated, 
Chapter 602. 

Duties. The duties of each commission are to appoult part-time 
judicial magistrates and to nominate candidates for appointment 
as substitute and full-time magistrates. 

Membership. Each commission consists of a district court judge, 
designated by the chief judge of the district, one to three 
members appointed by the county board of supervisors, and two 
attorneys elected by the county bar. 
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KANSAS 

In 1976, the Kansas legislature mandated the consolidation of 
all county level courts into the existing 29 judicial district courts 
effective January 10,1977. The magistrate, probate, and juvenile 
jurisdiction of county courts was assumed by the district courts. 
All judges of the county level courts became either associate 
district court judges or district court magistrate judges. In 
addition, a new intermediate appellate court, the Court of 
Appeals, was created by this reorganization effective January 10, 
1977. 

As of July 10,1974, the State formally abolished its justice of 
the peace courts. 

COURTS OF APPELLATE JURISDICTION 

SUPREME COURT (1) 

Legal Authorization. The Supreme Court is established by the 
Kansas Constitution as the court of last resort, Article Ill, 
Section I, as amended. 

Organization. The Supreme Court has statewide jurisdiction and 
sits in Topeka. 

Legal Jurisdiction. The Supreme Court has discretionary appel­
late jurisdiction over cases appealed or referred from the Court of 
Appeals in all criminal matters and civil matters that exceed 
$500. The court has original jurisdiction to issue extraordinary 
writs. 

Judges. The Supreme Court consists of seven justices. Thejustice 
who is senior in continuous term of service is chief justice. A 
justice is appointed by the Governor from a list of three names 
submitted by the Supreme Court Nominating Commission. If the 
Governor fails to fill a vacancy within 60 days, the chief justice 
makes an appointment from the nominees. At the first general 
election after a judge has served I full year, the judge's name is 
submitted on a nonpartisan ballot and the voters indicate 
whether the justice should be retained. Ajustice, if retained after 
an initial term of I year, serves a 6-year term. A justice must have 
10 years of legal practice, which may include service as a 
full-time teacher of law, or service as a judge of a court of record 
in the State. 

Other Judicial Personnel.. None. 

Support Personnel. Support personnel are appointed by the court 
and include a clerk of the court, law clerks, and a court 
administrator. 

Other: 

Administrative Authority. The Supreme Court has general 
administrative authority over all courts in the State. 

COURT OF APPEALS (1) 

Legal Authorization. The Court of Appeals is established by 
Kansas Statutes Annotated, Chapter 20, Section 3001, effective 
January la, 197Z 

Organization. TIle Court of Appeals sits in Topeka and maintains 
its principal offices there, although hearing panels may hear oral 
argument In any county. 
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Legal Jurisdiction. The Court of Appeals has jurisdiction over 
appeals in civil and criminal cases and from administrative bodies 
and officers of the State as may be prescribed by law and such 
original jurisdiction as necessary to the complete determination 
of any cause on review. Appeal is to the Supreme Court. but not 
as a matter of right. 

Judges. The Court of Appeals consists of seven judges initially 
appointed by the Govemor from names submitted by the 
Supreme Court Nominating Commission. Vacancies are filled by 
the GOllemor from names submitted by the Supreme Court 
Nominating Commission. If the Govemor fails to fill a vacancy 
within 60 days, the chief justice of the Supreme Court makes the 
appointment from the nominees. At the end of a 4-year term, the 
judges's name will be submitted to the voters at a general election 
for retention for another term or dismissal. The Supreme Court 
designates a judge of the Court of Appeals as chief judge. Judges 
of the Court of Appeals must possess the qualifications pre­
scribed by law for justices of the Supreme Court. 

Other Judicial Personnel. None. 

Support Personnel. The clerk of the Supreme Court is ex officio 
clerk of the Court of Appeals. Each Court of Appeals judge may 
appoint a law clerk. 

COURTS OF GENERAL JURISDICTION 

DISTRICT COURTS (29 systems, 105 locations) 

Legal Authorization. The district courts are established by the 
Kansas Constitution, Article III, Section 6, as amended, effective 
January la, 197Z 

Organization. The State is divided into 29 judicial districts 
composed of from one to seven counties. In multicounty 
districts, court is held in each county. 

Legal Jurisdiction. The district courts have original civil, criminal, 
and juvenile jurisdiction over all cases except prosecution of 
municipal ordinance violations. This jurisdiction is divided among 
district judges, a-sociate district judges, and district magistrate 
judges as follows: 

District judges possess the full jurisdiction of the trial court. 
These judges have concurrent jurisdiction with the Supreme 
Court to issue extraordinary writs. Jury trials are available. 
District judges hear appeals from municipal courts. Appeals of 
district judges decisions are usually to the Court of Appeals. 

Associate district judges have concurrent jurisdiction with 
district judges in all matters except class actions or actions in 
quo warranto or mandamus. Jury triuls are available. Associate 
district judges hear appeals from municipal courts. Appeals of 
associate district judges are usually to the Court of Appeals. 

District magistrate judges have jurisdiction over felony pre­
liminary examinations, misdemeanors, and any action pur­
suant to the probate and juvenile codes. In civil matters, these 
judges have concurrent jurisdiction with district and associate 
district judges, with the fol/owing exceptions: 1) in general, 
these judges have jurisdiction over civil actions in which the 
amount in controversy does not exceed $2,000, and 2) they 
do not have jurisdiction over actions for divorce, separate 
maintenance, or custody of minor children; over writs of 
habeas corpus, injunctions, or class actions; or a ver certain 
actions relating to real estate. Appeals from district magistrate 
judges are heard de novo (except where a record was made of 
the action or proceeding) by district judges or associate district 
judges. 
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Judges. As of January 1, 1977, there were 69 district court 
judges, 61 associate district court judges, and 80 district 
magistrate judges. The voters in some judicial districts have voted 
to adopt a nonpartisan method of selecting judges in their 
district. Under the nonpartisan method, a judicial district 
nominating commission nominates qualified persons for the 
position, and the Governor appoints one of the nominees to a 
4-year term. At the expiration oj the first term, the voters decide 
at a general election whether to retain the appointee for another 
term. In other judicial districts the judges are elected in partisan 
elections and serve a 4-year term. 

Effective January 10, 1977, district and associate district 
judges must have been regularly admitted to practice law in the 
State of Kansas and for at least 5 years prior to selection must 
have engaged in the active practice of law. District magistrate 
judges must either be in the active practice of law or certified by 
the Supreme Court as qualified to discharge certain limited 
judicial functions. 

Other Judicial Personnel. None. 

Support Personnel. Each district court has a clerk of court. The 
larger district courts may have a court administrator. 

COURTS OF LIMITED AND SPECIAL JURISDICTION 

PROBATE COURTS 

Abolished by Kansas Statutes Annotated, Chapter 20, Section 
335, effective January 10, 1977. 

COUNTY COURTS 

Abolished by Kansas Statutes Annotated, Chapter 20, Section 
335, effective January 10, 1977. 

JUVENILE COURTS 

Abolished by Kansas Statutes Annotated, Chapter 20, Section 
335, effective January 10, 1977. 

MAGISlRATE COURTS 

Abolished by Kansas Statutes Annotated, Chapter 20, Section 
335, effectivelanuary 10,1977. 

ClTYCOURTS 

Abolished by Kansas Statutes Annotated, Chapter 20, Section 
335, effective January 10, 1977. 

COMMON PWAS COURT OF SEDGWICK COUNTY 

Abolished by Kansas Statutes Annotated, Chapter 20, Section 
;i'35, effective January 10, 1977. 

MUNICIPAL/POLICE COURTS (192) 

Legal Authorization. Municipal courts are authorized under 
various Kansas State statutes and may be established in any city 
by ordinance. 

Organization. A municipal court's territorial jurisdiction encom­
passes the boundaries of the municipality. 
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Legal Jurisdiction. Municipal courts have original jurisdiction in 
criminal cases involving misdemeanors (concurrent with district 
courts), city ordinances, and traffic violations; however, the 
jurisdiction is limited to offenses punishable by not more than a 
$499 fine or I-year imprisonment. These courts have no civil 
jurisdiction. Jury trials are not available. Appeals from these 
courts are heard in the district courts de novo. 

Judges. Municipal courts have from one to four judges who are 
appointed by the governing body of the city. Terms of judges are 
set by the establishing ordinance. Tn cities having a population of 
15,000 or more a judge must be admitted to practice law. 

Other Judicial Personnel. None. 

Support Personnel. None. 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS 

Abolished by Kansas Statutes Annotated, Chapter 80, Section 
605, effective July 10.1974. 

JUDICIAL COUNCILS, CONFERENCES, 
AND ORGANIZATIONS 

JUDICIAL COUNCIL 

Legal Authorization. A judicial Council is established by Kansas 
Statutes Annotated, Olapter 20, Section 220 I. 

Duties. TIle JUdicial Council is primarily responsible for the 
research and development of the probate, civil, criminal, and 
juvenile codes. The council makes suggestions for changes in rules 
and methods of civil and criminal procedure. 

Membership. The Judicial Council is chaired by a justice of the 
Supreme Court and its membership includes two district judges, 
four practicing lawyers, and the two legislators who chair the 
House and Senate Judiciary Committees. 

SUPREME COURT NOMINATING COMMISSION 

Legal Authorization. The Supreme Court Nominating Com­
mission is established by the Kansas Constitution, Article III, 
Section 5. 

Duties. The Supreme Court Nominating Commission develops 
lists of qualified persons from which the Governor makes 
appointments to ftll vacancies on the Supreme Court and the 
Court of Appeals. 

Membership. The Supreme Court Nominating Commission con­
sists of a chairman selected by the members of the Kansas Bar 
and two members, a lawyer and a citizen who is not a lawyer, 
from each congressional district. 

JUDICIAL DISTRICT NOMINATING COMMISSIONS 

. Legal Authorization. Judicial district nominating commissions 
are established by Kansas Statutes Annotated, Chapter 20, 
Section 2903, effective January 10, 1977. 

Duties. The duty of each commission is to nominate qualified 
persons for appointment to the office of district court judge; 

Membership. Eacll commission consisls of an equal number of 
lawyers and non lawyers chaired by a judge or justice. 
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COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL QUALIFICATIONS 

Legal Authorization. The Judicial Qualifications Commission is 
established by rule number 602 of the Supreme Court Rules, 
effecfiveJanuary 1,1974. 

Duties. To assist the Supreme Court in exercising its respon­
sibility under Article 3, Section 15, of the Constitution of 

INDIVIDUAL STATE DESCRIPTIONS 

Kansas, it may recommend to the Supreme Court the discipline, 
suspellsion, removal, or compulsory retirement of allY judge. 

Membership. The commISSIOn consists of nine members ap­
pointed by the Supreme Court: four active or retired judges, 
three lawyers, and two non lawyers. 
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KENTUCKY 

In November 1975, the voters of Kentucky approved ajudiciai 
reform amendment to the Kentucky Constitution. Under the 
amendment, the former court of last resort, known as the Court 
of Appeals, was re-established as the Supreme Court and a new 
intermediate appellate court, the Court of Appeals, was created 
effectiveJanuary 1,1976. 

The amendment also established a Jiew system of district 
courts of limited jurisdiction that will replace the existing 
county, quarterly, police, and justice courts effective January I, 
1978. 

COURTS OF APPELLATE JURISDICTION 

SUPREME COURT (I) 

Legal Authorization. The Supreme Court is established by the 
Constitution of Kentucky, Section 109, as amended, effective 
January 1,1976. 

Organization. The court has statewide jurisdiction and sits at 
Frankfort. A majority oj' the seven judges cOllStitutes a quorum 
for the transaction of business. 

Legal Jurisdiction. The Supreme Court has appellate jurisdiction 
over civil and criminal cases and the power to issue writs 
necessary for the exercise of its jurisdiction and for admini­
strative purposes. It has no other original jurisdiction. The 
Constitution gives the court the power to determine its appellate 
jurisdiction, except that appeals from a death sentence or from a 
sentence of 20 years or more or of life imprisonment must come 
directly from the circuit courts to the Supreme Court. 

Judges. There are seven justices on the Supreme Court. The 
justices of the old Court of Appeals became Supreme Court 
justices when the Supreme Court was established. New justices 
are elected Oil a nonpartisan basis from each of seven Supreme 
Court election districts. A candidate must have been a licensed 
attomey ill the State for 8 years. A justice serves a term of 8 
years. The justices elect a chief justice every 4 years. 

Other Judicial Personnel. None. 

Support Personnel. The administrative director of courts and the 
clerk of the Supreme Court are apPOinted by the court. 

Other: 

Administrative Authority. The Supreme Court has general ad­
ministrative authority over all courts. 

COURT OF APPEALS (1) 

Legal Authorization. The Court of Appeals is established by the 
Constitution of Kentucky, Section 109, as amended, effective 
January 1,1976. 

Organization. Tile Court of Appeals has statewide jurisdiction 
and sits in panels of not less than three judges. Tile COllrt of 
Appeals prescribes the times and places in the Commonwealth at 
which each panel shall sit. 

Legal Jurisdiction. The Court of Appeals has appellate jurisdic­
tion and the Supreme Court may give it· the power of direct 
review of decisions of administrative agencies. The court hears 
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appeals ill any case heard origillally ill circllit cOllrts, except 
divorce cases alld those tllat go directly to tile Supreme Court. 
The court may issue writs ill support of its appel/ate jurisdiction. 

Judges. The COllrl of Appeals consists of 14 judges, witll two 
judges from each of seven Court of Appeals election districts. 
which are the same as the Supreme Court election distrIcts. 
Judges are elected 011 a nonpartisan basis at large from t!leir 
district. A candidate '/Ilust have been a licensed attorney for 8 
years. Judges serve 8-year terms. The judges elect a chief judge, 
who serves for 4 years. 

Other Judicial Personnel. None. 

Support Personnel. A clerk of the Court of Appeals is appointed 
by the court. 

COURTS OF GENERAL JURISDICTION 

ORCUIT COURTS (56 systems, 120 locations) 

Legal Authorization. The circuit courts are established by the 
Constitution of Kentucky, Section 109, as amended, effective 
January 1, 1976. 

Organization. The State is divided into 56 judicial circuits 
consisting of one or more counties. In multicounty circuits, 
sessions of court are held in each county of the circuit. 

Legal Jurisdiction. The circuit courts have unlimited original 
criminal and civil jurisdiction. The circuit courts hear criminal 
cases decided in the lower courts that involve a fine and/or 
conf1l1ement, civil cases appealed from the quarterly court 
in;'olving $25 or mOTE" a.n;:I civil cases appealed from the county 
courts involviIig $50 or more. This appellate jurisdiction now 
covers some juvenile cases heard in the county court. Appeals 
from these lower courts are tried de novo. Jury trials are 
available. Appeals from decisions of the circuit courts are to the 
Court of Appeals, except for appeals from a death sentence or a 
sentence of 20 years or more or of life imprisonment, which are 
appealed directly to the Supreme Court. 

Judges. There were 87 circuit judges as of January I, 1977. Each 
multicounty circuit has one judge; single-county circuits may have 
additional judges as determined by the legislature UpOI1 certifi­
cation of necessity by the Supreme Court. Circuit court judges 
are elected on a nonpartisan basis from their circuits at large and 
serve 8-year terms. A candidate must have been a licensed 
attorney for 8 years. 

Other Judicial Personnel. Each circuit court may appoint a 
master commissioner to hear cases as assigned by the circuit 
judges (primarily domestic relations cases). 

Support Personllel. Acirciut court clerk is elected in each county 
for a term of 6 years. 

COURTS OF LIMITED AND SPECIAL 
JURISDICTION 

COUNTY COURTS (120) 

Note: County courts will be replaced by a system of district 
courts on January I, 1978. 

Legal Authorization. County courts are established by the 
Constitution of Kentucky, Section 140. 
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Organization. There is a county court in each of the 120 counties 
in the State. 

Legal Jurisdiction. County courts have exclusive jurisdiction over 
probate matters, juvenile delinquency and dependency and 
neglect cases. They also handle marriages and paternity suits. By 
law, the county courts have original criminal jurisdiction con­
current (in part) with circuit, quarterly, and justice courts; 
however, in practice, county judges try their criminal cases in the 
quarterly courts. Jury trials are available in county courts. 
Appeals from the county courts are to the circuit court and are 
heard de novo. 

Judges. There" is a single judge in each county who also serves as 
judge of the quarterly, court. The county judge is elected on a 
countywide partisan ballot for a term of 4 years. There are no 
requirements for legal training of county court judges. 

Other Judicial Personnel. When authorized by the county 
administrative body, the county judge appoints as many trial 
commissioners as are deemed necessary to operate the county 
court. The trial commissioners discharge the judicial duties as are 
assigned jo them by the judge. The commissioners must possess 
the qualifications of a judge of the county court. 

Support Personnel. A county court clerk is elected in each 
county for a 4-year term. 

QUARTERLY COURTS (120) 

Note: Quarterly courts will be replaced by a system of district 
courts on January I, 1978. 

Legal Authorization. Quarterly courts are established by the 
Constitution of Kentucky, Section 139. 

Organization. There is a quarterly court in each county in the 
State. 

Legal Jurisdiction. Quarterly courts have original criminal juris­
diction concurrent with county and justice courts over cases 
punishable by a fine of not more than $20; and concurrent with 
the circuit, county, and justice courts over cases punishable by a 
fine between $20 and $500 and/or a 12-month sentence or less. 
These courts have original civil jurisdiction at law where the 
amount in demand does not exceed $500. The civil jurisdiction 
of quarterly courts is concurrent with the justice and police 
courts in all cases and concurrent with the circuit courts in cases 
involving between $20 and $500 in controversy. Jury trials are 
available in quarterly courts. Quarterly courts have appellate 
jurisdiction from justice and police courts in civil cases. Appeals 
in quarterly courts are heard de novo. Appeals from the quarterly 
cburts are to the circuit courts. 

Judges. The county judge serves as judge of the quarterly court 
and is not required to have a legal education. 

Other Judicial Personnel. Trial commissioners may be appointed 
to serve in some quarterly courts by the county judge. 

Support Personnel. In counties having an urban county form of 
government and in counties having a population of 250,000 or 
more, the county judge may appoint for 4-year terms a clerk of 
the ·quarterly court, a chief deputy clerk, and such other clerks 
as necessary .. 
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FOLICE COURTS 

Note: Current figures on the number or police courts are not 
available. Police courts will be replaced by a system of district 
courts on January I, 1978. 

Provisions for legal jurisdiction and court personnel vary 
according to the class of city in which the court is established. 
Cities are classified by number of inhabitants as follows: 

First class. . . . . . . . . .. 100,000 inhabitants or more 
Second class ......... 20,000 to 100,000 inhabitants 
Third class .......... 8,000 to 20,000 inhabitants 
Fourth class ......... 3,000 to 8,000 inhabitants 
Fifth class. . . . . . . . . .. 1,000 to 3,000 inhabitants 
Sixth class .......... Less than 1,000 inhabitants 

No city can be changed from one class to another except by 
legislative action. 

Legal Authorization. Police courts are authorized by the Con­
stitution of Kentucky, Section 143. They may be established by 
any city or town. (Police courts are also referred to as municipal 
or city courts.) 

Organization. The jurisdiction of police courts extends to the 
corporate limits of the city or town. 

Legal Jurisdiction. Police courts have original criminal jurisdic­
tion over misdemeanors and traffic cases punishable by a fine of 
$500 or less or a 12-month sentence or less. Police courts have 
exclusive jurisdictiol), over municipal ordinance violations and 
may hold preliminary hearings in felonies (except homicide in 
other than first-class cities). Police courts in cities of the fourth 
and fifth class and in cities of the sixth class with a population of 
250 or more have original civil jurisdiction at law where the 
amount in controversy does not exceed $500. In other civil 
matters, police court jurisdiction is concurrent with that of 
quarterly, circuit, and justice courts. Jury trials may be held in 
police courts. Appeal& in criminal cases are to the circuit courts; 
in civil cases, to the quarterly courts. 

Judges. There is one police judge for each court. Police judges are 
elected by the voters for a term of 4 years, except that in cities 
of the fourth, fifth, and sixth classes, they may be appointed. 
Police judges in cities of the first class must have the same 
qualifications as circuit judges, L\l., have practiced law for 8 
years. In second-class cities, judges must be attorneys. There are 
no requirements for legal training of police judges in other than 
first- and second-class cities. 

Other Judicial Personnel. Police judges in first- and second-class 
cities may appoint trial commissioners. 

Support Personnel. A clerk of the police court may be appointed 
in first- and second-class cities. 

JUSTICE COURTS 

Note: CUrrent figures on the number of justice courts are not 
available. Justice courts will be replaced by a system of district 
courts on January J, 1978. 

Legal Authorization. Justice courts are established by the 
Constitution of Kentucky, Section 142. 
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Organization. Each county is divided by the legislature into not 
less thun three nor more than eight justice court districts. Justice 
court jUrisdiction is coextensive with the county. . 

Legal Jurisdiction. Justice courts have original criminal juris­
diction concurrent in part with circuit, county, and quarterly 
courts. Only salaried justices of the peace may try criminal cases. 
Justice courts have original civil jurisdiction over cases at law 
when the amount in controversy is $500 or less (concurrent with 
circuit, quarterly, and police courts when the amount is more 
than $50). Appeals in criminal cases are to the circuit courts and 
in civil cases to the quarterly courts. All appeals are heard de 
novo. 

Judges. There is one justice of the peace per district. Justices are 
elected by voters of their district on a partisan ballot for a term 
of 4 years. There are no requirements for legal training of justices 
of the peace. 

Other Judicial Personnel. None. 

Support Personnel. In each justice court district of a county 
having a population of over 250,000, the justice may appoint a 
clerical assistant. 

JUDICIAL COUNCILS, CONFERENCES 
AND ORGANIZATIONS 

Note: The former Judicial Council and Judicial Conference were 
abolished on June 19, 1976, and a new Judicial Council was 
created. 
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JUDICIAL COUNCIL 

Legal Authorization. The Judicial Council is established by 
Kentucky Revised Statutes. Chapter 27A, Section lOa, effective 
June 19.1976. 

Duties. The Judicial Council serves in an advisory capacity only. 
It gives continuing consideration to the administrafion ofjustice 
in the courts of the Commonwealth. It silbmits from time to time 
such recommendations as it may deem advisable for changes In 
rules. practice. procedure. and other matters pertaifling to the 
judiCial system. 

Membership. The Judiciill Council is composed of the following 
members: the chief jllstice of the Supreme Court or the chief 
justice's designee from among the members of that court; the 
chief judge of the COllrt of Appeals or the chief jllstlce's designee 
from among the members of that court; four circuit judges; one 
county judge. and one police court judge. all of whom are 
appointed by the clliet justice: the president of the Kentucky 
Association of Circuit COllrt Clerks; three members of the State 
Bar of Kentucky; and the persol1s who chair the judiCiary 
committees of the House of Represel1tatives and of the Senate. 

The appointed members serve 4-year terms. Meetings are held 
at least twice each year. The coul/cil is chaired by the chief 
justice or the chief justice's designee. The administrative director 
of the courts serves as secretary of the cOl/ncil. 

JUDICIAL CONFERJi:NCE 

Abolished by State stawte. effective June 19. 1976. 
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OHIO 

In 1974 the Ohio Legislature established the Court of Claims. 
This Court began operating January I, 1975. In 1972, the 
independent Cuyahoga County Juvenile Court became a division 
of the Common Pleas Court, and in 1975, the Police Court of 
Ottawa Hills was abolished. 

COURTS OF APPELLATE JURISDICTION 

SUPREME COURT (1) 

Legal Authorization. The Supreme Court is established by the 
Ohio Constitution as the court of last resort, Article 4, Section I. 

Organization. The Supreme Court has statewide jurisdiction and 
sits at Columbus. 

Legal Jurisdiction. The Supreme Court has final appellate 
jurisdiction from all lower courts in the State. The court has 
original jurisdiction to issue extraordinary writs. 

Judges. The Supreme Court consists of a chief justice and six 
associate justices who are nominated in a partisan primary but 
run on a separate nonpartisan judicial balIot. Supreme Court 
justices must have been licensed to practice law in the State 
for 6 years preceding their election. Justices serve 6-year terms. 

Other Judicial Personnel. There are/ol/I' master commissioners in 
the Supreme Court who hear motions, including those for 
appeal. 

Support Personnel. The justices of the Supreme Court appoint 
a clerk, an administrative director, and other personnel as 
necessary to conduct the various activities of the court. 

Other: 

Administrative Authority. The Supreme Court exercises 
procedural rulemaking power. Procedural rules are promulgated 
by the court and become effective unless both houses of the 
legislature adopt a concurrent resolution of disapproval. The 
chief justice, in accordance with rules adopted by the court, 
exercises general supervision over alI courts of the State. 

COURTS OF APPEA1.S (11 systems, 88 locations) 

Legal Authorization. The Ohio Courts of Appeals are established 
by the State Constitution, Article 4, Section I. 

Organization. The State is divided into 11 appelIate districts. 
The Eighth District serves Cuyahoga County and the Tenth 
District serves Franklin County; each of the remaining nine 
districts serves 4 to 16 counties. Sessions of the courts of appeals 
are held in each. county in a district. 

Legal Jurisdiction. The courts of appeals function as inter­
mediate appellate courts, hearing appeals from the common 
pleas courts, county courts, municipal courts, and the Court 
of Claims. 

Judges. There are 44 judges in the courts of appeals. Each 
district Illects three judges except the First District which has 
six judges; the Eighth District (Cuyahoga County), which has 
nine judges; and the Tenth District (Franklin County), which 
has five judges. All judges are nominated in partisan primaries 
but run on a separate, nonpartisan judicial ballot in their district. 
Court of appeals judges serve 6-year terms. A judge must have 
been licensed to practice law in the State for 6 years. 
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Other Judicial Personnel. None. 

Support Personnel. The common pleas court clerk is also clerk 
of the court of appeals in each county. 

COURTS OF GENERAL JURISDICTION 

COURTS OF COMMON PLEAS (88) 

Legal Authorization. Courts of common pleas are established 
by the State Constitution, Article 4, Section I and by the Ohio 
Revised Code, Section 2301.01. 

Organization. There is a common pleas court in each of the 
counties of the State. The activities of the common pleas court 
are functionally divided into the following four areas: general, 
domestic, probate, and juvenile. Judges of the common pleas 
court may exercise jurisdiction in more than one of these func­
tional areas. In four counties there are four separate divisions, 
each exercising jurisdiction in one of the functional areas. Ten 
counties use a three-division plan in which one division exercises 
only general jurisdiction, one division exercises domestic rela­
tions and juvenile jurisdiction, and one exercises probate juris­
diction. Sixty-seven counties use a two-<iivision plan with one 
division exerci.ing general and domestic relations jurisdiction 
and one division exercising probate and juvenile jurisdiction. 
Seven counties have only one division, in which a single judge 
has jurisdiction over all four functional areas. Judges who nor­
maIly sit in one division may be temporarily assigned to another 
by the co un ty presiding judge, if assignment is in the same 
county, or by the chief justice of the Supreme Court, if the 
assignment is in another county. 

Legal Jurisdiction. The courts of common pleas have exclusive 
original criminal jurisdiction of felonies and most serious criminal 
offenses. These courts have original jurisdiction in all civil cases 
in which the amount in controversy is greater than $500. Juvenile 
divisions of the common pleas courts have exclusive original 
jurisdiction over any child under 18, including juvenile delin­
quency and dependency and '1eglect cases. Appeals are heard on 
the record by the courts of appeals. 

Judges. As of January 1, 1977,:there were 315 judges of the 
common pleas courts. Judges are nominated in a partisan primary 
but run on a separate nonpartisan judicial ballot in each county. 
They are elected for 6-year terms. A judge of the common pleas 
court must have practiced law in the State or served as a judge 
of a court of record in any jurisdiction in the United States for 
6 years. 

Other Judicial Personnei. Some common pleas courts have 
referees or commissioners who hear domestic relations and 
juvenile cases. 

Support Personnel. A clerk of the court is elected in each 
county. An administrative assistant is appointed in any county 
having a population greater than 300,000. 

COURTS OF liMITED AND SPECIAL JURISDlCfION 

COURT OF CLAIMS (1) 

Legal Authorization. The Court of Claims is established by 
State Statute, Ohio Revised Code, Chapter 2743.03, effective 
January 1, 1975. 

Organization. The Court of Claims has statewide jurisdiction 
and sits at Franklin. 
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Legal Jurisdiction. The Court of Claims has (J) exclusive original 
jurisdiction over all civil actions against the State; (2) jurisdiction 
over all civil cases that are initiated in other courts and remo)!ed 
to the Court of Claims and; (3) exclusive original and appellate 
jurisdiction to determine compensation for victims of violent 
crime. In civil actions appeals are to the courts of appeals. In 
victim compensation proceedings, appeals are to a single judge 
of the Court of Claims. Jury trials are not available ill civil 
actions against the State. 

Judges. A civil action is usually heard by one judge, sitting by 
temporary assigntnellt of the chief justice and drawn [rom one 
of the following groups: incumbent judges of the Supreme 
Court, courts of appeals, or cOllrts of common pleas; or retired 
judges of these courts. Claims presenting novel or complex 
issues of law or fact may be heard by a panel of three judges 
upon application by the claimant. 

Other Judicial Personnel. The clerk of the court hears claims 
against the Stat? for less than $100 and may, upon consent of 
the claimant, hear claims for more than $100 but less than 
$1,000. UpO/l motion of either party, the clerk's determination 
may be reviewed by the Court of Claims. 

Suprort Personnel. The Supreme Court appoints the clerk and 
deputy clerks of the Court of Claims; they must be licensed to 
practice law ill the State. 

MUNICIPAL COURTS ( 112) 

Legal Authorization. Individual municipal courts are established 
by State Statute, Ohio Revised Code, Section 1901.01. 

Organization. A municipal court's territorial jurisdiction may 
encompass the boundaries of one municipality, several munic­
ipalities, a whole county, or two or more counties. 

Legal Jurisdiction. Municipal courts have original jurisdiction 
in criminal cases involving misdemeanors (both violations of 
State statutes and municipal ordinances) punishable by a fine 
of $1,000 or less or imprisonment of 1 year or less. These courts 
have original jurisdiction in civil cases in which the amount in 
dispute does not exceed $10,000. Jury trials are available in 
municipal courts. Appeals are heard on the record by the court 
of appeals. 

Judges. As of January 1, 1977, there were 183 municipal cOllrt 
judges. The number of judges in the municipal court varies 
depending upon the size of the county in which the court is lo­
cated. Municipal court judges are nominated in a partisan primary 
and run on a separate nonpartisan jUdicial ballot in each county. 
They are elected for 6-year terms. Municipal court judges, for 
6 years preceding the commencement of terms, must have been 
engaged in the practice of law in the State or served as judge of a 
court of record in any jurisdiction in the State, or a combination 
of both. 

Other Judicial Personnel. None. 

Support Personnel. A clerk of court is elected in counties having 
a population greater than 100,000 and is appointed by the court 
in all other counties. 

COUNTY COURTS (59) 

Legal Authorization. County courts are established by State 
Statute, Ohio Revised Code, Section 1907.0 II. 

Organization. County courts are established in 39 counties in 
geographic areas Clutside the jurisdiction of municipal courts. 
A number of counties are divided into separate districts and 
areas, each with its own territorial jurisdiction. 
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Legal Jurisdiction. Like the municipal courts, county courts 
have original jurisdiction in criminal matters punishable by a fine 
of $1,000 or less or imprisonment of 1 year or less and in civil 
matten. involving claims of $500 or less. Appeals are heard on 
the record by the courts of appeals. 

Judges. As of January 1, 1977, there were 65 judges of the 
county courts. Judges are nominated in a partisan primary and 
run on a separate nonpartisan judicial ballot in each county. 
Judges serve 4-year terms. Judges of county courts must be 
admitted to practice law in the State and must have been engaged 
in the practice of law at least 1 year prior to their election. 

Other Judicial Personnel. None. 

Support Personnel. The county clerk serves as clerk of the county 
court as well as the court of appeals and common pleas courts. 

JUVENILE COURT OF CUYAHOGA COUNTY 

Abolished by the Ollio State Legislature effective June 1972. 

POLICE COURT OF OTTAWA HILLS 

Abolished by. Ohio State Legislature effective August 1975. 

MAYOR'S COURTS (690) 

Legal Authorization. Mayor's courts are authorized by State 
Statute, Ohio Revised Code, Section 1905.01. 

Organization. A mayor's court may be created by any munici­
pality that does not have a municipal court. 

Legal Jurisdiction. Mayor's courts have original jurisdiction over 
minor criminal cases, mainly traffic violations. Mayor's courts 
are not authorized to hold jury trials, and appeals are heard de 
novo by the rr<;.iflon pleas court. 

Judges. Mayor's courts have one judge, who is also mayor. 

Other Judicial Personnel. None. 

Support Personnel. None. 

JUDICIAL COUNCILS, CONFERENCES AND 
ORGANIZATIONS 

JUDICIAL CONFERENCE 

Legal Authorization. A Judicial Conference is established by 
State Statute, Ohio Revised Code, Section 105.91. 

Duties. The Judicial Conference considers the business and prob­
lems pertaining to the administration of justice and makes 
recommendations for its ir'nprovement. 

Membership. The Judicial Conference is composed of judges of 
the Supreme Court, courts of appeals, common pleas courts, 
probate divisions of the common pleas courts, municipal courts, 
and county courts. 

JUDICIAL COlIN',;IL 

Legal Authorization. A Judicial Council is established by State 
Statute, Ohio Revised Code, Section 105.51. However, all duties 
of the Judicial Council have been transferred to other 
organizations. 





APPENDIX 

The following persons were consulted by the Bureau of the Census concerning the completeness and 
accuracy of the revised individual State judicial descriptions included in this report. 

ALABAMA 

Charles Y. Cameron 
Court Administrator 
Departmeht of Court Management 
Supreme Court 
P. O. Box 218 
Montgomery, Alabama 36101 
Telephone: 205-83'2-6710 

INDIANA 

Bruce A. Kotzan 
Executive Director 
Division of State Court Administration 
State House 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 
Telephone: 317-633-6481 

IOWA 

William J. O'Brien 
Court Administrator 
State House 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319 
Telephone: 515-281-5241 

KANSAS 

James R. James 
judicial Administrator 
Supreme Court 
Topeka, Kansas 66612 
Telephone: 913-296-2256 

KENTUCKY 

William Davis 
Director 
Administrative Office of the Courts 
235 Capitol Building 
F~ankfort, Kentucky 40601 
Telephone: 502-564-5444 

OHIO 

Coit H. Gilbert 
Administrative Director of the Courts 
State House Annex 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
Telephone: 614-466-2653 

Following is an updated listing of court administrative officials in the remaining States and the 
District of Columbia. 

ALASKA 

Arthur H. Snowden 
Administrative Director 
Alaska Court System 
303 K Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
Telephone: 907-274-8611 

ARIZONA 

Noel K. Dessaint 
Administrative Director to the Courts 
209 Southwest Wing of the State Capitol Building 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 
Telephone: 602-271-4359 

ARKANSAS 

C. R. Huie 
Executive Secretary 
Supreme Court 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 
Telephone: 501-375-7001 

CAUFORNIA 

Ralph N. Kleps 
Director 
Administrative Office of the Courts 
Judicial Council of California 
4200 State Building 
455 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco, California 94102 
Telephone: 415...557-1581 
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COLORADO 

Harry O. Lawson 
Court Administrator 
323 Capitol Building 
Denver, Colorado 80203 
Telephone: 303·892·2681 

CONNECTICUT 

Justice John P. Cotter 
Chief Court Administrator 
Supreme Court 
P. O. Box 1350 
Hartford, Connecticut 06101 
Telephone: 203·566·4461 

Siegbert Kaufmann 
Office of the Executive Secretary 
Judicial Department 
P. O. Box 1350 
Hartford, Connecticut 06101 
Telephone: 203·566·3730 

DELAWARE 

John R. Fisher 
Director 
Administrative Office of the Courts 
1112 King Street 
Wilmington, Delaware 19801 
Telephone: 302-571·2480 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

Amold M. Malach 
Executive Officer 
District of Columbia Courts 
Washington, D.C. 20001 
Telephone: 202·727·1770 

GEORGIA 

Robert Doss 
Director 
Administrative Office of the Courts 
Georgia Judicial Council 
Suite 335 
2220 Park Lake Drive, N.E. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30345 
Telephone: 404·656-5171 

FLORIDA 

John F. Harkness, Jr. 
State Court Administrator 
Supreme Court Building 
Tallahassee, Florida 32304 
Telephone: 904·488·8621 

HAWAII 

Lester Earl Cingcade 
Administrative Director of the Courts 
Supreme Court 
P. O. Box 2560 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96804 
Telephone: 808·548-4605 

IDAHO 

Carl F. Bianchi 
Director 
Administrative Office of the Courts 
451 West State Street 
Boise; Idaho 83720 
Telephone: 208·384·2246 

ILLINOIS 

Roy O. Gulley 
Director 
Administrative Office of the Courts 
Supreme Court Building 
Springfield, Illinois 62706 
Telephone: 217·782·7770 

LOUISIANA 

Eugene J. Murret 
Judicial Administrator 
109 Supreme Court Btlilding 
301 Loyola Avenue 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70112 
Telephone: 504-568·5747 

MAINE 

Elizabeth D. Bellshaw 
State Court Administrator 
P. O. Box 738 
Auburn, Maine 04210 
Telephone: 207-784-0183 

MARYLAND 

William H. Adkins, II 
State Court Administrator 
Administrative Office of the Courts 
P. O. Box 431 
Courts of Appeal Building 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
Telephone: 301·269·2141 

MASSACHUSETTS 

John Fisk 
Executive Secretary 
Supreme Judicial Court 
302 New Court House 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 
Telephone: 617-227·2841 

MICHIGAN 

Einar Bohlin 
Court Administrator 
Office of Court Administration 
122 South Grand Avenue 
Lansing, Michigan 48933 
Telephone: 517·373·0130 
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MINNESOTA 

Laurence C. Harmon 
State Court Administrator 
State Capitol 
St, Palll, Minnesota 55155 
Telephone: 612-296-2474 

MISSISSIPPI 

Martin R. Mclendon 
Court Administrator 
Supreme Court of Mississippi 
Jackson, Mississippi 39201 
Telephone: 601-354-6021 

MISSOURI 

James M. Parkinson 
State Courts Administrator 
Supreme Court Building 
P. O. Box ISO 
Jefferson City, Missouri 65 101 
Telephone: 314-751-4377 

MONTANA 

Ray Stewart 
Court Administrator 
Supreme Court of Montana 
Helena, Montana 59601 
Telephone: 406-449-2923 

NEBRASKA 

James E. Dunlevey 
State Court Administrator 
State Capitol 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68509 
Telephone: 402-477-4620 

NEVADA 

John C. DeGraff 
Court Planning and Coordinating Officer 
Supreme Court of Nevada 
Capitol Complex 
Carson City, Nevada 89710 
Telephone: 702-885-5197 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Samuel 1. Hays 
Secretary 
Judicial Council 
State House 
Concord, New Hampshire 03301 
Telephone: 603-271-3592 

NEW JERSEY 

Honorable Arthur J. Simpson, Jr. 
Administrative Director of the Courts 
State House Annex 
Trenton, New Jersey 08625 
Telephone: 609-292-4636 

NEW MEXICO 

Larry D. Coughenour 
Director 
Administrative Office of the Courts 
Supreme Court Building 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 
Telephone: 505-827-271 j 

NEW YORK 

Richard J. Bartlett 
Office of Court Administration 
State of New York 
270 Broadway 
New York, New York 10007 
Telephone: 212-488-4141 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Bert M. Montague 
Director 
Administrative Office of the Courts 
P. O. Box' 2448 
Justice Build.ing 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27602 
Telephone: 919-829-7IQ7 

NORTH DAKOTA 

William G. Bohn 
Supreme Court Administrator 
State Capitol Building 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505 
Telephone: 101-224-2221 

OKLAHOMA 

Marian Opala 
Administrative Director of the Courts 
Supreme Court 
State Capitol 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 
Telephone: 405-521-2318 

OREGON 

Honorable Loren D. Hicks 
Court Administrator 
Supreme Court Building 
Salem, Oregon 97310 
Telephone: 503-378-6046 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Alexander F. Barbieri 
Court Administrator 
414 Three Penn Center Plaza 
Philadelphia, Peru~slyvania 19102 
Telephone: 215-567-3071 
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RHODE ISLAND 

Walter J. Kane 
Court Administrator 
Supreme Court 
250 Benefit Street 
Providence, Rhode Island 02903 
Telephone: 401-277-3263 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

Edward Atwater 
Acting Court Administrator 
Supreme Court 
P. O. Box 259 
Columbia, South Carolina 29745 
Telephone: 803-758-2961 

SOUTH DAKOTA 

Dan Schenk 
Acting State Court Administrator 
Supreme Court 
Pierre, South Dakota 77501 
Telephone: 605-224-3474 

TENNESSEE 

Paul Summers 
Executive Secretary 
Supreme Court of Tennessee 
Supreme Court Building 
Nashville, Tennessee 37219 
Telephone: 615-741-2687 

TEXAS 

Marybell Dismuke 
Executive Secretary 
Texas Civil judicial Council 
Supreme Court Building 
Capitol Station 
AUstin, Texas 78711 
Telephone: 512-475-2036 

UTAH 

Richard V. Peay 
Court Administrator 
Office of the Court Administrator 
250 East Broadway, Suite 240 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84111 
Telephone: 801-533-6371 

VERMONT 

Michael Krell 
Court Administrator 
Vermont Supreme Court 
Montpelier, Vermont 05602 
Telephone: 802-828-3281 

VIRGINIA 

Robert N. Baldwin 
Executive Secretary 
Supreme Court 
1101 East Broad Street 
Richmond, Virginia 23219 
Telephone: 804-786-6981 

WASHINGTON 

Phillip B. Winberry 
Administrator for the Courts 
Temple of Justice 
Olympia, Washington 98504 
Telephone: 206-753-5780 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Forest J. Bowman 
State Court Administrator 
Supreme Court of Appeals 
Charleston, West Virginia 25322 
Telephone: 304-348-5350 

WISCONSIN 

Edwin M. Wilkie 
Administrative Director of the Courts 
Room 32 - North Capitol 
State Capitol 
Madison, Wisconsin 53702 
Telephone: 608-266-3501 

WYOMING 

Reuel Armstrong 
Court Coordinator 
Supreme Court Building 
Cheyenne, Wyoming 8200 I 
Telephone: 307-777-7581 
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