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Deé:ision Making in the Classification of Juvenile Delinquencts
in the Juvenile Classification and Detention Homes
~ Fourth (Final) Report —
' MATSUMOTO, Yoshie
OKABE, Shunroku
TOKUYAMA, Takayuki
TSURU, Motohcxrﬁ

\I Purpose

In making classific zion decision for juvenile delinquents, not only oan attempt
to cmalyse present problems borne by juveniles but alse an daitentive consideration
for both treatment effects on the juveniles after the decision and prediction of
residivism are to. be required of those responsible for classification practices. In
other words, it is ‘essential to describe what sort of treatment should be appropriate
for a given juvenile or through what treatment « juvenile will be prevented from ’
commiitting other crimes in his future. Sufficient classification decisi.n. therefore,
cannct be made unless relationships between the data obtained ot the m.a of classi-
fication, effect of treatment, and prediction of residivism are expliciily disclosed.

Series of studies have been successively conducied to meet the above mentioned
requirement. The first report dealt with. the cnalysis of factors involved in the pro-
cess of decision‘making based on the data obtained ot the time of classification.
The second report tried to explain relations between factors of classification decision
ond resid}vism. Further, relations between factors of residivism and fdctors of treat-
ment for juveniles disposed by the family court with reference to the recommendation
(classification decision) from the classification home were onalysed in the third
report. The present report has on attempt to integrate iindlly the akove three

substantiative studies.
II. Method

1 Methodology: Through previous analysis of residivism prediction based on the
records of treatment process in the juvenile training school it was felt that the
nature of the data obtained should further be examined closely since the data
themselves have multivocal meanings, The multiple regression analysis model can
be applied for predicting residivism on the basis of the assumption that

independence, unbiasedness, equal varionce, ond normal distribution exist in the
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data obtained. Firstly, therefore, fundamental values for statistical 'cu'mlysis, i€,
skewness, kurtosis, and coefficiency of variation were found so as to discuss and
rev"3e the selection of subject groups and items. Iri addition, after qqlculcttmg the
distance between given data and the center of each group b} thegns of
Mchalonobis generalized distance technique, singular: dota wers verified in .ac:
cordance with probability theory.

2. Techniques cnd processes for anclysis: For omalysing factors, three kinds 'of’ ’

predictive method were employed in the previous studiel, nomely, a quctnﬁﬁed
system by regression obtaired from varimex criterion (multiple - correlation
method), a point method based on discriminemt analysis (multiple correlation
ratio method), end o bronch method bosed on predictive attribute analysis. The

present study utilized multiple regression’ method which is the most precise of ‘the

thres. Also, refults obtained by using multiple regression method were signified.

by using F-test as' an cnalysis of véxiance. ‘ |
3. Subjects: A total of 254 juveniles- who were placed under probanm‘mry super-
vision and 181 juveniles who were sent to the juvenile traming schools wére

studied. All those juveniles were released from the juvenile classification homes-

throughout the country in February and-March, 1969. Tm‘fﬁc offenders and juveni-

~les whose fingerprints were not found in the Fingerprint Identification Center of '
the National Police Agency (NPA) were excluded.- Incidentally, the definition of

residivism applied for the series of studies is defined oany apprehension by the
. police determined through fingerprints kept at NPA. (The first survey was dome
in March, 1973; thesecond in March, 1974; and the third in February 1976.)
4. Data: This study used (1) the same data collected in the first survey ie.
major 1fe!!i; appeared in the cards for statistical use of classification ¢nd items
relating to juveniles’ persondlity. (cf. the Second Interim r{eport)v (2) data on
the ireatment of juveniles received. from the staff of the probation office. omd the

ju_venﬂe training school at the time of the second survey. (cf. the Third Interim

Report) This study alsp used (3) the data gathered from the survey made during

&

the period of 1872 relating to residivism of.the subjects... In this study any com-

‘mitment to the correctional institutions was odded to the definition of residivism.

II. Research findings and diséussion

(7

1. Juveniles under probahoncn'y supervision: g e

Factors concerning res1d1v15m of the ;uvemles ‘placed under probationary super-
vision were dncdysed through date collected both at the time of clgssification and
during the petiod of tredtment. - Prediction of residivism con be made more precisely -
; by using thes° kmds of fastors them by applying factors anulysed through only
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data gathered for classification. Regardless of whether apprehension by the police
after discharge from the classification home or re-commital to the correctional in-
stitutions taken as a criterion veariable, attitudes towards daily life during the later
stage of probation, criminal records, attitudes toward others, attifudes toward social

norms, om extent of domage inflicted upon others; environmental changes after the

family court disposition, emotional stability and flexibility, mental condition as «

whole, eic. are found to have strong relations with residivism. Especially, it was
found that juveniles who show « loose life during the later period of probation
have a great possibility of residivism. All those findings suggest that problems of
persondlity including attitudes towaid others, records of misbehavior, and environ-

mental problems including family relationships should be carefully token into con-

. sideration: for treating juveniles.

2. Iﬁvenﬂes sent to the juvenile training school

Factors of residivism relating to juveniles sent to the juvenile training school
were studied by making three groups, ncmely, (1) dll juveniles sent to the juvenile
training school with-the family court decision, (2) juveniles in group who were
evaluated suitable for having treatment at the school by means of classification
index score developed for- thls study (fc. First Interim Report), and (8) juveniles
who committed the schoq} for the first ime. Methods employed here were same as
uged for analyzing juvenile prokationers described above. Through this study, it
was realized that the factors related closely to residivism were number of admission

to the classification home, previous history of disposition by authorities; schocl career,

s*.de’of vocational emd economic life, frectment other them such special treaiment’

as individual or group therapy given for improving j'uveniles";f‘personctlity, abuge of

drugs, etc. Although juveniles in group (3) were affected stroﬂ‘gly by the treagtment

ot the juvenile fraining schmol compared with other two' groups, this group were

also highly effected by factors influenced on iuireniles before theilr commitment to

the ‘school rather than other factors as to contributing factors to residivism, Findings

* ‘commionly -observed in the three groups were as follows;

(1) career of dehnquent acts or extent of delinquency reflected on. the hl.ytOl’Y
of. dlsposmon by cuthorities. has a strong relation ‘with residivism,

(-:2) length of period between the ﬁrst disposition given by the authority and the
-present case also shows « close relation with effects of treatment «t the juvenile

tradfiing  school,

2(8) man emphcxsis may placed upon reformation of persondlity in:the treatment

..process through group or individual therapy for those juveniles with grave per-
sonality problems, hewever, it should be noted that the more serious the distur-
bance of persondlity may be, the more difficult would be to treat them, ond
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(4) good environmental situations ofter release from the training school such as
desirable relationships between released juveniles and their guardians or. femily
members is one of the factors to prevent juveniles from commitiing cmother
offense. In other words, it was found that good environmental situations have
a close relation with juveniles’ good conducts after release on parole. g
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