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This advance report presents selected 
caseflow data for general jurisdiction courts 
for 1975 "The data included in this report 
were extracted from the forthcoming state 
Court Caseload Statistics: Annuc;l.l Repc;rt, 
1975, which was prepared by the National 
Court.$tatfstics Project of the National 
Center for State Courts in close cooperation 
with the Conference of State Court Admi.n
istrators. The data were collected from 
published annual reports provided by the 
States and from unpublished material 
requested from and supplied by the State 
court administrators and_appellate cdurt 
clerks. 

The District of Columbia and 43 States 
reported tha,t more than 6 million criminal, 
civil, and juvenile cases were filed in their' 
courts of general jurisdiction in 1975.1 Ci viI 
cas~s. accountedfor 63 percent of these; 
crin'ltnal, 28 percent; Cilnd jt,Iveni Ie, sl ightly 
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more·than 8 percent, 
The di.?tribution of the pending case load 

at the end of 1 975 looked considerably dif
ferent from that for cases filed. Whereas 
there Were twice as many civU1;.s cri.minal 
cases filed, there were 4 1/2 tifnes as many 
civil as criminal cases reported pendtng at 
'th~ end of 197!? Some of this differisnce is 
to be expected because civil matters tend to 
be pi"otray,ted (for example, probating a 
will). Also, the Speedy Trial Act and simi-

1 More cases were filed in these courts 
than the figures indicate because some 
courts did not report for certain types of 
cases filed; for example , a court that had 
jurisdiction over all types of cases may 
have reported the number of fit ings for 
only one or two types. 
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lar State and local provisions may cause 
criminal cases to move through the system 
more quickly Jhan civil cases. 

Thirty-four States and the District of 
Columbia2 reported.data on pending cases 
for the beginning and end of the 1975 judicial 
year. Not all categories of cases were 
included in the pending data for some of 
these; however, data were available for the 
'same types of case,~ to calculate both begin
ning and end pending data for 1975. Thus it 
is possible to examine the. change in pending 
cases for the year. 

Of the 35 States that did report the num
ber of cases pending at the beginning and 
end of 1975, only 5 reported a decrease in 
that period. These decreases ranged from 
les's than 1 percent to 22 percent. The 
median percent increase for those States 
reporting an increase was 10.5 percent, 
with 25 of these 30 States having an increase, 
of less than 20 percent. 

Looking at total cases only, however, 
masks some interesting patterns that emerge 
when civil and criminal cases are examined 
separately. Although there were':4'"Y2 times 
as many civil cases pending as cri.<tninal 
cases, pet~cent increases in the pendin'g 
~.siminal case load were greater than in the 
pendi.ng civil case load • The median percent 
increase for criminal cases was 16 com
pared with 10 for civil cases. 

Thirty-one States and the Di.strict of 
Columbia indicated that they handle all or 
some of their juvenile cases in general 
juri.sdiction courts. Of these, 22 reported 

2The District of Columbia is treated as a 
State in the remainder of this report unless 
otherwise noted. 
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some data for juvenile cases, but only 14 
(in~luding D. C .) reported, pending da.ta for 
both the beginning and the' end of 1975. Of 
the 14, 5 reported a decrease in the pending 

. juvenit~ caseload, ranging from 18. 8 pE!r~ 
cent to 0.3 percent. The percent increase 
for the remaining nine States ranged from 
slightlYTess than 5 percent to 70 percent, 
with a median of 29 percent. This is con
siderably higher than the .. median percent 
increase in civil or crirr'iinal cases. How
ever, only half of the States handling 
juvenile cases in their general jurisdiction 
courts reported pending case data for the 
beginning and end of 1975. Moreover, . ". 
juveni le cases are frequently heard in 
limited and special jUrisdiction courts, 
which are not included in these data. 

Methodology 

General jurisdiction court data Were 
compiled from published and unpublished 
data r~cej/ved from the S.tates: In add,ition 
to reVleW of these matenals, mstructlOns 
Llsed by the States to coliect caseload 
statistics from their respectiye courts Were 
reviewed. Additional information was 
secured from .appropriate personnel in 
each of the 50 States and the District of 
Columbia as necessary. 

To improve the comparability of data 
from State to State, standard categories 

~Were established and the State-produced 
data were c lassifiedaccordingly. The data 
were then submitted to the appropriate 
State court administr'ators and the appellate 
court clerk offices fqr review and verifica
tion. 

Definitions 

Gase--the unit of count for court workload 
data. Because the caseload data Were 
collected from already published State 
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sources that used different definitions, the 
definition of case in this report varies from 

, State to State. In general jurisdiction 
courts the"predominant unit of count used in 
civil cases is the complaint action or peti
tion. In criminal cases, mpst general 
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jurisdiction courts use either the 'riumbe~ of 
indictments/infor mations/complaints 0; -the 
number of defendants on each indictment/ 
information/complaint. The data tables it! 
this report are 'footnpted to indicate each ' 
State's definition of case. . 

CQurt-~an agency of the judic1.al branch 
.. of gover~~lI1ent, authorized or estabJished 
by statute or .. constitution and consisting of 
one or more judicial officers, Which has 
the authority to decide upon controversies 
in law and disputed matters of fact brought 
before it. . 

A court was' considered to be a general 
jurisdiction trial.' court if .it met one of the 
following criteria:. . 

--the individua 1 State Gonsiders {t to be 
a general jurlsdiction cOLlrt; 

--felony cases are tried and felony 
sentences gi ven j or 

--the judges of the court are genel~al 
jurisdiction court jUdges 81.ttil''19.on 
temporary assignmen t. 

All other trial courts were classified as 
limited or special jurisdiction court.s~ 
'These are trial courts whose legal jurisdic
tion covers only a particular class of cases, 
such as probate, juvenile, traffic; or c;:ases 
where the amount in cohtr'Qversyis beloW. a 
prescribed sUI'"(l or is subject to specific 
exception; For,example, .civil jurisdiction 
may be limited to civil cases with a maxi
mum of$50P in controversy,; crimi.nal 
jurisdiction may be limited to ca ses with· a 
ma xi mum $ 500 fine or 6-month sentence. 

Filing-::'the commencement of a judicial 
proceeding by Formally entering a document 
or a p ieee of information into the official 
record of a court. 

Disposition--the ac;:ti.oh which termirates . 
the jurisdi.cti.on. of a particular court over a 
person or a case. 

Pending--the status of a case thi.'lt has 
not beeh terminate~ or di.sposed of by, the 
court. Begirming pending is the nltmber of 
cases pending in a. parti.cular 'court at the 
beginn~ng of a reporting periOd', Endpend
ing is the Humber- of 'ca,se$ pending tna 
particula r court at the .end of a rep~rting . 
peri.od." . 

Indictment-:-a Forma;l written accusation' 
ma de by a grand jury and fi\ed tn a court, 



" . 

" alleging that a specifi.ed person(s) has 
, committed a speciFic offense(s).' An indict
ment usuallyrepre$ents the, beginning ofa 
criminal case. . 

Informati.on--a formi'tl wr'ittenaccusation 
rna de by a prosecutor a.nd filed in a courtJ 

• alleging that a specified person(s) has com
mitted a specific offense(s). ' 

" 
Umitationsof data, ' 

Toc~assify the 'great diversity or'data. 
provided by tbe States, standard categories 

, Were established by the National Court 
Statisti.cs Project, ,and the State-produced 
data were classified accordingly. The de. ta 
were then .submitted to the appropriate state 
court administrators or appellate court 
clerks fOI~ review"and verifiCation, How
ever, there wasno way of verifying whether 
the data initially reported Were complete or 
accurate." 

Variati.O~s in,reference perioc;ls 

This report reflects court organ'izations' 
and juri.sdictions as they existed in 1975. ,
Hence,; c;::aution should be used in attempting 
to compare the data in this report with a 
State's current data without ascertaining , 
whether or not the organizatiofl or jurisdic
tional characteristics of that State's bourt' ' 
system have beenalterep sihce 1975. 

Some States repo rt data by calendar 
year and some by' fisc~l year'. Hence ; even 
within the 1975 period used in thi,s report, 
the time spans covel~~d are not always 
directly comparable. 

Variations in jUl"'isdiction 

General juri.sdicti.on courts var:'Y Wi.dely 
,in the kinds, of, cases over which .tbey have 

• jurisdiction .. f'.s one example"gener'ai ' 
jurisdiction oourts in St~tes Wl~h .unified. 
trial courts may hear all cases· from park
i.ng violahor's to the largest civil casas., 
An adjacent State may have general juris
diction courts with acriminal division 
hearing felony matters only (after preli.m-

, . 

inary l'learingin a limited jurisdiotion 
court) (;lnd a civil division hearil'1g only civil 
cases involving more than$10,OOO. Both 
civil and 'cri.minal cases are handled at the 
general jUY'lsdictlonlevel in each State, but 
general jUrisdi.ction courts may have civil 
jurisdiction only, criminal jurisdiction only, 
or both, depending on the State. Some 

~,); general jurisdiction courts handle juvenile 
matters; others do not, In comparing 
general jurisdiction court statistics, the 
differences in the types of cases handled 
both within and between States must be taken 
into consi.deration, 
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Variations in definitions 

Definition problems abound in general 
jurisdiction court data, The definitions used 
in this report have been chosen for practical 
purpos.es as a means of classifying the data 
gathered. iii 

General jurisdiction court data have ,o:-;:::}''l:o 
problems concerning the unit of count used, 
especially in criminal cases', The most 
common unit of count in general jurisdiotion 
cri.mi.nal cases, used .in·21 States, is the 

, number of informations, indictments, or 
complaints; some States count criminal 
cases when the complaint is filed, while 
others require an information or indi.ctment 
before a crimi.nal case .is oounted. There 
are 1 9 State~ that cownt .the number of 
defer;1dan~s on. each informatiOn, indictment, 
or c?mplaint;orie State counts the case 
numberasstgned at arrai gnmentj ohe State 
simplycouqts ~ IIcase. II 

Units of count for civil cases in general 
jurisdiction courts present fp.r fewer prob
lems. There are 41 States that cownt a 
civil case ~t the point of filing. One State 
counts civii cases at the fiUng QF a note of 
issue;, one when the case is pla6~d on the 
calendar; and yet another at time of first 
answe.r. One State reports that it does not 
have a speoiFtq,unit of count for Civil cases. 
A few have indicated that prescribedunit .... of
coun~ 'definitions are" not folloWed uniformiy 
by their local courts. 

Information on init of count used for 
general juri!':ldiction courts is provided in the 
table in this report. 
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Number of civil, criminal; and juvenile cases pending at the beginning of 1975, filed and 
Unit of count Beginning pending Flied 

States and COUr'ts CIVIl Cr'lmlnal Civil Cr"lmlnal Juvenile Total Civil Cr'lmlna\ Juvenile 
Alabama Circuit 1 1 45,686 10,540 " NH 56,226 75,869 25,777 NH 
Alaska-Superior 1 2 4,426 451 " N/AcP 4,877§ 9,283 1,075 i,386!! 
Arizona-Superior' 1 1 54,344a 4,924 76 60,0283 63,599" 13,662 3,266 
ArkansllS TOTAl-

IA 
46,709§ 6,881 (b)' 53,590§ 58,441 12,987 (b) 

Circuit 2 13,854 6,881 (b) 20,735 19,B08 12,9B7 (b) 
Ch"ncery & Probata PI NH 32,8559 NH NH 32,8559 38,633 NH i~H 

CaUrornl,," Superior' 1 N/A N/A N/A N/A 467,092 57,656 77,722 
Colorado-l-0TAL. 84,166 d 7,460 7,135 78,761 84,\101 14,669 21,798 

Dlstr'lctC 1 55,704 7,460 7,135 70,299d 82,545e 14,669 21,798 
Waterf NH 8,462 NH NH 8,462 2,256 NH NH 

Connecticut-Superior 1ft 1 31,960 2,202 NH 34,162 25,176 4,941 NH 
Delaware-TO,AL 11,617 1,734 NH 13,351 9,623 4,087 NH 

Superior 1 4,307 1,734 NH ,6,041 7,1"{3 4,087 NH 
Chancery NH 7,310 NH NH 7,310 2;450 NH NH .)1 

Dlstr'lctofColumbla Superior 2 (3 Hl,259§ 3,609~ 1,617 17,485+§ 171,959 34,246' 7,766 
Flof'\da-OlrcUlt 1 (3 203,633 42,463 15,271 261,367 254,148 82,222 62,611 
Geol"gla-Sueerlor N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
HawaII-TOTAL. 19,145 1,845 2,959 23,949 16,903 2,08'3 7,739 

Circuit 1 19,025 1,845 2,959 23,829 16,665 2,086',' 7,739 
, Landh NH 65 NH NH 66 49 NH NH 
" Taxh NH 66 NH NH 55 189 NH NH 
ldaho--TOTAL. 17,931 f § • 5,573.j.f 1,902+ 25,406*ts 37,224 34,602- 7,523;' 
Distrl~t 1 7,231+§ 979 :3 /) 8 213t § 9,701 3,094 17 
Maglstr~ te. 3 10,700 4,594"t 1,899t 17: 193·t 27,523 31,508" 7,508 

1I1Inols .... c:l,:.cult 4 N/A N/A N/A N/A 632,664 520,847* 27,983 
Indlann-TOTAL. N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
c\rcul~ N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A NH 
Superior N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
C':'(mlnal N/A N/A NH N/A NH N/A NH N/A NH 

lown D{Str'lct 1 "2 46,231§ 14,184" N/A 60,415" 124,185 89,925" 5,885 
Kahsas-Dlstrlct 1 4 18,309 1,810 NH 20,119 35,312j 6,726 NH 
l<enlucl<y-,.Clrcu\t 1 1 75,628 10,825 NH 86,483 58.,859 12,732 NH 
L.oulsiana District" 6 N/A N/A NH N/A 122,633 212,523 NH 
MaIne-Superior <I 7,394 4,100 NH 11,494 5,158 8,734 NH 
Maryland-Circuit 2 N/A N/A N/A N/A 57 ,330 29,726 25,el0 
Massachusetts-Superior 2 85,301 37,967 NH 123,266 32,247 35,483 NH 
MichIgan TOTAL. 100,274 15,361'§ NH 115,835'§ 133,180 57,130-§: NH 

CIl'cuit 1 3 100,043 8,804 NH 108,847 132,202 27,576 NH 
R~corderls NH 3 NH 6,557"" NH 6,557·" NH 29,554'9 NH 
Ciillmsl< \,:,"; 1 NI-J 231 NH NH 231 978 NH NH 

Minnesota District 3 7 7,237 1,227 N/A 8,4649 21,342 7,991 N/A 
Mls"l$stppi-TOTAL 

2" 
N/A N/A N/A N/A 52,889 7,445 N/A 

Circuit 1 N/A N/A NH N/A 15,223 7,445 NH 
'CI,aneer"Y 1 NH N/A NH N/A N/A 37,666 NH N/A 

Mlssoll"i Circuitfll 1 2 59,093 8,765 8,217 76,075 74,314 17,760 18,7fil 
Montana-District N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Nebraska-District 1 1 N/A N/A NH N/A 15,229 6,643 NH 
Nel/ada-Distrtct N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
New Hampshire Sllperlor 5 7 16,835 3,773 NH 20,608 17,398 6,321 NH 
New Jersey-Superior & County 4 2 43,955 23,178 NH 67,133 63,231 31,500 NH 
NeW Mexico-DIstrict 1 2 19,798 ~,913 2,120 23,831 30;:374 4,771 5,454 
New Yorl<-Sup"eme &Courlty 1 1 63,156 N/A NH 63,156" 119,009 35,754 NH 
North Carollna Superior 1 7 13,5170 16.327 NH 29,844 10,9190 53,505 NH 
North DIlI(ota-Distr'lct 1 2 3,873 273 224 4,370 8,430 1,076 855 
Ohio-Common Pleas 1 1 172,169§ 6,099 21,322 199,59Q§ 249,822 31,554 194~28a 
Oklahomll-Dist,.icl: 1 2 109,255 32,427·lj 2,047 143,729'" 157,853 66,716' 8,311 
Ol"eson TOTAL. 39,767 4,019+ N/A 43,7136" 47,064 14,360 11,305 

Clrcllit 5 39,671 P 4.019+ N/A 43,690" 46,832 14,380 11,305 
Texq 

NH "96 NH NH 96 232 NH NH 
Pennsyivanla Common Pleas 
'& Philadelphia MunIcipal 1 1 40,840" 28,064 4,388 73,292 143,8321' 109,894 39,882 

Rhode 'Island-Superlol' 1 2 N/A N/A NH N/A 6,542 3,665 NH 
South Cai'o\ina-C(rcl,llt, N/A N/A !(N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

,South Dakota-CircuitS 1 2 " N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 4,210 
Tennessee TOTAL. v 54,111+ 14,948+ NH 69,119+ 80,724 29,462 NH 

Circuit & crIminal 2 ~ 35 91i0+ 14,948+ NH 50,928+ 46,589 29,462 NH 
ChaMsry NH ! 15;451+ NH NH 15,451 t 29,669 NH NH 
Law and equity NH 2, 740t NH NH 2,740+ 4,566 NH NH 

'(I -r",xas DlstrictU 1 246,045 68,720 5,764 320,529 264,888 80,7;)2 11,919 
Utllh-Dlstr'lct 4 7,817 81 NH 7,898 26,029 2,643 NH 
Ver'moht TOTAL. 22,120 :4,009; 267 26,398' 21,748 16,954' 968 

5"'p"l"\or 2 6,529 20 NH 6,549 6,275 44 NH 
Dls'I"let 1 4 

" 
15,591 3,989' 267 19,847' 15,473 16,910" 968 

Vlrglnla-t:lrcult 1 1 79,058T 11.420+ NH 90, 478t "62,938 41,644 NH 
Washington Superior 1 1 N/A N/A N/A N/A 90,663 14,048 11,929 
Wl;lst Virginia-Cll"cult N/A N/A. N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Wisconsln-Glrc;"it & County 1 2 90,923§ 20,461' N/A 111,384"" 192,243" 55,710" N/A 
Wyomln2-Distrlct 1 2 N/A N/A N/A N/A 7.987v 1,629 N/A 

D GUide to UNiT OF OOI;JNT,coium,,"~ 
Criminal cases Clvll cases .' «""- ~ 

1. F'llIng of a petmon 01" C01"pl'aint. 1. The number of defendants on each Informa- 4_ The number' of Informations, Indictments, 
2. Place merit on the Jury ol~nonjury calendar. tlon or Indictment. or complaints_ 
(3. F'II lI'1g of note of Issue.. ~ 2. The number pf informations or indictments. 5. The case. 
4. F\Hng. cHlrst answ","=", 3. The number of defendants on each Informa- 6_ The case number assigned at arraignment. 
5 .• No cons\st"mt definition used_ tion, Indictment, or complaint. 7. No cOrlsistent definition Used. 
SEE ALPHABETICAL FOOTNOTES ON PAGES 8-7. 
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disposed during 1975, and pending at the 'Snd of 1915 in courts of general jur~diction, by State. 
Disposed End pending Population Number 

~~T~o~t~e~I ____ ~~C~IV~[~I _____ C~r~[m~[n~a~[~ __ ~J~u~ven7i~le~ ____ <iT~o~t~al~ ______ ~C~[~V~n~~ __ C~r~lm~[n~e~l~~J~uv~e~n~[l~e~ __ ~~l'~o~ta~l~ __ ~I~n~t~ho~u~s~an~d~s~~O~f~jsu~d~ge~s~ 
101,646 75,981 25,980 N"H 101,961 45,554'1' 10,337 NH 55,891+ 3,614 102, 
11,744 6,327 955 1,121. 8,403 7,382 571 'N/A 7,953§ ',352" 17 
80,517§ 56,389a 13,045 3,222§ 72,656§ 61,554a 5,!:i41 794§ 67,889§ 02,224 ,72' 
71,428 50,025§ 12,233 (b) 62,2588 49,3869 7,635 (b) 57,021§ .2,116 55 
32,795 19,077 12,233 (b) 31,310 14',.585" 7,636 (b) 22,220 '29 
38,633 30,948§ NH NH 30,948§ 34,:SPf§ NH NH 34,801 5 ,7'" ,~ '26 

602,470 370,651 52,525 74,312 497,388 N/A N/A N/A N/A 21,185 501 
121,168 78,391 11,998 20,138 110,527 7(),576 10,031 8,795 89,402 2,534 87 I' 
118,912 73,345 11,998 20,1:38 105,481 64,904d 10,031 8,795 83,730d 87''--' 

__ ~2~'72~56~ ____ ~5~,~0~4=6 ______ ~N~H~~ ____ ~N~H~ _______ ~=6~,=0~46~ ____ -=~5~,6~7~2~ ____ ~N~H~ ____ ~~~IH~ ______ ~6~,~6~7=2~ ______ =-~~~~~7-__ 
30,117 24,157 3,773 NH 27,930 32,979 3,370 NH 36,349 3,095 .. :\ 45 
13,710 7,051 3,807 NH 10,a68 14,189 2,014 NH 16,203 579 14 
11,260 4,878 3,807 NH 8,685 6,602 2,014 NH 8,616 11 
2,460 ~,173 NH NH 2,173 7,587 NH NH 7.687 3 

213,961* 168,478§ 31,039* 7,410 200.927·... 13,1499§ 6,816* 1,963 21,928og§ '716 44 
399,181 227,925 72,443 57,315 357,683 229,856 52,242 20,767 602,865 6,657 272 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A "N/A N/A N/A N/A 4,926 88 
26,728 16,659 2,128 7,749 26,546 19,379 1,803 2,949 24,131 865 22 
26,490 16,434 2,128 7,749 26,(311 19,256 1,803 2,949 24,008 °22", 

49 38 NH NH 38 76 NH NH 76 
189 197 NH' NH 197 47 NH NH 47 

79,349* 34,499 33,5\37* 7,374, 75,470' 20,670§ 6,678* 2,051 29, 299'§ 820 88 
12,812 9,411 3,260 1"6 12,677 7,53SS 623 4 8,362'§ 24 
66,537' 26,068 30,347* 7,358 62,700" 13,135 5,756' 2,047 20,007' 64 

1,181 ,494* 602,054 491,022" 30,266 1,123,(;\42" N/A N/A N/A N/A 11,145 603 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 5,311 146 
~VA N/A N/A NH N/A N/A N/A NH N/A ' B4 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 56 
N/A NH N/A NH N/A ,NH , ' N/A NH N/A 4 

219,79,,* 117, 767§ 86.141* 6,535 208,443'" 47,083§ 18,96B* N/A 66,061"§ 2,870 1131 
42,038 36,176 6,636 NH 41,811 16,,446 1,900 NH 20,346 P.,267 63 
71,591 49,449 12,608 NH 62,057 84",882'1' 10,834* NH 95,716+ 3,396 82 

~3±3=5,~,1~5~6~--~9~3~,~11~1~--~2=0~4,~9~4~50-----~N~H~--~J~~2~9~8~,o~66~----~~N~/A~~--~~N~/A~----~N*H+-------~N~/iAf-------~3~,~7~971----~1~2~5~--
13,892 4,384 ",8,990 NH 13,354 61!lst 3,844+ NH 12,032+ 1,059 14 

112,266 53,570 27,685 24,627 105,882 N/A N/A N/A N/A 4,098 85 
--:;.;;6:;;7~,7;;3~O:;"r--;,;:2i:;7~,5~5~e;-____ .:;3;-;4C'-'.;;0~86:;. _____ ~N:'iHc7-_____ -::.:6;,:1~':,c6",44:iT ___ ..o:8::;9~!,;9;;'9;:0:c-_~3;;9~,,",3~6:;;4= ___ -iN~Hc7-___ --;i:!1,9 ,064 6,828 46 

190,310"§ 123,284 54,897* NH 178,181 ~ 110,170 19,125*§ NH 129, 295·§ 9,157 15B 
159,778 122,334 24,349 NH 146,683 1 0l)',,91'1i 12,031 NH 121,942 138 

29,5tl4"§ NH 30,548" NH 30,646* NR 7,094"§ NH 7,09.4+§ 20 
978 950 NH NH 950 ,259 , NH NH 259 

29,333 11 20,334 7,453 N/A 27, 787§ 8;261'¥ 1,763'¥ N/A' 10,024f.§ 3,926 701 
60,334§ 29.645 5,307 N/A 34.952§ N/A: N/A N/A N/A 2,346 65 
22,668 12,153 S,G07 NH 17,460 N/A N/A NH N/A 30 
37,666!! 17,492 NH N/A 17,492§ N/A NH N/A N/A 36 

110,825 70,357 16,257 """18,372 102,9a6 63,050 10,268 10;596 83,914 4,763 111 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 748 26 

21,872 14,272 6,006 NH 21,208 N/A NIt\. NH N/A 1,546 45 

2S ~;~ 16 ~;:, 6 ~~~ ~~A ',' ~-;;2:O'l:'::~ 43o,/A:;;3;"'~-----:;1"'8:'::~47/ :;.,1"'+:------:;4.:.;~5~/~"'~"" +=------i:~7.~.;;A:::-----::22-;:;N'-;,t~:r:;9:J:+--~----~:~~:;::~'----'~;:;:~~ 
94,731 57,872 27,248 NH 85,120 49,314 27,430 NH 76,744 7,316 201 
40,599 31,786 4,588 4,888 41,262 17,305+ 2,096 2.,734+ 22,1:31;+., 1,147 32 

154,783 114,731 38,674 NH 153,406 67, 170n § N/A NH 67, 110nli " 18,120 367 
64,424 9.22~-o 52,551 NH 61,773 1I:i,214° 17 ,281 NH 32,495 5,451 56 

8.361 7,3M 1,063 897 9,:311 2,952 286 162 3,420 635 19 
475,664 260,167 31,230 196,503 477,900 166,622§ 6,423 19,101 192,052§ 10,759 296 

72,729 46,036 14,383 N/A 60,41B~ 40,655 3,996 N/A 44,661§ 2,2Be 67.,6 
72,497 45, 890P 14,383 N/A 60, 273§ 40,472 3,996 N/A 44,468§ 66.5 

232,880' 132,836 61,352" 6,87a' 201,061* 134,27:1' 37,677*§ 3,485 175,434"§ 2,712 186 

232 145 NH NH 145 183 NH NH 183 1 

1293,608 
10,207 

N/A 
4,210§ 

110,186 
76,051 
29,569 
4,566 

357,609 
28,672 
39,670' 

6,319 
33,361" 

104,682 
116,640 

N/A 
247,953*§ 

9,616§v 

138,391" 
N/A 
N/A 

16,116 
60,660 
46,119 
28.336 
4,200 

240,243 
21,343 
2,1,871 
6,020 

15,851 
59,553 
76, 829§ 

N/A 
229,143 

7,332w 

104,576 
N/A 
N/A 

12,470 
28,396 
28,396 

NH 
NH 

80,440 
2,647 

16,397' 
45 

16,362" 
41,630 
14,284 

N/A 
57,033" 
1,357'" 

36,350 
NH 
N/A 

3, 972§ 
NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

1;1,361 
NH 
980 

NH 
980 

NH 
N/A 
N/A 

15,760 
N/A 

Guide to symbols + 
N/A This case type is handled by the court, 

but the data are not available. 
NH This case type Is not handled Inlhls court, 

Minor traffic and minor ordinance cases + 
are not InclUded for those courts 
handlln~ tl1em. 

281,317 
N/A 
N/A 

62, 558§ 
109,056 
76,515 
28,336 
4,203 

333,044 
23,990 
39,248· 

6,065 
33,183" 

101,193 
91,113!! 

N/A 
sOt,936" 

6, 689"',§ 

46,2811' 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

54,235 
34,450 
16,682 
3,103 

270,690 
12,503 
21,997 
6,784 

15,213 
92,433 

N/A 
N/A 

·91,', 164§ 
, N/A 

33.362 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

16,014 
16,014 

NH, 
NH 

68,982 
77 

4,566' 
19 

4,547" 
11,434 

N/A 
N/A 

19,138' 
N/A 

The number of pendtl1!;1' cases Was ·computed 
by NCSP staff when rtllngs, dispOSitions, 
and either beginning or end pending were 
available. 
Change In pending does not equal the dif
ference between filings and dispositions. 
Numbers appear as reported In the source 
docUment. 
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$,920 
NH 
N/A 
N/A 

86,593 11,827 285 
N/A 927 16 
N/A 2,(l18 25 
N/A 683 37 

NH 
NH 
NH 
NH 

6,322 
NH 

255 
NJ'l 
256 

NH 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

§ 

70,249 4,188 109 
60,464 tat 
16,682 S1 t 

3,103 5 
344,994 12,237 261 

12,560 1,206 21 
26,816+ 471 18 
'6,803 7 

20,015" 11 
93,867 4,007 103 

N/A 3,644 100 
N/A 1,803 58 

110,29R*§ 4,607 182 
N/A' 374 ~ 

Not all data were available for Inclusion In 
the total. E)(planatlon wIll be provided in 
State Court Caseload Statistics: Annual 
Report. 1975. 

SEE ALPHABETICAL FOOTNOTES ON 
FOLLOWING PAGe:. ' 



,,Vp.riations in completeness 
and accuracy of data 

," 

Al t states were requested to providE:! 
complete bi"'eakdowns for civil, criminal, 
and juvenile cases in their general jurisdic-

,) 

tioncourts. Whereas 6 states, could provide 
'no data at all, the remaining 44 and the Dis-' 

joe) trict of Columb,a proV,ded .at least criminal 
I' and civil breakdoWns for total cases pro

ce$se;d in 1975. There were 22 States and 
the District of ColL~mbia that reported 
juvenile cases as part of their general 

6 jurisdiction cdtlrt data, whereas general 
jurisdiction courts in 19 States did not 

"process juveni Ie cases. Three States pro
c~ssed juvenile cases as part of their 
'general jurisdiction case load but collected 
no data For juvenile cases. The six Sb3,tes 
that previded no general jur~sdictton data 
for 1975, however, indicated that they 
processed juvenile cases as part of the 
general jurisdiction case load. 

Extensive effor~s were'required to vali
'date the classifications of the data provided 

:n) by the States and to avoid further distor>
Uon of the data received. No attempt, how
ever, was made by the National Court 
Statistics Project staff to assess the under
lying validity or accura~y of the data re
ceived from ~he States. For example, the 
cumulati.v,(~ 9tatistics for case categories 
publishedt"t::y the Stat~s frequently did not 
agree with reported totals within each 
category. ) Such discrepancies were seldom 
footnoted' or eXplaint?O in published State 
reports., 

These questions of va.l idity and accuracy 
of source data, as well as previously dis
cussed caveats concerning variation in court 
structure and subject matter jurisdiction 

" among the States, make it 'imperati.ve that 
the data contained i.n this report bE} usedwtth 
extreme caution. Care must be exercised 
I~n attempting to compare even the broadest:. 
ilbategori.es of caseflow for '1975. Direct 
licomparisons of the statistics for any two 
jurisdictions present\3d in this repor·t are 
questionable and quite probably invalid. 
Meaningful comparis6ns among the jurisdic
tions require more compl,~te information 
about each jurisdiction's court structure, 

6 

operating procedures, statistical'reporting 
procedures, and demographic characteris
tics. 

Availability of data 

The data contained in this advance 
report were' extracted from State Court 
Caseload Statistics: Annual Report, 1975, 
to be published in the -?pring. That repo!'"·t 
contains data not included here;sL,lch as 
appellate caseflow, some data from courts 
of limited and special jurisdiction, and' 
felony trial,. data and time-to-disposition 
data for the few States reporting on these 
subjects. In addition, the annual report 
contains information on the organiza.tion of 
each Stat~ court system. The at."ln'ual report 
wi 11 be announced and distributed by the 
National Cri.minal Justice Ref~rence Ser
vice, Box 6000, Rocl<ville, Md. 20850, 
When it becomes avai lable. Persons with 
a special need for data before then should 
contact the Director, Statistics Division, 
National Criminal Justice Information and 
Statistics Service; LEAA, Washington J 

D. C. 20531, telephone (301) 492-9077. 

Footnotes to Table 

Arizona Superior Court . 
aDoes not include data from Maricopa 

County on adoption, reciprocal support, 
or mental heal th cases. 

Arkansas Circuit Court 
bCriminal data contain a nominal number 
of juvenile cases and juvenile appeals. 

Colorado District Court 
cIncludes da!a ft"om the Denver Superior J 

Juvenile, and Probate Cour'ts. 
dpending figures do riot balance OWing to 

the inclusion of Denver Probate Court 
fil ings and dispositions. No pending 
data were available for this court. 

eTotal fit ings include postjudgn1ent 
actions. 

Colorado Water Court 
fOata for this court are included with the 
general jurisdi.ction courts because 
district court judges serve. 

D 
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District of Columbia Superior Court 
grn'cludes an upward adjustment of 16 
cases in the number of pending cases 
for habeas cbrpus cases. 

Hawai i Land Court and Tax Court 
hData for this court ~re included with the 
general jurisdiction courts because 
circuit judges serve .. Some land cases 
are also handled in the Circu.it Court. 

Iowa District Court 
i Does not include 3 substitute magistrates 

and 1 Q1 part-time magistrates .. 
kansas District Court 

jData from this court are included with 
the general jurisdiction courts because 
circui t judges' serve. 

Louistana Dt,strict Court 
klncoll'iplete data were submi.tted for st. 

Martin, ,St. Helena, ar,d Terrebonne 
pal~ishes and Orleans Cri.minal District 
court. ' 

Minnesota District Court 
ID~es not include two juvenile judges. 
Juveni Ie data for the court were not 
available'. 

.Missouri Cl'rcuit Court 
mlncludes data on Court of Common 
Pleas. Circuit court judges serve in 
the Court of Cofiimoh Pleas. 

Ne'vv York Supreme and County Court 
nChange i.n pending does not equal dif
ference in fi.l ings and dispositions ow'ing 
to adjustment made by the court. 

North Carolina Super:-iqr Gourt . 
o Addi ti ona lly,. there were 25, 263 estates 

files, 24,278 di.sposed, and 42,946 pend
ing at the end and 26, :;349 special pro
ceedings filed, 23,974 disposed, and 
23,293 pending at the end. These 
matters are handled by the clerk of the 
Superior Court and hence. Were not: 
it'1cluded; 

Oregon Circuit Court 
PDispositi.ons and beginning..-of-year pend

i.ng for estates includes cases handled by 
the county court. The filings and end
of-year pending for the county court are 
presented in the limi.ted jurisdiction 
court. 

Oregon Tax Court 
qData from this court are included with 

-It u.s. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1978- 281-387:4 
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the general jurisdiction courts because 
ORS 805.405 designates the;' tax'·cour..t as 
one of general jurisdiction within the, 
substanti ve areas defined by ORS 305.410. 

Pennsylvani.a Common Pleas Court c, 
r Does not include 28,902 cases filed, 
38.770 cases dis,?osed, and 15,272 
cases pending at the end of the year, all 

'of whi.ch were assigned to boards of~ 
arbitration. 

South Dakota Circuit Court 
sNo data were available for toe Lay 

Magistrates or Lawyer Magistrat~s 
Divisio,ns of the Circuit Court. 

Tennes$ee Circuit and Criminal Court 
tFi\/'$ of the circUit judges are also 
chancellors. 

Texas District Court 
ulncludes data on District, Crih"linal 
District, Domestic Relations, and 
Juveni Ie courts. ' 

Wyoming District Court 
Voata were not available For juvenile, 
guardianship, adoption, workmen ',s 

."1' 

compensation, or probate cases. " 
Wrncludes only dispositions of cases filed 

in i974 and 1975. -
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