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Introduction 

Few people appreciate the dramatic rate of increase of arson in 
recent years. Arson may be the most neglected crime in the country. 
In part this is due to the difficulty of trying to determine whether 
arson is a police problem or a fire department responsibility. 

Arson is both like an orphan and like a child whose 
separated parents are fighting constantly over its 
custody. Clearly, it is a law enforcement problem; 
there are laws against arson and they must be enforced. 
But the immediate impact of an arson fire is on the 
firefighter who puts out the fire and thus is in a 
unique position to bear the responsibility for arson 
detection. The third side of the triangle is the victim 
of the arson, who may be the owner of the property 
which is burned, the insurance company which absorbs 
the risk of the owner and his banker, or the innocent 
bystander who loses his life. Wherever arson is 
encountered there is some kind of a division of 
responsibility, effective or not effective. l 

Roughly speaking, arson is the willful and malicious burning of 
another's property or the burning of one's own property for some 
improper purpose such as to defraud an insurer. For reporting 
purposes the Wisconsin Crime Information Bureau defines arson as 
"Violations of statutes and ordinances relating to arson and attempted 
arson. In the event a death results from arson, the incident would 
be classified as murder. If personal in j ur1 results, the situation 
would be classified as aggravated assault." As a crime, arson is 
unique: usually an investigation must be conducted before it is even 
known that a crime was committed. Legally, the cause of a fire must 
be assumed to be accidental or natural until proven otherwise. Unfor
tunately, due to a lack of trained investigators, many fires are only 
perfunctorily investigated or are not investigated at all. 

The Property Loss Research Bureau, an affiliate of the American 
Mutual Insurance Alliance, a non-profit association of over one 
hundred insurance companies, is constantly reminding the public 
that the actual dollar losses resulting from arson are much higher 
than property loss reports indicate. Indeed, the Bureau puts 
the annual real cost of arson at between ten to fifteen billion 
dollars: 

1 

2 

The problem is that many enforcement agencies, 
legislators, government administrators and opinion 
leaders do not realize that arson fires touch all of 

Arson: America's Malignant Crime, prepared for the National Fire 
Prevention and Control Administration, U.S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington, D.C., September 1976, page 9. 

Department of Justice, Crime Information Bureau, Crime and 
Arrests 1977. 
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society in many ways. Employees lose jobs and income. 
Towns and cities lose tax dollars from destroyed industry. 
Property taxes have to be increased to support expanded 
fire and police department activities. Personal property 
is damaged or destroyed. Burned out buildings create blighted 
areas. Property damage causes increased insurance ra~es. 
Innocent people are injured or killed by arson fires. 

Arson as a National Problem 

Arson is a serious and rapidly growing crime. In 1975 4 the estimated 
loss from arson was $1.4 billion (more than any offense on the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Index of Serious Crimes).5 
The 1976 figure was believed to be close to $2 billion. According 
to the data for 1975, this included $1.3 billion lost in incendiary 
building fires, $80 million in incendiary motor vehicle fires 
and $60 million lost in incendiary wild-fires (forest and watershed 
areas). In addition to the property loss, there were 1,000 deaths 
including 45 firefighters and 10,000 injuries. Over the decade 
ending in 1975, incendiary building fires increased 325% (again, 
more than any of the Index offenses: murder, rape, aggravated 
assault, robbery, burglary, larceny and motor vehicle theft). 
Graph 1 compares the Average Annual Property Loss for Part 1 
offenses vis-a-vis arson. 

Graph 2 compares the total property loss by cause for Part 1 
offenses and arson. 

Consider the problem of arson as opposed to bank robberies. "In 
1974 the 3,500 bank robberies in the United States averaged $3,600 
in losses for a total loss of less than $13 million. During the 
same year, the 187,000 known or suspected incendiary fires averaged 
$3,300 in losses for a total loss of $616 mi11ion."o Admittedly, 
bank robberies are dramatic in the eyes of the public. Robbing a 
bank is a federal offense in addition to being a state crime. 
However, the seriousness of the arson problem cannot be minimized. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Property Loss Research Bureau, American Mutual Insurance 
Alliance, Chicago, Illinois, Arson Information Kit, 1977. 

All data found within this report is the most recent. One 
of the problems surrounding arson is the scope and accuracy 
of reporting by various police and fire departments. 

The Aerospace Corporation. Survey and Assessment of Arson and 
Investigation, prepared for the National Institute of Law 
Enforcement and Criminal Justice, LEAA, U.S. Department of 
Justice, Washington, D.C., October 1977. 

Ibid, page 32. 
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Average Annual Property Loss 

$9,099 

All Fires of 
Unknown 

Cause 

Incendiary 
. Fires 

Burglaries 

$166 

Larceny~ 
Theft 

$331 

Robbery 

$1,457 

Auto Theft 

"------ FBI Part 1 Crimes Against Property -----I 

NOTE: 1975 Data is most recent available. 
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Total Property Loss By Cause (in $billions) 

Unknown Fires 
Cause* 

1.4 

Burglaries Larceny~ 
Theft 

1.4 

Robbery Auto Theft Fires of Incendiary I 

'----- Arson Losses FBI Part 1 Crimes Against Property ____ -J 

Real dollar losses from arson are much higher than property loss reports indicate. Fire experts 
estimate $10-$15 billion is the real cost of arson when losses are assessed in terms of loss of 
jobs and income. the erosion of the tax base. increases in insurance premiums. medical costs 
for the injured and increased costs to fight fires. . 

NOTE: 1975 Data is most recent available. 
*Estimates are 50% of fires of unknown cause are arson. 
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Table 1 lists building fire losses by type, of occupancy for 1975. 

Table 1: Incendiary Building Fire Losses 7 
'DyTypeoI'Occupancy,'I975 

Estimated 
Total Average Loss from 

Type of Number % Arson Loss, All Arson 
Occupancy of Fires or Suspicious Fires ($) ($ millions) 

Schools and 35,000 75 3,500 93 
colleges 

Churches 5,400 51 6,300 17 

Storage 68,500 35 6,300 ~53 

Offices and' 8,100 34 6,900 ~.9 

banks 

Restaurants 26,800 ~l 2,400 20 

Hotels 30,200 25 2,300 17 

Retail stores 78,700 25 4,800 93 

Apartment 151,500 20 2,000 61 
buildings 

Hospitals 15,600 13 1,300 3 

Nursing homes 9,300 13 600 0.8 

Industrial 60,200 9 11,200 61 

Mobile homes 29,700 7 2,600 5 

Family 661,400 7 1,200 53 
d\'le11ings 

Table 2 lists property losses from Serious Crime for 1975 

7 The Aerospace Corporation, Ope cit., page 9. 
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Table 2: Property Losses from Serious Crimes, 1975 8 

Offense 

Robbery 

Burglary 

Larceny 

Auto Theft 

Arson 
Incendiary and 
suspicious 

Incendiary and 
suspicious plus 1/2 
unknown cause 

a 69% was recovered. 

Property Loss 
($ millions) 

142 

1,181 

816 

84la 

616 

1,284 

Average Loss 
per Offense ($) 

321 

391 

156 

1,246 

3,294 

2,558 

Other national statistics to consider when looking at the problem 
of arson are: 

Of those arrested for arson, 59% were under 18. 

Of those arrested for arson, 90% were male. 

Of those arrested for arson, 80% of the subjects are White. 

In brief, the typical arson arrestee was young, White, and 
male. 

The motives for arson are quite diverse. They include 
financial profit, revenge, spite, jealousy, crime concealment, 
intimidation, vandalism, excitement, pyromania and fraud. 

Arson in Wisconsin 

Nationally arson has been referred to as a 'tip of the iceberg' 
crime. The public is exposed to an isolated arson. These isolated 
fires generally do not make a great impression. In the aggregate, 
however, they constitute a serious problem. This same assessment 
may be made about the problem of arson in Wisconsin. 

8 The Aerospace Corporation, Ope cit., page 9. 

• 



-7-

In response to the increased interest in arson in Wisconsin, the 
Crime Information Bureau (CIB) conducted a six-month survey of 
law enforcement agencies. CIB requested information on the number 
of arsons known to them: 9 

Table 3: 

State Summary 
Arsons Known to Wisconsin Law Enforcement Aqencies 

January - June 1978 

Number Average 
of Est. Dollar Value Value 

Arsons of Damage/Loss Per Offense 

State of Wisconsin* 584 $6,372,844 $10,912 

*Based on reports received from law enforcement agencies serving 
98% of Wisconsin's population. 

Table 4 lists losses incurred over the past five years, reported 
to the Arson Bureau: 

1972 

Table 4: Arson Losses in Wisconsin 1972-7710 

(in millions of dollars) 

1973 1974 1975 1977 Total 

$2.4 $2.6 $4.2 $3.4 

1976 

$5.9 $4.3 $22.8 

The figures do not fully accentuate the fiscal impact that fires 
in general and arson in particular have had over the past few 
years. Indeed, within the last five years the total dollar amounts 
paid out by insurance companies to cover fire losses in this 

* state amounted to almost $200 million. ll A conservative estimate 

9 Wisconsin Department of Justice, Crime Information Bureau, 
HOl)ort: 7\rsons Known to Wisconsin Law Enforcement Agencies 
January-June 1978, page 1. A complete copy of the CIB survey 
can be found in Attachment B. 

10 

11 

Wisconsin Department of Justice, Division of Criminal Investiga
tion, Arson Bureau, Annual Reports, 1969-77, Madison, Wisconsin. 

Ibid. 
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is that 25% or $50 million of that amount was paid out as a result 
of arson-related fires. Unlike some other states, the responsibility 
for investigation of arson in Wisconsin is clearly defined. 

Fire chiefs in Wsiconsin are responsible12 for investigating every 
fire in which damage exceeds $500 and where the investigation shows 
that the fire may be of incendiary origin. The fire must be 
reported to the state fire marshal. Accordingly, the responsibility 
for fire and arson investigation is as follows: 

a. Fire chiefs are solely responsible for fire investigation. 

b. Fire chiefs and the state fire marshal have joint 
responsibility for arson detection. 

c. The state fire marshal and local law enforcement have 
joint responsibility for arson investigation. 

Table 5 lists the number of cases handled by the DOJ Arson Bureau 
and the percent of those which were determined to be caused by 
arson for 1972-77: 

1972 

450/41% 

Table 5: State Arson Bureau: Cases/% Arson13 

1973 

486/46% 

1974 

452/50% 

1975 

533/30% 

1976 

518/40% 

1977 

349/47% 

12 Section 165.55, Wisconsin Stats., reads: 

13 

"(I) The chief of the fire department or company 
of every city, village and town in which a fire 
department or company exists, and where no fire 
department or company exists, the city mayor, 
village president or town clerk shall investigate 
or cause to be investigated the cause, origin 
and circumstances of every fire occurring in his 
city, village or town by which property has 
been destroyed or damaged when the damage exceeds 
$500, and on fires of unknown origin he shall 
especially investigate whether the fire was the 
result of negligency, accident or design. Where 
any investigation discloses that the fire may 
be of incendiary origin, he shall report the 
same to the state fire marshal." 

Arson Bureau, OPe cit., Annual Reports. 

.. 
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To a certain extent, the F~riousness of the arson problem has 
not been lost by the Legislature. During the last session, the 
penalties for arson of buildings and damage of property by 
explosives have been increased. (See Attachment A.) 

Conclusion 

Historically, the attitude of police has often been that arson is 
a fire problem and that responsibility for arson lies completely 

t within the fire service. Arson, however, is a crime and fire
fighters are not trained to investigate criminal matters. 
Nationally, current arson arrest and conviction rates are low -
about nine persons arrested, two convicted, and .07 incarcerated, 
per 100 fires classified as arson. 14 A number of factors may 
contribute to the problem of addressing arson: 

14 

1. Nationally and within Wisconsin there is a shortage 
of trained investigators. For example, since 1947 
two additional state fire marshals have been added 
to the Department of Justice Arson Bureau. There are 
now nine investigators to cover the state of Wisconsin. 

2. There are usually no witnesses. Most arson is committed 
at night. 

3. There are investigative difficulties due to the 
destruction caused by the fire and by its extinguishment. 

4. There is sometimes confusion about the responsibility 
of the police and the fire service in arson investigations. 
(This is less of a problem in Wisconsin.) 

5. There are difficulties in prosecuting arson cases since 
prosecutors often rely on circumstantial evidence. Once 
arson has been established, the prosecution centers on 
implication of the defendant. Again, witnesses are 
few (unlike robbery or assault), so a complex circum
stantial case must usually be constructed. Such a case 
usually requires greater trial prep~ration and more 
experience on the part of the prosecutor. Oftentimes· 
this expertise can not be found in the district attorney's 
office.- Further, the low success rate and high work 
demands of arson cases make them most unattractive to 
prosecutors, who are usually already ove.rburdended with 
cases. 

The State of Wisconsin fares better than the national average. 
In 1977 of 48 arson cases brought by the Arson Bureau to court, 
36 or 75% resulted in convictions. Fifteen of those convictions 
resulted in jail sentences and 21 were put on ~robation. 
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The Wisconsin Council on Criminal Justice (WCCJ) has allocated 
money in Program l2-Cross Systems: Subprogram D-Technical 
Assistance of the 1979 Action Plan to conduct a statewide 
conference on arson. The mission of the conference is twofold: 
(1) to identify and assess. the problem of arson throughout the 
state and (2) to identify the appropriate WCCJ responses to the 
problem of arson. It is anticipated the conference will lead 
to a constructive and judicious response on the part of WCCJ 
to the problem of arson. Areas which could be addressed by 
this agency are: 

Training: Increased training for arson investigators and 
for judges and prosecutors in the technicalities of arson 
cases. 

Personnel: More arson investigators, especially multi
jurisdictional investigators. 

Cooperation: Increased cooperation between the Police and 
Fire Departments to clarify responsibilities. (For example, 
the City of Madison Police Department works with the Fire 
Department by way of a special arson squad.) 

Education: Greater emphasis on public awareness. 

.. 
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Attachment A 

Arson Related Penalties 

943.02 Arson of Buildings; Damage of Property by Explosives 

(1) Whoever does any of the following is guilty of a Class 
B Felony. 

(a) By means of fire, intentionally damages any building 
of another without his consent; or 

(b) By means of fire, intentionally damages any building 
with intent to defraud an insurer of that building; 
or 

(c) By means of explosives, intentionally damages any 
property of another without his consent. 

(2) In this section "building of another" means a building 
in which a person other than the actor has, a legal or 
equitable interest which the actor has no right to defeat 
or impair, even though the actor may also have a legal 
or equitable interest in the building. Proof that the actor 
recovered or attempted to recover on a policy of insurance 
by reason of the fire is relevant but not essential to 
establish his intent to defraud the insurer. 

(For a Class B felony, imprisonment not to exceed 20 years. 
Prior penalty was fifteen years.) 

943.03 Arson of Property Other Than Building 

Whoever, by means of fire, intentionally damages any property 
(other than a building) of another without his consent, if the 
property is of the value oli $100 or more is guilty of a Class E 
felony. 

(For a Class E felony, a fine not to exceed $10,000 or imprison
ment not to exceed 2 years, or both. Previous penalty was 
three ye'ars and a $1, 000 fine.) 

943.04 Arson With Intent, to Defraud 

Whoever, by means of fire, damages any property (other than 
a building) with intent to defraud an insurer of that property 
is guilty of a Class D felony. Proof that the actor recovered 
or attempted to recover on a policy of insurance by reasons of 
the fire is relevant but not essential to establish his intent 
to defraud the insurer. 

(For a Class D felony, a fine not to exceed $10,000 or imprison
ment not to exceed five years, or both. Prior penalty: $1;000 
fine or imprisonment for not more than five years or both~) 
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Howard G. Bjorklund '"I 

Division Administrator 

ARSONS KNOWN TO WISCONSIN LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES 
JANUARY-JUNE, 1978 

A great deal of attention has reaently bern foaused on the 
a~ime of arson. This report is in response t~ that growing 
interest and aontains the results of a Semi-Annual Survey of 
Wisaonsin law enforaement agenaies requesting information on 
the number of arsons known to them. The data aolleated are 
based on aooperative efforts among law enforaement agenaies~ 
fire departments and the Wi8aonsin Justiae Department's Arson 
Bureau. 

For many years the inaidenae of seven types of arimes 
(murder~ foraible rape, robbery, aggravated assault, burglary~ 
theft and motor vehiale theft) has been used in the Uniform 
Crime Reporting Program as a Crime Index to measure the general 
extent~ fluatuation, distribution and nature of arime in our 
Boaiety. The reaently-enaated Appropriations Bill for the 
United States Department of Justiae added arson to the list 
oj' Cr'ime Index offenses. Arson information wi l l be aol leated 
nationwide on a monthly basis and inaluded as a Crime Index 
offense. 

. STATE SUMMARY 
ARSONS KNOWN TO WISCONSIN LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES 

JANUARY-JUNE, 1978 

NUMBER AVERAGE 
OF EST. DOLLAR VALUE VALUE 

ARSONS OF DAMAGE/LOSS PER OFFENSE 

I STATE OF WISCONSIN* 584 $6,372,844 $10,912 

*Based on reports received from law enforcement agencies 
serving 98% of Wisconsin's population. 

Crime Information Bureau 

ri 

Division of Law Enforcement Services 
Wisconsin Department of Justice 
State Capitol 
Madison, Wisconsin 53702 
(608) 266-7314 
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CRH11l INIlOItMA'l'ION UURlJAU 
ARSONS: JANUARY-JUNll, 1978 

troMBER 
EST. DOLLAR V1\LUE NUMMII OF 

OF DAMAGE/LOSS l11" I,,"'r, 11111,1./111 VTl1.l11C 
ARSONS 

A!WO/lfl or UAAII<a:/wlJu 

STAn or WISCONSIN~ 584 $6 372 844 WIlITEFISH BAY (S) 0 $ 0 
ALL CITIES WIlITEWATER 1 $ 0 494 $5,614,8&3 WISCONSIN RAPIDS 2 $ 3,700 
CITIES OVER 250,000 

$ 
10,000-25,000 97 $1,341,440 I MI LWAUKEE) 136 126,561 
CITIES 5,000-10,000 

CITIES 50,000-250,000 ANTIGO 0 $ 0 
APPLETON 10 $ B12 ASHLAND 0 $ 0 
ORE!N BAY 5 $ 300 BARABOO 1 $ 10,000 
JANESVILLE 11 $ 15,753 BELOIT TOWN 0 $ 0 
KENOSHA 12 $ 3,600 BERLIN 0 $ 0 
MADISON 23 ~ 537,BDO BURLINGTON (S) 0 $ 0 
OSHKOSH 12 $ 171,535 BURLINGTON TOWN (S) 0 $ 0 
RACINE 44 $ 74,645 DELAVAN 1 $ 513,000 
WAUWATOSA 4 $ 2,900 ELM GROVE (S) 0 $ 0 
WEST ALLIS 21 $ 4,575 FORT ATKINSON 0 $ 0 

SO,OOO-fSO,OOO 142 $ 811,920 FOX POINT (5) 0 $ 0 
GERMANTOWN (5) 3 $ 1,300 

CITIES 25,000-50,000 GRAFTON (S) 0 $ 0 
BELOIT S $ 5,075 HALES CORNERS (S) 0 $ 0 
BROOKFIELD (5) 0 $ 0 HARTFORD (5) 9 $ SO 
£AU CLAIRE (5) 2 $ 157,260 HUDSON (5) 0 $ 0 tOND DU LAC 1 $ 27,000 JEFFERSON 0 $ 0 GREENl'IELD (S) 4 $ llO,100 KIMBERLY (5) 0 $ 0 
loA CRDS"E (S) 3 $ 6,567 LAKE GENEVA 0 $ 0 
MANITOWOC 5 $ 234 LI'I'TLE CHUTE (5) 0 $ 0 
HlNOMONElI: FALLS (5) 1 $ 25 MADISON TOWN (5) 0 $ 0 NEW BI!RLIN (S) 3 $ 335 Ml!RRILL 0 $ 0 SIIEBOllCAN 11l $ 7,365 MONONA (5) 1 $ 0 
SUPERIOR (5) 16 $ 147,_ ;5 MONROE 5 $ 40,100 
UW-MADISON (s) 5 $ 2,B50 NEW LONDON 1 $ 0 
WAUKESHA (5) 5 $ 9B OCONOMOWOC TOWN (s) 1 $ 0 WAUSAU 0 $ 0 ONALASKA (5) 2 $2,300,000 

25,000-50,000 71 $ 464,174 PLA'I'TEVILLE 0 $ 0 
PLYMOUTH 1 $ 100 

CITIES lO,000-25,000 PORT WASHINGTON (S) 1 $ 200 
BEAVER DAM 1 $ 1,546 PORTAGE 0 $ 0 aROWN DEER (s) 1 $ 20 PRAIRIE DU CHIEN 3 $ 250 CALEooNIA TOWN (s) 2 $ B,500 rutlNELANDER 0 $ 0 CEDARBURG (Sl 0 $ 0 RICE LAKE 0 $ 0 CHIPPEWA FALLS (5) 0 $ 0 RIPON 0 $ 0 
CUDAIiY (5) 5 $ 355 RIVER FALLS 0 $ 0 DE PER! (s) 14 $ 131,225 SHAWANO 0 $ 0 FITCHBURG (S) 4 $ 0 SHEBOYGAN FALLS 0 $ 0 FRANKLIN (5) 5 $ 63,050 SPARTA 0 $ 0 GLENOALI!: (S) 0 $ 0 STOUGHTON (S) 2 $ 300 
GREENOlILE (S) 1 $ ll,a70 StURGEON BAY 0 $ 0 KAUKAUNA (5) 4 $ 3,522 .. l'tlMAH 0 $ 0 tlARINE'l'l'E 1 $ 50 UW-PARltSIDE (5) 1 $ 0 HARSHFIELD 0 $ 0 UW-RIVER FALlS -1 $ 15 MENASHA (5) 4 $1,000,100 UW-WHI'l'EWATER 0 $ 0 
MENJl.SIIA TOWN (5) 0 $ 0 WAUPUN 0 $ 0 H!OOMONIE 1 $ 7 Wl!:STON TC1tIN 0 $ 0 
I'IEQUON (5) 3 $ 140 

5,000-10,000 33 $2,865,315 MIDDLETON (S) 0 $ 0 
m. PLEASANT TOWN (5) 1 $ 250 

CITIES UNDER 5,000 
MUBKEGO (&) 2 $ 60 ALGOMA 0 $ 0 
HEI!:NAIl (S) 13 $ 150 ALTOON1. (5) 0 $ 0 
OAK CREEK (5) 0 $ 0 BAYSIDE (5) 0 $ 0 OCONQIoIOWOC (5) 1 $ 500 BLACK RIVER FALLS 1 $ 503 SIIOREWOOD (S) 1 $ BOO BLOOMER (S) 2 $ 300 
SOUTH MILWAUKEE (5) 6 $ 0 BRILLION (S) 0 $ 0 
ST. FRANCIS (5) 2 $ 150 BRODHEAD 0 $ 0 
STEVENS POINT B $ 93,025 CHEtlEQUA (5) (l $ 0 
SUN PRAIRIE (5) 3 $ 300 CIIILTON (5) 0 $ 0 
TWO RIVERS 1 $ 0 CLINTONVILLE 0 $ 0 
UW-EAU CLAIRE (5) 0 $ 0 COLUMBUS 0 $ 0 
UW-HILWAUKl!:E (5) 1 $ 50 COMBINED LOCKS (S) 0 $ 0 
U'JI-OSHICOBH (II) 2 $ 0 DARLINGTON 1 $ 600 
WATERl'OWN 2 $ 20,050 DELAFIELD (5) 0 $ 0 
WEST BEND (S\ 5 $ 20 DlI:LAVAN TOWN 4 $ 1,500 

~ ~ Ba8~d on reports rQoeived from t~ 9nforosment agencies serving 98~ Of W~soons~n's poputation. 
(S) - Suburban City. 
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OF 
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O",'lLS !J,.KE ST. Pr., 0 
OO;:'(;I:."\I! LLt: 0 
EAST 1'RO\' 0 
EAS'l' TROY TOWN 0 
~DGl:R'rOIl 0 

ELlOlOIUI 0 
ELItOY 0 
r:VANS'JI WoE 0 
"ART"...hND (S) 0 
IIORICON 4 

r;F.\~AUNEI: 0 
KIElL 0 
LAD'lSNl'I1\ 0 
LAKE DELTON 0 
l.Al<F. f.I I u.s 0 

UNCASTER 0 
HAt.'STON 0 
MAYVILLE 0 
HCrARLIIND (5) 0 
MEDFORD 0 

HILTOtl 1 
11INERAL POII'.'T 0 
HIIlOo.:QUA 0 
HONT~LLO 0 
H09IUr.r. 0 

HUl\WOIlAGO (S) 0 
m:lu.sVI LI..E 0 
NEW HOLSTE III (S) 0 
NEW LISBON 0 
NEW RI::III-\O:;O (S) 0 

IlOFITII ro!1O DU LhC 0 
OCONTO 0 
OCO~;7"J F ,\u.s 0 
OReGer. Is) 0 
PARK rl\LLS 0 

PE511TICO 0 
PEWAUY.EE (5) 1 
~RESCO'M' 0 
REEDsa;.'p.::; 0 
RIeltLASO ceNTER 0 

11DT1I5:!lILD 0 
ShUK-I'MIRIJ:: 0 
SCH01i'!ELD 0 
SIIOlU.'WOOO HILLS (51 0 
STIINt.ElI (5) 0 

STIITE PROT. 5E!W. (5) 0 
5TODtl.'.RD 0 
S1'UI\Tr.VI\~'T (5) 0 
SUHHIT TOWN (5) DNI. 
TIII£N5VILLE (5) 0 

'Il:>MJ\AIIK 0 
1'WIN LA.KE5 (5) 0 
UIIIOIl GROVE (S) 1 
VIROQUA 0 
WASHaU1Ul 0 

WATER:.oo 0 
WAUl'f,CA 0 
W);:ST 1'.1LWIIUKES (5) 0 
IHSCONS!N DELLS 0 

UNDER ~,OOO 15 

SlIDUIUlMl l\IU:I\ SlIF.RtFf'S 
BROWN CO SO 6 
C;..LUH~T CO SO 0 
CIlI PPE.'WA CO SO 3 
DAlIE CO SO 5 
OOUGIJ'IS co .0 1 

P.:1\U Cl.11 UtE CO SO 0 
Kt:NOSlI/\ co so 11 
LA CR::>SSE CO so 0 
HIUI1\UY.F.F. CO $0 4 
OlrrIlCAHH: co SO 1 

L--_ 
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CRIME INI:CR.\I,\J'I0~' BUREAU 
ARSONS: J":W,\l(Y, JUn, 197t: 

EST, DOLLAR V;..Lt:E 
or 01>M>\GE/LOSS 

S 0 OZ.WYl::I: co St' 
S a p.Acn:r; co :;0 
$ 0 ST. CROIX CO SO 
S 0 WASil III,TO:, GO so 
$ 0 WIIl'KEllIIA ('0 SO 

S 0 WINI:EtlhOO ;;:0 so 

S 0 SU:;URBAN AREA SIIERI FFS 
$ (l 

S a RURAL AFEA SIIERIFFS 
S 250 AUA..".s CO so 

S 0 ASIlLA::D co so 

$ 0 BARROll CO SO 

S 0 BAYFIElD CO SO 

$ 0 BUFf'ALO CO SO 

$ 0 BURNETT CO SO 

$ a CLARK CO SO 

S 0 COLUMIJlA CO SO 

$ 0 CRAI,'FORD CO SO 

$ 0 DODGE CO SO 

S 0 DOOR CO SO 

$ 2,000 OUNN CO SO 

$ 0 rLOReNCE CO so 

$ 0 FOND DU I~C CO SO 

$ 0 FOREST CO 50 

$ 0 GRANT CO SO 

$ 0 GREEN CO so 

S 0 GREEN LAKE CO SO 

$ 0 IOWI CO SO 

S 0 IROIl CO SO 

$ 0 JACKSC:; co SO 

$ 0 JErrCRSON co so 

$ 0 JUtlF.,\U CO SO 

S 0 KEWAU/':J::!:: CO SO 

$ 0 IAF/WE1'TE CO SO 

$ 0 LANGU\DJ:: (,;0 Sf,.) 

$ 0 LIN<':OLN co so 

$ 100 ~IANI TCW0:: CO SO 

$ 0 HARA'l'1I0N CO SO 

S 0 ~~\Rr:;!::T1'r: co so 

$ 0 l"A!lQ:;ET'l'E CO SO 

S 0 IIF.NCt\!l."RE CO SO 

S 0 ~:O:;ROE CO SO 

$ 0 ocomo co SO 

$ 0 ONEIDA CO SO 

$ 0 PEPIN CO SO 

S 0 PIERCE CO SO 

$ 0 POL.'; CO 50 

$ 0 PORT(\GE CO SO 

DNA PRICE CO 1;0 

s 0 IUCIlLANIl CO SO 

$ D 
ROCK CO SO 

S 0 RUSY. CO SO 

;; 220 SAUK CO 50 

$ P 5AHYF.~ CO SO 

S 0 SHAWANO CO SO 

S 0 SIIEIlO::'GAN 'l'0 CO 

S 0 T1IYt.QR CO SO 

$ 0 TllDl?!::ALl::l\U CO SO 

$ 0 VERNO:l CO SO 

$ 5,473 VILAS co SO 
WALWORTII CO SO 
WASllil:.!""'! Co SO 

$ 1,220 WAUPACA CO SO 

$ 0 HAUSIlAR,\ CO SC 

$ 75,200 I-ioon CO SO 

$ 7,585 RU~l AREA SHERIFFS 
$ 25 

$ 0 All SliER 1 rFS' OfFICeS 
$ :nS,nil -
s 0 
S 5,31)0 
$ 200 

NlIMIIER 
EST, DOUAR VALUE: OF 

OF O"-"J..GE/LCSS ARSOllS 

0 $ 0 
3 $ 1,000 
0 $ 0 
4 $ 1,400 

[)!l,\ DNA 
5 $ 150,326 

43 $ 457,584 

a $ a 
1 $ 600 
0 $ 0 
0 $ 0 
1 $ 12,000 

1 S 0 
0 $ 0 
0 S 0 
0 $ 0 
4 $ 30,450 

1 $ 0 
1 $ 4,000 
0 $ 0 
3 $ 0 
1 $ 5,000 

0 $ 0 
0 S 0 
0 $ 0 
0 $ 0 
0 S 0 

? S 15,000 
1 S 100 
0 $ 0 
1 $ 20,000 
1 $ 1,000 

0 S 0 
1 S 0 
a s 0 
~ S 8,200 
1 S 400 

0 S 0 
tlNh D~\ 
DNA r.mA 

0 S 0 
1 S 20,000 

0 $ 0 
0 $ 0 
l' S 1,000 
2 $ JO,()OO 
0 S 0 

DNA otlA 
1 $ 0 
0 $ 0 
e $ 61,:ns 
0 S 0 

0 $ 0 
0 $ 0 
0 ~ 0 
2 $ 29,000 
1 $ !l,!>oo 
0 $ 0 
3 S 4,312 
0 S 0 
1 S !>oo 
2 $ 40,000 
~ S 12,000 

47 $ 300,311 

90 $ 7;7,961 
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eRnUl INfORHAHON BURt:AU 
ARSONS: JANUARY-JUND, 1978 

COUNTIES AXD REGlUNS 

NUMIJER 
EST, OOLU\l. VALIJr. 

AVERAGE t·:m:!lEIl 
Of' VALlIE ~~S'I', POIJ..l\\( VAtm: 

or DII!"AGl':/LOSS 
Of" 

ARSOIlS PER on'ENSr. A!\SOIlS 
OF DM1!Im:/LOr.s 

SJ ArE Of WISC(WSIN· 584 $6,312,8~4 $ 10,912 SOtrrHNES'l' IiISCONSIN 
BUFFAIO COUI>."I''l 1 $ 12,000 

NOR'l1I1IZ.S'r WISCONSIN COI,lIMIJIA COUIlT'l 0 $ 0 
l'.SIIUNU COUt/TY 1 $ 600 $ 600 CRAhTORD COUN1', 3 $ 250 
SMRON coolin (l $ 0 $ a DI\NE COUNTY 43 ~ 540,835 
DA'lrI!::LD COllNTY a $ 0 $ 0 DOUG!:: COUNTY 9 $ 32,246 
BUlUntTT COUtl'r'i 1 $ a $ a 
ellx VPtWA COl:l,'l"{ 5 $ 75,51)0 $ 15,100 GRANT cou\,,-r'i a $ 0 

GREEN COUNTY 5 $ 40,100 
CUIU< COlll:T'i 0 $ a $ a IOWA COUllT'i 0 $ 0 
DOUQLAS COUNTY 1'/ S 147,290 $ 6,664 JACKSON COUN'!"! 3 $ 15,503 
DUNN COUnTY :1 s 4,007 $ 2,003 JEFFERSOn CO!llI'l"l 3 $ 20,150 
EAU CLAIll.E COUNTY '.l $ 157,.60 $ 78,630 
IRON COUNTY 0 $ a $ a lJ\ CROSSE cout:TY 5 $2,306,567 

LAFAYETTE COUNTY 2 $ !,600 
l'Itl'IlI COUNTY a ~ a $ 0 MONROE COUI>."l";i" 0 $ a 
PI£RCIi: COUNTY 1 S 15 S ).5 RICHLAND COUNTY •• a $ 0 
POLX coUtrrY 1 $ 1,000 $ 1,000 ROCK COUNTY 21 S 22,828 
PRIClt COUN,", 0 S 0 $ 0 
RUS" cOlllrrv 0 $ a $ a SAUK COUNTY 9 $ 71,315 

Ti\EHI'EAL,:/lU COUN'l''i 2 S 29,000 
liT, Ci\OIX COW'l", a s a $ 0 VEi\NON COUN'l"l 1 $ 5,500 
SAWYER COulITY 0 $ 0 $ a 
'I'A YLOR COUlITY a $ a $ a SOUTHWEST TarAL )07 $3,105,89-1 
WAsUBUI\."I COUNTY 0 $ a $ a 

SOUTHEAST WIsconSIN 
NORTHWEST Tar AL 30 $ 385,672 $ 12,856 KENOSHA COUNTY 24 $ 218,1l29 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY 191 $ 327 ,029 
NORTlIEAST WISCONSIN OZAUKEE COllN'l'Y 4 S 3~0 

API\M5 COlJN'r1 0 $ 0 $ 0 RACl NE COUNTY 51 S 114,61& 
DR::J.ont COUN'I"i 25 $ 132 ;145 $ 5,310 WALwORTH COUN1Y 9 $ 510,9L2 
CALlIHlT eOUIITY 0 $ a $ a 
OOORCOUNTY 1 $ 0 $ a WASIIlNOroll COUt;1')' 21 $ 2,710 
rLOru:NCl': COUl:'1'Y 0 $ a $ a WAUKESHA COUNTY h 14 $ 1,118 

FOND DU lAC COUNTY 4 S 27,000 $ 6,750 SOUTHEAsT Tar A l 314 $1,154,314 
rOREST COUSTY 1 $ 5,000 S 5,000 
GRREN I.J\K.E CCUl."I'Y C $ a $ a 
JUNSAU COUN'll' 0 $ 0 $ 0 
KEl'IAUh"EE COUh"l'Y 1 $ 20,000 $ 20,000 

LANtiLADE: COUl.7Y 0 S 0 $ 0 
Ll NCOLN COlllll'Y 1 $ 0 $ a 
l-!ANI'I'QI'IOC COllll'I"i 6 $ 234 $ 39 
MARATllON COUNTY ~ $ 8,200 $ 2,050 
HAIUNETTE COUN'l'Y .2 $ 450 $ 225 

MAIIOUETTE COUNTY 0 $ 0 $ a 
MENOMINEE COUNTY'· DIIA DNA PNA 
OCONTO COU m'Y 0 $ 0 $ a 
Ot'ntIOA COUN'l'Y 1 $ 20,000 $ 20,000 
OUTAGAMIE COUNTY 15 $ 4,534 $ 302 

pOR'l'AGIt COUNTY 10 S 123,025 $ 12,303 
S/lAWANO COUlffY 0 $ a $ a 
SHEnOYGAN COUNTY 19 S 7,465 ~ 393 
V lLAS COUNTY a $ a $ a 
IiAUI'ACA COUNT'i :I $ SOD $ 250 

IiAUSHARA COUh"l'Y :I $ 40,000 $ 20,000 
wI~ilAGO COUIf.!''i 36 $1,322,111 $ 36,725 
"''000 COm,7Y :; $ 15,100 $ 5,233 

NOI{fIlEAsl' ror AL 133 $1,726,964 $ 12,985 

... 8c:18/1d "II l"'pol·te l'tlo~iI>Qd jl'OnJ I,";!.) IInfol'CeJr.ollt agilnaioa eel'ui.l,J 98~ (If I.'-iO.l(HlOlH'O F;}P,Z!It.k'.:. 

401 ~ Comp/at" dat'l not o:tvClHabl", 

VilA * DaLu 1I\Jt. tlV(1{.Lr.bL", 

AVERAGF. 
VALUE 

N:R on'f.lls!' 

$ ),2,000 
$ 0 
$ 63 
~ 1-2,764 
$ 3,593 

$ 0 
$ 0,020 
s 0 
$ 5,168 
$ 6,717 

$461,313 
$ aoo 
$ 0 
$ a 
$ 1,087 

$ 7,924 
$ 14,500 
$ 5.500 

$ ~9,O27 

$ 9,llD 
$ 1,716 
$ 85 
$ 1,(.59 
$ 57,646 

$ 132 
$ 00 

$ 3,676 

Thill 1'.JhOI'C do,s lIoe itl.J~u:l" illfon~.ltio'l fyl' el;.; H.ltIOI'tithl<l COUt1ty Sharift'o Oflioil, :1:(' ,\!,":J\:Ii! "<'I'lIt." f;:.ll·tJ)"o affi,1." 
tho Ria'llalld Cvuntll Sh,wift'e OjJio.;, th~ WcrukoollQ County She.l'iff'D ottica a>~i ti/(l $:.""~~ j'r.~I,:ohl'P PClJ'M DC;Jal'trl,lIIt, 

I. 








