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, : 

This advance report presents se
lected case flow data for general juris
diction courts "for 1976. The data 
included in this report were extracted 
from the forthcoming State Court Case
load Statistics: Annual Report, 1976, 
which was prepared by the National 
Court Statistics Project of the Nation
al Center for State Courts in close 
cooperation with the Conference of 
State Court Administrators. The data 
were collected from published annual 
reports provided by the states and from 
unpublished material requested from and 
supplied by the state court administra-· 
tors and appellate court clerks. 

The 1976 annual report of state 
court caseload statistics is the second 
in a series of reports to be produced 
on the subject. In the 1975 annual re
port, available data were collected 
from appellate and general jurisdiction 
courts in the 50 states and the Dis
trict of Columbia. The 1976 report 
collected these data as well as data 
from Puerto Rico and from limited and 
special jurisdiction courts having 
statewide data available. Parking 
cases and other minor traffic vliola
tions were not displayed jas a part of 
the general jurisdiction data in the 
1975 annual report. The 1976 report 
displays these cases, along with driv
ing while intoxicated cases (counted as 
misdemeanors in 1975), wlder traffic. 
Some traffic data were reported for 13 
out of the 14 court systems that han
dle at least some traffic cases in 
their general jurisdiction courts. 

The District of Columbia, Puerto 
Rico, 'and the 50 states reported that 
more than 11.7 million civil, criminal, 
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traffic, and juvenile cases were filed 
in their courts of general jurisdiction 
in 1976. 1 Civil cases accounted for 
over 40 percent of these; criminal, 
over 15 percent; traffic, more than 34 
percent; and juvenile, over 5 percent. 
This compares with more ~an 6.6 mil
lion civil, criminal, and juvenile 
cases reported by general jurisdicti~n 
courts in 1975. The increase in 1976 
is largely due to the inclusion of 
traffic (4.0 million cases), to data 
reported by seven states that did not 
report in 1975, and to the addition'of 
Puerto Rico to the report. There have 
also been increases in the volun1e of 
cases handled by the state courts. 

The distribution of the pending 
case load at the end of 1976 loo,ked con
siderably different from that for cases 
filed. Whereas there were two and a 
half tDnes as many civil as criminal 
cases filed, there were more than five 
tDnes as many civil as criminal cases 
reported pending at the end of 1976. 
Some of this difference is to be ex
pected because civil matters tend to be 
protracted (for example, probating a 
will). Also, the Speedy Trial Act and 
similar state and local provisions may 
cause criminal cases to move through 
the system more quickly than civil 
cases. 

IMore cases were filed in these 
courts than the figures indicate be
cause some courts did not r~port cer
tain types of cases filed; ,for example, 
a court that had jurisdiction over all 
types of ~ases may not have reported 
the number of filings for one or more 
of the case types. 
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Thirty-nine states, the District of 
Columbia, and Puerto Rico reported data 
on pending cases for the beginning and 
end of the 1976 judicial year. Not all 
categories of cases were specified in 
the pending data; however, enough data 
were available to calculate both begin
ning and end pending data for 1976. 
Thus it is possible to examine the 
change in pending cases for the year. 

Of the 41 'states,2 that did re
port the number of cases pending at the 
beginning and end of 1976, 9 reported a 
decrease in that period. These de
creases ranged from less than 1 percent 
to more than 15 percent. The median 
percent-increase for those court sys
tems reporting an increase was 8.4 per
cent, with 26 of these 32 court systems 
having an increase of less than 20 per
cent. 

Looking at total cases only, how
ever, masks some interesting patterns 
that emerge when civil and criminal 
cases are examined separately. Al
though the average number of cases 
pending at the end of the year as a 
percent of the number of cases filed 
was 73.1 for total caseload in general 
jurisdiction courts, the values were 
quite different for civil and criminal 
caseload. The average percent for 
criminal cases was 52.2 compared with 
89.7 for civil cases. 

Thirty states, the District of 
Columbia, and Puerto Rico indicated 
that they handle all or some of their 
juvenile cases in general jurisdiction 
courts. Of these, 29 reported some da
ta for juvenile cases, but only 14 
'states' reported pending data for both 
the beginning and the end of 1976. Of 
the 14, 8 reported a decrease in the 
pending juvenile caseload, ranging from 
5.1 percent to 43.9 percent. The per
cent increase for the other six 'states' 
ranged from slightly more than 15 

2The 50 states, District of 
Columbia, and Puerto Rico are collec
tively referred to as 'states' in the 
remainder of this report. 
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percent to almost 47 percent, with a 
median of 18 percent. This is con
siderably higher than the median per
cent increase in c1vil (8.2) or crimi
nal (8.4) cases. However, less than 
half of the 'st.ates I handling juvenile 
cases in their general jurisdiction 
courts reported pendic~ case data for 
the beginning and end of 1976. More
over, juvenile cases are frequently 
heard in limited and special jurisdic
tion courts, which are not included in 
these data. 

Methodology 

General jurisdiction court and lim
ited or sp~cial jurisdiction court data 
were compiled from published and unpub
lished data received from the states. 
In addition to review of these mate
rials, instructions used by the states 
to collect case load statistics from 
their respective courts were reviewed. 
Additional information was secured from 
appropriate personnel in each of the 50 
states, the District of Columbia, and 
Puerto Rico as necessary. 

To improve the comparability of da
ta from state to state, standard cate
gories were established and the state
produced data were classified accord
ingly. The data were then submitted to 
the appropriate state court administra
tors and the appellate court clerk 
offices for review and verification. 

Definitions 

Case--the unit of count for court 
activity data. Because the caseload 
data were collected from already pub
lished court system sources that used 
different definitions, the definition 
of case in this report varies from 
'state' to 'state'. In trial courts 
the predominant unit of count used in 
civil cases is the complaint or peti
tion. In criminal cases most trial 
courts use either the number of 
indictments/informations/complaints or 
the number of defendants on each . . 



indic tme·nt/information/~omplaint. The 
data tables in this report are foot
noted to indicate each court system's 
definition of case. 

Court--a unit of the judicial branch 
of government, aut.hori.zed or established 
by constitution or statute, which has 
the legal authority to decide cases or 
controversies between persons or parties 
brought before it. 

A court was considered to be a gen
eral jurisdiction trial court if it met 
one of the following criteria: 

--the individual state considers 
it to be a general jurisdiction 
court; 

--felony cases are tried and felony 
sentences given for all types of 
felony cases; 

--the judges of the court are gen
eral jurisdiction court judges 
sitting on temporary assignment. 

All other trial courts were classi
fied as limited or special jurisdiction 
courts. These are trial courts whose 
legal jurisdiction covers only a par
ticular class of cases, such as pro
bate, juvenile, traffic, or cases where 
the amount in controversy is below a 
prescribed sum or is subject to specif
ic exception. For example, civil ju
risdiction may be limited to civil 
cases with a maximum of $500 in contro
versy; criminal jurisdiction may be 
limited to cases with a maximum $500 
fine or six-month sentence. 

Filing-·-for statistical reporting 
purposes, the beginning of a court case 
by the formal submission of a document 
to the court alleging the facts and re
questing relief. 

Disposition--for statistical re
porting purposes, the termination of a 
case pending before a court. 

Pending--the status of a case that 
has not been terminated or disposed by 
the court in which it was filed. Be
ginning pending is the number of cases 
awaiting disposition in a particular 
court at the beginning of a reporting 
period. End pending is the number of 
cases awaiting disposition in a partic-
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ular court at the end of a reporting 
period. 

Indictment--a formal written accu
sation submitted to a court by a grand 
jury, alleging that a specific person(s) 
has committed a specific offense(s). 

Information--a formal written accu
sation made and submitted by a prosecu
tor alleging that a specified person(s) 
has· committed a specific offense(s). 

Limitations of data 

To classify the great diversity of 
data provided by the 'states', standard 
categories were established by the 
National Court Statistics P~oject,. and 
the 'state' produced data were classi
fied accordingly. The data were then 
submitted to the appropriate state 
court administrators or appellate court 
clerks for review and verification. 
However, there was no way of verifying 
whether the data initially reported . 
were complete or accurate. 

Variations in reference periods 

This report reflects court organi
zations and jurisdictions as they ex
isted in 1976. Hence, caution should 
be used in attempting to compare the 
data in this report with a 'state's 
current data without ascertaining 
whether or not the organization or ju
risdictonal characteristics of that 
'state's court system have been altered 
since 1976. 

Some 'states' report data by calen
dar year and some by fiscal year. 
Hence, even within the 1976 period used 
in this report, the time spans covered 
are not always directly comparable. 

Variations in jurisdiction 

General jurisdiction courts vary 
widely in the kinds of cases over which 
they have jurisdiction. As one ex
ample, general jurisdiction courts in 
'states' with unified trial courts may 
hear all cases from parking violations 



Reported general jurisdiction caseflow, 1976. Civil, criminal, traffic, 

Stato end 'court t' t Ie 

Aleb.1/T1()-ooClrcuft Court 1,O ............... .. 
Alosko--Superlor Court l ,6 ................ . 
Ad zona-.. Suporlor Court', 1,8 ............ .. 
ArkoI'lSlSs-STATE TOTAL .................... . 

Circuit Court l ,6 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
ChllnCery and Probate Court I .............. . 

CollfornllJ .... Superfor Court 1,8 ........... .. 
Colorlldo-STATE TOTAL ••••••••••••••••••••• 

District Court, Denver Superior Court, 
Denver Juvonl Ie Court, dnd Denver 
ProbGt. Court t, 8 ....................... t 

Wotor Courta, 1 ......................... .. 
Connectlcut--SuporIOl'" Court' ,a ........... . 
Delowaro-.. STATE TOTAL ••• ~ ••• t ••••••••••••• 

Suporlor COurt',s •••••• , ••••••••••••••••• 
Court of Chancery t •••• ~ ................... .. 

District of Columbl,,-"Superlor- COurt2,9 ... . 
Florldlll .. ..clrcult Courtb., \ ,9 ............. .. 
Goof'g la .... Supor I cr CourtC, , I , 9 ............ .. 
HlIIwlIIII-.. STATE TOTAL ••••• H ............... . 

CircuIt Courtl,e •••••• f ................ , 
L~nd Courta, I ••••••••• _" ••••••••••••••• 
TelC Appelill Courtc,l ••••••••••••••••••••• 

IdDho--STIITE TOT .... \.. ........ , ............. .. 
Olstrlct Court l ,8 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
r-illlglstr"tes DlvlslonB,1 , 9 ............. .. 

\\llnols-...clfcult CoUf11,1 uu ................ .. 

lndlana .... STATE TOTAL ••• , ................ .. 
Suporlor Court Md CIrcuit COurt 1,7 .... u 

Cdmlnal Court af Marton County I ,,7 .. u .... 

I ol'la--o t str I ct Court 1 ,6 .................. .. 
l<anslIIs .. -Olstrlct court'f7 ••••••• , ........ . 
Kontucky .. ..clrcult Court ,1,6 ... H ...... U. 

Loulslllll1l11-Dlstrlctc ,l, Family and 
Juvenile COurtl,a .................... ~. 

Mlillno--Superlor- Court l ,7 ............. " ••• 
M",.ylend--C:lrcult Court l ,6 .............. H 

Massachusetts-Supor-Ior Court I ,6 ......... . 
Mlchlgan .... STATE TOTAL .................... . 

Circuit Court l ,9 ••••••••••••••••••••••• u 

Court of Clalmse,1 ...................... . 
Recorderls Court9 ...................... " 

Mlnnesofa--Dlstrlct Court),12 ........... H 

MI$slsrlppl--STAl'E TOTAL ................. . 
CIrcuit Court' ,6 ........................ . 
Chencory Courtlll, 1 ...................... _. 

Ml$sourl-..clrcult Court and Court of 
Corrrnon Pleasl ,6 •••••••••••••••••••••• _. 

MOr'ltlllnlll--Dlstrlct court1,' ............... , 
Nebrasklll--Dlstrlc:t Court ,8 ............. f. 

Nov;'~lII"..o 1 str I ct Court I , , , 9 ............. .. 
NO'tII Hampshlro .... Superlor courtS, \2 ........ . 
Ne" Jersey-Suporior Court tmd 

COUnty Court2. 6 ........................ , 
NOli ~e)(lco ... -olstrlc1 court l ,9 .......... ". 
No" York--Suprome Court and 

County Court', 8 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
North: Carol ,"",--Supnr'a- Courtk.,I, 12 , ••••• 
NOf'th Oekotlll .. -olstrict Court l ,6 .......... . 
Ohlo---Court of COfIiTIOn PIOl.Is l ,8 ....... u •• , 
OkltlhOlM-4llstdct Court',6 ....... h ...... .. 

Oregon .... STATE TOTAl •••• " ................. . 
CIrcuit Court I , II ....................... . 
lax Gaurta 

1" ............................... . 

Pe""sYlvlllnle--Court of Comron PlotlS1,8 ... . 
Put'rto Rlco--Slip0l'"lcr Court1,l0 ......... .,:-
Rhoda lsland--5u90rlor Court l ,6 ....... u .. . 

South Carol Ina--<:Ircul't Court1,6 ......... . 
South Dakote--Clrcult Courtl,I,G ......... . 
TOf'lnossoQ .... STATE TOTAL ................... . 

CircuIt Court lIIhd Crlmlnlil CourtC, I ,6 ... . 
LaIC' Md Equity 03urtb,1 ................ . 
Chancery Courte,I •••••••.••••••...••••••• 

To~as .. -olstrlct Court' ~9 ................. . 
Utah--Disttict court 1, •• u ............. .. 

Vermont--ST"TE TOTAL ..................... . 
Superior Courtt,6 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
District Court l ,1 •• , •••••••••••••• , ...... 

.Y.!!9.!.!llb--C:lrcult Court',8 •••••••••••••••• 
'WlIIshlngton--Suporlor Courtl,B ............ . 
West Vlrglnla-Clrcult court', 12' .......... .. 
Wlsconsln-..clrcult Court end County Court l ,6 
Wyc:mlng .. -olstrlct Courtl.l,6 .............. . 

Boqlnnlng pending Fllod 
Civil CrIminal Traffic Juv.nlla Total CIvIl Cr hili nlll Trlllfflc Juvenile Tote I 

46,052 fh 10,553fh ~ tfi 56, 605 In 78,016 2,,466' tfi Wi 103~~e2 
7,)8zh 564 1 NIl N/A 7,946" 10,749 99' NH 1,"0 1),2~ 
~,064' 5,882' NIl 794 60,740' 62,574 13,91) NIl 8,287 84,774 
49,911 1 7,675 NIl NIl '1,5861 59,916 12,813 NIl NIl 72,729 
14,5861 7,6151 NIl NIl 22,261 1 20.200 12,813 NIl NIl 33,01) 

·35,)251~1 __ ~~N~H ____ -7.N~H ____ ~NH~ __ ~)~5~,)~275t~l __ ~~)~9,~7~16~ __ ~~N~H ____ ~N~H~~~N~H~~3~9~,7T.1~6C-
N/A NlA NIl N/A NlA 501.715 51,430 NIl 101,917 661,122 

79,096 10,031 NH 8,79' 97,922 83,819 14,334 ..... 22,838 121,051 

73,424 
5,672 

)2,961 1 

11,550 
3,963 
7,587 

13,139" 
2~,&56 

5Q,903h 

19,379 
19,256 

16 

10.031 
NIl 

),370 
1,593 
1,593 

NIl 
5,832 

52,242 
X 

1,80l 
\,003 

NIl 

NIl 
NIl 
NH 
NIl 
NIl 
NIl 

4,287 
NH 
X 

171 
171 

NIl 

8,795 92,250 f 82,035 14,334 /'fi 
tfi 5,612 1,844 NIi llt 
Nk 36,331' 26,004 4,555 N~ 
tH 13,143 7,599 3,786 tfi 
~ 5,556 4,9;)5 ),18& ttl 

It' 1.581 2,664 NIl NIl 
1,967 25.2251r 110.~59 31,956 91,903 

20,16'~ 302,665 243,129 66,1fi6 NH 
Hi 69,535hr 87,133 42,962 tl,5I7 

2,778 24,I31r 16,098 2,028 650 
2,116 24,006r \8,000 2,028 65Q. 

NH 76 57 NIl NH 
_-'4!.!7 ____ --'N"'H'-__ --'N"'H ______ "'NH!....._. __ 47__ 41 NH NH 

22,838 
NIl 
NH 

NIl 
7,363 
1,363 

NIl 
NH 

119,207 
1,644 

)0,559 

11,)85 
6,721 
2,664 

301.309' 
313,6.12 
143,612r 

28, 139r 

zaJo-Hr 
51 
41 

\9,1M 5,363 4,6-::;s. ',-'344 l"ulSr 4U,"Z45 30,490 lBl,~14 1,921 262,636r 

7.0351• 8801• 101• 3
'
• 7,9281nr 9,719 3,379 21 I 13,120'" 

12,148 fh 4,483 fh 4,678 fh 1 .. 041 th 23,750 fhr 30,526 27,111 183,253 7,926249,516r 

:144,0051 19,2781 N/A 13,606. 316,8891 633,246 520,112 2,305,483 25,731 3,484,5nr 

X X X X 231,84Sr 173,924 45,889 48,3'7 12,981 28t,131r 
X X X X 23I,492r 173.924 43,495 48.337 12.981 218.131r 

NIl 356 NIl llii 356 NIl 2,)94 NIl NIl 2,394 
47.146 1 X X N/A 133,424 1r 125,415 X X 5.672 587,921r 

~18~,=W~2TI--~I~,9~O~2TI----~4~6_1----~NH~--2=0~,~5~~'r ____ ~)~7,c8=1~1----~7~,0~2~6----~2~29~----N~H~~ 
71,720t 8.228 f NH NH 79,948' 59,497 11,202 NH tI-t 70,699 

9),291 
106,669 
106.3681 

301 I 
NIl 

8,261 
NIh 
NIh 
N/A 

63,023 f 

NIh 
5,220 

N/A 
18,'61 

49,40f 

\7,305 

66,109' 
13,2691 
2,908' 

167,984 11 
134,4\71 
39,2381 
39,05S fl 

163 
61,553 

NlA 
3,844h 

N/A 
4),147 
16,0801 
11,359' 

NIl 
4,721 1 
1,76) 

MIA 
N/A 

NIl 

10.111 1 

N/A 
895 
MIA 

4,461 

N/A 
15.2821 

X 
6,487 f 

33,ISOII 
4,974 
4,974h 

NIl 
29,124 

53,236 26,264 
NIh NIh 

22,215 11,128 
N/A tVA 

49.680 16.943 
29, 642fh 16,943fh 
3,1281• NIl 

11,110'. Nfl 

270,142 68,812 
15,6781 2871 
21,997 4,567 

6,1-84 19 
15,21' 4,548' 
82,779 In 12, mi • 

NlA NIh 
N/A N/A 

88,71,1.1 24.5041. 
2,789 704 

NIl 
NIl 
NIl 

NI' 
2,563 i 

NIl 
NH 

2,'631 

NH 
Nfl ,.. 
NH 

NIl 
NH 

NH 
NH 

iii 
NIl 
NIl 
NH 
NIl 
NIl 
NIl 

N/A 
iii 
NIl 
NIl 
Nil 
NH 
Nfl 

2,396 
NIl 

2,396 
NH 
NIl 
iii 

35.7101• 
NH 

N/A 
NIl 

NIh 
NH 
NIl 
NIl 
NH 
NIl 

N/A 
NIh 

NH 
N/A 

10.5301 

N/A 
NIl 

N/A 
NIl 

NIl 
2,846 

NIl 
NIl 
X 

19,2261 

3,911 1 

WA 
N/A 
iii 

5,920 
2,474 

IIH 
NIl 

HIA 
NIl 
till 
NIl 
tIH 

5,328 
NIl 

255 
NIl 

255 
NH 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

NIh 
12,0)2· 

NIh 
1~6,438 

125,3121r' 
117.7271 

3011 
7,284 lr 

10,0241 

N/A 
N/A 
NIh 

6, liS 
NIh 

22,872 

76,879' 
22,249 

66,109fl 

26,551 1 
3,421r 

19),697" 
~16,311"r 

44,2121 
44,029 1 

183 
96,597 
81,974 

N/A 
",34)./ 

N/A 
66.823 
46.5851h 

3,1281• 
17,1101• 

344,282 
15,965' 
29,21Sr 

6,803 
22,412 fr 

94,953'· 
N/A 
N/A 

148,9891• lr 

3,493 

100,868 
5,851 

62,I!"..8 
31,085 

121,911 
126,924 

987 
NIl 

21,643 
52,211 
12,635 
39,562 

74,-474 
18,668 
17,232 
25,106 
17,758 

64,877 
33,99G 

114,099 
10,7,4 

7,630 
244,569 
IW,562 

55.799 
55,618 

181 
178,800 
78,476 

6.733 
25,377 

N/A 
BJ,202 
47,351 

4,847 
30,998 

272,601 
25,533 
19,559 
6,691 

12,868 
6),976 
94,325 

X 
208,280 

7,981 

52,297 
6,533 

34,333 
37,~8 

122,894 
26,426 

~i 

96,468 
8,919 
7,441 
7,441 

Nil 

18,080 
2,122 
1.215 
4,633 
6,431 

31,680 
4,706 

31,659 
52,541 

1,0'1 
30,527 
55,581 
14,485 
14,485 

NIl 
76,302 
26,331 
3,271 
28,~8 

N/A 
29,609 
29,609 

NIl 
NIl 

78,317 
3,068 

16,987 
59 

16,928 
42,84) 
14,053 

X 
18,"03 

1,'29 

NH 
NIl 
NH 
NH 

782,255 
iii 
NIl 

NIl 
iii 
NIl 

NIl 
NH 
NIl 

NIl 
NIl 
NIl 
Nil 
NIl 
NH 
Nfl 

N/A 
NIl 
tol 
NH 
NH 
NH 
tIH 

37,091 
iii 

)7,091 
NH 
NIl 
NIl 

395,792 
NH 

10,406 163,571 
1 tfi 12,384 

25,18' 121,676 
NH 68,59) 
tti 1,°",0605 

NIl 153.350 
IIH 967 
NH 878,723 5 

N/A 30,5621 

NIh 59.658 1 

NIl 20,016 
NIh 39.5821 

16,929 
1 ,793 

NIl 
2,34' 

iii 

NIl 
5,259 

NIl 
III 

1,001 
189,342 

6,272 
13,470 
13,470 

NIl 
37,084 

6.215 
NIl 
tIH 

4,210 
NH 
NIl 
NIl 
NIl 

11,031 
IIH 

1.020 
NIl 

1,020 
NH 

13.433 
N/A 
NIh 

X 

109,48) 
22,5831 

24,441 
32,082 
24,169 

96,557 
43,955 

145,758 
~3.)21 

9, 68:f 
464,438 
.tOl,OI..,r 

OJ, 7,.. 
83.573 

\81 
292,186 
111.022 
10,010 
53,92sJ 
4,210 1 

112.811 
76,966 
4,841 

30.998 
361 ,949 
28,601 
74.657'" 

6,150 
67,907'" 

106,819 
121,611 
53,6911 

682,.C7Slr 
9,)10 

I" civil coso 15 counted with the fIling of ~ 
potltlon or compl"lnt. 

2A civil caso Is countod ... I,on It Is placed 
OIl the Cliliondor (h~d relM:hod Issue). 

5" civil (:lIse 15 not c::Ounted ,n the seme w~y 
throughottt tho state. 

9rhe crIminal ClI5~ unit of count Is the 
number of defendal1ts on tho lnforr.latlon, 
IndlctfllOnt, or c:omplaillt. 

31. clvll COSo Is oounted at the note ot IS!iuo. 
4TI1ts footnote Is usod only fa- limIted 

J ur J sd I ct I on courts wh I ch appear I n the 
lIInnUal roport-, but not j:lIl thls tabh. 

6rho a"'lmlnlll case unIt of count Is the 
number of Informations or Indictments. 

'The crtmlnal elise unit of count Is the 
number of Infa-metlons, Indlctmonts, or
c:ompl~lnts. 

8Tho' criminIS' case unit ot count 1s the 
numth'li of defendants on the Inforrnlltlon or 
fndlctment. 

4 

IOrhe crlmlnel case unit of t~l)unt Is the 
mrnber ot chargos. 

liThe criminal caS$ unIt of cC'unt 15 tho 
case number 8551 gned lilt MrG 1 gnment. 

\2T110 criminal casa unIt ot I;:ount Is not 
consistent. 



juvenile, and total cases. With state population and number of judges. 

Clyll 
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62,133 
50,394 1 
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31,6B61 

401,496 
93,6B6 

89,934 
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50 
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NH 
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NH 
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NH 
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N/A 
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N/A 

NH 
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4,B2B 
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10,814 
82,986 
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30,43B 
31,6861 
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X 
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NH 
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2,0439 
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N/A 

NH 

10,287 
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N/A 
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End pendIng 
Traffic Juvenile 

NH NH 
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NH NH 
NH NH 
NH NH 
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NH 
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NH 
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NH 

X 
10 
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NH 
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5 
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X 
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X 
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NH 
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NH 
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NH 
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NH 
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NH 
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2 
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NH 
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NH 
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NH 
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NH 
N/~ 

N/A 
NH 

N/A 

9,016 
N/~ 

NH 
N/~ 

NH 

NH 
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Total 
59,564 
10,0071 

61,4169 
62,5051 

24,836 
37,6691 

N/A 
87,512 

8.3,748 
3,764 

37,6459 
12,562 
4,990 
7,572 

29, uw 1r 
(k) 

84,019'" 
26,862r 
26,74'r' 
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30 
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N/A 
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24,030 

PopulatIon In 
thousands, 1976 

3,653 
408 

2,249 
2,117 

21,522 
2,575 

3,102 
582 

700 
B,353 
4,984 

B84 

Bl3 

11,193 
5,313 

2,874 
2,299 

3,875 
1,071 
4,125 
5,791 
9,113 

3,954 
2,365 

4,187 
755 

(,552 
613 
827 

7,339 
1,172 

113,201 37,662 NH NH 150,949 66,B099 N/A NH NH 66,B0991 IB,053 
9,391 49,398 NH NH 58,789 14,652 18,431 NH NH 33,083 5,462 

Nunbar of 
Judges 
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19 
70 
55 
29 
26 
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99 

14 
II 
3 

44 
273 

OB 
22 
22 
2" 
2" 

91 
25 
66 

603 
173 
169 

4 
lIBe 

63 
B7 

14Be 

14 
B5 
46 

161 
130 

)" 
23 
72 
65 
30 
35 

20( 
32 

357 
56 
19 6,784 9B9 5 922 B,700c 3,1529 X X 106 4,2729c 645 

256,211 30,312 NH 190,321 476,904 151,380' 6,702 NH 18,247 176,329' 10,690 296 
.!)4"'6,...,"'13=1,-_-75"'3,":'1-::11:-_--!.)"'B2",!.,71l,!7~-'6",~80::3,--~3'7B9~,~3~6B:,C_ _-"14",B",, 84=8..---",34=-'L!9'-!;72~I_-,4",0:.., 7"1.".5_--",5",3",80"-__ 2"2,,,9,,,, 9:.\1,:.51;...C_ 2,770 ) B9 

4,,7OS 1 14,909 NH NIA 60,617' 42,359 1 4,550 NH NIA 46,909 1 2,326 69 
45,533 1 )4,909 NH N/A 60,442 1 42,1701 4,550 NH N/A 46,720 1 6B 

115 NH NH NH 175 IB9 NH NH NH IB9 I 
~1,:-77!:""!0~60,--_-:'1,:4,:,3~4~3 ___ -,N~H"--",3BO"7)4::5,---,2,,B,=,9,:,5~4=-B ___ ",59""!.,71"7,:.9_-,2",5""O",64",9: ___ .!N",Hc..,,-,4:..,B,,,5,,,9 __ -"0",9:..,64=0;:.9_ 11,802 2B5 

85,491 28,752 NH 5,830 120,073 46,221 23,843 NH 2,859 72,923 3,214 89 
MIA »/A NH NH N/A N/A N/A NH NH NIA 936 11 

32,214 27,193 NH NH 59,407J 15,7969 12,4)59 NH NH 2B,2119J 2,B44 25 
~.~)~3c,2~1~B ______ ~N/uA"-~3~,~97~2~1 __ ~3~4c,6~B9~1 ___ ______ ~N/~A~ __ _2N~/~A ______ N~/~~~ __ ~N~/~A~ __ ~~N~/~~__ 6M 36 

82,153 30,298 NH NH 112,451 50,929 16,254 NH Nii 07,183 4,234 112 
47,321 30,298 NH NH 17,619 29,678 16,254 NH NH 45,932 SOC 
4,541 NH NH NH 4,541 3,434 NH NH NH 3,434 6 

30,291 NH NH NH 30,29) 17,B17 NH NH NH 17,017 27e 

250,555 77,370 NH 11,411 339,336 292, )BB 69.159 NH 4,948 366,895 )2,599 261 
22,638 2,494 NH NH 25,132 IB,573 B61 NH NH 19,434' 1,232 21 
23,968 16,8" 37,006 1,103 78,9,Or 17,588 4,701 2,481 172 24,942'"' 477 18 
6,335 53 NH NH 6,380 7,1~0 25 NH NH 7,165 7 

17,633 16,000 37,0061,)03 72,542'" IO,44B 4,676 2,4B) 172 17,777" 11 

~~:~~~I ~::~~~ ~~ N~~ 1~~:~~~1 03,:~! )2'~~~ ~~ N~~ 96,:;~ ---..,;~!.t:6!!;0~~~----~:~ 
X X NH N/A 45,1061 N/A N/A NH N/A N/A ) ,al2 50 

22B,5I6 1B,125 393,429 22,561' 123,231 c 103,2121 24,102 3B, )33 N/A 165,527 1C 4,6)0 IBO 
7,255 1,346 NH B15 B,601 3,515 6B1 NH 4,202 391 13 

NIA • This case type Is handlod bV the court, but tho dl!ltD lire unavailable. 
NH 11; This case type Is nat handled In thIs c:ourt. 
X • Tho data for thIs c!lse type are kno~n to be InclUded In tho tetel, but were net 8V811nbiG by altogory. 

aCourt Jurisdiction: 

Colorado Water Court: Data for this court 
are Incl uded with the general Jurisdiction 
courts because District Court judges sarve. 

.. 

Howall Land Court and Tal( Appeal Court: 
Data for these courts are Included with the 
general JUrisdiction court becaUSG circuit 
judges serve, The Circuit Court also hall
d I as some I and cases. 

5 

'district Judges servs. 
"cIrcuit Judges serve. 

Idaho Maglstratf) Division: The magistrate 
d Iv Is Ion Is a dlvls 100 of the District 
Court and Its data are Included In the gen
eral Jurisdiction tables. 

(Continued on pages 7-8) 



to the largest civil cases. An adja
cent 'state' may have general jurisdic
tion courts with a criminal division 
hearing felony ~atters only (after 
p:r.<.!liminary hearing in a limited juris
diction court) and a civil division 
hearing only civil cases involving more 
tnan ~lO,OOO. Both CiV11 and cr1m1nal 
cases are handled at the general ju
risdiction level in each state, but 
general jurisdiction courts may have 
civil jurisdiction only, criminal 
jurisdiction only, or both, depending 
on the 'state'. Some general jurisdic
tion courts handle juvenile or traffic 
matters; others do not. In comparing 
general jurisdiction court statistics, 
the differences in the types of cases 
handled both within and between 'states' 
must be taken into consideration. 

Variations in definitions 

Definition problems abound in trial 
court data. The definitions used in 
this report have been chosen for prac
tical purposes as a means of classify
ing the data gathered. 

Trial court data have problems con
cerning the unit of count used, espe
cially in criminal cases. The most 
common unit of count in general juris
diction criminal cases, used in 25 
states, is the number of informations, 
indictments, or complaints; some 
'states' count criminal cases when the 
complaint is filed, while others re
quire an information or indictment be
fore a criminal case is counted. There 
are 20 states and the District of Co
lumbia that count the number of defend
ants on each information, indictment, 
or complaint; one state counts the case 
number assigned at arraignment; Puerto 
Rico counts the number of charges; one 
state simply counts a "case"; and three 
states reported no consistent defini
tion. 

Units of count for civil cases in 
general jurisdiction courts present far 
fewer problems. There are 47 'states' 
that count a civil case at the point of 

----*'--
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filing. One state counts civil cases 
at the filing of a note of issue and 
two when the case is placed on the cal
endar. Two states report not having a 
specific unit of count for civil 
cases. A few have indicated that pre
scribed unit-of-count definitions are 
not followed uniformly by their local 
courts. 

Information on unit of count used 
for general jurisdiction courts is pro
vided in the footnotes to the table in 
this report. 

Variations in completeness 
and accuracy of data 

All 'states' were requested to pro
vide complete breakdowns for civil, 
criminal, traffic, and juvenile cases 
in their general and limited or special 
jurisdiction courts. Whereas all 
'states' could provide some general 
jurisdiction court data, one state 
could not provide criminal and civil 
breakdowns for total cases processed in 
1976. There were 29 'states' that re
ported juvenile cases as part of their 
general jurisdiction court data, where
as general jurisdiction courts in 20 
'states' did not process juvenile 
cases. Three states processed juvenile 
cases as part of their general juris
diction caseload but collected no data 
for juvenile cases. 

Extensive efforts were required to 
validate the classifications of the da
ta provided by the 52 'states' and to 
avoid further distortion of the data 
received. No attempt, however, was 
made by the National Court Statistics 
Project staff to assess the underlying 
validity or accuracy of the data re
ceived from the courts. For example, 
the cumulative statistics for case cat
egories published by the 'state' fre
quently did not agree with reported 
totals within each category. Such dis
crepancies were seldom footnoted or ex
plained in published state reports. 

These questions of validity and ac
curacy of source data, as well as pre-

I 



viously discussed caveats concerning 
variation in court structure and sub
ject matter jur1sd1ction among the 

Case load Statistics: Annual Report, 
1976, to be published in the Fall. 
That report contains data not included 
here, such as appellate caseflow, 
available data from courts of limited 
and special jurisdiction, trial data, 
disposition type breakdowns, time-to
disposition data, and ten-year filing 
data for the few states reporting on 
these subjects. In addition, the annu
al report contains information on the 
organization of each of the 52 court 
systems. The annual report will be an
nounced and distributed by the National 
Criminal Justice Reference Service, Box 
6000, Rockville, Md. 20850, when it be
comes available. Persons with a spe
cial need for data before then should 
contact the Director, Statistics Divi
sion, National Criminal Justice Infor
mation and St~tistics Service, LEAA, 
Washington, D.e. 20531, telephone (301) 
492-9045. 

court systems, make it imperative that 
the data contained in this report be 
used with extreme caution. Care must 
be exercised in attempting to compare 
even the broadest categories of case
flow for 1976. Direct comparisons of 
the statistics for any two jurisdic
tions presented in this report are 
questionable and quite probably invalid. 
Meaningful comparisons among the juris
dictions require more complete informa
tion about each jurisdiction's court 
structure, operating procedures, sta
tistical reporting procedures, and 
demographic characteristics. 

Availability of data 

The data contained in this advance 
report were extracted from State Court 

Table footnotes (Continued from p. 5) 

Michigan Court of Claims: Data for this 
court are Included with the general juris
diction courts because circuit judges 
serve. Effective January I, 1979, the ju
risdiction of tho Court of Claims will be 
assigned to the 30th Judicial circuit. 

Mississippi Chancery Court: The Chancery 
Court hand I es juven lie cases In 66 of the 
state's 82 counties, but no data are re
ported for juven II e cases. 

Oregon TaX' Court: Data from the Oregon Tax 
Court are Included In the general jurisdic
tion charts because DRS 305.405 designates 
the Tax Court as one of neneral Jurisdiction 
with I n the substantl ve a,"eas def I ned by DRS 
305.410. 

bpartlcular court or reporting system Infor
mation: 

Florida Circuit Court: Two dl fferent re
porting systems were used during 1976, one 
between January and June, and another one 
between July and December. The first system 
counted supp lementa I t II I ngs and dlspos 1-
tlons In addition to original til Ings and 
dispositions. The second system counted 
only original filings and dispositions. 

Tonnessoo Law and Equity Court: Data tor 
the separate Equ'lty Courts In Dyer and G Ib
son Counties are Included. 

cJudge Intormatlon: 

Georgia Superior Court: Some Superior 
Court judges also handle juvenl Ie cases In 
counties without a Juvenile Court. These 
cases are, however, Included on the JIj:" 
ven lie Court protlle In the annual report 
and are not Included In the Superior Court 
case load. 

Colorado District Court: Five ot these 99 
jUdges serve on the Denver Superior, Juve
nile, and Probate Courts. 

Iowa District Court: Data Include cases han
dled by 89 district and 18 district assoc
Iate judges, 14 regular tul I-time, 8 sub
stitute tull-tlme, and 191 part-time magis
trates. 

LouIsiana District Court: Nine ot the 139 
judges are from the tlve parishes that sub
mitted no reports. 

Missouri Circuit Court and Court of COiTIIIOn 
Pleas: The III CIrcuit Court judges also 
handle the cases In the Court of Common 
Pleas. There are no separate Court '1f 
Common Pleas judges. 

Nevada DistrIct Court: There are 25 
judges statewide In the DIstrict Court; 
however, data were available on Iy from the 
Second and Eighth Districts, which have 7 
and 11 judges, respect I ve I y. 

Tennessee Circuit and Criminal Court: The 
circuit judges also handle the chancery 
cases In the II counties wIth no Chancery 
Court. 

Tennessee Chancery Court: The circuit 
judges al so handle the chancery cases In 
the 11 counties without a Chancery Court. 

fSeg I nn I ng pend I ng t I gure for the 1976 court 
year does not equal the end pendIng "gure 
for the 1975 court year. 

Colorado 0 Istrlct Court: These figures have 
changed because at tho Inclusion at the 
Denver Probate Court pending tlgures which 
had not p rev I ous I y been recorded. 

Conncoctlcut Supr.rlor Court: The number at 
pendlllg cases was adjusted by the ottlce at 
the chief court administrator to reflect 
trans fers and other rei ated year-end Input. 

New Jorsoy Superior and County Court: Dlf
terence Is due to recounts by the counties 
resulting from theIr periodIc physical In
ventor I es and the dIscovery of other re
porting errors by the counties durltlg the 
COUrse of the year. 

7 

Orogon Circuit Court: The beginning pend
Ing tlgure was corrected by the state court 
admlnlstrator's ottlce during verltlcatlon 
at the data. 

9Change In pending does not equal the dif
ference between filings and dispositions. 

Arizona Superior Court: Th I 5 discrepancy 
Is due to miss Ing data. 

Kentucky Circuit Court: Discrepancy for 
criminal cases results trom estimation pro
cedures used to arrive at som~ crimInal 
figures. 

New York SUPnlmO and County Court: This 
difference Is because of adjustments mado by 
the court. 

hFlgure was computed: 

Maine Superior Court: Beginning pending 
tlgure was calculated trom data available 
tor 1975. 

End pending tlgure Was calCUlated from 
flied, disposed, and beginning pending 
data. 

IData are not complete: 

Alas"" Superior Court: Grand total pending 
tlgure doas nat Include Juvenile cases. 

Arizona Suporlor Court: Adoption pending 
figures do not InclUde data from Maricopa 
County. Rec I procal Sllpport pend I ng figures 
do not Incl ude data for Coch Ise County. 

Probate pending figures do not Include 
data tram Cochise and Maricopa countIes. 

Juvenile pendIng data do not Includo 
Maricopa, CochIse, Navajo, Pima, Yuma, or 
YavapaI Counties. 

Juvenile tilings and dIspOSitions Include 
no d&ta from PIma County and anI y partl nl 
data for Maricopa County. 

(Continued on p. 8) 
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Table footnotes (Continued from p. 7) 

Arkansas C,hancory and Probate Court: C Iv II 
total and grand total pendIng and dIsposed 
cases do not Include adoptIons, guardIan-
sh Ips, alcoholIcs, mental, and mIscellaneous 
probate. 

DIstrIct of ColumbIa Suporlor Court: Total 
cIvil and grand tot81 pendIng and dIsposed 
cases do not Incl ude estate cases. Estate 
cases are Included In the fll Ing fIgures. 

FlorIda CIrcuIt Court: Appeals dIsposed 
are for January to June only. Appeals 
fI ! ed arc tor ent I re year. 

GeorgIa Superior Court: PendIng and dIs
posItion figures represent only cases flied 
biltwoen July 1,1970, and Decembor 31,1975, 
that were st I" pend I ng or were dIs posed In 

1976. 

illinois CIrcuIt Court: Civil total pend
Ing cases do not Include pending ,:ases for 
probate. 

CrIminal total pendIng cases do not In
clude pendIng cases for mlsde~.eanor and 
ordInance vIolations. 

Grand total pendIng cases do not Include 
pend Ing cases for probate, mIsdemeanor, 
ordinance vlotutlon, and traffic. 

Iowa DIstrIct Collrt: Probate, total civil, 
and grand total disposed cases do not In-
c I ude guard I ansh I p and conservatorsh I p or 
trusteesh Ip. 

Total cIvil pending cases do not Include 
probate data. 

Grand total pendIng cases do not Include 
probate or Juven lIe data. 

Kontucky CircuIt Court: The following 
countIes were not Included In the state 
toto I s because the I r case load roports were 
not received In tIme by the admInIstratIve 
offIce of the courts: Breathitt, Carroll, 
Casey, Johnson, Knott, lIncoln, Montgomery, 
Rockcastle, Scott, Whitley, and Woodford. 

LouIsIana DIstrIct Court: Of the 64 par
Ishes, no data were submItted for St. Mary, 
AscensIon, ASSUmptIon, PlaquemInes, and 
Terrabilnne ParIshes. 

Recordor's Court of Dotrolt, MIchIgan: 
Total crIminal and grand total pendIng 
cases do not Include misdemeanor dlvls Ion 
and ordInance violation cases. 

Total crIminal and grand total disposed 
cases do not Include ordInance vIolatIon 
cases. 

Mlnnosota Dlstrl(,t Court: Grand total 

f I gu res do not I nc I ude J uven II e cases. 

MIssissippI Chancory Court: The total 
flied fIgure does not Include Juvenile 
cases. 

Montana DIstrIct Court: Total fIlings ex
cl ude 800 "other" cases f II ed In th Is year 
but not detaIled In the case descrIptIon 
table. 

Nevada DIstrict Court: Data were avaIlable 
for two dIstrIcts only: the second dIs
trIct (Wash I ngton County> and the eIghth 
dlstlct (Clark County). These two countIes 
contaIn 81 percent of the state population. 

New York Supreme and Coun1y Court: Grand 
total pendIng cases do not Include crIminal 
cases. 

Ohio Court of Comnon Pleas: Pending cases 
do not Include all cIvil categorIes. Only 
those reported are I nc I uded I n the tota I. 

Oklahoma DIstrIct Court: Total crImInal 
and grand total pendIng cases do not In-
cl ude pendIng fIgures for fill any convIctIon 
appea I s. Th I s category I s I nc I uded I n the 
fIlIng and dIspositIon totals. 

Oregon Circuit Court: Total cIvil pendIng 
and dIsposItIon fIgures do not Include 
adopt I on or menta I competency cases. 

Grand total dIsposItIon and pendIng 
fIgures do not Include adoptIon, mental 
competency, or JuvenIle cases. FIlIngs In
clude all categorIes. 

South Dakota CIrcuIt Court: CIrcuit Court 
fIgures do not InclUde data for the lay 
magIstrates or lawyer magIstrates dIvIsion 
of the CIrcuit Court. 

Tota I Juven II e and grand toto I d I spas I
t I on f I gu res do not I nc I ude dependency and 
neglect dIsposItIons. 

Flltd data Include Juvenile fll Ings only. 

WashIngton SuperIor Court: Total cIvIl dIs
posItIon fIgure does not Include mental 
hea I th cases. 

Grand total dIsposItIon fIgure does not 
Incl ude mental health or Juvenile cases. 

WisconsIn CIrcuIt Court and Coun1y Coort: 
Total cIvil and grand total filIng and pend
Ing fIgures do not Include data for adoptIon, 
publIc as;lstance, guardIanshIp, trust, or 
other probate. I n add Itlon, the grand total 
filIng and pendIng fIgures do not Include 
Juvenile data. These cases are Included In 
the dIsposItIon totals. 

WyomIng DIstrIct Court: PendIng cases and 
dIsposed cases do not Include cases flied 
before 1974. 

JExpl anatlon of data Incl uded In the 
category: 

South Carolina CIrcuIt Court: CrImInal data 
also Include the crImInal cases handled In 
tho Coun1y CrIminal Courts. 

kAddltlonal InformatIon: 

FlorIda CircuIT Court: End pendIng ,'Igures 
were not computed because the change In re
porting systems made It InapproprIate. 

New HampshIre Suporlor Court: DIsposition 
fIgures that were ca I cu I a ted do not sum to 
the total gIven In the bIennIal report. 
Total dIspositIons gIven In the report are 
dIsplayed for total civil and total crImInal 
dIspositIons. 

North Carolina SuperIor Court: Total cIvil 
and grand total fIgures do not I nc I ude 
estates and specIal proceedIngs, whIch are 
handled by the clerk of tne SuperIor Court. 
There were 27,582 estates flied, 28,425 dIs
posed, and 43,630 end pendIng, and 28,254 
spec I a I proceed I ngs flied, 29,468 dIsposed, 
and 20,333 end pend Ing. 

rData Incl ude traff Ic cases other 

than parkIng. 
SOata InclUde parkIng and other 

trait Ie cases. 
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