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~lhen a 1 aw enforcement agency cons i ders the use of dogs in the 
prevention and detection of crime, it must consider three primary 
factors before arriving at a definite decision: costs of the 
program, advantages of the program, and needs of the city. 

In order for a police canine program to be successfully activated, 
a public relations campaign should be conducted to acquaint the 
public with the anticipated formation in order to gain proper 
support. Of course, all information disseminated should be acquired 
from an experienced source. This phase cif the program should not 
be expensive if the news med-ia is approached diplomatically. Public 
relations, through planned demonstrations, after the first dogs are 
trained is advisable. 

Before any dogs are acquired, arrangements for suitable quarters 
and grounds must be made for their training. If the police depart
ment desires to establish its own school, acquisition of grounds 
in a suitable location and construction costs must be evaluated. 
Next, suitable dogs must be obtained for traihing. Many departments 
are able to acquire suitable dogs through public donors. However, 
in some localities it is not possible to acquire all of the dogs 
needed by this method, thereby necessitating the purchase of dogs. 

Unless one or more men are sent to an already established school, 
the cost of an experienced police dog trainer is a prime reqUisite. 
Many police departments have had their canine program fail because 
they employed ex-military personnel or obedience trainers who knew 
nothing about the exacting techniques employed to train dogs for 
police work. Conversely, many of these trainers have produced good 
working teams for patrol when given time enough to eXperiment by 
trial and error. This type of operation is usually very costly 
because of the lack of knowledge in planning and executing the 
administration of a canine program. Handlers are usually obtained 
directly from the department. Their regular salaries during the 
training period (14 weeks) are a part of the training costs, due to 
their absence from street patrol. After the training period, 
most cI~partments increase the salaries in varying amounts. On the 
otp~r hand, if the police department is small and plans to employ 
orl!ly a sma 11 number of dogs, it may send its hand1 ers to another 
c1,ty with an established school for training. 

;1 

Special training equipment is needed. The size of the program 
will determine the costs. Leashes, collars, feed pans, grooming 
equipment, tracking harnesses, and lines are needed, in addition 
to special attack training eqUipment and various types of'agi1ity 
obstacles. Added to this, vehicles are usually specially adapted 
to carry the dogs whi.1e on patrol. In addition to special vehicles, 
the next costs to consider are the actual operating expenses in 
respect to food, medical care, kennels, and working eqUipment. 
After training, the yearly costs of maintaining the dog usually 
runs from $300 to $500 each. 

I' 
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Special insurance must be considered. ~~hen the training is done 
prop~rly by an experienced person, there is little fear of civil 
suits against the department. Although the handler should be 
responsible to his department for the actions of his dog, he 
should not be held responsible to the individual, but he can 
be sued. The department shoUld carry insurance for itself and 
the handler, unless it is large enough to feel it is self~insured 
against civil suits. 

After considering the cost, a police department should consider 
what will be gained by the use of the dogs. This is closely 
linked to the particular crime problems confrQnted. In cities 
where muggings, purse s!1atchings~ burglaries, armed Y'obberies, 
and assaults against wo~en are prevalent, the dogs will serve 
more effectively than in the areas where "white collar crimes" 
constitute the greatest problem. They should be assigned to those 
areas with the highest crime rate and during the peak hours. They 
should be made mobile. Many larger departments utilize dogs in 
special tactical squads. The handlers wear civilian clothes and 
drive unmarked automobiles. These teams are assigned to the high 
crime areas and are usually equipped with walkie-talkies for 
inter-communications. 

OVERALL ADVANTAGES: 

1. Because of their superior sense of smell and hearing, 
the dogs are able to seek and locate a hidden person very 
rapidly, where a large number of police officers very often 
fail, resulting inman-hours saved and a higher rate of 
arrests. 

2. Canines are capable of being taught an amazing number 
of duties and are able to combine their many talents to 
achieve a specific purpose. They are fast and agile, 
enabling them to overtake and stop a suspect much easier 
and quicker than the police officer. 

3. Although classed as a use of force, dogs will not 
inflict the injuries of a gun. When properly trained· 
they do not "savage" a person and under no circumstances 
will they kill. 

1 ... 
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4. They are excellent protection for the officer, not 
only in detecting hidden persons, but in preventing or 
repelling a possible attack on the handler or other 
officers. They can be used to guard a suspect while 
the officer sUliIIT10ns assistance or searches a second 
person. 

5. They 'are useful in di$persing or holding back 
large crm</ds at the scene of a d"isorder. Dogs are not 
used for crowd control in Was(rlington, D.C. 

6. They can effectively trail escaping criminals and 
be utilized to find lost children or aged and senile 
persons under the most adverse conditions. The most 
important advantage, which unfortunately cannot be 
statistically evaluated, is the deterrent effect they 
have merely by their presence or ever, the knowledge of 
their existence. 
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OBEDIENCE ON LEAD 

INITIAL TRAINING: The initial training requires great care and 
the handler must be in complete command at all times. It is on 
this training that the behavior response and control of the 
finished dog depends. 

RELIABILITY: Is an essential characteristic of the potential 
handler. He must be capable of carrying out what he has been 
taught in training without strict supervision. He must be a dog 
lover as well as an efficient police officer. 

The successful handler must develop unfailing patience and untiring 
determination to succeed whatever the task may be and however long 
it may take. 

THE LEAD: The lead should be used to check and not punish 
disobedience. Nothing is worse than to see a dog cringe when its 
lead is produced. When it is produced the dog should show pleasure. 

DISOBEDIENCE AND FAULTS: Check faults as soon as they occur; 
never let one pass, they soon develop into disobedience and produce 
badly trained dogs. BUT, be very careful to discriminate between 
disobedience and misunderstanding. By punishing misunderstandingl 
the dog becomes fogged and this simply delays training, because the 
dog will lose that trust in its handler, which must be there before 
any useful training starts. Most punishment can be administered by 
tone of voice. Before any punishment, be sure in your own mind that 
it is disobedience and not misunderstanding; when it is necessary 
it must follow the act in a very few seconds. If delays occurs the 
act must go unpunished. It is only on very grave occasions that 
severe punishment is necessary . 

. CONTROL: The foundation on which all future training will be built 
is obedience and it will be a very long time before the handler has 
that control off lead which he e'njoys on it. Because of this control 
it is possible in these first few weeks to make that foundation sure, 
but conversely it is possible to spoil good material. 

FIRMNESS AND NAGGING: If the handler continually checks his dog 
unnecessarily by use of the lead, eventually the dog will not respond. 
At all times be fi rrli, but do not II nag" or be harsh. Try and put 
yourself in the dogs place and wonder if being perfectly dumb, you 
could understand what ~ tried to teach the dog. 
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PRAISE: Remember always praise your dog if he has done what he 
has been told to do. If you continually call him a good dog, it 
will become a perfectly normal thing with him. Use your rewards 

,sparingly and at the right moment and the dog will soon realize 
I, that it means that he has done the right thing, and to receive 

more praise he will again do the right thing. 

ALERTNESS: Remember too, that when out training you must be just 
as much on the alert as you expect your dog to be. Do not wander, 
keep your mind on what you are doing, for you can be perfectly sure 
that unless you are on the alert, your dog's mind will wander to 
other things, and he, remember, must be checked. 

DOG'S INTEREST: The whole time your dog is out his brain must be 
kept interested so you will see that to prolong a lesson to a stage 
when the dog becomes bored is harmful. It merely retards training 
and we must strive the whole time to advance it. 

FINISH OF LESSONS: When a lesson has been done well, reward, and 
finish. It may not have occupied as much time as you thought, but 
in all stages of training always finish with the dog doing well. 
If a particular difficult stage is met, continue as long as possible, 
then give the dog something to do which he can do well and easily. 
Reward him for this and finish. Later, again try thJ difficult 
lesson. ... I 

DOG'S AFFECTION: The more a dog is taught the easier it is to 
teach him. Training makes it receptive, but much useful work can 
be done by the handler simply being with the dog. It increases the 
dog's affection and general knowledge. It is the former which must 
be obtained before any difficult training can conrnence. If it is 
not obtained before the dog does not have that immediate interest 
on sighting its handler (which is most necessary) and when serious 
training begins, the dog gradually develops passive hostility towards 
the handler. Gain this affection at all costs. t 

COMMAND: The tone of voice puts into the command what will be 
reflected in the way which the dog ob.eys. Words of command need not 
be uttered in a loud voice, but should be crisp and authoritative. 
Toneless mumbling will produce sluggish responses from the dog. 
If corrunands are given crisply, the response will be equally cri~p. 
!tis up to the handler to see that they are. 

QUALITIES: Handlers must be keen, alert, firm, patient, kind and 
above all have DOG-SENSE. All these qualities will be strained to 
the breaking point in one way and another, but whatever happens, 
tempers MUST be kept. A quick thoughtful action may retard and 
possibly spoil a dog. 
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BUILD-UP: The dog's training must procet\'.j ; . ."Iong lines so that he 
"grows up" in his training just as he doeA',lin body. Each stage 
must be built up thoroughly so that it becomes instinctive and 
between the handler and dog an invisible but unbreakable link. 
To start with, this 1 ink will be visible in the lead, later, 
affections and confidence will take the leads place. 

Remember, AT ALL TIMES 

REWARD 

HUMOR 

PUNISH 

good work 

misunderstanding 

disobedience immediately 

LESSON MASTERED: Once the dog has mastered the rudiments of each 
lesson ana understands what to do on word of command, all lessons 
can be practiced daily. But, all previous lessons must be mastered 
before proceeding further. 

TAKING DOG OUT OF KENNEL 

Take dog's collar firmly in left hand and close door. 

Slide hand around collar to find ring. 

Snap clip of lead over ring. 

Coming out of kennel the dog is probably frisky, so hold lead firmly 
with loops over RIGHT wrist taking up slack in lead with left hand. 
This is the correct way to lead dog while under training. 

Where possible take dog immediately to ex~rcising ground. After 
urination and emptying of bowels, training proper can begin. 

During exercise handlers will insp~ct dog's stool to see that there 
is: (A) No diarrhea; (8) No worms. If either is apparent it 
will be properly reported immediately. In the case of diarrhea the 
dog will be carefully watched for any other unusual symptoms. 

WORDS Or: COMMAND 

The following is a list of words TO BE USED: 

• I, 
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The same word must always be used for the position the handler 
wishes dog to assume, e.g., if the dog is to sit by command "SIT" 
do not use "DROP". 

The actual word used is of little importance. The following are 
Jesigned to describe positions and to be easy and crisp to say and 
a 1 so wi th ~/h i ch one can emphas i ze command. 

Exceptive for imperat.ive commands as 'SIT', 'DOWN', 'NO', the word 
should always be pre,ceded by the name of the dog, e.g., 'JET COME' 
with slight-pause between name and comrnand. By doing this the 
handler at once gaihs the dog's attention before giving it a 
definite order. 

Commands need not be given in a loud voice, indeed should not, but 
always clear and distinct, putting as much emphasis as possible 
into the tone. 

There must be no question of the dog complying with the handler's 
requests. They must be commands and obeyed instantly. 

NO 

HEEL 

SIT 

DOWN 

STAY 

COME. 

There are more commands which will be given in the advanced training. 

NO 

Word of Command NO. 

To be used whenever the dog is doing anything contrary to thcwishes 
of the handler. 

It can only be taught as ~rid when the o~casion arises and there is 
no set ~ay to teach this. 

Whenever the occasion arises give a sharp jerk on the lead and at 
the same time Command NO. 

• 

i .. 
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WALKING TO HEEL ON LEAD 

Word of Command HEEL. 

Position of dog standing on left, shoulder opposite and close 
to handler's knee. 

Handler Walks forward at normal pa.ce at the same time saying: 
(NAME) HEEL. The dog will reco~jnize name and be on the alert, 
but heel will be meaningless to him. 

Any reluctance to follow will- be countered by smartly jerki~lead 
any words of encouragt:!ment, repeating dog1s name at frequent 
intervals. 

Once the dog follows willingly, position will be maintained. 

Handler retains lead in right hand~ during training. 

Frequent halts to be made. 

Encouragement given vocally and by the LEFT hand when dog behaves 
correctly. 

Check by use of lead if position is not correct. 

Always commence with NAME - - HEEL. 

Handler must not let slack lead swing in front of dog1s nose. 

This exercise should be done at a slow and fast walk, on the run 
and incorporated "Right" "Left" and "Aboutll turns. Always remember 
that when the dog is in the correct position to slacken the lead 
as it is necessary for the dog to leave his position and to 
experience discomfort as a result, and for this purpose regular 
loosening of the lead is essential. He will eventually take up 
his position on the left side of the handler automatically and 
verbal commands will be ommitted. He should then be trained to 
assume the IIsnll position as soon as the handler halts. This 
training is described in the next paragraph. 

SIT AND STAY 

Word of Command SIT STAY 

Position of dog On left of handler, right shoulder into the 
handler's knee, hindquarters and paws of 
front feet only on the ground. 
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The dog on the lead is standing on the left side of his handler. 
The handler places his left hand on the hindquarters of the dog 
and his right hand across the chest to prevent the dog moving away. 
Under equal pressure from botil hands the dog is pushed into the 
"SIT" position near the left knee of the handler and at the same 
time the verbal cOlllTJand "SITII is given. This procedure should be 
followed until the dog assumes the required position on verbal 
command only. The handler should ensure that the dog does not sit 
too far away, or at an angle to his knee. 

Should the dog take up an incorrect position it should be stopped 
and re-introduced to the exercises. 

The IISTAY II exercise is slowly developed from the IISIT". Once the 
dog is taught to "SIT" the handler faces it and moves away step by 
step giving the firm command 'STAY'; at the same time place the 
right hand (palm toward the dog) in front of the dog. The dog 
should remain in the sit position. Should the dog change or give 
any sign of changing his "SIT" position the handler should immediately 
stop or go back to the dog and impress upon it, by gesture and 
command to remain sitting. The handler at the outset must only 
move a few steps away from the dog, this distance can be lengthened 
when the handler is satisfied the dog will remain in the "SITu 
position. 

When definite progress is made, in order to strengthen the dogs 
ability to stay, various distracting movements should be introduced, 
e.g., handler out of sight, the dog called by various persons, 
strangers walking around and passing the dog, etc. This exercise 
should conclude with the handler returning to the dog and not by 
calling the dog to him. 

DOWN 

Word of Command 

Position of dog 

DOWN 

On left side of the handler, fore and hind
quarters on the ground, forelegs extended. 

The dog is in the HSIT II position on the left side of the handler. 
The handler places his left hand behind the shoulders and exerts 
a downward pressure, at the same time the lead which is in the 
right hand is pulled down. The command JlDOWN JI is given as the 
movement is carried out. This direct pressure, together with the 
command is repeated if the dog attempts to rise. Once proficient 
in this exercise, the II DOWN II JlSTAyJl is developed as in the IISIT JI 

"STAY". 

t ... 

., 
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RECALL 

Word of Command COME 

This exercise is started while the dog is still on the lead and 
from the "SIT" position. The handler leaves his dog in the uSITu 

position and stands in front of the dog at the full extent of the 
lead, he then gives the command "COME" at the same time giving the 
lead a sharp jerk and taking several steps backward. The dog must 
be given plenty of encouragement both verbally and by signs, e.g., 
good boy, patting your legs with the left hand, etc. Make a great 
fuss of the dog when he gets to you. When the dog is coming to you 
freely and willingly in the shortest possible route, and not before, 
you can now begin to teach the dog to "SIT" immediately in front of 
you on the recall. A longer line can replace the training lead if 
necessary. 

Extreme patience is required f'n this type of training and under NO 
circumstances should the dog be punished if it fails to return on 
command. The dog should eventually realize that when it returns to 
the handler it is always welcome. If punished for any tardiness the 
opposite will be achieved and it will become shy of its handler. 

To complete this exercise and bring the dog to the correct heel 
position from the "RECALL". The dog is in the "SIT" position 
immedi.ately in front of the handler, and the handler has the lead 
in the right hand and as he gives the command "HEEL" the handler 
takes a step back with the right foot and jerks the lead and passes 
it behind his back round to the front again, at the same time 
patting the left leg with the left hand until the dog is in the 
correct "HEEL" position. 

The exe'rci se mus t be practi ced on the 1 ead unti 1 the dog obeys 
the command "HEEL" without any inducement or guidance from the 
handler • 
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The importance and nature of police work· places the police dog in a 
special class, even though among the working breeds of dogs. The 
number of working hours, the physical exertion and the constant 
vigilance which must be maintained by the dogs while working is very 
demanding on the dog's body. Thus, the heaith and care of the dog 
is extremely important to the successful accomplishment of the teams 
function, and every effort must be made to keep the animals in the 
best possible state of health. . 

The veterinarian is able to apply his skill and training in his 
efforts toward treatment, prevention and control of diseases, but, 
requires the handler's help. The handler must possess a knowledge 
of those diseases that can seriously affect the health of his 
animal so that he can immediately report any symptoms to his 
instructor or veterinarian. The following information emphasizes 
the handler's responsibility in good grooming and inspection of his 
dog for his health. 

GROOMING AND INSPECTION 

Routine grooming and inspection are extremely important events in 
the life of a police dog. So important in fact that they must be 
accomplished on a daily basis the year around. With grooming you 
are helping to keep your dog in good health by proper care of his 
skin and coat. When inspecting your dog you are looking for signs 
of illness or disease that )j'Jay be affecting his health. Although 
grooming and inspection are different procedures they are considered 
together because a large part of inspecting is performed at the time 
of the grooming. 

GROOMING 

German Shepherd dogs have a double coat; the deeper layer, or under
coat, is composed of soft woolly hair and the outer coat ;s composed 
of stiff hair, which is somewhat oily and water resistant. It is 
important that you brush your dog's coat daily. First, give the dog 
a good brisk rubdown with your fingers to loosen the dead skin and 
hair .. Follm'l the rubdown with a thorough brushing. The coat should 
be brushed twice~ first against and then with the lay of the coat. 
This not only keeps the dog's coat clean and free from foreign matter 
but also polishes it so that it imparts a healthy glowing appearance. 
Occasionally you may have to comb your dog's coat, i.e., when losing 
their winter coat, but in the winter combing should be very limited 
to avoid tearing out the warm undercoat~ Bathing is not a routine 
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part of grooming, but occasionally a bath may be necessary. 
The skin of your dog has many glands which produce an oily 
sUbstance. This sUbstance keeps the skin soft and prevents 
it from becoming dry and cracked. In addition, it protects 
the hair coat and makes it water resistant. When a dog is 
bathed too frequently this natural oil is removed and the skin 
and hair coat become unnaturally dry and the skin may crack and 
open same to infection. It is best to rely on the advice of the 
Veterinarian as to the frequency of bathing and the type of soap 
to use. He will generally recommend that a mild soap be used and 
that the dog be given a thorough rinsi~g after the bath. 

EYES 

A dog's eyes are often referred to as the mirror of his body. This 
means that illness of the body as a whole is frequently accompanied 
by changes in the eyes. Your dog's eyes should normally be bright 
and clear with the surrounding membranes pink in color. Symptoms 
of trouble which you might detect in the eyes include reddish or 
yellowish discoloration of the membranes and whites of the eye; 
paleness of the membranes, the presence of whitish or yellowish 
discharge from the eyes and cloudiness or other discoloration of 
the clear portion of the eye (cornea). 

NOSE 

The black pad at the end of your dog's nose is usually shiny and 
moist. If it is persistently dry and dull it may be a symptom of 
illness. Other symptoms which you may observe in your inspection 
include; the presence of a watery yellowish or reddish (bloody) 
discharge coming from, or caked around, the external openings of 
the nose; sneezing, snorting and pawing at the nose. Under NO 
circumstances should you probe into the nose with anything. . 

The erect portion of the ear which is most obvious to you is 
called the ear flap or leather. Leading downward from the base 
of the ear flap is the ear canal. The portion of the canal which 
you can see with the un-aided eye is the vertica1 canal. There is 
a deeper portion which you cannot see which is called the horizontal 
canal. Small quantities of brownish wax are frequently seen in the 
vertical canal and are normal. The presence of 'reddish discoloration, 

, 
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swelling or large amount of discharge in the ear canal are abnormal 
and should be reported. Other symptoms which you may observe 
associated with the ears include a foul odor from the canals, 
shaking of the head, holding the ear flap down, holding the head to 
one side, twitching the ear, scratching or pawing at the ear, and 
pain when the ear is touched. You will be instructed on how to clean 
your dog's ears d~ring lectures. You must never probe down into the 
ear canal with any object. 

MOUTH 

When the handler looks into the dog's mouth, there are numerous 
things that need to be checked. Normally the gums and inner aspect 
of the lips are a healthy pink in color. The teeth should be firm 
and shining white in color. Symptoms of illness to lOJk for include 
paleness of the gums and membranes, redness and bleeding of gums, 
sores of various types, persistent drooling, bloody saliva and a 
foul breath. Loose and broken teeth, tartar accumulations on the 
teeth and foreign objects lodged between the teeth are other conditions 
that should be reported. The handler should also take notice of any 
gagging or pawing at the mouth. 

SKIN AND HAIR COAT 

Under normal conditions the hair coat of the dog should have a glossy 
appearance if he is well fed and .. well groomed,~nd the skin should 
be soft and pliable. The hair coat is subject-to chlnges in appear
ance when the climate and season change. The undercoat is thicker 
and more prominent in cold climates or seasons; shedding is more . 
noticeable in hot climates or seasons. These changes in the dog's~) 
coat are normal. The following conditions are indications of skin 
trouble: reddening, moist discharges, scabbing, scratching, shedding 
that is abnormal for the season or climate, loss of hair in one or 
several spots, dryness, and loss of pliability~ The handler 
should always watch for fleas, ticks and lice. 

FEET 

Proper care and attention must be given to the police dog's feet if 
the animal ;s to carry out his duties effectively. The handler must 
inspect the dog's feet for foreign objects that may be caught in the 
pads or hair, for cuts and bruises, and for abrasion of the pads. 
The dog will usually keep his nails worn to the proper length so that 
when he stands the tips of the nails do not touch the ground. Some 
times, however, the nails become too long and interfere with his work. 
This should be reported as should any nails broken or split. Attention 
should be paid to the dew claws which may grow until they curve back 
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into the 60g's leg. The handler should notice any lameness, 
as this is a symptom of a foot problem. 

LIMBS 

The legs of the dog, as well as the feet, should be carefully 
checked. Wounds, swellings, and sores of various kinds may be found. 
Lameness is also a common symptom of problems in the legs and should 
be reported at once. On the forelegs there is normally an area on 
the outer side of each elbow which is known as the callus. This is 
an area of hairless thickened skin which is about an inch in diameter. 
When the dog lies down or gets up a pressure and. abrasive action is 
exerted on the callus and it may become inflamed. If this happens 
it should be reported to the veterinarian. 

GENITALS 

If the dog is a male there are certain things to look for in the 
genital organs. The penis is located in a fold of skin known as the 
prepuce or sheath. Normally there is a small amount of greenish
yellow discharge from the prepuce which the dog removes while cleaning 
himself. Should this discharge be present in large amounts or in 
increased amounts., it should be reported. The penis is subject to a 
number of injuries and the appearance of blood from the prepuce should 
be reported immediately. The scrotum is the pouch of the skin in 
which the testicles are located; the handler should note any swelling, 
reddening or scabbing of the scrotum. 

ANAL REGION 

The last portion of the dog's digestive tract is called the rectum 
and the opening from the rectum to the outside of the body is called 
the anus. On either side of the rectum near the anus is a small 
gland known as the anal gland. This gland is frequently a source of 
trouble in the anal region. The handler should look for any swelling 
and reddening of the skin in the area or of anus itself. The dog 
may turn to bite at the area or may slide along tHe ground while in 
a sitting position. 

ATTITUDE 

The dog's attitude is one of the best indications of his general state 
of health. Through the handler's close association with, and the 
knowledge of his dog, he can readily detect a change of attitude. If 
the dog begins to show undue nervousness, loss of vitality and energy, 
an increased desire for sleep, quick tiring or inattention while on 
duty or in training, the handler should report this immediately. 

'-
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BODY FUNCTIONS 
, 

This refers to the natural functions which are continuously 
carried on by the body; breathing, digestion, formation of waste 
products, etc. Disturbances in these natural functions are 
accompanied by many symptoms. The handler's alertness in detecting 
them is extremely important. The handler may notice an increase or 
decrease in appetite or thirst or a change in the manner of breathing 
such as an unusual amount:'0f panting. Vomiting may occur, or there 
may be a change in the nature of the stool as evidenced bya very 
soft or watery stool, blood may occur in the vomitus or in' the 
stool. Whenever possible the handler sl;ould watch his dog ~,Illl~n the 
animal is urinating, or having a bowel movement. By doing su'the 
handler may be able to detect blood in the urine or that his dog is 
having dI~fficulty with the passage of urine or a stool. If b100d is 
present in the urine the handler shou1d notice whether it is the 
first or last portion of the urine or whether it is distributed 
throughout the entire passage. The handler should pay attention to 
the frequency of urination and bowel movement and report increases 
or decreases in the frequency of either. 

TEMPERATURE 

A dog's body temperature can readily be determined and is one of the 
best indications of the animal's state of health. Normally the body 
temperature is within the range of 101.5 to 102.5 degrees. Variation 
from this range frequently indicates an illness of some type, however; 
some variation may not be abnormal, e.g., following exercise or 
agitation. The handler should always consult his instructor of the 
veterinarian when variations from the normal are detected. A dog's 
temperature is always taken rectally and the thermometer should be 
left in the rectum from 2 to 3 minutes before the reading is taken. 

COM M 0 N DIS E A S E S 0 F DOG S 

The causes of diseases that may affect dogs are many and varied. The 
foll ovli ng paragraphs will be 1 i mi ted to a few of the common and 
important diseases of dogs~ In dealing with them, the veterinarians 
concern is not only in treating the infected animal but also in pre~ 
venti ng and contro 11 i ng its spread. In some cases these di seases 
might be spread to humans and the veterinarian is very interested in 
preventing this. The veterinarian is able to apply his skill and 
training in his efforts toward treatment, prevention and control of 
diseases, but, he requires your help. He relies heavily on your 
detection of symptoms and on your reporting them quickly. 
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CANINE DISTEMPER 

This widespread disease is caused by a virus. It is very serGous, 
highly contagious and it is very often fatal. It is found mostly in 
young dogs, but it may affect an animal of any age. Canine dis
temper is usually spread from one infected dog to another through 
the air. Many of the tissues and organs of the body (involving the 
brain, lungs and intestines) are affected by the virus which causes 
canine distemper. An infected animal may show the following symptoms: 
yellowish discharge from the eyes and nose, coughing, fever, loss 
of appetite, vitality, also, diarrhea and convulsions. Immunization 
will usually prevent canine distemper. 

INFECTIOUS CANINE HEPATITIS 

This is also a widespread virus disease of dogs and as with distemper 
it is seen most commonly in young dogs but may affect animals of all 
ages. The majority of infected animals recover after a long period 
of recuperation. Infectious canine hepatit~s is spread from one 
animal to another through contaminated feedin~ and drinking pans and 
through the urine of infected dogs. Primarily, this virus affects the 
blood vessels and the liver. Symptoms are fever, loss of vitality and 
loss of appetite. Immunization is used to prevent this disease. 

LEPTOSPIROSIS 

Bacteria causes leptospirosis. a disease fairly common in dogs. 
Animals other than dogs can be infected and it can be transmitted to 
man. It is a serious disease and many infected dogs die. Leptospirosis 
;s spread through the urine of infected animals; dogs and rats are. 
common sources of infection. In a dog with leptospirosis, the stomach, 
liver, kidneys and intestines are some of the organs of the body which 
are infected most. Symptoms may" include muscular stiffness and sore
ness, fever, reddening of the membranes of the mouth and eyes, loss 
of appetite, vomiting and diarrhea. 

I\~ with distemper and infectious canine hepatitis, immunization is 
the method used to prevent the disease. To control the spread of 
leptospirosis emphasis is placed on keeping the kennel area free of 
rats, since these rodents may be carriers of the disease. The 
possibility of human infection with leptospirosis points out the 
need for per~onal hygiene when handling dogs. Since there are 
several diseases which can be passed from dog to man, the handler must 
ah-mys wash his h~nd thoroughly after hqndling his dog. 
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RABIES 

This disease, sometimes called hydrophobias is one of the most 
serious disease of men and animals. It is caused by a virus and 
affects all warm blooded animals. Some countries of the world are 
free of the disease, but in most, inc1uding the United States, it 
is still a problem. It is spread through the saliva of infected 
animals; for this reason, it is usually associated with a bite from 
an infected animal. With the possible exception of bats all 
infected animals die. In an animal the nerves, spinal cord and 
brain are the parts of the body which are most affected. Symptoms 
of rabies may include a SUdden change of disposition, excitement, 
difficulty in swallowing water or food, paralysis and coma. Dogs 
with rabies often have paralysis of the muscles in the jaw and the 
lower jaw will remain partially dropped. Such an animal may appear 
to have something lodged in the mouth or throat. It is always wise 
for the handler, with an animal with such appearance, to have the 
veterinarian examine rather than attempt an examination himself. 
Because rabies is spread through the saliva of an infected animal 
the handler should report any wounds he or his dog receive by being 
bitten; this includes handlers who are bitten by their own dogs. 

PARASITIC INFESTATIONS 

Not only contagious disease but also parasitic infestations can 
materially affect the health of a dog. There are many disease of 
dogs which are caused by animal agents known as parasites. These 
parasites all have one thing in common: they depend apon animals, 
such as dogs, for a livelihood. 

Some parasites live on the outside of the dog's body or in the skin. 
These are called external parasites. Others live inside the dog's 
body and are called internal parasites. Many of these live in the 
intestines, and one internal parasite lives in the dog1s heart. 

All parasites are harmful to the ~ealth of the dog and some can 
spread diseases to the dog or the handler. They should all be 
controlled as quickly as possible. 

When speaking of parasites, the term "life cycle"\refers to the stages 
of development in the parasite's life from the beginning as an egg 
or larva (immature form) to the time it becomes an adult. A knowledge 
of the life. cycle is extremely important in the control of parasites. 



-18-

EXTERNAL PARASITES 

The parasites discussed here are all small insects. These parasites, 
which live on and in the skin, cause damage by sucking blood or by 
eating at the dog's tissues. In doing so they produce an irritation 
and the dog responds by biting and scratching himself. This in turn 
may cause further damage and aggravate the dog's condi ti:~n. 

TICKS 

These small parasites are very common in many parts of the United 
States. They suck the blood from the dog and, when in large numbers, 
may cause a serious loss of blood. Ticks can most often be observed 
standing still on the dog's body with their heads buried deep in 
the skin. Ticks are capable of spreading diseases through their 
bites, including human' diseases. The handler should exercise care 
when handling ticks and should receive instructions from the veter
inarian or vetel"inarian officer before trying to remove them. Ticks 
do not spend all of their lives on the body of the dog and may be 
found in bedding or in cracks in the floors and sides of the kennel. 
They may be present in the grass and bushes of the training and working 
areas. Control therefore does not only depend on treating the 
individual animal. It may also be necessary to treat the kennels and 
training and working areas with insecticides. Treatment with insecti
cides must be accomplished only with the approval of the veterinarian, 
as many chemicals can be harmful to dogs. 

FLEAS 

These pests torment the dog, irritate his skin, and spread diseases. 
They are most often observed as they crawl or hop very rapidly through 
the dog's coat of hair. They are difficult to control because they 
do not spend all of their time on the body but, live in be~ding and 
in the cracks of the kennel. Control depends upon repeated individual 
treatment and kennel sanitation. 

LICE 

There are two types of lice which affect dogs: biting lice and 
sucking lice. Biting lice live off the dog's tissues, while sucking 
lice such their blood. Both produce great irritation. ,Biting lice 
may be observed crawling over the skin and through the hair. 
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Sucking lice are usually immobile,. and they stand perpendicular to 
the skin. The eggs of lice are called nits and are found as small 
white or gray crescent shaped objects fastened to the hairs. Lice, 
unlike fl~as and ticks, can live only a short time when they are 
not all the dog's body. Control, therefore, depends more on the 
treatment of affected animals. 

MITES 

There are several types of small insects called mites which affect 
dogs and produce a condition known as mange. One of these, the ear 
mite, lives in the ear canals and causes a Sflvere irritation. 
Affected dogs not only scratch at the ears but$ may hold their heads 
to one side and frequently shake their heads. The ear canals usually 
contain a large amount of dark colored discharge. Ear mites are 
small but are visible to the naked eye as tiny white crawling specks. 
Other mites which affect the dog live in the animal's skin. These 
mites are too small to be seen with the naked eye and can be seen 
only with the aid of a microscope. The control of mites depends 
on the treatment of the animal. 

INTERNAL PARASITES 

The parasites which live in the body may cause considerable damage 
by irritating the tissues, constantly robbing the body of blood or 
essential parts of the diet or by interfering with a specific body 
action. Of the internal parasites discussed here, only a part of 
the life cycle is spent in the body of the infected animal.. The 
control measures for these parasites are based largely on a knowledge 
of that part of the life cycle which is spent outside the body. It 
is only by leaving the body that these parasites can spread from 
one animal to another. 

HOOK~IORMS 

One of the most harmful parasites that lives in the dog's intestines 
is the hookworm~ These parasites are small and thread-like, only 
1/2 to 3/4 of a inch in length. Th!;y suck blood and also cause blood 
loss by grasping and tearing at the 'intestinal wall w'lth the many hooks 
in their mouths. 

In the life cycle of hookworms t~'e adult lives in the dog's intestines, 
and eggs are produced by the fem!~le. The eggs are passed in the 
dog's stool. Immature hookworms'i (larvae) develop from these eggs, 
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and these larvae can then infect the same dog or another dog. 
The larvae gain entrance to the body by penetration of the dog's 
skin or by being swallowed as the dog licks the ground or himself. 
After the larvae gain entrance to the body they pass directly to 
the intestine, or through the body tissue, to the lungs. Those 
reaching the lungs are coughed up and swallowed, thereby reaching 
the intestine. Once they are in the intestine they develop into 
adult hookworms and the life cycle begins again. 

Dogs infected with hookworms may have a variety of symptoms, depending 
on how severe the infection is. Membranes of the mouth and eyes may 
be pale, stools may be loose and contain blood. The animal may lose 
weight. By using a microscope the veterinarian makes a diagnosis 
of the disease when he finds hookworm eggs in the animal's stool. 

Control measures consist of treating the individual animal and to 
a large extent on good santtation. The handler who has a knowledge 
of the hookworm's life cycle should understand the importance of 
keeping the kennel area and training grounds free of stools, since 
the stools from infected dogs are the source of infection for 
healthy animals. 

ROUNDWORMS 

These parasites also live in the intestine. They are much larger 
than hook~/orm and vary from 2 to 8 inche3 in length. The life cycle 
is similar to that of the hookworm, however, the eggs, which are 
passed by the adult roundworm, do not develop into larvae until they 
have been swa110wed by a dog. Adult roundworms cause trouble by 
robbing the infected animal of essential nutrients in the diet. The 
larvae produce an irritation as they travel through the lungs. 

Symptoms shown by an infected animal may include vomiting, diarrhea, 
loss of weight and coughi.ng. As with hookworms the diagnosis is made 
by finding the eggs in the stool. Occasionally adult worms may be 
vomited or. passed in a stool, in which case they may be seen by the 
handler. Control measures depend upon treating the individual animal 
and upon good sanitation in the kennel area. 

WHIPWORMS 

These intestinal parasites are smaller than roundworms but larger 

(e I. 

than hookworms. The life cycle is very similar to that of the roundworm, 
however, the larvae do not travel to the lungs before becoming adults 
in the intestine of the infected animal. 
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Symptoms of infection may include diarrhea, loss of weight and 
paleness of the membranes of the mouth and eyes. The diagnosis 
is made by finding the microscopic eggs in the stool. Control 
measures depend upon treating the ind'ividual animal and upon good 
sanitation in the kennel area. 

TAPEWORMS 

These worms are' long~ flat and ribbonlike in appearance. They have 
many segments and a head. The tapeworm uses its head to attach 
itself to the wall of the intestine. There are several kinds of 
tapeworms that may infect the dog's in1:estines, only one of the most 
common ones will be described here. 

The life cycle of the tapeworm is rathElr complex. After the eggs 
have been passed in the dog's stool, they are eaten by the larvae 
(immature form) of the dog flea, the e>:ternal parasite previously 
described. The larvae of the tapeworm develops in the flea J and 
when the adult flea is eaten by the do~" the tapeworm larvae gains 
entrance to the dog's intestine where it develops into an adult 
tapeworm. 

The symptoms produced by the tapeworms may not be too noticeable. 
They may include diarrhea, loss of appettite and loss of weight. 

Some of the tapeworms may pass from the! dog through the bodies of 
rabbits) mice or squirrels (instead of the flea) during their life 
cycle. Dogs become infected by eating a rabbit or other animal 
which contains the tapeworm 1arvae. 

Often the eggs of the tapeworm cannot be· detected by ,the veterinarian 
during stool examinations, many times however a segments will be passed 
by the infected dog. These·.egments may be seen in the stool or among 
the hairs in the dog's anal region as small white objects about 1/4 
of an inch long, and they maybe moving in a rhythmic manner. 

Control measures include treatment of an infected animal, good 
sanitation in the kennel area, control of fleas and not allowing the 
dog to eat animals which are likely sources of infection. 

HEARTWORMS 

Unlike the other internal parasites that have been described, the 
adult heartworm is found in the heart and lungs, rather than in the 
intestines. The heartworm interferes with the heart action and circu
lation of infected dogs. The adult worms are threadlike in appearance 
from 6 to 11 inches long. 
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In the life cycle of the adult worms ,'n the heart produce larvae 
which are called microfilaria. These microfilaria circulate in 
the infected animal's bloodstream where they may be picked Lip by 
mosquitoes the insect responsible for the spread of the heartworm 
parasite from one dog to another. The larvae continue their 
development in the mosquito and then after a period of time are 
injected back into the dog's tissue when the mosquito again feeds 
on the dog. The microfilaria gradua.lly travel to the heart of the 
dog and develop into adults s the life cycle is ready to beg'in again. 

Oog-s infected with heartworms may exhibit coughing, loss of weight, 
difficult breathing and a quick loss of energy. The disease is 
diagnosed by the veterinarian when he finds microfilaria during a 
blood test. Treatment is then given to kill the adult worms and the 
microfilaria. 

Control measures consist of treating infected dogs to prevent them 
from serving as sources of infection, and controlling mosquitoes in 
the area. 

FOREIGN OBJECTS IN THE MOUTt!. 

A police dog will occasionally get a stick or other foreign object 
in his mouth or throat. When this occurs, the dog may cough and gag, 
have difficulty in swallowing, paw at the mouth and drool saliva. 
Should these symptoms appear, caution should be exercised because 
an animal with rabies may show similar symptoms. If the dog is 
obviously having great difficulty in breathing and ~he handler can 
see the foreign object, he should attempt to remove same. In all 
cases, whether the" foreign object has been removed or not, the 
veterinarian should be contacted immediately. 

POISONING 

The handler can usually prevent his dog from becoming poisoned. In 
the approach to all types of diseases and injuries, prevention is 
the desired goal .. With the dog under careful control it should 
be easy to prevent him from eatins anything except his normal ration. 
If food material of any kind is discovered in a place where the dog 
can find it, it must be regarded with great suspicion and the handler 
should not permit his dog to eat it. Such a discovery might suggest 
to the handler the possibility of an attempt to poison a dog. A 
possible source of poisoning for dogs is y'at poison. There are 
several types of rat poison and many of them are harmful to dogs. 

'. 
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The symptoms of poisoning are variable and may be similar to those 
of many disease conditions. Unless the handler is certain that his 
dog has eaten a poisonous susbstance, it is not wise to treat him 
for'poisoning. If, in spite of all the handler precautions his 
dog has eaten poison, immediate action is necessary. The handler 
shoUld notify the veterinarian at once. 

OVERHEATING 

Overheating represents a very serious medical emergency in which 
immediate action by the handler may be necessary to save the animal's 
life. Overheating results when a dog is unable to eliminate its 
body heat rapidly enough. In the summertime, or in hot climates, 
overheating is seen occasionally in working dogs. Overheating may 
eVen occur at night. In hot weather a police dog may become over
heated during training and when he is being transported or left in 
the car for a short time. 

Symptoms of overheating may include vomiting, weakness, unsteady gait, 
difficulty inbreathing or labored breathing, convulsion and 
collapse. There is a very high body temperature of 105 degrees or 
more. 

First aid treatment consists of carrying the animal as rapidly as 
possible to the nearest shade and of trying to lower the boQy heat 
of the animal quickly. Body heat can be lowered by running and 
sponging cold water over the head, body and legs. If a stream, 
or body of water, is available the animal should be immersed. The 
handler must be sure that the dog's head is above, the water at all 
times so that water cannot get into the lungs. If ice is available 
it should be massaged over the body and legs. Ice packs may be 
placed on the inside of the forelegs near the body or on the 
inside of the dog's thighs. Large blood vessels are close to the 
surface in these areas and boQy temperature can be rapidly lowered 
by this means. If the animal must be moved more than a:'few yards 
to the shade or to the treatment area. he should be carried by his 
handler, or transported it! a vehicle. Walking or running him only 
serves to increase the overheating problem. To prevent overheating: 
training and vigorous exercises should be kept to a minimum in very 
hot weather, frequent rest periods should be allowed. 
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L~PDER ~LrMB-CAT/WALK 

During the same period, early in training, the dog should be exposed 
to the other obstacles on a police department agility course. 
Ladder climbs, such as the ladder to the catwalk should be experi
enced early in training and improved upon during the entire course. 
If trouble is encountered in getting a dog up a ladder climb, as on 
the catwalk, the dog could be taken to the opposite end of the catwalk 
where the down ramp is located and walked up the ramp and down the 
ladder. After repeating this several times the dog usually gets 
the idea. In any climbing exercise the dog should be verbally 
encouraged by the handler with the lead held short and the handler 
beside the dog if possible. Once the dog starts the climb the 
handler should not stop the dog until he has reached the top of his 
objective. 

SCAqNG WALL 

A scaling wall should be adjustable and after the dog is j~mping 
the four foot hurdle (discussed previously) he should try the scale 
and the same procedure used in jumping should be utilized. Later in 
training the dog should be commanded to IIclimb ll

• There should be a 
finish to all the obstacles •. After clearing any obstacle the dog 
should be returned to the finish position. 

BROAD JUMP 

The broad jump should also be taught early in training, starting 
with two or three sections spread out to cover about three feet. The 
dog is left in a sit position, on lead and in front of the jump, and 
the handler with lead in hand walks to the other end of the jumps and 
the dog is called. The lead, still in hand, is tightened and the left 
hand again is stnatk adcler the seven ~oot training lead which lifts 
the dog ovet~ the broad jump. When the dog I s four feet come in contact 
with the ground the lead is tightened and the dog is returned to the 
heel position. The same procedure is repeated until the dog jumps 
on command and returns to the heel position. Later in training when 
the lead is removed the dog Wi11 usually step between the spaces in 
the broad jump and often fails to clear the entire obstacle. Several 
things can be tried to correct this situation: 

1. Move the Jumps closer together. 

2. Place a t\VO foot hurdle in the middle of the 
br.oad jump (this will make the dog jump higher 
to clear said obstacle). . 
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3. Return to the use of the lead and have the dog 
complete the exercise correctly. 

TUNNEL OR PIPE 

The tunnel or pipe presents some problems at times and most dogs 
reject this exercise early in training, but after they have been 
properly introduced to the crawl through the pipe they·are/then 
anxious to please the handler and complete the exercise on command. 
The dog is placed in the down position at one entrance to the pipe 
with the handler at his side. Prior to the aforementioned the trainer 
has already placed a 30 foot web lead through the pipe so the snap 
end is in front of the dog. The snap of the 30 foot web lead is . 
attached to the dog by the handler and the dog is commanded to 
crawl. When the command is given the trainer, on the other end 
of the pipe and the 30 foot web lead, pulls on said lead. not giving 
up to resistance on the part of the dog which is usual at first, 
making sure the dog continues through the pipe. When the dog's 
head has started through the pipe the handler r'uns to the other end 
where the trainer is and assumes control of the web lead from the 
trainer and the handler then finishes pulling the dog through the 
pipe and praises the dog for doing said exercise. 

CONCLUSION 

A good agility course should be: 

1. Functional and not just fancy. 

2. In good repair and painted as stated before in 
a light color. 

3. Contain the types of obstacles which the dog 
may encounter during his actual tour of duty 
on street patrol. 

4. All ladder climbs should be interchangeable in 
rungs so the dog will not get used to just one 
kind and meet the various types which are used 
on assorted ladder types. 



SENSE OF SMELL 
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The nose is the dogs must important weapon. Because a dogs sense 
of smell is so much more highly· developed than a mans, he can be 
used for tracking by the direct scent of the human body, by ground 
scent and additional scent. (see chart) It has been found by 
experiment that if the olfactory nerves in a ne\'I-born pup are cut, 
the dog will die because he cannot find the way to the mother's 
teats for food. Newborns are temporarily blind, therefore they move 
solely by scenting. A dog lives in a world of smells. and quickly 
learns to discriminate between them. Consequently, a police dog 
brought to the scene of a crime can pick up and follow a ground scent; 
or can quickly search a wide area, and will disclose persons (or 
property) hiding in the vicinity by picking them up by direct scent, 
even if they are concealed in dense vegetation, or in trees. Equally 
good results can be obtained in the searching of large premises of 
warehouses or factory areas. Darkness is really no handicap for this 
type of dog work. This quality is also of the greatest value on 
patrol. The dog is trained to give warning to his handler, of persons 
whose presence in the vicinity would not otherwise be revealed. With 
the assistance of his dog, a handler is in a position to investigate 
and make an arrest when a large number of policemen, alone, might 
fail. 

TRACKING 

Tracking ;s ~ exercise that a dog cannot be made to do. A dog must 
track because he wants to. The technique of teaching a dog to track 
is by stimulation and incentive. 

Stimulation is induced by the tone of voice. Incentive is given by 
praising, and correctional type of voice tone when the dog droops an 
article without command. Another incentive when teaching the dog to 
track is to lay a short track and allow the dog to see it laid. 
Proper handling of the tracking line must. be accomplished by the 
·handler. It should always be handled lightly, never jerking or 
pulling the dog about. If the dog goes to the full length of the 
line, a steady holding pressure should be used. If the line is jerked, 
the dog will invariably lift its head. When tracks are first laid, 
they should be of short length and time duration. A heavy scent pad 
should be ~aid, gradually becoming lighter as the dog advances in 
talent. In the first stages, the handler should always see the track 
laid and know as near as possible, where the turns are and where 
articles are dropped. A gradual increase of time and distance of 
the track can be made as the handler and dog learn to work together. 
However, bpth should not be built at the same time. The existing 
conditions~will determine the length and time of track during training. 
The type of terrain will also be taken into consideration. 

\) 
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In a dogs nose are oTfacto¥y nerves which are much more sensitive 
than mans. Periodically, during a track, a dog will, by nature, lift 
its head and clear these olfactory senses to combat nasal fatiguei, 
The type of surface the dog is tracking on will affect the length 
of time it takes for nasal fatigue to set in. 

vlhen laying a track, the "criminal ll shou~d never place dn article 
on a turn. The dog should be giv~m room to cast when losing the 
track on a turn. The handler should never stand on a turn when 
the dog is tracking. It reduces the dogs chances of picking up a 
clean track. 

When placing articles on a track, they should a'iways be put in the 
line of the tra¢k. Large ones should be used at first. The articles 
shou1d vary (wood, paper, rubber, cloth, etc.)' 

Tracking must be a coordinated effo\"t by dog and handler. The handler 
must acquaint himself with the signs of indication his dog gives. He 
must learn to handle the 1ine properly and learn to use his voice 
for control and stimulation. 

During training, avoid putting a man on the end of a track all the 
time. Vary your condition of tracking by placing other objects, 
because, it will tend, after a. time, to not on~Y make- a.:dog track too 
fast, but will probably cause him to miss a turn, or drop an article, 
and also tends to make the dog lift his head to Hair scent ll instead 
of keeping his nose down, which is a requirement if the dog is to track 
successfully. 

In tracking, a dog must always reach a successful conclusion on a 
track. This is most important in refresher training. To accomplish 
this, the handler must know exactly where the track goes and where 
articles are dropped. In training, it is the job of the "criminal'! 
to try not to lose the dog. Quite the contrary. Q'llt. if the 
handler knows exactly where the track goes, can he learn to read his 
dogs signs, when the dog goes off to investigate a fresher "cross 
track", misses a turn, indicates a dropped article, etc. By knowing 
these Signs of indication in his dog, a handler \'/i11 be able to tell 
much about an actual track when on a practical job on the street. 
This paint cannot be stressed too strongly. It is incumbent upon 
the handler that he watch the track laid, or ask the "criminal" the 
exact details of the track, if he is to have the needed confidence in 
his dog when on an actual job. 

.. 
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SUMMARY POINTS OF THEORY OF SCENT 

1. Sweat consists of 99,% water and 1% fatty acids. The 
latter of which contains the scent. 

2. Man loses 1/64% of his total weight or approximately 
2 pounds of sweat every 24 hours. 

3. Scent is not due to finely divided particles of 
odoriferous matter, either solid or liquid, but to 
scent molecules dispersed as a gas and carried by 
air currents to the olfactory senses. 

4. The individual scent track of a man is caused by a 
trail of odorous liquid particles. (scent oil) 

5. Scent oil of man derives its individual odor from 
the fatty acids of which IIIsovalerianic and Propianic" 
give out the most lasting smells. 

6. The scent trail of a mixture of fatty acids forming 
synthetic sweat, evaporates after five hours of 
exposure to sunlight. 

7. Individual scent tracks of all anim&ls are due to a 
trail of scent oil. 

8. The most favorable conditions for scent are when the 
do~ is tracking upwind and when the earth is warmer 
than the air (i.e., nig~t). 

9. Any sudden fall of temperature in the air causes scent 
to be good and vic2-versa. 

10. Experiments prove that the earth breathes. Scent is 
good when the earth is ·"exhaling and vice-versa. 

11. The earth exhales when the temperature is higher than 
that of the air and Vice-versa. 

12. Scent 1s usually bad when the sun is shining. 

13. The scent of grass is not greatly affected by sunlight. 

14. Scent will not last longer than five hours during direct 
sunlight in warm weather. 
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15. No dog (including bloodhounds) can track a man after 
five hours of direct sunlight unless it has .learned 
to follow the track of bruised herbage or other 
additional scent which is independent of the natural 
and distinctive odm' of the quarry. 

16. Sunlight deodorizes scent owing to the ultra-violet 
rays. 

17. It has been found that the track of a man may be 
deodorized more effectively during one hour of 
sunlight than ten hours of darkness. 

18. A high wind causes eddy-currents and makes scent 
conditions uncertain. 

19. Scent is good in snow which has fallen before a frost 
and vice-versa. 

20. Frost checks scent which may appear when thawed. 

21. Heavy rain, falHng on a track, obliterates scent. 

22. Heavy rain, obliterates scent, high winds dis!;i,ipates scent. 

23. r~oist land carries a better scent than dry. 

24. Scent spreads with great rapidity in water. 

25. Barometic pressure has no perceptible influence on scent. 

26. A scent trail is caused by actual contact between the 
quarry and the surface to which the scent is imparted 
or by air-borne scent. 

27. So called "body scent" only exists when the quarry is 
close enough for his direct scent ~o be detected by the 
dog. 

28. Dogs tracking many yards down wind of the quarry's path 
are following the scent carried by the wind from the 
track of the quarry (air-borne scent). 

29. Dogs probably hunt a strong line of scent at some distance 
downwind in order to avoid nasal fatigue. 

30. A traii of scent is left when a weight is dragged across 
a grass field due to the oderiferous juices of the crushed 
gras~. 
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31. Grass will not given out a scent when crushed during 
a frost. 

32. Rubber does not leave a lasting scent. 

33. Nasal fatigue will set in if an odor is continuously 
smelled for a short time {i.e., hospital, flowers, etc.}, 

34. Nasal fatigue in dogs may occur after two minutes of 
continuous sniffing of a strong scent, but the olfactory 
senses will recover after a rest of thirty seconds. 

35. The stronger the smell, the quicker nasal fatigue 
wi 11 appea r . 

36. All scent tracks grow weaker owing to evaporation. 

37. Cancellation of scent may be caused by chemical action. 

38. A scent may be overwhelmed or masked by a more powerful odor. 

39. A combination of scents may form a different smell than 
that of the individual ingredients. 

40. Dogs cannot track over burnt grass, dry sand or other 
surfaces where particles irritate their nostrils. 
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COMPOSITION 
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Canine Community Relations in the Metropolitan Police Department 
is a very important and useful Section in:our Ciealing with the 
public. When the Canine Corps was in its lIyouth", there was a 
great amount of animosi~y created in the city by militant groups. 
Basically, their theory was, IIWe don't need those vicious, killer 
dogs herding us around'. IIWe are not animals ll

• 

The only true w,ay to suppress this kind of thinking was to give 
the public a better understanding of the trained canine, qualifications 
of the officers that must handle these dogs, how the dog is trained~ 
what he is trained to do, how he gets along with the public, and 
most of all, how the Police Department obtains the dogs (through 
donation). 

The Chief of Police, realizing this critdcal situation that existed 
in the minds of the public, implemented a Canine Community Relations 
Program. 

There is usually a problem in selecting a man-dog team for Community 
Relations. First, an officer has to be selected that is willing to 
accept this kind of program, one who is tactful in his manner of 
speaking to the public, know what he is talking about, has a dog 
that will get along with the public, yet do his job as a police dog 
should when he is assigned to street duty. 

When a Community Relations Officer talks to an audience about how 
friendly his dog is, he must be in a position to prove this. If 
there is any doubt in the officers mind as to his dogs ability 
to perform correctly before the public, he should never put himself 
or his dog in a position to be critici~ed; forras sure as this happens, 
his dog is going to bite someone, and this may well 'spoil the who~e 
program. 

Your program must be organized a·s far as presenting your dog to the 
public for demonstrations in basic obedience. 

First, it is always suggested that you, with your dog, go out into 
the "field" and personally set up your demonstrations, thereby letting 
the public know that you are interested in them knowing about the 
Canine. 

Generally, people think that the canine is trained only to be vicious. 
therefore causing them to have fear of the dog as soon as they 
come in contact with him. The first impression is usually the best, 
therefore, by entering a building and allowing a dog to move through 
a crowd without him become aggressive will substantiate the point 
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that you wil1 make in your talk and demonstration, that the dog 
is safe, and reacts on your command. Walk your dog to the front 
of the audience, put him in a "Down" pOSition and do not allow 
him to move until you are ready to start your program. This in 
itself should be enough evidence that your dog is better trained 
than some people, (which in many cases, the public will tell you 
thi s). 

In settjng up your programs, it is always advisable to know the 
audience you will be addressing, such as, ages and type groups. 
In the schools, your audience will consist of age groups, Pre
school through the 2nd grades, of which you can talk on one level, 
and 3rd grades through 4th who are almost on an equal level, and 
5th through 6th grades, who usually understand the normal every 
day language. Junior High School through College level, you will 
find to be your best level, wherein you will feel more freedom in 
talking to them. 

In putting on a public demonstration, there must be a pattern or 
outline to follow. Through habit, this will become a part of your 
everyday living; you will first gain confidence in what you are 
talking about, your manner of delivery will be more intelligible, 
you are able to insert more knowledge of your subject as you proceed 
;n the demonstration and speech. Have someone critique your program. 
It is advisable to start your program with a history of how the dog 
is obtained. In the case of the Metropolitan Police Department, 
our dogs are donated to us by va~ious citizens in the Metropolitan 
Area, the District of Columbia, Maryland and Virginia. We use 
only the male shepherd between the ages of one to two years. The 
dogs are more adaptable to their training at those ages. 

There are various reasons why we only use the German Shepherd, but 
our main reasons are, they are plentiful, even-tempered, very 
intelligent, a large type dog, works well in extreme cold temperatures, 
and makes a good family dog. 

The Community Relations Program can best be put over by showing the 
public, through demonstrations, how the dog is trained. The average 
citizen that has an interest in dogs, would like to know how they 
are trained. This is a part of your program that would hold their 
interest throughout. It is also advisable to began by showing how 
the Canine is trained to walk on one side of you and only on that side. 
In our training, the dog is taught to walk on the left side of every 
canine officer, because we go along with the majority. The majority 
of our officers are right handed and the lead is carried in the ~ 
left hand. If the situation presented itself, wherein the officer 
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had to get to his service revolver in a hurry, his right hand 
would be free to do so without interruption. The left handed 
officer also walks with his dog on the left; the only difference 
is, if he choses, he may carry the ·lead in the right hand,with 
the same results. We use the example of persons who walk their 
dogs (or rather the dogs who walk thei)" masters) with th~m 
pulling. We show how to put and keep the choke chain up and 
around the dogs ears, tell him to heel and jerk a't the same time 
the command is given, and repeat the procedure until the dog 
becomes familiar with it. 

After your demonstration, always allow enough time for questions. 
This procedure will eventually "Relax ll you, and cause you to 
gain more knowledge of your subject. Remember, you cannot tell 
everything about Canine in a short time. The average demonstration 
should take'no more than thirty minutes to one hour. "Little 
people ll lose interest fast, and the "Big people ll can keep you 
"forever". Outline a procedure of your delOOnstration, practice 
tt, and you will find that less retractions will be made during 
your program and success is sure to be gained. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In February of 1969, as a part of a continuing program to 
eliminate 'drug abuse in Washington, D.C., it was decided by the 
Metropo li ta,n Pol i ce Department to s tudyand determi ne the 
feasibility of training dogs to detect narcotics. 

A two year old black, male, labrador retriever and two german 
shepherds were trained to find narcotics. They were selected 
because of their friendly disposition and adaptability to this 
type of work. 

By the use of a narcotic seeking dog, whose dominant feature is 
his ability to discriminate by scent, and the fact that narcotics 
can be secreted in such small quantities in hard to locate areas_ 
many hours of police searching can be saved with the use of a dog. 

The Narcotic Dogs, demonstrate a high degree of proficiency in 
. detecting, on and off lead, carefully concealed narcotics in 
buildings, airports, warehouses, bus stations baggage rooms, ;n 
automobiles and on people. Their services have been utilized 
with a great deal of success by our' Narcotic Squad, as well as 
other local and federal agencies. 

SELECTION OF A HANDLER 

Potential marijuana dog handlers should be selected from the 
following: 

1. Volunteers who have a love for dogs will establish 
a better relationship between the man and dog. 

2. Officers who have already received some Police 
dog training. 

3. Patience. The performance of the dog will eq~ate 
directly to the capabilities of the handler. 

§FLECTION OF DOGS 

1. A dog less than twelve months of age should not be 
considered, because the attention span is limited. 

2. Temperament is a most important factor. 

3. Alertness. 
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4. Good physical condition. 

5. Breed - known to have good scenting ability. 

MATERIALS TO BE USED IN TRAINING 

Marijuana and Heroin in various stages, e.g., raw, pure, ground 
up, old, etc.~ should be obtained. At the beginning, the narc
otics should be diVided into various portions, sewed into pillow 
ticking, and with heroin in plastic bags $0 that the dog can 
hold a bag in his mouth without consumption or loss of the narc
otics. Start with large amounts, as pure as possible and gradually 
decrease to smaller portions as the dog progresses in proficiency. 

Other items that are needed in training are herbs such as oregano, 
parsley, basil and any other herb that looks and smells like 
marijuana. All of the above should be sewed into pillow ticking 
and marked so that contents are known. Along with the information 
items, raw quinine, lactose, dextrose and powdered sugar should 
be obtained for heroin. 

Great care should be taken to prevent the marijuana from coming 
in contact with any other package used. to avoid contamination 
and transference of scent. 

TRAINING METHODS 

The overall training program may be viewed in four phases: The 
first is the establishment of rapport between man and dog while 
training in basic obedience. Second, distinguishing between 
marijuana and other scents. Third, detection of heroin. Fourth, 
detection of narcotics in progressively more difficult corycealment 
and develop proficiency in finding narcotics under s;'li1ulated 
field conditions. 

The exact amount of time it takes to train a dog depends on the 
ability, personality and interest of the dog. The proficiency 
of the dog is developed by working a couple of hours each day 
for about twelve weeks. A higher degree of proficiency will be 
attained after the dog has acquired experience on the street, 
working in the natural surroundings where marijuana and heroin 
is used. 

Medical check up should be obtained on all dogs in training to 
locate heroin, before starting the dogs they should have a blood 
test and urine test and maintain a chart with the findings. You 
should continue the test periodically during training. 

.. 
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The exact amount of time it takes to train a dog depends on the 
ability, personality and interest of the dog. The proficiency 
of the dog is developed by working a couple of hours a day for 
about twelve weeks. A higher degree of proficiency will be 
attained after the dog has acquired experience on the street, 
working in the natural surroundings where narcotics are used. 

The first week of training should consist of basic obedience, such 
as heel, sit, down and recall. It is important that the dog has 
a certain amount of basic obedience for control. Little emphasis 
should be placed on regimentation so that most of the rewards given 
will be associated with retrieVing articles. At all times, lavish 
praise as a t"eward is extremely important. 

In initial phases of training the area must be free of distraction) 
such as individuals, dogs f etc. Later, the dog may be introduced 
to distractions of the type that will be actually encountered, 
and should ignore these distractions. This should not be done 
until the dog becomes proficient at basic search and scenting 
techniques. 

After a week of basic obedience you should start the game of 
fetching articles. The initial training of retrieving articles 
involves the sense of sight more than the sense of smell. You 
start this exercise by throwing an article out and have the dog 
retrieve same, also by p1aying a game of holding the article in 
his mouth, always pratising the dog. 

The command you can use ;s "Find and Fetch". When the dog runs 
after the article and picks it up, drop the command "Find" and 
tell him to "Fetch". When he picks it up, playa game of tug-of-war 
with him saying, "Hold it" and then pack up giving the command to 
"Cornell. After a short distance you m1}~ take the article from the 
dog and reward him a lot of praise. 

As the dog's interest increases and you feel the dog is petrieving 
on command is enjoying it, change the article and use a bag of 
marijuana. At first the dog may not like the smell or taste~ but, 
with constant praise and work the dog should accept the smell and 
taste. 

In approximately the fifth week as the dog's proficiency in 
retrieving increases, a bag of marijuana is thrown straight out, 
increasing the difficulty of the game. Initially this should be 
done by throwing the marijuana into a concealed ioeation such as 
high places or behind something. This encourages the animal to 
search by using his nose. He should be able to find the marijuana, 
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with constant encouragem~nt from the handler. Whenever he finds 
the marijuana praise him, let him know when he finds his objective 
that he gets a reward (praise). 

At this point, the relationship between the handler and the dog is
critical. The key to training a dog is to communicate to him just. 
what is desired. The handler must convey to the dog the understanding 
that he will be praised when he indicates the presence of marijuana. 
The actual form of ilndi cati on is unimportant as long -as the handl er 
can interpret it. 

SIXTH WEEK 

I _ 

When the dog can detect marijuana and locate it in very difficult 
places, introduce him to heroin, starting with pure heroin and gradually 
reducing the percentage from 50% to 25%, etc. Make sure the dog is 
proficient in each percentage before moving to the next percentage 
exercise. 

Finding by scenting should be encouraged by hiding drugs in pro
gressively more difficult locations, and also in places where the 
dog cannot retrieve it. 

The dog should also learn to gain reward (praise) by alerting at 
the location where the marijuana is hidden. When working an area, 
use systematic screening of the area, don't go directly to the 
location, but, let the dog work a little on his own, giVing you an 
idea of how he works away from the scent of the narcoti cs. Because 
each dogs indication is different, there is no standard method in 
which each dog can be trained, instead, each handler is trained to 
recognize the way his particular dog responds to the scent of drugs. 
Some of the methods you may use to encourage are: barking when hidden 
up high and out of reach, retrieve by fetching, scratching at 
locations where hidden, pointing, wagging his tail, going into a down 
or sitting position, staying at the location, etc. 

The ease with which a dog can detect narcotics varies directly 
with the amount of drugs and length of time it has been hidden. 
Therefore, when the animal ;s expected to detect recently hidden 
narcotics, larger qUantitites should be used. On extremely small 
amounts, it should be left for a longer period of time, allowing 
the scent to escape and spread. 
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SEVENTH AND EIGHTH WEEK 

Depending on how we11 the dog has progressed, you can start hiding 
in very difficult locations with accompanying development of 
systematic techniques. For examp1e, foct lockers, buried in the 
ground, desk, closet, etc. 

When searching automobjles, guide the dog in a systematic search of 
the car on lead, makin~ sure the dog has a chance to search all areas 
of the car. Cars and ~mal1 rooms should be done on lead as these 
areas are too confining and the dog has a hard time working without 
guidance. Around the ninth week, a rejection period may be observed 
in the dog as training becomes intensified and progressively harder. 
This is the time when the game of retrieving becomes work and his 
interest will decline. This is a type of boredom that is caused by 
working in familiar training areas and exercises. 

To solve this, try something in more practical field operations, e.g., 
bus stations, warehouses, etc., these areas being populated to 
accustom the dog to distractions. 

In the final weeks of training, hide the narcotics in various sizes, 
and more than one pack, also, when hiding the marijuana, hide herbs 
similar in scent, such as bay leaves, parsley, oregano, basil, etc., 
in bags marked so that you don't praise the dog for ~ndicating on 
the wrong scent. If the dog indicates anything other than the 
marijuana or heroin, he should be correct. 

SUMMARY 

To say how much time it takes to train a dog depends largely on the 
ability of the dog to accept the type of work and also the experience 
of the handler in working with dogs. It is important to keep in mind 
that the dog is to be used as an ext~nsion of mans ability to search. 
The dog is merely a tool with which the man is able to rapidly screen 
areas in which narcotics may be concealed. 

NOT 'E: Those Departments who have sufficient Canine teams can 
'eliminate the obedience training phase and save consider
able time by using a previously't~ained street patrol dog 
as a marijuana and heroin dog. We have found that by.using 
several of our excellent seeking and retrieving Shepherds, 
they can easily be specialized as marijuana and heroin dogs. 
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After basic training, specialized training should begin. Bomb 
detection and narcotic location training should take about six 
weeks. These phases of ttaining will demand the utmost patience 
on the part of the handlers, since he must learn to "red" the 
dog. Research has not yet been able to pinpoint what the dog 
smells in an explosive compound, and like narcotic detector dogs, 
they must be introduced to each new explosive and narcotic that 
is to be found. 

The goal, or objective in training, is to produce a dog that is 
capable of finding a variety of explosives or narcotics, and to 
find them in any location. Detector dog training should take 
place in many locations with a variety of distractions. 

EXPLOSIVE DOG TRAINING 

The beginning of explosive detection is accomplished in several 
different ways. The method used is generally the retrieving of a 
small canvas bag, containing about one half cup of gun powder. 
After the dog becomes proficient at this phase of training, the bag 
should be hidden in rather obvious places where the dog cannot 
retrieve it and at this 'point encourage the dog to IIspeakll at the 
explosive article. 

Replacing the bag with other explosives, such as, dynamite, t.n.t. 
and various types of plastic explosives, always encouraging the 
dog to IIspeak" when he locates the explosive and not allowing him 
to touch it. 

Praise the dog only when he locates the explosive, this will cut 
down on or eliminate false indications. Always remember after 
finding the explosive, a sit or down should occur and praise your 
dog and show him the explosive for his good work. 

Tha introduction of new explosives are done in like manner. 

NOTES 

1. Hiding places and receptacles should resemble places 
used by actual bombers. 

2. Amounts and containers of explosives should be the 
types most used in your. area. 
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3. Heights of hides will present problems unless 
it is increased gradually. 

4. Daily exercises are importnat until the dog is 
proficient and their problems are dealt with 
accordingly. Constant practice should be 
continued to keep up their proficiency and 
interest. 

5. The following is a list of explosives in their 
degree of probable difficulty from the easiest 
to probable hardest: 

A. Powder (black & gun) 

B. Dynamite (all types) 

C. Pl asti c 

D. T.N.T. 

0, 
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USE OF DOGS IN POLICE WORK 

'. 



• 

-48-

For this project, questionnaires on the utilization of dogs 
Vlere mailed to 240 police departments at the munic1pa1, county, 
and state levels of government. A total of 166, or 69%, were 
returned. Ninety-six were from present users, six were from past 
users, and sixty-four were returned from departments that had 
never used dogs. It is estimated 130 departments in the United 
States noVi use dogs. This figure is derived by adding the 120 
departments record in 1963 to those that have started using dogs 
since that time. The ninety-six responses from present users 
represents 74% of the total departments now using dogs. Of the 
sixty-four non-using departments responding, twenty-six indicated 
they would possibly use police dogs in the future. 

The ninety-six departments were using a total of 830 man-dog 
teams. Chicago had forty-eight, Baltimore sixty, and Washington, 
D.C. ninety. The mean number was 8.6 and the mode was two, with 
twelve departments reporting they used that number. 

The survey indicated that the actual costs of establishing and 
maintaining dog units are difficult to determine. For one thing, 
the question as to which items are to be includ~d in the cost of 
trianing presents a problem. The estimates of the departments 
concerning thier annual cost of maintenance per dog ranged from 
one hundred to nine hundred dollars, with eight departments unable 
to give an estimate. The average was $270 and the mode, appearing 
fifteen times, Vias $250. Over half of the departments received the 
dogs from donations exclusively, while twenty-four percent 
purchased them. Nineteen percent received donations and purchased 
them as the situation demanded. 

Four the departments did not comment on their training programs. 
The remaining ninety-two had training periods ranging from two 
weeks to seventeen weeks, with an isolated instance of one year. 
The average number of weeks was eleven, and the-majority of the 
other periods clustered around this point. 

Also varied were the number of hours of retraining administered 
by the niety-six responding departments. Seven did not conduct 
refresher training at all. The average number of hours of refresher 
training each month was sixteen and the mode was eight hours, with 
sixteen departments reporting this number. 

Twenty-seven of the responding ninety-six departments indicated 
that their dogs were used at night exclusively, and were available 
only for special calls during the day. All other agencies reported 
that their dogs were used for bath day and night duty. The hours 
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of patrol shifts varied too greatly to correlate, but the greatest 
concentration of activity occurs between the hours of 5 p.m. and 
4 a.m. which is the time the crime rate is the highest in most 
urban communities. . 

Twenty-one of the departments maintained motor patrols exclusively, 
while only three used just foot patrols. Most departments reported 
that the dogs worked out of standard police cars, modified to contain 
a kennel instead of a rear seat. Another type frequently used was 
a station wagon with the same fencing arrangement. This type, unlike 
that previously described, can be used for carrying prisoners. 

Twelve of the n4nety-six reporting departments indicated that they 
maintain central kennels for the dogs. Eighty-three said they kept 
them at the handlers house, and one had kennels ah both places. 

The study revealed the ni nety-s ; x ref)pondi ng departments, currently 
using dogs believed them to be effective in varying degree. The 
tasks receiving the ~ighest qualitative ratings were crowd control, 
searching of buildings, tracking, and answering burglary calls. 
The tasks receiving somewhat marginal ratings were control of purse 
snatching, detecting narcotics, and searching for evidence for which 
many dogs had never been trained. The dogs were generally reported 
effective for general police patrol, for use as a psychological 
deterrent against crime, and for assisting in apprehension and 
arrest. The dogs were also useful in finding lost persons. 

In using dogs for searching, the study revealed that the effective
ness and the amount of use varies considerably with the type of 
searching operation. Dogs are used extensively for searching 
enclosing areas such as buildings and warehouses; less frequently 
for searching open areas; and are used very littlB in searching 
for narcotics. 

All'departments indicated that the dogs are always worked on a 
leash and released only for attack and special duty seeking duty. 
All the departments but five indicated that the dogs were handled 
by only one officer; in no department were the dogs handled by more 
than two officers. The legal implications in using dogs for 
police work have not been explored in the past. Most sources show 
that police departments fear this aspect, especially the civil 
liability implication. Thirty-eight of the ninety-six using depart
ments had purchased liability insurance from commerical firms at 
varying costs. The remaining departments handled the question of 
liability in the same manner as other forms of public liability, 
with the city assuming the risk. 

t, 

.. 

" 



• 

• 

-50-

To date, the injury rate for the dog units had been re1attvely 
low. Thirty-five of the responding departments reported the 
dogs had bitten persons being arrested, while twenty-six reported 
other officers had been bitten. There were seventeen cases of 
bystanders being bitten, and this appears to present the biggest 
hazard to cities concerned about c\vil liability_ Answers to the 
question concerning court cases resulting from actions of the dog 
indicated that only for such cases have been filed. Two were 
minor and are pending while the third was decided in favor of 
the police department. The fourth and most significant case 
occurred in Washington, D.C., and was decided, upon appeal, in 
favor of an innocent bystander who was bitten by a police dog. 

Although California is the only state to attempt to pass legislation 
to restrict the use of police dogs, twenty cities have passed 
ordinances to protect the dog while performing his police 
function • 
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