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In compliance with the Crime Control Act of 1973 Public 
Law 93-83 of the Q3rd Congress, the third final report on recidivism 
at the Adult Correctional Institutions is presented. The Law states 
that \'7e must II provide for the accurate and comn~ete moni torin~ of 
the nro~ress of the Correctional System. Such monitorin~ shall 

'! include rate of prisoner rehabilitation and rates of recidivism." 

.. 

Reports such as this \,,111 continue to be nubl:Lshed in the future. 

In this report, recidivism is defined in two ways. The 
total recidivism rate is the percentage of inmates released durinG 
the period of the study who within three years were convicted of 
violations of the law that resulted in either sentences to the 
Adult Correctional Institution, or susnended or deferred sentences 
or probation. Offenses resultin~ in fines are not included. Re
vocations of parole that do not result in re-incarceration are included. 
The jailor prison recidivism rate is the nercenta~e of persons 
released from the Adult Correctional Institution who within three 
years returned to jailor prison, either as a result of a new sent
ence or as a result of violat"ion of narole. For Januarv-December 
1973, the total recidivism rate was 54.4 percent and the jail-
prison recidivism rate was 44.2 perceht. 

A total of 283 sentenced oersons were released from the 
Adult Correctional Institution durin~ the calendar year 1973. Of 
this total, 273were male and ten were female. Of these 283 indivi
duals, 135 persons (47.3 percent) had served time as sentenced 
inmates prior to the sentence from which they were released durin~ 
January-December 1973. A total of 125 have been sentenced to prison 
on new charges or have been returned to prison as carole violators. 
In addition, 29 persons received suspended or deferred sentences 
or have been placed on probation since their date of release. Some 
of the tables contained in this report consider only persons ~ho 
returned to jailor prison while others ~onsider all new sentences. 
Violations of the ImI resulting in fines aren't considered. 

Table I is a cross-tabulation of the persons who served 
time as convicted persons prior to this sentence with t~lese who 
were sentenced aft~r this ~entence. Thirty (30) percent of these 
oersons were neither sentenced before nor after the sentence termina
bing during January-Decemb~r 1973. Twenty-five (25) percent served 
time prior to this sentence but did not return to prison during the 
period of the study. Twenty-two (22) percent were recidivists be
fore this sentence and became recidivists after this sentence. 
Twenty-two (22) percent were serving their first sentence and later 
were returned to prison during the three-year perio~ of the study. 
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TABLE I 

Rec1divism after the sentence from which the subject 'VlaS 

released from the ACI during Januar~ - Decemher, 1973 according to 
recidivism before the sentence (Only nrison or jail sentences are 

A considered). 
Recidivism before this sentence Recid:'vism after sentence 

Total Yes No 
Total 283 125 158 
Yes 135 63 72 
No 148 62 86 

Table II is a cross-tabulation of recidivism by type of 
release - whether parole, expiration of sentence, or other, such as 
vacation of sentence, dischar~e at court and bail. Transfers to 
other states or Federal Authorities are not considered in this report. 
Releases to the State Police or the Medical Center are similarly 
excluded. Of the 283 persons in this study, 114 (40.3 %) were ~e
leased upon expiration of sentence and 146 (51.6%) were released on 
parole. Of the 146 parolees, 71 returned to prison, 32 as technical 
violators of parole and 39 as sentenced men with new charges. Six 
of these parolees received suspended or deferred sentences or proba
tion during the three year follow-up period. Of the 114 persons 
who sentence expired, 42 returned to prison and 19 were placed on 
deferred or suspended sentences or probation. Thus, recidivism rates 
for the 1973 cohort based on the follow-up period ending March 1, 1977 
were 54.4 percent for total recidivism and 44.2 % for jailor prison 
re'cicU vism. 

TABLE II 

Recidivism after the sentence from which the subject was 
released during January - December 1973 according to t:ype of release 
and type of recidivism. 

Recidivist 
Prison or Recidivist Non 

Type of Release Total Jail sentence non-prison sent. recidivist 
# pel'cent il percent # percent 

Tota.l 283 125 4LI.2 29 10.2 129 L15.6 
Expiration lll~ LI2 36.8 19 16.7 53 46.5 
Parole Ilt6 71 Ii 8.6 6 4.1 69 l17.3 
Other 23 12 52.2 li 17.4 7 30. }~ 

Table III presents the a~e and race of the entire cohort of 
283 persons. The reci@ivists in this table include only those who 
returned to jailor prison. Recidivism is highRr amon~ younger persons. 
Of the 23 persons aged under 20, 13 returned, yielding a recidivism rate 
of 56.5 pe~cent. The recidivism rate for those a~ed 20-24 was 52.7 %. 
The recidivism rate for those aged 25-29 was 42.6 %. The recidivism 
rate for those aged 30 or older was 34.7%. 



None of the age groups over 30 years old had recidivism rates 
of over ~O percent. The median age at release for the entire 
cohort was 27.0 years. The median age ~~r those that had 
served time prior to this sentence was 30.1 years, while 
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the median age of those who had no prior jailor prison ex
perience was 24.2 years. The median a~e of those that became 
recidtvists after this sentence was 25.3 years, while the 
median age of those who did not return to prison was 28.3 years. 

The racial composition of the persons released 
during January - December, 1973 was 77.4 percent White 21.9 per-
cent black, and 0.7 percent other races. Recidivism among the blacks 
was hi~h. Fifty-ei~ht (58) percent of the blacks released during the 
period of study had served time during previous sentences. 
Ttie c0rresponai~g figure for whit~s was 45.2 percent. The 
recidivism rate for blacks after the sentence terminating during 
January - December, 1973 was 50.0 percent. The corresponding 
figure for Whites was 42.0'percent. Blacks accounted for 26.7 
percent of the recidivists prior to that sentence and 24.8 percent of 
the recidivists after that sentence. 

Table IlIA shows the a~e and race composition of those 
persons who did not return to prison but did receive suspended 
or deferred sentences or probation. Only two of these 29 percent 
were Black; thus 93 percent of these non-jail recidivists were White. 
The non-jail recidivists were young. The median age of those who 

'became non-jail recj_divists Nas 27.5 years. 

TABLE IlIA 

Age and Racial Composition of Persons released from the 
ACI during January 1 - December 31, 1973 who became non-jail recid
ivists: 
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TABLE III 

Age and Race of Persons Released from the ACI between January 1, 1973 and 
December 31, 1973 according to Recidivism 

1- ALL PERSONS RELEASED AGE IN YEARS 

TOTAL UNDER 20 20-24 25-~ 30-34 35-39 

TOTAL 283':~if 23* 91# 68 411 19 
1tJHITE 219 21 67 52 33 15 
BLACK 62 1 23 If: 11 4 

2. RECIDIVISTS BEFORE THIS SENTENCE (Jail or prison 

TOTAL 135 1 29 37 29 12 
'-lHITE 99 1 2G 28 19 10 
BL!\CK 36 0 9 9 10 2 

3· NON-RECIDIVISTS BEFORE THIS SENTENCE 

TOTAL 148*(1 22* 62# 31 15 7 
lvHITE 120 20 47 24 14 5 
BLACK 26 1 14 7 1 2 

Lr r. RECIDIVISTS AF'J.1ER THIS SENTENCE (Jailor prison 

TOTAL 125*# 13* 48# 29 18 5 
1,fHITE 92 11 32 23 13 4 
BLACK 31 1 15 6 5 1 

5. NOH-RECIDIVISTS AFTER THIS SENTENCE 

TOTAL 158 10 43 39 26 14 
'vlHITE 127 10 35 29 20 11 
BLACK 31 0 8 10 6 3 

* Includes one Samoan 

40-119 . 50 or 

30 8 
26 5 

l~ 3 

terms only) 

20 7 
17 4 

3 3 

10 1 
9 1 
1 0 

terms only) 

10 2 
8 1 
2 1 

20 6 
18 4 

2 2 

Older i'iledian 

27·0 
27.1 
27.2 

30.1 
30.1 
30.0 

24.2 
24.3 
24.3 

25.3 
25.7 
24.8 

28.3 
28.2 
28.3 

Ap;e 

4 .. 
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Table IV shows the time interval in completed months 

between release from the Adult Correctional Institution and 

re-committal resultinr, :In new convictions. Of the 15~ recidivists, 

61. 0 percent Here (;ommitted within a year of release and Ill. 6 percent 

were committed within six months. The median time between release 

and re-cornmittal as a recidivist Has 9.8 months. The median time 

between release and re-commital for jailor prison recidivists was 

9.6 m0nths and tt r median time for redivisits Hho were not returned 

to prison was 10.8 months. 

TABLE IV 

Interval of time bebleen release from the ACI and re-cornmitta.l 

resulting in a new sentence to the ACI, a suspended sentence, a deferred 

sentence or probation: 

All New Prison or Non.:::Prison 
Length of ~rime Sentences Jail Sentences Sentences 

TOTAL 154 125 29 

Less than 1 fJIo. 11 9 2 

1-3.9 Months 33 28 5 

11-6 .9 Months 20 15 5 

7-9.9 Months 14 12 2 

10-±2.9 Months 16 lLI 2 

13-18 .9 Months 21 16 5 

19-211.9 fJlonths 12 9 3 

25-36.9 Months 23 21 2 

3'7 r·10nths or 
longer II 1 3 

Median (months) 9.8 9.,6 10.8 
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'Table :J.\IJ-A eros s-tabula tes time interval bet\'leen release from 

the Adult Correctional Institution and re-committal to orison as a 

recidivist accordinR to race. The median length of time between 

release and re-commi ttal was 11. 5 Percent lonESer for blacks (10.3 

months) than the corresponding figure for whites (8.9 months). 

TABLE IV-A 

Interval of time between release from the ACI and re-committal 

\dth a new prison sentence according to race. 

Lenp;th of Time 

TOTAL 

Less Than One r,1onth 

1- 3 .9 l\1onths 

II-6 .9 Months 

7-9 L9 Months 

10-12 .9 Months 

13-18.9 Months 

19-21t .9 Months 

25- 36 .9 Months 

37 r,1onths or Longer 

Median Length of Time 
(Months) 

Total 1"lhi tes Black 

125 92 31 

9 8 1 

28 21 7 

15 12 3 

12 8 II 

III 8 5 

16 14 2 

9 7 1 

21 13 8 

1 1 0 

9.6 8.9 10.3 

Other Races 

2 

0 

0 

a 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 
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Table V shows the charf,es ~\Th:Lch resulted in the sentence from 
v,11ich the persons in the study were released during January - December 
1973. The five most common o!fenses were: 

1) Breaking and enterin~, enterinR a dwelling or nossession 
of burglary tools - 51 cases (18.0 percent of all offenses). 

2) Narcotics and drug related charges - 45 cases (15.9 percent). 

3) Violation of parole or of suspended or deferred sentences 
27 cases (9.5 percent). 

4) Robbery - 21 cases (7.4 percent). 

5) Assault - 19 cases (6.7 percent). 

Offenses committed by the 14 persons convicted of other crimes 
against property included: 

Arson or statuatory burning, embezzlement, income tax evasion, 
violation of banking laws, fraud, tampering with autos, and 
destruction of property. Other crimes neither of violence nor 
against property included: extortion, conspiracy, obstructing 
mail, obstructing a police officer, eluding police, false fire 
alarm, contero-ot of court, loitering, disorderly conduct, and 
failure to pay a fine. The category murder included conspiracy 
to murder and assault with intent to kill. Conspiracy to rob 
and assault with intent to rob, were tabulated with robbery; 
and assault with intent to rape was tabulated with rape. 

Six of the 11 persons convicted of murder and one of those 
conVicted of manslaughter had prior imprisonments. TVIO of these 
14 persons returned to prison after release. Of the 21 robbers, 
13 had a prior imprisonment and 9 returned to prison after their 
1973 release. Of the 19 persons incarcerated on assault charges, 
four (4) had served prison sentences in the past, and eight (8) 
returned to prison following their 1973 release. 

Six (6) of the eight (8) sex criminals had prior incarcerations 
and two (2) of these persons returned to prison. Five (5) of 
the eight (8) weapons offonders had a prior incarceration and 
three (3) of these were incarcerated subsequent to their 1973 
release. Among the 20 persons convicted of larceny, three (3) 
had prior imprisonments and nine (9) had subsequent imprisonments. 
Of the 51 persons whose offense was breaking and entering, en
tering a dwelling or possessi6n of burglary tools, 28 were re
cidivists prior to this sentence, and 35 returned to prison after 
this sentence. 



(Continued) 7A. 

Of the seven (7) persons convicted of possession of stolen 
moLar ~ehicles, or driving off auto, three (3) had prior impris
onments and four (4) were incarcerated subsequent to 1973. 
Four (4) of the 11 persons convicted or receiving or possessln~ 
stolen goods (other than motor vehicles) had served prior sent
ences and three (3) of these same 11 persons were recidivists 
subsequent to their 1973 release. 

Of the 45 drug violators, 18 had served prior prison sentences 
and 21 served prison sentences subsequent to their 1973 release. 
Of the 15 persons sentenced for motor vehicle offenses six (6) 
were imprisoned prior to this incarceration, and three (3) 
returned to prison subsequent to their 1973 release. The charge 
violation of parole or of deferred or suspended sentences or 
probation implies a prior criminal record. Nine (9) of these 
27 persons returned to the prison subsequent to their 1973 
release. Of the 25 persons convicted of the remaining types of 
offense, (c~her crimes against property and other crimes neither 
of violence nor against property) 11 were recidivists prior to 
this sentence and and 12 became recidivists after this sentence. 
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TABLE V 

Persons released from the ACI between January 1, 1973 and December 31, 
1973 according to charges for which they were sentenced. (only jailor 
prison recidivism is considered) 

CHARGE 
All 

Persons* 

Recidi- Recidi-
vistfl be- vists 
fore this after this 
sentence sentence 

Non
Recidi-·· 
vists 

------------------------------------~---------------------.-----------------

All char~g~e~s ____________________ ~2~8~3~----~1~3~5r_----~1~2~5~--------8~,6. 
r~~~u~r~d~e~r-*-*~.~----.---------------------1~1~--------~6--------~2~ ______ . __ ~5~_=_-__ 
rllanslaughter :3 1 0 2 
Robbery+ 21 13 9 6 
Assault 19 4 8 9 
Rape++ 2 1 ) 1 
Other sex-related charv,es 6 5 1 1 
Weapons charges 
(other th·~a~.n~f~o~r~-c-o-m-m~i-t~t~i~n-~-,-t~·h--e---

above crilnes) 8 5 3 1 
Larceny from person 10 2 7 2 
Larc eny ( no t from p e rs on f-------:;-1-;:0:----------~1---------2~---------;7,.----
Breaking and Entering, Entering 

a dwelling or possession of 
burf,lary tools 51 28 ______ ~3~5~ ______ ~6 __ ___ 

Receivin~ or possessing stolen 
mo tor ve hie 1 e ____ 3"'--______ ...;;2. 1 1 

Receivinr, or possessing other 
stolen goods __________ ~17.1~. ______ ~4~---------~3----------~11~----

Driving Off Auto 4 1 3 1 
Forgery, uttering or 
publishing 12 6 5 4 

5 6 Other Crime against property 14 6 
Narcotics and drur, related 

charges 45 :<1 17 
Drivin8 under influence of 
. liquor 6 
Other Motor Vehicle Offenses 9 
Violation of parole or 

suspended or deferred 

1 
5 

o 5 
3 3 

sentences or probation 27 21 9 3 
Other crimes neither of --~-----------------~~--------~~----

violence nor against 
_££92erty 11 5 7 2 

*Subtotals add to more than 283 because some persons were recidivists 
both before this sentence and after this sentence. Only jailor 

prison sentences are considered. 
+Includcs assault with intent to rob and conspiracy to rob. 
**Includes assault with intent to murder, conspiracy to murder, and 
accessory to murder. 
++Includcs assault with intent to rape. 



Table VI shows the offenses which resulted in re-arrest as a 
recidivist subsequent to the January - December, 1973 release. 
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The five most common offenses resulting in reincarceration were: 
1) Violation of parole, probation or suspended or deferred 

sentences - 45 cases 

2) Breaking and Entering, Entering a dwelling or possession of 
burglary tools - 17 cases 

3) Robbery - 12 cases 

4) Assault - 11 cases 

5) Other crimes neither of violence nor against property - 7 cases 

The most common offenses resulting in subsequent non-prison 

sentences were: 1) Narcotics or drug related charges - 8 cases 
2) Breaking and Entering, entering a dwelling or 

possession of burglary tools - 4 cases 
3) Other Motor Vehicle Offenses - 4 cases 

Crimes of violence (murder or manslaughter, robbery, assault, 

sex offenses, weapons offenses and larceny from person) accounted for 

26.4 percent of the new prison or jail sentences and 13.8 percent of 

the non-prison sentences. Crimes against property (Larceny not from 

person), breaking and entering, et., receiving or possessing stolen 

motor vehicles or other stolen ~oods, driving off auto, for~ing, etc., 

and other crimes against property) accounted for 27.2 percent of the 

new prison sentences and 34.5 percent of new non-prison sentences. 

The remaining 46.4 percent of the new prison sentences and 51.7 per-

cent of the new non-prison ~entences were for crimes neither of 

violence nor against property (Drug and alcohol charges, motor vehicle 

offenses, violations of parole or suspended or deferred sentences, 

and other crimes such as contempt of court, escape, disorderly conduct, 

lIacts of violence" and obscene phone calls.) 
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TABLE VI 

Recidivists after this sentence according to nature of new charges 
( Only the charges for the first incarceration subsequent to the -
1973 release are considered). 

CHARGE 

All charges 

All 
Prison or 

Jail 
Sentences Sentences 

154 125 

Non-Prison 
Sentences 

29 

Murder** 2 2 0 
Robbery 13 12 1 
Assault 13 11 2 
R~p~_e ________ ~~_~~~ ________________ O~ ________ ~O~ __________ ~O~ ____ __ 
Other sex related charges 2 1 1 
Heapons (other than for 

committinv, above crimes) 5 5 0 
Larceny from pe_r_s_o_n ______ ~------------2----------~2------------~O--------
Larceny (not from person) 3 1 2 
Breaking and Entering, Enterinc 

a dwelling or possession of 
burglary tools 

Receiving or poss~ssing stolen 
motor vehicle 

Receiving or possessing other 
stolen goods 

Driving off auto 
For~ing, utterinv, or publishing 
Other crime against property 
Narcotics and drug-related 

21 

8 

6 
o 
3 
3 

17 

6 

5 
o 
3 
2 

4 

2 

1 
o 
o 
1 

charp;es 12 4 8 
~.-~~---o---.-'~--~----r~-------------------------------- -------Driving under influence of 
liquor 2 

6 
o 
2 

2 
4 Other motor vehicle offenses 

Violation of parol·~e~,~p-r~o7b~a~t~i~o-n--)--------------------------------------
or suspended or deferred 
sentences 

Other crimes neither of 
violence ~or against property 

** See footnote to Table V 

8 

45 o 

7 1 
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Table VI-A compares the old and new sentences of those 1:25 persons 

who returned to prison subsequent to their 1973 rele~se. Fifty-three (53) 

of these persons (42.4 percent incurred at least one sentence 

which was longer than the sentence terminating in 1973. Thirty-one (31) 

persons (24.8 percent) returned to prison with all new sentences shorter 

than the sentence served in 1973. Eight (8) persons (6.4 percent) returned 

to prison with their longest new senten~e equal in length to the 1973 

sentence. Thirty-two (32) persons (25.6 percent) returned as parole 

violators and did not incur any new sentence. The new sentence was un-

known for one case. 

TABLE VI-A , ~ 

Comparison of length of sentences for members of the 1973 cohort that 
returned to prison subsequent to their 1973 release. 

Number of recidivists 

Number returning with longer sentences. 

Number returning with shorter sentences 

Number returning with equally long sentences. 

Number returned as parole violators with neVI sentence 

Length of new sentence ~nknown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

; 

125 

53 

31 

8 

32 

1 
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Table VII cross tabulates age and type of release. More than half 
of the cohort (51.6 percent) were released on narole, and 110.3 percent 
were released upon expiration of sentence. The remainin~ 8.1 percent 
were either bailed or discharged at court. Transfers to other states, 
the state police, federal authorities, or the Institute for Mental Health 
are not considered in t~is report. 

The age distribution differed slightly according to mode of re
lease. The median age of those who were pafoled (27.4) was 1.3 years 
older than the median age of those discharged upon expiration of sentence 
26.1). The median age for those discharged for other reasons w~s slightly 
older than either parolees or those whose sentence expired. 01e typical 
age group was ages 1~19. Most of these persons (65.2 perce~t) were re
leased upon expirat10n of sentence. Only four persons (17.4) percent 
within this age group were 9aroled. For all remaining age groups under 
40, the proportion of parolees ranged from 54.9 percent to 63.6 percent. 
The proportion of the population release upon expiration of sen+.ence i'Tas 

between 29.5 percent and 38.5 nercent for all age groups excen~ 18-19, 
40-49, and 50 or older. 

Table VIII cross tabulates type of release and race. The pro
portion of parolees was considerably greater for black inmates (62.9 
percent) than the corresponding figure for white inmates (48.4 percent). 
Table II and Table III show that prison recidivism is greater for blacks 
than for whites and is greater for parolees than for those whose sentence 
expired. Table XIV shows the relationship between length of sentence 
and recidivism. Because parole is granted only to persons whose sentence 
is six months or longer, it follows that higher recidivism of parolees 
can possibly be attributed to the longer sentencp~. Similarly, the 
inter-racial differences in the recidivism rates l~'aybe due to differing 
type of release and differing len~th of senten~e. 
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TABLE VII 

Inmates Released from the Rhode Island Adult Correctional Institutions during 

1973 according to A~e and Type of Release: 

TYPE OF RELEASE 

Age Group Total Parole Expiration Other 

All Ages 283 lLI6 ll~ 23 

18 - 19 23 4 15 4 

20 - 211 91 50 35 6 

25 - 29 68 LIO 23 5 

30 - 34 44 28 13 3 

35 - 39 19 12 7 0 

40 - 49 30 10 17 3 

50 or older 8 2 11 2 

Median Ar:,e 27·0 27.4 26.1 26.5 

TABLE VIII 

Inmates Released from the Rhode Island Adult Correctional Insistutions during 

1973 according to Race and Type of Release: 

TYDe of Release Total Hhite Black ---
TOTAL 

Number 283#* 219 62 
Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0 

PAROLE 
Number 1~6f,! 106 39 
Percent. 51. 6 It 8. It 62.9 

EXPIRATION OF SENTENCE 
Number 1111 9Ll 20 
Percent L10.3 J~ 2.9 32.3 

OTHER 
Number 23;f 19 3 
Percent 8.1 8.7 LI. 8 

* Includes one Pueto Rican 
II Includes one Samoan 
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Table IX shows the type of release according to charge. Ten of 
eleven persons (90.9 percent) charged with murder, and all three persons 
convicted of manslaughter were paroled. One of the two rapists was re
leased upon parole. Nineteen of the 21 robbers (90.5 percent) were 
paroled. Two of the eight persons convicted of weapon violations were 
paroled. The majority of inmates serving time for assault (73.7 percent) 
were released upon expiration of sentence. Four of the six persons con
victed of sex crimes other than rape were released upon expiration of 
sentence. Seven of the ten persons convicted of larceny from person were 
paroled, while only one of the 10 persons convicted of larceriy not from 
person was paroled. The majority (78.4 percent) of those serving time 
for br,;)aking and entering, entering a dl'lelling, or possession of burglary 
tools,<;'ere paroled. One of the three persons convicted of receiving or 
possessing a stolen motor vehicle and four of the eleven persons con
victed of receiving or possessing stolen goods, other than motor vehicles, 
were released upon expiration of sentence. Eight of the 12 forgers and 
eight of the 14 violators of other crimes against property were released 
upon expiration of sentence. The majority (68.9 percent) of those con
victed of narcotics or other drug offenses were paroled. There were no 
parolees among those who had served time for drunk drivin~ or other motor 
vehicle violations. Fourteen of the 27 technical violators of parole, 
probation, or suspended or deferred sentences were released upon expi
ration of sen~ence. 
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'EABLE IX 

Inmates who were released from the ACI during 1973 according 
to charge and type of release. 

TYPE OF RELEASE 
Charge Total Parole Expiration 

Total 283 IJI6 144 

Murder* 11 10 1 

Manslaughter 3 3 ° 
Robbery* 21 19 2 

Assault 19 11 

~ape 2 1 o 

Other Sex-related charges 6 1 4 

Weapons charges* 8 2 5 

Other 

23 

o 

° 
o 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Larceny f:rom pers(~.n ______ --'-'1_0 ____ --:7 _____ 2.:..-_____ --=:.1_ 

Larceny not from person 10 1 9 o 

Bre aki llgand Enter inr; , etc .•. _* ___ ..,::;5.=1'--____ 4'-.;.0;....· ___ ....:l=.:l~ ______ __=_C_ 

Receiving or possessing stolen 
motor vehicle 3 

Receiving or possessing other 
stolen goods 11 

Driving off auto 4 

Forging, Uttering or publishing 12 

Other crime against property 14 

Narcotics & drug related 
-6rr~rises 45 

Driving under influence, liquor 6 

Other Motor vehicle violations 9 

Violation of Parole, etc.,* 27 

Other Offenses 11 

1 

4 

o 

3 

31 

o 

o 

13 

2 

o 

8 

8 

13 

6 

6 

14 

3 

*See Table V for a more detailed explanation of this category. 

2 

3 

o 

o 

3 

1 

o 

3 

o 

G 
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TABLE X~ Cross - Tabulates Type of Offense and Race 

A much higher proportion of blacks 111as found among those \'lho commi tted 

crimes against person than was found amonp; those convicted of property 

crimes. Blacks accounted for 35.0 percent of the crimes against person 

but only 8.6 percent of the property crimes. Blacks accounted for 72.7 

percent of the murders, 37.5 percent of the weapons offenses, one of the 

three manslaughter convictions, 31.6 percent of the assaults, 30.0 per-

cent of those convicted of larceny from person, 25.0 percent of the sex 

offenses and 23.8 percent of the robberies. In contrasts, blacks ac

counted for only 7.8 percent of the breaking and entering offenses, 9.1 

percent of those charged with receiving or possessing stolen goods, 10.0 

percent of the larceny (not from nerson) offenses, one of the seven 

stolen motor vehicles, 16.7 percent of the forgeries, and none of the 

other property offenses. Blacks accounted for a significant portion 

(31.1 percent) of those charged with drug offenses. Over one-fourth 

(25.9 percent) of the violators of probation, parole, or of suspended 

or deferred sentences were black. 

The five leading offenses for White inmates were: 

1. Breaking and entering" entering a dwelling, or possession of 
bur~lary tools - 46 cases. 

2. Narcotics and drug related offenses - 31 cases. 
3. Violation of probation, parole, or of suspended or deferred 

sentences - 20 cases. 
4. Robbery - 16 cases. 
5. "Other crimes against property" - 13 cases. 

The five leading offenses for Black innates were: 

1. Narcotics and drug related offenses - 14 cases. 
2. Murder - 8 cases. 
3. Violation of probation, parole" or of susnendec1 or deferred sentences 

7 cases. 
4. Assault - 6 cases. 
5. Robbery - 5 cases. 
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TABLE X 

Inmates who were released from the ACI during 1973 according to 
charge and race. 

CHARGE RACE 

Total Vlhite Black Percent - (Non-White) 

Total 219 G~2=--___ ~_ 2 2 • ...;;6_~ 

Murder* 11 3 72·7 
r'/Ians laughter 3 2 1 33·3 
Robbery* 21 16 5 23.8 

Assault 19 13 6 31. 6 
Rape 2 1 1 50.0 

--
Other Sex Related charges 6 5 1 16.7 
Heapons charges f:· 8 5 3 37.5 
--------------------------.---~--~ 

Larceny from Person 10 7 3 30.0 
--~--------------------~--.--~-----.-. -~ .. 
Larceny (not from Person) 10 9 1 10.0 

.---------------- ,------------------------~-- .---
Breaking & Entering, etc.,* 51+ 

Receiving or possessing stolen 
motor vehicle 3 

Receiving or possessing other 
stolen goods 11 

nriving Off Auto 4 

Forging, Uttering or Publishing12 

Other Crime Against Property 

Narcotics & Drug Related 
Offenses 

Driving under influence,Liquor 6 

Other Motor Vehicle Violation 9 

Violation of Parole, etc.,* 27 

Other Offenses 11# 

2 

10 

10 

14 

31 

5 

8 

20 

8 

4 9.8 

1 33.3 

1 9.1 

o 0.0 

2 16. ~( 

a 0.0 

14 

1 16.7 --------------------------
1 

7 

2 

11.1 

25.9 

27.3 

*See Table V for a more detailed explanation of this category. 

#Includes one Puerto Rican 
+Includes one Samoan 
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Table XI cross-tabulates length of sentence, type of release 
and race. The most outstandin~ finding in this table is the fact 
that sentences for black inmates were generally lon~er than the 
sentences for White inmates. This fact held drue for both parolees 
and those whose sentence exoired. The median sentence was one year 
lon~er for black inmates than was the median sentence for white 
inmates. The difference was 1.8 years for narolees and six months 
for those who were released upon expiration of sentence. Seven of 
the eight persons sentenced to 15 years or longer were black. About 
one quarter (23.5 percent) of those sentences to 5~ through 14~ 
years were black. Of those sentenced to l~ through 5~ years, 24.3 
percent were black. Of those sentenced to less than 18 months> only 
15.4 percent were black. 

As one would expect, releases from longer sentences were 
more likely to result from parole, while releases from shorter 
sentences tended to be a result of exoirat±on of sentence, bail, 
vacation of sentence, or discharge at court. Rhode Island law only 
permits parole for persons sentenced to six months or more, therefore, 
there were no parolees in the two shortest sentence groupings of 
Table XI. The only reason that there were two parolees in the 
sentence grouping .90 days - 5 months~days is the fact that one 
parolee was being supervised for Massachusetts and the other was a 
Federal prisoner. Tte majority of those persons sentenced to six 
months or less (77.3 percent) were released upon expiration of 
sentence. The majority of those sentenced to 18 months or longer 
were paroled. Nearly three fourths (73.8 percent) of those sentenced 
to l~ --2~ years were paroled. The proportion of parolees was 85.3 
years for those sentenced to 2~--3~ years~ 83.3 nercent for those 
sentenced to 3~--4~ years and 92.9 percent of those sentenced to 4~--5~ 
years. Nearly four fifths (78.6 percent) of those sentenced to 5~ 
years or longer were naroled. 
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TABLE XI 

Inmates who were Released from the ACI during 19.73 accor'ding to Type of Release, Lenp.;th of 
Sentence and Race. 

TYPE OF RELEASE AND RACE 

All Releases Parole Expiration of Other Releases 
Sentence 

Length of Sentence White Bl ack, 1~!ht . Blle ,\'1h1 te Black Hhite Black 

TOTAL 219 62 106 39 94 20 19 3 

29 days or less 21 1~ 0 0 21 3 1 1 

30 - 89 days 25 5 0 0 15 4 10 1 

90 days - 5 f1os. 29 days 19 0 2 0 15 0 1 0 

6 Mos. - 17 ~,1os . 29 days 44 10 17 3 25 7 2 1 

18 I'~os . - 2 ;lrs. 5 r1os. 31 12 22 8 8 3 1 0 

.?lz :'::'r'S. - 3 ~rs. 5 ~1os . 28 6 24 5 2 1 2 0 

3~ yrs. - 4 yrs. 5 ~1os . 5 1 4 1 0 0 1 0 

4~ y:r's. - 5 yrs. 5 Mos. 19 )1 18 8 1 1 0 0 ,-
5~2yrs . - 7 yrs. 5 Mos. 16 2 11 1 5 1 0 0 

7~ yrs. - 9 yrs. 5 Mos. 2 1 2 1 0 0 0 0 

9!2 YrJS. - 10 yrs. 5 Mos. 4 4 3 4 0 0 1 0 

10~ yrs. - 14 yrs. 5 Mos. 4 1 3 1 1 0 0 0 

15 yrs. or over, except life 1 6 0 6. 1 0 0 0 

Life 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 

Median length of sentence (years) 1.5 2.5 3.0 4.8 0.43 0.93 0.21 0.18 
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Taol~ XII cross-tabulates charge and age. 

The age distributio~ of the inmates in this cohort varied con-

siderably according to type of offense. The median age of re

lease for the entire cohort was 27.0. Five of the 16 categories 

of offense that include six or more persons had a median age 

belmlT 27.0. 
These were: 

1. Larceny from person - 22.5 
? Assault - 24.1 
3. Breaking and entering, entering a dwelling or possession of 

burglary tools - 24.5 
4. Narcotics and drug-related charges - 24.9 
5. Larceny not from person - 25.0 

The other 11 categories of offense had median ages older 
than the median for the entire cohort - (27.0) 

1. Sex related offenses (other than rape) - 43.3 
2. Driving under influence of liquor - 35.0 
3. fllurcler - 33. 8 
4. Other offenses (See Table V) - 32.5 
5.6. Weapons charges - 31.7 
5.6. Other crimes against property - 31.7 
7. Receiving or possessing stolen goods (other than motor vehicle)-

31 .• 5 
ff. Robbery - 28.2 
9. For~ing, Uttering, or Publishing - 28.0 

10. Violation of parole or of suspended or deferred sentenceR - 27.8 
11. Other Motor Vehicle offenses - 27.5 
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TABLE XII 

Inmates Released from the ACI during 1973 accordinc to Charge and Age 

Age in Years 

Charge Total ··1'8--19 - 20--2).j 25--29 ..lQ--3t 35--39 40--40 50 or Median 
nlder Agp. IvY'''.) 

Total 283 23 91 68 1!4 19 30 8 27.0 
---rvIurder* 11 0 0 II 2 2 3 0 33.8 

Manslaughter 3 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 
~6D13ery ---~--------C2"";-1---ii-----'5---( 5 1 I I 28.2 
• Assault 19 3 8 3 3 1 1 0 
--cR~a~p~e~;~~----------------------------~2;-----70~-------1r-----~O~-------l~~--'--~-~~'=---~O----~O----==~--

2l! .1 

Other sex related charges 6 0 1 1 0 a 3 1 4j.3 
--~tv~e-a-p-o-n-s--c'h-a-r-G-e-s~*-----~----------~b'\----~l-------o-----'2-------~3~----~O~---~1~---1~--3~1r-.7~ 

'~arceny from Person 10 1 8 0 0 0 1 0 22. 5 
--~L~a=r~c~e=n~y~(nN~o=t~t'~r~o=m~P~e~r~s~o=n~)-------~lrO.-----c4.-· 1 1~------~1~-----2~---~0~---1~--~25:O--

'---rrreaklng & ~ntering, etc.,1: 51 5 ?3 10 6 5 2 0 24:5 ' 
-·~R~e~c~e~l~v~l~n~g~o~r~P~o~s~s~e~s~s~lyn~g~S~t~o~l~e~n~-----------------------------------------------------~·~ 

1l.llto 3 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 
--n~ca~i~v~i~n-g--o-r-.P~o-s-s-e-s-s~i~n-g-.,~O~t~h-e-r-----~---------------------~------~-------------------------~---

Stolen Goods 11 1 2 1 5 1 1 0 
---nriving Off' Auto 4 1 2 1 0 a 0 a 

31. 5 .',...-
11'orgery, Utterlng, or 

Publishing 12 1 3 o 28.0 o 5 o 
• Other Crimes Against Property 2 2 2 3 o 3 2 31. 7 

45 3 1 ,. __ J',rarcotics ('.; Drug Related Charges 2 21 12 5 
6 1 1 Drivin~ under influence, liquor 1 1 o 

1 
2 o 

- Other Motor Vehicle Charges 
-Violation of Parole or suspended 

o 
./ 2 o 5 1 o 1 a 

or deferred sentences 27 7 10 5 1 
1 

1 
Other Offenses* 11 o 3 2 1 1 

3 o 
32.5' , 3 

*See Table V for complete definition of this category, 
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T~hle XII! cross-tabulates recidivism and leneth of sentence. 

The proportion of inmates who had been serving their second or sub

sequent sentence tended to increase with increasing len~th 'of 

sentence. Only 32 percent of those sentenced to 29 days or less 

had served a sentence prior to the incarceration from which they 

were released in 1973. About one fifth (19.4 percent) of the 

persons serving 30 - 89 days had served a prison sentence prior 

to that sentence which terminated in 1973. Nearly thirty-seven 

percent of the persons serving go days through (but not includin~) 

six (6) months \'Tere serving their first sentence.' Thus 72 nerce:l.t 

of those sentenced to less than six months were serving their 

first sentence. After six months the proportion of recidivists in

creased with increasing length of sentence. Nearly half (49.1 

percent) of those sentenced to six through (but not including) 18 

months had served a previous sentence. Forty-nine percent of those 

sentenced to 18 months - 2~ years, 47.1 percent of those sentenced to 

2~ - 3~ years, and 64.7 percent of those; sentenced to 3~ - 5~ years 

had served at least one previous sentence. More than two thirds 

(67.7 percent) of those sentenced to 5~ years or more had served a 

previous sentence. Similarly the recidivism subsequent to 1973 re

lease tended to increase with increasing length of sentence. The 

recidivism rate subsequent to 1973 was 36.0 percent for those sen~

tence to less than six months, 40.0 percent for those sentenced to 

6 months through (but not including) 18 months, L18.8 percent for 

those sentenced to l~ - ?~ years; 67.6 percent for 2~ - 3~ years; 

50.0 percent for 3~ - 4~ years, and 39.3 percent for 4~ - 5~ years. 

Of those sentenced to 5~ years or longer, L12.g percent returned to 

prison. The jailor prison recidivism rates for those serving at 

least six months was 47.1 percent. The median length of sentence 

was 2.1 years for recidivists and 1.4 years for nonrecidivists. 
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TABLE XIII 

Inmates who were released from the ACI during 1973, according to Length of Sentence and 
Recidivism before and after the Sentence Terminatine in 1973. 

TYPE OF RECIDIVISTle 

Recidivist before this Sentenqe J1.ec i divist after tbig sentf'>nc.e 
Percent Percent 

.Length of Sentence. Yes No Recidi vists , Yes, No, Recidivists. 

TOTAL 135 1LI8 47.7 125., 158 44.2 

,29 Days or Less 8 17 :32.0 8 17 32.0 
...3lL- gq Days 6 25 10.4 "f2 19 3'8'. ''7 . 
90 Days 5 Mos. 29 Days '7 12 35-:1r 7 12 35.(5 eb' ...... 

- ( 

b Mos. - 17 P10s. 29 Da.ys 21 28 r19.1 22 33 LJLl.n 
,18 fftos. 2 Yrs. :2 I'10s. 21 L18. 8 48:8 

.~ 

- 22 21 22 
2~ Yrs. - 3 Yrs. 5 Mos. 1b nr-- 1f7-: I, "'"23, :~.t I: -0 . =r-'--"-

::! 
r:r:;:.o ..... __ 

J~ Yrs. - 4 Yrs. 5 Mos. 2 LI 33.3 3 3 50.0 
4~ Yrs. - 5 Yrs. 5 Mos. 20 g 71. II 11 17 39.'3=--
5~ Yrs. - 7 Yrs. 5 Mos. 12 b 67·7 7 II "18" q 

,.). ~---.. 

7~ Yrs. - 9 Yrs. 5 Nlos. 3 0 100.0 3 0 100.0 ? 

q~ Yrs. - 10 Yrs. 5 Mos. 7 1 87.5 4 4 50. OS 
_2 

10~ Yrs. - 14 Yrs. 5 Mos. 1 l{ 20'.0 I if 20.() . 
15 Yrs. or over 2 Except Life 5 2 7I. If 3 !j 42.9' 0 

Life 0 1 0.0 0 I 0.0 . 
of Sentence \ 'Irs. ~ 2.2+ Medja!l Lerl.ilth 1.2 2.1 r.±i - ' . 1 

*On1y jailor prison recicivism is considered in this ~#~~~: . 
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Table XIV is a comparison of the a~e and race distribution for each 

of the five Cohorts coverin~ the period 1971--1975. There appears to be 

little change in the racial composition of the prison during those five -, -

years. Whites accounted for between 77.4 percent and 80.8 percent of 

the population during the entire period. The proportion of blacks re

mained within the range of 18.9 percent to 21.9 percent. Very few in-

mates were members of other races. 

There is a slow trend toward younger inmates during the most recent 

years. The median age of release for 1971--1973 remained within the 

narrow range of 26.5 through 27.0. However, the median age at release 

dropped to 25.9 for calendar year 1974 and 25.2 for calendar year 1975. 

The proportion of inmates aged 17--19 increased from a low of 8.0 

percent (1972) to a high of 10.2 percent (1975). The age froup 20--24 

represented a higher proportion of the 1974 and 1975 cohorts than was 

found amonB the three earlier years. The proportion of persons released 

at ages '25--29 declined steadily from 1972 to 1975. Similarly a downward 

trend was noticed among those aged 30--34. Surprisingly, the proportion 

of inmates within the age group 35--39 increased every year from 1971 

through 1974. Changes in the population 40 and older were not ~tatisca11y 

significant. Because recidivism is higher in the younger age groups 

and the proportion of inmates within these age groups is increasing, an 

increasing recidivism rate can be expected, assuming all other factors 

remain seatic. 
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TABLE XIV 

Comparison of the 1971 -- 1975 Cohorts according to Basic Characteristics 

RACE 

Total Hhite Black Qthe-r Baces 
Year Number Percent . Number Percent. Number Percent Number Percent-

li3 
289 

..l2-,l,,7.:;;..1 ___ ~ 
1972 

'1975 

1971 
1972 

283 
355 
361 

rrotaJ 

313 
289 

100.0 248 
100.0 230 
100.0 219 
100.0 287 
100.0 280 

AGE OF 

.17--19 20--24 

27 103 
23 99 

28-3 23 91 
355 31 132 

197~3~ ____ ~~~ __ ~~ ____ _ 
.lg74 
.1.975 361 '17 140 

AGE OF 

Total 17--19 20--2Y 

1971 100.0 8.6 3W 
100.0 8.0 3Lj.3 
100".0 8.1 32.2 
100.0 -8.7 37.2 
100.0 10.2 38.8 

1972 
1973 
).974 
1975 

7..9·2 
79.6 
f{-:4 0.8 
77.6 

RELEASE (Number of 

25--29 30-- 34 

77 47 
711 ~4 
613 44 
81~ 4~ 
81 42 

RELEASE (Percenta~e 

25--29. 3Q--~4 

24.6 15·0 
25.6 15.2 
2LI.O 15.5 
23.7 12. 11 
22. Ii 11.6 

64 20 . l~ 1 o .. ~ 
59 20.4 0 0.0 
h2 21. 9 ----~ 0.:'1" 
67 18.9 1 o .J 
77 21. 3 4 1.1 

o· 

Cases) 

35--39 .LID _IJO 50 or Older , r~edian > 

15 ?7 17 26.7 
15 ~5 8 'L25.5 
r9 30 B 27:-tJ 
30 28 h 2:q" 
23 26 12 25.2 - . 

Dis tri bu ti or:.). 

35-- 39 ,40--49 50 or Older. 

4.8 8.6 o5.~ 
5.2 9.0 2.8 
b.7 10.6 

, 
2. 0 -

8.5 7·9 1.""1 
6.4 7.2 3.' 

Age 
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Considerable chan~es were noted during the period 1971--1975 in 

the mode of release (See Table XV). The proportion of releases which 

resulted from parole increased from 37.7 percent of the 1971 cohort to 

43.3 percent of the 1972 cohort) and then increased to 51.6 percent of 

the 1973 cohort and 56.6 percent of the 1974 cohort. The proportion 

of parolees in the 1975 cohort was considerably lower (45.2 percent). 

Corresponding to the increase· in parolees was a decrease in the pro

portion of inmates discharged at expiration. In 1971, 58.8 percent 

of the releases resulted from expiration of sentence. By 1974 this 

proportion had decreased to 35.2 percent. In 1975 the proportion of 

releases resulting from expiration of sentence increased to 110.2 

percent. A steady increase has been noticed in the proportion of 

inmates released neither on parole nor on expiration of sentence. 

This has been a result of increasing nwnbers of persons being al10\'led 

to remain in the community i'Thile carrying out an appeal of their 

conviction or their sentence resulting from that conviction. Only 11 

releases were neither upon parole nor on expiration of sentence in 1971. 

The corresponding figures were 17 in 1972; 23 in 1973; 29 in 1974; and 

52 in 1975. In 1971--1973 it was noted that parolees have higher 

recidivism and that therefore the increase in the proportion of parolees 

may be a partial explanation of the increasing recidivism rate. 

The proportion of persons released from the ACI, who had served 

a previous prison sentence remained almost even for 1971, 1972, and 1973 

(46.7 p8rcent -- 47.9 percent). This figure dropped to L!2.3 percent in 

1974 but increased to 45.4 percent for 1975. The lower proportion of 

persons \'lith previous sentences is probahly due to the declin~ median 

age of the population. 
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TM3t6 XV 

TYPE OF' RELEASE 
PAROLE EXPIRATI'ON Oli"' SENTENCE OTHER TYPES OF RELEASE 

Percent Number Percent - Number Percent Total Number 

1971 313 118 .3LJ lSI! 58.8 11 3...LL 
I972 289 125 43.3 147 5J.9 17 5.8 
1973 283 1LI6 51. 6 114 40.3 23 8.1 
1974 355 201 5b.b 125 35.2 29 8 :-2'" 

1975 361 164 115. 4 145 40.2 52 14.4 

Number and Percentage of Prison or Jail Recidivists prior to the Sentence terminating in 1971-1975 

RECIDIVIST PRIOR TO THIS SRNTENQ~ 

Yes . No 
vear Number PercenL ,Number Percent 
1971 150 47.9 163 52.1 

._~19~7~2~ __________________________ ~I3~5~ __ ~4~6~.~7 __ ~ ____________________ ~I5.4----~5~3-.~3-
:-t g 7 3 135 h 7 .'7 14"i-3 --"""'52-:-j-

1974 150 42.3 205 5'7.r 
19~7=5"'----------------::-16?o-;4r.----4:"';5-:4: 19 8 54. 8 
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Table XVI Compares the 1971--1975 cohorts according to charge. A 

consi~erable increase was noted in the number of persons convicted of 

crimes against person (murder or manslaughter, kidnapping, robbery, 

assault, rape, other sex offenses, weapons offenses, and larceny from 

person) in the two most recent years. In 1971, 95 persons convicted of 

crimes against person were released from the ACI. In 1972, 88 such in

mates were released. The corresponding 1973 figure was 80. In the 1974 

cohort, the number of persons convicted of crimes against person roS~' to 

131. The 1975 cohort included 115 pe~sons in this category. A gradue1 

increase over the five year period was noted in the pronortion of 

murderers. During 1971--1973 the proportion of robbery offenders re

mained close to 7~ percent, but in 1974, robbery reoresented 8.7 nercent 

of the cohort. In 1975, 12.5 percent of the cohort consisted of inr.lates 

convicted of robbery. In absolute numbers, there \'Tere 23 inmates con

victed ot" robbery or related chare;es who were released durin£',; 1971. The 

number of inmates convicted of robbery who were released during 1972--1975 

were 22, : 22, 31, and II5 respectively. A mild up1'lard trend was noted 

in the category assault. A decline was noted in the number and per

centage of persons convicted of sex offenses. An unusually high pro

portion of persons convicted of larceny from person was found in the 

1974 cohort. During 1974, 22 persons convicted of larceny were re-

leased from the ACI, while in 1971, 1972, 1973, and 1975, an average of 

only 8.3 such persons were released. 
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The proportion of property off-

enses (Larceny not from person, breaking and entering, receivinG or 

possessing stolen motor vehicle or any other stolen property, driving 

off auto, forgery, or other crimes against property) appeared to be on 

the decline until 1975. Property crimes accounted for 110.3 percent of 

the 1971 cohort and 40.5 percent of the 1972 cohort. In 1973, 37.1 

percent of the sentenced persons released from the ACI were property 

offenders; and in 1974, property off~nders accounted for only 33.5 

percent of the cohort. The 1975 figure of 40.7 percent was more con

sistent with the 1971 and 1972 figures. Larceny (not from person) 

accounted for 19 persons in the 1971 cohort, 13 persons in the 1972 

cohort, 10 persons in the 1973 cohort, 9 persons in the 1974 cohort, 

and 26 persons in the 1975 cohort. Breaking and entering, the most 

common offense accounted for 317 persons during the five year period. 

The 'annual figures were: 69, 59, 51, 64 and 74 for 1971--1975 re

spectively. No significant changes were noted in any of the other 

categories of property crimes. 

The proportion of drug offenders shovled an interesting pattern. 

In 1971, 8.6 percent of the sentenced persons released from the ACI 

\~ere drug offenders. In 1972 the proportion of drug offenders rose to 

10.7 percent and in 1973 this figu~e climbed to 15.9 percent. In 1974 

the proportion of drug offenders dropped to 9.9 percent. In 1975 

this figure was only 5.5 percent. In absolute numbers, there were 27 

drug offenders in 1971, 31 drug offenders tn 1972 and 45 drug offenders 

in 1973. The corresponding figures for 1974 and 1975 were 35 and 20 

resnectively. 
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Due to the fact that the offense "common drunk" did not exist after 

1972, the proportion of persons in the 1973--1975 cohorts convicted of 

drunk or drunken driving was well below the 1971 and 1972 figures. 

There was also a decline in the proportion of persons who had been 

incarcerated for other motor vehicle offenses. Parole violators 

accounted for an increasing proportion of persons released from prison. 

In 1971 only 10 persons had been incarcerated for technical violations 

of probation, parole, or suspended o~ deferred sentences. In 1972 

:mly 12 persons vlithin this category \'Tere released. The corresponding 

figures for 1973--1975 were: 27, 29 and 49 respectively. 
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fT1ABI.E XVI 

Percentage Distribution of the 1971--1975 Cohorts according to Charge 

1271 1972, 1973 1974 1915 
'Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 

All Charges JQQ.Q , JQQ,Q JQQ,O JOOIO JOO,O 
r.~)Jrder or Ma"nslaup:;hter 4.2 4·5 4.9 5.9 3.3 
1<idnaPDinp; 1.0 0·3 0.0 1.1 0·3 
Robberv* 7·3 ' 1. 6 1·4 8.7 12,2 .J 

Assault 6.4 7·3 6.7. 7..6 ih.L_ 
Rape 1.~ 1.4 0·1 2.0 1.4 
Other Sex Related Charges 3.5 3.5 2.1 1.4 1.4 
Weapons Ol'l'enses* L! • 2 4.2 2.8 3.9 1.9 
Larceny from Person 2.6 1.7 3.5 6.2 2.8 
Larcenv not from Person b.l Ii.5 3.5 2.5 7.~ 
Breaking Px Enterine;, etc. , * 22.0 20.4 18.0 18.0 20.5 
Receiving or Possessing Stolen Motor .. 
Vehicle 0.6 2.4 1.1 3.4 2.2 

Receivinp; or Possessinp; Other Stolen 
Goods 2·2 2.8 3·9 3·1 3·3 

Driving Off Auto loG 1.7. 1.4 0·3 1.7 
J[orp;irig, Uttering or Publishing 2.6 2.8 4.2 2.0 1. LI 
Other Crir.le Against Prooertyli: 4.2 5.9 4.9 Ii.~ 4.4 
Narcoti cs if. Drug Related Offenses S.b 10.7 15.9 9.9 5.5 
Drunk or Drunlcen Drivinp: 5.1 j.8 2.1 2.5 1.7 
Other ;v1otor Vehicle Violations b.l 4.8 3.2 3.4 3.b 
Jiolation of _Parole 2 etc. 2 * 3·1 II. 2 9.5 B.~ 13.6 
Other Offenses 6.4 2'2 3·9 5. 3·0 

*See Table V for a more detailed explanation of this category . 

. -.. - ._----- -- ... _-.- ... --- ..... __ ._--.. _--
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Table XVII compares the 1972--1975 cohorts according to 

length of sentence. The year 1974 had a considerably higher nro

portion of long term offenders than the other three years. In 

1974)37 persons sentenced to 9~ years or longer were released. 

In 1972 only 18 persons sentenced to 9~ years or lonrer, were 

released. The corresponding figures for 1973 and 1975 \'Tere 21 

and 20 respectively. The most common sentences fell within 

range of 6 months through 29 months. Persons released from 

sentences within this range accounted for approximately 35 per

cent of the releases over the four year period covered by this 

table. In 1975, nearly 39 percent fell within this range. Most 

of the variations in len~th of sentence between the four cohorts 

of this study are not significant. The median length of sentence 

was 1.8 years for 1972, 1973 and 1975. The 1974 figure was 2.2 

years. 



33. 

TABLE XVII ----
Comparison of the 1972--1975 Cohorts according to Length of Sentence* 

.Length of Sentence 

Total 
·.n days or less 

30 - 89 days 
90 - days - 5.99 months 
6 months - 11·22 months 

l8ffionths - 2.499 years 
2~ vears - ~,499 years 
.3~? (Tears - 4.429 years 
41; vears - 5,1199 years '2 

5?--' ~ears - 7.499 years 2 

7!-.< years - 9.499 years ? 

9~2 years - 10.499 years 
10~2 years - 121.2199 years 
15 - years or over~ exce2t 
Life 

Median Length of Sentence 

.197 2 
Number Percent , 

289 100.0 
28 9.7 
210 13.8 
18 6.2 
41 14.2 
53 18-.3 
1-111 16.6 
10 3.5 
16 5.5 

2 3. 1_ 
8 2.8 
9 3.1 
Li 1.4 

life 5 1.7 
0 0.0 

(years) 1.8 

*Data not available for 1971. 

197~ 1974 1975 
Number Percent "Number: Perc_en.t_ .lI.lliDber Percent 

283 100.0 355 100.0 361 100.0 
25 R.8 36 10.1 38 10.5 
31 11. 0 31 8.7 
19 6.7 15 4. 2 

LIl 11. 4 
16 4.~ 

55 19.4 45 12.7 62 17.2 
43 15.2 7Ll 20.8 
3£1 12.0 58 16.3 

6 2.1 16 4.5 
28 9.9 21 5.9 
18 6.4 14 3.9 

3 1.1 8 2.3 
8 2.e 21 5.9 

8 2.2 
10 2. 8-

5 1.8 4 1.1 3 0.S-
7 2·5 11 3.1 
1 0.4 1 0.3 

6 1.7 
1 0.3 

1.8 2.2 1. 8 __ 
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Perhaps the most effective way to evaluate chan~es in the 

recidivism rate is by comparing the proportion of recidivists in the 

five cohorts accordin~ to equal time intervals. The year to year 

changes in recidivism during the first month were not significant; 

year to year changes during the first through fourth months were 

also not significant. In the three most recent years, the proportion 

of recidivists within seven months of release was considerably above 

the 1971 and 1972 levels. The same held true for the first 10 

months. After 13 months the recidivism rate climbed steadily be

tween 1971 and 1973. The 1911 rate of 20.8 percent increas~·to 22.1 

percent for 1972, and 27.6 percent for 1973. The one ye~r recidivism 

rate then dropped to 27.0 percent for 1974 and 24.1 percent for 1975. 

The recidivism rate after 19 months is not available for 1975, be

cause some of the inmates have not been out of prison 19 months since 

their 1975 release. The four years whose data are available show a 

steady increase from 25.9 percent in 1971, to 26.6 percent in 1972, 

to 33.2 percent in 1973, and finally reachin~ 34.1 percent in 1974. 

The two year (25month) rate similarly increased from 30.4 percent 

in 1~72 to 36.4 percent in 1973 and 38.9 percent in 1974. The three 

year rate is only comparable for 1971, 1972, and 1973. The 1973 

figure (43.8) percent) was much higher than the corresDonding 1971 

or 1972 figures. 
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'tABLE XVIIT 

Number and Percenta~e of Prison or Jail Sentences subsequent to their 1971--1975 release according 
to time between release and recommittal as a recidivist. 

_1971 ).972 1973 lq7}~ 1971 
~_E.C.IT<.en.t .. N~,--.J..e.r.c..e.nt. .No. pprcent. No. Percent_ 11.0. Perc.e.n.t... 

Number of Persons l13 100.0 289 100.0 28l 100.0 
.IIail re c·! d j ~i. s t witb.in one month 6 ] • q 4 1.4 9 l.2 
.!Taj 1 re cidi vi st.-J1ithi.~.JLm.o.nt.hs 27 8.6 19 6.6 37 13·1 
Jail recidivist within lJn.9nths 41 ll.1 30 10. II 52 18.4 

.J:..<l.~J_reJ~.J dJ-yLs t_\~J..Lt_h iJ:LlD_moJJ. t h s __ .5 7 18.2. IlL 16.3 64 ?2.6 

. ..J.a11 r~Qidj,vist within 13 months 6S 20.8 611 22.1 78 27.6 

.. JA.jl reciojvist witbin 19 months 8_L-c-:S...0 7I 26.6 94 ~).2 

. J all re-,~..i oi v:LsJjJ'L.t t ll.~0 mop t h s 96 30.7 88 30.4 103 :=;6.4 
.0"ail red-di vist Vii thi.D..-l'Llnonths 110 35.1 101 34.9 124 43.8 

63 17.7 67 18.0-
83 23.4 78 21.6 

Jail recidivist as of f,larch 1, 1977 119 38.0 115 39.8 125 44.2 149 * 109 * 

*Not comparable beC8'tSe the stated interval of time is still in progress for at least part of the 
cohort. 
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 

1. The proDortion of sentenced men released from the Adult Correctional 

Institution who have returned to prison as sentenced inmates was 44.2 

percent. In addition 10.2 percent were convicted of new crimes re-

suItinG in suspended or deferred sentences or probation. Thus the 

total recidivism rate was 54.4 percent. Eliminating persons 

sentenced to less than six (6) months would result in a jail-prison 

recidivism rate of 47.1 percent and a total recidivism rate of 

55.3 percent. Over forty percent (41.4) of tho3e that became 

non-jail recidivists had terminated a sentence of less than six (6) 

months. 

2. The jailor prison recidivism rate was higher for black inmates 

(50.0 percent) than for white inmates (1!2.0 Percent). Tvrenty-seven 

of the twenty-nine non-jail recidivists were white, thus the total 

re cidi vism rate for both ractqswas similar, 5!j. 3 percent f'or l,Ilhi tes 

and 53.2 percent for blacks. (The rate for all races was higher ..... 

than either the whites or blacks because both members of other races 

became recidivists). The racial composit~.on of the ACI Dopulation 

was similar througbout the period of t~is study (1971--1975), thus 

year to year differences in the recidivism rate (particularly the 

sharp increase between 1972 and 1973), cannot be attributed to race. 

The total recidivism rates for 1974 and 1975 cannot be computed 

because three (3) years have not yet exnired for those released 

late in 1974 or any time in 1975. 
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3. Of the 283 persons released in 1973, about ~8 percent (~7.7) 

were servin~ a second or subsequent sentence. The jailor 

prison recidiv~sm rate subsequent to :q73 for this ~roup was 

46.7 percent. The comparable recidivism rate for those serving 

their first sentence was 41.9 percent. 

4. Recidivism varied considerably with type of offense. Of the 105 

persons incarcerated for crimes a~ainst pro~erty 54 (51.4 ner

cent) have returned to prison. Of the eighty persons sentenced 

for crimes against person, 31 (38.8 percent) returned. The re

cidivism rate for crimes neither of violence nor against property 

was 40.8 percent. The offens e .1>re?-k.tt}g .. al1<:!. ~nter:'inr;? enterinfLR 

.d1'Le~Jinp', Qr possession of burp".larv too]fl "fas by far the most 

common offense. Fifty-five (55) percent of those released in 

1973 who had committed this offense were serving second or sub

sequent sentences. The recidivism rate subseouent to 1973 for 

this category of offender was 68.6 oercent. The crimes against 

person with the highest recidivism rates were: Larceny from 

person (70 percent), Robbery (LI8.9 percent), and Assault (42.1 

percent). The recidivism rate for murderers was only. 18.2 per

cent. Drug offendars had a recidivism rate of 46.7 percent. The 

recidivis~ rate for technical violators of parole or of suspended 

or defer~ed sentences was 33.3 percent. 
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5. The type of offenses for which the 125 jailor prison re

cidivists returned to prison were somewhat different from the 

type of offense which they originally committed. Crimes a

gainst person accounted for 28.3 percent of the original 

offenses and 26.4 percent of the new offenses. Property 

c~imes which accounted for 37.1 percent of the original 

offenses accounted for only 27.2 percent of the new offenses. 

Crimes neither of violence nor against property accounted for 

34.6 percent of the original offenses and 46.4 percent of the 

new 0ffenses. Seventy-eight percent of the new offenses with

in the latter category were technical violations of parole. 

6. The new offenses for the recidivists were more likely to carry 

longer than shorter sentences. Of the 125 who returned to 

prison, 53 carried longer sentences, 31 carried shorter 

sentences, eif,ht carried equally long sentences, 32 carried 

no new sentence, just revocation of parole, and one was 

sentenced out of state with the new sentence unavailable. 

7. The age-specific recidivism ra.tes \'Tere higher among younr-;er 

inmates. The jail-prison recidivism rate for those aged 18 or 19 

was 56.5 percent. The recidivism rates for a~es 20-24 wa.s 52.7 

percent and for ar..;es 25-29 was 112.6 percent. The recidivism 

rates for those a~ed 30 or over was 34.7 percent. Of those that 

did return to prison) the older inmates returned more rapidly . 
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The median time between release and recornmi t tal ~ras 12.3 months 

for ages 18-19, 10.0 months for ages 20-211, 6.8 months for ages 

25-29, and 3.8 months for ages 30-39. Because the opposite con

clusion (that younBer inmates return more quickly), was reached 

on the 1972 data, this relationship may be due to chance alone. 

8. There was some variation in the recidivism rate according to 

mode of release. The jailor prison recidivism rate for 

parolees was 48.6 percent and the total recidivism rate for 

these parolees was 52.7 percent. For those whose sentence 

expired, 36.8 percent became jailor prison recidivists and 

an additional 16.7 percent received suspended or deferred sent

ences or probation. Thus the total recidivism rate for those 

whose sentence expired was 53.5 percent. For those bailed, 

discharged at court, sentence vacated or appealed)the jail-prison 

recidivism rate was 52:2 percent and the total recidivism rate 

was 69.6 percent. This rate however is based on only 23 cases. 

Between 1971 and 1974 the proportion of parolees increased 

from 37.7 percent to 56.6 percent, before declining to 45.4 

percent in J.975. The jail-prison recid:i..visrn rate seemed to 

vary in nearly direct proportion. 

9. Much of the recidivism occurred quite soon after release. In 

1973)62.4 percent of the jailor prison recidjvjsts returned 

during the first year. Nearly 42 percent returned within the 

first ~ix months. Most (82.4 pe~cent) had returned within 

two yea.rs. 
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10. Recidivism tended to increase with increasing length of 

sentence. The jail-prison recidivism rate subsequent to 1973 

was 36.0 percent for 0-5.9 months, 40.0 percent for 6-18 

months, 48.8 percent for 1~-2~ years, 67.6 percent for 

2~-3~ years. The pattern did not continue for those 

sentenced to 3~ years or longer, but the smaller numbers of 

persons released from longer sentences render inferences based 

on this data to be inconclusive. 

11. Substantial increases in recidivism (particularly jail

prison recidivism) occurred between 1971 and 1973. The 1974 

figure is likely to be higher than the 1973 figure. 

The 1975 recidivism rate (based on only one year's data) 

is likely to decline slightly. The total recidivism 

rate varied considerably less (46.6 percent in 1971, 

54.3 percent in 1972 and 54.4 percent in 1973). This 

is due to the declining number of non-prison recidivists . 
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