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The problem of compa_rabili ty of criminal, law among 

sta,!=es notwithstanding, some usefu~coin'pariso?s can be made, '!.< 

;: :~.it . , 
between North Carolina and other states with respect ,to time 

~ , 

~::"" 0 

served inpr.i's<?I1 for vario~s, c~i~e categories-,~ The tables 

contained, herein can be ,useCl ,to make such comparis,ons. 

North Carolina's overall .~verage· time~served -~as compared 

with the National Average and with that of Flqrida, Georgia 
. ::. 

and South Carolina. The latter s,tates were chosen .for com-
, " '. .~ I· " 

); ·'·l 

parative purpose~; b~cause,: they, like North Caro~ina, rank 
~~.,~.t..ft/ 

. ~'., 
'" 

:l;.igh in incarceration rate among the states; and, North C't!'rolina, 
.:::~ 

!' ......... ., .. 

'Florida and Georgia 'also rank near the top in total prison ... ' .. 
" \ .. 

sto9kpopulation. ~hes,e st~ternents are based on National, 
" . 

Prisoner statistics data as' of December 31, 1977. 

The amount of time served in prison'is ~h important factor:; 

in'determining prison:population, ~long with~dmissionsi thus 

a t:ross'-j~risdictionalcomparison of" time served canrev~al one J" . 

possible reason why a state's,inca.;cera:tion, rate is higher than 
7-} 

that of another. The table belmv clearly. shows that North 
- " - - " ..... > - , - - \~, 

,,~c;. 

Car.olina' s.prlsori'ers,onthe average, §lpend the lqngest tim~ in 

':prison wHen comparcec:t.with' theNati~:mai"Av:erage and with time 
.~~ , •• -t, -- . 

.spent in prison in Florida,", G~orgia, and South Ca~S'",~;!ll~".~ 
.' ,.';) 

o 

, Q 

", . . ... 

""" ": 
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TABLE T. OVERALL A\TERAGE MONTHS SERVED* 

qf. 

Jui-isdid::.ion AV'er.ag'e 'Months S,erved 

* 

" North Carolina :' 
National Average 
Florida 
Georgia 
South Carolina 

j .... ' 

31 .. 7 
18.3 

,,;-:?,..S .. 9 
24.2 
17.8 

See Appendix for ,explana:torY,no1:;es,., 

;) 

. ' 

Table II (see' Appendix ,for ~xpl,anatory notes) shows the 

average months served by prisoners in various jurisdictions 

for the crime,for which they were inqarcerated. Among tpe 17 

stat,es compared, North carol~na ranked intpetop five in 
, ' .... .,/. . 

o 

average months served for all crime categories except Assault 
. } ", 

" 

w,i,th.'a Deadly Weapon. The time served by, North Caroli'na prisoners, 
'. 

for Rape and Grand The,ft Aut6~ was longer than that ·served in, any?of 

the, other 16 states listed in the table. North Carolina ranked 

,'" second in time served for M}lrder ~econd Degree, Burglary arid 
~i: 

GranSlTheft and third in time served for Manslaughter and Forgery 

and' Checks. 

:Finally, Table III (see Appendix :for explanatory notes) 

contains fhe'specific North Carolina crime~ (based on North . '. 
.' 1',.:.. .,.,. . Jj 

'Carolina Department of correc:tion comp1+:ter crime codes), that 

are subsumed under the c;cime categories appearing in Table II, . ' "'" . 

,and the,averCige mon~hs served fo:1." each. 

" 

~, 

.. ' 

.' 

" 

. ~' . 

• ' . 0 
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TABLE ;I c" AVERAGE MONTHS SERVED FOB. ~FFimSES, iN. NORTH CA:RobNA AND' O'J'HF.R,J,nRIsnJ.~~T()N~\* • 

~. ~', 

·Jl!risdiction I
!.iurder I 
Second I Han-

, Degreels1aughter 

North Carolina "I 
FY 1977"'"78 Avex:age 

National Average 
1974.- Hedian 

Arizona' 
1976 Average 

California 
'1977 l-ledian 

Connecticut 
. 1977 Average 

Florida 
.19740-1976 Average 

Georgia 
1977 Ayerage 

Ha'''ctir 
1961-1975 Average 

75.1 42.4 

47.5 25.3 

NAa ', NA =, 

61..,0 .36.0 

58.0 2u.2 

61. 8 .44.8 

NA 

Illinois 
JUly~Se!?t '1977 .;'vg! ~ NAa 36.5 

Ir,d£~rta . 
" Jan .:-Oct. 1975 Avg. 

. l-linneSota 
19'76 Average 

, ," ' 

N eva.¢! a • 
1976 ~ Average .~ 

~e,," . Yo~-k 
1974 Hedian 

. pennsylvania, 
1977 Average 

'South Carolina 
1977 Average 

Utah . 
1961~1975f/Average 

Wasqington 
1977 Hedian 

Wisconsin 
19/5 Averc:-ge 

',* 

Nll. 

103.0 47.5 

NA 

32.4 

51.0 ,1.7.0 

NA 

NA 

27.0 

See "'"ppend.i,x for explanatory notes. 
- ,-
a All niurders are d.n a singlecategorl';. 

Robbery 

Usied a Used a 

Msault Ie, .' I 
Wi th a 1 . FlU~qJ,ary r r.rarHl I Forc!'!t:v 

Unarmed'" We'apo'n' , , Firearm 
Dead1 v I .' 1st 2nd I' (.;rann , '11he;: t 'jl ann 
Weapon' ',' , Rape:. 'Decrre'e:'/' negree i' Theft·, 'Auto 'r.hecks 

v 
32.~ 49.7 

20.6 29.7 

29.0 35.0 

19.5' 

30.7 

" 
2,3 .0 ·~3.6 . 

I 
I 54.0 

I 27 .• ~b 

73.0 

~' 27.1 1168.5';0 

16.4
c 

39.6 

29~4 t 42.0 

33.0 47.0 

29 .• 4 , 49.8 

4S.5 1 
40.1' I 

I 
I' 

26.6 43.0 J 

I 
I 

-.1· '.38. 7c 

, 'c 
24.2. 

I 27.0 .. 

~9':!6c 

20.0c I: 
22.0c 

l3.0. 

55~9 

58.1 

65,'0 

70.0 

33.0 

62.0 

31.4 

41.6 

61.0 

47.cj 

25.2 

'.' 

1 
! . 

39.5 

V (Y':::~ 
29.4 

15.7 

20.5 

22.0 

.17.. ~ 

21.9 

22.8 

37 •. 8 

24,.2 

14.0 

17.9 

.24.0 

19.,7 

2c}.6 

14.0 

22.0' 

23.3 

13.8 

27;1 

1\,_' 

, 22.3 

.17.0 

. 15.5 

I 
I 
! 

15.0 

I 

I 
i 

17.2 

'\ 
13.6-, 

14.0 • 

21.0 

16.7 

29.3 

lR.3 

27.5 

13.1 

.11'1.4 

21.0 

2,1.3 

17.il 

,2 (l • () 

21.7 

13.2 

21);1 ' 

22.0 

33.9 

26.1 

., ~ '. 15~0· 

'f' 20.0, 
~ . 
; 

.21. '5 

13.9, 

]4.0.
1 

1.3.0 

N)\., 

I 
17.4 j -17.1 

. r. 
.15\1 " 16.6 

bM:":LtY.~~f;' of robbery are g!:oupedin one category • 
. ' 

CAggravated AS9aUlt/Aggr?-vat.e'~Battery 

.'. 

. . 
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. 1~AB):,E !II AV1!;RAGE MONTHS S~:RVEP ,IN NORTH CAROLINA 'FOR FELONIES13Y PRISON;E:RS 

o 

" ' 
'" 

A 

CRIME IN OTHER 
'JURISDICTIONS 

U~ti;der, Second Degree 

C Manslaug,hter 

} 

.J 

'" B 

II 
Murder,' Second Degree 

VolUntary Manslaughter 
Invol un tal)"Y Manslaughter 

c 

94 

107 
57 

Robbery used', 'a, 'We' apon 'R bb U d T.T : 0 ery - se .,eapon 
Used a Firearm}' RobberY \'lith Firearm 

, (May be Firearm) 

26 
i~;251 

Unarmed," ,Comrnoti Law Robbery 

Assault with a:Deadly 
Weapon 

Rape 

:j.st Degree 
" , , 

2nd Degree 

Grand Theft 

".-' 

:)f\.ssa~l ts of All Kind's 
'({Convicted before 5-76) " 

Assault .dthtDeadly Weapon ·,:f";:< '.7J 

with InteJ;tt to Killr ·~~-;""I., ,'~ 
Inflicting Serious Ii1jri:r~:i.\;\:,"'1 

Assault \'lith Deadly Neap6ri ,""!"(,~',\,'~,, 
" '", Inflicting SeriQu~"I~iiju:ry 

• f.. ":;," 

" • ' ;- ~--:-~~i 
Rape, Forci~£;J..e 

Burglary 1st Degree 
Burglar,y 2nd Degree 
Felonious Breaking or Entering 

Building 
Felonious Breaking or Entering 

Building with Intent to 
COU\ffiitFelony 

Felonious 'Larceny 
,Felonious Larceny after Brea.lcing 

qr F,ntering; and l Felonious 
Breaking or Entering and, 
Larceny Consolidated for 
Judginent , ' 

Felonious Larceny and 'Receiving 

256 

'104 

.j. 
4.14 , 

72, 

16 

11 
24 

729 

41 

193 

522 

l::i!-2 

, 
' 1 

,! 

'~',~, 
(Co~lsolidated) , , 

, , 
'I"~~~ • 

Grand Theft Auto Feloni~us Larceny of Auto h 

} 

~, ;~ If'Ji! 
Forgery , 
Utteri11g or Selling a 

°F6r~~i~e~~n~~~:1~~ 
(Cqnso1idated) 

See Appendix for exp.lana,tory no·bi!s. 

.... , 

.' 
": . 

'" , " 

8 

77 

194 

53 

22 

" 

, ' . 

.~f 

", 

{.." 

..;:, ~ 

•• -i', 

" . 
" 

, < 

D 

74.,3 

48.7 
29.4 

18.6 
51.2 . 

31.3 

37.8 

'13.4, 

14::4 

1.68.5 

198.6 
76.9 

25.6 

11.6 

11.8. 

23.1 

37.9 

27.8 

\,.28.7 

10;.7 

12.7 

-,-';, 

:} 
~ '0 

<f'· 

"l't 

J' 
]\ 
" t }ll{ 

til.: 
• I 

II . 

',I 

.' :; 

.' 

.115.2 

',,, 

1977-1978* 

} 
" 

} 

,J. " , 

~Ji 
'] I 

" 

\ \.':-'; 

F 

74.3' 

,:~2. 0 

<,-

40.1 

2. 7 .1' 

.1.68.5 . 

23.7 
" 

. >,' 

)~ 

<, , 

:;),' 

,J: 
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"APPENDIX . 

I.' Table I was calculated from information contained in 

2. 

Tables II and III. ~-~. 

In order: to remove the'differential effects that would 
result from the proportional differE?nce' of,;;:;: .. :.t:me cate-
'g,0:r:~~~1!?1:ixepresentedin each sta'ce" s release cohort, a . 
weighted average month,s served·was calculated using the 
number of offenders in each qrime category in North 
Carolina's release Fopqla;tion as the ·weights. The 
figures, from Table III, are' as follows: . 

Crime Category 

Murder, Second Degree 
Manslaughter 

} 

Used c Firearm 
.Robbery . Used a. Weapon,_ (~.ay, be 
, a Flrearm) 

Unarmed 1 

Number of Cases 

94 
164 

2;~} 277} 

256 
190 . 

16 
Assault with a Deadly Weapon 
Rape 
Burglary, 1st & 2nd b~e<ttee comb.ined 
Grand Theft' \. 

805 
8271 904 . 

Grand Theft Auto 
'Forg~ry' and Checks 

77f . 
269, 

533 

a) Wi£hin the crime categories of Robbery and Grand 
Theft/Grand Theft Auto,. the weight's used were depeI1':" 
d'ent on the specificity of the data on . average time 

. served provided by the states •. ~ 

3. In some .crime categories, some· .states did Rot provide 
data on average time served. These, instances appear 
as "NAil in ,the tahle. In calculating- overall average, 
time ,served for these states, the National Average 

. figure :vas substi tutec;l for the .'!N~lIentries. 

B. Table II 

~) 

1. With the .exception -of North Carolina, i;he fi9'ures are 
from "SE}l!t.encing· Practices· Quarterly, II December, 1977 
(p. 16 and 17) publisl'fed' by the Judicial Council of 
California.;.. Administrati.ve Office of 'the Courts. They 
are ~tatistics on felonies only. The states used in 

" . 

the publication were, chosen in order to shmv "a compari,... 
son of California with -othel? 'st'ates for wh'ich reasonab'ly 

, comparable data ~.i~ve been 9btaiped." (IISent~ncil'1q 
Pract.ices Quarterly", December,! 19c97: p. IS). 

, . 
.::;.1,. 



. , 

-''::'1 

. ' 

2.. 

" 

.. ... ~ ,. ...... ...:. 

, . " 

For details on specific ~ North Carolina offen~$35 eu'ld 
the average time served for'each see Table IXI. 

3. In d~terInining the ra1\king 'of' the states within the 
Robbery and Burgli?-ry)categories, a simple average of 
the time served valuis for the 'specific offense~ in 
each was used. These averages appear in the follmving 
tables:" .J •••••• • 

, State -. Avera'ge of' Specific Robbery Offen'ses 

North Carolina 
California 
Connecticut 
l"lorida 
Illinois 
k1innesota 

40.1 
37 •. 5 
24.7 
27.3-
30.4 
28.3 
63.5 

(COl.uInll F', 'T.'able III) 

4. 

5. 

Utah 

. St'ate 

Ca11fornia 
Connecticut 
Washington 

.,.. .... 

. " '. .". 
).. "" 

26.5 
28.7 
16.3 

The, states that did 'not~separate Grand Theft and Grand 
Theft Auto were not include9, in determining therankings 
for' these offenses. , . 

The figures for'Nortl1 Carolina,cshown in Table II
o 

are 
taken from Table III as follows:-

Murder'0Second Degree 
Manslaughter' 

Used a Fir~arm 
Used a tveapori 
Unarmed ,., 

. Robbery· } 

Assault with a 
'. Rape' 

Deadly Weapon 

. Burglary } 

Grand Theft, 
Grand Theft Auto. 
Forgery and Checks 

'f ~ . ..,t 

lst'Degree 
2nd Degree 

} 
:po 

}' 

Column F 
Column 11' 

, Column E 

.Column'E 
Column F 
Column F 
Column F 

C~lumn F' 
Column F 
Column 11' 

C. ,Table III 
. , 

1. It must be ~otea that ~triot.,conwaFability of crime:s ' 
among jurisdictions is· not :iP()ssible; however,;:::g-eneral",Ci 
comparis{)l1s ean benlade. "', c, 

, . 

1..'0. \\ 

• ., .lee, 

0 c .. 

; 
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2. 

3. 

..... 

.. JJ 
Comparable North Carolina 'crimes (Column/B) are based 
on North Caroli.na'OepRrtment. o~ Correction computer 
crime codes. 

~~ 

The small number of releases in'some crime categories 
(Column C) reduces the reliability of the mean (average). 

J ~ • .. , 

4.. Columns E and F r.epresent weighted averages based upon 
'Columns C and D. 

, ," '!~ 
5. Data for average time actu~lly served in North Carol±na 

(Column D) rep,resents felons who were admitted directly 
from the courts (probation revocations were excluded) 
and who were parol~d, pOI)ditionally released,' or dis
~harged in Fiscal Year 1977-1978. In the case of mul
tiple offenders, the entire time served was attributed to 
tnat crime for which the sentence length was longest. 

'. 
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