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PREFACE 

lhis report is the. first volume of a series entitled "Crime and Criminal 
Justice in Iowa, n Itlhich is dedicated to an enhancement of the current 
base of knowledge undergirding justice system philosophy and aperation 
in this state. The Crime and Criminal Justice series grew fram an 
extended study of criminal justice statistics undertaken by the Iowa 
Statistical Analysis Center in the Office for Planning and Pragramming. 

Volume I of this series pravides a statistical overview of crime and 
criminal justice~ beginning \l/ith reported crime and arrests~ and following 
offender movements through the system~ from pre-trial release, caurt 
activity and sentencing, to probation and corrections activity, time
se}'ved in prison, and recidivi sm. Subsequent vol urnes of thi s series 
win attempt to place the information appearing ;n Valume I in proper 
perspective to encourage a better understanding of the basic parameters 
of crime and society's response to, this prablem in the State of Iowa. 
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CHAPTER I 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The Iowa Statistical Analysis Center (SAC) began operation in the Governor's 
Office for Planning and Programming on March 17, 1978. SAC is an inte-
gral component of the Comprehensive Data Systems (COS) program in Iowa 1 

which is a federally program dedicated to improved criminal justice 
information and statistics in the state. 

One of the major responsibilities of SAC ;s to provide responsible 
statistical analysis of criminal justice data. In the long run, SAC 
will meet this responsibility through the analysis and dissemination of 
statistics generated by the Offender-Based Transaction Statistics (OBTS) 
program, a statistical tracking system deSigned to provide measures of 
criminal justice system operation and offender movement. Since OBTS is 
currently in the planning stages, SAC has attempted to meet its responsi
bility through the analysis of data from existing sources of criminal 
justice information in the state. 

THE NEED FOR CRIMINAL JUSTICE STATISTICS 

The need for criminal justice statistics in Iowa results primarily from 
the highly unstable character of crime and criminal justice policy in 
the state. As can be seen from information presented in Chapter II, 
Iowa has experienced a marked increase in reported crime in recent 
years, with a corresponding explosion in the volume of criminal offenders 
moving through the justice system. As the volume of crime and the 
number of criminal offenders have expanded, so-have the problems of 
funding and managing justice system operations. fxpanding caseloads and 
burgeoning prison populations have raised public consciousness of criminal 
justice affairs and have created a need for information on system opera
tion and effectiveness. With the recent renewed emphasis on fiscal 
restraint in the state and across the nation, it will be incumbent on 
criminal justice agencies to plan for the future from a firm foundation 
of knowledge about crime~ criminals and justi~e system operations. 

The need for knowledge as a basis for criminal justice assessment and 
planning becomes especially apparent when consideration is given to the 
obvious flexibility of the system in responding to changes in public 
attitude toward crime and criminal justice and to the increased volume 
of criminal and justice system acti\rity. The justice system is a extremely 
intricate complex of interrelated roles and functions. No single policy 
or goal serves to dictate ongoing parameters for system operation. 

A good example of thi s fl exi bi 1 i ty is the growth of I~ommuni ty-based 
corrections in Iowa. Because of this first-order cha~ge in public 
policy toward the handling of convicted offende-rs1. Iowa has managed to 
avoid a massive building program in the prison system which would other
wise have been mandated by the skyrocketing volume of offenders moving 
through the criminal courts. 
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It is just this sort of system flexibility that gives call to the need 
for statisitics on justice system operation. In order for responsible, 
effective and enlightened change to occur, there must be a solid base of 
inf~rmation from which to assess rH~p.ds and develop alternative plans of 
action. 

Quality Udta on crime and criminal justice must be made available to 
decision-makers and other system actors, including legislators, state 
and local administrators, planners, researchers, evaluators, and practi
tioners in the field involved in direct day-to-day confrontation with 
justice system problems. This series is one effort to provide some of 
the needed data. 

THE CRIME AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE SERIES 

In keeping with acknowledged responsibilities for criminal justice data 
analysis in Iowa, and in response to needs for criminal justice statistics 
as outlined in the previous section, the Iowa Statistical Analysis 
Center has attempted to gather together a large volume of statistical 
information concerning crime and criminal justice in the state. This 
information will appear in a series of reports falling under the general 
title "Crime and Criminal Justice in Iowa," this report being Volume I 
of the seri es. 

The Crime and Criminal Justice series has taken shape under a few guiding 
principles based on 18 years of staff experience in criminal justice 
planning, research, and evaluation. The format of the series reflects 
the desire of the SAC staff to take the "total system ll perspective, yet 
not be so general as to ignore information of specific utilHy in selected 
areas of interest. With the large volume of information generated 
during the first year of SAC operation, this goal has dictated that 
"system lf information of more general interest be separated from more 
detailed analysis in specialized areas of limited concern. Thus Volume 
I is offered as a IIstatistical overview" or "sourcebook ll of criminal 
justice information, with follow-up volumes offered to approach individual 
topics in greater detail. 

The sources of information on which this series is based include 1) 
statistical reports on crime and arrests from the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation and the Iowa Department of Public Safety; 2) Biennial 
Reports of the Iowa Board of Parole; 3) correctional movement summaries 
provided by local and state correctional agencies in Iowa; and 4) compu
terized data files maintained on adjudicated and non-adjudicated offenders 
by the Iowa Department of Social Services. Much credit for the series 
goes to those who completed countless data input documents and otherwise 
provided raw data on justice system activities. Without their assistance, 
little of this work would have been possible. Copies of data collection 
instruments appear in Appendix II. 
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Much of the information appearing in the series was obtained from compu
terized data files through use of the Statistical Package for the Social 
Sciences (SPSS). This package, which allows the generation of statistical 
tables of various types, afforded the staff ample opportunity to spend 
time on detailed analyses of pre-compiled data. 

This series grew in part from studies initiated while the analytic staff 
was employed by the13ureau of Correctional Evaluation of the Iowa Depart
ment of Social Services, including time spent on the Adult Corrections 
Master Plan Task Force. Although most of the information presented in 
the series was generated by SAC, many of the ideas on which the series 
is based took root during the three-year period prior to the advent of 
SAC., 

As can be seen from the contents of this volume, the primarY thrust of 
SAC·s analytic efforts have been in the area of crime and offender .. 
statistics, including crime and case volumes, offender movement (dec1s10n 
making) and offender behavior (fai~ure to appear, recidivism, etc.)! ~nd 
not with cost, manpower, organizat10nal or other management and adm1n1-
strative aspects of criminal justice. A separate effort to develop a 
management and administrative statistics (MAS) capability is currently 
underway in SAC, and should serve to fill much of the gap in this area. 
In addition, a criminal justice directory for Iowa has been completed 
during the first year of SAC operation. 

From examination of the tables and charts appearing in the report, it 
will be observed that much of the information presented here applies to 
criminal justice activities occurring during the period 1974-1977. In 
fact, very little information has currently b~e~ gen~rat~d for 1~78: In 
the past it has usually been the case that ~r1m'nal Just1ce sta~1st1cs 
applY'jng to a given year have not been publ1shed for at least S1X months 
after year·s end. Accordingly, the staff expects to update selected 
portions of this report later this year, as information for 1978 is 
processed and analyzed. 

In light of the reality established ~n ~he previo~s p~ragr~ph, i~ is 
important to note that very few stat1st1cs appear1n~ 1n th~s.ser1es 
relate to criminal justice activities under the rev1sed cr1m1nal co~e of 
Iowa, which took effect on January 1,1978. As a consequence, and 1n 
light of some substantive changes in the code ~hat may affect measures 
discussed here, it is unwise to assume that th1S report represents the 
current state of criminal justice in Iowa. It;s expected that some 
very definite changes in offender processing have occurred during 1978, 
although none are expected to lead to a substantial mod~fica~ion i~ the 
total picture of criminal justice in Iowa as presented 1n th1S ser1es. 

Generally speaking, it will be the unspoken pol~cy of SAC to refrain in 
this series from making value judgments concern1ng past patterns of 
criminal justice activity in Iowa. Likewise, very few.recomm~ndat10ns 
will be offered for action to be taken in response to the serles. 
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Rather, the staff sees the series as establishing a resource of know
ledge that will accomodate a wide range of views and interpretations. 
In this manner, the series can stay free of identification with any 
particular theme or scenario for change that may arise in its wake. 

ORGANIZATION OF VOLUME I 

As stated in the previous section, this first volume of the Crime and 
Criminal Justice series is offered as a form of "statistical overview" 
or "sourcebook" of information on crime and criminal justice in Iowa. 
Volume I is intended to form a foundation of statistical information 
from which further volumes of the series can build. Every attempt was 
made to keep the material at a conceptually simple level and to avoid 
detail that would not be of general interest. 

Volume 1 can be viewed as providing some answers as to the IIwhat ll of 
crime and criminal justice in Iowa in recent years. The "how ll and "whyll 
of this experience have not been addressed in Volume I, and will only be 
touched on in relatively simple terms in subsequent volumes of the 
series. 

As a statisical overview, Volume I will primarily address factots related 
to the flow of offenders through the justice system. In fact, the 
volume is organized according to the serial ordering of criminal justice 
processes as they apply to individual offenders. No data are offered on 
internal programmatic or functional aspects of criminal justice operations. 
Furthennore, no attempt is made to provide statistics on individual 
jurisdictions within the state. Such distinctions will be addressed in 
part in subsequent volumes. 

Finally, Volume I is limited to a simple presentation and explanation of 
statistical data, with no attempt made to analyze or otherwise interpret 
results. The volumes that follow will attempt to place the information 
appearing in Volume I if) proper perspective to allow a IItotal systemll 
assessment of the state of criminal justice in Iowa. 

In order to provide a broader base of information from which to make 
system-wide assessments, much information in Volume I is presented for 
individual offense categories as defined in Appendix I. 
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CHAPTER II 

REPORTED CRIMES AND ARRESTS 

In keeping with the perception of criminal justice as a system flow 
process, it seems most appropriate to begin the substantive portion of 
this report with a discussion of crime and arrest patterns in Iowa. 
Reported crime statistics serve as the only current institutionalized 
process for determining the level of crime in the state and across the 
nation. Although there are ongoing victimization surveys in the United 
States, none have approached anywhere near the breadth of coverage of 
the Uniform Crime Reports of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

This chapter attempts to provide an overview of crime and arrest statistics 
for the State of Iowa in a comprehensive yet simple manner. All information 
on crimes and arrests was obtained from statistical reports published by 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation and by the Iowa Department of Public 
Safety (DPS). 

THE UNIFORM CRIME REPORTS PROGRAM 

Each year the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) releases a report1 
detailing the extent of criminal activity in the nation during the 
preceding calendar year. The report is compiled from information provided 
by each of the 50 states and the District of Columbia through the 
Uniform Crime Reports (UCR). 

Prior to 1975, each local reporting law enforcement agency in Iowa 
submitted data directly to the FBI on reported crimes, arrests, assaults 
on officers, and the value of property stolen or recovered. In 1975, 
responsibility for the collection of the UCR data was transferred to DPS 
in an effort to improve the level of reporting and to give the state 
more control over its crime reporting system. 

In Iowa, the Department of Public Safety is the Official state-level 
respository for Uniform Crime Reports data. While the department continues 
to provide UCR data to the FBI in compliance with federal mandate, it 
has chosen in addition to publish an annual report on crime in Iowa of 
its own design. As well as providing a wealth of jurisdictional data on 

1 Crime in the United States, United States Department of Justice, 
Federal BUreau of Investigation, Washington, D.C. 

-6-

I 

II 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



I· ..... , .. .. ; 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I. 
I 
I 
I 
I, 
I 
I 
I 

reported crimes and arrests, the Iowa report gives extremely valuable 
state-wide arrest statistics that cannot be found in the FBI report. 
Arrest statistics from the 1977 Iowa UCR report, together with reported 
crime data from FBI reports dating back to 1960, constitute the basis 
for Chapter II. 

DEFINITION OF TERMS 

For convenience in displaying statistics on reported crimes and arrests, 
the rBI has utilized a classification scheme for criminal offenses as 
Ml~$: . 

PART' I CRIMES - All crime categories reported through UCR. 
VIOLENT 

MURDER/NON-NEGLIGENT MANSLAUGHTER 
NEGLIGENT MANSLAUGHTER 
FORCIBLE RAPE 
ROBBERY 
AGGRAVATED ASSUALT 

PROPERTY 
BURGLARY 
LARCENY/THEFT (often just larceny) 
MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT 

PART II CRIMES - All crimes not Part I, excluding traffic offenses. 
INDEX CRIMES ~ All Part I crimes, excluding negligent manslaughter. 

Definitions of individual Part I and Part II crime categories appear in 
Appendix I. 

All reported incidents of Part I crime are reported through UCR, as are 
all arrests of persons charged with such crimes. Part II crimes, which 
are generally considered to be less serious than Part I crimes, are not 
reported as incidents in Iowa but are reported only when an arrest 
occurs. Thus UCR provides data on reported Part I crimes and on arrests 
for both Part I and Part II crimes. There is a distinct possibility 
however, that data on reported Part II crimes will be made available 
within the coming year. 

Index crimes include all Part I crimes except negligent manslaughter, 
which is generally the least frequent category of the Part I group. 
Prior to 1972, index crimes did not reflect incidents of larceny or 
theft (except motor vehicle) in which the value of the goods stolen was 
less than $50, due to the large volume and lesser seriousness of such 
crimes. Since 1972, however, all larcenies and thefts have been reflected 
in UCR statistics in an effort to insure a higher degree of compar
ability of larceny statistics among the reporting jurisdictions and to 
allow more meaningful comparisons over time. 

The Crime Index or Index of Crime for a given jurisdiction and calendar 
year is defined as the total number of index crimes reported in the 
jurisdiction during the year. This index is given in aggregate form, 
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and in component form, with totals for each of the separate index crime 
categories specified separately along with totals for violent and property 
crime. 

As the Crime Index, along with its components indices, is naturally a 
function of the size of the population ;n a jurisdiction, it is necessary 
to compute measures of reported crime which are not directly biased by 
population size. One such measure is the Crime Rate, which is defined 
as the number of index crimes reported during the year per 100,000 
population in the jurisdiction. The Crime Rate is computed by dividing 
the Crime Index mentioned above by the population in the jurisdiction 
and then multiplying by 100,000. One overall crime rate is computed, as 
are separate rates for individual categories of index crime. 

Arrest rates for both Part I and Part II crimes are computed in the same 
manner as crime rates, by dividing the total number of arrests for a 
given category of crime by the population size and then multiplying by 
100,000. Since arrest statistics are broken down in UCR by age, sex and 
race, it is possible, assuming the availability of reliable demographic 
data to compute arrest rates which are age, sex, and race-specific. In 
particular, age-specific arrest rates for 1977 Part I and Part II arrests 
in Iowa are presented in this report due to the availability of popula
tion statistics through the Office of the State Demographer in the Iowa 
Offir.e for Planning and Programming. 

There are two statistics reflected in this chapter that illustrate the 
relationship between arrests and reported crimes for individual Part I 
crime categories. One such statistic, the Clearance Rate, is simply the 
percentage of reported crimes of a given category that are cleared'Jy 
arrest. Since the Iowa UCR system does not maintain one-on-one records 
of reported crimes and associated arrests, clearance rates must be 
reported directly by law enforcement agencies and cannot be computed 
from aggregate statistics on reported crimes and arrests. The second 
statistic, however, can be computed from aggregate data and is simply 
the ratio of arrests to reported crimes expressed in percentage form. 
This measure of the relationship of arrests to reports has no common 
name but is expressed in this report as ARRESTS/REPORTS (%), and is 
computed by dividing total arrests by total reports and then multiplying 
by 100. 

REPORTED CRIMES 

Table 1 provides a summary of 1977 crime rate statistics for Iowa and 
the nation as a whole. The table gives rates for all categories of 
index crime, and provides a bas~s for comparison through measures as 
follows: 

1) IOWA/NATION (% - Gives the ratio of the crime rate in Iowa 
for each index category) to the crime rate in the nation, 

expressed in percentage form. 
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CRIME 
CATEGORY 

Tf,lble 1 

UNIFORM CRIME REPORTS FOR 1977 
CRIME RATE CCXl1PARISONS 
IOWA VERSUS THE NATION 

IOWA :NATION 
IOWA/ 

NATION(%) 

TOTAL CRIME (INDEX) 3867.6 5055.1 76.5% 

VIOLENT 

PROPERTY 

MURDER/NON-NEGLIGENT MANSLAUGHTER 

FORCIBLE RAPE 

ROBBERY 

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 

BURGLARY 

LARCENY 

MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT 

143.6 

3723.9 

2.3 

10.6 

41.3 

89.4 

812.2 

2691.4 

220.4 

466.6 

4588.4 

8.8 

29.1 

187.1 

241.5 

1410.9 

2729.9 

447..6 

30.8% 

81.2% 

26.1% 

36.4% 

22.1% 

37.0% 

57.6% 

98.6% 

49.2% 

NATION/ 
IOWA 

1.3 

3.2 

1.2 

3.8 

2.7 

4.5 

2.7 

1.7 

1.0 

2.0 

IOWA 
RANK 

37 

47 

37 

47 

48 

42 

45 

45 

24 

44 



2) 

3) 

NJHlON./J.OWA "" Gives a simple ratio of crime rate in the nation 
fo crime rate in Iowa. 

rOvlA RANK - Gives the crime rate ranking of Iowa among the 50 
states (l=high; 50=10w). 

Table 2 gives the historical trend in reported 1ndex crimes in Iowa from 
1960 through 1978 for each category of index cr'lme. As descri bed ina 
section to follow, corrections were made in FBI statistics to allow 
inclusion of larceny under $50 for the period 1960-1971. Table 3 is 
based on Table 2 and gives the percentage increase in reported index 
crime for each year from 1961 to 1978, using 1960 as a base year, i.e., 
all percentages reflect the percentage increase in reported crimes (in a 
specific category) from 1960 to the designated year. 

Figure 1 is a simple graphical display, of the percentages appearing in 
Table 3 under the VIOLENT and PROPf',TY categories of index crime. 

POPULATION STATISTICS 

As has been stated in numerous reports on crime in the United States, 
and as supported by statistics on arrest rates appearing in a subsequent 
section of this chapter, crime is primarily a phenomenon of youth. 
There is a plenitude of statistics available to establish that a highly 
disproportionate share of reported (index) crimes in Iowa and in the 
nation are committed by younger adults and juveniles. 

Furthermore, it is easily verified that the large-scale increase in 
reported crimes in Iowa since 1960 has occurred almost side-by-side with 
the movement of the lIage-bulge ll 

- resulting from the post-war baby 
boom - into the crime-prone group of individuals aged 15-24. 

Table 4, which was compiled from U.S. Bureau of Census reports and from 
projections completed by the State Demcyrapher in the Office for Plan
ning and Programming, provides sufficient data to track the general 
movement of this "age-bulge" through the age-distribution of the pop
ulation in this state. Correspondingly, it gives clear support for the 
suspected causal connection between the age-bulge movement and the 
elevation in the crime rate. More information on this hypothetical 
connect)Jn and its possible implications for future crime in Iowa will 
appear 1n a follow-up report from SAC. 

CRIME RATE, VIOLENT CRIMES AND PRISON POPULATION 

While the crime rate is generally viewed as ct measure of the magnitude 
of the crime problem in Iowa, it reflects'~ittle of law enforcement and 
other criminal justice processes mobilized in response to the problem. 
In fact, a large portion of this report is dedicated to, an analysis of 
the response to crime in Iowa, from statistics on arrests and clearance 
rates, to court actions, sentencing, probation and correctional programming. 
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Table 2 

UNIFORM CRIME REPORTS 
INDEX CRIMES REPORTED IN IOWA 

1960-1978 

..... )1 

MURDER! MOTOR 
CALENDAR CRIME NON-NEGL. FORCIBLE AGGRAVATED VEHICL! 
YEAR INDEX VIOLENT PROPERTY MANSLAUGHTER RAPE ROBBERY ASSAULT BURGLARY LARCENY MIlT 

-.... 

1960 25,725 656 25,069 17 102 301 236 6375 16,599 20gS 
1961 25,321 643 24,678 36 81 291 235 6356 16,382 1940 
1962 27,230 559 26,671 31 105 238 185 7326 17,308 2037 
1963 29,198 629 28,569 35 100 253 241 7516 18,788 2265 
1964 32,588 1007 31,581 35 137 310 525 8004 20,938 263~ 
1965 36,181 1067 35,114 36 123 354 554 8398 23,827 2SS9 
1966 41,699 1214 40,485 43 132 351 688 9245 27,618 3622 
1967 50,997 1608 49,389 42 155 578 833 11,881 33 1 235 4273 
1968 58,95~ 1882 57,077 48 186 686 962 13,027 39,527 4523 
1969 62,624 1918 60,706 39 178 622 1079 13,603 42,166 4937 

~ 1970 70,793 2241 68,552 54 175 804 1208 14,331 49,276 4945 
I 1971 74,925 2822 72,103 52 255 866 1649 15,160 52,571 4372 

1972 72,990 2519 70,471 50 248 77/J 1451 15,037 50,560 4874 
1973 82,230 2970 79,260 63 329 9S4 1624 18,412 55,310 5638 
1974 97,460 3455 94,005 54 287 1390 1724 22,597 65,153 62SS 
1975 112,494 4039 108,455 71 297 1536 2135 23,492 78,370 6593 
1976 116,504 3831. 112,673 64 304 1176 2243 23,678 83,057 5939 
1977 111,275 4132 107,143 67 305 1189 2571 23,367 77 ,435 6341 
1978 114,609 4588 110,021 74 295 1332 2887 24,961 78,313 6747 

lr;c;a;::II1DI_ 



Table 3 

UNIFORM CRIME REPORTS 
PERCENfAGE INCREASE IN INDEX 

CRIME REPORTED - 1961-1978 
1960 BASE 

MURDER/ MOTOR 
CALENDAR CRIME NON-NEGL. FORCIBLE AGGRAVATED VEHICLE 
YEAR INDEX VIOLENf PROPERTY MANSLAUGHTER RAPE ROBBERY ASSAULT BURGLARY LARCENY THEFT 

1960 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 
1961 -2% -2% -2% +112% -21% -3% 0% 0% -1% -7% 
1962 +6% -15% +6% +82% +3% -21% -22% +15% +4% -3% 
1963 +14% -4% +14% +106% -2% -16% +2% +18% +13% +8% 
1964 +27% +54% +26% +106% +34% +3% +122% +26% +26% +26% 
1965 +41% +63% +40% +112% +21% +18% +135% +32% +44% +38% 
1966 +62% +85% +62% +153% +29% +17% +192% +45% +66% +73% 
1967 +98% +145% +97% +147% +52% +92% +253% +86% +100% +104% 

I 1968 +129% +187% +128% +182% +82% +128% +308% +104% +138% +115% 
....I 
'<.j 1~69 +143% +192% +142% +129% +74% +107% +357% +113% +154% +136% 
I 

1970 +175% +242% +174% +217% +71% +167% +412% +125% +197% +136% 
1971 +191% +330% +188% +206% +150% +188% +599% +138% +217% +109% 
1972 +184% +284% +181% +194% +143% +156% +515% +136% +205% +133% 
1973 +220% +353% +216% +271% +222% +217% +588% +189% +233% +164% 
1974 +279% +427% +275% +218% +181% +362% +630% +254% +292% +199% 
1975 +337% +516% +333% +318% +191% +410% +805% +269% +372% +215% 
1976 +353% +484% +350% +276% +198% +291% +850% +271% +400% +183% 
1977 +333% +530% +327% +294% +199% +295% +989% +266% +367% +203% 
1978 +346% +599% +339% +335% +189% +343% +1123% +339% +372% +222% 

-------------------
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AGE 
CATEGORY 

0-4 
5-9 

10-14 
15-19 
20-24 
25-29 
30-34 

~ 35-39 
.po. 40-44 
I 45-49 

50-54 
55-59 
60-64 
65-69 
70-74 
75+ 

TOTAL 
POPULATION 

1940 

207,117 
199,857 
216,876 
231,986 
211,145 
193,678 
178,851 
169,311 
164,434 
162,216 
145,667 
124,261 
105,102 
87,319 
65,944 
74,504 

2,538,268 

Table 4 

STATE OF IOWA 
AGE DISTRIBUTION OF GENERAL POPULATION 

1940-1970: U.S. CENSUS; 1980-2020: POPULATION PROJECT IONS 1 

1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 

280,269 307,214 233,334 214,009 231,860 208,016 208,565 
226,374 291,819 '280,339 220,872 233,019 217,967 204,454 
199,225 258,819 293,714 229,106 212,000 230,359 206,671 
184,168 202,940 273,753 271,914 219,962 233,489 219,076 
189,788 155,335 203,800 280,244 227,186 213,194 231,866 
192,843 151,804 167,626 260,931 264,047 216,514 230,001 
180,966 165,052 147,356 194,474 272,462 220,081 206,839 
174,179 170,193 142,015 164,037 253,452 257,007 210,327 
162,146 164,912 155,091 143,792 188,840 266,579 215,105 
151;624 157,392 158,304 137,573 159;807 247,597 251,414 
147,203 145,111 152,894 147,276 138,218 182,449 257,660 
139,047 134,918 140,666 147,277 129,234 150,919 234,528 
120,243 124,343 127,212 137,355 133,347 125,901 166,796 
100,809 114,360 107,815 119,751 126,596 111,850 130,697 
75,640 91,308 92,932 100,171 110,027 107,528 101,751 
96,549 122,017 148,517 163,934 188,140 213,565 217,752 

2,621,073 2,757,537 2,825,368 2,932,716 3,088,197 3,203,015 3,293,502 

1Completed by the State Demographer in the Iowa Office for Planning and Progra~ing. 

2020 

203,204 
207,567 
207,224 
205,478 
208,994 
216,395 
225,426 
224,311 
202,443 
205,924 
208,165 
238,217 
235,869 
203,960 
134,995 
227,591 

3~355,763 

-------------------
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.In the minds of many of the citizenry, however, the final definitive 
Ymeasure of the response to crime in Iowa is the size of the prison 

population. It is generally believed that as crime grows, so the prison 
population swells in response, through increased arrests, convictions in 
court, and incarcerations of those convicted. 

The difficulty with this perception, however, is that the criminal 
justice system in Iowa is an immensely complex process involving a 
number of loosely connected steps, no one of which acts in immutable 
response to those preceding it. Thus arrests are not an unchanging 
function of reported crimes, convictions an unchanging 'function of 
arrests, incarcerations an unchanging function of convictions, nor the 
prison population an unchanging function of commitments. 

As an illustration of the degree of flexibility in this IIcriminal justice 
chain" linking reported crime to the prison population, Table 5 and 
Figure 2 trace, from 1960 through 1978, the trends in 1) the Crime Rate, 
2) the number of violent crimes reported, and 3) the mid-year population 
of adult correctional institutions. The first two series are offered as 
measures of input to the system and the latter as a form of output. 
Additionally, the rightmost column of Table 5 gives a single measure of 
the relationship of violent crimes reported to the prison population, 
expressed as the number of violent crimes reported (during the year) per 
100 prisoners incarcerated (at mid-year). 

To avoid possible confusion, it should be noted that the close similarity 
of the curves depicting the Crime Rate and the number of violent crimes 
reported is something of a coincidence, and was not IIforced" to allow 
the two trends lines to appear on one chart, i.e., Crime Rate reflects 
total reported index crimes per 100,000 population, while the number of 
violent crimes reported is a simple count uncorrected for population and 
not otherwise adjusted. 

It might be observed that Figure 2 can be dissected into two subfigures 
depicting radically different relationships between reported crime 
measures and the size of the prison population. The left half-figure, 
ranging from 1960 to 1972, reveals a totally negative relationship 
between reported crime and the prison population, with the latter steadily 
decreasing while the former steadily increased (at a greater rate). 
From 1972 through 1978, however, we see a positive relationship between 
reported crime and the prison population, again with a much more gradual 
increase in the latter than the former. It can be hypothesized that 
whatever factors influenced the negative relationship up to 1972 somehow 
reached a saturation pOint at that time, although perhaps not reverting 
or totally leveling off from that time on. More insight into this 
phenomenon will be offered in a follow-up report. 
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Table 5 

STATE OF IOWA I I CRIME RATE, VIOLENT CRIMES 
REPORTED, AND PRISON POPULATION I .. , I 1960-1978 

FIGURE 2 
CALENDAR :,:RIME VIOLENT CRIMES MID-YEAR VIOLENT CRIMES I I ST.ATE OF IOWA 

YEAR RATE REPORTED PRISON POPULATION PER 100 PRISONERS CRIME RATE, VIOLENT CRIMES 4500 
REPORTED, AND PRISON POPULATION 45(Y' 

I 
1960-1978 

1960 933 656 2256 29.1 I 4000 
4000 

1961 911 643 2341 27.5 

1962 980 S59 2506 22.3 I I 3500 
3500 

1963 1050 629 2447 25.7 I 3000 

I 3000 

1964 1182 1007 2324 43.3 PRISON POPULATION 
2500 /--

I ~/ ',- I 2500 1965 1311 1067 2287 46.7 I 

I - -, I 
I 

" ,/ 
1966 1518 1214 2079 58.4 

2000 ............ " --, -- 2000 

I 
--r<-' ,..-, -------

1967 1852 1608 1898 84.7 I / -'-, / 
1500 " \ / , I ,.I 1500 / ...-----

1968 2146 1882 1855 101.5 1 

I 
.. ' .. '" 

I 1000 /'-~r-" 1969 2252 1918 1818 105.5 1000 
/ VIOLENT CRIMES 

---~~ __ l REPORTED 
1970 2506 2241 1808 I 500 ............. 

123.9 

I 500 

1971 2627 2822 1760 160.3 

1972 2532 2519 1406 179.2 I' I 68 70 72 
1-,-' 

73 74 '15 76 ·n 78 

1973 2832 2970 1451 204.7 

I 1974 3414 3455 1518 227.6 I 
1975 3920 4039 1857 217.5 I I 1976 4046 3831 1912 200.4 

1977 3868 4132 2036 202.9 I I 
1978 3952 4588 2109 217.5 

I I 
I I -17- . 

I I 
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ARREST STATISTICS 

Table 6 gives a statistical overview of the number of arrests in Iowa 
for each category of Part I and Part II crime during the period 1975-
1977, with separate statistics presented for each year, and with arrests 
for adu'lts and juveni 1 es broken out indhidually. Information for 1976 
and 1977 was taken from the annual UCR reports published by the Department 
of Public Safety, while figures for 1975 were obtained from the FBI 
th~ough DPS. 

Table '7 is a summay'y of statist"ics interrelating arrests for Part I 
crimes during 1976 and 1977 with reported Part I crimes for these two 
years. The two meiasures of this relationship, namely CLEARANCE RATE and 
ARREST/REPORTS (%) were defined in a previous seciton. 

Table. 8 offers a demographic profile of persons arrested for individual 
categories of Part I and Part II crime during 1977. Table 9 is a supplement 
to Table 8, giving the age distribution for major categories of arrests 
during 1977. The figure MODAL AGE on the bottom line refers to the 
single age level of most frequent occurrence within each arrest category. 

Table 10, which entails an elaboration of UCR arrest statistics for 
1977, relates th(~ number of arrests within an individual age category to 
the estimated number of persons in this category within the general 
popUlation. The mode of this comparison is the statistic lIarrest rate,1I 
which was defined in a previous section. Table 10 and Figures 3 and 4 
give arrest rates as a function of age for three categories of arrests, 
including all Part I Or II arrests, Part I arrests alone, and Part II 
arrests alone. These statistics can be generally interpreted as arrest 
probabilities for the general population as a function of age. 

Table 11, which supplements the demographic profile given in Tables 8 
and 9, gives an arresting offense profile for certain selected demographic 
categories of arrested offenders as indicated in the table, i.e., the 
percentages of offenders in a category who were arrested for specific 
types of crimes. The categories CRIMES AGAINST PERSONS ind PAPER CRIMES 
are not UCR categories and are defined in Appendix I. 

ACCURACY IN UCR STATISTICS 

In recent years there has been a decided concern among interested parties 
with the completeness and accuracy of crime statistics as reported 
through the Uniform Crime Reports. Historically, UCR has not been able 
to claim complete or near complete reporting across the nation, with 
many of the smaller local jurisdictions not reporting at all and with 
incomplete or sporadic reporting from many larger jurisdictions. To 
take into account the often incomplete nature of reporting, the FBI has 
utilized certain standard formuli as correction factors for states with 
under-reporting, thus allowing the publication of statistics reflecting 
total estimated crime in each reporting state. All data on reported 
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OFFENSE 
C\TEGORY 

ALl.. PART I, II ARRESTS 

I'.lhlc I) 

UNIFOR.\\ CRL\tE REPORTS 
PART I A.'1) I'ART U ARRESTS I~ IONA 

1975-19;7 

JUVE..'lILE ARRESTS ADUI..T ARRESTS 
1975 1976 1977 1915 1910 19:" 

21,522 22,788 21,445 49,009 5~,521 57,263 

TOTAl.. ARRESTS 
Ed 1970 19:::' 

----~------------------------------------------------- -----
PART I.ARRESTS 

PART II ARRESTS 

9813 9322 88eo 8827 8143 8118 

11,709 13,466 12,585 40,182 44,378 49,145 

18,640 11.465 16.978 

51,891 57,844 61,730 

-------------------------------~~--------------------- ------
PART I ARRESTS-VIOLENT 

PART I ARRESTS-PROPERTY 

382 

9431 

386 384 

8936 8476 

1529 1427 1612 1911 1813 1996 

7298 6716 6506 

--------------------------------------~-------------------~" 
~1URDER/NON-NEGLIGE."lT MANS:AUGHrER 5 3 5 55 62 49 60 65 54 

NEGLIGENT ~IANSLAUGHI'ER. 1 1 2 16 11 10 17 12 12 

FORCIBLJ: RAPE 24 27 26 142 119 149 166 146 liS 

ROBBERY 180 173 167 410 314 322 590 487 489 

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 172 183 184 906 921 1062 107d 1104 126b 

OTI!ER ASSAULTS 517 580 593 2142 2265 2253 2659 2845 2846 

SEX OFFENSES 72 67 65 244 284 257 316 351 32:: 

FAl-IIl..Y OFFENSES 25 45 0 333 210 175 358 255 175 

,[LLEGAL WEAPONS 160 204 184 701 671 741 861 875 925 

ARSON 125 96 84 61 65 71 186 161 ISS 

Vfu~ALI~1 1670 1634 1522 612 668 817 2282 2302 2339 

BURGLARY 2163 2054 1787 1510 1261 1192 3673 3315 2979 

LARCENY 6168 5804 5574 5363 5005 4861 11,531 10,809 10,435 

MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT 1100 1078 1115 425 450 453 1525 1528 1568 

STOLEN PROPERTY 426 414 425 660 673 643 1086 1087 1068 

FORGERY 153 169 181 702 627 603 855 796 784 

BAD GlECKS/FRAUD 97 ll5 115 1212 ll41 1204 1309 1256 1319 

ENBEZZLFl>1ENr 9 12 24 151 126 124 160 138 148 

CONTROLLED SUBST"~CES 1383 1490 1437 2825 2777 3112 4208 4267 4549 

DRIVING UNDER INFLUENCE 136 252 301 5440 8707 ll,165 5576 8959 11,466 

LIQUOR LAWS 2344 3198 2939 1250 1475 1596 3594 4673 4535 

DRUNKENNESS 1046 1179 1050 13,433 13,472 14,587 14,489 14,651 15,637 

Ca-f>1ERCIAL VICE 11 5 3 73 93 77 84 98 80 

~IBLI};G 5 0 1 56 37 27 61 37 28 

DISORDERLY CONDUCT 864 971 ,56 2219 2271 2260 3083 3242 3016 

VAGRANCY 22 9 8 150 63 99 172 i2 107 

OTHER OFFENSES 2644 3026 2897 7981 8753 9334 10,625 11,779 12,231 
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OFFENSE 
CATEGORY 

ALL PART I CRIMES 

PART I - VIOLENT 

PART I - PROPERTY 

PART I - VIOLENT 

MURDER/MANSLAUGHTER 

FORCIBLE RAPE 

ROBBERY 

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 

PART I - PROPERTY 

BURGLARY 

LARCENY 

MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT 

Table 7 

UNIFORM CRIME REPORTS FOR 1976-1977 
PART I CRIMES REPORTED , PART I ARRESTS AND CLEARANCE RATES 

PART I CRIMES 
REPORTED 

1976 1977 

116,517 111,283 

3844 4140 

112,673 107,143 

74 

304 

1176 

2243 

75 

305 

1189 

2571 

23,678 23,367 

83,057 77,435 

5938 6341 

PART I 
ARRESTS 

1976 1977 

17,465 16,978 

1813 1996 

15,652 14,982 

77 

146 

487 

1104 

66 

175 

489 

1266 

3315 2979 

10,809 10,435 

1528 1568 

CLEARANCE 
RATE . 

1976 1977 

15.8% 16.3% 

54.3% 53.8% 

14.5% 14.8% 

81.3% 

51.9% 49.3% 

34.1% 31. 7% 

65.2% 63.8% 

14.4% 15.2% 

13.8% 13.9% 

24.9% 25.1% 

ARRESTS/ 
REPORTS (%) 

1976 1977 

15.0% 15.3% 

47.2% 48.2% 

13.9% 14.0% 

104.1% 88.0% 

48.0% 57 . .+% 

41.4% 41.1% 

49.2% 49.2% 

14.0% 12.7% 

13.0% 13.5% 

25.7% 24.7% 

-------------------
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Ta.ble 8 

UNfFORN CRIME REPORTS fOR 1971 
lJIJ.tJGHAPIIIC PRflFlLll FOR P,\ltf I .\.','0 PART 11 .\AA.ESTS 

SEX RACE OFFENSE 
CATEGOR.Y "ME51'S liHlTE BLACK 

ALL PART 1,n ARRESTS 

PART ! ARRESTS 

PART !I ARRESTS 

78,708 

16,978 

61,730 

PART 1 I\RRESTS - VIOLENT 1996 

PART 1 ARRESTS· PROPERT'{ 14,982 

~1URDER/NON-NEGLIGENT MANSL. 

NEGLIGENT MANSLAUGHTER 

FORCIBLE RAPE 

ROBBERY 

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 

OTIIER ASSAULTS 

SEX. OFFENSES 

FAl-IILY OFFE~lSES 

'ILLEGAL WEAPONS 

ARSON 

VANPALISM 

BURGLARY 

LARCEN'l 

M1rOR VEHICLE TIlEFT 

STOLEN PROPERT'{ 

FORGERY 

BAD QIECKS/FRAUD 

EMBEZZLEMENT 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 

DRIVING UNDER INFLUENCE 

LIQUOR lAWS 

DRUNl:ENNESS 

C(l.NERCIAL VICE 

GAMBLING 

DISOROERLY CONDUCT 

VAGRANCY 

OTIIER OFFENSES 

54 

12 

175 

489 

1266 

2846 

322 

175 

925 

155 

2339 

2979 

10,435 

1568 

1068 

784 

1319 

148 

4549 

11,466 

4535 

15,637 

80 

28 

3016 

107 

12,231 

86.ot 

88.H 

91.5% 

76.5% 

92.6% 

100.0% 

100.0% 

94.3% 

89.2% 

87.6% 

92.5% 

81.1% 

94.8% 

92.3% 

94.3% 

94.8% 

69.1% 

91.4% 

87.4% 

68.6% 

68.9% 

72.3% 

87.4% 

92.7% 

81.1% 

92.5% 

12.5% 

78.6% 

87.6% 

95.3* 

83.n 

14.0~ 

21. 7% 

11 .• 9% 

B.5% 

23.5% 

7.4% 

0.0% 

0.0% 

5.7% 

10.8% 

12.4% 

7.5% 

18.9% 

5.2% 

7.7% 

5.7% 

5.2~ 

30.9% 

8.6% 

12.6% 

31.4% 

31.1% 

27.7% 

12.6% 

7.3% 

18.9% 

7.5% 

87.5% 

21.4% 

12.4% 

4.7% 

16.3% 
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9.3.1~ 

89.9% 

94.0% 

81.2% 

91.1% 

62.9% 

100.0% 

79.5% 

73.9% 

84.8% 

87.3% 

90.8% 

97.3% 

89.0% 

97.5% 

96.2% 

92.4% 

90.2% 

94.3% 

90.8% 

90.3% 

92.0% 

88.6% 

96.9% 

97.7% 

97.9% 

91. 7% 

37.6% 

100.0% 

93.('1 

98.2% 

94.8~ 

4.8~ 

8.2% 

.3.8% 

15.2% 

7,3% 

24.H 

O.O~ 

17.1% 

24.3% 

11.2% 

10.9% 

6.5% 

2.2% 

9.5% 

2.5% 

3.2% 

6.4% 

8.0% 

4.3% 

8.6% 

9.1% 

6.9% 

10.8% 

2.3% 

1.4% 

1.2% 

3.4% 

58.7% 

0.0% 

5.4% 

0.0% 

3.8% 

AGE 
~IE.<\N MEDIAN WUV • 

26.0 21.6 

20.9 17.8 52.2% 

27.4 22.9 20.4% 

25.0 23.3 19.2% 

20.4 17.4 56.6% 

29.5 

26,6 

25.3 

21.5 

26.1 

25.9 

28.0 

30.6 

25.4 

27.7 9.3% 

26.2 16.7\ 

23.7 14.9% 

19.9 34.2% 

23.6 14.5% 

23.1 20.8% 

2~.9 20.2% 

28.2 0.0% 

22.4 19.9% 

20.7 17.4 54.2% 

17.9 16.5 65.1% 

18.4 

21.3 

18.1 

17.3 60.0% 

17.6 53.4% 

16.6 71.1% 

20.9 19.0 39.8% 

24.6 21.6 23.1% 

28.1 25.3 8.7% 

26.9 23.7 16.2% 

20.7 19.5 31.6% 

32.9 29.0 2.6% 

19.5 17.5 64.8% 

32.7 28.2 

25.8 

39.2 

23.4 

33.0 

:!3.9 20.8 

40.0 36.2 

6.7% 

3.8% 

3.6% 

25.1% 

7.5% 

24.7 21.3 23.7% 



Table 9 

UNIFORM CRIME REPORTS FOR 1977 
AGE DISTRIBUTION FOR PART I AND PART II ARRESTS 

ALL 
AGE PART I,II PART I ARRESTS PART II 

CATEGORY ARRESTS VIOLENT PROPERlY ALL PART I ARRESTS 

0-14 8.3% 3.7% 23.6% 21.3% 4.7% 

15-19 33.2% 30.0% 46.8% 44.8% 30.0% 

20-24 21.6% 27.9% 13.6% 15.3% 23.4% 
,! f 25-29 11.5% 16.4% 5.5% 6.8% 12.8% 

30-34 6.7% 9.2% 2.6% 3.4% 7.6% 

35-39 4.8% 5.4% 2.0% 2.4% 5.5% 
I 

N 

1.4% 4.4% N 40-44 3.8% 3.2% 1.2% I 

45-49 3.3% 2.2% 1.3% 1.4% 3.8% 

50-54 2.6% 0.8% 0.9% 0.9% 3.0% 

55-59 2.0% 0.7% 0.9% 0.9% 2.3% 

60-64 1.1% 0.3% 0.5% 0.5% 1.3% 

65+ 1.1% 0.3% 1.1% 1.0% 1.2% 

TOTAL ARRESTS 78,708 1996 14,982 16,978 61,730 

MODAL AGE 18 20 16 16 18 

-------------------
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I Table 10 

UNIFORM CRIME REPORTS FOR 1977 

:1 ARREST RATES* 
BY AGE AT ARREST 

PART I AND PART II CRIMES 

I 
I 

AGE AT ESTIMATED PART I ARRESTS PART II ARRESTS PART I, II ARRESTS 
ARREST 1977 POP. TOTAL RATE TOTAL RATE TOTAL RATE 

il 0-10 492,008 483 98.2 411 83.5 894 181.7 

11-12 97,622 878 899.4 622 637.2 1500 1536.6 

I 13-14 108,323 2256 2082.7 1887 1742.0 4143 3824.7 

15 57,112 1639 2869.8 2000 3501. 9 3639 6371.7 

I 16 58,013 1927 3321.7 3398 5857.3 5325 9179.0 . 

I 
17 60,913 1677 2753.1 4267 7005.1 5944 9758.2 

18 56,112 1371 2443.3 4786 8529.4 6157 10,972.7 

I 19 57,013 992 1740.0 4072 7142.2 5064 8882.2 

20 56,112 769 1370.5 3714 6618.9 4483 7989.4 

I 21 57,112 679 1188.9 3284 5750.1 3963 6939.0 

I 
22 55,11: 451 818.3 2801 5082.4 3252 5900.7 

23 54,112 347 641.3 2454 4535.0 2801 5176.3 

I 24 54,112 353 652.4 2164 3999.1 2517 4651.5 

25-29 218,662 1147 524.6 7901 3613.3 9048 4137.9 

I 30-34 175,505 576 328.2 4704 2680.3 5280 3008.5 

'I 
35-39 152,488 407 266.9 3405 2233.0 3812 2499.9 

40-44 140,980 239 169.5 2746 1947.8 2985 2117.3 

I 45-49 143,887 245 170.3 2351 1634.3 2596 1804.6 

50-54 146,734 146 99.5 1877 1279.2 2023 1378.7 

I 55-59 146,734 145 98.8 1397 952.1 1542 1050.9 

60+ 500,621 251 50.1 1489 297.4 1740 347.6 

I 
ALL AGES 2,889,287 16,978 587.6 61,730 2136.5 78,708 2724.1 

I 
* Arrests p,?r 100,000 population. 
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Figure 3 

UNIFORM CRIME REPORTS FOR 1977 
ARREST RATES 

ADULT 

BY AGE AT ARREST 
ALL PART I AND PART II CRIMES 

PART I, II ARRESTS 
PER 100,000 POPULATION 
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UNIFORM CRIME REPORTS FOR 1971 
ARREST RATi:S 

BY AGE AT ARREST 
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PER 100,000 POPULATION 
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Table 11 

UNIFORM CRIME REPORTS FOR 1977 
ARRESTING OFFENSE PROFILE FOR SELECTED DEMOGRAPHIC CATEGORIES 

PART I AND PART II ARRBSTS 

OFFENSE ALL AMERICAN 
CATEGORY CATEGORIES MALE FEMALE WHITE BLACK HUHAN 

CRIMES AGAINST PERSONS 6.8% 7.0% 5.3% 6.2% 17.3% 7.7% 

ILLEGAL WEAPONS 1.2% 1.3% 0.4% 1.1.% 2.4% 0.7% 

ARSON/VANDALISM 3.2% 3.5% 1.3% 3.3% 2.1% 0.8% 

BURGLARY/MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT 5.8% 6.3% 2.6% 5.8% 7.0% 4.0% 

LARCENY 13.3% 10.7% 29.3% 12.8% 22.6% 11.5% 

STOLEN PROPERTY 1.4% 1.4% 1.2% 1.3% 2.5% 0.2% 

PAPER CRIMES 2.9% 2.3% 6.3% 2.8% 4.8% 1.4% 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 5.8% 5.9% 5.2% 6.0% 2.8% 2.5% 

DRIVING UNDER INFLUENCE 14.6% 15.7% 7.6% 15.3% 4.4% 5.2% 

LIQUOR LAWS 5.8% 5.4% 7.8% 6.0% 1.5% 1. 7% 

DRUNKENNESS 19.9% 21.4% 10.7% 19.5% 14.4% 53.2% 

DISORDERLY CONDUCT 3.8% 3.9% 3.4% 3.8% 4.4% 1. 7% 

ALL OFFENSES NOT LISTED ABOVE 15.8% 15.3% 18.9% 16.0% 13.9% 9.4% 

ALL PART I,II ARRESTS 78,708 67,701 11,007 73,425 3696 1088 

100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 

JlNENILE ADULT 

4,9% 7.5% 

0.9% 1.3% 

7.5% 1.5% 

13.6% 2.9% 

26.0% 8.4% 

2.0% 1.1% 

1.5% 3.3% 

6.7% 5.4% 

1.4% 19.4% 

13.7% 2.8% 

4.9% 25.3% 

3~S% 3.9% 

13.6% . 16.5% 

21,409 57,659 

100% 100% 

-------------------
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crimes contained in this report reflect such corrections and can be 
taken as reasonably accurate indicators of the true level of reported 
crime ;n Iowa since 1960. 

In Iowa, with the move to state-level responsibility for UCR data collection 
in 1975, the state saw a marked improvement in the completeness of UCR 
reporting. In fact, there is every reason to believe that the figures 
in this report for the period 1975-1977 are reported crimes and arrests 
in Iowa are nearly 100% accurate, although no estimates of the true 
degree of accuracy have been determined. 

As stated above, prior to 1972 the category of index crimes did not 
cover larcenies (thefts) in which the value of stolen property was under 
$50.. As a result, the Crime Index and Crime Rate for Iowa as given in 
FBI reports prior to 1972 cannot be compared directly with corresponding 
measures for 1972 and succeeding years. To correct for this deficiency, 
and to allow a time-series analysis of reported crime in Iowa over the 
period 1960-1977, an attempt was made to determine as accurately as 
possible the number of reports in Iowa from 1960 through 1971 of larcenies 
with value of property stolen under $50. For the period 1968 through 
1971, figures from the FBI were available on such crimes. For the 
period 1960-1967~ estimates were developed based on the pattern of 
larcenies over $50 during that period and on the ratio of larcenies 
under $50 to those over $50 for the period 1968-1971. Percentage increases 
in larceny over $50 were assumed to apply equally to larceny under $50 
during the period in question. 

Although UCR statistics contained in this report entail a certain degree 
of correction, estimation, and corresponding inaccuracy, it is the 
belief of the staff that the general pattern of crime as specified in 
this report is an accurate reflection of fact and not just an artifact 
of better and more complete reporting through UCR. It is likely, however, 
that a portion of the reported increase in crime is due to improved 
reporting and record-keeping. 

The question of whether or not levels of crime as reported through UCR 
are accurate indicators of the true level of crime in the state is 
another question altogether and entails other considerations outside the 
context of the UCR program. The question of how accurately UCR charn~terizes 
the crime problem in Iowa is rather a function of the willingness of the 
citizens of the state to report crime to law enforcement agencies. It 
is possible that a significant percentage of Part I crime in Iowa is not 
reported and is thus not reflected in UCR statistics. Furthermore, it 
;s possible that a significant portion of the increase in reported crime 
since 1960 is due to an increased willingness of the citizenry to 
report crime. In fact, it may be that most or all of the increase in 
reported crime since 1960 is due to increased reporting of crime. 
Unfortunately, no victimization studies have been completed for the 
State of Iowa and no direct evidence is available to answer this important 
question . 
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NATIONAL VICTItHZATION STUDIES 

Although no major victimization studies have been attempted for the 
State of Iowa, a number of studies have been completed in other states 
and for the nation as a whole. One major ongoing victimization study, 
the National Crime Survey, has been conducted by the National Criminal 
Justice Information and Statistics Service of the Law Enforceme~t Assistance 
Administration with data collected by the Bureau of the Census. 

While data from the survey cannot be compared directly with UCR data due 
to the sampling nature of the survey design, and to differences in crim~ 
classification, it is possible to arrive at some overall surface comparlsons 
to gain an understanding of the relative degree of magnitude of und~r
reporting of Part I crime in the United States. 

Eugene Doleschal, in his most interesting article on crime2 has estimated 
from National Crime Survey results for 1973-1975 that the actual level 
of Part I crime in the United States is roughly four times that reported 
through UCR. He estimates that 40 million index crimes were committed 
in 1974 as opposed to the 10 million index crimes reported to the FBI. 
According to Doleschal, the percent of index crimes not reported varied 
according to the category of index crime as follows: 

CRIME CATEGORY 

.MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT 

. ROBBERY 

. BURGLARY 

.FORCIBLE RAPE 

.AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 

. LARCENY 
ALL pART I CRIMES 

% NOT 
REPORTED 

32% 
51% 
54% 
56% 
60% 
82% 
72% 

Doleschal goes on to conclude that most of the increase in reported 
crime in the United States in recent years is due solely to increased 
reporting of crime, and that as a result we have seen nowhere near the 
increase in actual crime as has been indicated by the FBlis Uniform 
Crime Reports series. 

1 Criminal Victimization in the United States - A National Crime Survey 
Re~ort: 1973, 1974, 1975:-United States Department of Justice, Law 
En orceme~ss;stancE!7\cfministration, National Criminal Justice Information 
and Statistics Service (December, 1976-1977). 

2 Eugene Doleschal, IICrime-Some Popular Beliefs," Crime and Delinquency_, 
volume 25, Number 1 (1970), pp. 1-8. 
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CHAPTER III 

PRE-TRIAL RELEASE 

One of the very first decisions affecting the movement of a criminal 
offender through the justice system concerns the release status of the 
individual between arrest and appearance for trial. Traditionally, 
there have been two major options availab'l.e: detention in jail, or 
release on bail bond. Periodically, if the judge or magistrate felt so
inclined, a defendant could be released on his or her own recognizance 
or to the custody of a third party. As the latter forms of release were 
used only sparingly and for the most part in cases where the defendant 
was obviously a good risk for appearance in court, it was most often the 
case that an individual could not gain release prior to trial unless he 
or she could make bail. As a result, a defendant with lesser means was 
much more likely to await trial in jail than was a more affluent pe~son .. 
It was this apparent inequity in the bail bond system that led to d~scuss,on 
and experimentation with various innovative alternatives for pre-trlal 
release. 

PRE-TRIAL RELEASE IN DES MOINES 

The first move in Iowa toward a more rational and equitable system of 
pre-trial release came in 1964 with the organ1zation of a pre-trial 
release on recognizance program ;n Des Moines. In late 1962, two 
editorials appearing in the Des Moines Reg1ster ~rit;cized the b~il bond 
system and described some results of the ploneerlng Manhattan Ball 
Project in New York City. This met~o~olitan projec! offered.relea~e on 
recognizance to defendants who quallfled on the basls of an lnterv~ew 
with project staff and screening with an objective point system WhlCh 
weighed the risk of non-appearance in court with various community 
stability criteria" 

In response to the Register editorials, the Hawley W~lfare Found~t;on 
initiated discussions with local officials ;n Des MOlnes concernlng the 
feasibility of such a program for the city .. As a,result, !he first pre
trial release project in Iowa became operatl0nal l~ Des MOlne~ on February 
4, 1964. During its first eleven months of operatl0n the ~roJect staff 
interviewed 877 individuals and obtained release on recognlzance f~r 692 
(71.7%). Of the 692 individuals so-released, just 12, or 1.9%, fal1ed 
to appear in court. 

During the period 1964-1969, the project interv1ewed ~ total of,6,787 
defendants and obtained release for 4,664 (68.7%), whl1e recordlng a 
failure to appear rate of just 1.8% for project releases. 

1 The Des Moines Pre-Trial Release Project: 1964-1969, Hawley Welfare 
Foundation and Polk County - City of Des Moines (1969). 
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In 1970, a pre-trial release with services program was initiated in Des 
Moines in an effort to obtain release for selected individuals who could 
not meet community stability criteria for release on recognizance, but 
who would likely appear for trial if offered supervision and supportive 
services. Thus Des Moines took the forefront in innovative pre-trial 
release programming in Iowa and across the nation with two alternative 
forms of release, both of which obtained favorable2e~a1uations from the 
National Council on Crime and Del inquency(NCCD). ' ,. , 

THE MOVE TO STATE-llJjDE PROGRAMMING 

With the availability of federal grant funding from the Law Enforcement 
ncc';s+"nco ndm';n;+r"+;I'\'" 'I cnll' " ... rl .. ,';th +ho. 5"l">n"".,+ I'\of' +ho Tn .. ,,,, Cono"."l ,,""wi V\AJ '-.,.l 11111''''' ~~'V" \'-I-r-U-'I, Uti", ". I. \I., ... ""t't'VI" VI "'11' __ .LV"'''''' "",-,,\""1""" 

Assembly through the Community Corrections Acts of 1973 and 1976, the 
State of Iowa experienced a rapid movement to a state-wide system of 
community-based corrections based on the Des Moines model. Judicial 
District Departments of Court (now Correctional) Services developed in 
each of the eight judicial districts of the state, encompassing pre-
trial release on recognizance, pre-trial release with services, probation~ 
residential corrections and pre-sentence investigation services. Pre
trial release in Iowa outside the Fifth Judicial District (Des Moines 
area) first began in Davenport and Cedar Rapids in 1972-1973 and by 1977 
had expanded to most urban areas of the state, including Waterloo, Ames, 
Fort Dodge, Marshalltown, Mason City, Sioux City, Council Bluffs, Iowa 
City, Clinton, Muscatine, Ottumwa, Burlington and several smaller cities. 

STATE-WIDE DATA COLLECTION 

In 1974, as mandated by law through foresight of the Iowa General Assembly, 
the Bureau of Correctional Evaluation was organized in the Iowa Department 
of Social Services to conduct an ongoing evaluation of community corrections 
programs in Iowa. A data collection system that grew from the work of 
NCeD was instituted early in 1974 and provided case data on all adults 
having contact with community corrections projects in the state. This 
data system was modified in 1977 and is currently administered by the 
OBSCIS (Offender-Based State Correctional Information System) Unit in the 
Division of Adult Corrections of Social Services. The data forms which 

1 Des Moines Model Neighborhood Corrections Project - Research Evaluation 
~eport Numbet 1, Research Center, National Council on Crime and Delinquency, 
February 3, 1971). 

2 Des Moines Community Corrections Project - Evaluation Report Number 
Two, Research Center, National Council on Crime and Delinquency, (February 
29, 1972). 

3 Pre-Trial .Release with Supportive Services for IIHigh-Riskll Defendants,. 
Research Center, National Council on Crime and Delinquency, (May, 1973). 

4 Community-Based Alternatives to Traditional Corrections - The 1973 
~aTuation of the Fifth Judiciar-District Department of Court ServTCes -
State of Iowa, Research Center, Nati ona 1 Counci 1 on Cnme and Del i nquency 
(February ~1974). 
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have provided information on persons interviewed for pre-trial release 
in Iowa since 1974 appear in Appendix II. 

PRE-TRIAL RELEASE SCREENING 

Since the advent of pre-trial release projects in Iowa, there have been 
four primary modes or conditions under which defendants await final 
adjudication and/Dr sentencing. They include: 

.RELEASE ON RECOGNIZANCE (variously denoted PTR, ROR or PTROR) 

.RELEASE WITH SERVICES (sometimes called release with supervision; 

. variously denoted PTS, RWS or PTRWS) 

.RELEASE WITH BAIL (traditional bail bond posted) 

.JAIL DETENTION 

Those defendants released on recognizance are offered no form of supervision 
or services by the project staff, with the possible exception of a 
reminder of upcoming court dates. Those released with services are 
actively supervised by staff counselors and generally receive one or 
more supportive servjces (vocational, employment, drug, alcohol, etc.). 

As stated above, all persons considered for pre-trial release without 
bail by project staff are interviewed and screened for release eligibility, 
usually with a point system based on community stability criteria. In 
some areas, the initial interview is restricted to the decision as to 
release on recognizance or not, with a possible follow-up interview to 
determine eligibility for release with services, while in other areas 
the initial screening is to assess eligibility for either form of release. 

Since the project staff have no statutory authority to release defendants, 
all release recommendations must be accepted by a judge or magistrate 
before release without bail can occur. As a result, the initial recommenda
tion of the staff may be accepted or rejected. There are a number of 
combinations of project recommendation and release action that yield 
various release conditions considered relevant to pre-trial release 
screening in a given jurisdicition. In the final analysis, however, 
there are just four modes of pre-trial status in the State of Iowa for 
persons interviewed by pre-trial release staff. 

STATISTICAL OVERVIEW 

The data system developed by the Bureau of Correctional Evaluation 
contains approximately 21,000 records of persons interviewed for pre
trial release in Iowa during the period 1974-1976. Due to incomplete 
reporting from certain projects, this data set reflects an incomplete 
(yet high percentage) sample of the total population of adults interviewed 
during the period. 

-31-



Of the 21,055 interviewees with records in the 1974-1976 data file, 
82.1% were released and the remaining 17.9% detained. The percentages 
categorized in each of the four pre-trial conditions are as follows: 

.RELEASE ON RECOGNIZANCE 

.RELEASE WITH SERVICES 

.RELEASE WITH BAIL 

.DETAINED IN JAIL 

51.5% 
20.5% 
10.1% 
17.9% 

Overall, 72.0% were released without bail (on recognizance or with 
services), indicating the high level of impact of the pre-trial release 
operations in the state. 

The revised data system of the Bureau of Correctional Evaluation contains 
records on 12,273 individuals interviewed for pre-trial release between 
April 1,1977 and September 30,1978. Movement summaries submitted by 
local offices indicate that there were 19,405 (initial) pre-trial 
release interviews in Iowa during that period. 

Of the 12,273 interviewees represented in the data file, 81.0% were 
released and the remaining 19.0% detained. The breakdown by pre-trial 
condition is as follows: 

.RELEASE ON RECOGNIZANCE 

.RELEASE WITH SERVICES 

.RELEASE ON BOND 

.DETAINED IN JAIL 

44.5% 
27.9% 
8.5% 

19.0% 

Overall, 72.5% wer~ released without bail (on recognizance or with 
services), indicating no change from the period 1974-1976. The higher 
percentage released with services and the lower percentage released on 
recognizance during 1977-1978 derives from the more recent development 
of pre-trial release projects in some of the predominately rural judicial 
districts, where judges are more apt to require some form of supervision 
as a condition of release. 

Statistical analysis reveals that the primary factors affecting the 
decision to release a defendant on recognizance or with services are: 
1) the number of pre-trial release intervic~ points earned by the defendant 
(0-15 scale on community stability criter·;a), and 2) the seriousness of 
the charge or charges against the defenda~t at arrest. Table 12 is a 
summa ry of pre-tri a 1 release screeni ng foy' the Apri 1, 1977 through 
September, 1978 period discussed above, with screening statistics presented 
for individual categories of the arresting offense and with corrections 
made for incomplete reporting. Offense categories are UCR categories as 
defined in Appendix I. 

More in-depth analyses of pre-trial release screening practices in Iowa 
will be presented in another volume of this report. 
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OFFE.'lSE 
CATEGORY INTERVIENS 

~lURDER/MANSLAUGHTER 50 

FORCIBLE RAPE 169 

ROBBERY 332 

SEX OFFENSE AGAINST JUV. 64 

BURGLARY 1171 

~~OR VEHICLE THEFT 383 

FORGERY 461 

ARSON 56 

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 476 

Ca-MERCIAL VICE 73 

BAD CHECKS/FRAUD 433 

ILLEGAL WEAPONS 422 

LARCENY 1100 

STOLEN PROPERTY 609 

CONTROLLED SUBSTA;'lCES 1609 

OTHER ASSAULTS 157 

VNIDALIS>I 398 

f1.IBEZZLEMENf 95 

DRIVING UNDER INFLUENCE 8247 

'r3ble ro! 

PRE-TRIAL RELEASE SCREE.'.;r~'G IN IOWA 
April, 1977 Through September, 1978 

BY OFFb~SE Ci\TEGORY 

RELEASED 
ON IHTH NlTHOlIT WITH TOTAL 

RECOGJU:ANCE SERVICES BAIL BAIL RELEASED DETAINED 

9.3~ ')1.9~ 51.2~ 9.3~ uO.5~ 3!).S~ 

11.7% 36.9% 48.ft 10.8% 59.5\ 40.5% 

12.4% 29.4% 41.7% a.3\ 50.0% 50.0~ 

16.7% 40.5% 57.2% 9.5% 66.7% 33.3% 

:.7.8% 37.4% 55.2~ 11.2% 66.4~ 33.6\ 

19.1% 33.9% 52.9% 12.4% 65.3% 34.7% 

19.5% 38.1% 57.7% 7.9% 6~.6% 34.4~ 

21.6% 32.4% 54.1% 5.~% 59.5\ 40.5% 

22.4% 36.9% 59.3% 7.4% 66.7% 33.3% 

22.9% 20.8% 43.8% 12.5% 56.2% 43.8% 

28.1% 35.5% 63.6% 10.2% 73.8% 26.2~ 

31.0% 28.9% 59.9% 13.0% 72.9% 27.1% 

32.0% 34.7% 66.7% 6.3% 73.0% 27.0% 

33.3% 32.1% 65.4% 12.0% 77.4% 22.6% 

34.8% 33.3% 68.1% 11.7% 79.8% 20.2% 

36.9% 32.0% 68.9% 14.6% 83.5% 16.5% 

41.0% 34.1% 75.1% 7.7% 82.8% 

48.4% 33.9% 82.3% 4.8% 87.1% 12.9% 

62.6% 21.3% 83.9% 6.6% 90.5% 9.5% 
-.-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~-----------~--
CRIMES AGAINST PERSONS 1300 19.3% 34.7% 54.0% 9.2% 63.2% 36.8% 

ClIDIES AGAINST PROPERTY 4900 27.0% 35.3% 62.3% 9.3% 71.6% 28.4% 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 1609 34.S% 33.3~ 68.1% 11.7% 79.8% 20.2% 

DRIVING UNDER INFLUENCE 8247 62.6% 83.9% 6.6% 90.5% 9.5% 

-------------------_._------.>.: ....... ' ------
ALL CRL\!£> 19,-105 44.6% 27.9% 72.5% 8.5% 81. 0% 19.0t 
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CHAPTER IV 

COURT DELAY 

One of the standard measures of criminal justice processing in the . 
nation ;s the speed with which cases are disposed of through the prosecutlon 
and court segments of the system. Typi~all~, the ~ime from arre~t to 
final court adjudication and/or sentenclng lS studled to ascertaln the 
degree of efficiency in moving cases through the courts. 

Although Iowa has not as yet had the advantage of a prosecutor/cour~s 
information system such as PROMIS (Prosecutor's Management Inform~tl?n 
System) or SJIS (State Judicial Information System), or of a statlstlcal 
tracking system such as OBTS (Offender-Based Transaction ~ta~isti~s), 
nonetheless some data are available to allow a degree of lnslght lnto 
offender processing in the pre-adjudicatory stage of criminal justice in 
the state. 

DATA SOURCE 

As stated in the last chapter, the former Bureau of Correctional Evaluation 
of the Iowa Department of Soci~l Services ~aintained ~ data syste~ on 
persons interviewed for pre-trlal release 1n Iowa durlng 1974-1970 (see 
Appendix II for dat~ forms). In addition t? ~rovid~ng data on the pre
trial release decisl0n, and on personal, crlmlnal hlstory, current 
arrest and offense-related characteristics of defendants, the data 
system provided disposition information specifying dates of final court 
adjudication and sentencing, amount of fine and/or the final s~ntence 
imposed, and other detailed information on post-arrest processlng. 

From the raw data provided in the system, i~ w~s P?ssible to com~ute 
both the time from arrest to final court adJud1catlon, and the tlme from 
final court adjudication to sentencing for individual cases. Final 
couriiadjudication refers to the date of final judgment in the case, 
except in the instance of a defer~ed sentence, where the fin~l judgment 
occurred after a period of probatlon. In the latter case, flnal court 
adjudication refers to the date at which the deferred sentence was 
granted. 

The 1974-1976 BCE data system provides data on 9,418 defendants who were 
interviewed for pre-trial release during 1974-1976 and who subsequently 
reached the stage of final court adjudication during that same period. 
As pre-trial release projects were concentrated primarily in the larger 
cities of the state during that time span, it is not necessarily the 
case that the 9,418 cases reflect a representative sample of court cases 
adjudicated during the period. Rather the data set likely represents a 
norm for court processing in Polk and Linn counties, and to a lesser 
extent Scott, Black Hawk, and Woodbury counties. 
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STATISTICAL OVERVIEW 

Table 13 is a statistical summary of the time from arrest to final court 
adjudication for the 9,418 cases discussed above. The table indicates 
the percent of cases adjudicated within each two-week period up to 
twelve weeks and percent of cases adjudicated after twelve Weeks. In 
addition, the median (50th percentile), mean (arithmetic average), and 
standard deviation (measure of spread or dispersion) for the number of 
weeks from arrest to final court adjudication are presented. All statistics 
are given by the offense category reflecting the most serious charge at 
arrest. Again, offense categories are according to UCR definitions. In 
addition, statistics are presented for the Iowa Code categories felony, 
indictable misdemeanor, and simple misdemeanor. Offenses falling in the 
categories II crimes against persons ll and II crimes against propertyll are 
itemized in Appendix I. 

Table 14 is a statistical summary of the time from final court adjudi
cation to sentencing for those 1,336 cases among the 9,418 that involved 
separate dates of sentencing, most of which were felony cases. 

It should be emphasized that the data presented in this chapter are not 
intended to give definitive answers concerning the measures addressed. 
It is presented solely to give a IIball parkll indication of time periods 
that criminal defendants must spend awaiting final disposition in court. 
It is likely that more accurate, meaningful and up-to-date statistics 
can be offered when the OBTS program now in the planning stages in SAC 
becomes operational in selected jursidictions. 
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fable 13 

TIME FitCH AAAE5T 
TO FINAL COORT AllJllDrC\TION 

1974-19;0 
BY OFFENSE CATEGORY 

OFF£\sE TarA!. WEEKS TO FINAL COURT ADJUDICATIO:-l STD 
CATEGORY CASES 0-2 ~-~ J-o 0-6 6-10 10-12 12+ MEDIAN /olEAN DEY ------------------- ~----------------------.---------------------------------
MJRDER/I-WiSLAUGfITER 

CWROLLED SUBSTA. .... CE$ 

ROl3BERY 

STOLEN PROPERTY 

FORCIBLE RAPe 
FORGERY 

IlURGLARY 

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 

DRIVING UNDER INFLUENCE 

~mOR VEHICLE TIIEFT 

ILLEGAL \'/EJ\PONS 

BAD CHECKS/FlWJD 

EMBEZZLa.e.'T 

LARCENY 

VANDALISM 

CONTROLLED SUBSTA.'lCES 

CRIMES AGAINST PERSONS 

DRIVING UNDER INFLUENCE 

CRI::'IES AGAINST PROPERTY 

ALL FELONIES 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 

DRIVING UNDER INFLtIDlCE 

CRUoIES AGAINST PROPERTY 

ALL I:-IDICfABLE MISDEMEANORS 

CRUoIES AGAINST PERSONS 

CRUoIES AGAINst PROPERTY 

DRUNKENNESS 

ALL SL\IPLE ~IISDe.!FA\'ORS 

ALL CRUoIES 

18 O.O~ 5.6% 5.6% 5.6% 0.0% 11.1% 72.2% 

266 3.8% 4.1% 7.5% 13.S~ 9.8% 12.8% 48.5~ 

211 4.7% 7.1\ 8.5% 10.0t 14.7% 11.8~ 43.1% 

239 8.4% 9.6\ 7.9% 8.3% 18.0% 8.8% 38.9% 

69 13.0% 11.5% 11.6% 7.2% 13.0% 14.4% 29.0% 

219 4.6% 6.0% 13.3% 13.6% 20.1% 13.2\ 29.2% 

S41 5.8* 7.6% 12.2% 14.4% 16.6% 

312 9.0% 11.2% 15.1% . 9.9% 11.2~ 

9.8% 33.6% 

9.9% 33.n 

220 9.5% 11.8% 13.2~ 13.2% 15.9% 11.8% 24.5% 

158 14.6% 9.5% 13.3% 1Z.7% 12.1% 11.4% 26.6% 

216 14.3% 12.5% 15.3% 11.1% 14.8% 6.4% 25.5t 

209 19.6% 14.3% 11.0% 11.5~ 9.6% 8.1% 25.8% 

61 13.1% 6.6% 24.6% 11.5% 13.1~ 4.9% 26.2% 

666 20.7% 12.2% 15.5% 12.8* 9.6% 6.5% 22.8% 

212 11.8% 22.6% 22.7% 9.5% 9.0% 6.6% 17.9% 

266 3.8% 4.1% 7.5% 13.5% 9.8% 12.8% 48.5% 

707 7.7% 9.5% 12.1% 9.5% 12.2% 11.3% 37.8% 

220 9.5% 11.8% 13.2% 13.2% 15.9% 11.8% 24.5% 

2400 12.7% 11.1\ 14.0% 12.3% 13.4\ 8.6% 28.0% 

3902 11.1% 10.5% 13.3% 11.7% 13.2~ 9.3% 30.9% 

786 12.6% 9.9% 12.1% 13.1% 11.1% 7.8% 33.5% 

1153 4.3% 12.5% 16.1% 14.5% 13.9% 13.3% 25.5% 

144 26.4% 18.1% 11.8% 7.7% 8.4% 4.9% 22.9% 

2448 11.6% 12.3% 15.Ii 12.4% 11.9% 9,9% 26.9% 

457 33.5% 15.3% 26.7% 10.7% 4.4\ 3.7% 5.7~ 

965 63.8% 12.5% 11.8% 6.S~ 1.2% 1.3% 2.6% 

286 75.8% 12.2% 4.9% 2.4% 1.0% 1.0% 2.4% 

3068 50.9% 15.9% 16.0% 7.3% 3.1~ 1.n 4.9% 

9418 24.2% 12.;% 14.6% 10.4% 9.6% 7.0% 21.4% 
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OFFENSE 
CATEGORY 

lURDER/MANSLAUGHfER 

FORCIBLE RAPE 

ROBBERY 

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 

~IOTOR VEHICLE WEFT 

BURGLARY 

FORGERY 

LARCE.W 

ILLEGAL WEAPONS 

BAD CHECKS/FRAUD 

STOLEN PROPERTY 

VANDALI&\\ 

EMBEZZLEMENT 

DRIV1~G UNDER INFLUENCE 

TOTAL 
CASES 

10 

14 

72 

56 

90 

57 

214 

113 

153 

61 

59 

58 

14 

22 

56 

Tuble 14 

nNE (,ReN I'D~\L ~OURT ,\DJUDICATlOX 
TO ';E ..... r~lCl~G 

l!l74-1~7h 
u)'" C)I'Fn.~~m 1:\rEGORY 

\~KS I:R<J.\ FINAL L"OURT ADJUDICATION TO SE:'ITE.~CING 
0-2 2-4 4-0 o-s S-10 10-12 12+ 

0.0% 0.0% 20.0% 40.0% O.O~ 10.0\ 30.0% 

0.0% 0.0% 28.51 14.2\ 7.1% 7.11 42.9% 

2.8% 23.6% 34.7% 11.1% 4.2~ 4.2% 19.4% 

7.2% 12.5% 42.9% 10.7% 5.4% 5.4% 16.1% 

10.0% 22.2% 32.2~ 7.8% 2.2% 

7.1~ 17.6% 35.1% 8.8% 1.8% 

5.6% 13.0% 49.5~ 7.9% 3.8% 

3.5% 13.2t 44.3% 14.2% 3.6% 

13.7% 13.7% 35.9% 6.51 5.3% 

6.5% 8.2% 42.6% 9.8% 3.3t 

5.1% 15.3% 35.6% 6.8~ 5.1~ 

10.4% 22.4% 29.3% 5.7% 3.4% 

21.4% 14.21 7.1% 21.4\ 7.1% 

0.0% 4.5~ 77.2% 0.01 0.0% 

12.5% 9.0% 23.2% 7.1~ 7.1% 

3.3% 22.2% 

3.5\ 26.3% 

1.4% 18.7% 

1.8% 19.5~ 

2.0% 22.9% 

3.3% 26.2~ 

0.0% 32.2% 

1.7% 27.6% 

7.1% 21.4% 

0.0% 18.2% 

3.6% 37.5% 

5.8 

10.0 

5.0 

5.0 

5.1 

4.9 

5.0 

5.2 

5.2 

5.<1 

5.6 

4.8 

6.5 

4.8 

tLB 

21.l 

28.0 

13.3 

14.4 

12.1 

13.6 

12.3 

11.9 

16.0 

15.7 

15.0 

15.5 

17.0 

13.7 

23.0 

~itl 
DEY 

25.4 

35.S 

20.2 

25.3 

18.5 

18.8 

18.1 

16.0 

23.4 

20.7 

17.4 

21.5 

27.0 

;:1.0 

30.0 

-----------------------------------------------------------

CRDIES AGAINST PERSONS 

CRDIES AGAINST PROPERTY 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 

DRIVING ll;'DER INFLUENCE 

ALL FELONIES 

CONTROLLED SUBSTA.'lCES 

DRIVING UNDER INFLUENCE 

CRIMES AGAINST PROPERTY 

153 

697 

90 

56 

1099 

60 

130 

10 

ALL INDICfABLE mSDEMEANORS 217 

ALL CRDIES 1336 

3.9% 15.7% 35.9% 13.1% 4.6% 

7.6% 14.6% 41.3% 8.3t 3.9% 

10.0% 22.2% 32.2% 7.8% 2.2% 

12.5% 9.0% 23.2% 7.1% 7.1% 

7.6% 14.9% 39.2% 8.7% 3.8% 

21.7% 16.7% 15.0% 3.3% 6.7% 

14.6% 16.1% 13.1% 5.3% 7.7% 

30.0% 30.0% 0.0% 10.0% 0.0% 

18.4% 18.0% 12.5% 4.6% 6.5% 

10.0% 15.3\ 34.3% 8.0% 4.3% 
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5.2% 21.6% 

1.i% 22.5% 

3.3% 22.2% 

3.6% 37.5% 

2.5% 23.·a 

0.0% 36.7% 

0.8% 42.3% 

0.0% 3(1.0% 

0.5% 39.6% 

2.g 26.0% 

5.5 

5.1 

5.1 

6.8 

5.1 

5.'7 

8.2 

3.5 

6.4 

5.2 

15.6 

J.3.8 

12.1 

23.0 

14.3 

20.3 

17.1 

12.1 

17.4 

14.8 

24.2 

19.6 

18.5 

30.0 

20.8 

27.6 

23.3 

16.5 

24.2 

21.4 
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CHAPTER V 

FAILURE TO APPEAR IN COURT 

As stated in Chapter III; when an adult is arrested and charged with a 
criminal offense in the state of Iowa, there are four primary conditions 
under which he or she may await final disposition in court, including 
re1ease on recognizance, release with services, release on bail, or 
detention in jail. Historicaliy, and according to statutorial mandate, 
the traditional alternatives of bail release and jail detention have 
been uti1ized as a means of assuring defendants' appearance in court. 
With the advent of pre-trial release projects and the appearance of 
r'elease without bail as the standard form of pre-trial release, there 
naturally arises the question of the impact of such alternatives on 
appearance rates. 

Have pre·trial release projects encouraged non-appearance in court, and 
are, in 'fact, failure-to-appear rates too high when matched against the 
known advantages of the newer alternatives? While no definitive answers 
can yet be offered on the question of impact, sufficient data are available 
to assess the basic magnitude of the problem of failure to appear in the 
state and to' relate the problem to current pre-trial release practices 
in Iowa. 

RATES OF FAILURE TO APPEAR 

Within the Bureau of Correctional Evaluation pre-trial data base for 
1974-1976) there ay·e 12,039 records of persons interviewed for release 
on recognizance and subsequently adjudicated in court during that period 
for whom information on possible failure-to-appear in court is available. 

Of the total of 12,039 defendants, 3.1% failed to appear for one or more 
court dates. The rate of failure to appear (FTA) is seen to vary substantially 
according to the se\"iousne:.;s of the most serious charge at arrest and 
according to the means of pre-trial release, as can be seen from Table 
15. In particular, those released on recognizance and/or those charged 
with indictable misdemeanors record lower rates of FTA~ whi1e those 
released on bail (especially those charged with simple misdemeanors) 
have higher rates of FTA. 

The fact that those released on recognizance have the lowest rates of 
FTA is not inconsistent with the role of pre-trial release staff in 
assessing risk of failure to appear. That FTA rates for those released 
with services are intermediate to rates for those released on recognizance 
and those released with bail is consistent with the secondary or follow
up nature of screening for RWS, i.e.~ the best of the ROR rejects are 
accepted for RWS. 
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Table 15 

FAILURE TO APPFAR IN COURT 
PERSONS INTERVIEWED FOR PRE-TRIAL RELEASE 

1974-1976 

RELEASE 
ARRESTING ON WITH WITHOUT WITH ANY ALL 
OFFENSE RECOGNIZANCE SERVICES BAIL BAIL RELEASE CASES 

FELONY 1691 1741 3432 547 3979 5120 

2.2% 3.7% 3.0% 8.0% 3.7% 3.3% 

INDICTABLE MISDEMEANOR 1895 703 2598 296 2894 3345 

I 1.6% 3.7% 2.2% 5.1% 2.5% 2.4% 
tJ-I 
l.O 
I 

STIMPLE MISBEMEANOR 2345 111 2456 405 2861 3552 

2.0% 1.8% 2.0% 16.8% 4.1% 3.7% 
,-

ALL OFFENSES 5937 2565 8502 1248 9750 12,039 

2.0% 3.6% 2.5% 10.2% 3.5% 3.1% 



THE ROLE OF RISK ASSESSMENT 

It ;s important to remember the effect of screening for ris,K on the FrA 
rate for those released on bai1. The fact of higher FTA rates for those 
re1eased on bail does not mean either that bail is ineffective as a. 
means of pre-trial release, or that the other forms are more effectlve. 
It more than likely reflects no more than the fact that those released 
on bail are a "high risk" group so identified by the process of pre
trial release screening. If any conclusion concerning effectiveness 
were in order based on the data presented here, it would probably be 
that the current process of pre-trial release screeninQ is effe9tive in 
selecting a suitab1e group of defendants for release Wltnout ball. 
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CHAPTER VI 

NEW. CHARGES AGAINST PRE-TRIAL RELEASEES 

In light of the fact that such a high percentage of adults are released 
from jail while awaiting court action (see Chapter IV), there is a 
natural concern about the possibility that community safety may be 
sacrificed in the process. Above and beyond considerations of appearance 
in court, are pre-trial releasees in Iowa causing any particular danger 
to the community, and/or are new contacts with the criminal justice 
system during pre-trial release frequent enough to raise a question as 
to the efficacy of current release practices? Although preventive 
detention is usually cast as questionable on grounds of constitutionality, 
nonetheless, it is often deemed just on grounds that the release of 
certain individuals may not be in the best interests of community safety. 
In any case, it is of interest to find the basic parameters of the 
problem, so that the issue may be addressed from a firm foundation in 
fact. 

THE POLK-LINN STUDY 

In June of 1977 the Bureau of Correctional Evaluation released a report 
on pre-trial relea~e in Polk and Linn Counties in Iowa.' The study, 
which concerned felony defendants interviewed by project staff in the 
two counties during 1974 and 1975, entailed a special data collection 
effort external to the pre-trial data system maintained by the Bureau. 
Data on new charges against pre-trial releases were gathered from rap 
sheets provided by the Iowa Bureau of Criminal Investigation and from 
district court dockets in the two counties~ and were added to the existing 
BCE data base. 

The report was concerned primarily with pre-trial failure as measured by 
failures to appear and new charges against defendants; Rates of failure 
were presented for each pre-trial condition in each of the two counties, 
as were analyses of defendant characteristics associated with failure. 
The results of the study were in basic agreement with findi2gs of a 
previous Bureau study concerning probationers and parolees. 

lJames Boudouris, Teresa Lacsina, Richard Thomasgard, Pre-Trial Decision-Makin~ 
in Iowa: Polk and Linn Counties, Iowa Department of Social Services, Bureau of 
Correctional Evaluation (June, 1977). 

2Daryl Fischer, Teresa Lacsina, Corrections in Iowa: A System of Growth 
and Change, Iowa Department of Social Services, Bureau of Correctional 
Evaluation (October, 1976). 
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~EW CHARGE RATES 

From the data base utilized for the Polk-Linn study, we find that of 
1411 felony defendants released prior to trial (with or without bail) in 
Polk and Linn Counties during 1974-1975, a total of 8.8% were charged 
with new criminal offehses during the release period. In consideration 
of the seriousness of the new charge, 6.7% were charged with new felony 
offenses, while an additional 2.1% were charged with nothing.more 
serious than misdemeanors (simple or indictable). Table 16,lS a summary 
of ne\'J charge rates according to the type of .offense for Wh1Ch the. 
defendant was or;9;~a11Y ~harged. The ?rder1ng 9f offense categor1es by 
new charge rate is 1n bas1c agreement w1th order1ng by new charge rate 
for probationers and parolees as reflected in later chapters. 
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Table 16 

NEW CHARGES AGAINST FELONY OFFENDERS RELEASED PRIOR TO TRIAL 
POLK AND LINN COUNTIES 

1974-1975 
BY OFFENSE CATEGORY 

OFFENSE TOTAL NEW CHARGE 
CATEGORY CASES MIsD. ONLY FELONY 

MOTOR VEHICLE TrlliFT 58 5.29,; 8.690 

FORGERY/BAD CHECKS/FRAUD 102 2.9% 10.8% 

ROBBERY 81 2.5% 11.1% 

BURGLARY 212 1.4% 9.9% 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 131 4.6% 5.3% 

LARCENY/STOLEN PROPERTY 296 2.0% 6.4% 

ARSON/VANDl'LISM 104 0.0% 6.7% 

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 151 1.3% 4.0% 

ILLEGAL WEAPONS 126 1.6% 3.2% 

DRIVING UNDER INFLUENCE 30 3.3% 0.0% 

TO'l'AL 

13.8% 

13.7% 

13.6% 

11.3% 

9.9% 

8.4% 

6.7% 

5.3% 

4.8% 

3.3% 

--------------------------------------------

CRIMES AGAINST PROPERfY 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 

CRIMES AGAINST PERSONS 

DRIVING UNDER INFLUENCE 

ALL CROOS 

799 

131 

283 

30 

1411 
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1.9% 8.1% 10.0% 

4.6% 5.3% 9.9% 

1.8% 6.7% 8,5% 

3.3% 0.0% 3.3% 

2.1% 6.7% 8.8% 
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CHAPTER VII 

COURT DISPOSITIONS 

One of the major challenges facing the Iowa Statistical Analysis Center 
during its first year of operation has been the task of generating some 
useful and accurate statistical information on court activity. Whereas 
the UCR system can give a good indication of reported crime, arrests, 
and police activity, and whereas the BCE and Adult Corrections data 
bases have adequately covered the corrections segment of criminal justice, 
little usable information has been available on court processing. In 
fact, as stated in Chapter IV, there is no prosecutor/courts information 
system in the state at the present time that can provide case records on 
defendants moving through the courts. Although some historical data 
from the BCE pre-trial data base are available, it is vastly incomplete 
and are not representative of court actions across the state as a whole. 

With this set of circumstances, it would. seem to be a near impossible 
task to provide meaningful statistics on court dispositions. Considering 
the limitations of current data sources, the Iowa SAC is pleased to 
reveal the results of a court disposition study undertaken in recent 
months. While the data are far from comprehensive, and leave many 
questions unanswered, the staff is of the opinion that the information 
on court dispositions presented in this report reflects many of the most 
notable features of court activity in Iowa in recent years, and indeed 
provides some answers to key questions concerning the role of the courts 
in the criminal justice system of Iowa. 

THE ADVISORY COMMISSION DATA 

In response to a continued increase in the prison population, the Iowa 
General Assembly ~nacted legislation in 1976 calling for the formation 
of a group of private citizens called the Advisory Commission on Correc
tions Relief (ACCR). The Commission was formed to study the corrections 
system and make recommendations to the Governor and the General Assembly 
on the best course for the future of corrections in the state. Their 
report' was enthusiastically received by the Legislature and has had a 
major impact on correctional legislation since its release. 

In conjunction with its study of adult corrections, the Commission chose 
to collect a large volume of data on criminal offenders, including data 
on prisoners from the files of the Iowa Board of Parole, data on clients 
of community-based programs (including probationers) from the Bureau of 
Correctional Evaluation files, and data on district court dispositions 
from reports submitted by county clerks of court. The (case) data on 
prisoners and community-based offenders was used by the Commission to 

lAdult Corrections in Iowa, Report to the 67th General Assembly of Iowa, 
Advisory Commissionon Corrections Relief (March, 1977). 

( \ 
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study past sentencing practices in the state and led to their recommenda
tion that 15-20% of prisoners be released to community-based programs. 
The data on district court dispositions was presented in summary form in 
the final report and in much more detail in a data book that preceded 
the report. 

The data on district court dispositions (apparently) covered all disposi
tions in the district courts of Iowa during the period 1971-1976. 
Tables 17, 18 and 19 are summaries of a much larger volume of information 
appearing in the data book. These tables were obtained after much 
statistical manipulation and computation from the raw numerical counts 
presented by the Commission. 

The three tables reflect dispositions of individual charges rather than 
of offenders charged, which, as will be seen later in the chapter, makes 
a considerable difference in disposition statistics. 

Table 17 is a statistical summary of dispositions of all charges, regard
less of seriousness, including both indictable misdemeanor and felony, 
charges. Simple misdemeanor charges, which are handled through lower 
courts, are not reflected in these statistics. In addition, some indict
able misdemeanor charges handled through lower courts are omitted, since 
they are not reported by the clerks of court. 

It will be noted that dispositions in the tables include deferred judg
ments, which are commonly (but inaccurately) referred to as deferred 
sentences. In these instances, an offender is granted probation with 
the stipulation that charges be dismissed and records of conviction 
expunged if the offender successfully completes probation. The disposi
tions in these tables are thus incomplete (or at least not final) in the 
sense that final dispositions in deferred judgment cases are not included. 
This particular aspect of district court dispositions will be addressed 
later in the chapter. 

Probation as given in the three tables includes all forms of probation, 
including deferred judgments, suspended,jail or prison sentences, and 
probations in which a sentence was not specified. 

Note: Two sets of disposition percentages are given in each of Tables 
~8 and 19. The first set, which indicates the percentage of total 
dispositions falling in a particular category, appear directly to the 
right of individual counts and add to 100%. The latter set, wh1ch refer 
to the percentage of total convictions and deferred judgments that led 
to a particular penalty, are recessed below the line and again add to 
100%. The percentages appearing on the bottom line of each table express 
the percentage change in the tabular quantities from the period 1971-
1~73 to 1974-1976. Thus, from Table 17, the percent of dispositions 
c;'ategorized DISMISSED/ACQUITTED increased by 6.4% from 1971-1973 to 
1974-1976. 
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Table 17 

IOWA DISTRICT COURT DISPOSITIONS 
1971-1976 

ALL CHARGES 

CALENDAR TOTAL CONVICTED/ PENALTY 
YEAR DISPOSITIONS DISMISSED/ACQUITTED JUDGMENT DEFERRED FINE PROBATION JAIL/PRISON 

1971 7956 2746 34.5% 5210 65.5% 2834 35.6% 943 11.9% 1433 18.0% 
54.4% 18.1% 27.5% 

1972 8725 3006 34.5% 5719 65.5% 2860 32.8% 1481 17.0% 1378 15.8% 
50.0% 25.9% 24.1% 

1973 8763 3324 37.9% 5439 62.1% 2525 28.8% 1583 18.1% 1333 15.2% 
46.4% 29.1% 24.5% 

.t,. 1974 12,017 4515 37.6% 7502 62.4% 3158 26.3% 2806 23.4% 1538 12.8% 

......:J 42.1% 37.4% 20.5% I 

1975 13,283 4880 36.7% 8403 63.3% 3538 26.6% 3193 24.0% 1672 12.6% 
42.1% 38.0% 19.9% 

1976 16,816 6606 39.3% 10,210 60.7% 4482 26.7% 3951 23.5% 1777 10.6% 
43.9% 38.7% 17.4% 

1971-1976 67,560 25,077 37.1% 42,483 62,9% 19,396 28.7% 13,957 20.7% 9131 13.5% 
45.7% 32.9% 21.5% 

1971-1973 25,444 9076 35.7% 16,368 64.3% 8218 32.3% 4007 15.7% 4144 16.3% 
50.2% 24.5% 25.3% 

1974-1976 42,116 16,001 38.0% 26,115 62.0% 11,178 26.5% 9950 23.6% 4987 11.8% 
42.8% 38 .1~6 19.1% 

%CHANGE FROM 1971-
1973 to 1974-1976 +65.5% +76.3% +6.4% +59.5% -3.6% +36,0% -17.8% +148.3% +50.3% +20.3% -27.6% 

-14.7% +55.5% -24.5% 



_ ______ _ t ___ .. ____ ' __ _ 
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IOWA DISTR.ICT COURT DISPOSITIONS 
1971-1976 

MISDEMEANOR CHARGES 

CALENDAR TOTAL CONVICTED/ PENALTY 
YF..AR DISPOSITIONS DISMISSED/ACQUITTED JUDGMENT DEFERRED FINE7PROBATION JAIL 

1971 4266 1150 27.0% 3116 73.0% 2813 65.9% 303 7.1% 
90.3% 9.7% 

1972 4641 1388 29.9% 3253 70.1% 2978 64.2% 275 5.9% 
91.5% 8.5% 

1973 4480 1588 35.4·% 2892 64.6% 2700 60.3% 192 4.3% 
93.4% 6.6% 

1974 5825 1947 33.4% 3878 66.6% 3557 61.1% 321 5.5% 
91. 7% 8.3% 

I 
.j:>. 

1975 7701 2473 32.1% 5228 67.9% 4818 62.6% 410 5.3% 1.0 
I 

92.2% 7.8% 

1976 8929 2985 33.4% 5944 66.6% 5577 62.5% 367 4.1% 
93.8% 6.2% 

1971-1976 35,842 11,531 32.2% 24,311 67.8% 22,443 62.6% 1868 5.2% 
92.3% 7.7% 

1971-1973 13,387 4126 30.8% 9261 69.2% 8491 63.4% 770 5.8% 
91. 7% 8.3% 

1974-1976 22,455 7405 33.0% 15,050 67.0% 13,952 62.1% 1098 4,9% 
92.7% 7.3% 

%CHANGE FRCM 1971-1.973 to +67.7% +79.5% +7.1% +62.5% -3.2% +64.3% -2.1% +42.6%· -I5.5% 
1974-1976 +1.1% -12.0% 

" Ii 



DISPOSITION DATA FROt4 PAROLE BOARD REPORTS _1 , \----.; r.-

Although the Advisory COJl11lission i s disposition data were collected on a 
ol1e-time basis only, there is anoth~r continuing source of information 
on district court dispositions that can give a long-term historical 
perspective on court activity in Iowa. 

As stated in the last section, the clerks of court of each of the 99 
counties in rowa complete reports on district court dispositions each 
year. These reports, which were compiled by the Advisory Commission for 
the years 197'l-1976, a~erout;nely submitted to the Iowa Department of 
Social Services for inclusion in the Biennial Reports of the Iowa Board 
of Parole. The reports give the raw number of court dispo~;t;ons for 
each county and each fiscal year that fall into each of the fo11owing 
catego;"i es! 

~~ 
3) 
4) 

5) 

~~ 

SENTENCED TO PRISON 
PRISON SENTENCE SUSPENDED (included in 1) 
GRANTED DEFERRED SENTENCE (JUDGMENT) 
FINED OR SENTENCED TO JAIL -
(including suspended jail sentences) 
SENT TO MENTAL HEALTH INSTITUTE (M.H.!.) 
ACQUITTAL 
DISMISSAL 

Again, dS with the Advisory Commission data, dispositions are of indivi
dual charges rather than of individual offenders charged. 

So as to allow a long-term time series analysis of district court dispos
itions in Iowa, information from the Biennial Reports dating back to FY 
1~58 was gathered and statistical summaries with percentage breakdowns 
w,~re completed for each fiscal year during the period FY 1958 - FY 1976. 
Disposition information for the biennium FY 1977 - FY 1978 is not yet 
available and hence is not included. 

Table 20 gives total dispositions for each fiscal year and a percentage 
breakdown of dispositions among six of the seven categories listed 
above. Data on persons sent to M.H.I.'s are not included in the table 
due to the extremely small number of cases. 

Figure 5 is a visual display of the times-series variation in the percent
age breakdown of dispositions over the 19-year period. The areas between 
lines on the chart correspond to the percentages of dispositions falling 
in individual categories. Thus, we see a steady increase over the 19-
year period in the percent of charges dismissed, and a steady decrease 
in the percent of dispositions leading to prison commitments and to jail 
sentences or fines. 
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FISCAL TarAL 
YEAR DISPOSITIONS DIs>IISSED 

1958 5510 837 15.2% 

1959 5513 875 15.9% 

1960 5823 884 15.,2% 

1961 7115 1239 17.4% 

1962 6168 1152 18.7% 

1963 6318 1032 16.3% 

1964 6256 1047 16.7% 

1955 6075 1257 20.1% 

1966 6524 1254 19.2% 

1957 5515 1332 24.2% 

1968 5772 1388 24.0% 

1959 5379 1638 25.7% 

1970 6944 1814 26.1% 

,1971 8101 2542 31.4% 

1972 8991 2980 33.1% 

1973 8785 3093 35.Z~ 

1974 11,982 4195 35.0% 

1975 12,539 4251 33.9% 

1976 14,856 5496 37.0% 

1958-1976 145,266 38,308 26.4% 

1960-1969· 62,045 12,23319.7% 

1970-1976 72,198 24,372 33.8% 

Table 20 

IOI'IA DIstRIcr COlJRT DISPOSITIONS 
FY1958 • FY1976 

ALL CliARGES 

JtlDQ.!ENT JAIL SENTENCE! 
ACQUlTIED DEFEAAED OR FINE 

119 2.2% 0 o.ot 3377 61.3t 

·98 1.8% 0 0.0% 3394 51.6\ 

76 1.3% 0 0.0% 3816 65.5t 

119 1.7% 0 0.0% 4327 60.8% 

133 2.2% 0 0.0% 3551 57.6% 

90 1.4% 0 0.0% 3821 50.5% 

154 2.5% 0 0.0% 3672 58.7% 

123 2.0% 0 0.0% 3328 53.2% 

181 2.8% 0 0.0% 3934 60.3% 

147 2.7% 0 0.0% 2815 51.0% 

171 3.0% 0 0.0% Z947 51.1% 

195 3.1% 0 0.0% 3230 50.6% 

16Z 2.3% 0 0.0% 3868 55.7% 

188 2.3% 187 2.3% 382747.Z% 

184 Z.O% 341 3.8% 4081 45.4% 

Z33 2.7% 142 1.5% 374542.6% 

256 2.2% 675 5.6% 4946 41.3% 

179 1.4% 1151 9.2% 5143 41.0% 

250 1.7% 1133 7.5% 596540.2% 

3058 2.1% . 3629 2.5% 73,787 50.8% 

1389 2.2% 0 O.ot 35,441 S7.1% 

1462 2.0% 3629 5.0% 31,575 43.7% 

1Including suspended jail sentences. 
2Suspended prison sentence; formerly referred to as bench parole. 
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PRI~'l SENtENCE 

1177 21,4% 9~S 239 
79,7\ 20.$\ 

114S 20.8\ 861 284 
1S,Zi ~4.8\ 

1047 18.0% 808 239 
77.2% 22.S\ 

1430 20.1\ 1035 395 
72.4\ 27.6\ 

1332 ZI.6t 9S~ 381 
71.4\ 28.6~ 

1375 21.8% 951 424 
69.2\ 30.8\ 

1383 Z2.1% 976 407 
70.6' 29.4% 

1367 22.5% 850 517 
62.2% 37.8% 

1155 177% 615 539 
53.3% 46.7\ 

1173 21.3% 663 510 
56.5% 43.5% 

1236 21.4% 712 524 
57.6% 42.4% 

1275 20.0% 748 527 
58.7% 41.3% 

1071 15.4% 626 445 
58.5% 41.5% 

1314 16.2% 821 493 
62.5% 37.5% 

1357 15.2% 728 639 
53.3% 46.7% 

1537 17.5% 790 747 
51.4% 48.6% 

1873 15.6% 752 1121 
40.1% 59.9% 

1815 14.5% 835 979 
46.1% 53.9% 

2033 13.7% 900 1133 
44.3% 55.7% 

26,105 18.0% 15,562 10,543 J 
59.6% 40.4% 

12,773 20.6% 8310 4463 
65.1% 34.9% 

11,010 15.2% 5453 5557 
49.5% 50.5% 



FIGURE 5 
IOWA DISTRICT COURT DISPOSITIONS 

PERCENTAGE BREAKDOWN BY TYPE 
OF DISPOSITION 
FY1958-FY1976 
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ESTIMATED FINAL DISPOSITIONS 

As can be seen from examination of Tables 17-20, there are several major 
limitations to the district court disposition data presented so far. As 
stated above, Tables 17-20 do not give final dispositions of charges 
involving deferred judgments. The "fina'" dispositions for such charges 
should include dismissals for those successfully completing probation, 
and fines, jail sentences and prison sentences (some sentences suspended) 
for those not successful on probation. In addition, Tables 17, 18 and 
19 fail,to differentiate dismissals from acquittals, convictions from 
deferred judgments, and jail terms from prison terms (sentence not 
suspended), while in addition Tnbles 18 and 19 fail to differentiate 
fines from probation terms. 

Furthermore, Table 20 (as opposed to Tables 17-19) fails to distinguish 
felony charges from misdemeanor charges, and combines all jail sentences 
(some suspended) and fines into one category, the latter thus prohibiting 
calculation of the percent of jail sentences suspended, the number of 
fines, and the total number of probation terms granted. 

Ideally, disposition data should specify the number of dispositions, and 
the percent of total dispositions, falling into each of the following 
categories: 

.DISMISSAL (including those associated with deferred judgments) 

. ACQUITTAL 

.FINE 

.JAIL SENTENCE SUSPENDED 

.PRISON SENTENCE SUSPENDED 

.JAIL TERM (not suspended) 

.pRISON TERM (not suspended) 

Although it is not possible, based on the data currently available, to 
arrive at exact figures for the breakdown of district court dispositions 
into these seven categories, an estimated breakdown for the period 1974-
1976 can be obtained by utilizing information from Tables 17 and 20 and 
by estimating final dispositions in cases of deferred judgments. The 
latter estimates were obtained from the Bureau of Correctional Evaluation 
post-conviction data system, which provided information on the method of 
termination of probation for deferred judgment probationers. 

Table 21 reflects the final results of the total estimation procedure. 
It gives dispositions originally drawn from Table 17 and modified accord
ing to Table 20 and according to the final dispositions of deferred 
judgment cases discussed above. 

CHARGE REDUCTION 

Of the total of 42,116 charges disposed of through the district courts 
of Iowa during 1974-1976 (Table 1"7)., 46.6% were felonies (Table 18) and 
the remaining 53.4% indictable misdemeanors (Table lBj. The term charge 
in this context refers to the 'original charge on the indictment or 
information, and not necessarily the final charge for which the offender 
is judged or sentenced. 
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FINAL 
DISPOSiTION 

DISMISSAL 

ACQUITTAL 

FINE 

Table 21 

IOWA DISTRICT COURT DISPOSITIONS 
ESTLMATED FINAL DISPOSITIONS* 

1974"197.6 
ALL CHARGES 

N 

18,290 

760 

.rAIL SENTENCE SUSPENDED 3298 

PRISON SENTENCE SUSPENDED 3376 

JAIL TERM 2459 

PRISON TERM 2598 

TOTAL 42,116 
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43.4% 
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Table ;;1 

CHARGE. REDUCt'IO:'; 
SELEC'TEll r:-''DICI'ABLE 12FFE.'lS'ES 

L97'4-19"'6 

!.lIARGR REDUCFl) TO 
ORIGI!W. m>\RGE 

LEVEL 

OlARGE 
xar 

REDUCED 
SDIPLfi mllcr , l]~ 

QiARGE 

DaIVERY OF CONTROLLED SUilST.A.'lCES 

SHOPLIFTI~ OVER $20 

ASSAllLT WTIH INfE.\IT TO l-IlJRDER 

S,10 yeARS 

5 YEARS 

30 YEARS 

~t~IClOUS INJURy TO BLDGS. & FIXTURES 5 YEARS 

LARCENY OF ~1OT0R VEHICLE 

ASSAULT WIlli INfENT TO IN"FLICT 
BODILY I~Y 

ROBBERY \'lITIl AGGRAVATION 

BURGLARY WITHOUT AGGRAVATION 

LARGE.W IN ~IGHI'TIME OVER $20 

10 YEARS 

1 YE.>\R 

2S YEARS 

20 YEARS 

10 YEARS 

RAPE 5-LIFE 

LARCE.W OVER 520 5 YEARS 

BURGLARY WIlli AGGRAVATION I-LIFE 

L<\RCENY IN ~IGHTTIME UNDER $20 IND. MISD. 

LARCENY IN DAYTIME OVER $20 5 Yr:ARS 

ASSAULT I~TIH INfENT TO Ca.-r.IIT RAPE 1-20 

ASSAllLT I'lITIl INTENT TO CeM-IIT LESSER 
FELONIES 5 YEARS 

OPEFATING ~,1OT0R VEHICLE I'lITHOUT 
C~NSENT 

G1VUI - 2ND OR 3RD OFFENSE 

LARCENY IN DAYTIME UNDER $20 

FALSE DRAWING .~~ UTTERING OF 
CHECKS OVER $20 

MANSLAUGHI'ER 

CARRYING CONCEALED WEAPONS 

ROBE;;3RY \'lITHOtTI' AGGRAVATIO~ 

1 YEAR 

1,5 YEARS 

IN!:. MISD. 

7 YEARS 

8 YEARS 

5 YEARS 

10 YEARS 

BREAKING Al'ID ENTERING AND ATT);NPTS 5,10 YEARS 

RECEIVING STOLEN GOODS OVER $20 5 YEARS 

.'!09 

186 

43 

106 

110 

146 

98 

30 

201 

28 

192 

12 

29 

33 

7 

17 

13 

329 

21 

164 

6 

120 

29 

400 

162 

15.0\ 

45.3% 

S1.8~ 

54.It 

S9.2~ 

63.3% 

63.7% 

64.3% 

65.6% 

66.7% 

69.0~ 

69.7% 

71.4% 

76.5% 

76.9% 

79.9% 

81.0% 

81.n 

83.3% 

83.3% 

86.3~ 

86.5% 

87.0% 

UTTERING FORGED INSTRlJMENl' 

FORGERY 

10 YEARS 94 89.4% 

SOLICITING FOR PROSTITUTION 

G1VUI -FIRST OFFENSE 

10 YEARS 100 92.0% 

5 YEARS 50 94.0% 

IND. MISD. 1879 96.6% 
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mSD. ~tISD. rf.lC}'·( 

O.8~ 84.:a 

42.5\ 12.3\ 

3.6\ 

45.9% 

16.7~ 

18.4% 

25.5% 

8.3~ 

31.0~ 

18.2~ 

14.3% 

17.it 

7.7% 

5.s~ 

19.0% 

17.H 

13.3% 

3.4% 

6.5% 

11,1% 

8.5% 

4.0% 

2,0% 

3.·H; 

10.9~ 

3.6% 

7.3t 

12.2~ 

15.4% 

14.6% 

1.2% 

16.7% 

3.3% 

4.0% 

1.2% 

2.1% 

2.0% 

4.0% 

o.ot 

40.9\ 

38.8t 

20.0% 

7.0~ 

25.0% 

1.6% 

25.0% 

14.3% 

5.9% 

10.3% 

3.0% 

0.6% 

2.0f; 

85,(1'1, 

61.3\ 

55.8t 

Sol. ~~ 

48.2% 

36.7t 

36.3\ 

35.1\ 

34.H 

33.3\ 

31.0% 

3().3~ 

28.6~ 

23.S% 

23.1% 

20.1% 

19.0% 

18.3\ 

16.7% 

16.7% 

13.7t 

13.5% 

13.0% 

10.6% 

8.0% 

6.0% 

3.4% 
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A certain (unkno~ln) percentage of charges in Tables 17-20 were reduced 
to lesser charges at some pOint during the adjudicatory process. Thus, 
not all persons charged with felonies and subsequently convicted were 
convi cted of fe 1 oni es, 1. e., not a 11 of the 11,049 felony charges in 
Table 18 that led to conviction or deferred judgment were sustained as 
felonies. The on1y felony charges that we can be sure were sustained as 
felonies were those resulting in a prison sentence; this since the Iowa 
Code (prior to 1978) did not allow a prison sentence for a misdemeanor 
offense. 

To insure that no erroneous conclusions are drawn from misinterpretations 
of what constitutes a felony under the Iowa Code, the following definitio,\ 
;s offered: 

A felony as the term is used in this report repre.sents any criminal 
offense for which the Code of Iowa (1975) allows a sentence to an 
adult correctional institutlOn-rp,rison). 

Although a prison sentence is authorized by law for any felr.ny, it is 
not the case that a person convicted of a felony must receive a prison 
sentence. Indeed, fines, jail sentences, and deferred judgments were 
authorized under the old criminal code for most felonies, with the 
exception of several crimes against persons. We do caution 5 however, 
that the definition of what constitutes a felony, and what penalties are 
authorized for selected felonies, have changed appreciably under the new 
criminal code, although this fact has no bearing on the (pre-1978) data 
presented here. 

Charge reduction~ if it doe5 occur, can happen in a variety of situations, 
some of which (apparently) entail plea negotiations and others simple 
prosecutorial discretion. Felonies can be reduced to lesser felonies, 
indictab1e misdemeanors, or simple misdemeanors, and indictable misdemeanors 
to simple misdemeanors. The extent to which charge reduction occurs 
depends on a numbpr of factors, including the certainty of guilt, the 
strength of the evidence and likelihood of conviction, the availability 
of lesser charges of the same general type, prosecutorial workload~ the 
seriousness of the crime, criminal culpability and prior record of the 
defendant, the likelihood of future crimes by the defendant, mandatory 
sentence provisions of the criminal code, the availability of community 
sentencing alternatives, prison overcrowding, and others. 

Some types of charge reduction that were common under the old criminal 
code include the following: 
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ORIGINAL CHARGE 

1) Robbery with Aggravation (Felony-25 years) 

2) Larceny of a Motor Vehicle (Felony-10 years) 

3) Assault with Intent to Murder (Felony-
30 years) 

4) Assault with Intent to Inflict Bodily 
Injury (Felony-l year) 

5) Larceny Over $20 (Felony-5 years) 

6) Shoplifting Over $20 (Felony-5 years) 

7) Delivery of Controlled Substances
Non-Accommodation Offense 
(Felony-5, 10 years) 

REDUCED CHARGE 

Robbery (Felony-l0 years) 

Operating Motor Vehicle 
\~i thout Consent (Fe 1 ony-

1 year) 

Assault with Intent to 
Inflict Bodily lnjury 

(Felony-l year) 

Assault and Battery 
(Simple misd.-30 days) 

Larceny Under $20 
(Simple misd.-30 days) 

Shoplifting Under $20 
(Simple misd.-30 days) 

Delivery of Controlled 
Substances-Accomodation 
Offense 
(Ind. Misd. - 1 year) 

While no total state-wide statistics on charge reduction are available 
through current data sources, again we can gain some feeling for this 
process through data from the f1les of the Bureau of Correctional Evaluation. 
In particular, cases from the 1974-1976 pre-trial data system of the 
Bureau which involved one count of one charge, and whiG~ led to conviction 
or.d~ferred judgment during 1974-1976, were analyzed to compare the 
orlglnal charged offense with the offense at final adjudication. The 
results of this analysis for selected indictable misdemeanors and felonies 
appear in Table 22, with charge categories ordered according to the 
percent of charges reduced. 

From the Table, it is readily apparent that the extent of charge reduction 
1) varies considerably among charge categories, and 2) (assuming some 
reader knowledge of the criminal code) is dependent to a great extent on 
the availability of lesser charges of the same type. 

OFFENDER-BASED DISPOSITION OF OFFENSES 

In a previous section, it was mentioned that the court disposition 
reports submitted by the county clerks of court in Iowa are charge-based 
rather than offender or defendant-based. This means that dispositions 
form~ltiple charges or counts against a single defendant are recorded 
separ'ately. Thus a defendant charged with eight counts of bad check 
writing may have seven counts dismissed (seven dismissals) and one count 
sustained (conviction) with the offender sent to prison on that singls 
count. 

From the example cited above, it is clear that disposition data based on 
individual char'ges may not give a clear indication of the processing of 
individual defendants. It seems likely that dismissals will be 
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over-represented in charge-based dispositions, i.e., that many convicted 
offenders have charges dismissed. Also, aSSUming that the existence of 
multiple charges in a particular case is a factor considered by judges 
1n sentencing, it is likely that with charge-based dispositions incarcera
tions will be over-represented among convictions, i.e., an offender 
convicted on multiple charges is more apt to be incarcerated. 

With the preceding considerations in mind, it was determined that the 
staff should attempt to develop statistics on offender-based dispositions, 
i.e., dispositions based on the (one) most serious charge against the 
defendant. In this manner, the effect of multiple charges on disposition 
statistics could be circumvented, and more realistic measures of case 
processing obtained. 

In addition, it was determined that disposition statistics should be 
generated from a "total criminal justice system" perspective, i.e., from 
the vantage point of the total movement of the offender from arrest to 
final discharge. From the II system" perspective, a new charge against a 
person already in the system ;s viewed as "recidivism", or at least as a 
"reinvolvement" that should be considered separately from an "initial 
involvement." Consequently, offender-based disposition information was 
compiled only for those individuals who were not already in the criminal 
justice system when arrested. It certainly makes more sense to adopt 
this approach in an "offender-based" setting than in a "charged-based" 
setting, since offenJers - not charges - move through the criminal 
justice system. 

Tables 23 through 31 display some of the major results of the offender
based disposition study attempted by the staff. The tables reflect 
estimated offender-based dispositions for all individuals 1) who were 
not already in the criminal justice system when arrested, 2) who were 
charged at arrest with an indictable crime (not simple misdemeanor), and 
3) who had their case adjudicated in court during 1974-1977. This 
population of offer1ers includes some initially charged with indictable 
crimes whose charges were reduced (some to simple misdemeanors) prior to 
final adjudication. Also, an unknown but significant number of these 
offenders had charges (some indictable) adjudicated through the lower 
(municipal) courts in the state. 

The nine tables are given according to the type and seriousness of the 
most serious charge at arrest (rather than charge filed or charg1e at 
final adjudication). Tables are included for 1) all indictable offenses, 
2} all felonies, 3) all indictable misdemeanors, 4) all Part I felonies 
(Part I crimes excluding misdemeanors categorized by UCR as larceny), 5) 
all violent (Part 1) felonies, 6) all property (Part I) felonies, 7) all 
felony drug charges (including all delivery or possession with intent to 
deliver controlled or counterfeit substances), 8) all felony drunken 
driving charges (second or third offense OMVUI), and 9) all miscel
laneous (other) felonies. 

It will be noted that the offender-based dispositions presented here are 
estimated. In fact, several different sources of information were used 
to arrive at these results, none of which can be said to give official 
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Table 23 

STATE OF IOWA 
ESTIMATED OFFENDER-BASED DISPOSITION OF INDICTABLE OFFENSES 

1974-1977 
ALL CRIMES 

DISPOSITION N 

DISMISSAL/ACQUITTAL 18,730 

FINE 14,363 

DEFERRED SENTENCE 9444 

JAIL SENTENCE SUSPENDED 7538 

PRISON SENTENCE SUSPTh~ED 3229 

OTHER PROBATION/RESIDENtIAL 1734 

COUNTY JAIL TERM 2313 

STATE PRISON TERM 2213 

DISMISSAL/ACQUITTAL 18,730 

FINE 14,363 

PROBATION/RESIDENTIAL 21,945 

INCARCERATION 4526 

ALL CASES 59,564 

-59-

31.4% 

24.1% 

15.9% 

12.7% 

5.4% 

2.9% 

3.9% 

3.7% 

31.4% 

24.1% 

36.8% 

7.6% 

100.0% 
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Table 24 
I I Table 25 

STATE OF IOWA I I STATE OF IOWA 
ESTn~TED OFFENDER-BASED DISPOSITION OF FELONY OFFENSES EST]MATED OFFENDER-BASED DISPOSITION OF INDICTABLE MISDEMEANOR OFFENSES 

1974-1977 1974-1977 
ALL FELONIES I I ALL INDICTABLE MISDEMEANORS 

, 

I I 
DISPOSITION N % DISPOSITION N % 

I I 
DISMISSAL/ACQUITTAL 8115 33.2% I I 

DISMISSAL/ACQUITTAL 10,615 30.2% 

FINE 3428 14.0% I 
FINE 10,935 31.1% 

I 
DEFERRED SENTENCE 2003 8.2% DEFERRED SENTENCE 7441 21.2% 

I I 
JAIL SENTENCE SUSPENDED 3399 13.9% JAIL SENTENCE SUSPENDED 4139 11.8% 

PRISON SENTENCE SUSPENDED 
I I PRISON SENTENCE SUSPENDED 0 3229 13.2% 0.0% 

OTIIER PROBATION/RESIDENTIAL 661 2 .. 7% I I OlliER PROBATION/RESIDENTIAL 1073 3.1% 

COUNTY JAIL TERM 1366 5.6% I I COUNTY JAIL TERM 947 2.7% 

STATE PRISON TERM 2213 9.1% I I STATE PRISON TERM 0 0.0% 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

DISMISSAL/ACQUITTAL 8115 33.2% I I DISMISSAL/ACQUITTAL 10,615 30.2% 

FINE 3428 14.0% I I FINE 10,935 31.1% 

PROBATION/RESIDENTIAL 9292 38.1% I I PROBATION/RESIDENTIAL 12,653 36.0% 

INCARCERATION 3579 14.7% I I INCARCERATION 947 2.7% 

ALL CASES 24,414 I I ALL CASES 35,150 100.0% 
100.0% 

I I 
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Table 26 Table 27 

STATE OF IOWA I I STATE OF IOWA 
ESTnMATED OFFENDER-BASED DISPOSITION OF FELO~~ OFFENSES EST~rED OFFENDER-BASED DISPOSITION OF FELONY OFFENSES 

1974-1977 

I 'I 
1974-1977 

PART I CRIMES VIOLENT (PART I) CRIMES 

I I DISPOSITION N l!! 0 DISPOSITION N l!! 0 

I I DISMTSSAL/ACQUITTAL 3759 33.8% ... 

I I DISMISSAL/ACQUITTAL 1403 43.8% ~" 

FINE ,-l, 

1263 11.3% 
FINE 271 8.5% 

DEFERRED SENTENCE 1372 12.3% I I 
DEFERRED SENTENCE 61 1.9% 

JAIL SENTENCE SUSPENDED 933 8.4% I I 
JAIL SENTENCE SUSPENDED ' 178 5.6% 

.. ~"". 
PRISON SENTENCE SUSPENDED 1537 13.8% I I PRISON SENTENCE SUSPENDED 321 10.0% 
OTHER PROBATION/RESIDENTIAL 284 2.6% I I OTHER PROBATION/RESIDENTIAL 48 1.5% 
COUNTY JAIL TERM 611 5.5% I I COUNTY JAIL TERM 197 6.2% 
STATE PRISON TERM 1377 12.4% 

I I STATE PRISON TERM 724 22.6% -----------------------------_. ------------------------------------------------

r,ISMISSAL/ ACQUITTAL ----------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------3759 33.8% I I DISMISSAL/ACQUITTAL 1403 43.8% 
FINE 1263 11.3% 

I I FINE 271 8.5% 
PROBATION/RESIDENTIAL 4126 37.1% 

I I PROBATION/RESIDENTIAL 608 19.0% 
INCARCERATION 1988 17.9% 

I I INCARCERATION 921 28.8% 

ALL CASES 11,136 100.0% 

I I jlLL CASES 3203 100.0% 

:~'r,r' I I -
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Table 28 

STATE OF IOWA I ESTTIMATED OFFENDFR-BASED DISPOSITION OF FELONY OFFIfr~SES 
1974-1977 

PROPERTY (PART I) CRIMES I 
I 

DISPOSITION N 9.:: 0 

I 
DISMISSAL/ACQUITTAL 2356 29.7% 

I 
FINE 992 12.5% 

I 
DEFERRED SENTENCE 1311 16.5% 

JAIL SENTENCE SUSPENDED 755 9.5% I 

PRISON SENTENCE SUSPENDED 1216 15.3% I 
OTHER PROBATION/RESIDENTIAL 236 3.0% I 
COUNTY JAIL TERM 414 5.2% I 
STATE PRISON TERM 653 8.2% I 
----------~------------------------------------------- -------------------------

DISMISSAL/ACQUITTAL 2356 29.7% I 
FINE 992 12.5% I 
PROBATION/RESIDENTIAL 3518 44.3% I 
INCARCERATION 1067 13.5% I 
ALL CASES 7933 100.0% I 

I 
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DISPOSITION 

Table 29 

STATE OF IOWA 
ESTIMATED OFFENDER-BASED DISPOSITION OF FELONY OFBL~SES 

1974-1977 
DELIVERY OF CONTROLLED· SUBSTANCES 

N % 

-----------------------------------------------------------
DISMISSAL/ACQUITTAL 530 27.1% 

FINE 332 17.0% 

DEFERRED SENTENCE 236 12.1% 

JAIL SENTENCE SUSPENDED 387 19.8% 

PRISON SENTENCE SUSPENDED 0 0.0% 

OTHER PROBATION/RESIDENTIAL 53 2.7% 

COUNTY JAIL TEEM 203 10.4% 

STATE PRISON TERM 214 10.9% 

-------~,-----------------------------------------------------------------------~-

DISMISSAL/ACQUITTAL 530 27.1% 

FINE 332 17.0% 

PROBATION/RESIGENTIAL 676 34.6% 

INCARCERATION 417 21.3% 

. ALL CASES 1955 100.0% 

-65-



Table 30 I 
STATE OF IOWA I ESTlMATF~ OFFENDER-BASF~ DISPOSITION OF FELONY OFFENSES 

1974-J.977 
DRIVING UNDER INFLUENCE - SECOND OR THIRD OFPENSE I 

DISPOSITION N % I 
I 

DISMISSAL/ACQUITTAL 255 10.4% 

I 
FINE 986 40.2% 

DEFBRRED SENTENCE 99 4.0% I 
JAIL SENTENCE SUSPENDED 436 17.8% I 
PRISON SENTENCE SUSPENDED 315 12.8% I -,., . 

OTHER PROBATICN/RESIDENTIAL 186 7.6% I 
-_ COUNIY JAIL TERM 116 4.7% I 

STATE PRISON TERM 61 2.5% I 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

DISMISSAL/ACQUITTAL 255 10.4% I 
','lo: 

FINE 986 40.2% I 
PROBATION/RESIDENTIAL 1036 42.2% I 
INCARCERATION 177 7.2% 

I 
ALL CASES 2454 100.0% I 

I 
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Table 31 

STATE OF IOWA 
ESTTIMATED OFFENDER-BASED DISPOSITION OF FELONY OFFENSES 

1974-1977 
MISCELLANEOUS CRIMES 

DISPOSITION N 

DISMISSAL/ACQUITTAL 3571 

FINE 847 

DEFERRED SENTENCE 296 

JAIL SENTENCE SUSPENDED 1643 

PRISON SENTENCE SUSPENDED 1377 

OTHER PROBATION/RESIDENTIAL 138 

COUNIY JAIL TERM 436 

STATE PRISON TERM 561 

DISMISSAL/ACQUITTAL 3571 

FINE 847 

PROBATION/RESIDENTIAL 3454 

INCARCERATION 997 

ALL CASES 8869 
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40.3% 

9.6% 

3.3% 

18.5% 

15.5% 

1.6% 

4.9% 

6.3% 

40.3% 

9.6% 

38.9% 

11.2% 

100.0% 



or completely.a~curate ~ea~u~es of c?urt act;vit~, ~ut ~hich are.judged 
to be of suff1c1ent rellabll1ty to glve general 1ndlcat1ons of dlsposition 
.E2.:tterns. 

The staff utilized a statistical "backtracking" procedure based on the 
felony sentenc; ng l'esul ts gi ven in the next chapter, duly expanded to 
cover other forms of disposition: first fines, then dismissals/acquittals 
and reduced charges, as ascertained from the Bureau of Correctional 
Evaluation pre-trial data files. This procedure will be explained in 
more detail in a subsequent volume of this report. 

COMPARING CHARGE-BASED AND OFFENDER-BASED DISPOSITIONS 

It is important to note that the offender-based results given in the 
previous section need not compare directly with the charge-based results 
given in earlier sections of the chapter. For example Table 17 on 
cha~ge:based dispositi9ns !or ~974-1976 shows that 11.8% of dispositions 
of lndlctable charges 1n d1str1ct court resulted in incarceration, while 
Table 23 shows 7.6% (of offenders) incarcerated. Similarly, Table 17 
shows 38.0% of charges leading to dismiss~l/acquittal while Table 23 
shows just 31.4% of offenders acquitted or with charg2s dismissed. 

A~though these f~gures, ~ncluding some others, appear inconsistent, the 
d:ffer~n~es ca~ De e~plalned if one takes note that 1) charge-based 
dlSpos1tlons Y1eld h1gher percentages of cases dismissed (reasons stated 
above); 2) a~ong convictions, charge-based dispositions yield higher 
p~rcen~a~es lncarc~rated (reasons stated above); 3) offender-based 
dlsposltlOns are glVen only for those r,ot already in the criminal justice 
system when ar:ested (charge-based dispositions include charges against 
~hose alre~dy In the system when.arrested, which are more apt to lead to 
lncarceratlon than other charges); 4) offender-based dispositions include 
som~ ~ases processed through the lower (municipal) courts of Iowa in 
addltl0~ to ~a~es handle~ through the district courts; and 5) offender
based dlSposltl0ns are glven for the period 1974-1977 while no data on 
charge-based dispositions are currently available for'1977. 
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CHAPTER VIII 

FELONY SENT£NCING 

The material presented in Chapter VIII, and enhanced in a subsequent 
volume of this report, first began to take form three years ago in 
statistics compiled by the Bureau of Correctional Evaluation (BCE). At 
that time the Bureau felt the need to study sentencing practices and the 
manner in which they affected the adult corrections system in Iowa. As 
sentencing is the process that dictates which individuals will serve 
time in prison and which in community-based programs, it was believed 
that a detailed understanding of this activity was necessary for a clear 
perception of the role of corrections in the criminal justice system of 
Iowa. 

The primary thrust of this work of BCE, and its continuation in the 
Statistical Analysis Center, is to better understand past sentencing 
policy in Iowa and the extent to which it has mirrored the goals of 
sentencing and the correctional system. In particular, the staff wishes 
to characterize past sentencing practices in Iowa by means of statistical 
models that will allow an interface with studies of recidivism and 
criminal justice flow. In this way, sentencing studies can be both 
"descriptive" of past sentencing practices and "prescriptive" in the 
sense of suggesting a more efficient and effective policy structure for 
sentencing in Iowa. 

For purposes of this "statistical overview" of crime and cY'iminal justice 
in Iowa, it was judged to be inappropriate to present detailed results 
of SAC's felony sentencing study. Rather, it was determined that simple 
statistics, compiled as accurately as possible, should be offered to 
indicate the general pattern of felony sentencing in Iowa in recent 
years. Since the criminal offense on which the offender is sentenced 
has been determined to be the most significant factor in sentencing in 
the state, as it is for most other decisions concerning offender move
ment, it was decided to present sentencing statistics for individual 
categories of the sentencing offense. Much more detailed and compre
hensive information on felony sentencing will be included in a follow-up 
report dedicated exclusively to this subject. 

DATA SOURCES 

As stated in previous chapters, there is no single courts information 
system that can provide case data on offenders processed through the 
criminal courts of Iowa. Rather, there are several sources of data that 
can be coordinated to obtain an approximation of court activity, including 
sentencing. In Chapter VII, we saw the results of a disposition study 
that involved combining data from these various sources. It was mentioned 
that the offender-based disposition statistics were compiled by a "back
tracking" procedure to be detailed in a follow-up report. The starting 
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point of this procedure, in the case of felony dispositions, involved 
compilation of felony sentencing statistics as presented in th~s chapter. 

It should be emphasized that these statistics are not offered as completely 
accurate reflections of the numbers of offenders receiving certain 
sentences. On the other hand, the percentages given here are judged 
well within the neighborhood of the actual percentages that would have 
been obtained from a courts information system. This is the best that 
can be done under current information constraints. 

The data sources from which information was drawn to compile felony 
sentencing statistics include 1) the FY 1974 - FY 1978 institutional 
admission-separation file maintained by the Division of Adult Corrections 
of the Iowa Department of Social Services, 2) the 1974-1976 data file of 
the Bureau of Correctional Evaluation, and 3) the 1977-1978 community 
corrections data system developed by BCE and currently maintained by the 
OBSCIS unit of Adult Corrections. 

The institutional admission file was accessed to obtain records of 
individuals placed in adult correctional institutions in Iowa by direct 
court commitment during the period 1974-1977 (not as probation or parole 
violators). The post~conviction segments of the community corrections 
files were accessed to obtain records of felony offenders placed under 
the supervision of community corrections programs (including probation 
and residential corrections) during that same period. Community-based 
post-conviction records included only those records of direct placements 
by the courts of Iowa, including jail placements in which the offender 
subsequently was placed on probation. Pre-trial records from the BCE 
system were accessed to obtain records (with statistical adjustments 
made to allow comparability with post-conviction data) of persons receiving 
fines or jail sentences in which the offender was not subsequently 
released on probation. 

POPULATION OF SENTENCED OFFENDERS 

The population of offenders to which the information in this chapter 
applies includes all adults who were convicted of felonies or who were 
granted deferred judgments on felony charges during 1974-1977 in the 
State of Iowa, with one restriction and one exception. 

The restriction, as was the case with offender-based dispositions given 
in the previous chapter, is that consideration is limited to offenders 
who were not already in the criminal justice system when arrested. The 
exception-r5 that consideration is given to offenders who were convicted 
of, or received a deferred judgment for, the crime of delivery or 
possession with intent to deliver a controlled or counterfeit substance -
accommodation offense. 

Technically, under the old criminal code an accommodation offense was an 
indictable misdemeanor ~ather than a felony, which should place it 
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outside the domain of felony sentencing statistics. We have crr)sen to 
include this offense, however, since the Code of Iowa prohibits, both 
under the old and the new statutes, the granting of probat'10n on felony 
drug charges, i.e., for del·ivery or possession with intent to deliver a 
controlled Ot' counterfeit substance -. non-accommodation offense. In 
other words, any offender convicted of a drug-related felor.y in Iowa 
must serve time in a state prison. As a result, the nature of the 
sentence imposed is dictated almost entirely by the level of the charge 
sustained through court proceedings rather than the nature of the offense 
itself or other factors typically considered in sentencing. With these 
facts in mind, it was decided to include all offenders sentenced for 
delivery or possession with intent to deliver a controlled or counterfeit 
substance, without regard to whether the final charge was with accommodation 
or without accommodation. 

Accommodation drug charges form the only instance in which sentencing 
offenses other than felonies are represented in the statistics presented 
in this chapter. Other felony charges reduced to misdemeanors, e.g., 
larceny over $20 to :arceny under $20, were ignored in these statistics 
since little rellable state-wide information was available on such 
reductions, at least-riot in the level of detail considered here. 

In summary, with the exceptio~ of drug offences, the statistics presented 
here are offered to characterize the sentencing of offenders with felony 
charges sustained through the date of final adjudication. Of course, in 
cases of deferred judgments - which are reflected in these statistics -
the offender may avoid the record of-a-felony conviction. Nonetheless, 
it is believed that these statistics adequately portray the fate of 
felony offenders sentenced in the State of Iowa. 

DEFINITION OF SENTENCING CATEGORIES 

Within the sentenced population described above, individual offender 
sentences were grouped into sentencing categories as follows: 

.FINE (no probation or incarceration) 

.STRAIGHT PROBATION (no incarceration or residential assignment) 

.RESIDENTIAL CORRECTIONS (court placement in a community 
residential facility - not jail -
with or without probation) 

.COUNTY JAIL (local incarceration with or without probation) 

.STATE PRISON (state-level incarceration) 

These sentences are given in reverse order by precedence. Thus} if an 
offender pays a fine and is granted probation, probation takes precedence. 
If he or she is placed on probation and in a residential program, the 
latter takes precedence. With this convention, the totals in the table 
may not represent, individually, the total number of felony offenders 
fined, placed on probation, or in a residential facility. On the other 
hand, the categories do indicate what is felt to be the degree of sentencing 
severity for the sentenced population under study, with the ordered 
ca tegori es representi ng a graduated seale of severi ty, the exact cal; br'ati on 
of which is left to the reader. 
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fahle ;;; I 
I0I1A OISIlUCr WJItr DISPOSITIONS 

r-aom SENfENCI~ 
19i'.J-l!)i7 

I BY OFFENSE CATEGORY 

I)FH~"SF. TarAL !>-rnAIGHT RESIDENTIAL COJNfY srATE TarAL I CAltGORY CASES FINE PROBATION CORRECTIONS .JAIL PRISON INCARCERATED 

fORCIBLE RAPe 1:11 3.3\ 19.9% l.It 6.lt 69.6% 75.7\ 

I ~1JRJ)ER/MANSLAlJGfffER 183 4.9% 20.2% 2.7\ ·L4% 67.8% 72.1% 

ROBBERY 497 0.0% 27.4% 5.2% 3.6% 63.8% 67.4% I 
AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 494 4.0% 43.1~ 7.1% 14.0% 31.8% 45.7% 

SEX OFFENSE AGAINST J~~ILE 88 0.0% 52.3% 4.5% 1].0% 43.2% 43.2% I 
CO~TROLLED SUBSTANCES 1033 16.6% 42.2% 3.7% 16.8% 20.7% 37.6% 

mroR VEHICLE 11IEFT 551 3.6% 55.8% 7.n 13.0% 20.0% 33.0% I 
CONSPIRACY 148 0.0% 68.2% 1.4% 0.;% Z9.n 30.4% 

I BURGLARY 1875 2.2% 66.7% 6.1% Lot 18. 25.1% 

ARSON 82 13.4% 61.0% 1.2% 7.3% 17.1% 24.4% I 
ILLEGAL WEAPONS 441 19.0% 53.7% 3.6% 14.7% 8.8% 23.6% 

VANDALISM 173 10.4\ 65.3% 1.2% 14.5% 8.7% 23.1% I 
sroLEN PROPERTY 630 4.3% 71.7% 4.8% 7.5% 11.7% 19.2% 

FORGERY 730 1.0% 72.1% 7.5% 7.7% 11.6% 18.8~ I 
LARCENY 1680 8.8% 6f1.9% 3.4% 5.9% 12.0% 17.9% 

I 
BAD CHECKS/FRAUD 752 10.0% 71.8% - -~ 3.3% 11.6~ 14.9% "" • .)"0 

DRIVING UNDER INFLUENCE 1742 39.4% 50.0% 0.8% 6.3% 3.5% 9.8% I 
e-mF.ZZLEMEl'-rr/WHITE COLr.,\R 453 :L2.1% 76.8; 1.3% 4.0% 5.7% 9.7% 

------------------~------------------------------- .. -------------------------------------------------------- I t.'RINES AGAINST· PERSONS 1600 :!.5t 32.4% 5.0% 7.4% 52.7% 60.1% 

COtm\OLLED SUBSTANCES 1033 16.6% 42.2% 3.n 16.8% 20.7% 37.6% I 
CRDIES AGAINST PROPER:l'Y 7500 6.7% 6i.8% 4.7% 7.3% 13.5% 20.8% 

DRIVING UNDER I~'FWENCE l742 39.4% 50.0% 0.8% 6.3% 3.5% 9.8% I 
ALL FELONIES 12,500 11.8% .58.5% 4.0% 8.0% 17.7% 25.;% 

I 
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I 
'I 
VI 
I 

OFFENSE 
CATEGORY 

CRIMES AGAINST PERSONS 

ILLEGAL WEAPONS 

ARSON/VANDALISM 

BURGLARY/MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT 

LARCENY 

STOLEN PROPERTY 

PAPER CRIMES 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 

DRIVING UNDER INFLUENCE 

OTHER CRIMES 

TOTAL CASES 

Table 33 

SENTENCING OFFENSE PROFILE 
FELONY SENTENCES 

1974-1977 
BY TYPE OF SENTENCE RECEIVED 

TOTAL 
SENTENCED 
POPULATION 

12.8% 

3.5% 

2.0% 

19.5% 

13.4% 

5.0% 

15.5% 

8 ~!l: .~ 0 

13.9% 

6.1% 

12,500 

100% 

FINE 

2.7% 

5.7% 

2.0% 

4.1% 

10.0% 

1.8% 

9.3% 

11.6% 

46.5% 

6.3% 

1475 

100% 

STRAIGHT RESID~'TIAL 
PROBATION CORRECTIONS 

7.1% 16.0% 

3.2% 3.2% 

2.2% 0.6% 

21.4% 31.4% 

16.1% 11.4% 

6.2% 6.0% 

1.9.3% 17.2% 

6.0% 7.6% 

11.9% 2.8% 

6.6% 3.8% 

7312 500 

100% 100% 

COU1\rrY 
JAIL 

11.8% 

6.5% 

3.1% 

20.4% 

9.9% 

4.7% 

9.9% 

17.4% 

11.0% 

5.3% 

1000 

100% 

STATE 
PRISON 

38.1% 

1.8% 

1.3% 

20.4% 

9.1% 

3.3% 

8.9% 

9.7% 

2.8% 

4.6% 

2213 

100% 



CHAPTER IX 

SOCIO-DEMuGRAPHIC PROFILE 
AND CRIMINAL HISTORY OF CONVICTED OFFENDERS 

As indicated by the title, the purpose of this chapter is to provide 
information on socia-demographic and criminal history characteristics of 
convicted offenders. In simple terms, these profiles tell us about 
criminals: the basic demographic structure of the offender population, 
marital, educational, employment, and vocational situations of offenders 
at the time of sentencing, and indications of the extent of prior involve
ment with the justice system. 

The data presented here tell of the criminal and his or her situation in 
life, in contrast to most of the remainder of the report, which concerns 
the behavior of offenders and decisions as to their movement through the 
criminal justice system. The material presented here is intended to 
give some feeling as to the identities of criminal offenders and to the 
variation in these identities among the various offense categories 
ind;cated~ i.e., the extent to which burglars differ from check writers, 
drunken drivers from car thieves, etc. 

OFFENDER POPULATION 

The population of offenders represented in Tables 34 through 37 includes 
1) all felony offenders placed in adult corrections programs during 
1974-1976, including both community-based and institutional programs, 
and 2) all misdemeanants placed in community programs during thQt same 
period. Offenders fined or placed in jail and not subsequently released 
on probation are excluded. Again, the counts in these tables reflect 
only persons who were not already in the criminal justice system when 
arrested. These tables thus represent input to the corrections system 
from the courts during 1974-1976. 

DEFINITION OF PROFILE CATEGORIES 

For the most part, the categories in the tables are self-explanatory, 
with definitions corresponding to coding categories in the data collection 
instruments appearing in Appendix II. The one exception is Table 37, 
which details some criminal career characteristics of offenders that are 
not commonly addressed in statistical reports. In fact, three of the 
measures in Table 37 were defined by the SAC staff as new statistical 
measures of criminal careers. 

The four criminal career measures appearing in Table 37 are as follows: 

1) ONSET - This refers to the age of criminal career onset, and 
is measured as the age of the offender at first arrest. The 
figures appearing in the table are averages (means) for the 
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SOCIO-DR-KlGRAI'HIC PROFILE 
OF COl';VICfED OFFE.';1)ERS 

197-1-197b 
BY OFFENSE CATEGORY 

OFFENSE 
CATEGORY 

AGE AT DRUG AllUSE HISfO\W ALCOHOL 
TOTAL SE1'ITENCING DIPLCMV SCX>IE ;..."'" BEYOI><1) :\;)RC- ABUSE 

SE.'lTENCED FENAl.E BLACK (mean) MARRIED DEGREE SKILL E\IPLOYED DRUG ~IARIJ. OTICS HlSfORY 

~mOR VEHICLE TIlEFT 

BURGLARY 

DEL. OF MARIJUANA 

VANDALISM 

ROBBERY 

DEL. OF MISC. DRUGS 

STOLEi'l PROPERTY 

FORGERY 

ARSON 

FORCIBLE RAPE 

DEL. OF NARCOTICS 

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 

BAD CHECKS 

ILLEGAL WEAPONS 

MURDER/~IANSLAUGHTER 

35S 

1336 

217 

100 

1072 

362 

165 

.as 
525 

48 

112 

67 

324 

399 

233 

122 

&lBEZZL&1ENT 130 

SEX OFFfu'lSE AGAINST JUV. 49 

DRIVING UNDER INFLUENCE 625 

4% 4% 

3% 9% 

12% 4% 

5% 6% 

11% 10% 

5~ 32% 

19% 4% 

9% 8% 

12% 7% 

0% 20% 

16% 52% 

6% 21% 

32% 9% 

12% 30% 

9% 18% 

27% 4% 

0% 3% 

5% 3% 

21.8 

21.8 

22.4 

23.0 

23.0 

23.3 

24.0 

2~.1 

15.2 

25.9 

26.0 

27.6 

28.8 

28.9 

30.1 

30.6 

37.0 

40.1 

14% 4n 

17% 41'6 

24~ 70% 

15% 46% 

26% so~ 

22% 42% 

24% 60% 

31% 58% 

?6~ 51% 

30% 60% 

43% 43% 

Sit 54% 

31% 39% 

4g 5n 

32% 49';; 

16% 41% 

43~ 

53% 

42% 

58% 

58~ 

53% 

42% 

46% 

48~ 

54% 

49% 

61% 

60% 

54% 79% 64~ 

51% 50% 47% 

38% 54% 68% 

58% 51% 27t 11% 43\ 

70% 91% 38% 14% 29% 

61% 43% 19% 7% 62% 

64% 39% 1S~ 8% 32% 

51% 48% 22% 12% so~ 

65% 89% 79% 17% 47% 

64% 39% 13% 6% 26~ 

54% 39% 21\ ll~ 30% 

77% -11% 26% 8% 51~, 

5H 24% 8% ~% 50% 

46% 93% 80% i6~ 33% 

70% 37% 16% 4% 58% 

62t 24% 12% 

64% 35% 10% 

60% 14% <1% 

83% 16% 5% 

54% 11% 7% 

76% 11% 4% 

n 31% 

5% 54% 

0% 43% 

2% 12% 

4% 43~ 

1% 81% 

---------------------~-------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 4iO 

CR~IES AGAINST PROPERTY 4750 

CR1\IES AGAINST PERSONS 1101 

DRIVING UNDER INFLUENCE 625 

ALL FELONIES 7495 

POSSESSION OF MARIJUANA 1016 

POSSESSION OF ~\ISC. DRUGS 131 

CR~IES AGAINSf PROPERTY 699 

0TI1ER ASSAULTS 63 

DRIVI~G UNDER INFLUfu'lCE 1306 

ALL MISD&1EANORS 3866 

:\1L CR~IES 11,361 

15% 11% 

13% 10% 

5% 24% 

5% 3% 

23.5 

23.6 

26.6 

40.1 

28% M% 

25% 49% 

31% .at 

54% 

46% 

55% 

38% ;i,lif' 68% 

65% 91% 59% 2~% 36% 

60% 41% 21% 9% 36% 

59% 35% 15% 6% 51% 

76% 11% 7% 4% 81% 

13% 12% 25.8 27% 50% 51% 63% 40% 20% 8% 42% 

11% 3% 21.1 15% 75% 45% 62% 91% ~5% 7% 25% 

14% 3% 22.0 18% 74% 59% 63% 92% 83% 16% 40% 

24% 8% 22.7 26% 51% 39% 53% 32% 14% 5% 28% 

9% 10% 25.7 39% 56% 48% 53% 32% 12% 7% 45% 

10% 3% 35.3 439, 67', 70% 76% 15% 6% Z% 55% 

14% 5% 27.6 30% 64~ 54% 64~ 44% 17% 5% 40% 

13% 10% 26.4 28% 55% 52~ 63% 41% 19% 7% 41% 
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OFFE.'\SE 
CATEGORY 

~OTOR VEHICLE TIlEFl' 

BURGLARY 

DELIVERY OF MARIJUANA 

VANDALIS>I 

LARCENY 

ROBBERY 

DELIVERY OF MISC. DRUGS 

STOLEN PROPERTY 

FORGERY 

ARSON 

FORCIBLE RAPE 

DELIVERY OF ~COTICS 

AGGHAVATED ASSAULT 

BAD CHECKS 

ILLEGAL \'iEAl'ONS 

~1URDER/MANSLAlJG,1rER 

TOfAL 
SEriTENCED 

358 

1336 

217 

100 

1072 

362 

165 

418 

525 

48 

112 

67 

324 

399 

233 

122 

rMllEZ::LFMENT 130 

SEX OFFENSE AGAINST JUVENILE 49 

DRIVING UNDER INFLUENCE 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 

CRn-1ES AGAINST PROPERTY 

CIDIES AGAINST PERSONS 

DRIVING UNDER INFLUENCE 

ALL FELONIES 

POSSESSION OF MARIJUANA 

POSSESSION OF ~IISG. DRUGS 

CRIMES AGAINST PROPERTY 

OTHER ASSAULTS 

DRIVI:-IG UNDER INFLUENCE 

ALL MISD&IE.A.NORS 

ALL CRn-IES 

625 

470 

4750 

1101 

625 

7495 

1016 

131 

699 

63 

1306 

3866 

11,361 

Table 35 

CIW-IIML IJ[SfORY 
or· CONVICTED OFFi':.'IDERS 

19n-1976 
BY OFfE."lSE CATEGORY 

AGE AT 
SENI'ENCING 

(mean) 

21.8 

21.8 

22.4 

23.0 

23.0 

23.3 

24.0 

24.1 

24.4 

25.2 

25.9 

26.0 

27.6 

28.8 

28.9 

30.1 

30.6 

37.0 

40.1 

23.5 

23.6 

26.6 

40.1 

25.8 

21.1 

22.0 

22.7 

25.7 

35.3 

27.6 

26.4 
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ARRESTS 

78% 

78% 

55% 

71% 

65% 

80% 

68% 

65% 

68% 

S5% 

75% 

73% 

75% 

66% 

74% 

58% 

40% 

57% 

100% 

62% 

70% 

74~ 

100% 

71% 

49% 

60% 

63% 

78% 

45% 

54% 

65% 

PRIORS? 

CONVICfIONS 

38% 

67% 

48% 

70% 

57% 

53% 

60% 

51% 

65% 

66% 

65% 

58% 

62% 

49% 

30% 

48% 

86% 

49% 

58% 

64% 

86% 

60% 

36% 

48% 

52% 

63% 

34% 

42% 

54% 

INCARCERATIONS 

46% 

48% 

23% 

36% 

54% 

32% 

33% 

44% 

32% 

49% 

51% 

41% 

41% 

42% 

40% 

20% 

28% 

41% 

30% 

41% 

44% 

41% 

40% 

16% 

27% 

31% 

37\; 

15% 

22% 

34% 
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OFFE.\lSE 
CATEGORY 

~mOR VEHICI,E TIffiFT 

BURGLARY 

DELIVERY OF ~IARIJUA.'lt\ 

VAl'IDALISM 

LARCE.'lY 

ROBBERY 

DELIVERY OF ~IISC. DRUGS 

STOLfu~ PROPERTY 

FORGERY 

ARSON 

FORCIBLE RAPE 

DELIVERY OF NARCOTICS 

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 

BAD CHECKS 

ILLEGAL \'/E.<\PONS 

MJRDF.R/~IANSLAlJGHTER 

~!BEZZL&!ENT 

SEX 0 FFENSE AGAINST .:uv. 
DRIVING UNDER INFLUENCE 

AGE AT 

Table 36 

JWE.'IILE I\.'m ADULT RECORD 
OF CONVIcrED OFFENDERS 

1974-1976 
BY OFFE. ... SE C\l'EGORY 

TOfU SENTENCING JUVENILi; RECORD 
SENTE.'/CED (mean) ARRE~1s coNVICtIONs CCNlIUMEO'ITS 

358 

1336 

217 

100 

1072 

362 

165 

418 

525 

48 

112 

67 

324 

399 

233 

122 

130 

49 

625 

21.8 

21.8 

22.4 

23.0 

23.0 

23.3 

24.0 

24.1 

24,4 

25.2 

25.9 

26.0 

27.6 

28.8 

28.9 

30.1 

30.6 

37.0 

40.1 

59% 

59% 

34% 

48% 

44% 

61% 

41% 

42% 

41% 

40% 

43% 

41% 

46% 

30% 

38% 

30% 

17% 

14% 

19% 

39% 

42% 

18% 

30% 

30% 

45% 

29% 

25% 

34% 

29% 

39% 

40% 

30% 

28% 

22\ 

20% 

13% 

14% 

16% 

30\ 

30% 

22% 

~O% 

34t 

15% 

17% 

24~ 

29% 

22% 

22~ 

15% 

16% 

13% 

9% 

10% 

9% 

AlJULT RECORD .wmsrs COlWIl."'l'lONS ca;f\n t;\111\1:; 

5n 

56% 

50% 

58% 

56% 

62~ 

54~ 

57% 

56% 

50% 

60% 

60% 

66% 

61% 

73% 

55% 

40% 

63% 

92% 

44% 

49% 

30% 

50% 

42% 

53\ 

44% 

4" .. 
49% 

48% 

58~ 

54% 

54% 

50% 

55% 

49% 

29% 

45% 

83% 

13\ 

16\ 

S% 

5% 

12~ 

10% 

9~ 

17% 

1.u 

.m 
17% 

21% 

16% 

20% 

11% 

10% 

14% 

-------------------------------------------------------------
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 

CRn-IES AGAINST PROPERTY 

CRIl-!ES AGAINST PERSONS 

DRIVING UNDER INFLUENCE 

470 

4750 

1101 

625 

ALL FELONIES 7495 

POSSESSION OF ~IARIJUANA 1016 

POSSESSION OF msc. DRUGS 131 

CRThIES AGAINST PROPERTY 699 

OTHER ASSAULTS 63 

DRIVING UNDER I~~LUB~CE 1306 

ALL mSD&IEANORS 3866 

ALL CRIl-IES 11,361 

23.5 

23.6 

26.6 

40.1 

25.8 

21.1 

22.0 

22.7 

25.7 

35.3 

27.6 

~6.4 

38% 

45% 

48% 

19% 

43% 

31% 

31'> 

40% 

52% 

15% 

28% 

38% 

25% 

33% 

16% 

30% 

18% 

19% 

29!lo 

25% 

9% 

18% 
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14% 

22% 

25% 

9% 

21% 

10% 

13% 

19% 

22% 

5% 

11% 

18t 

49% 

56% 

62% 

92% 

60% 

33% 

49% 

48% 

60% 

44% 

48~ 

55% 

39% 

43% 

53% 

83% 

49% 

26% 

41% 

40% 

57% 

31% 

35% 

12% 

14% 

19% 

14% 

15% 

2% 

3% 

6% 

4% 

11% 



CFFJ!."SE 
CATEGORY 

M:JI'OR VEHICLE THEF1' 

VAl"DALlS·j 

BURGLARY 

LARCENY 

FORGERY 

ROBBERY 

FORCIBLE RAPE 

DELIVERY OF MARIJUANA 

STOLEN PROPERTY 

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 

BAD O1ECkS 

DELIVERY OF NARCOTICS 

ILLEGAL WEAPONS 

DELIVERY OF MISCEL~~S DRUGS 

~!URDER/MANSLAUGirfER 

SEX OPFENSE AGAINST JUVENILE 

DRIVI~G UNDER INFLUENCE 

ARSON 

H-IBEZZLEMENT 

CRIMES AGAINST PROPERTY 

CRIl>IES AGAINST PERSONS 

CO~TROLLED SUBSTANCES 

DRIVING UNDER INFLUENCE 

ALL FELONIES 

CRIl>1ES AGAINST PROPERTY 

POSSESSION OF ~IISC. DRUGS 

OTIIER .-\SSAULTS 

POSSESSION OF MARIJUA.~ 

DRIVING UNDER INFLUENCE 

ALL 1-!ISDENEA''lClRS 

ALL CRIMES 

Table 37 

CRIML"-'L CAREER OIARACTERISTICS 
OF Co.WICTED OFFENDERS 

1974~1976 

BY OFFENSE CATEGORY 

AGE AT 
TOTAL SEmE\'CING 

SE. ... ,'!'ENCED (mean) o.'lSET 

358 

100 

1336 

1072 

5<15 

362 

112 

217 

418 

324 

399 

67 

233 

165 

122 

49 

625 

48 

130 

4750 

1101 

470 

625 

7495 

699 

131 

63 

1016 

1306 

3866 

11,361 
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21.8 

23.0 

21.8 

23.0 

24.4 

23.3 

25.9 

22.4 

24.1 

27.6 

28.8 

26.0 

28.9 

24.0 

30.1 

37.0 

40.1 

25.2 

30.6 

23.6 

26.6 

23.5 

40.1 

25.8 

22.7 

22.0 

25.7 

21.1 

35.3 

27.6 

26.4 

17.8 

18.8 

1i.l 

18.8 

19.6 

17.5 

19.2 

19.1 

19.5 

21.0 

22.9 

19.2 

21.3 

19.3 

24.5 

30.4 

28.5 

19.1 

26.4 

19.0 

20.4 

19.2 

28.5 

20.2 

19.9 

19,4 

19.8 

18.9 

30,4 

23.7 

21.4 

L""RDIINAL CAREER 

.J.O 

4.2 

4.7 

4.2 

4.8 

5.8 

6.7 

3.3 

'4.6 

6.6 

5.9 

6.8 

7.6 

4.7 

5.6 

6.6 

1l.6 

6.1 

4.2 

4.7 

6.2 

4.3 

11.6 

5.6 

2.8 

2.6 

5.9 

2.2 

4.9 

3.9 

5.0 

8.0 

i.9 

8.0 

6.0 

6.8 

7.9 

8.1 

3.9 

5.3 

7.5 

6.6 

7.2 

8.0 

4.4 

6.1 

5.9 

10.2 

5.1 

2.7 

6.8 

6.8 

4.6 

10.2 

7.0 

5.4 

4.1 

7.5 

2.8 

3.2 

4.1 

6.0 

':.tlO 

1.87 

1. 70 

1.42 

1.4l 

1.36 

1.21 

1.19 

1.15 

1.14 

1.12 

1.06 

1.05 

0.94 

0.89 

0.89 

0.87 

0.84 

0.64 

1.45 

1.09 

1.06 

0.87 

1.24 

1.93 

1.58 

1.27 

1.27 

0.65 

1.05 
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age at onset. Of course, for offenders with no prior arrests, 
age at onset is defined as the age at arrest on the current 
offense. 

2) LENGTH - This refers to the span of years from the point of 
first arrest to the time of sentencing on the current offense, 
and is measured as the difference in the age at sentencing 
(curr~nt) and the age at first arrest. Again, figures are 
expressed as averages (means). Criminal career length is 
given as zero if the offender has no prior arrests. 

3) VOLUME - Criminal career volume is defined as a measure of the 
tota 1 volume of bri or cri mi na 1 i nvo 1 vement of the offende}~, 
and is measured y assigning 1 point for each prior arrest, 1 
pOint for each prior conviction, and 1 point for each prior 
incarceration, with both juvenile and adult involvements 
represented. As before, figures are expressed as averages 
(means) for the particular group of offenders considered. 
Volume is rated as zero if there are no prior arrests, convic
tions or incarcerations. 

4) INTENSITY - This refers to the degree of intensity or frequency 
of criminal involvement between the offender's first arrest 
and the current date of sentencing, and is measured by dividing 
the measure VOLUME by the measure LENGTH to obtain involvements 
per year since first arrest. This is not necessarily the same 
result as would be obtained by taking the average (mean) value 
of INTENSITY for the group. The latter figure, which does not 
appear in the table, would necessitate rating the career 
intensity of an offender with no prior involvements, which is 
technically undefined. 

Example 1 - Offender Calculation 

John Doe is 25 years old at current sentencing on a robbery 
charge. He was first arrested at age 15 and has 6 prior 
arrests, 2 prior convictions, and 1 prior incarceration. 

ONSET= 15 = AGE AT FIRST ARREST 
LENGTH = 25-15 = 10 = ONSET - AGE AT SENTENCING 
VOLUME = 6+2+1 = 9 = ARRESTS + CONVICTIONS + INCARCERATIONS 
INTENSITY= 9/10 = 0.90 = VOLUME/LENGTH 
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Example 2 - Group Calculation 

Burglars as in Table 37 average 21.8 years of age at sentencing. 
They average 17.1 years of age at first arrest and have on the 
average 4.23 prior arrests, 2.40 prior convictions, and 1.43 
prior incarcerations. 

ONSET = 17.1 = AVERAGE AGE AT FIRST ARREST 
LENGTH = 21.8-17.1,= 4.7 = ONSET - AVERAGE AGE AT SENTENCING 
VOLUME -= 4.23 + 2.40 + 1.43 = 8.0 = AVERAGE OF (AHRESTS + 

CONVICTIONS + INCARCERATIONS) 
INTENSITY = 8.0/4.7 = 1.70 = VOLUME/LENGTH 
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CHAPTER X 

ADULT CORRECTIONAL POPULATIONS 

The purpose behind Chapter X is to give a statistical overview of adult 
correctional populations in Iowa, including the number of offenders in 
various programs and facilities, and the nature of the crimes for which 
they are serving time. Offenders represented here include those supervised 
by the Iowa Department of Social Services and by local JUdicial District 
Departments of Correctional Services. Offenders convicted in Iowa but 
supervised in other states are not represented. 

ACTIVE CORRECTIONAL POPULATIONS 

Table 38 gives a simple overview of the number of offenders active in 
the various adult correctional programs in the State of Iowa as of 
November 30, 1978. Figures were taken from movement summaries for 
November completed by the respective agencies administering these programs. 
Note that the total figure for offenders active under local corrections 
departments includes those active on pre-trial release. All other figures 
in the table reflect convicted offenders or offenders on probation with 
deferred judgments. In all cases, offenders are supervised and/or are 
included on an active caseload for the program as of November 30. 

FY 1978 POPULATIONS 

Table 39 provides information on the offense for which offenders were 
serving time in the various adult correctional programs in Iowa during 
FY 1978. In this table, attention is restricted to post-conviction 
programs, i.e., no figures on pre-trial releasees are presented (see 
Table 12). The column labeled TOTAL POPULATION AT RISK represemts the 
sum of all columns preceding it, and reflects the total volume of offenders 
under some form of release condition. For any single program indicated, 
the table gives the total number of offenders having had contact with 
the program, including new admissions during the fiscal year and carry
overs from the previous year. 

The information in Table 39 was taken from the 1977-1978 community-based 
corrections data system, and from the FY 1974-FY 1978 institutional data 
system, both currently maintained by the Division of Adult Corrections 
of the Iowa Department of Social Services. Corrections were made for 
under-reporting so as to allow the total figures appearing at the bottom 
of the table to agree with figures taken from movement summaries. 

PRISON POPULATION 

Table 40 provides a one-page overview of the prison population in Iowa, 
with figures broken down by offense category and resident institution. 
The column RIVERVIEW RELEASE CENTER includes offenders under the Prisoner 
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Table 38 

ADULT CORRECTIONAL POPULATIONS IN IOWA 
NOVEMBER 30, 1978 

ADULT corumCl'IONAL INSTITUTIONS 
DUPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES 2124 

STATE PENITENTIARY - FORT ~1ADISON ~------------------------------- 716 

BENNETT CORRECTIONAL CENTER - FORT MADISON ----------------------- 162 

MEN'S REFORMATORY - ANAMOSA -------------------------------------- 698 

MEDIUM SECURITY UNIT - MOUNT PLEASANT .. --------------------------- 132 

WOMEN'S REFOR~TORY - ROCKWELL CITY ------------------------------ 76 

SECURITY MEDICAL FACILITY - OAKDALE ---------------------"'-------- 91 

RIVERVIEW RELEASE CENTEP. - NEWTON -------------------------------- 88 

HALFWAY HOUSES (STATE JURISDICTION) ------------------------------ 161 

PAROLE/INTERSTATE COMPACT SERVICES (DSS) 1091 

PAROLE (IOWA) ---------------------------------------------------- 653 

Orrr-OF-STATE CASES (SUPERVISION IN IOWA) ------------------------- 438 

PRE-INSTITIITIONAL CORRECTIONS 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT DEPARTMENTS OF CORRECTIONAL SERVICES 9828 

PROBATION --------------------------------------------------------7115* 

RESIDENTIAL CORRECTIONS ------------------------------------------ 248 

PRE-TRIAL RELEASE WI1B SERVICES ------- .. -------------------------- 834 

PRE-TRIAL RELEASE ON RECOGNIZANCE --------------------------------1631 

*Approximate1y 22% of probation cases are 
under the Alcohol Safety Action Program (ASAP). 
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Table 39 

AOOtT CORRECTIONAL POPULATIONS I~ I()\\'A* 
I'Y 1978 

IW om~;sr; C\TE(X)RY 

.\LC0I1Ol, llJ~'i1l11:.''''Tl \1, 
S,\H:W ,\CT lIJf~ 

1'ItOD'\TW~' I'IUXIWI ,:oruU:GTIONS 

1'IlISONI:lt 
1~\PUW"U~'fI' 

I'ItlYJRJV.t 

fORClBU: RAP.!! 2i 

IlDlltlERY 110 

AGCRAVATfJ) ASSAlJLT 170 

OIlIER ASSA1JLTS 55 

SEX OFFENSES 

ILLEGAL W£':APONS 191 

ARSON 61 

VANDALIS>I 252 

IlURtiI.ARY 908 

1069 

~mOR VEHICLE l1iEFT 263 

Sf OLEN PROPEJ1T't' 388 

FORGERY 362 

!lAD QlECKS/FRAUD 600 

smEZZJ.FNEi'IT 139 

CONTROLLED sunSfA.'1CES 1098 

DRIVING UNDER INFLUENCE 1987 

CO>NERCL~ VICE 24 

011iER CRIMES AGAINSf PERSONS 64 

CONSPIRACY 76 

43 

011iER MOTOR VEHICLE OFFENSES 120 

CRIl-tES AGAINSf PUBLIC JUSfICE 126 
Al'ID AUlllORITY 

011iER PROPERTY ClU}tES ::76 

OTIIER eRn-IES 531 

ALL eRIl-IES 90il 

1 7 1 

o 1 

o 12 12 

o 14 2 

o o o 

o 12 o 

3 13 1 

o 6 o 

21 15 o 

o 112 23 

3 87 13 

1 33 6 

o 28 4 

1 36 14 

o 2S 

o 7 o 

o -:.7 6 

3122 50 1 

o 2 o 

o 3 o 

o 3 3 

5 o o 

10 4 o 

2 9 2 

3 15 1 

9 11 o 

3181 563 96 

IL'l.F\'I,W 
1 lOOSES 

11 

9 

51 

12 

o 

8 

10 

4 

5 

92 

39 

. 19 

:w 

25 

16 

2 

19 

9 

2 

o 

4 

1 

1 

16 

9 

8 

392 

*Total number of adults involved in a correctional program during fiscal year 1978. 
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J'AHOLH AT It I SK 

45 111, 

VI 53 

118 303 

34 232 

o 55 

17 122 

23 241 

14 85 

15 308 

226 1361 

147 1358 

27 349 

48 488 

90 528 

80 727 

19 167 

121 1301 

16 5185 

3 31 

4 71 

12 98 

5 54 

5 140 

37 229 

31 335 

81 640 

1236 14,539 

I 
:>1:\1"1: I 

PRISONS 

,H 

" I 
167 

432 I 
124 

o I 
52 

46 I 
23 I 
21 

612 I 
292 

126 I 
90 

215 I 
124 I 

18 

129 I 
83 

2 I 
i I 

26 

o I 
5 

41 I 
9 

145 I 
3011 I 

I 
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00 
U1 
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OFFENSE 
CATEGORY 

MURDER/W~SLAUGHTER 

FORCIBLE RAPE 

ROBBERY 

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 

SEX. OFFENSES 

ILLEGAL WEAPONS 

ARSON 

VANDALISM 

BURGLARY 

LARCE1W 

MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT 

STOLEN PROPERTY 

PAPER CRIMES 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 

Table 40 

PRISON POPULATION IN IOWA - December 31, 1978 
BY OFFENSE CATEGORY AND RESIDENT INSTITUTION 

ALL STATE BENNETT MEN'S MEDIUM 
INSTI'IUTIONS PENITENTIARY C~~R REFORMl\TORY SE~~TY 

237 

139 

412 

S2 

39 

30 

24 

11 

437 

198 

74 

45 

240 

(2 

133 

53 

166 

19 

23 

12 

3 

121 

56 

7 

13 

58 

9 

24 

17 

32 

3 

4 

4 

2 

1 

34 

17 

3 

41 

50 

136 

22 

11 

11 

11 

3 

o 

o 

1 

o 

o 

o 

1 

2 

41 

20 

11 

3 

20 

ALL CRIMES NOT LISTED ABOVE 99 30 

4 

24 

3 

8 

162 

63 

41 

17 

63 

22 

29 

15 

8 

ALL CRIMES 2099 707 180 682 122 

WOMEN'S 
REFORM

ATORY 

12 

o 

6 

2 

o 

o 

3 

1 

7 

7 

2 

2 

25 

2 

3 

72 

SECURITY RIVERVIEW 
MEDICAL RELEASE 
FACILITY CENTER 

14 

11 

20 

5 

o 

3 

1 

o 

11 

6 

2 

o 

8 

o 

5 

86 

13 

8 

51 

1 

1 

o 

3 

o 

61 

29 

8 

6 

42 

11 

16 
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Employment Program (PEP) and offenders in state halfway houses. The 
column MEDIUM SECURITY UNIT refers to the medium security prison on the 
grounds of the Mount Pleasant Mental Health Institute. The Bennett 
Correctional Center is a medium security faci1it,Y outside the walls at 
the Fort Madison Penitentiary. 

RECEIVING INSTITUTIONS FOR MEN 

Historically, the Men's Reformatory at Anamosa has served as a receiving 
institution for young (under 30) property offenders, while the State 
Penitentiary has served mainly older (over 30) offenders and younger 
violent offenders. Table 41 presents a brief overview of the placement 
of convicted male offenders in these two facilities during 1974-1976. 
Attention is restricted to those offenders committed directly by district 
court judges in the state during that period, i.e., probation and parole 
violators are not represented. 

As indicated in the table, the majority of male offenders directly 
committed to prison by the courts in Iowa are placed in the Men's Reformatory. 
This is due primarily to the age distribution of the convicted offender 
population in Iowa and to the predominance of property offenders among 
the younger group of inmates. The situation reflected in Table 41 has 
not changed appreciably since the opening of the Medium Security Unit at 
Mount Pleasant and the Bennett Correctional Center; this since these two 
facilities do not serve as direct sentencing alternatives for judges. 
The Mount Pleasant facility receives its population primarly as tl~ansfers 
from the Men's Reformatory. Similarly, the Bennett Correctional Center 
receives inmates transferred from inside the walls at the Penitentiary. 

It should be noted that although the majority of males committed to 
prison in recent: years have been sent to the Men's Reformatory, a significant 
number of these offenders have subsequently been transferred to the 
State Penitentiary. This becomes apparent from examination of Table 40 
and of Fi gure 31 iii Chapter XV. 
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Table 41 

RECEIVING INSTITUTION 
MALES COMMITTED DIRECTLY TO PRISON DURING 1974-1976-

BY OFFENSE CATEGORY 

OPFENSE TOTAL MEN'S STATI: 
CATEGORY CCMMI'l1'llD IHllliCTLY REFORMATORY PEN.! '1'1 IN'l'IARY 

DRIVING UNDER INFLUENCE 23 13% 87% 

MURDER/MANSLAUGHTER 82 26% 749.; 

SEX OFFENSE AGAINST JUVENILE 23 30% 70% 

STOLEN PROPERTY 54 54% 46% 

ILLEGAL WEAPONS 25 56% 44% 

FORCIBLE RAPE 79 59% 41% 

FORGERY/BAD CHECKS 91 59% 41% 

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 99 63% 37% 

LARCENY 134 66% 34% 

ROBBERY 1 230 70% 30% 

BURGLARY 236 72% 28% 

MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT 78 76% 24% 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 149 81% 19% 
-------------.-------------------------------
CRIMES AGAINST PEP~ONS 513 58% 42% 

CRIMES AGAINST PROPERTY 658 66% 34% 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 149 81% 19% 

ALL CRIMES 1501 62% 38% 
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CHAPTER XI 

PROBATION 

As indicated bY sentencing statistics appearing in Chapters VII and VIII 
and by correctiona1 popuiation statistics in the last chapter, many more 
criminal offenders in Iowa are placed on probation after conviction than 
are incarcerated. According to Table 32 in Chapter VIII, 58.5% of 
felony offenders sentenced by the district courts in Iowa during 1974-
1977 were placed on straight probation, and another 12.0% in local 
correctional or detention facilities (often as a condition of probation). 
Just 17.7% were committed to adult correctional institutions in the 
state, and just 25.7% were incarcerated for any length of time whatsoever 
by the courts. 

With this heavy reliance on the use of probation for convicted offenders, 
it is vital to understand as much as possible about the adult probation 
system in Iowa. What happens to offenders placed on probation? How 
much supervision is offered? How long do offenders stay on probation? 
How many complete probation successfully? How many are charged with a 
new criminal offense during probation, and at what level of seriousness? 
Fortunately, qu&stions such as these can be answered readily and with a 
minimum of complication, which is the basic intent of this chapter. On 
the other hand, more involved pol'icy questions concerning the utility of 
the current reliance on probation involve a considerably deeper level of 
research and statistical analysis. A subsequent volume of this report 
will address these more involved and difficult questions about the 
probation system in Iowa. 

1EVELS OF SUPERVISION 
.. 

When an adult offender is placed on probation in the State of Iowa, he 
or she is assigned to a probation officer whose job it is to supervise 
the offender and to arrange for any supportive community services that 
might be indicated. When first contact is made with the probation 
officer a level of supervision is determined based on a number of factors 
such as risk of probation failure or danger to the community, the geogra
phical location of the offender, potential problems facing the offender, 
seriousness of the sentencing offense, the length of time to be served 
on probation, and needs to be met during the probation period. 

Levels of supervision assigned by probation officers are monitored by 
the Bureau of Community Correctional Services of the Social Services 
Division of Adult Corrections, and for this purpose are categorized as 
follows: 

1) PAPER CASELOAD - Client is simultaneously in another program 
or is out-of-state and is not actively supervised by the 
counselor or probation officer to whom assigned. 
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2) MINIMUM SUPERVISION - A minimum of one face-to-face contact 
with the probation officer once every three months. 

3) MEDIUM OR NORMAL SUPERVISION - A minimum of one face-to-face 
contact per month. 

4) MAXIMUM ON INTENSIVE SUPERVISION - A minimum of one face-to-
face contact per week. 

Table 42 presents an overview of supervision levels assigned to adult 
probationers during 1977 and 1978. The table does not represent all 
probation admissions for the two-year period due to infDrmation constraints 
in the data source. It roughly reflects admissions from April, 1977 
through September, 197'8, although the figures are not totally complete 
for this 18-month period. 

Information for Table 42 was drawn from the 1977-1978 community corrections 
data file maintained by the OBSCIS unit of the Social Services Division 
of Adult Corrections. Cases include those under the Alcohol Safety 
Action Program as well as those under normal Department of Correctional 
Services probation programs. 

TIME SERVED ON PROBATION 

Table 43 is a summary of the amount of time served on adult probation in 
the State of Iowa for those persons discharged from probation during 
1974-1976. Again, the total of cases in the table does not necessarily 
reflect the total number of offenders discharged from probation during 
the three-year period. 

The information on time served was taken from the 1974-1976 Bureau of 
Correctional Evaluation post-conviction data fne maintained by the 
Department of Social Services. Data on time served for probationers 
discharged during 1977-1978 is not currently available due to problems 
with the 1977-1978 community corrections data system. It is expected, 
however, that these problems will be overcome in the weeks ahead. 

VIOLATION OF PROBATION 

Tables 44 through 47 are concerned with 1) the rates at which probationers 
violate the terms of their probations (Table 44); 2) the degree of 
seriousness of violations (Tables 44 and 45); and 3) subsequent actions 
taken against violating probationers (Tables 46 and 47). 

The information in these tables was again taken from the 1974-1976 BCE 
post-conviction data file. As with Tables 42 and 43, the figures for 
total cases in these tables do not necessarily reflect the total volume 
of cases in the offender populations considered. 
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Table .t2 

SUPERVISION LEVELS ASSIGNED AT r:rrAKE 
AWLT PROBATIONERS 

19i7 -1978 
BY OFFENSE CATEGORY 

OFfENsa 
CATIiliORY 

~1URDER)NANSI.AlIGHfER 

fORCIBLE RAPE 

ROBBERY 

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 

OTIlER ASSAULTS 

<;SJ( OFFENSES 

ILLEGAL \'IEAPONS 

ARSON 

VANDALISM 

BURGLARY 

LARCE.'IY 

~mOR VEHICLE 11-IEFT 

SfOLE."I PROPERTY 

FORGERY 

BAD CHECKS7FRAUD 

e.!BEZ;:LEMEI'lT 

CONTROLLF~ SUBSfANCES 

DRIVING UNDER INFLUE."lCE 

Ga>MERCIAL VICE 

OIHER CRThrES AGAINST PERSONS 

CONSPIRACY 

TOTAL 
CASES 

28 

8 

55 

106 

37 

48 

120 

33 

191 

503 

595 

198 

245 

177 

385 

65 

783 

.t366 

6 

40 

41 

OTIffiR MORALS CRI~ 38 

OTHER ~KITOR VEHICLE OFFE'lSES 102 

CRIMES AGAINST PUBLIC JUSTICE AND .~. 65 

OTHER PROPERTY CRn-rES 194 

OTHER CRIMES 

CRn-rES AGAINST PERSONS 

CRn.!ES AGAINST PROPERTY 

CONI'ROLLEO SUBSf.-\NCES 

DRIVING UNDER INFLUE1'lCE 

ALL CRn-IES 

324 

322 

2586 

783 

4366 

8756 
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PAPER 
C\SELOAo 

3.6% 

0.0% 

5.5% 

3.8% 

2.7% 

12.5% 

8.3% 

9.1% 

5.2~ 

7.4% 

8.1% 

6.6% 

7.3% 

9.6% 

6 ',. 
,-~ 

7.7% 

6.0% 

0.0% 

2.5% 

9.8% 

7.9% 

2.9% 

6.2% 

3.1% 

2.2% 

5.0% 

7.0% 

6.0% 

2.9~ 

4.6% 

3.6% 

0.0% 

5.5% 

0.9% 

8.1% 

8.3% 

7.5% 

3.0% 

8.9% 

4.6% 

6.6% 

5.H 

3.7% 

5.H 

6.5% 

3.1~ 

11.9% 

25.3% 

0.0% 

7.5% 

9.8% 

23.7% 

6.9% 

6.2% 

7.2% 

6.2% 

4.7% 

5.8% 

11.9% 

25.3% 

16.1% 

SUPERVISION LEVEL 

NORW.L INTENSIVE 

67.9~ 25.0% 

75.0% 25.0% 

54.5% 34.5% 

71.7% 23.6% 

78.4% 10.8% 

50.0% 

70.0% 

78.8% 

72.3% 

66.89, 

70.4% 

71.2% 

75.1% 

70.6% 

71.7% 

75.4% 

71.1% 

63.7% 

66.7% 

50.0% 

73.2% 

52.6% 

76.5%, 

70.8% 

75.8% 

71.6% 

63.4% 

71.2% 

71.1% 

63.7% 

67.2% 

29.2% 

14.2% 

9.1% 

13.6% 

21.3% 

15.0% 

17.2% 

13.9% 

14.7% 

15.6% 

13.8% 

11.0% 

8.0% 

33.3% 

40.0% 

7.3% 

15.8% 

13.7% 

16.9% 

13.9% 

:!O.l% 

27.0% 

16.0% 

11.0% 

8.0% 

12.1% 

I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 

OFFE.'lSE 
CATEGORY 

~ruRDER)MANSLAUGHTER 

ARSON 

SEX OFFENSE AGAINST JUVENILE 

BAD CHECKS/FRAUD 

FORCIBLE RAPE 

FORGERY 

BURGLARY 

EMBE:ZLEMENT 

LARCENY 

ROBBERY· 

CONSPIRACY 

SfOLE.'l PROPERTY 

ILLEGAL WEAPONS 

~KITOR VEHICLE TIlEFT 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 

DRIVING UNDER INFLUENCE 

VANDALIS<I 

CRn.!ES AGAINST PERSONS 

CRThIES AGAINST PROPERTY 

CONTROLLED SUBSfANCES 

DRIVING UNDER INFLUENCE 

ALL FELONIES 

CRn.rES AGAINST PROPERTY 

COl\'TROLLEO SUBSfANCES 

DRIVING UNDER INFLUENCE 

CRn.!ES AGAINST PERSONS 

ALL mSDEMEANORS 

ALL CRn-IES 

--"'-----------

Table .l3 

TINE SERVED 0;'; ADULT PROBATlO:-: 
PRIOR TO DISCHARGE 

197 ~-1!l76 
BY OFFE.'<SE G.\TEGORY 

TOTAL mtmlS SERVED PRIOR TO DISCIL\RGE 
CASES O-b b-12 1~-18 HI-24 2·1+ 

19 10.3~ 20.7\ ~7.6% ~7.b~ 13.S~ 17.5 

14 21.4~ 14.3% 21.4% 21.4~ 21.4~ 17.0 

16.5 

16.3 

15.5 

22 13.6% 22.7% 31.8% 13.6% 18.2% 

143 13.3% 24.5% 27.3% 17.5% 17.5~ 

13 7.7% 38.5% 7.7% 30.8% 15.4% 

182 

414 

52 

413 

42 

41 

156 

98 

99 

193 

89 

232 

48 

246 

1548 

200 

232 

2458 

279 

762 

495 

60 

1799 

4257 

11.5% 29.1% 31.3~ 17.0% 11.0% 14.8 

14.5% 26.3% 31.9% 18.1% 9.2% i4.1 

15.4% 25.0% 40.4% 13.5% 5.8% 14.0 

15.3% 30.0% 31.2% 14.8% 8.7% 13.6 

11.9% 28.6% 35.7% 16.7% 7.1~ 13.5 

7.3% 34.1% 39.0% 12.2% 7.3% 13.4 

15.4% 31.4% 34.6% 12.8% 5.8% 13.3 

18.2% 29.3% 25.3% 18.2~ 9.g 12.8 

14.1% 35.4% 32.3% 8.1% 10.1% 12.6 

28.0% 24.4% 28.5% 9.8% . 9.3% 12.1 

10.1% 44.9% 25.8% 12.4% 6.7~ 11.9 

23.7% 31.9% 30.2% 10.8% 3.4% 11.4 

25.0% 39.6% 18.8% 10.4% 6.2\ 11.1 

11.0% 32.1% 29.7% 15.9% 11.4% 14.4 

14.n 29.6% 30.7% 15.4% 

27.5% 23.5% 29.5% 10.0% 

23.7% 31.9% 30.2% 10.8% 

16.4% 29.5% 30.1% 14.6% 

34.1% 39.8% 

34.9% 39.29, 

39.4% 38.4% 

45.0% 41. n 

37.4%- 39.0% 

25.3% 33.5% 

-91-

16.5% 

21.8% 

20.0% 

8.3% 

19.3% 

25.5% 

6.5% 

2.6% 

2.0% 

3.3% 

3.1% 

9.8% 

9.6% 

9.5% 

3.4% 

9.4% 

3.2% 

1.4% 

0.2% 

13.8 

12.3 

11.4 

13.4 

8.8 

8.8 

8.1 

1.7% 7.7 

1.2% 8.4 

6.0% 11.0 

18.; 

17.0 

16.9 

16.5 

16.8 

15.5 

14.9 

14.5 

14.0 

15.0 

14.6 

13.2 

13.8 

13.7 

12.8 

13.5 

11.9 

11.6 

15.5 

14.5 

13.0 

11.9 

14.2 

10.0 

9.3 

8.7 

8.4 

9.1 

12.1 

STD 
DE\' 

11.3 

8.9 

8.; 

9.0 

7.S 

8.~ 

7.S 

8.2 

7.2 

1.7 

7.0 

6.5 

7.0 

7.5 

8.0 

7.1 

6.7 

7.0 

8.3 

7.8 

8.1 

6.7 

7.9 

5.9 

5.4 

4.6 

5.8 

5.3 

7.4 



BASIC VIOLATION RATES 

Tables 44 and 45, which indicate rates of violation and the seriousness 
of violations, are based on the group of offenders leaving prob~tion by 
discharge, revocation, or absconsion during the period 1974-1976. 

Table 44 gives the percentage of offenders among this group who were 1) 
charged with new felonies, 2) charged with new misdemeanors, but not 
with new felonies, 3) charged with any new crimes, 4) revoked for new 
offenses (felonies or misdemeanors), 5) revoked for technical violations 
of the rules of probation, 6) revoked for any violations of probation, 
7) classified as absconders (left supervision without authority and not 
subsequently revoked before removed from caseload), and 8) violators of 
probation according to any of the above-mentioned types of violation. 

lable 45 is concerned with the seriousness of new charges against proba
tioners, and gives the percent of probationers who were charged with a 
new offense at each of five levels of seriousness. These percentages 
are non-overlapping, i.e., they represent the percent of probationers 
charged with a new offense at a certain seriousness level who were not 
charged with a more serious offense. Thus 5.7% of probationers were-
charged with a simple misdemeanor but not with a more serious offense. 
On the other end of the scale, 5.0% were charged with a Part I felony 
but not with a felony against persons, and 1.4% were charged with a 
felony against persons (no higher seriousness level). 

The last column of Table 45 gives a weighted new charge rate based on 
the total seriousness of new charges. It is defined with seriousness 
weights on a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 assigned to offenders with no 
more than a new simp'l Q mi sdemeanor and on up to 5 for offenders charged 
with a new felony against persons. The weighted rate is computed by 
summing the total weights for a particular group (offense category), 
dividing by both the number of offenders in the group and the average 
new charge rating for all offenders with new charges (= 2.66, i.e., 
average new charge is between indictable misdemeanor and Part II felony 
not against persons) and then expressing the result in percentage form. 
The weighted rate is defined in such a manner that it agrees, for the 
group of all probationers in the table, with the total new charge rate 
(22.1%). For any individual offense category, if the weighted rate is 
higher than the total neW charge rate, then new charges against offenders 
in the offense category are more serious than average, i.e., the average 
rating ;s greater than 2.66. Likewise, if the weighted rate is lower 
than the total new charge rate, then new charges are less serious than 
average, i.e., the average rating is less than 2.66. 
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OFFE.'SF. 
l:-\TEt;QRY 

ROBBERY 

~(ITOR VEHICLE '[HEFT 

BURGLARY 

FORGERY/BAD CHECKS 

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 

LARCENY 

VAl'IDALISM 

ILLEGAL WEAPO~S 

DELIVERY OF MISC. DRUGS 

srOLE..'1 PROPERTY 

DRIVING lJ}.'DER INFLUENCE 

~1ANSLA1JGHrER 

DELIVERY OF MARIJUANA 

&IBEZZLfl,lENT 

,B{ OFFE.'1SE AGAINST JUVENILE 

Table ·U 

!'ROBATIO~ VIOL\TIO:-i RATES 
1!P-I-EJ7() 

BY OFFF~SE C\TEGORV 

lUT\l. ~'EW .\RRI!;'1 let t\RGR 
C..\sES FELO:fi' ~tIS[). tM.U: 

5:-

153 

603 

.\32 

118 

533 

57 

117 

55 

186 

~61 

23.5~ 

.,.. ?(\ 
_,) .... >J 

21.5~ 

15.2% 

15.0% 

8.8~ 

13.7% 

6.4% 

8.0% 

- .. ",I 
,""l • .) d 

10.3~ 

9.3~ 30.8% 

14.-1% 29.713 

10.2\ :!5.1~ 

10.6% 19.3% 

6.9% 

13.7% 20.0% 

9.2~ 17.2% 

9.2~ 5.8% 14.9% 

27 3.7% 11.1% 14.8% 

146 8.3% 4.8% 13.0~ 

57 8.9% 0.0% B.9~ 

22 4.5% 4.5% 9.1% 

1.., ..,11 
• ~ • ,J 

:3.0~ 

20.3t 

19.2t 

13.4% 

12.St 

5.3" 

8.6% 

4.3% 

9.6% 

-1.3% 

O.O~ 

4.S~ 

7.1'0 

0.0% 

... O~. 

S.O~ 

1.9% 

0.0% 

1.7t 

2.1% 

1.9% 

0.0% 

O.O~ 

0.0% 

3ll.1~ 

2S.2~ 

16.9% 

14.3% 

5.3% 

10.3(; 

6.3~ 

11.8~ 

6.U 

0.0% 

6.2'1; 

1.8% 

0.0% 

1'Ol'.\L 
Vttlt. \I' InN 

\\lSm>;llt:H l(.\ II 

4.0~ 

S.l's 
5.1% 

7.0% 

1. 7% 

l.U 

2.n 
1.9% 

0.0% 

O.ot 

0.0% 

0.0% 

40.8~ 

38.4% 

3'\.7~ 

22.n 

20.4% 

17.2% 

14.8% 

14.4% 

10.5~ 

9.H 

----------------------------------------------------------

CRIMES AGAINST PROPERTY 

CRIMES AGAINST PERSONS 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 

DRIVING UNDER INFLUENCE 

ALL FELONIES 

CRIl-lES AGAINST PROPERTY 

CRDIES AGAINST PERSONS 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 

DRIVING lJ}.DER L'lFLUENCE 

ALL :>IISDBIEANORS 

ALL CRDlES 

2156 18.2~ 9.4% 27.6% 

242 14.0% 12.0% 26.0~ 

214 10.7% 4.7% 15.4% 

261 9.2% 5.8% 14.9% 

3504 15.5% 9.7% 25.2% 

393 11.5% 14.0% 25.4% 

59 6.8% 13.6% 20.3% 

879 6.4% 10.4% 16.8% 

575 3.3% 6.0% 9.2% 

1910 6.6% 9.8% 16.4% 

5414 12.4% 9.8% 22.1~ 
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16.0% 3.6% 19.6% 

11.6% 3.n 15.3% 

5.H 

4.3% 1.9% 6.1% 

13.2% 3.4% 16.6% 

12.7'; 4.1% 16.8% 

11.9% 1.7% 13.6% 

5.2% 2.0% 7.3% 

4.0~ 0.5% 4.5% 

6.6% 2.0% 8.6% 

10.9% 2.9% 13.B% 

3.8% 

3.7% 

0.5% 

1.9%, 

3.3% 

4.1% 

5.H 

1.6% 

0.5% 

1.9% 

2.8% 

33.5% 

33.1% 

17.3% 

17.2% 

30.5% 

32.3% 

25.4% 

19.7% 

10.1% 

19.6% 

26.6% 



OFFENSE 
CATEGORY 

BURGLARY 

J.1CYf()R VEH!l,;J.J3 nlEFT 

r<OBBERY 

FORGERY/BAD QlEClIS 

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 

LARCENY 

ILLEGAL WEAPONS 

DELIVERY OF ~IISC. DRUGS 

VA"'OALIa.1 

STOLEN PROPERTY 

DRIVING UNDER INfLUENCE 

ENBEZ::WIENT 

DELIVERY OF ~IARIJUANA 

~tANSLAlJGHTER 

SEX OFFB~SE AGAINsr JUVENILE 

CRn-IES AGAINST PROPERTY 

CRIMES AGAINST PERSONS 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 

DRIVING lJ!.<'OER INfLUENCE 

ALL FELONIES 

CRn.!ES AGAINSf PROPERTY 

CRn.IES AGAINSf PERSONS 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 

DRIVING tmDER INFLUENCE 

ALL MISDEl-IEA"lORS 

ALL eRn-IES 

------ -,," 

T!tb.1,(! 15 

~"W CIWWES ,\G\INS-r .IJ.lULT PROBATIONERS 
~IOSf SERIOUS ;\'l:1~ CHARGE 

1974-1976 

tCYfAL 
CASES 

603 

153 

57 

432 

va 
533 

117 

55 

57 

186 

261 

57 

146 

27 

22 

2100 

260 

214 

261 

3504 

393 

59 

879 

575 

1910 

5414 

BY QFFa~SE C\TEGORY 

~lOsr SERIOUS ~'l CHARGE 

FELONY ~'OT 
Sn-IPLE IMJICfABLE AGAIl'lSf PERSONS 

FELO~i' 
NIf. 

MISDE!-!EANOR ~IISDENEANOR PART 11 PART I PERSONS 

5.S~ 

5.9% 

7.0\ 

5.6% 

11.0~ 

3.6% 

5.3% 

2.2% 

5.0% 

0.0% 

2.7% 

11.H 

4.5% 

5.H 

8.7% 

2.8% 

5.0% 

S.7% 

9.4% 

10.2% 

4.8% 

3.7% 

5.5% 

S.i~ 

4.St 

3.3% 

5.3~ 

3.n 
3.4% 

4.9% 

2.6\ 

1.8% 

5.3% 

0.8% 

O.O~ 

2.1% 

O.O~ 

0.0% 

4.4% 

3.3% 

1.9% 

0.8% 

4.0% 
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3.4% 

5.6% 

2.3% 

4.3% 

4.1% 

6.6% 13.:n 3.3t 

7.8% 15.0% 0.7\ 

8.8\ 7.0% 5.3\ 

13.0% 6.0% 2.5% 

4.2~ 2.5% 8.5% 

0.8% 

4.3t 

7.3% 6.9% 

7.7% 1.7% 

5.5% 5.5% 1.8% 

5.3~ 3.5% 0.0% 

0.5% 

0.4% 

3.2% 4.3% 

B.O% 0.8~ 

1.8% 

5.5% 

0.0% 

4.5% 

7.8% 

5.0% 

7.0% 

8.0% 

7.2% 

4.6% 

3.4% 

3.8% 

2.8% 

3.n 

6.0% 

5.3% 1.8% 

2.U 0.7% 

0.0% 3.7% 

0.0% 0.0% 

8.8% 1.9% 

2.9% 6.2% 

2.8% 0.9~ 

0.8% o.·a 

6.4% 2.0% 

6.4% 0.5% 

1.7% 1.7% 

1.9% 0.7% 

0.2% 0.3% 

:.4% 0.5% 

5.0% 1.4% 

, 

1UrAL 
CHARGED 

33.5% 

32.7% 

53.3% 

30.8% 

29.7% 

25.1% 

20.5% 

18.2% 

19.3% 

17.2% 

14.9~ 

8.8% 

13.0% 

14.8% 

9.1% 

28.1% 

26.0% 

15.4% 

14.9% 

25.3% 

25.4% 

20.3% 

16.i% 

9.2% 

16.4% 

~2.H 

II'EIGl-ITED 
RATE 

39.2\ 

37.4\ 

36.9% 

33.3% 

31.2\ 

25.8% 

22.8% 

20.5% 

17.2% 

17.2% 

13.4% 

13.2% 

13.1% 

H.n 
6.8% 

30.8~ 

27 .4% 

16.3% 

13.4~ 

26.6% 

22.7% 

15.9% 

14.4% 

7.1% 

13.9% 

22.1% 
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Example 1 - OVerall Seriousness RatJn[ 

The computation of the average new charge rating of 2.66 proceeded as follows: 

1 ) 
2) 
3) 
4) 
5) 
6) 
7) 
8) 

9) 

5414 cases in table, 
5.7% = 306 with new simple misdemeanors (rating = 1), 
4.1% = 222 with new indictable misdemeanor (rating = 2), 
6.0% = 323 with new Part II felony not against persons (rating = 3), 
5.0% = 269 with new Part I felony not against persons (rating = 4), 
1.4% = 78 with new felony against persons (rating = 5). 
22.1% = 1198 with any new charge (rating = 1 to 5). 
TOTAL NEW CHARGE RATING= 
306(1) + 222(2) + 323(3) + 269(4) + 78(5) = 3185 
AVERAGE NEW CHARGE RATING = 3185/1198 = 2.66 

Example 2 - Calculation of Weighted Rate 

The computation of the Weighted new charge rate of 39.2% for burglars it! Table 
45 proceeded as follows: 

1) 
2) 
3) 
4) 
5) 
6) 
7) 

8) 

603 cases in table, 
5.8% = 35 with new simple misdemeanor, 
4.5% ~ 27 with new indictable misdemeanor, 
6.6% = 40 with new Part II felony not against persons, 
13.3% = 80 with new Part I felony not against persons, 
3.3% = 20 with new felony against persons. 
TOTAL NEW CHARGE RATING = 
35(1) + 27(2) + 40(3) + 80(4) + 20(5) = 629 
WEIGHTED NEW CHARGE RATE = (629/603 x 2.66) x 100% = 39.2% 

NOTE For the total group of 5414 probationers, 
WEIGHTED NEW CHARGE RATE = (3185/5414 x 2.66) x 100% = 22.1% = TOTAL NEW 
CHARGE RATE 

The offense categories in Table 45 are ordered according to the weighted 
new charge rate since this meaSUI"e represents, better than any others in 
the table, both the frequency and seriousness of new charges. 

REVOCATION RATES FOR THOSE CHARGED 

Table 46 reflects the decision to revoke or not for the group of 1198 
probationers charged with new offenses in Table 45. From Table 46 we 
see that 49.2% = 589 of the 1198 had their probations revoked. Most of 
the rest (544 = 45.4% of 1198) were discharged from probation, while an 
additional 65 = 5.4% were classified as absconders. 
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Table 46 

REVOCATION RATES 
FOR PROBATIONERS WITH NEW CHARGES 

BY SERIOUSNESS OF THE MOST SERIOUS S~ITENCING OFFENSE 
AND OF THE MOST SERIOUS NEW CHARGE 

1974-1976 

NEW NEW 
SENTENCING NEW NEW FELONY NOT FELONY ANY 

SIMPLE INDICTABLE AGAINST PERSONS AGAINST NEW NEV NEW OFFENSE MISDEMEANOR MISDEMEANOR PART II PART I PERSONS MISDEMEANOR FELONY CHARGE 

SIMPLE MISDEMEANOR 40.4% 52.9% 50.0% 66.7% 66.7% 43.5% 59.4% 48.5% 

INDICTABLE MISDEMEANOR 18.2% 33.3% 52.2% 63.6% 90.9% 25.7% 59.7% 39.8% 

, 
~ FELONY NOT AGAINST PERSONS - 26.0% 19.2% 56.2% 76.2% 66.7% 23.2% 62.9% 48.7% 0\ , 

PART II 

FELONY NOT AGAINST PERSONS - 19.4% 39.7% 70.3% 74.3% 72.0% 28.5% 72.7% 57.8% 
PART I 

FELONY AGAINST PERSONS 14.3% 37.5% 33.3% 85.7% 80.0% 20.7% 64.7% 44.4% 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MISDEMEANOR 26.4% 36.5% 51.8% 64.4% 85.7% 30.7% 59.6% 42.0% 

FELONY 21. 7% 30.5% 60.4% 75.2% 71.9% 25.4% 67.9% 52.8% 

~" 

ALL CRIMES 23.9% 33.3% 58.2% 72.9% 74.4% 27.8% 66.0% 49.2% 

-------------------
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The percentage of those with new charges who had their probations revoked 
is broken down in Table 46 according to both the ;;eriousness level of 
the most serious new charge and according to the seriousness level of 
the most serious offense for which the offender was originally sentenced. 
The five seriousness categories discussed in the last section are 
applied again in this context. 

OFFENDERS COMMITTED AS PROBATION VIOLATORS 

Table 47 repreSQDts the last of the information on recorded probation 
violation rates g1ven in this volume of the report. The table indicate~ 
simply the percentage of felony probationers, among those discharged, 
revoked or absconding, who were subsequently sent to prison in Iowa as a 
probation violators. According to the table, 10.9% of felony probationers 
moved on to prison in this manner. 

Since, according to Table 44, 16.6% of felony probationers had their 
probations revoked, it follows that 16.6% - 10.9% = 5.7% were placed in 
a county jailor other local facili~1 upon revocation of probation. 

ADULT PROBATION RISK RATINGS 

The final table in this chapter (Table 48) is a form of application of 
statistics on probation violation rates appearing in this report. The 
table does not concern actual violation measures of flesh-and-blood 
offenders, but rather indicates ratings of offenders according to past 
violation rates for offenders with similar characteristics. 

The population of offenders represented in this table includes all 
felony offenders sentenced to cOr'rections programs in Iowa during 1974-
1976, which is the same as the population of felons studied in Chapter 
IX on offender profiles. This population, of course, includes offenders 
sentenced to incarceration and to community residential programs, in 
addition to offenders placed on straight probation (none with fines 
alone). 

The technique of rating offenders as in Table 48 is based on a risk 
assessment technique developed by the authors, which will be discussed 
in detail in a subsequent report from SAC. The only aspect of the 
rating technique that needs be understood to comprehend the meaning of 
Table 48 is that the method of rating is structured to be independent of 
the sentencing decisions of judges. In other words, as is indicated in 
Table 48, the group of all car-thieves sentenced during 1974-1976 was 
overall of higher risk for probation placement than was the group of all 
robbers, check writers, etc., and so on down the line. The ratings in 
the table serve only to order and differentiate the relative risk levels 
of offenders in the various offense categories, and (at least at this 
time) have no direct interpretation as violation rates. 
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Table 47 

FELONY PROBAT:DNERS SENT TO PRISON 
FOR PROBkTION VIOLATION 

1974-1976 
BY OFFENSE CATEGORY 

OFFENSE 
CATEGORY 

MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT 

BURGLARY 

FORGERY/BAD CflliCKS 

ROBBERY 

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 

LARCENY 

STOLEN PROPERTy 

ARSON/VANDALISM 

EMBEZZLEMENT 

ILLEGAL WEAPONS 

FORCIBLE RAPE/MURDER/MANSLAUGHTER 

DRIVING UNDER INFLUENCE 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 

SEX OFFENSE AGAINST JUVENILE 

CRIMES AGAINST PROPERTY 

CRIMES AGAINST PERSONS 

DRIVING UNDER INFLUENCE 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 

ALL CRIMES 

LEAVING 
PROBATION 

170 

617 

457 

64 

130 

517 

193 

77 

58 

122 

46 

265 

231 

22 

2584 

262 

265 

231 

3342 
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SENT TO 
PRISON 

20.0% 

17.1% 

15.5% 

14.1% 

10.8% 

9.2% 

7.8% 

7.8% 

6.9% 

6.6% 

6.5% 

3.4% 

3.0% 

0.0% 

12.5% 

10.0% 

3.4% 

3.0% 

10.9% 

II 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
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OFFENSE 
CATEGORY 

MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT 

BURGLARY 

ROBBERY 

FORGERY/BAD CHECKS 

ARSON 

LARCENY 

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 

MURDER/MANSLAUGHTER 

FORCIBLE RAPE 

VANDALISM 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 

ILLEGAL WEAPONS 

STOLEN PROPERTY 

Table 48 <f 

IOWA ADULT PROBATION RlsK RATINGS 
FELONS SENTENCED DUP1~~G 1974~1976 

BY OF~~~S~t«fEGORY 

TOTAL 
SENTENCED 

358 

1336 

362 

924 

48 

1072 

324 

122 

112 

100 

449 

233 

418 

DRIVING UNDER INFLUENCE 625 

SEX OFFENSE AGAINST JUVENILE 49 

EMBEZZLFMENT 130 

PROBATION 
RXSK RATING 

46% 

45% 

38% 

34% 

34% 

34% 

30% 

29% 

28% 

26% 

23% 

20% 

17% 

10% 

8% 

----------------- --------------------
CRIMES AGAINST PROPERTY 

CRIMES AGAINST PERSONS 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 

DRIVING UNDER INFLUENCE 

ALL CRIMES 
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CHAPTER XII 

PRISON RELEASE RATES AND TIME SERVED 

In keeping with the system flow ordering of chapters in this report, we 
next address the topic of time served in adult correctional institutions, 
including data on past average term lengths and on the rates at which 
offenders \'/ho enter prison are subsequently released. Information is 
presented in enough detail to allow an appreciation of so-called "typical" 
lengths of stay in prison and of the major factors that affect these 
1 engths of stay. 

All information on past time-served averages and release rates as presented 
in this chapter is based on offender experiences prior to the advent of 
the neW criminal code in January of 1978. As a result, the figures 
presented here should be taken as primarily historical measures of 
lengths of stay in Iowa prisons and not as expectations for future time 
served, since the new code contains a number of features governing term 
length that differ substantially from provisions of the old code. 

DATA SOURCES 

The information presented in this chapter was gleaned from the FY 1974 -
FY 1978 institutional data file of the Social Services Division of Adult 
Corrections. No information was taken from the OBSCIS institutional 
files, as these files were not available until July of 1978. 

A WORD OF CAUTION 

Although the Iowa Board of Parole holds much of the responsibility for 
term-setting in the prison system in Iowa, it is a mistake to attribute 
specific patterns or features ,of past time served in the state solely to 
Board policy. In fact, much of the observed variation in past lengths 
of stay is dictated by provisions of the Code of Iowa that specify 
statutory 1 imitations on time served. -----

Both the maximum indeterminate sentence specified by law, which sets the 
upper bound on lengths of stay, and good and honor time provisions, 
which further reduce the maximum period of confinement, are responsible 
for much of the past observed variation. Board pollcy extends or limits 
these statutory provisions based on institutional behavior, offender 
history, offense severity and other factors not directly associated with 
the sentence imposed. 

In some instances in this chapter, statistics are presented in enough 
detail to separate the roles of the criminal code and the Board of 
Parole as term-setting agents, and in other cases not, A report concern-
1ng the major factors affecting time served and how they interrelate, is 
1n preparation by SAC as a prelude to discussion of a possible parole 
guidelines system for the State of Iowa. 
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RELEASE RATES 

Table 49 and Figures 6 though 12 display results of a follow-up study of 
offenders committed to Iowa prisons (by direct court commitment or 
revocation of probation) between July 1, 1973 and September 30, 1977. 
In each case, the committed offender was follcMed for intervals of three 
months, ranging from one single three-month period to a full sixteen, 
i.e., for three months intervals 0-3, 3-6, 6-9 and on up to 45-48. An 
offender was defined as having been released if he or she left the 
prison system by parole or expiration of sentence prior to December 31, 
1977 • 

For each period of follow-up, and for all offenders who cou1d be followed 
this,far, the staff computed the percent of offenders among those not 
prevlously re1eased~ who were released within the given three-month 
interval. Thus the following rates were determined: 

1) 

2) 

3) 

among those who could be followed fur three months) the percent 
leaving in the first three months of their term; 
among those who could be followed for six months, and who 
didn't leave in the first three months, the.percent who left 
in the second three months of their term; 
among those who could be followed for njne months, and who 
didn't leave within the first six months, the percent who left 
in the third three months of their term, 

etc.; and on out to 

16) among those who could be followed for 48 months, and who 
didn't leave during the first 45 months, the percent who left 
in the 16th three month period of their term (between 45 and 
48 months). 

By using the 16 rates computed as above, it was possible to utilize all 
of the cases in the study popu7:ation - and not just those that could be 
followed for 48 months - to ar'rive at cumulative release rates for each 
of sixteen lengths of follow-up (3 to 48 months). 

Table 49 gives the results of this procedure as applied to the population 
of 3239 offenders - 3024 males and 215 females - who were committed 
between July 1, 1973 and September 30, 1977. (Note: All persons in the 
study population could be folloWE!d for at least three months since we 
could follow all cases to December 31, 1977.) 

The table gives release rates, based on sixteen lengths of follow-up, 
for three groups, including all 3239 in the study population, the group 
of 3024 males, and the group of 215 females. For each of the three 
groups, and each three-month period of foilow-up, the table presents 1) 
the number of offenders released in the three-month period; 2) the 
percent of the total group who were released in this particular per~od; 
and 3) the cumulative percent released through that period. 
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It should be emphasized that the figures in the table are artificial in 
that we could not actually follow a 11 3239 offenders for 48 months. 
Instead t the numbers reflect \'Jhat we estimate the real figures would 
have been if we could have fol1o~/ed all offenders for four years~ i.e., 
our estimates based on the 16 percentages cbmput~d as above. 

Since the median number of months served is the 50th percentile of the 
time-served distribution, i.e., the point at which 50% of offenders in 
the group have been released, it was a simple matter - using a graphical 
technique with cumulative percentage curves - to obtain the three median 
term lengths appearing on the bottom line of the table. 

Figures 6 and 7 display the cumulative release rates for males and 
females given in Table 49, while Figures 8 thtough 12 give these rates 
for five subclasses of males, based on the maximum indeterminate sentence 
and whether or not the sentencing offense was a crime against persons. 
The figures can be compared to give an idea of the effect of crime and 
sentence on term lengths. 

PAST AVERAGE TERM LENGTHS 

While the follow-up technique utilized in the last section was sufficient 
to give estimated release rates and median term lengths, its usefulness 
was otherwise limited. This was due to the fact that complete term 
lengths were not known for a significant percentage of the cases in the 
study group, i.e.~ many of the 3239 offenders had not been released from 
prison by the end of 1977. As a result, not even mean term lengths, 
which require total time served to release) could be computed. 

Since it was desired that mean term lengths be made available to give 
measures of the "total time" served by certain categories of offenders 
"on the average," it was necessary to select a population of offenders 
who had been released from Iowa prisons prior to January 1, 1978. 
Accordingly, the population of all offenders who 1) were admitted by 
direct court commitment or probation revocation, and 2) were released by 
either expiration of sentence or parole between July 1, 1973 and December 
31, 1977, was selected and was used to compute the mean (average) term 
lengths that were desired. This obviously biases results somewhat 
because it eliminates consideration of those not yet released. 

Tables 50 and 51 give past average term lengths as a function of the 
offense for which the offender was committed, the first based on the 
general offense category and the second on the section of the Code of Iowa 
(1975) under which the offender was sentenced. Tables 50 and 51 indicate 
three average term lengths, including 1) time served in prison, 2) jail 
credit time, and 3) total time served, which is the sum of 1) and 2). 

Table 52, which reflects 18 fewer cases than did Tables 50 and 51 due to 
missing data, gives past average term lengths as a function of the 
maximum indeterminate sentence and the classification of the sentencing 
offense as against or not against persons. The figures in this table 
are for total time served, including both prison time and jail credit 
time. 
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0 
VI 
I 

TIME SINCE 
AIMISSION 

(Months) 

0-3 
3-6 
6-9 
9-12 

12-15 
15-18 
18-21 
21-24 
24-27 
27-30 
30-33 
33-36 
36-39 
39-42 
42-45 
45-48 
48+ 

TOTAL C~lITTED 
(and fOllowed) 

NUMBER 
RELEASED 

26 
91 

301 
214 
375 
296 
264 
1'78 
158 
152 
120 
141 

67 
94 
70 
39 

653 

MEDIAN MONTHS SERVED 
(50% Attrition) 

Table 49 

RELEASE RATES 
FOR ADULT CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTIONS IN IOWA 
RELEASE BY PAROLE OR EXPIRATION OF SENTENCE 

FOUR-YEAR FOLLOW-UP 
PERSONS ADMITTED BY DIRECT COURT Ca&1ITMENI' OR PROBATION REVOCATION 

BETWEEN JULY 1, 1973 AND SEPT~ER 30, 1977 

ALL OFFENDERS MALES 
% CUMULATIVE NUMBER % CUMULATIVE NUMBER 

RELEASED %RELEASED RELEASED RELEASED %RELEASED RELEASED 

0.8% 0.8% 21 0.7% 0.7% 5 
2.8% 3.6% 85 2.8% 3.5% 6 
9.3% 12.9% 266 8.8% 12.'3% 35 
6.6% 19.5% 178 5.9% 18.2% 36 

11.6% 31.1% 336 11.1% 29.3% 39 
9.1% 40.2% 284 9.4% 38.7% 12 
8.2% 48.4% 248 8.2% 46.9%. 16 
5.5% 53,9% 173 5.7% 52.6% '5 
4.8% 58.7% 145 4.8% 5-7.4% 13 
4.7% 63.4% 139 4.6% 62.0% 13 
3.7% 67.1% 115 3.8% 65.8% 5 
4.4% 71.5% 136 4.5% 70.3% 5 
2.1% 73.6% 66 2.2% 72.5% 1 
2.9% 76.5% 94 -3.1% 75.6% 0 
2.1% 78.6% 70 2.3% 77.9% 0 
1.2% 79.8% 39 1.3% 79.2% 0 

20.2% 100.0% 629 20.8% 100.0% 24 

3239 3024 

21.8 22.6 

FFMALES 
% CUMUlATIVE 

RELEASED %RELEASED 

2.3% 2.3% 
2.9% 5.2% 

16.4% 21.6% 
17.6% 38.0% 
18.3% 56.3% 

5.7% '62.0% 
'7.5% 69.5% 
2.3% 71.8% 
5.7% 77.5% 
"6.1% 83.6% 
2 .• 3% 85.9% 
2.4% 88.3% 
0.4% 88.7% 
0.0% 88.7% 
0.0% 88.7% 
0.0% 88.7% 

11.3% 100.0% 

215 

13.9 
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Table 53, which is somewhat of an extension or elaboration of Table 52, 
gives past average term lengths as a function of 1) the maximum indeter
minate sentence; 2) the classification of the offense as against or not 
against persons; and 3) the institutional misconduct record of the 
offender. The cas) counts in Table 53 are smaller than those in the 
preceding tables si-nce only offenders who were released prior to January 
1,1977 were included. 
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Table 50 

AVERAGE PRISON TERMS IN IOWA 
1973-1977 

OFPENSE 
CATEGORY 

MURDER/MANSLAUGHrER 

ROBBERY 

FORCIBLE RAPE 

TOTAL 
LEAVING 
PRISON 

85 

192 

58 

BURGLARY 469 

FORGERY 195 

ILLEGAL WEAPONS 62 

VANDALISM 14 

EMBEZZLEMENr 15 

BAD CHECKS/FRAUD 150 

SEX OFFENSE AGAINST JUV. 25 

LARCENY 

STOLEN PROPERTY 

MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT 

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 

CONSPIRACY 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 

DRIVING UNDER llrr;LUENCE 

CRIMES AGAINST PERSONS 

276 

84 

179 

153 

61 

250 

78 

609 

CRIMES AGAINST PROPERTY 1392 

CONTROLLFn SUBSTANCES 250 

DRIVING UNDER INFLUENCE 78 

ALL- CRIMI;5 2498 

BY OFFENSE CATEGORY 

PRISON 
TIME 

(months) 

60.7 

34.9 

34.4 

25.5 

25.2 

23.9 

23.8 

23.3 

22.5 

20.5 

20.6 

19.7 

17.9 

16.7 

16.5 

16.0 

8.2 

33.3 

22.3 

16.0 

8.2 

23.4 
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JAIL 
TIME 

(months) 

2.2 

1.7 

1.8 

1.3 

1.2 

1.7 

1.2 

1.6 

1.3 

1.5 

1.2 

1.2 

1.7 

2.0 

1.9 

0.8 

0.8 

1.8 

1.3 

0.8 

0.8 

1.4 

TOTAL 
TIME-SERVED 

(months) 

62.9 

36.6 

36.2 

26.8 

26.4 

25.6 

25.0 

24.9 

23.8 

22.0 

21.8 

20.9 

19.6 

18.7 

18.4 

16.8 

9.0 

35.1 

23.6 

16.8 

9.0 

24.8 
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,\\'T1l.;\IjE PRlSO;\ 11:.1~\1$ tN [vIlA 
H173·1~:'-

BY SEN~\CI~G O~F~~SE 
~ODE OF IOWA t19-S) 

SENTE.'\CIXG 
OFFENSE 

~1P.'(mJM 
INDETERMINATE 

SENI'E:'\CE (years) 

FIRST-DEGREE ~RJRDE'1. (690.2) 

ASSAULT WIlli INTENT TO ~RJRDER (690.6) 

SECOND-DEGREE ~RJRDER (690.3) 

ROBBERY WIlli AGGRAVATION (711.2) 

RAPE (69B.1) 

BURGLARY I~Illi AGGRAVATION (70B. 2) 

LARCENY OF ~toTOR VEHICLE (321.81) 

LIFE 

30 

10 to LIFE 

25 

5 to LIFE 

1 to LIFE 

10 

ROBBERY WITHOOf AGGRAVATION (711, 3) 10 

ASSAULT WIlli INTENT TO C~NIT RAPE (698.4) 1 to 20 

~l~SLAUGHTER (690.10) 8 

GOING mlED WIlli INTENT (695.1) 5 

BREAKING MID ENTERING (708.8) 10 

FORGERY (718.1) 10 

UTTERING FORGED IN~~ (718.2) 10 

BURGLARY WITI!OU1 AGGRAVATION (708.3) 20 

ASSAULT WIlli INl'ENT TO COOIT OTHER 5 
~ELONIES (694.5,7) 

MALICIOUS INJURY TO BUILDINGS AND FIXTIJRF..5 5 
(7M.1) 

EMBEZZLEMENr BY AGENTS (710.5) 5 

FALSE DRAWING AND UTTERING OF CHECKS OVER 7 
$20 (713.3) 

CARRYING CONCEALED WEAPONS (695.3) 5 

ATTEMPTED BREAKING AND ENTERING (708.10) 5 

LARCENY OVER $20 (709.2,5) 5 

LARCENY IN NIGHIT~IE OVER $20 (709.4) 10 

LAsCIVIOUS ACTS InTH OiILDREN (725.10) 5 

FALSE PRETENSES (713.1) 7 

RECEIVING STOLEN GOODS OVER $20 (712.1) 5 

DELIVERY OF NARCOTIC DRUGS (204.401) 

CONSPIRACY AT CC1-f,lON LAW (719.1) 

DELIVERY OF NON-NARCOTIC DRUGS EXCEPT 
~~IJU~~ (204.401) 

SHOPLIFTING OVER $20 (709.20) 

DELIVERY OF MARIJU~~ (204.401) 

10 

3 

5 

5 

10 

~~UI - 3RD OFFENSE (321.281) 5 

OPERATING ~toTOR VEHICLE IYIlliOUT CONSENT 1 
(321. 76) 

BREAKING JAIL (745.8) 1 

ASSAULT WITH INTENT TG INFLICT BODILY INJURY 1 
(694.6) 

C1-MJI - 2ND OFFENSE (321. 281) 1 

ALL OFFENSES 
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TOTAL 
LEAVING 
PRISO:-l 

3 

9 

44 

';9 

36 

12 

74 

113 

22 

38 

20 

384 

94 

101 

15 

54 

14 

15 

123 

42 

58 

185 

67 

25 

27 

84 

77 

61 

106 

24 

67 

13 

105 

33 

90 

65 

2498 

PRISON 
TDIE 

(months) 

369.3 

70.6 

68.6 

40.8 

37.5 

36.0 

31.4 

30.7 

29.4 

27.2 

26.7 

25.7 

25.5 

25.0 

23.7 

23.0 

23.B 

23.3 

23.1 

22.5 

22.6 

21.2 

21.2 

20.5 

19.B 

19.7 

19.6 

16.5 

14.B 

13.8 

13.9 

11.5 

B.-I 

8.3 

7.6 

7.6 

23.4 

JAIL 
TDIE 

(months) 

0.0 

? ., 
", .. ' 
1.S 

1.7 

1.2 

1.8 

2.0 

1.9 

1.8 

1.3 

1.3 

1.1 

2.2 

Z.7 

1.2 

1.6 

1.2 

1.7 

1.2 

1.3 

1.2 

1.5 

1.7 

1.2 

0.9 

1." 

1.0 

1.0 

0.5 

0.7 

1.6 

1.6 

1.6 

O.S 

1.4 

TOTAl. 
mlE·SER\T;O 

(months) 

369.3 

71.3 

42.3 

33.6 

32.5 

31.4 

29.1 

28.5 

::7.0 

26.8 

26.1 

25.9 

ZS.7 

25.0 

24.9 

24.3 

24.2 

23.8 

22.5 

22.4 

22.0 

21.5 

20.9 

20.5 

1B.4 

15.B 

14.8 

14.4 

12.2 

10.0 

9.9 

9.2 

8.-1 

24.8 



Table 52 I 
AVERAGE PRISON TERMS IN IOWA I 1973-1977 

BY MAXIMUM INDETERMINATE SENTENCE AND OFFENSE TYPE 

I 
MAXIMUM I 

INDETERMINATE CRIMES NOT CRIMES 
SENTENCE (years) ALL CRIMES AGAINST PERSONS AGAINST PERSONS 

I 
1 308 8.4 220 8.5 88 8.2 

I 2 18 15.2 16 14.6 2 20.5 

3 91 18.5 67 17 .8 24 20.5 I 
5 715 20.4 601 19.5 114 24.6 

7 154 24.4 152 24.2 2 I 
8 39 29.1 4 35 27.7 

I 10 887 26.3 736 25.1 151 32.4 

11-15 69 49.0 42 49.8 27 47.9 I 
16-20 33 46.8 18 37.1 15 58.4 

2'1.-25 99 43.8 4 49.0 95 43.6 I 
26-30 22 62.3 0 22 62.3 

31-50 21 82.2 1 20 86.0 I 
51-LIFE 8 222.6 0 8 222.6 I 

ALL SENTENCES 2481 24.8 1861 21. 7 620 34.1 I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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--------------~ -----------------~--------- ------------- ---------------------- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Table 53 

AVERAGE PRISON TERMS IN IOWA 
1973-1976 

BY MAXIMUM INDETERMINATE SENTENCE, 
OFFENSE TYPE AND INSTITUTIONAL MISCONDUCT RECORD 

MAXIMUM INDET. INSTITUTIONAL MISCONDUCT RECORD 
SENTENCE/ ALL NO REPORTS MINOR MAJOR REPORTS? 

OFFENSE TYPE CASES OR ESCAPES REPORTS ONLY NO EXCAPES ESCAPES 

ONE YEAR 223 8.4 120 8.1 45 8.2 50 8.9 8 10.5 -
-CRLME NOT AGAINST PERSONS 154 8.4 80 8.0 31 8.3 35 9.0 8 10.5 
-CRIME AGAINST PERSONS 69 8.4 40 8.2 14 8.1 15 8.9 0 0 

TIffiEE YEARS 69 18.9 35 16.7 16 20.2 14 21.2 4 24.S 

-CRIME NOT AGAINST PERSONS 47 17.8 21 14.0 12 20.1 10 20.5 4 24.5 
1 -CRLME AGAINST PERSONS 22 21.2 14 20.8 4 20.8 4 23.0 0 0 I-' 

I-' 
til 
1 FIVE YEARS 512 20.0 242 15.S 140 19.9 86 26.4 44 32,9 

-CRIME NOT AGAINST PERSONS 442 19.4 216 15.2 110 18.2 78 26.2 38 32.4 
-CRIME AGAINST PERSONS 70 24.5 26 18.8 30 26.2 8 27.9 6 36.0 

SEVEN YEARS (NOT AGAINST PEP~ONS) 123 24.3 50 17.2 27 21. 7 28 31.8 18 36.1 

TEN YEARS 658 26.2 251 19.2 194 22.9 141 35.2 72 42.0 

-CRIME NOT AGAINST PERSONS 547 25.0 212 18.4 165 21.5 111 33.6 59 42.1 
-CRIME AGAINST PERSONS 111 32.1 39 23.2 29 30.8 30 40.8 13 41.3 

TWENTY -FIVE YEARS (AGAINST PERSONS) 76 43.9 24 35.4 20 39.2 25 53.0 7 54.0 -

ALL OFFENDERS 1838 25.2 777 17.8 473 22.0 374 34.3 214 42.2 
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CHAPTER XIII 

PAROLE 

This chapter is concerned not with the paroling function, but rather 
with the field experience of parole itself. As with probationers, our 
concerns are with supervision levelS, time served, and violation rates. 
Since a broader range of recidivism statistics will be given in the next 
chapter, consideration of parole violation is restricted to revocation 
rates, for which some statistics are available to allow a comparison of 
Iowa with other states. 

LEVELS OF SUPERVISION 

Table 54 summarizes the assignment of superV1Slon 1evels for parolees in 
the same manner as did Table 42 for probationers (see Chapter XI for 
definitions of supervision levels, which apply equally to parolees). As 
with Table 42, Table 54 represents an incomplete sample of 770 of the 
total popUlation of offenders placed on parole in Iowa during 1977 and 
1978, i.e., it approximates the group of inmates released on parole 
between April 1, 1977 and September 30, 1978. All information in the 
table was taken from the 1977-1978 community corrections data file 
currently maintained by the OBSCIS unit in the Social Services ,Division 
of Adult Corrections. 

TIME SERVED ON PAROLE 

Table 55 on time served for parolees corresponds to Table 43 on time served 
for probationers, with the same set of statistics provided. 
Again, the table reflects an incomplete, but high percentage, sample of 
Iowa parolees discharged from parole during 1974-1976. All information 
was taken from the 1974-1976 post-conviction data file of the Bureau of 
Correctional Evaluation. 

PAROLE REVOCATION RATES 

Table 56 reveals, for the first time, parole revocation rates for Iowa 
from a follow-up study of 1495 offenders released on parole between July 
1, 1973 and December 31, 1976. 

All offenders who were paroled during this period were followed through 
May of 1978, with revocation rates computed for each of 16 follow-up 
periods, ranging in multiples of three, from 3 to 48 months. In each 
instance of a revocation of parole, the nature of the most serious 
violation leading to revocation was recorded. 

As it was not possible to follow cases beyond May of 1978, the number of 
cases that could be followed diminished as the follow-up period increased. 
As a result, the figures under the column CASES FOLLOWED decrease steadily 
down the table. In addition to specifying the total revocation rate for 
each follow-up period, the table gives the percent of total cases 
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Tuble 54 I 
SUPERVISIO!'I LEVELS .\SSIGNED AT !m'A!\E 

}\I)(JLT PAROLEES 
1977-1978 

I BY OFFENSE CATEGORY 

11r.r:I;NSJ; TOTAL I':\PER 
SUPERVISION LEVEL 

I I:'\IWOR) 1:'\<;11<; I~\')EUW) ~11:-lI~RN NQIll-IAI. I:-lTENSIVli 

-----
f.IJIWruv~IANSL'\Ut:l rrIllt '!·I 11.I1~ O.Il'~ ~01..!~ 15.1l'~ 

I FORCIBLl! RAPE 9 O.Ot n.n 33.3% 55.6% 

ROBBERY 64 1.6% 1.6% 34.4% 62.5% 

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 23 0.0% (J.O% 4-.5% 56.5% I SEX OFFENSIlS 9 0.0% 0.0% 88.9% 11.1% 

ILLEGAL WEAPONS 17 0.0% 0.0% 58.8% 41.2% 

I ARSoN 6 0.01 0.0% 83.3% 16.7% 

VANDALISM 8 0.0% 12.5~ 37.5% 50.0% 

BURGLARY 141 4.3% 2.1% 41.S~ 51.8% I LARCENY 90 2.2% 0.0% 53.3% 44.4% 

~mOR VEHICLE THEFT 20 0.0% 0.0% 45.0% 55.0% 

orOLE.~ PROPERTY 35 2.9% 0.0% 42.9% 54.3% I 
FORGERY 51 5.9% 2.0% 47.1% 45.1% 

BAD CHECKS/FRAUD 40 7.5% 0.0% 42.5% 50.0% 

I e.ffiEZ Z LEME.'IT 15 0.0% 0.0% 60.0% 40.0% 

COm'ROLLED SUBSTANCIlS 57 1.8% 1.8% 52.6% 45.6% 

DRIVING UNDER INFLUENCE 11 9.1% 9.1% 9.1% 72.n I CCM>!ERCIAL VICE 3 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 

OTHER CRIMES AGAINST PERSONS 7 0.0% 0.0% 85.7% 14.3% 

I CONSPIRACY 9 22.2% O.ot 55.6% 22.2% 

OTHER r.IORALS CRIMES 4 0.0% 0.0% 50.0% 50.0% 

OTHER MOTOR YEHlCLb OFFENSES 4 O.(J% 0.0% 50.0% 50.0% I CRIMES AGAINST PUBLIC JUSTICE AND AUTHORITY 20 0.0% 0.0% 35.0% 65.0% 

ornER PROPERTY CRDlES 23 4.3% 4.3% 52.2% 39.1% 

OTHER CRTh!ES 79 0.0% 3.8% 62.0% 34.2% I 
-------.-----------.~.-------------------------------- ---------------------------------------------------

CRIMES AGAINST PERSONS 136 0.7% 1.5% 45.6% 52.2\ 

CRIMES AGAINST PROPERTY 429 3.7% 1.4% 46.9% 48.0% I 
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 86 1.8% 1.8% 52.6% 45.6% 

DRIVING UNDER INFLUENCE 11 9.1% 9.1% 9.n 72.n I 
ALL CRDIES 770 2.7% 1.7% 47.9% 47.7% 

I 
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-- - -----------~ - -~- - ---

~~--~-----------~-Table 55 

OFFENSE TOTAL 
CATEGORY CASES 0-6 

MURDER/MANSLAUGHTER 27 11.1% 

ROBBERY 60 13.3% 

BURGLARY 174 18.4% 

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 14 14.3% 

BAD CHECKS/FRAUD 34 8.8% 
I 

tg CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 82 25.6-% 

FORCIBLE RAPE 24 12.590 

FORGERY 58 15.5% 

STOLEN PROPERTY 12 8.3% 

LARCENY 65 18.5% 

MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT 28 28.6% 

TIME SERVED ON ADULT PAROLE 
PRIOR TO DISCHARGE 

1974-1976 
BY OFFENSE CATEGORY 

MONTHS SERVED PRIOR TO DISCHARGE 
6-12 12-18 18-24 

14.8% 29.6% 25.9-% 

21.790 31. 7% 16.7% 

25.3% 25.9% 16.1% 

28.6% 35.7% 7.1% 

52.9% 26.5% 5.9% 

37.8% 24.4% 7.3% 

45.8% 8.3% 16.7% 

41.4% 24.1% 15.5% 

50.0% 25.0% 16.7% 

49.2% 18.5-% 9.2% 

42.9% 7.1% 14.3% 

24+ MEDIAN MEAN 

18.5-% 18.0 18.4 

16.7% 15.7 16.4 

14.4% 14.0 14.7 

14.3% 13.5 15.9 

5.9% 11.9 12.6 

4.9% 11.6 12.3 

16.7% 11.5 14.8 

3.4% 11.5 12.7 

0.0-% 11.5 12.7 

4.6% 10.8 11.9 

7.1% 9.5 11.4 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -" - -. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
CRIMES AGAINST PERSONS 142 13.4% 24.6% 29.6% 16.9% 15.5% 15.6 16.1 

CRIMES AGAINST PROPERTY 385 18.4% 37.1% 22.6% 12.7% 9.1% 11.8 13.2 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 82 25.6% 37.8% 24.4% 7.3% 4.9% 11.6 12.3 

ALL CRIMES 653 19.0% 34.8% 23.4% 12.6% 10.3% 12.0 13.7 

STD 
DEY 

10.3 

8,9 

8,3 

10.0 

5.7 

7.6 

8.3 

7.S 

6.0 

6.7 

7.7 
----

9.0 

7.6 

7.6 

8.3 



FOLLOW-UP 
PERIOD Onos.) 

3 

6 

9 

12 

15 

18 

21 

24 

27 

30 

33 

36 

39 

42 

45 

48 

Table 56 

PAROLE REVOCATION RATES 
I~OUR -YEAR FOLLOW';UP 

PERSONS PAROLED Bb'TWEEN JULY 1, 1973 AND DECEMBER 31, 1976 
BY TYPE OF VIOLATION 

CASES MOST SERIOUS VIOLATION 
FOLLOWED TECHNICAL MISDFMEANOR FELONY 

1495 1.1% 0.2% 0.4% 

1495 2.8% 0.7% 2.7% 

1495 4.9% 0.9% 5.6% 

1495 6.6% 1.0% 7.4% 

1495 8.3% 1.1% 9.4% 

1423 9.4% 1.3% 10.2% 

1327 10.0% 1.6% 10.5% 

1194 10.2% 1.6% 11.6% 

1077 10.2% 1.8% 12.4% 

956 9.9% 1. 9% 13.3% 

871 9.9% 1.8% 14.0% 

772 9.3% 2.1% 14.8% 

679 8.5% 2.6% 15.0% 

582 8.6% 1.9% 15.3% 

460 .8.0% 2.2% 16.1% 

338 7.4% 2.0% 17.5% 
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TOTAL 
REVOKED I 

1. 7% 

I 6.2% 

11.4% I 
15.0% 

18.8% I 
20.£)% 

22.1% I 
23.4% -I 
24.4% 

25.1% ,I 
25.'7% 

26.2% I 
26.1% I 
25.8% 

26.3% I'· 
26.9% 

I 
I; 

I' 
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I 
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revoked for each of three seriousness levels of parole violation, includ
ing 1) tr~chnical violations, 2) misdemeanor offenses (simple, indictable 
or serit,us), and 3) fe10ny offenses (including aggravated misdemeanors 
under new code). As with Tables 44 and 45 on probation violation rates, 
these categories refer to the most serious violation of parole and are 
nDn-~verlapping. 

All information on Which Table 56 is based was obtained from the FY 
1974 - FY 1978 institutional data file of the Social Services Division 
of Adult Corrections. 

Figure 13 is a graphical display of the revocation rates appearing in 
Tabile 56. The top line on tlle chart indicates total revocation rates 
per the rightmost column of the table, and the bottom line revocation 
rates for new felony offenses, i.e., the percentages of parolees revoked 
forriew felonies. As can be seen from the chart, revocation rates level 
off quite rap; dly after 18 months, whi eh is cons is tent wi th the l2-month 
median term length indicated in Table 55. 

UNIFORM PAROLE REPORTS (UPR) 

As a form of check on the p~role revocation rates derived from the SAC 
follow-up study, the staff was able to obtain corroborative evidence 
from the Uniform Parole Reports program of the National Council on Crime 
and Delinquency. Each year the Division of Adult ,Corrections, along 
with authorities in most other states, submits data to the UPR program 
for the computation of nationwide follow-up statistics on parolees. 

Tables 57 and 58 indicate just such follow-up statistics for offenders 
paroled during 1973. These statistics It/ere compiled by the SAC staff 
from information provided by the UPR program to the OBSCIS unit of Adult 
Corrections. 

Table 57 presents comparative data on parole return (~evocation) rates 
for Iowa, other north central states as indicated at the bottom of the 
table, and states outside the north central region. The table gives 1) 
the total number of parolees followed, 2) the percent of parolees 
returned in each of the first three years following release, 3) the 
cumulative percent returned for the first, second and third years, 4) 
the percent classified as absconders at large after three years, and 5) 
the total three-year violation rate (the percent returned or classified 
as an absconder after three years). 
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I 
I-' 
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RELEASING 
STATE(S) 

IOWA 

OTHER NOR1~ CENTRAL STATES (6)* 

~ STATES OUTSIDE NORTH CENTRAL 
REGION (37) 

ALL REPORTING STATES (44) 

Table 57 

PAROLE RETURN RATES 
ONE, TWO AND 11IREE-YEAR FOLLOW-UP 

OFFENDERS PAROLED IN 44 STATES DURING 1973 
-IOWA-

-OTHER NORTH CENTRAL STATES-
-STATES OUTSIDE NORTH CENTRAL REGION-

RETURNED CUMULATIVE % RETIJRNED 
TOTAL FIRST SECOND THIRD FIRST SECOND THIRD 

PAKOLEES YEAR YEAR YEAR YEAR YEAR YEAR 

367 ~ 17.7% 5.7% 3.6% 17.7% 23.4% 27.0% 

3805 14.4% 5.2% 1.5% 14.4% 19.6% 21.2% 

23,266 12.7% 6.6% 2.4% 12.7% 19.3% 21.7% 

27,438 13.0% 6.4% 2.3% 13.0% 19.4% 21.7% 

ABSCONDER THREE-YFAR 
AT VIOLATION 

LARGE RATE 

1.6% 28.6% 

1.5% 22.6% 

2.6% 24.3% 

2.4% 24.1% 

*I11inois, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota and South Dakota -- Minnesota and Wisconsin non-reporting. 



Table 58 

PAROLE REWRN RATES 
ONE AND TWO-YEAR FOLWW-UP 

OFFENDERS PAROLED IN 44 STATES DURING 1973 
BY OFFENSE CATEGORY 

OFFENSE TarAL RETURNED WEIGHTED 
RETURN CATEGORY FOLLOWED FIRST YEAR SECOND YEAR TatAL RATE 

MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT 787 22.7% 7.0% 29.7% 31.4% 

FORGERY/BAD CHECKS 2000 16.4% 6.6% 23.0% 23.6% 

BURGLARY 6688 16.0% 7.0% 23.0% 23.4% 

ROBBERY 4511 14.5% 9.3% 23.8% 22.9% 

LARCENY 2757 13.7% 5.6% 19.3% 19.8% 

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 1609 11.0% 4.4% 15.4% 15.8% 

FORCIBLE RAPE 614 9.0% 6.0% 15.0% 14.4% 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 3403 8.8% 4.6% 13.4% 13.3% 

SEX OFFENSE AGAINST JUVENILE 279 6.8% 5.4% 12.2% 11.4% 

MURDER/MANSLAUGHI'ER 2396 5.4% 5.3% 10.7% 9.6% 
--~----~---------------------------------------------- -------------------------------

CRIMES AGAINST PROPERTY 14,626 15.3% 6.3% 21.6% 22.1% 

CRIMES AGAINST PERSONS 9409 11.0% 7.1% 18.1% 17.4% 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 3403 8.8% 4.6% 13.4% 13.3% 

ALL CRIMES 27,438 13.0% 6.4% 19.4% 19.4% 

-124-

I I 
I I 
~,'.' 
~' , 

'i~i 

it I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 

The UPR resul ts for IO\,/a and the results of the SAC follow-up study 
compare as follows: 

FOLLOW-UP PAROLE RE'J.'URt'1 (REVOCATION) RATE 
PERIOD SAC __ JJ?..R ____ 

ONE YEAR 15.0% 17.7% 

TWO YEARS 23.4% 23.4% 

THREE YEARS 26.2% 27.0% 

Although the parolee populations followed are not the same for the UPR 
results and the SAC study, nonetheless, the one, two, and three-year 
return rates match very closely for the two sources of data, which lends 
credibility to the methods behind both. 

Table 58~ which breaks down nationwide parole return rates for the 1973 
release cohort by offense category, should be"compared with Tables 16, 
44, 45, 47, 48 and 59, which give similar rankings of offense categories 
according to measures of failure or recidivism for pre-trial releasees, 
probationers and prison releasees in Iowa. Such an examination will 
reveal a commonality or correlation of rankings that will be discussed 
in an expanded format in a subsequent report from SAC. 

The table gives 1) total cases followed; 2) the percent returned in each 
of the first two years following release; 3) the total percent returned 
after two years; and 4) the weighted two-year return rate. 

The weighted return rate in the rightmost column of the table is based 
on a weighting system that assigns 2 points for a return in the first 
year after release and 1 point for a return in the second year. The 
resulting Weighted rate is computed in the same manner as was the weighted 
probation new charge rate appearing in Table 45, namely by taking the 
total return rating and dividing by the total number of cases in the 
category and by the average return rating for all those returned (=1.67). 

Example - Calculation of Weighted Rate 

The computation of the weighted return rate of 23.4% for burglars in Table 58 
proceeded as follows: 

1) 6688 cases in table, 
2) 16.0% = 1070 returned in first year after release, 
3) 7.0% = 468 returned in second year after release: 
4) 23.0% = 1538 returned within two years of release, 
5) TOTAL RETURN RATING = 1070(2) + 468(1) = 2608 
6) WEIG.HTED RETURN RATE = (2608/6688 x 1.67) x 100% = 23.4% 
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CHAPTER XIV 

RECIDIVISH 

Hhile many people accept parole revocation rates as adequate measures of 
recidivism for adult correctional institutions, there are a number of 
reasons why such measures give an incomplete picture of post-release 
involvements. One obvious problem with parole revocation statistics is 
that they ignore recidivism among persons whose sentences have expired. 
Recidivism may be higher or lower for this group, depending on such 
factors as parole screening, the effect of supervision on rearrest rates 
for pa~olees, and others. No conclusions can be drawn on total recidivism 
for institutions, however, unless some data on persons expiring their 
sentences are available. 

Another source of difficulty with revocation statistics as measures of 
recidivism is that new criminal involvements may go unnoticed if they 
occur after discharge from parole. As seen from the last chapter, the 
median length of parole ;n Iowa is 12 months, with the result that 
parole revocation rates reflect on the average only about 12 months of 
street time following release. 

This would indicate that possibly a significant number of new involvements 
;n the first two or three years following release may occur after the 
offender is discharged. None of such involvements would be considered 
in parole violation statistics. 

Furthermore, parole revocation rates fail to reflect new involvements 
among parolees not resulting in revocation. Statistics for Iowa indicate 
that a significant percentage of parolees remain on parole despite new 
criminal charges~ as was the case with probationers (Table 46). 

Additionally, simple parole revocation rates usually fall short of 
specifying the seriousness of violations leading to revocation. It is 
usually left unspecified as to the percent of parolees revoked for 
various seriousness levels of new involvement. A 30% revocation rate 
for which half of revocations resulted from new felonies against persons 
is certainly more cause for concern than a rate in which 80% of revocations 
are for technical violations and misdemeanors. 

One reason for the reliance on parole statistics is the IBse ~ith which 
such information can be collected; this since parole follow-up data is 
usually available through the prisoner information system, whether it be 
manual or automated. Access to more extensive data on recidivism usually 
entails an elaborate and expensive data collection process, often involv
ing considerable manual effort. 

There are a number of other concerns in defining what constitutes recidi
vism, such as the length of the follow-up period necessary to measure this 
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Phenomenon, the presence or absence of a conviction on new charges, 
whether or not technical violations of parole should be considered, 
whether or not new involvements in other states should be counted, and 
others. 

Rather than adopting a single definition of recidivism and attempting to 
justify its use over other possible measures, the staff decided that 
time should be taken to generate recidivism rates for Iowa over a broad 
range of possible definitions, allowing for many of the definitional 
variations discussed above. As a result, the reader will find a large 
variety of recidivism rates for the prison system in Iowa in this chapter. 
While it is not exactly clear at this time which of this plethora of 
rates should be emphasized, at least there is a sufficient quantity of 
information to allow the reader to make his or her own assessments. 
This is considered to be a significant step forward in developing compara
tive recidivism statistics. 

STUDY POPULATION 

The offender population upon which the information preJented in this 
chapter is based consists of 2231 individuals released by parole or 
expiration of sentence (discharge) from adult correctional institutions 
in Iowa between July 1, 1973 and December 31, 1976. The 2231 include 
1495 offenders released on parole and 736 released by expiration of 
sentence. Releasees include those admitted as probation or parole 
Violators, in addition to those admitted by court direct commitment. 

DATA SOURCES 

Computer records on the offender population described above were drawn 
from the FY 1974-FY 1978 institutional data file of the Division of 
Adult Corrections~ In addition to providing the data base for computer 
analysis, this file also served as the source of data on recidivism as 
measured by return to prison. Returns include both parole revocations 
and new criminal commitments, the latter for both parolees (after discharge 
from parole) and for those whose sentences expired. 

Data on other forms of recidivism, including new charges and convictions, 
were obtained from the 1974-1976 data files (pre-trial and post
conviction) of the Bureau of Correctional Evaluation, and from the 1977-
1978 community correctioM data file, both of which are maintained by 
the Social Services Department. 

Considering the sources of data described above, it is likely that the 
recidivism measures given in this report reflect an incomplete (but high 
percentage) sample of the actual post-prison involvements of inmates in 
the State of Iowa during the chosen follow-up periods. No attempt was 
made to obtain information on out-of-state involvements, nor was any 
attempt made to access police or court records in Iowa above and beyond 
access reflected in the above-named data sources. 
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FOLLOW-UP 

Information on recidivism from the sources described above was collected 
to reflect new involvements of released offenders up to June 1, 1978. 
Since the study group consisted of offenders releesed between JUly 1, 
1973 and December 31, 1976, we could follow some offenders for as long 
as 59 months (those released on July 1, 1973) and som:~ for no more than 
17 months (those released on December 31, 1976). Mor~ generally, the 
number of offenders who could be followed decreased as th0 length of the 
follow-up period increased. 

So as to provide a good indication of the growth in recidivism over 
time~ sixteen follow-up periods ranging from 3 to 48 months were adopted. 
Since a 1'1 nffenders in the study group could be followed for 17 months, 
recidivism rates for 3, 6, 9, 12 and 15-month periods could be derived 
for the complete population. For subsequent lengths of follow-up~ the 
number of cases followed diminished accordingly. 

RETURN RATES 

As was stated in the introduction to this chapter, parole revocation 
rates have the inherent limitation of not refle~ting new criminal involve
ments incurred after discharge from institutions or parole. In other 
words, they do not tell us the total frequency with which released 
offenders return to prison during a given period of follow-up. 

Accordingly, it is appropriate to define return rates for released 
offenders Which incorporate both returns by parole revocation and returns 
on new commitments after discharge from prison or parole. RETURN RATE, 
then, as defined in this chapter, reflects any return to prison in Iowa 
as a parole violator or on a new commitment durin~ the specified follow
up period. 

Tables 59 and 60 and Figures 14 and 15 display return rates for adult 
correctional institutions in Iowa, as defined above, for the group of 
2231 offenders in the study population. 

Table 59 gives first and second-year return rates, and a total two-year 
return rate, by individl~al offense categories. The weighed return rate 
;n the rightmost column is defined in the same manner as was the weighted 
parole return rate given in Table 58. Again, offense categories are 
ordered by the weighted rate, which reflects both the magnitude and 
timing of returns to prison, i.e., returns during the first year following 
release are weighed more heavily than returns during the second year. 
The ordering of offense categories in Table 59 should be compared for 
commonality with orderings in Tables 16, 44, 45, 47, 48 and 58. 

Figure 14 is a graphical display of the variation in return rate for the 
total study group as a function of the length of the follow-up period. 
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Table 59' 

lill1111~ Ju\!'HS FOR ADULT 
CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTIONS IN IOWA 

PERSONS RELEASED BY PAROLE OR EXPIRATION OF SENTENCE 
BETWEEN JULY 1, 1973 AND DECFMBER 31, 1976 

ONE AND TWO-YEAR FOLLOW-UP 
BY OFFENSE CATEGORY 

OFFENSE TOTAL REWRNED 
CATEGORY FOLLOWED FIRST YEAR SECOND YEAR 

MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT 165 20.0% 10.7% 

BURGLARY 402 16.2% 13.6% 

FORGERY/BAD CHECKS 333 18.0% 9.2% 

ROBBERY 206 16.0% 7.7% 

LARCENY 246 11.0% 9.1% 

MURDER/MANSLAUGHTER 65 10.8% 5.3% 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 229 7.0% 8.9% 

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 148 10.1% 0.8% 

FORCIBLE RAPE 40 10.0% 0.0% 

SEX OFFENSE AGAINST JUVENILE 24 4.2% 0.0% 

WEIGHfED 
TOTAL RETURN 

RATE 

30.7% 31.5% 

29.8% 28.5% 

27.2% 28.0% 

23.7% 24.6% 

20.1% 19.3% 

16.1% 16.7% 

15.9% 14.2% 

10.9% 13.0% 

10.0% 12'.4% 

4.2% 5.2% 
----~-~----------------------------------------------- -------------------------------

CRIMES AGAINST PROPERTY 1519 15.1% 10.1% 25.2% 25.0% 

CRIMES AGAINST PERSONS 483 12.4% 4.2% 16.6% 18.0% 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 229 7.0% 8.9% 15.9% 14.2% 

ALL CRIMES 2231 13.7% 8.7% 22.4% 22.4% 
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Table {JQ 

fllil'Ull.N RATES Fait ADULT 
COltRECiiONAt. INSTI11ITIONS 1:-< IOWA 

PERSO:-;S RELEASED BY P.\ROLE OR ~1XPI!tO\TION OF Sl:'NfE.'iCE 
BETWEE.'l JULY 1, 1973 .\.'ID DECDIBER 31, 1976 

BY )lOST SERIOUS ;-"EW ltlARGE/VIOLATION FOR MUCH RETIJRNED TO PRlSON 

~IOST SERtOUS NeW CHARGE/VIOLATION FOLLOIV·UP PERIOD IN ~toNrHS 
FOR 11'1'1101 RETURNED TO PR1SON 6 12 18 24 30 36 42 48 

FELONY -AGAINST PERSONS 3,.1':. 2.2% 2.9% 3.5% 4.8~ 5.5% 5.9% 7.2~ 

PAROW: 1.0~ 1.9~ 2.7% 3.4~ 4.2~ 4.4% 5.2~ 6.2~ 
EXPIRATION OF SENfENCE 1 , •. , _. 

3.4% 3.6 9, 6.1% 7.7% 7.4% 8.9% .-0 ",.,:0 

FELO!'lY-l'.W AGAINST PERSONS-PART 1 1.3~ - .,<L ..,)._\1 4.7!'.i 5.9% 6.6', 7.2% 8.1% 7.7% 

PAROLE o.n 2.6% 4.0% 4.9~ 5.8\· 6.7% 7.n 8.6% 
EXPIRATIt1'l OF SE.'lTENCE 2.3% 4.5% 6.11; 7.9% 8.4% 8.0% 8.8% 6.1% 

FELONY-;-'W AGAINST PERSONS-P .. \RT II 1.1% S.H 4.2% 5.H 6.1% 7 ~)4 ._. 7.6% 7.9% 

P;';;'OLE 1.1% 3~2~ 4.4% 5.4% 6.n 7.8% S.H 8.6% 
EXPIRATION OF SE.'lTENCE 1.1% 3.0% 3.9% 4.5% 5.190 5.9% 6.7% 6.7% 

MISDe.!EANOR O.S% o.n 0.9% 1.3% 1.4% 1.6% 1.5% 1.S% 

PAAOLE o.n 1.H 1.4% 1.99, 2.1% 2.4% 2.2% 2.4% 
EXPIRATION OF SENTE.'lCE O.O~ 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% o.o~ 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

TECHNICAL VIOLATION 1.9% 0I.4~ 6~3t 6.9% 6.6% 6.2% 5.8% 01.8% 

PAROLE 2.8% 6.6% 9.4% 10.2~ 9.9% 9.3% 8.6% 7.4% 
EXPIR~TION OF SENTE;~CE 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% O.O~ 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

--------------------------------------~--------------------~------------~-------~----~--------------------~- -------------

FELONY -P.~T I OR AGAINST PERSO~S 

PAAllLE 
EXPIRATION OF SENTENCE 

FELONY 

PAROLE 
EXPIRATION OF SENTENCE 

FELONY OR MISDEMEANOR 

PAROLE 
EXPIRATION OF SEl'.TENCE 

FELON'{, ~\ISDE/o1EANOR OR TECHNICAL VIOL. 

PAROLE 
EXPIRATION OF SENTENCE 

CASES FOLLQI\'ED 

PAROLE 
EXPIRATION OF SENTENCE 

2.4% 

1.;% 
3.5% 

3.4~ 

""I -tt 
1../11 

4.6% 

3.9% 

3.4% 
4.6% 

5.n 
6.2% 
4.6% 

2231 

1495 
736 

S.4~ 

4.5% 
7.2% 

8.5% 

7.6% 
10.2% 

9.2% 

8.7% 
10.29, 

13.7% 

15.2% 
10.2% 

2231 

1495 
736 

7.6% 

6.7t 
9.S% 

11.8% 

11.0% 
13.4% 

12.n 

12.4% 
13.4% 

18.9% 

21.6% 
13.4% 

2124 

1423 
701 
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9.4% 

8.3% 
11.5% 

14.4% 

13.6% 
16.1% 

15.7% 

15.5% 
16.l'6 

22.4% 

25.5% 
16.1% 

1773 

1194 
579 

11.4% 

10.0% 
14.5% 

17.5% 

16.-1% 
19.6% 

18.9% 

18.5% 
19.6% 

2S.4% 

28.2% 
19.6% 

1431 

956 
475 

12.7% 

11.1% 
15.7% 

19.7% 

18.6% 
21.6% 

21.3% 

21.0% 
21.6% 

27.2% 

30.0% 
21.6% 

1160 

772 
388 

14.0% 

12.9% 
16.2% 

21.4% 

20.6% 
23.0% 

22.9% 

22.8% 
23.0% 

28.4~ 

31.1% 
23.0% 

865 

582 
283 

14.9% 

14.8% 
IS. of 
22.6% 

23.1% 
21.8% 

24.1% 

25.5% 
21.8% 

,28.9% 

32.5% 
21.8% 

517 

338 
179 
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Figure 15 gives return rate as a function of follow-up for offenders 
admitted to each of the three major adu1t correctional institutions in 
the state. Return rates based on releasing institution could not be 
computed due to incomplete information in the data file. 

Tab1e 60 presents return rates according to the seriousness of the mrst 
serious neW charge or violation resulting in return to prison. The 
seriousness scale used here is the same as that utilized in Table 45 on 
new charges against probationers, with the addition of technical violations 
of parole as the least serious form of new involvement. In addition to 
'.;tetailing seriousness-based return rates for the total study group, 
T<lble 60 gives such t~ates for those offenders rel eased on parol e (1495) 
and f;or those \"€:ieased by expiration of sentence (736). 

NEW CHARGES AFTER RE~E~SE 

While the return rates presented in the last section allow a broader and 
more representative view of recidivism than the parole revocation measures 
considered earlier, they nonetheless give an incomplete picture of new 
criminal involvements among ex-inmates. 

As was seen from earlier chapters, many persons charged with criminal 
offenses in Iowa are able to avoid the sanction of conviction in court, 
including many ex-offenders charged with new offenses. Even among those 
newly convicted, a significant percentage are given probation, fined or 
placed in a community facility, and avoid return to life behind bars. 
What then is the total picture, as best we can perceive it, of new 
criminal invo.lvements of offenders leaving adult correctional institutions 
in Iowa? 

Table 61 summarizes study results on the frequency of new criminal 
charges aga'inst offenders in the total study population, and for the 
subgroups of parolees and expirees, with rates presented for follow-up 
peri ods rangi ng from 6 to 48 months. New charge rates ar.e presented 
according to the same seriousness scale for new offenses utilized in 
prior sections~ with all figures based an the most serious new charge 
incurred during the stated follow~up period. 

SERIOUSNESS OF NEW INVOLVEMt~T 

Figures 16 though 18 were constructed to display the comparative frequency 
of the five levels of seriousness of new involvement itemized in previous 
sections, ranging from technical violations of parole, to misdemeanors, 
to Purt II fe'lonies not against person~, to Part I felonies not against 
persons, and finally to felonies against persons. Again, all rates 
reflect the most serious new involvement for an individual affender. 
Figure 16 1S for the total study population (2231), Figure 17 far the 
group of paralees (1495), and Figure 18 for the graup of ,expirees (736). 
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NEW FELONY INVOLVEMENT 

Figure 19 is an elaboration of Figure 16 in which new felony involvments 
(charges) are broken down according to the action taken against the , 
offender subsequent to arrest and within the indicated follow-up per10d. 
RETURN TO PRISON of course refers to par"ol e revocations and new commitments, 
whil e NEW PROBATION refers to all other forms of di sposition (mostly 
straight probation) resulting from conviction on felony charge~. ,The 
category OTHER OR NO DISPOSITION includes charges dropped or d!smlssed, 
acquittals and charges pending at the end of the follow-up per10d. 

RECIDIVISM RATES 

Tables 62 through 64 and the corresponding graphical displays in Figures 
20 through 22 constitute a statistical summary of recidivism rates for 
adult correctional institutions ;n Iowa. The tables and charts are 
organized to reflect a hierarchy of alternative d~finitio~s of recidivism, 
incorporating variable lengths of follow-u~ and Wlt~ new l~volvemen~s 
ranging from the strict to ~he broad, as dlscussed 1n prev~ous sectlons 
of this chapter. It is belleved that rates are presented 1n enough 
detail to allow comparison with similar results for most other states 
and jurisdictions generating such statistics. 

OFFENDER-SPECIFIC RATES 

Figures 23 through 29 were constructed to allow the reader t~ gain some 
appreciation of the variation in recidivism rates among varYlng classes 
of offenders. Due to time and space limitations, just one definition,o! . 
recidivism could be chosen for further analysis. This particular def1nlt10n 
(RETURN TO RETURN or NEvI FELONY ARREST/CHARGE) was selec~ed with sev~ra~ 
considerations in mind, being broad enough to allow conslderable var1atl0n 
among offender groups, yet not so incl usive as to refl ect forms of 
recidivism of minor significance. 
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Table 01 I 
~"EI~ QL\RGES AGAlNST PERSONS 

RE1.EASED FRCN PRISON I BY PAROLE Olt EXPIR'\TION OR SE:'frENCE 
3L"ThEEt'l ,JULY 1, 19;3 A'IP DECe-IDER 31, Hl7b 

mtm-Y11.\R FnLLOIHP 
lIr ~k.1S'l' smunus NrM llL,R(i(j 

I 
~IJST SERlCUS FOLLOW-UP PERIOD IN ~lJN1llS 

;""E\'( UlARGE 6 I.:! 18 Z4 30 36 42 .\8 I 
FELi1'1'l-AGAINST PERSO.'lS 1.5) 3.0% 4.3% 5.2% 7.0% 7.8% 8.7% 9.9% 

PAROLE 1.5% 2.6~ .\.1% 5.n 6.3% 6.9% 8.5% 9.2% I 
E.XPIRATlONOFSrNIENCE }"6% 3.5% 4.8% 5.3% 8.4% 9.8% 9.2% 11.1% 

fELONY -XOT AGAINST PERSO~ 2.0% 4.3% 6.0% i .4% 8.5% 9.3% 10.6% 10.0% I (PART I) 

PAROLE 1.3% 3.4\ 5.0% 6.1% 7.4% 8.4% 10.3% 11.3% 
EXPIRATION OF SE.'.1'ENCE 3.1~ 6.1% S.O% 10.0% 10.9% 10.8% 11.3% 7.8% 

I fELOkY-NOT AGAl$! PER5C'4'1S 1.5\ 4.0% s.n 6.4'. 7.7% 8.8% 10.4% 12.0% 
(PART II) 

PAROLE 1.5% 3.9% 5.3% 6.7% 8.4% 9.5% 10.7% 11.9% I EXPlfl.ATION OF SENTI.:L'iCE 1.4% 4.1% 5.2% 5.9% 6.6% 7.4% 9.9% 12.3% 

msne-IEANOR 2.0% 3.6% 4.6% 5.5% 6.7% 7.3% 7.4% 8.5% 

PAROLE 1.7% 3.2% 4.2% 5.3~ 7.0% 7.2% 7. i% 9.5% I 
EXPIRATION OF SE.~CE 2.6~ 4.5% 5.4% 6.1% 6.1% 7.7% 6.7% 6.7% 

.---~---~-------------~------------------------~---~---~------.-----------------------------------~---~---~- I FEl.O~Y-PART 1 OR AGAINST 3.5% 7.3% 10.3% 12.6% 15.5% 17.1% 19.3% 19.9% 
PERSONS 

PAROLE 2.S% 6.0% 9.1% 11.2% 13.7% 15.3% 18.8% 20.5% I .1'IPIRATlON OF SENTENCE 4.7% 9.6% 12.8% 15.3% 19.3% 20.6% 20.5% 18.9% 

FELONY 4.9% 11.2% 15.6~ 19.0% 23.3% 25.9% 29.7% 31.9% 

PAROLE 4.3~ 10.0% 14.4% 17.8% 22.0% 24.7% 29.4% 32.2% I 
EXPIRATION OF SEm'ENCE 6.1% 13.7% 1S.0% 21.2% 25.9% 28.1% 30.4% 31.3% 

FELONY OR mSDEMtlt\'iJR 6.9% 14.8% 20.2% 24.5% 30.0% 33.2% 37.1% 40.4% I 
PAROI.E 6.0% 13.2% 18.6% 23.1% 29.0% 31.9% 37.1% 41.7% 
EXPlAATION OF SrNIE:'JCE 8.7% 18.2% 23.4% 27.3% 32.0% 35.8% 37.1% 38.0% 

I 
C;5ES FOLLO\W 2231 2231 2124 1773 1431 1160 865 517 

PAROLE 149 1495 1423 1194 956 772 5S2 338 I EXPlAATION OF SEmENCE 736 736 701 5i9 475 388 283 179 

I 
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Table 62 

RECIDIVISM RATES FOR ADULT 
CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTIONS IN IOWA 

PERSONS RELEASED BY PAROLE OR EXPIRATION OF SENTENCE 
BETWEEN JULY 1, 1973 AND DECEMBER 31, 1976 

FOUR -YEAR FOLLOW-UP 
BY RECIDIVISM CLASS (DEFINITION) 

FOLLOW-UP PERIOD IN MONTHS RECIDIVISM 
CLASS 6 12 18 24 30 36 

I 

RETURN TO PRISON-NEW FELONY ARREST/CHARGE 3.4% 

RETURN TO PRISON-NEW ARREST/CHARGE 3.8% 

RETURN TO PRISON OR CONVICTION-NEW FELONY 
ARREST/CHARGE 3.6% 

~ NEW FELONY ARREST/CHARGE 4.9% 
...... 
I 

RE~~ TO PRISON 5.7% 

RETURN TO PRISON OR NEW FELONY CONVICTION 5.9% 

RETURN TO PRISON OR NEW CONVICTION 6.3% 

NEW ARREST/CHARGE 6.9% 

RETURN TO PRISON OR NEW FELONY 
ARREST/CPJffiG~ 7.2% 

RETURN TO PRISON OR NEW ARREST/CHARGE 8.8% 

CASES FOLLOWED 2231 

8.5% 

9.3% 

9.2% 

11.2% 

13.7% 

14.4% 

15.2% 

14.8% 

16.4% 

19.3% 

2231 

11.8% 14.4% 17.5% 19.7% 

12.6% 15.5% 18.8% 21.0% 

12.8% 15.7% 19.1% 21.4% 

15.6% 19.0% 23.3% 25.9% 

18.9% 22.4% 25.4% 27.2% 

19.9% 23.7% 27.0% 28.9% 

21.0% 24.9% 28.4% 30.8% 

20.2% 24.5% 30.0% 33.2% 

22.7% 27.0% 31.2% 33.4% 

25.2% 31.4% 36.6% 39.4% 

2124 1773 1431 1160 

42 48 

21.4% 22.6% 

22.6% 24.1% 

23.7% 25.7% 

29.7% 31.9% 

28.4% 28.9% 

30.7% 32.0% 

32.4% 33.8% 

37.1% 40.4% 

36.9% 38.2% 

42.9% 45.3% 

865 517 



Table 63 

RECIDIVISM RATES FOR ADULT 
CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTIONS IN IOWA 

PERSONS RELEASED ON PAROLE 
BETWEEN JULY 1, 1973 AND DECEMBER 31, 1976 

FOUR-YEAR FOLLOW-UP 
BY RECIDIVISM CLASS (DEFINITION) 

RECIDIVISM FOLLOW-UP PERIOD IN MONTHS 
CLASS 6 12 18 24 30 36 42 48 

PAROLE REVOCATION-NEW FELONY ARREST/CHARGE 2.7% 7.4% 10.2% 11.6% 13.3% 14.8% 15.3% 17.5% 

RETURN TO PRISON-NEW FELONY ARREST/CHARGE 2.7% 7.6% 11.0% 13.6% 16.4% 18.6% 20.6% 23.1% 

RETURN TO PRISON OR CONVICTION-NEW FELONY 2.9% 7.9% 11.3% 14.3% 17.5% 20.1% 22.5% 25.4% 
ARREST/CHARGE 

I 

'"'"" NEW FELONY ARREST/CHARGE 4.3% 10.0% 14.4% 17.8% 22.0% 24.7% 29.4% 32.2% ~ 
N 
I 

PAROLE REVOCATION 6.2% 15.0% 2,0.9% 23.4% 25.1% 26.2% 25.8% 26.9% 

RETURN TO PRISON 6.2% 15.2% 21.6% 25.5% 28.2% 30.0% 31.1% 32.5% 

RETURN TO PRISON OR NEW FELONY CONVICTION 6.4% 15.5% 21.9% 26.2% 29.3% 31.5% 33.0% 34.8% 

NEW ARREST/CHARGE 6,0% 13.2% 18.6% 23.1% 29.0% 31.9% 37.1% 41. 7% 

RETURN TO PRISON OR NEW CONVICTION 6.5% 16.0% 22.7% 27.0% 30.5% 32.9% 34.7% 37.6% 

RETURN TO PRISON OR NEW FELONY ARREST/CHG 7.8% 17.6% 25.0% 29.7% 33.8% 36.1% 39.9% 41.6% 

RETURN TO PRISON OR NEW ARREST/CHARGE 8.8% 19.8% 28.0% 33.3% 38.9% 41. 2% 45.7% 49.1% 

CASES FOLLOWED 2231 2231 2124 1773 1431 1160 865 517 

", 
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Table 64 

RECIDIVISM RATES FOR ADULT 
CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTIONS IN IOWA 

PERSONS RELEASED BY EXPIRATION OF SENTENCE 
BETWEEN JULY 1, 1973 AND DECEMBER 31, 1976 

FOUR -YEAR FOLLOW-UP 
BY RECIDIVISM CLASS (DEFINITION) 

RECIDIVISM FOLLOW-UP PERIOD IN MONTHS 
CLASS 

6 12 18 24 30 36 

RETURN TO PRISON 4.6% 10.2% 13.4% 16.1% 19.6% 21.6% 

RETURN TO PRISON OR NEW FELONY CONVIC~ION 5.0% 12.0% 15.7% 18.5% 22.3% 24.0% 

RETURN TO PRISON OR NEW CONVICTION 5.8% 13.6% 17.6% 20.6% 24.2% 26.6% 

NEW FELONY ARREST/CHARGE 6.1% 13.7% 18.0% 21.2% 25.9% 28.1% 

NEW ARREST/CHARGE 8.7% 18.2% 23.4% 27.3% 32.0% 35.8% 

CASES FOLLOWED 736 736 701 579 475 388 

42 48 

23.0% 21.8% 

26.2% 26.3% 

27.6% 26.8% 

30.4% 31.3% 

37.1% 38.0% 

283 179 
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FIGURE 23 
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FIGURE 24 
RECIDIVISM RATES FOR ADULT 

CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTIONS IN IOWA 

PERSONS REL~ASED BY PAROLE OR EXPIRATION OF SENTENCE 
BY SENTENCING OFFENSE (PART I PROPERTY CRIMES) 
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FIGURE 25 
RECIDIVISM RATES FOR ADULT 

CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTIONS IN IOWA 

PERSONS RELEASED BY PAROLE OR EXPIRATION OF SENTENCE 
BY SENTENCING OFFENSE (PART II PROPERTY CRIMES) 

SENTENCING OFFENSE (PART II PROPERTY CRIMES) 
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FIGURE 26 
RECIDIVISM RATES FOR ADULT 

CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTIONS IN IOWA 

PERSONS RELEASED BY PAROLE OR EXPIRATION OF SENTENCE 
BY SENTENCING OFFENSE (C:tlMES AGAINST PERSONS) 
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RECIDIVISM RATES FOR ADULT 
CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTIONS IN IOWA 
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FIGURE 28 
RECIDIVISM RA'fES FOR ADULT 

CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTIONS IN IOWA 

PERSONS RELEASED BY PAROLE OR EXPIRATION OF SENTENCE 
BY TYPE OF DRUG·LAW VIOLATiON (SENTENCING) OFFENSE 

SENTENCING OFFENSE (DRUG·LAW VIOLATIONS)' 

• CRIMES NOT INVOLVING DRUGS -------------. 

• NARCOTIC DRUGS -----------_ 

• MARIJUANA ----------""""'1 
• OTHER NON·NARCOTIC DRUGS 

36.4 
35,;6_ 34.9 /# 

34.0 .. --- • -- - - -- -.. 34.5 35.1 
#/~--:-:: 

32.9 

-;;;' 30.0 

,/' ~8 ~9 
/,26.6 --- - - - '\ 

24.2 ...... - \ /I~ /' 
22.1# / \ 

18.3'/#/ 19.~ \ ;:~~ 

-75 

-70 

-65 

-60 

-55 

-50 

--'45 

\ -35 

\ 
-30 

28. 
,. 

-25 

-20 

~7/ 17.0 17.4-"...... \;' \ 
/ .----....- \, , ,~ 15.~ 15 .• 

14.3'; 14.6,.. • .-..... ~ ~ --- \ •• , .; •• ··152 •••••••••••• .........- <- -15 
127 13.0 _ .. - , •••••••••. 14.6 14.3····.... • •• , 

. ..-.. 11.9, ....... 135 ............ . 
~ .. -, ...... ··;2.3· 12.9 12.5 \ 

.. 11.7 _, •••••••• \ 

/ 
~ ..... 10.8 -10 

8.5, •••• ··10.0 

/

# / ••• - .......... . 

2.6 .. /' • •••••• 7.5 8.1 
1.7~· L, •• ··6.4 
1.3 # 3.4 3.4 A.-" 
1~.1 /. ___ - ,",:,.0::""" •••••• 32 ... ·······2.2 . ---. 

RETURN TO PRISON OR 
NEW FELONY ARREST/CH~\RGE 

7. 

-5 

I I I i I I r I I 
3 6 9 12 15 18 21. 24 27 30 33 3U 39 42 45 48 

FOLLOW·UP PERIOD IN MONTHS 

:xl m 
Q 
c 
<: 
C;; 
~ 
:xl » 
-f m -rfl. -

---------------, .. _-,. 



- -75-1 
70-

65-

60-

55-

-c SO-
W 

~ 
a: 
:::E 45-
U) 

> 
S 40-

f-lO 
Vl W 
lAD: 

35-

30-

25-

20-

15-

10-

5-

- - ------~------------...,..--------.---------- --- - -- ~-------------------
FIGURE 29 

RECIDIVISM RATES FOR ADULT 
CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTIONS IN IOWA 

PERSONS RELEASED BY PAROLE OR EXPIRATION OF SENTENCE 
BY PRIOR FELONY CONVICTION RECORD 
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CHAPTER XV 

PRISON POPULATION: 
PAST TRENDS, PROJECTIONS, AND FORECASTS 

In the final analysis, it is the crime rate that best reflects the 
overall level of criminal activity in the state or the nation. Likewise, 
it is the size of the prison population that best reflects society's 
response to this problem. This is not to say that the variety of other 
criminal justice activities outside the institutional setting are withoHt 
worth ~n the continuing battle against crime. Rather, all actors in the 
criminal justice process lend their respective weights to the dual task 
of justice and crime prevention. Yet, when all is said and done, what 
single measure better typifies the end result of the criminal justice 
process than the number of persons locked behind bars in major correctional 
institutions? 

EAST TRENDS IN PRISON POPULATION 

Table 65 and Figures 30 and 31 provide an overview of the past trend in 
Iowa's prison population from January of 1973 through December of 1978. 
Information ;s given for the total population of prisoners, which includes 
those on work release and in the Prisoner Employment Program, and for 
each respective prison facility in the state. 

PROJECTIONS AND FORECASTS 

Figure 32 was designed to summarize the four major prison population 
projections and forecasts completed in Iowa in recent years. These 
i ncl ude: 

1) BCE PROJECTION - This projection was completed by the Bureau of 
Correctional Evaluation, (BCE) of the Iowa Department of Social 
Services in early 1976.' The projection assumed a continued increase 
in the crime rate in Iowa as a function of a growing "age bulge" of 
15-29 year-old males. 

lIowals Rising Prison Population~, Iowa Department of Social Services, 
Bureau of Correctional Evaluation (March, 1976). 
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IOWA STArrE PENITENTIARY - FORT MADISON 
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2) ADVISORY COMMISSION PROJECTION - This projection was completed by 
the s~aff of the Advisory Commission on Corrections Relief in early 
1977. The projection was based on "age bulge" calculations of the 
same type as those underlying the BCE projection, but in addit"'on 
involved calculation of future release rates and incorporated an 
estimate of the probable effect of new pre-institutional community 
residences on future prison admissions. 

3) MASTERPLAN FORECAST - This forecast, completed by the Adult Corrections 
Master Plan Project in 1977, involved a simple autoregressive 
calculation of the "most likely" continuation of the recent trend 
in the population. This calculation was based on population statistics 
showing that the increase (or decrease) ;n the population during a 
given year lIaverages" 57% of the increase (or decrease) in the 
population during the previous year. 

4) DSS FORECAST - This forecast was a simple update of the Masterplan 
forecast described above and was completed by staff of the Social 
Services Division of Adult Corrections in early 1978. 

The curve labelled MAXIMUM SYSTEM CAPACITY reflects projected changes in 
capacity of the py';son system under the lIunitizationll plan envisioned by 
the Social Services Department at the time the DSS forecast was completed. 
Since that time, the unitization plan has changed and the capacity line 
on the chart is no longer accurate. 

Table 66 gives a breakdown by facility and cell house of the total capacity 
of the prison system as of February 2, 1978, which is the date associated 
with the completion of the DSS forecast and \'iith the original unit'ization 
plan. Table 67 specifies the action steps of that plan. 

2Adult Corrections in Iowa, Report to the 67th General Assembly of Iowa, 
Advisory Commission Corrections Relief (March, 1977). 

-159-



-------.,-------------_. - -.' 
----------

I I Table 66 

FIGURE 32 I 'I TOTAL INSTITUTIONAL CAPACI1Y 
March 2, 1978 

I 30 

I I I 
1 29 

I I 
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21~ 21 

I I 
20 20 

I I 
19 19 

ADVISORY 
I I 

18 COMMISSION 18 
PROJECTION 

I I I 
" 

17 -17 

1976 19n 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 I .1' 
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DATE 

March 2, 1978 

AprilS, 1978 

June 5, 1978 

Aug 15, 1978 

March 10, 1979 

May 3, 1979 

May 20, 1979 

Feb 20, 1980 

Oct 20, 1980 

June 20, 1981 

Table 67 

MAXIMUM SYSTEM CAPACITY 
UNDER UNITIZATION PLAN 

(Ft. Madison Only) 

RESULTING PHASING 
CHANGE CAPACITY STEP 

2414 

-65 2349 Close hospital at Anamosa (levelS and 
testing) 

+100 2449 Open outside donnitory at Ft. Madison 

-50 2399 Close ce11house 20 for unitization 

+50 2449 Reopen ce11house 20 

+40 2489 Renovation of hospital area at Anamosa 
complete 

-190 2299 Close ce11house 18 for unitization 

+17 2316 Reopen ce11house 18; close ce11house 19-
south for unitization 

+9 232~; Reopen ce11house 19-south; close ce11house 
19-north for unitization 

+164 2489 Reopen ce11house 19-north 
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APPENDIX I 

DEFINITION OF OFFENSE CATEGORIES 

Since the vast majority of statistics appearing in this report are 
presented according to individual offense categories, it is important to 
understand their definitions to fully comprehend the meaning of the 
information presented here. 

UCR CATEGORIES 

For the most part, offense categories appearing in this report reflect 
UCR groupings of Part I and Part II offenses as follows: 

PART I OFFENSES 

1) MURDER AND NON-NEGLIGENT MANSLAUGHTER 
All willful felonious homicides as distinguished from deaths 
caused by negligence. Excludes attempts to kill, assaults to 
kill, suicides, accidental deaths, or justifiable homicides. 
Justifiable homicides are limited to 1) the killing of a 
person by a law enforcement officer in line of duty, and 2) 
the killing of a person in the act of committing a felony by a 
private citizen. 

2) NEGLIGENT MANSLAUGHTER 

• 

Any death which the police investigation established was 
primarily attributable to gross negligence of some individual 
other than the victim. 

3) FORCIBLE RAPE 
The carnal knowledge of a female, forcibly and against her 
will in the categories of rape by force, assault to rape, and 
attempted rape. Excludes statutory offenses (no force used-~ 
victim under age of consent). . . 

4) ROBBERY 
Stealing or taking anything of value from the care, custody, 
or control of a person by force, by violence or by putting in 
f ea r, such as s trong'-ar1l1 robbery, s ti ckups, armed robbery, 
assaults to rob, and attempts to rob. 

5) AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 
Assault with intent to kill for the purpose of inflicting 
severe bodily injury by shooting, cutting, stabbing, maiming, 
poisoning, scalding, or by the use of acids, explosives, or 

'other means. Excludes simple assaults .. 

lDefinitions of Part I and Part II offenses are taken from the report 
Crime in the United States - 1975, Uniform Crime Reports, Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, Washington, D.C. 20535. 
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6) 

7) 

8) 

BURGLARY 
Burglary, housebreaking, safecracking, or any breaking or 
unlawful entry of a structure with the intent to commit a 
felony or a theft. Includes attempted forcible entry. 

LARCENY (excludes motor vehicle theft) 
The unlawful taking, carrying, leading, or riding away of 
property from the possession of another. Thefts of bicycles, 
automobile accessories~ shoplifting, pocket-picking, or any 
stealing of property or article which is not taken by force 
and violence or by fraud. Excludes embezzlement, "con" games, 
forgery, worthless checks, etc. 

MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT 
unlawful taking or stealing or attempted theft of a motor 
vehicle. A motor vehicle is a self-propelled vehicle that 
travels on the surface but not on rails. Specifically excluded 
from this category are motor boats, construction equipment, 
airplanes, and farming equipment. 

PART II OFFFENSES 

9) 

10) 

11) 

12) 

13) 

14 ) 

15) 

OTHER ASSAULTS (simple) 
Assaults which are not of an aggravated nature. 

ARSON 
Willful or malicious burning with or without intent to defraud. 
Includes attempts. 

FORGERY (and counterfeiting) 
Making, altering, uttering or possessing, with intent to 
defraud, anything false which is made to appear true. Includes 
attempts. 

FRAUD 
Fraudulent conversion and obtaining money or property by false 
pretenses. Includes bad checks except forgeries and counter
feiting. Also includes larceny by bailee. 

EMBEZZLEMENT 
Misappropriation or misapplication of money or property entrusted 
to onels care, custody, or control. 

STOLEN PROPERTY 
Buying, receiving, and possessing stolen property and attempts. 

VANDALISM 
Willful or malicious destruction, injury, disfigurement, or 
defacement of property without consent of the owner or person 
having custody or control. 
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16) 

17) 

18) 

19) 

20) 

21) 

22) 

23) 

24) 

25) 

26) 

27) 

ILLEGAL WEAPONS 
All violations of regulations or statutes controlling the 
carrying, using, possessing, furnishing, and manufacturing of 
deadly weapons or silencers. Includes attempts. 

COMMERCIAL VICE 
Sex offenses of a commercialized nature and attempts, such as 
prostitution, keeping a bawdy house, procuring or transporting 
women for immoral purposes. 

SEX OFFENSES 
Statutory rape, offenses against ~hastity, common decency, 
morals, and the like. Includes attempts. 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES (dr~-law violations) 
Offenses relating to controlled or counterfeit substances and 
drugs, such as unlawful possession, sale, use, growing and 
manufacturing of such substances. 

GAMBLING 
Promoting, permitting, or engaging in illegal gambling. 

FAMILY OFFENSES 
Nonsupport, neglects desertion, or abuse of family and children. 

DRIVING UNDER INFLUENCE 
Driving or operating any motor vehicle or common carrier while 
drunk or under the influence of liquor or drugs. 

LIqUOR LAWS 
State or local liquor law violations, except IIdrunkenness" 
(class 24) and "driving under influence" (class 22). Excludes 
Federal violations. 

DRUNKENNESS 
Drunkenness or intoxication 

DISORDERLY CONDUCT 
Breach of the peace. 

VAGRANCY 
Vagabondage, begging, loitering, etc. 

ALL OTHER OFFENSES 
All violations of state or local laws, except classes 1-26 and 
traffic. 
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Arrest reports for the following offenses are part of the Uniform Crime 
Reports program but are not reflected in this report: 

28) 

29} 

30) 

SUSPICION 
Arrests for' no specific offense and released without formal 
charges being placed. 

CURFEW AND LOITERING LAWS (juveniles) 
Offenses relating to violation of local curfew or loitering 
ordinances where such laws exist. 

RUNAWAY (juveniles) 
Limited to juveniles taken into protective custody under 
provisions of local statutes as runaways. 

COMPOSITE GROUPING~ 

As given in Chapter II, UCR Part I crimes are grouped into categori~s of 
Violent and property offenses. There are, however, several categ~r1es 
of Part II crimes as given above that fall under' the general head1ngs of 
crimes against persons and crimes against property. The UC~ Part I and 
Part II offense categories gro'-,ped under these general head1 ngs are as 
foll ows: 

CRIMES AGAINST PERSONS 

1) MURDER/MANSLAUGHTER 
2) FORCIBLE RAPE 
3) ROBBERY 
4) AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 
5) OTHER ASSAULTS 
6) SEX OFFENSES 
7) OTHER MISCELLANEOUS CRIMES AGAINST PERSONS 

CRIMES AGAINST PROPERTY 

1) 

~~ 
4) 
5) 
6) 
7} 

~~ 
10) 
11 ) 

BURGLARY 
LARCENY 
MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT 
ARSON 
VANDALISM 
STOLEN PROPERTY 
FO'i{GERY 
B,t\D CHECKS/FRAUD 
EMBEZZLEMENT 
OTHER WHITE COLLAR CRIMES (not UCR category) 
OTHER MISCELLANEOUS CRIMES AGAINST PROPERTY 
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SPECIAL CATEGORIES 

I Periodically, throughout the report, special categories are used to 
u1low a more efficient presentation of data. These categories are 

I 
defined as follows: 

1) PAPER CRIMES - Forgery, bad checks/fraud, embezzlement. 
2) SEX OFFENSE AGAINST JUVENILE - Subclass of UCR category SEX 

I OFFENSES consisting of those charged with lascivious act~ with 
children. 

3) CONSPIRACY - Offenses within UCR category OTHER OFFENSES 

I consisting of violations specified under section 719 of the 
Code of Iowa (1975). 

4) DELIVERy-or-CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES - Subclass of UCR category 

I 
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES consi,sting of all offense~ satisfying 
the Iowa Code description: deliver)ng, manufacturing, or 
possession with int~nt to deliver or manufacture, controlled 
or counterfeit substances, including accomodation offenses. 

I Occasionally given for specific categories of drugs. 
5) POSSESSION OF CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE - Subclass of UCR cateogry 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES dealing with possession of drugs other 

I than possession with intent to deliver as described above. 
Occasionally given for specific categories of drugs. 

6) MORALS CRIMES - Includes UCR categories COMMERCIAL VICE, 

I 
FAMILY OFFENSES and GAMBLING, and other miscellaneous categories 
such as abortion, adultery, bigamy, incest, sodomy, cohabitation, 
indecent exposure. lewdness, presentation of immoral plays, 
selling obscene literature, and others. 

I 7) OTHER MOTOR VEHICLE OFFENSES - All offenses involving moto~ 
vehicles except those specifically placed in other categor1es. 

8) CRIMES AGAINST PUBLIC JUSTICE AND AUTHORITY - Subclass of UCR 

I category OTHER OFFENSES consisting of crimes ~uch as bribery, 
public corruption, escape, aiding escapes, fa1lure to ~ppear, 
perjury, probation or parole violation, inte~ference wlth 

I 
administtation of justice, treason, compound1ng lesser felo~y, 
contempt of court, extortion, impersonating an officer, res1st-
ing execution of due process, false reports or alarms, desecra-
tion of flag and resisting arrest. 

I 9) FORCIBLE FELONY - Category of offense involving fOl"'ce specifi-
cally defined under the new criminal code to include r~URDER, 
SEXUAL ABUSE, ROBBERY, KIDNAPPING, FELONIOUS ASSAULT, BURGLARY 

I IN THE FIRST DEGREE, and ARSON IN THE FIRST DEGREE. Correspond-
ing offenses appearing in the old criminal c?de w~re grou~ed 
into a cateory FORCIBLE FELONY that appears 1n thlS repor-~, 

I 
10) DRUG-LAW VIOLATIQ,ti - Synonymous with UCR category CONTROLLED 

SUBSTANCES. 

I 
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APPENDIX II 

DATA INSTRUMENTS 

Much of the information appearing in this repo~t was collected by the 
Iowa Department of Social Services through the Division of Adult Correc
tinns and the nO\'I inactive Bureau of Correctional Evaluation. Data 
input devices uSEd to provide this wealth of case data include: 

1) 

2) 

3) 

4) 

5) 

6) 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES - BUREAU OF ADULT CORRECTION 
SERVICES - ADMISSION DATA --
Collected by the Division of Adult Corrections during the span 
rr 1974 - FY 1978, this form provided admission data on all 
persons in adult correctional institutions (including work 
release) during this five-year period. 
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES - BUREAU OF ADULT CORRECTION 
SERVICES - ---- -
Tilis form is a companion to form #1 and provided release data 
on persons leaving adult correctional institutions (including 
work release) during the five-year span FY 1974 - FY 1978. 
VARIABLES ADDED TO CORE INSTITUTIONAL FILE 
This is a list ofvariables collected from prison files of the 
Iowa Board of Parole by the Iowa Adult Corrections Master Plan 
Project. This information was added to the file containing 
information from forms #1 and #2. 
EVALUATION CODESHEET - CLIENT CHARACTERISTICS - POST
CONVICTION PROGRAMS 
This form, Which was collected by the Bureau of Correctional 
Evaluation during the three-year period 1974-1976, provided 
data on adults admitted to probation, parole and residental 
corrections programs in Iowa during the three-year span. 
EVALUATION CODESHEET - POST-CONVICTION PROGRAM DATA 
This form is a companion to form #4 and provided release data 
on persons leaving probation and parole caseloads and residen
tial facilities during 1974-1976. 
EVALUATION CODESHEET - DEFENDANT CHARACTERISTICS AT TIME OF 
ARREST ----
Collected during 1974-1976 by the Bureau of Correctional 
Evaluation, this form provided arrest, interview, and pre
trial release data on persons interviewed by pre-trial release 
projects in Iowa. 
EVALUATION CODESHEET - PRE-TRIAL SERVICES AND COURT OUTCOME 
DATA -
A companion document to #6, this form provided pre-trial 
services and court disposition data on persons interviewed by 
pre-trial release projects during 1974-1976 and subsequently 
reaching final adjudication in court during this period. 
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8) STATE OF IOWA - DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES - BUREAU OF 

I 
CORRECTIONAL EVALUATION - COMMUNIl=V-CORRECTIONS DATA COLLECr:.QN 
Thit form served to replace forms #4, 5, 6, and 7 and has been 
collected since March 14, 1977, first by the Bureau of Currec-

I 
tional Evaluation and later by the OBSCIS lInit of the Division 
of Adult Corrections. The form provides arrest, interview nnd 
pre-trial release data on persons interviewed by pre-trial 
release projects, and admission and separation data on prob~· 

I tioners, parolees and on residents of residential co~rections 
facilities and halfway houses. 

? I 
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DEPARTMENT OF SOCL\L SERVICES 
BUREAU OF ADULT CORRECTION SERVICES-ADMISSION DATA 

IDENt. NO. ____ ~NAME,___,~-:----r........,.~ ___ __:;:::_:____:_----_...,...,....,,....,..,...--INSTITUTION 
(3-8) Last (9-27) First Middle (28-29) '--

Ims 1 OgNCE,_7n'":r----r"...,.,...--r->I,..-___ --::::----:--r...",-...:,..,...S . S. NO. ,."....,.~ _____ B. C. I. NO. 
City (3b-42) County (43-44) (45:'54) (55-61)-----

SEX: (62) 1. Male _2. Female OFFENSE(s) (16-24) 1st Codi' .. 
2nd 

3rd 
lHRTHDA'fE: (63-68)-,.-________ 1. 
AGE AT ADMISSION: (69-70) 2. 
ETHNIC GROUP! (71) 3. 

I 
I 
I 
I 

ting County: (25-30) 
f 6ffense (31-33) 

0. Caucasian Commit I 
1. Negro Type 0 

2. Latin American (1) Felony (2) M1sdem. (3) Other 
3. American Indian Number of Counts: (34-36) 1 I I I 
4. Oriental Length of Sentence: (37-45) I : l I 
5. Other Yr. M. Yr. M. Yr. M. 

MARITAL STATUS: (72) Amount of Sent. Remitted (46-51) Yrs.1 : -IMo' s 
1. Single Sentences to Run (49-51) I I I 'I I 
2. Married (1) N.A. (2) Concurrent (3) Consecutive 
3. Common Law Final Length of Sentence(52-54) Yrs.1 : IMo's 
4. Divorced Committing Court: (55-57) I I I I 
5. Widowed (1) District (2) Magistrate (3) Federal I 
6. Separated Legal Assistance: (58-60) I I I I 

LIVING ARRANGEMENT: (73) (1) None (2)~vn Att. (3)Ct. Appoint. (4)Unk~ 
O. Alone Determine Guilty: (61-63) I I I I I 
1. Spouse and Family (1) Plea (2) Jury (3) Other 
2. Parent(s) or Step-Parent Jail Credit Received (Days) (64-65) -------3. Rela~ives Expiration Date, ______ ---:-______ _ 
4. Foster Parents Presentence Investigation Completed: (67) 
5. Institution (0) No (1) Yes 
9. Other ___________ - ______ __ 

"EDUCATION COMPLETED: (74-75) 
None or Kindergarten 00 
E1em: 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 
Hi. Sch: 09 10 11 12 
College: 13 14 15 16 17 18 
Unknown: 19 

VETERAN OF U. S. SERVICE: (76) 
_0. No _1. Yes 2. Unk. 

CURRENT OFFENSE DATA 

08 

ADMISSION DATE: (9-14) ________ _ 
TYPE OF ADMISSION: (15) 

1. Court Conviction (Direct) 
2. Court Conviction-Probation Violation 
3. Court Conviction while on Parole 
4,. Court Conviction out on Court Order 
5. Court Conviction because of Escape 
6. Court Conviction while on W.R./Fur1. 
7. Parole Violation (Rules only) 
8. Return for Replacement 
9. Safekeeping or Evaluation 
O. Civil Commitment 

Time Retil~lining on Unexpired Sentence 
____ years Months Days 
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If off. is against a person-Give Co. in which 
cr.ime occurred (68-69) I 
Was a court Ordered Menta,l Health Evaluation 
Completed Prior to Admission? (70) 

_0. No _1. Yes _2. Unk. 

ALCOHOL INVOLVEMENT: (71) 
O. None 
1. Under the Influence at time of Offense 
2. History 9f Alcohol Problem 
9. Unknown 

DRUG INVOLVEMENT: (72) Code II 
O. None ~--' 
1. Using of' Narcotics, _________ _ 
2. Using of Marijuana, Hashish, T.H.C. 
3. Using of Other Drugs ________ _ 
9. Unknown 

PREVIOUS OFFENSE DATA 
JUVENILE COMMITMENTS: (73) 

O. None 
1. In Iowa 
2. In other' States 
3. Both Iowa and Other States 

NUMBER OF PRISON COMMITMENTS: 
_____ In Iowa (74) 
_____ In other States (75) 

Time Since Last Release (Mo' s) (76-77) __ _ 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
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I 
.1 

-~----------___ L __ _ 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES 
BUREAU OF ADULT CORRECTION SERVICES-RELEASE DATA 

:DENT. NUMBER ---:. __________ _ 

(3-8) 

lAME ________ ~----_ _:_::_::-:-:-:------- INSTITUTION __ " ..... _---'L...-__ _ 
First Middle (9-10) Last 

Date of Release (11-16) ________ _ 
~onths Since Adm. to this Inst. (17-19) __ 
rime Remaining on Unexpired Sentence (20-25) 

_Yrs. __ Mos. _Days 

tyPE OF RELEASE: (26) 
1. Expiration of Sentence 
2. Case Dismissed, Set Aside or Pardon 
3. Discharge by Court Order 
4. Release on Appeal Bond 
5. Parole 
6. Reparole (Replacement or Board Action) 
7. Death 
8. Safekeeping or After'Evaluation 
9. Release of Insane or Civil Commit. 
O. Transfer Out To ____ . ~ ~ 

REASON FOR TRANSFER: (27) 
O. Not Transferred 
1. Disciplinary 
2. Inmates Request 
3. Program Change 4. Other ____________________________ ___ 

AGE AT RELEASE: (28-29) _______ _ 

ACADEMIC EDUCATION RECEIVED: 
1. No. High School Credits (30-31) ___ _ 
2. No. College Hours (32-33) -------1 

VOCATIONAL TRAINING RECEIVED: CODE HOURS 

1. 

2. 

3. 

WORK EXPERIENCE: (Type) 

1. 

2. 

3. 

DISCIPLINE REPORTS: 

(3'4-35) (36-38) 

(39-40)(41-43) 

(44-45)(46 .. 48) 
CODE MOS. 

(49 .. 50) (51 .. 52) 

(53-54) (55-56) 

(57-58) (59-60) 

1. Number of Major Reports (61) 
2. Number of Minor Reports (62) 
3. Number of Escapes (63) ____ ~~_--
4. Number of Parole Revocations (64) 

Good/Honor Time Lossed (Days) (65-67) __ _ 

Time on Work Release (Days) (68-70) 
~'---

G.E.D. Review (Hours) (71-72) 

Admission Date (Month, D~Y) '. ()3-75) __ _ 
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1) 

2) 

3) 

4) 

5) 

6) 

7) 

8) 

9) 

10) 

11) 

VARIABLES ADDED TO CORE INSTITUTIONAL FILE 

Occupat,)~onal Level 
skilled 

- not skilled 

Known aliases 
no 
yes 

Weapon involved with current offenses 
none 
firearm 
knife 
other weapon 

Prior arrests 
0-2 
3-5 
6 or more 

Juvenile arrests 
no 
yes 

Prior probation terms (exact number up to 8) 

Prior jail terms (exac numl::er 

Prior felony convictions 
none 
one 
two or mo:t:e 

Prior forcible felonies 
none 
arrest(s) 
convictions 

up to 

History of absconsion or escape 
no 
yes 

Prior probation revocations 
no 
yes 
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CP.c2'H14/1S EVAlUAT IOU tOD(SItEET 

ClIEIIT CHARACTERISTICS - POST-COnVICTION PROGRAMS 

I ~E·---'U~.t:-------------~--~fl~?~ifr----------------VMri\~~ 
MTE COOED: 

I COURT DOCKET 
lUIDfR 

DJCODJ 
IIOIIth \loy Vllr 

I I 'I III f,G[ 

I ("'f T'rr-n I I I I 
d:JdJtt;J 

20 SEX 

1 H.l. 

I 
I 
I 
I 

3 DATE OF 
ARREST 

IIonth o.y Voar 

4 ~T~VEO OJ CD OJ 
12 13 14 15 16 17 

5 SOURCE OF ASSIGtf4ENT TO THIS PROGIWI 

o VoluntHr 
I Hon-odjudi"ted .uiV"""'nt 

(speclfY),-=_=-",,"" 
2 Sentencod by cr! .. ln.1COiirt 
3 Senttnced by non-crlmtnal court 
4 Parole ~lrd 
5 ~rk R.l.u~ Board 
6 Feder.l 
~ Uncodabl. or Other 

6 CliENT STATUS Itf4EDIATELY PRIOR 
TO ASSIGItIEHT TO THIS PROGRAH 

Aw.itlng trial - R.l .... d on 
on recogn1unct 
",,"ltlng trl.l - Rel.ned on bond 
Awaiting trlol - Rel .. ud to 
p ... trhl ReIer. .. Proj.ct 

~~~m ~~~!h:;/:~j!~ to 
5 Aw.itlng trio 1 - Ottlined in jill 
6 Jail - SlI'ving sentinci 

o 
18 

D 
19 

Z F_lt 

21 RACE 

I Splnlsh ....... rlc •• 
2 ""gro-Amoricln 
J Anglo-lMrI"n 
4 Americln indian 
5 Ast.tlc-..... rlcln 
• Other (I"'clfy), _____ _ 

22 HlMB£ll OF ALIASES 

(!dentity FalsifIcation Only) 
O·g or IIIOr, 

23 MILITARV EXPERIENCE 

0110 
1 Yes, honorlble discharge 
2 Yes, dlshOllorlble discharge 
1 Yu, othlr type of dhchervl 
4 YIS, type of dlsehlrve unk.
S Y .. , active 

24 MARITAL STATUS AT TIME Of 
~5SIGIt4ENT TO THIS PROGRAM 

I Singl. (n.ver ""rrl.d) 
2 MarrIed 
3 Seperated 
4 Divorced 
',loIido .. d . 

L.~I ~I I~I~I 
1 

1. O. 1lJH&£ll cu, ... at.we) 

COO£O BY: 

w 
o 

~9 o 
50 

Q 
o 

52 

o 
53 

33 HISTORY OF ILLEGAL 01\ EXCESSIVE. 
USE OF 0000$ 01\ Al.COt«:ll 

o Ho u .. 
I Inf ... qulnt use 
Z Fo"","r regular UII • 

no curren t U," 
3 Fonner rlguhr UOi* • 

currin t UI. unkntMI 
4 Curront "gular UII 
, Uncodabl. or other 

(Ipectfy) __ 

a. AlcohOl 

b. MarIjuana, huh Ish 

c. ""phet .. lnl~. barblturatu, 
tr.nqun herl, .tc. 

d. Hilluclnog.nl 

e. fIIrd nlrcotlcs (hlroln, 
noorphtne, cacllne, atc,) 

34 EHPLOYMENT AT T1H£ OF ASSIGIf1EHT 
TO T"IS PROGIIAH 

I I [J 
a 9 

D 
64 

o 
65 

Q 
[) 
o 

68 

o 
69 

7 Mental inttitution 
8 ""'di co I facility I 

6 ConIIln-LIIi MarriAgt 
7 Hoeoltxual AI; ian .. 
• Uncoolab1e or athlr (I"'clfy) _____ __ 

o Un .. played/lald off 
1 Employed full-tiM 
2 Employ.d part-ttN 

9 COrr .ctlon.1 progru, 
~ Uncod.bl. or other 

7 PREVIOUS ASSIGIKNT PROGRAM 
CODE: (speclfy) _______ _ 

I L-ZO--L-2-1.J...-2""Z..J 

8 SEHTENCING OFFEkSE 
(see of~lnsa list) 

[ I I I 1-1'---',.----111 I I I I 23 24 25 26 Z1 30 31 

9 ~HG~H~;.::E UIJ 
I 

999 - Indefinite 32 33 34 

10 IUIBER Of PRIOR ASSIGII£NTS 0 
TO THIS PROGIIAH 

0-9 or IIIOre 

I 11 AGE AT FIRST ARREST 

12 ..... BCI OF PRIOR ARUSTS I 0-9 Or more 

13 Nl.MBER Of JUVENILE COMMITMENTS 

0-9 or "'on 

114 NltIBER OF PRIOR 
ADULT CONVICTIONS 

I 
I 
I 

O·g Or IIOro 

15 IUIBER OF PRIOIt ADULT 
PR I SON SENTENCES 

O·g Or OIOrt 

16 IUIB£ll Of PRIOR ADULT 
JAIL TEllIS 

0-9 or IIIOrl 

17 NltIBER or PRIOR .. OIATiON 
TDlMS 

0-9 or IIOre 

18 PR£-SOOEIICE 11fIE£.~,lGATIOlf 

000 - NoM Yes. (specffy) ______ _ 

35 m 
J6 37 

45 

o 
3B o 
39 

o 
40 

o 
Q 
o 

43 

25 IUlDER OF LEGAL DEPEIlJElfTS 
(excluding nlf) 

26 IUIBER OF LEGAl. OEPEJilDITS HOT 
SUPPORTED FINANCIALLY BV CLIENT 
(princtpal or rlgullr lupport) 

27 LlV IHG ARRAHGDlENrS 

1 livIng Ilone • 
2 Living wtth lpoult (Ind Children) 
3 LIvIng wtth child(ren) 
4 living with IOIrent(11 
S Living with fri.1Id (I 
• Other (Ipectfy), ____ _ 

28 PUBLIC A5SISTAltCE AT TIlt: OF 
ASSIGII£NT TO THIS I'tIOIIW4 

o None 
1 S." only 
2 Dopendentl only 
3 Self and dependlllt& 
4 Dlper*nt upon reel pi ent 

of pllbltc I .. latant. 

Z9 COUNTY OF RESIDENCE 

30 COUNTY IN l.nCH au.c 
~S C(JtIITTED 

31 ME DAUGS 011 ALCOHOl. CONNECTED 
WITH TMIS CASff 

o Ho connlCtlon 
1 V .. , defendant had been usIng drl/gl 

or Ilcol101 It tI .. of affens. 
2 VII .... lIted crl .. lo&l cherve 
3 YIS. off", .. c_Itted to obhln 

IIIOney for ct."1/g1 or .lcohol 
~ Y .. , ath.r (IPlCtfy),~~ ___ _ 
• Hot posslbl. to det.,.'ne 

32 TYPE OF ORoo COIiItECTED WITH 
CUllltENT CASE 

o Dotl not .pply 
1 Alcohol 
2 Mar.IJu.na, huhiah. etc. 
3 oIooph.tIIIl .... bertllturatas. 

tranqulllzeri. etc. 
• Hlllucll'llglftl 
5 Hard narcotics (lwrotn. IIOrpllfne, 

cocallll, etc.) 
• Unk_ o~ other (1I*tfy) _____ _ 
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D 
54 

Q 
Q 

o 
57 

CD 
III 5t 

CD 
10 61 

Y 

3 UnQlllploYlbl. d~ to handicap 
~ Uncodlbl. or other (lplClfy) ____ _ 

35 WEEklY INCOME (In dollars) 1 .. --.--... 1;--..... ' 

36 OCCUPATIONAl LEVEL AT TIME OF 
ENTRV INTO THE PR0GRN4 

o Hone 
1 Unsktlled 
2 S..,t-Iktll.d 
3 Skilled (Trades) 
4 Clerical 
5 S.les 
6 H.naglr 
1 Proprietor 

70 71 72 

o 
7J 

8 Prof"a lonll 
~ Uncodablt or ather (specl1y), ____ _ 

37 PRIMARY II«:OItE SOURCE 

ONonl 
1 Own emploYl"lnt 
~ Spouse's IIIIplaJ'lllnt 
3 Family 
4 Cooopenlltlon. benefit. or r.tlrement 
5 Inherltanci or Invutlltnh 
6 Public alilstinc. 
7 CriJIIlnal acttvfty 
8 Oth.r llIdlvldu~l 
• Other (sptclfy), ____ _ 

.18 YEARS OF F~L SCIIIOI.I,.. COI1I'1.ETtD 

39 STUDENT STATUS AT TIME Of 
ASSIGtf4ENT TO THIS PRDGRN4 

o Hot • Itudent 
1 Full-tIM stUdent 
2 Part-tlillt student 

40 DIPLIMS AIIl DEGREES 

o Hone 
1 High School 

Equlvall11Cl/(q£D) 
2 Htgh school 
3 Spectal Trade 
4 Alsoclate of Art. 

5 MISS 
6IWMS 
7 PH,D/M.D./J.D. 
B POlt-Doctoral 
• Other (specify) 

OJ 
16 76 

D 
77 

D 
78 

rn 
7t • 



EVALUATION CODESHEET 
POST-CONVICTION PRQGRAM DATA FOAM 8021. 

1.0. IUIIER (*11. IJ%4nk) 

~'---'~--------------~~--------------m~~--~. Cut fl ... £ "Iddlt ( 
I 

I I IJ I 
3 4 5 6 

Y.I,I I 
DATE CODED: IT] rn rn 

Month . Day Y.ar 

z 
COOED BV: 

PROGIWI I. D. 
IU4BER I I 

10 11 12 
2 lCIA'- SECUliITY HOOlER 

11] OJ 
TYPES OF ACTIVlTItS 00 
ORGA.HIZATlOIW. IINOLVDlEHT 

I Social " Proftuional 
2 Athletic 1 5,1 f-lmprovlIIlIlnt 
3 Husital ii Service 
4 RtllllOUI 
5 Pol1 lcil 

9 Other (specify) 

4 1U48ER Of SCHEWLED COUNSELOR-CLIENT 
COIfTACTS I'UCH cLlm FAILED TO il!EP 

5 NlI!II£R OF SCHf:DULED OUTSIDE CONTACTS 
WUICH CLIEI!T fAILED TO KEEP 

6 HttIOER OF NEll olO8 AsS IGtt4EIfTS 
WITHIN THE PROGRAM 

HIJ4BER OF JOB IIfTERVIEIIS 

8 1U48£R OF OUTSIDE olOBS HELD 

9 NOOlER OF OUTSIDE olOBS OBTAINED 
THROUGH CLIENT'S OWN EFFORTS 

10 lllJotBER OF TUIES EMPLOYER 
TERtII~TED (mED) CLIEIfT 

11 NIJotBER OF WEEI<S 011 LOIIGEST -HELD 
JOB 

12 IU4BER OF WEEI<S DlPLOYED I 
13 TOTAl, TAXAIILE INC<»4E I I 

36 36 

14 IU4IER OF RULE III'RACTIONS FOR 
WHICH CLIENT IMS DISCIPLINED 

15 NlJlBER OF TI"ES PLACED IN 
JAIL OR ISOLATION 

16 IU4I£R OF DAVS SPENT XN 
JAIL OR ISOLATION 

17 ..... ER .OF ICII1III INSTANCES 
OF ILLEGAl. DRIHi USE 

18 IU4IER OF KIIIWN INSTANCES 
OF EXCESSIVE ALCOI«)L USE 

PROGRAM PROCESS 

I I [ I 
13 14 15 

I I I 1 

DO 
16 17 

0 0 
18 19 

IT] 
20 21 

IT] 
22 23 

0 
24 

Q 
0 

26 

0 
27 

0 
2B 

I I 
29 30 31 

I I I 
32 33 34 

I I I 
37 38 39 

0 
40 

0 
.1 

I I 
42 43 44 

0 
0 

19 DID CLIEIfT RECEIVE ALCOHOL 
(ANTABUSE, ETC.) TREATMENT? 

o Does not apply 
1 110, refulid trtltlllnt 
2 Yes, vlry relUctantly 
3 Ves, sClllltlltlat reluchntly 
4 VIS, co~perltively 

20 DID CLIENT RECEIVE HARD NARCOTIC 
(METIWlONE, ETC.) TREATMENT? 

o Does not Ippli 
1 No, rtfusld trHtlllnt 
2 VIS, very reluctalltly 
3 Ves, 'IIIIMlt r.'u.::hntly 
4 Yes, cooperativ.,y 

21 DID CLIENT EMlAGE IN EDUCATIONAL 
OR VOCATI(liW. PURSUlT? 

o 110 3 Ves. Special Tradt 
1 Ves,· High SchOol 4 Ves, College 
2 Ves, GED 5 Ves, Other (Spec! fy) 

22 SERVICES PROVIDED TO C(lENT 

KEY: 

01 
47 

o I 
I 

o I 
49 

I 
00' None 05 Lodging 10 Alcohol 
01 ~IOjWtnt 06 Ffnancfil 11 "ldlc,l I 02 Education 07 Family 12 legal 
03 Vocational 08 Psychological/Psychiatric 13 Rlliglous 
04 Transportation 09 Drugs 19 Other 

lbIber I 
NlInber Provided 

Type of Servlct (Specify Servlct and by WhOll Provided) 

OJ 
50 51 

ocr'l 
52 53 

OJ 
54 55 

DOl 
56 57 

OJ-
5& 59 -----------------

~Ol 
60 61 

OJ 
62 63 

CD 
66 67 

CD 
70 11 

I '·D ...... 
_ (L4alXl Bla1t1c) 

23 NEIl OFFENSE(S) ALLEGED 
(USt offenst 1 ht) 

[( I I 
7 8 9 

24 MTE OF FIRST NEW 
OFFENSE ALLE&ATlON(S) 

DOl 
64 65 

DO I 
68 69 

~Ol 
72 73 

Y. I ~ ] -:-1 ~I i .&...-1 , .&...-. '--5 L-...I, I I I 
II . , 
lDrnrn" 

. 'Q 

I I I I 
cUI 



u 

JUST let I!£SU.I!CII EVALUATION CODESHEET 

DEFENDANT CHARACTERISTICS - AT TIME OF ARREST 

Fonn 102741 

1.0. NlJIBER(I",,,w JI/,,,,k) [I 
...•.. ·"·~tTrst""------·lfiffi1Tc-· 

IlAlr Wtlto' mdJrn 
1 WIIIU ItlW t 

tllJ1ULII 

i SOCIAL SECURITY /lUHbER 

I I I I I I I I I I 
3 OATE OF 

M.ts, OJ CO W 
4 STATUS AT TII1E OF ARREST OJ 

00 In no correctional program 
01 Awaiting trlbl·-released on 18 19 

recognl zance 
02 AwaitIng tr1al··released under 

volunteer supervision 
03 Awaiting trlal··roleased to 

Pretrial Release Project 
04 Awaiting trrar:'"-released to 

Protrl~l Services Project 
05 Awaiting tr1aJ .. released on bond 
06 Await Ing trh I··ass I gned to 

reSidential corrections 
07 Wanted for non-adjudicated offense 
08 Serving sentence In minimum security 

prQ~ram (I.e., residential corrections) 
09 Serving jall sentence (specify jail) 

10 ServIng prIson sentence (specify prison) 

II IlOpr06atlon (statel 
12 On nrobatlon (local 
13 Ov )arole (state) 
14 0(, 'parole (local) 
IS On work-release (state) 
16 On work-release (local) 
19 Other ($pcclfY)_~ _____ _ 

5 NUMBER OF PRIOR RELEASES TIIROUGH 
PRETRIAL RELEASE PROJECT 

6 HUMBER OF PRIOR ASSIGNMENTS TO 
PRETRIAL SERV ICES PROJECT 

[J 
U 

21 

1 ARREST ALLEGATlON(S) 
(see offense list) I I [J 

I I I I I 22\ 23 I 2§ J 
25 26 27 

8 AGE AT FIRST ARREST 

9 NUMBER OF P~IOR ARRESTS 

o • 9 or more 

10 NUMBER OF JUVENILE COMMITMENTS 

o • 9 or more 

11 NUMBER OF PRIOR 
ADULT CONVICTIONS 

o - 9 or more 

12 NUMBER OF PRIOR AOULT 
PRISON SENTENCES 

o • 9 or more 

13 NUMBER OF PRIOR ADULT 
JAIL TERHS 

o - 9 or more 

14 NUMBER OF PRIOR PROllATlON 
TERMS 

'-'0 • 9 or I'lOre 

15 AGE 

28m 
31 32 o 

33 o 
34 o 
35 o 
o 

37 o 
38 

CD 
39 40 

tOllto bY: 

17 RACE 

1 Spanl sh-AmerJ can 
2 flagra-Amerlcan 
3 Ang I o-Ameri can 
4 American Indian 
5 Asiatic-American 
~ Other (specffy) __ . __ _ 

18 NUMBER OF ALIASES 
(Identity Falsification Only) 

o - 9 or more 

19 HILITARY EXPERIENCE 

o No 
1 Ves, honorable discharge 
2 Yes, dl shonorab Ie dhcharge 
3 Yes, other type of dl$charge 
4 Yes, type of dl schar~e unknown 
5 Yes, active 

20 PRESENT MARITAL STATUS 

1 Single (never married) 
2 Harried 
3 Separated 
4 Divorced 
5 Widowed 

o 
41 

o 
42 

o 
43 

o 
44 

o 
45 

6 COlTl1lOn-law f1arrl age 
7 Homosexual Alliance 
~ Uncodable or other (.pecify) ____ _ 

21 NUMBER OF LEGAL DEPENDENTS 
(excluding self) 

22 fllRiBER OF LEGAL OEPENDEIITS NOT 
SUPPORTED FI NANCIALLY BV CLIENT 
(principal or regular s~lpport) 

23 LIVING ARRANGEMENTS 

living alone 
2 Living wi th spouse (1110 children) 
3 LIving with c"ild(re,l) 
4 living with p~;-ent(sl 
5 Living with frlend(s 
~ Other (specifY) 

24 COUNTY OF RESIDENCE 

25 COUNTY IN WHICH CRIME 
WAS COHMITIEO 

26 ARE DRUGS OR ALCOffJL CONNECTED 
W!TIl THIS CASE? 

a No connecti on 
1 Yes, defendant had heen using drugs 

or alcohol at time of offense 
2 Yes, related cril11lnal charge 

o 
46 

o 
47 

D 
4B 

IT] 
49 50 

IT] 
51 52 

o 
53 

3 Yes, offense cor.mitted to obtain 
money for drugs or alcohol 

4 Yes, other (Specify}"..! . ...-_____ _ 
~ Not possible to determine 

'i!.7 TYPE OF DRUG CONNECTEO 
WITH CURRENT CASE 

o Does not apply 
1 Alcohol 
2 Marijuana. hashish, etc. 
3 Amphetamines, barbiturates, 

tranqui 11 zers, etc. 
4 Hallucinoger.~ 
5 Hard narcotks (heroin. morphine, 

cocaine, etc.) . 

o 
54 

~ Unknown or other (speclfy) _______ _ 

-176-

1 

211d 1101.', 1I111NI)ANI IIAVl A IIlf"(~IY 
OF Ill[GAI OR tXctsslVL OIIUG 
OR Al COIIOL USE? 

I No known history 
2 Yes 

28b TYPE(S) OF DRUG(S) 

o Does not apply 
1 Alcohol 
2 Harl juana, hash i sh 
3 Amphetamines, barbiturates, 

tranqUll i zers, etc. 

o 
55 I 
01 

5 Hard narcotics (heroin, morphine, 
4 lIallucllJogens I 

cocaine, etc.) 
~ Unknown or other (speclfy) ______ _ 

29 EMPLOYMENT STATUS 

a Unemployed/lald off 
I Employed full-time 
2 Employed part-time 01 
J Unemployable due to handicap 
~ Uncodable or other (specify), ______ _ 

30 WEEKLY INCOME (In dollars) [ I I II 
58 59 60 

01 
31 USUAL OCCUPATION LEVEL 

D None 
I Unskilled 
2 Semi -sk 111 ed 
3 Skf11ed (Trades) 
4 Clerical 
5 Sales I 
6 Manager 
7 Proprietor 
8 Professional ./ " o Uncodable or other (specify) ______ ·_~_·-.r;-ro • 

J2 PRIMARY INCOME SOURCE D I 
o None 
lawn employment 62 
2 Spouse's employmant 
3 Family 
4 Compensation, benefit, or retirement 
5 InherItance or investments 
6 Public assistance 
7 Criminal activity 
8 Other indiVidual 

I 
11 Other (speclfy) _______ _ 

33 PUBLIC ASSISTANCE 

o None 
I Self only 
2 Oe!'i!ndents only 
3 S~lf and dependents 
4 Dep",-.;!;nt upon recipient 

of public assistance 

34 YEARS OF FORHAL SCHOOLING COMPLETED 

35 STUDENT STATUS 

o Not a student 
I Full-time student 
2 Part-time student 

36 DIPLCI'IAS AND DEGREES 

o None 
I HI gh Schoo I 

5 BA/BS 
6 MA/MS 

01 
63 

I 
IT] 

64 65 I 
o 

66 I 
o 

Equivalency (GED) 
2 High School 

7 PH.D/H.D./J.D. 
8 Post-Doctoral 

67 I 
3 Special Trade 
4 Associate of Arts 

II Other (specify) 

I 
GLJ 

79 80 I 

I I. D. NUMBER (r .... <',W1! /lL-mk.) 

I 37 STIITUS liT TIME OF INTERVIEW 

1 Interviewed prior to arraignment 
2 Released on own recognizance 

I 
3 Released on bond 
4 Released to juvenile authorities 
5 Detained at medical or psychiatric 

facil ity 
(speci fy) t--.--n.----------

6 Detained In Jal 

D 
7 

INITIAl PRETRIAl ICtj' rn w 
I 8 9 10 11 12 13 39 PROJECT INTERVIEWER 

I I I I (specify), __________ _ 

II 40 NUMBER OF PROJECT POINTS 

I 41 

AFTER INTERVIEW 

NUMBER OF PROJECT POINTS 
AFTER VERIFICATION 

99 Not verified II 42 RECOMMENDATION BY COURT 
SERVICES PROJECT 

1 Release to Pretrial Release Project 
2 Release to Pretria1 servrees Project 

14 

I 3 Release not recommended - case referred for 
Pretrial Services Project consideration 

4 No recommendation 

I 43 REASON FOR NO RELEASE RECOMMENDATION 
FOR PRETRIAL RELEASE PROJECT 

I 
o Does not apply 
1 Defendant does not qualify -

not enough points 
2 Oefendant does not qualify -

enough points but poor risk 
3 Other charge pending 
4 Defendant posted bond prior 

to recommendation 
5 On hold for other agency 

(specify) 
6 Gu i lty P l-ea-a""'t-a"'r"'r-a"'i g:::n"'m""en""t~-
fl Other 

(specify) ________ _ 

15 16 

W 
ITJ 

19 20 

D 
21 

o 
22 

PRETRIAL SERVICES '[TIVI'CtJ CD 
JI( 23 24 25 26 27 28 

45 PRETRIAL SERVICES PROJECT INTERVIEWER r I I I 
I (specify)..... ~9 - 30 D-

46 REASON NOT INTERVIEWEO BY 
PRETRIAL SERVICES PROJECT 

I 0 Does not apply - defendant interviewed 
1 Decision based on initial interview 
2 Released under volunteer supervision 
3 Released to Pretrial Release Project 
4 Released on bond prior to interview 
5 Charged with traffic or misdemeanor 

offense 
6 On hold for other agency I 

I 
(specify), ___ ,..........,.-______ _ 

7 Defendant a poor risk 

(specify).-::-I_:r===c:::-:I ____ _ 
8 Refused to be interviewed 

I 
~ Other 

(specifY)r ________ _ 

32 

-177-

47 RECOOMEtlllATIOO FOR Rt'LEASE. TO 
PRETRIAL 5tRvtCr.~ PROJECT 

1 I(elcd~c rl'l.olllll~nded 
2 l!rlll!<l5C not rc('ollllllcnded 

40 REIISOU FOIl HO IUUII5l RECOMMENDIITION 
rOR PRETlIIAL StRVICE5 PROJECT 

o Oocs not apply·-rclcase recommended 
1 Eva 1 ua ted .15 d poor ri sk 
2 Ih'lc,lsCllI nn bont! prior to recolIHllendation 
3 He fused to P<lI't i c.i P,l tl' 
4 Un hu It! fur olhl!I' d!l('tt(;y 

5 I~~~~~~ r~~ ·oTTeiii;·c·· .. ·_· - .. __ ._-_ ...... .. 

(specify), __________ _ 

~ Other (specify) _______ _ 

49 COURT ACTION ON PRETRIAL RELEASE RECOMMENDATION 

o Does not apply-·no reco~nendation 
1 Released to pretrial Release Project 
2 Released to Pretrial ~s Project 
3 Not relnased--Project recommendation 

not follO\~ed 

50 IF INITIALLY REJECTED BY BOTH PROJECTS BUT LATER 
ACCEPTED, INDICATE DATE OF ACCEPTANCE 

D 
33 

D 
34 

D 
35 

wUJw 
36 37 38 39 40 41 

51 ASSIGNED PRETRIAL RELEASE PROJECT NUMBER 

52 ASSIGNED PRETRIAL SERVICES PROJECT NUMBER 

53 NAME OF COURT 

(specify), __________ _ 

54 DATE OF RELEASE cIJrnUJ 
42 43 44 45 46 47 

55 PRESIDING,J_U_DG_E _________ r I 
(s peci fy L L._~-'-. """:'::' ....... -::"::' ...... 

56 AMOUNT OF BAIL SET BY COURT 
(in dollars) 

57 DISPOSITION 

1 Charge d~opped or dismissed 
2 Guilty plea at arraignment 

51 52 

3 field over for preliminary hearing 
4 Waived to Grand Jury 
5 Waived to County Attorney 
6 Prosecution deferred 

58 PRETRIAL STATUS 

1 Released on own recognizance ., 
2 Released under volunteer supervlslon 
3 Released to Pretrial Release Project 
4 Released to Pretrial ~s Project 
5 Released on bond 
6 Released to Pretrial Services and bond 
7 Not released--detained in jail 
8 Not released·-referred to other facility 

(specify}, _________ _ 

48 49 50 

I I 
53 54 55 

D 
56 

o 
57 

[IJ 
79 80 



I 
\-> .. ~ 
00 
I 

EVALUATION CODESHEET 
PRE-TRIAL SE~VICES AND COURT OUTCOnl DATA 

~------~l.~'~t------ '----.... ~M"lanar.r_----

~'t CIJIl((): rnc1Jrn 
I I I , I 1=8 

SOC I AL SECUftITl IUIIER 

[I..--1J.-.L--t1 OJ U 1 I I 
DATE Of W CD rn "11TH 

14 15 16 11 

4 DATE Of 
AAREST 

AM£ST AlLEGATlOII(S) 

wwW 
~. TlIIAl mUoS£ STAT\JS 

I ftt1tu~ on _optl,,,, ... «)I' _ b<lndl 
2 ~IIN$K to ""I .. teer sUJ*Mhlon 
J ill:leo~d to !'n·trl" .. , ... " PI'OJKt 
• IIItl."u to ' ... ·trl.1 ~1 1roJKt 
5 l1li: .. ," on 1>&11 ---
, Ilot ... I.ned • ~t4lnt' In Jill 
1 ~t reltas .... rtrerred to 

.tt.er hcllitl (SPeclfl) '-========-_ ~ II:ltQdtolole 01' o~r ($l*C.1lY/_ 

,~ ASSIGIIElI TO 
'('~H1') _________ _ 

1\ "/'fro Of t.CTlVITIES 011 (lffO.IJUv.no=!Al. 
IIMlY£ll)l1' III1LE A ~ 0.100' 

I ~"'7'.1.' 
i AtIIlotlc 
J /Mlcal 
4 "'1I91ous 
S I't)Htlcol 
~ r."fllnI OIIal 
7 S<tlM"",rowsent 
a !;..,,'4Ice 

[ I I I 
J4 J5 1I5 

o r:l 
00 

• 111'.<04:01. or other (lpeclf1'I ______ _ 

IS 1I".tl!Ci:R Of SOIEliaED lli\,riSElOll·t1.1 EIlT 
aJIITUTS 1fI10! o.lEIIT fAILED TO l£EP 
, ...... 

IS TOrN.. TAII.III.E INtOI'( 
\!HIlt A I'MQWI CLIM 

16 1QI5£. Of ".FMCTlOllS Of 
Il!A.ES Alit 1f110! lIIE 
ClIElO'lIAS OISCIPLIII£O 

17 .... ER \If tillES !'lACED IN 
JAIL 

\I 

19 

20 

21 

22 

1IUI'S!It Of DAYS S'EIIT IH 
.\All 

~V( TIIn£ lIWI ItIOI1I IIISTMC£S 
or ILLEGM. !IllIG USE MIl:; '!II1DO 
Of IISS IIiRIITl 

o 110 
1 1ft 

KM£ TH(R( IWI QIO'lIIl IIISTMaS 
Of' £lICESSI¥Ii Al.CI81 US( OUIUII& 
'!ftiDD Of ASSIG*EIO'? 

o IlG 
1 18 

DII'lOIt'S AIlO D£Q££S OITAIIlED 
IAiIL£ " CLIEIfT Of nils I'1IOGIlM 

0 110M . 
I "Igk SChool Equlvlle1<Cl «':I.il) 
z High School 
3 S!>cclll TrK:t 
~ J.lS"late 
S !ac;helor 
6 ~lt.r 
p IJntcGoble fir o~ ("",elfyl 

1/[11[ ~EW OfFl1lSES ALLEG£O OU~II~; 
llIE PF.£TRtAL PERIOD? 

o II<> 
I Va 

23 Q,t,TE OF FIRST Ii£W 
OFfEI!5E AtLEGATlOII 

51 

I 
51 

1.0. IIJO[II 
(Ani ..... It [ .. tuatlon ,",It) 

toO(o 1i1: 

50 

I I 
53 

I 
51! 

D 
63 

26 S[l\'Iltr..s I'IIOVIIl£D TO cum 
l£Y: 

DO IloM 011 "rd\Ol~lc.1I 
01 EIqI10)"11tt1t hydolltrlc 
OZ [IlIICltl.., Of 0M0p 
01 Vocatl .... l 10 Aledtol 
04 T"""I!IOI"t4Uon 11 IIIt4lcol 
os LOIItlftU 12 L:n' CItO flft ... cl.l 1l 1bI! 1,1 .. , 
07 F.Il1' I' 000er 

rnl~ __ ($(IQC __ I_f1 __ ~,.._I_te_IIN!_ .. _'_IOMBI __ ~_f_*<I_)_ 
7 !I 

IT] 
1l 

IT] 
l> 16 

m 
11 10 

IT] 
23 24 

IT] 
27 28 

27 Pf1lGM1I ClUTCtV£ 

I "'rtlcl~t>N In tatal FO.,... ... 
2 '.rtlclpoat>N In '"'9''Il0l, .... t 

3 =~l:' ~'ft"~~"lM'Oject I'OCCIIIIllldatiOll 
4 RetU7'M<l to Jail 4uor to .... off_ orrest 
5 -..turMd to Jail dol:! to akcOftd11lll 
, -..tllf'fld to Joll tuo to teebftluti t1' 

[~If1')~ ___ _ 
1 AMcoMotd 

........ 
IIooIlM h'CIIl bI 

.f ." C.UIIII 

EIo 
10 

DO 
IJ 14 

DO 
11 18 

DO 
11 n 

DO 
25 

ITJ[TIOJ 
64 61, .6 ,51 61> 69 o Unco<Sable or otller hpec:lfll _______ ---

-
13 1IJ:IC&£11 D1 m .!CD I\SSI~ 

1111111. TIl( ~ - - - -

24 IIlST SERIO'JS nEW 
OFf£!!S£ IJ..LEG£~ 

,5 Hl~ER OF NEil 
OFf£IiSES ALLEG£O 

10 
I 

D 
1S 

- 1nD[1 1.1 t.l ] 
~_:"4 ... 

28 DArt or T£MI!IHATIOll 
IN ffilGIIJ.I! 

(.~Clfy) ____ .~. 

(000 • 1IctnO) 

- .. -



Ol!11HJS O£it_IIT' FAil W'AFf!M 
foo Nff lIOlDOL6I' ~I JlA",~? 

() Ho . 
1 i~f cq~rt 'ff,tgnm.nt 
Z Prelfm,A.ryh,.rfng 
3 trl.tI~~fJd~.nor 
4 r"U1ic (Otlt't 
5 Ol'trlct court ArraIgnMent 
~ 1rl.l.~J.df~~'bl. Qff,n.' 
1 5,nttnl'.ing 
J IlncCld.i>I, O( uthar !lptCffy) ____ _ 

o 
41 

,I 
31 !lIIH OF fll\St fMI.~E TO APPEAR WWW I 

I 
~z DID THE 'lFEIWAlIT RECEIVE AllY 

COMPANION CHAAGES? D 

I 
34 

I 

I 
136 

1
37 

38 

139 

1.0 

I 
°1 

9l 

I 
I 

o »0 
1 f.!lur. to 6PpI.r 
2 Hlbltu.l trlmlna' 
3 Cont(lll!Jlt (if court 

~S TIlt oUElUlAIIT COIIV 1 elE!> 
ON 'OMPAHI0~ CUARGES? 

o Ho 
1 r.llur. to ,ppI.r 
2 II,bH.u.' crllllln.' 
3 Cont.~t of court 

DtfEKOANT RtPIIESEHTAtlOH AT TIME 
CI finAL AOOU01CATIOH 

1 Self 
2 ~rlvdtelj·reUlned (splCif,y) _____ _ 

J Court·.ppolnte!l counse\ (lplcHy), ____ _ 
4 Public dOftnder/Clfflndtr .dVClcate 

5 Prlyate organiZAtion (5peclfy) _____ _ 

48 

D 
411 

0, 
SO' 

, Uncodablf or other lspeclfy) ____ .......,--.,., 

FIAAL DATE OF LAST COURT AOJUDICATION eLI [tJ W 
51 52 53 54 55 56 

[iliJ[ I II I 
79 80 

I. o. NUMBER 

2 3 5 4 Ii 

CONYICTIIIG OFFEN~E(S) 

NlJI8ER Of COUNTS 

'l:RIGltiAL ALlEGATt~ 

Nlt\B£R OF COUNTS 

!«lW NlJUDICi\TE[) 

0 Hone 
1 Guilty plit .. 
2 Ju.Jg, '$ fii1d 111\1 
3 Jilry v.rdi ct 
4 D1$1111u.d 
5 IjJfloNd 
Ii Ii!»Id forf.it~rl 
7 ID cont"t • Ur.codlb 11 or oth ... 

(specify) 

WlER£ 010 ttliW. 
AOJUDICK; ~II OCcual 

j Trtff'lc court 
2 LoWr tOllrt 

o 
34 

D 
35 

3 Dhtrict CllUl't • Ot.htr :l· 
(specify} 

-179-

43 JUDGE 

44 ORIGIML PRDGRAM 
A5S1GN~D TO BY COURT 

41~ LEI«iTH OF SfN' £NCE SPEC I FlED 
BY COURT (DAVS) 

o - 9997 9199 • Life 
9998 • Indefinite 

46 WAS THIS SENTENCE SUSPENDED 
OR OEfERRED? 

o No 
I Ves, $u5p1nd~~ 
2 Ves. d.f.rr~d 

47 PROG"AM CLIENT 
ACTUALLY SENT TO 

48 LEI«iTH·OF SENTE~E SPEClrl£D 
BY COURT {!l.WS} 

sa 55 56 

LI o • 9!l9i 9999 • LH~ 
9998 - Iodeflnltt 57 58 S9 6~ 

49 

SO 

51 

52 

53. 

54 

COHOIlIO" 

0 "0 condition specified 
1 Dru9 trfatment 
2 Alcohol treatmant 
3 Psychological tr .. tment 
4 Hedfcftl tl'1!atlllent 
'5 Correctjon~l progr~ 

" Other (sped f y) 

Program Cod. 
(specify) 

LEOO1H Of TREA lMENT PERIOD 
SPECIFIED AS CONDITION 
(n\lllber of months) 

001 - 998 III'onth5 
999 - Ind.finite 

AMlU/fT OF FINE (1'1 do !lars) 

~UNT OF RESTITUTION (In dollars) 

0000 - Moil. 
ggg9 • AMount Unknown 72 

lIAS A tOO ICE OF SENTENCES 
OFFERED TO DEFEMlANT7 

o No 
1 Ves 

RELEAS[ STATUS OF CLIENT BETWEEN 
ADJUDICATION AND SElITENCING 

o Sentencld It time of Idjudlcltion 
1 Relusad 01\ l"lcognlnnce (or Oio'll bond) 
2 R.'.lstd to volunteer supervision 
3 Rel.nld to P"ltrlll Rel .... Project 
4 Ral.'ltd to Pritrtll Sir_ices ProJ.c~ 
5 RIlllsed on bit' 
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