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'INTRODUCTION 

• 
until fairly' recently, research concerning the etiology 

of the female juvenile delinquent was virtually ignored. 

Numerous stucUes regarding juveniledell.nquency have been 

cQnducted but they almost always stud±ed the male delinquency . , . 
popUlation. Delinquency has tra4~tionally had an implicit 

male connotation because of the higher ratio of males that 

commit delinquency acts as compared to females (Ch~sney-Lind, 

19i!J);~ According to Freda Adler (1975), jIlt i~;just because 
, 

of the female's tendency to conform and the ~ictimless nature 
. " 

of ~ ,transgressions that '\::.he study of female delinquency 

~as been so long neglacted. ,,2 ~'lallenberg and Sanders (1954) 

explain that, girls ~ gen'~rallv deviated £E..£m ;!:h.§. i..eni'~:le ~
~ ,exRectations rather than from criminal statures;3 and as 

a resul~ investigation of male behavior seemed more urgent., 

C~n~.sequently, little is kno'ln'U about the etiology of female 

delinquency at a time when the number of. incidents and the 

severity of acts are increasing dramat~cally. David Ward (1968) 

summarizes the current situation as follows: "Our knowledg.e of 

the character and causes of female drimina).ity is at the same 

stage of development that characterized our knowledge of male 

criminality some thirty: or more years ago.,,4 
.. 

Section I analyzes the natt!re and incidence of female juve-

nile delinquency. ~e results reveal that not only has the 

number 'of female delinquents increased at an alarming rate, but 

gir~'::(.are being arre"sted for crimes that up until 'now ",ere con-
., 

B~dered the domain of the male delinquent. crimes of armed 
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robbery, arsen, assault, criminal sale of dangerous drugs, 

.. 

. " 

ugrand larceny and: other similiar crimes are regulaJ:ly beinIJ, 
," 

(}committed by girls. These developments indicate a somewhat 

dramatic change in the incidence and nc;t.ture of fem~le d~lin

quency.: and the change quite possil:?lY,is related to the change 
, , 

in the female sex role currently being e*per'ienced. 
. 1 

Fre4a ]>.dler, the author of .Sisters In Crime (1975)," 
" - ~ I \0:/, 

, . I 

believes tha.t there isa direct relationship between the general 

trend 'towar~~" the emancipation of women and the increase in ~he 

proportion of female delinquency. She states :that the incidence 

• of". femaled$linquElUcy is even greater than repQ1;.'ted, but, there 
, h t ;."/.-

~s still a "Social Resistance" to recognizing female criminality 

in g~neral. Social role expeatation and social behavior shape 

female behavior and the nature of female deviancy.5 ~s. Adler 

',states, "A girl'st.raditional role.was restricted to the 
family; her ,chief concern was her physical 

~ , 

appearance because through it she hoped to attract 
a proper male: and her prime but perishable claim 
to respectibility was her Virginity. Determining 
the rules of normalcy from the exceptions of 
delinquency, the conventional female teen-ager of 
the first third of the twentieth century moved in 
a two-dimensional world bounded by familial fealty 
and sexual abstinence. The former guaranteed her 
present sec~rity ••• the latter her future prospects. 
From. such a socially restricted habitat, there were 
only two directions in which she could transgress -
disob7dience and promiscuity. If she was a runaway .. 
she m1ght be involved in both •••• This tyPe of juve
nile led some investigators to the conclusion that 
male delinquents tend to hurt others while female 
delinquents tend to hurt themselves • .,6 . 

The pattern and nature of female delinquency is rapidly changing, 

however. The ~ncreasing antipathy which teen-age girls fdel 

toward their traditional female roles could easily lea~ to their 
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ac~ul.sition of even more social and antisocial male ,~ehaviors:\ 
. 

4Uld significantJ.y,l girls are receiving different role cues from 

their own family units which contributes to different btaha.vioral 

):esX?onse~. 

Nancy l'lise, (lSl67) 'in J1er~t:ildy. qf delinquency aniong middle

cla!3s girls lends additional support. Her studies reveal that 

() modification of sex roles among middle-'class adolescents challenge 

some of the notions about the quantity and quality of female . 
delinciuency;~'She found 'that middle-class boys and girls exposed 

to changing m?\le ang" female role. definitions are ~doPting similar 

patterns' of delinquent and non-delinquent behavior. Middle-class 

girls nO\,I eng~age in a wide variety of tyPes of behavior that we,re~' 

fo~merly "con~idered typically male activities II .. 7 

Another' factor that has contributed to the increase in "female 
/7', ,: 
\';),'1 

delinquency is societ±:.bs' response, (i.e. the police, prosecuter, 

courts, probation) to anti socia). acts committed by females. A 

. great 'many charges are dismissed because' of unwilll;Sngness of the 

victim to press charges and the attitude among arresting officials 

that a r,eprimand is sufficient. This is especially true when 
I', 

there are dependent children involved. Bloch and Geis, (1962) 

submit that the disproportionate ratio of male and femal~Offen-
, ~ ~ 

de;t:'s may 'lz~ a contingency ,of biased Court action rather than\:n 

extension of established roles. "~ subordinate ~ g!. ~~ 

has generalized, ~ !!.QE!l Qi. protectivenGss. 11
8 

But as sex role 

expectations have changed, so has the response of the criminal 

and, juvenile justice agencies and society in general. f,lany of , 

the 'acts that were overlooked or that,were re,;;;6lved in alternat(~ 

Wa2{S ,are now more equally processed through the system. 
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In 1950, otto Pollak challenged the basic, assumpi;.ions 
I ~ . 0 

copcerning the type of female ,involvement in criminal behaviot". 

In his book, ~ criminality Qi. liomell,9. Pollak argues 'that 
.' 

women's partiCipation in crime has not been significantly lower 

~an men's but 1,1 the types of ,cr"~~mes ',lOmen cOmn:\it are ,less 
. , 

,likely: to be detected i 2} even when' detected I they are less 

,li~e,ly; to be reporte5?- - for example, shoplifting, domestic 

theft ---- .' and theft by prosti tutes'~ and 31 even when their crimes 

,are reported, women still have a much petter chance than do meh 

of avoiding arrest or conviction because of the double standard 

,favorable to women f which is used by la\-1 enforcement officials • 

Pollak also believed that even when women commit visib:Le 

types 'of crimes, they are less lD;:ely to' be apprehended because 

their male victims are too embarrassed to report the act or too 

easily manipulated. When a man and a women have teamed to cOmn:\it 

crimes, the man is the one who is likely to get caught and pun

ished, because he is usually the active partner. The man gets 
n 

caught because he engaged in the overt act~ Women usually play .. 
. 

j:he, role of instigator, rrl0tivator, or, arranger. chivalrv prevent.~ 

,the man"from involving his female counterpart. 

primarily then, for the three reasons cited above, pol.lak 
.. 

contended that the greater conformity of 'women as opposed to men 

is a mytil. lO Unfor:!:unCltely, ff:P0llak' s book did not motivate 

re~~earc.r. in this area, and the causes and extet1E female criminali ty 

is largely unkno\oJn. 

• The etiological factors of delinquency ar'e many and diverse. 
(';:; 

Researchers have previously tended to diffe:rentiate delinquenoy 
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between males and females as being ~asically differen~tdeveiop .... 

., _ mental proces-ses. 
\) -

Previously, researchers as.sociat~d much of 

malefte1inquency as a rebellion against female authority 

(parsop,?, 1947)~ as a method of asserting manliness (Miller, 
'- ,'~' 

1.958) and as a result of the lack of opportunity to pursue 

:!.egitimate goals (Cloward and ohlin, 1960). Female delinquents 
o 

in contrast were felt. to have resul.ted from a sp'ecificset .,of,. 

p~Qblems ~n their lives (broken homes, sexual involvement., 

',S~hOOl failure) ~ 1l 

TraditionaLly most writers on women in crime and delinquency 

have traced £emale criminal~ty ~o biological and/or psych~logic~l 

sources w~th little or no discussion of Such social-structural 

considerations as the st~t~ of the economy, occupational and . 

educationbppo~t~nities, divisions of labor based on sex roles, 

and diff$rential association. Cultural, situational and motiva

tional factors have been ignored~ Freudian theory has carried 

:~1 considerable weight. However I with the merging of behavioral 

patterns along with changing sex roles, and situational or 

opportunity changes, many of the current theories are vigorously 

being challenged. 

The main objective of" this paper is to analyze anq clearly .. 

identify the naturea:nd scope of this phenomenon: and to evaluate 

th~ adequ~rcy of existing theories for this sub-groupo Before 

this analysis can begin, however, several definitions about this 

popUlation must be'clarified. 

-According to the Family Court Act of New York, (1962, 1. 1970), 

a "Juvenile Delinquent means a person over Seven u.I1d less thaI1 

sixteen yca~s of age who does any act which, if done by ~n adult 
Ii 

o. 

I 
,! 

." .l 

12 
would oonstitute a. crime. II' An importnnt distinction must be 

.made ~t thispoirl.t tor proper analysis of the literature. A 
'," ,I 

'juvenile delinquent' is not synonymous with a 'person in neeCi 

of supervision'. Considerable confusion exists in the litera ... 

ture and quite often these terms are used interchangeably 

when describing the female juvenile delinquent. However, 'per

sons in need of supervision' have not, committed ~cts of a crimi-
0';. ",,:::~:;,,';"~~'.::',.,.,.: --::';:"'"X:;·~::.:'A';;:.o.";',,:,,,;,,":-::,.,,;,,, -::l.,.::, 

n~l';'nature{;-.:whereas a j~venile delinquent has broken the law .. 

P.r.~N.S. youngsters are incorrigible, ungovernable or habitually 

disobedient and beyond the laWful COl'ltrol of parent or other 

lawful authority. These offenses are status offenses and.would 

,riot be crimes if committed by an adult. The I juvenilt? delin-
1'(1: 

q:uent I and 'person in need of supervision I •• populations are not 
13 

identical and the distinction must be clearly understood. The 

purpose of this study is to investigate female juvenile,delin

qUency and not those young.sters who are considel;'ed persons in 
. , 

need of. supervision. 
(I 

The overall strategy of this paper ia the following: 1) to 

conduct an extensive revie\'l of the literature and research con-

cerning female delinquency and criminality~ 2) to empirically 

analyze and identify all asp,ects of the development of this phe
\) 

nomenon o~ female delinquency in suffolk Countyr ~) to conduct 
g 

an in dep1,:h analysis of ten speoific cases to identify c\1ltural, 

.situational and motivationalfaotors; 4) to conduct an historical 

overview of female delinquency theories as well as contemporary f/J 

theories of juvenile delinquency; 5) to evaluate the adequacy o~ 
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these theories in view of our empirical research1 and 6) to 

conduct an overall analysfs and present the resultant conclu-

sion of this process. ,', 

\" Brieft,Y, this report a!ttempts to identify this phenomenon 

and ev~luate the adequacy of existing theory in coping with 

the emer~ence 6f female juvenile delinquency~ 
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P1\RT I, ST.\T! STIC1I.L DOCtT!·~ENT,,\Tlm-l 

A) National Trends 

Juvenile delinquency has traditionally been 

male phenomenon. In the 1900's, ratios of over fifty males to 

one female juvenile delinquent were common. According to more 
, 14,15,16 _ 

recent stat1sticg, the ratios of males to female 

delinquents has now been reduced to four-to-one in favor of. males 

for most'criminal activity. 
,\ 

According to the F.B.I. unifo'i-m Crime Reports of 1973, 

serious female juvenile crime has increased 306.1 percent since 
• U 

1960 9 The increas~ for teen-aged boys was 81.6 percent.' The 

ration of juvenile males and females re~erred to court has 

shifted. from 4 to 1 prior to 1973 to 3 to ~. Also, the number 

of fema.le juvenile cases referred to court nationally doubled 

during 1965 - 1972 as compared to a 49 percent increase for juve
lS 

nile males •. -, . 
Reg.arding adult female arres.ts, the F. B. I. I S Uniform crime 

Reports show that; female ,arrest rates for the majority of seri-

"ous offenses are also rising much faster than male arrest rates. 

For the period 1960 - 1973, the arrest trends are startling. 

~mile arrests for males increases 87.9 percent during this 13 .. 

year period, arrests for females soared 277.9 percent. Current 

statistics show that the proportion of- women in crime is higher 

than at any other time since the end of World t'lar lIe 7, 8, 19 
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(( tn 195'3, roughly 1 in 7 arrests for larceny involved a . 
woman; however, in 1972 the ratio was approximately 1 in3. , 

tt seems that the tremendous increase in the serious female 
~. 

offenses occurred for property offenses. The proportion"of 

f~males. arrested for violent grimes has hardly changed over 

the p~t two decades. '. The greatest i~,creases for females were 

for the offenses of effibezzlement, fraud, forgery and counter

feiting an£'the increase was especiaily marked for the period 

between 1967 t9 1972. If the average rate of change that 

occurred between this period continue, female arrest rates for 

larceny/theft, fraud and effibezzlement'will equal the male 
. . 20 

~ota11n a shqrt per10d of time. 

, A,lt::hough this trend of rising female juvenile crime and 

delinquency is accelerating, recognition of this phenomenon 

by the juvenile and criminal justice systems is almost non-

existent. 
l-c.. .. , 

An analysis of female juvenile offender grants 

nationally from 1969 - 1975 indicates that only 5 percent of 

all juvenile delinquency discretionary proj~cts were specifi

,cally female related programs. Only 6 percent of the block 
. 10 21 

juvenile grant~ were specifically female related programs. ' 

,Thereforci few programs focus on the special needs and problems 

of female juveniles. 

S) ~cal Trends - Suffolk County 

In.order to analyze the increasing phenomenon of female 

juvenile delinquency in a suburban community, the nature and 

inc~dence of female offenders in Suffolk County were analyzed. 

" . 
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OFFENSE 

Burglary 

Crim. Tress. 
" ' 

Petit Larceny 

fo.rson 
o 

'Henacing 

Assault 

Rqbbery' . 

Harrassment, 

Narcotics Vi.ol 

TOTAL NO. 

TOTAL 
H F 

935 83 

+77 32 

336 176 

15 3 
, 

ISLIP 
M F 

203 

61 

88 

2 o 

9 1 4 o 

102 27 23 5 

38 6 9 o 

25 19 4 o 

77 13 19 2 

1714'" 360 413109 

J ~ 
B]!,BYLON ,'iliiut~TINGTON 
M'F "", '\\ H ,F 

7[97 e 2 
2 17' 4 

28 :" 37 25 

4 3 1 o 

5 1 o 

19 4 21 2 

12, 2 8 3 

4 11 1 4 

,;,18 3 10 2 

o 

340 61 192 42, 

SMITHTOWN BROOKHAVEN 
H F M F 

49 2 386 

.9 2 28 10 

11 3 66 

3 . 0 5 o 

o o 
,. 

o 0 

'5 3 ',' 31 10 

8 1 

o , 10 4 

9 2 15 2 

93 ,. 12 595 114 
1,' 

EAST E~"'D 

M F 
c, 

" 

50 " 5 

81 

14 11 

o o 

o o 
G 
3 3 .. 

o o 

{} o 

6 2 

101S 
o 

209 

512 

18 

10 

129 

44 

44 

.90 

" 

81 2'2 2.074 

--------~-·--_+------~--_r~--------+_--------~~~:~0il----~r---------+---------~~----~--;-~--~ 

82.6% 17 ,"4~ 79 .. 1% 20~91{,84..8".J; 15.2~p 82 .• % 1~%" 88.6% il.'! '83.9% 16.1' 78.6% 21.4"10 100%° 
"\.(, 

GRAND TOTAL 2074 522 401 234·. , 105 709 103' 2074 
\) 
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'llhe incidence.o£ arrest,· Family Court adjtidication. rates and 

probation supervision rec6rds ",ereanalyzed. Not" only the 

nwober of incidents but the type of delinquent acts were docu

mented. 

Suffolk County is located on the eastern balf of Long Island 

and is second in :hTew York State for the size of its juvenile 

offender population according to' data, compiled. by the New ~iork 
, 

s~ate Division for Youth. New Yo~k city is first. The county 

has a combination of rural and suburban characteristics and a 
'\, . 22 

population slightly over 1.3 million. The median age is 26 .• 4 
I 

years and .43.5% of the population is under 25 years of ag~. 

According to the 1970 U.·· S. c;ensus figures, there are 

elightly more males than females in the Suffolk County juvenile 

populCrtion, In 1970, there were 226,781 males and 218,650 
~ '! 

females in the 0 - 17 age group. 

,; Analysis of the male/female juvenile delinquency statistics 
;~ 

£·or Suffolk County reveals that t1:le local trend is quite similar· 

to the riational increase~ As illustrated in Tables I, II, III, 

l.V, ~nd V, "female juvenile delinquency has increased at a much 

~ g~eater rate than male juvenile delinquency, although percentages" 
-~ 

9l: both sexes in the general. population has remained relatively 

stable. The major findings of the 1975 Suffolk Police juvenile 
23 

al:'~est statistics, as indicated in Table I, reveal the following: 

II Of all the juvenile arrests for harassment, 43.2"/0 were of 

females~ (19 out of 44.) 

. ~) of all the arreots in 1975 in Suffolk for juvenile 

'. delinquency, acts ofassau'lt, 21% were of females. 
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i:rADLF. 

I· 
J 
I 

I 

Burglary 

TJ .. : 

Other Larceny-
Arson 
Harassment 
Assault 
1·1enacing 
Robbery . 
Narcotic Viol. 

, 
~H 

WI 

SUFFOLK COm;l'Y JUVRFTLE Dr.Lr~'OUENCY 
!,RimS;r Fl!EI)UEnC'{ ny on:'!~:':SE 

I 

}\lID I·!t'.t.i·:/t·'E:·;';Li-; nIS'1~rHBtJ'l'ION 
- BE'l'i'lEEN 1956 .5. 1975 . 

1956 1957 1958 1959 
~! ,,' 1960 1975 

:·1 F U F U 

8S 2 127 2 139 2 104 0 150 2 935 83; 
54 1, 40 1 32 1· 43 3 27 0 336 176-

3 0 i 0 1 0 4 1 3 ,1 15 3 
35 0 44 0 45 3 44 0 37 a 25 19 
10 2 25 4 18 6 23 4 18 3 102 27 

15 0 22 1 10' 3 10 3 ~6 ('I'-"~~-.O~·.)~~I:t 9 1 o 0' 0 0 ~ 0 8 1 ~ 3Q 6 
"--.......::0::.-.+-...::0~1i-. _...::Oy--::O~ii-' _...::b::",;,--::O~ii---::0~--::O~.:t---::'!.-i~~_-"7:...;7~ 1·~.· 
rr --

5 ~ 260 8 ~ '251 15 ~ 236 12 246 6 h,s37 '328 205 
210 

\ " 
I'" 
I 

26f3 

, , 

248 Z52 
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OFFEiNSES .' 

Burglary 
Other 

L::lrceny 
Arson 
Harass-

ment 
Assault 
l.~cnacing , 
P.obbc:::v "
!~a:::;cotlc 
'Viol. 

a 

TABLE ,III :.' ,SUFFOLK JUVEN!LE ARREST 
PERCENI1'0GE BY OPFEf~SE 

'l\ND .ZV'J\LTWFENALE BREAlillOWN 
BET~'1EEN 1956 & 1'975 

.v 

~l956 1957 1950 1959 1960 1975 
H ••. F 

98.2"/0 
100'10 

1.8% 97.6% 
o 100"/0 

100"/0 0 
83.3% 16.7% 
100"~ .0 
.-0 i.' 0 

o 

.. 

100"/0 
86.2"/0 
95.2"/0 

o 
,,·.0. 

}".j: 

F 

2.4% 
o 

o 
13.8"/0 
4.3% 

o 
:0 

M 

97% 
100% 

93.8"/0 
75% 

76.9'/0 
1000/0 

O. 

F 

3% 
o 

6.2% 
25% 
23 .• 1% 
o 
o 

. , ~ . : ~ .' 

100{~ 
:~ 

93.5% 
80% 

100% 
85.2"/0 
76. go/o 
88~9'/o 

o 

F 

o lJ8.7% 

6.5% 100% 
20"/0 ", 75% 

o 100% 
14 • 8"/0 85 .• 7.% 
23.1% 100% 
ll.l% lOO'/o 

o 0 

F F 

1. 3%H. 9'/u 8.1" 

o :-,5.6% 34.4% 
25% C33.310 16.7% 

o 
l4.3"/o 

.0 
o 

56.8% 
79.1% 

90"/0 
36.4% 

4 3 • 2"/0 
20.9'/0 

10"/0 
13~6% 

o 35.6% .14.4~ 
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Of a1.1 the Jlwenile larceny arrests in the CountYI 
(M< 

3'h4% (176 OUt of 514)"were by females. 
" 

'In the TQwn of, Islipl 18.5% (46 out of 249) of all 

juvenile bur9.'lary arrests were by females. 
. ~" 

Of all the arr~sts for narcotics violations, 17.4% 
, ~;::: 

6)0£ all. the arson arrests, 16.7"/0 were ~juvenile femal~ 

·offenders. 

7) Xil the younger age group, between 0 - 12 years old, 
o ' 
th~ incidence of offenses committed by females 

o 
o .l,nct'eased 260%. 'l5etween 1971 and 1975, i7hile th? 

inGrea.se in offenses by males increased only 9S,,%. 

8) In addition, 13.6% of the armed' robberies and 15.3% 

of the cha~ges of criminal, tres~ass were committed 

.) by females. 

However, there are significant differences between geogra ... 

pbic areas and the typ~ of the cornrnunityin which the juveniles 

reside. Islip and Brookhaven, which contain some of the most 

ohaoticenvii:onments, also have the greatest number of female 

:juv:e~ile delinquents (Refer to Table VI). However I SmithtOi'lI! 

.and. the rural east end have relatively few cases and p?pula

tions variations do not explain this difference. 
.. 

;As illustrated in Tables II and III, the percentage of 

.female involvement in juvenile offenses since 1956 nas increased 

considerably. In 19.'56, less than ~ of larcenies (excluding 

burglary) we:r:e committed by female juveniles as compared to 

,34.4% in 197t:)i" Females were\( not even represented in the statis-' 

tics £01: Ar.soni Ro'/obery, Narcotic 'Violations; Hemacing and 

o 
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\ 
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o 
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T~LE IV: FAMtLY' COURT JUVENILE' DlU.INQUENCY CASES IN 
SUFFOrJ( COUl-TTY BETimBN 1965-1974 BY OFFEt-TSE 

AN'D BY SEX 

i J"" 

,". 
OFFENSE "'1965 1970 1974 

M F 1-1 F 1-1 
" I 

~ ..----, I 
Burglary 239 1 286 3 7~8 

., ", 

. 
other Larceny '44 

~~ 

9 -=55= 17 4J.6 ~ 

,. 

AXson 17 0 7 0 28 

Auto Theft 70 6 114 2 174 

A~sault 52 .12 58 23 195 
, 

Stolen Property 0 0 3 0 18 

Malicious Hischief 40 1 18 4 54 

pisorderly Conduct 46 1 2 1 13 

Sex Offense 12 2 18 4 24 

Dangerous i'leapon 4 0 5 0 17 

, 
Robbery 14 3 31 2 107 

Homicide 0 0 1 0 3 ~. 

" 

Narcotics 0 0 38 0 88 
" I) 

, 
TOT.i\I, 530 41 636 56 17.5 

F 

16 

26 
':." C) 

6 

7 

20 

0 

5 

0 

0 

3. {) 

3 

0 

8 

0 

92 , ,. 



Barassmel11: in 1956. However I fo:c 1975, female juveniles 

committed 16.~/o,·13.60/0' 14.4% l~/o and,43.~/o respectively of 

these juvenile offenses. Although the numbers have increased, 

the percent.age offem~)le assault. cases has remained relad.vely 
24,25,26,27,28 

stahle throughout. the' years. . . 

Althou~h t.he types of incidence of female juvenile offenses 

bas increased considerably since 1956 and 1960, female juveniles 

are ,still under-represented in Family Court juvenile delinquency 

proceedings. As illustrated in Table IV, most. female juveniles 
'''~ , 

'" -a,i'-r'estea for delinquent acts (Table I) are diverted from the 

court. system before adjudication. This diversion may take many 

forms at different stages of the juvenile justice system, i.e. 

~;r;ohat;ion Intake, ACOD, dismissal, etc. The fact remains that 

in Suffolk County, although the incidence of juvenile delinq-

uency arrests for females has increased significantly, females 

are not being adjudicated in Family Court for these acts. These 
. 29,30,31 

,cases are diverted at some point in th,c system. 

The research in female juvenile delinquency in Suffolk 

County has documented quite clearly a disproportionate increase . 
in female delinquency as compared to male delinquency. In 

addition, girls are committing a wider range of offenses than 

in 1960. Many of these offenses such as burglary, larceny and 

xobbery were considered the male domain. / 
The next section of this report will investigate the charac-

, t.eristi&~ of this female delinq~ent sub-group. 
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.TABLE V; INCRE]\SE bF JUVENILE DET..:INQUENCY m:~T\mEN 
1 6' d 1/ 9 a an 975 BY Hl\.LE PE:,lMJE BREi\KDOi','N 

I 
1960 1975 INCREASE/DECREASE . 

. iF % . 
+52b% l-1ale 246 

\\ ~ 
1537 +1291 

" I 
) ~ ~ 

i . 
Female 6 328 + 322 +5300% 

. 

Total 252 1865 
,~ 

+1613 +640% 

-

TABLE VI; 1975 FEW\LE JUVDNILE OFFENDERS i\CCORDIi:IG 
TO Tm%TSHE' -p.l·m FRZQUE;)TCY 

TO't\'NSHIP NO. OF CASES 

Brookhaven 138 

;Cslip 138 

Babylon 84 

Huntington 54 

Smithtown 18 

East End Townships 27 

459 
d 

TOTAL 

G, 

.. 
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PAnT II. CltJ'I.RACT1lBISTICS rum PROFITJE or FEt.t,\LE J1JVE~rIT..E DEr~nrQuENTS 
Ul SUFFOLK COUN'l'Y. 

A. An. 1.1'lalysis g! Thirty Femal~ Delinguents considered 1\s !!. Sub-Group .. 

Case X'ecords of current Probation supervision cases t.;ere analyzed 

" foX' female juveniles delinquents in suffolk County. The follo'tling 

variables were documented for analysis: 1) age; 2) race: 3) rdigion, 

4) intelligence quotient; 5) family structure; 6) multiple family 

pro~l~s; 7) psychiatric or psychological diagnosis; 8) behavioral 

" 
or psychological tendencies; 9) sch?ol pe17formance; 10) current 

i 
. offense (s): 11) familial ~riminal history; 12) financial status; 

13) other noteworthy factors .• 
• 
'1'his section will present the results of analyzing this sample 

as a subgroup. TOtal in~idence and perceutages o~ this group will 

~e tabulated. However, Part II, section B illustrates the factors 

for the thirty cases\;:"individually; so that th\~eader can analyze 

multiple factors and clusters of important variables. 

It must be ~ted that these 30 female probationers do not 

represent a statistical random sample of all female juvenile ,delin

quents in suffolk county. First of all, they are youngsters adjudicated 
• 

by Family Court. Many youngsters are arrested 'but diverted out"of 

the system. Secondly, many youngsters commit delinquent acts but 

are never apprehended. Finally, these cases were selected from 

exi~ting caseloads on an available basis. If the case'files were in 

transport or not available, they were excluded. However, the 

sample should be representative of tl,:1e adjudicated female juvenile 

rl 
~\ 

[I· 

o 

,.. f'- I 

" ... . . 
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If-

delinquent in Suffol."<:, although a statistical random sample was 

not possible. 
." 

B. pemographic, cultural and Behavioral Characteristics 

1. ',Age - The age distribution for these female j~veni1es was 

as· follows: nineteen (19) youngsters were 15 years old~ five (5) 
• 

were ~teen: and six (6) ,~ere thirteen years old. The mean age 

was~4 lears old for this sample, 

. 2.. l' rce ~ Distribution b)' race~,s as follows, 23 white (1 

hispanic ~rigin); and 7 black youngsters. , 

3. Re1iqion - The dis1;ribution by religion is as follo\'1s: 

13 Protestant juveniles, 8 Roman Catholics; 1 Jewi~,h youth; 
.. 

1 Jehovah Wi-mess, and 7 unkno~ms. 

. 4. Intelligence Quotient - The l.Q. levels of this group 

'tested on the Wochsler Intelligence Scale for Children is as follows: 
'I 

a) 4 cases oelo\'1 80: (78, 58, 65, and 71) ~ b) 5 juveniles between 

80 and 89: (88, 89, 89, 85, 88) 1 c.) 4 between 90 and 99: (90, 9a, 96, 

98); d) 6 be'!:.,.,een 100 end 109: (103, 103, 105, 109, 105, 102); e) ( . 

G 110' I .. Q. m1d~ove: (125, 11.8, 115 , 11,~, 1;1.7, 119); f)2 II a\'erage 

range 11 assessments; g) and 3 cases unkncnm •. .. 
The mean 1Q ",as 97.5 if the tl';O II average range II cases are assigned 

~oo I.Qo~cores. It is striking that six (6) youngsters have 

II"'superior" range inte1lig_ence and an addition~l eight (O) youngsters 

wit~ average or above average scores. 

5. Fmnily Structure - Tho::;fruni1y nucleus was analyzed according 

to broken/stuble structures as we~l as cause of'disintegrat.ion ie. 
" death, desertion, separation, divorqe. In addition,functiona.l (,:' 

... 1 Jt 

Ji 
II 

I' ,I 
II 
I' 

il 

" 

,. . 

0 

J ,." 



,.' 

" 

l\ • 

~ 

, ,; 1!'I~~~""$.·i"""'I"lt,'T"'.Iif""""fIIfI!~trM .... ,~"'2'''~.''S: ~'c~"1 

Pq. 20 ~ ~ 

t,::auses of an unstable family unit Were documcnted~· ie';. a'lcoholism, 
jl /.; 

mental ilJ.ness, dru<,:r addi,ct.ion. 

Of this sample, 24 cases or 80% had str\1ctu:cal broken family 

units. Only 6 cases had both parents i;l the borne. Of the' remaining 

6 cases with both parents in the home~ '2 cases were diagnosed as 

experiencing IIMarital Maladjustment"; and in 1 case the mother i,~ 

alcoholic. In only 3 out of 30 or 10%, did the home structure give . 
the appearance of a stable home situation. 

6. M,ultiple problem Family As illustrated in Table VII, 

the othe~ family members of the femai~ delinquents u~it quite often 

had serious problems such as alcoholism, emotional disturbances, 

drugS:' child abuse, criminal behavior patterns, brain damage, 

abo'rtions, rapes, suicidal tendeflcies, etc. The most frequently' 

.identified problem is alcoholism identified in 14 or 47% of either 

one or both parents. The trauma of recent parental death is~also 

clearly in ~vidence in7 or 23,~ of' the cases, For a complete analysis 

consult columns 6 and 7 of Table VII. 

7. psychiatric an,d PsYchological Diagnosis - A majority of 

cases, 21' or 70%, \flere diagnos(;!d IIAdjustment Reaction of Adolesc .. efice" 

, ti f Ad '1 cence II The remaining nine or "Severe 1\dJustmen1:;. Reac on 9 0 es 0' • 

cases were distributed, as fo110\ ... s; 1 - "unsocial;ized .-;gressive 

, ' l't'es ll • reaction of adolescence": 2 - "passl.ve aggressl.ve per~ .. :a l. l. , 

" ' II 1 - "-i1d ..... ental retu:cda. tion" ~ "depersonall.zatl.on neurosl.S : .u ... 
3 other; and 1 - not available. ' 

B. Behavioral or Poychological Tendencies -. A varied array 
(" 

of psychological and' behavioral tendcncie~ are listed in TabJ,e VII. 

. " 

l_' ~~":j 

" '':\0 

.. 
\, 

" 

a ~----- --------

~g. 21' 

. 
They include assaultive tendencies, suicidal ideation and gestures, 

fighth~, ~away'activity, alcohol abuse, drugs, stealing, etc. 

9. School Performance - These youngst.ersas a group have a 

disroal..',school record and ail seem to have negative experiences in 
[.~ . ~ 

that institution. 'rhe ej:ceptions as illu~;trated in Table VII are 

cases #12 (fair graCies but cutting classes:); #J.5 (reportedly good 
, 

school per'formance) arid #21, (very bright, 11th. grade reading leves f 

misses classes). EXcept for one case, #25, where the information. 

-'\",. 

was unknown, the remaining 26 cases or 87%, have histories of fiqhting 

~ school, or' truancy, or faiLi.ng grades, or combinations of negat.iva 

. behaviors. 

10D ~rrent Of£ense(s) The distribu.tion of offenses for the 

gz:ooup is as follo\>15: (a) Assault 1st. or 3rd. degree - six (6) caseS1 

(b) Burglary 3 rd. degree and/or Grand Larceny - six (6) caseS1 

(0) l~son -{ 'one case (1): (d) Robbery - one ~ase (1); (e) .Illegal 

Drug possession - seven (7) cases~ (f) Other larceny ... nine (9). 
, 

casas: 

. il.. .f.,axnily lo1~ers - 'Eight cases havEe family members knO"~m to .. 
the c:dminal justice system. Cases #' s 1" 4., 12, 23, 26, 27, 29" and 

30 eXhibit charges ranging from murder, aJ:son, assault, child abuse, 

. robbery and shoplifting. 

1 12 .. Financial status - Thirteen cases (13) are receiving welfar~ 

paymefit,s: 2 ca~es are on social security and unemployment: 3 cases 

earn $10,000 or below; 8 cases earn'between $10,000 and ~,l9,OOOl 

while 4 cases earn $20,000 or above. 

o 

"'" 

,_ ;,ov 

~\~~'.~ .~' v'l~~ ~ 
~ •• l' 'l \ • " ~ 
:' !.!.t~;~, I'i 
: \\ ,\,~\~, '"1 

!Ii <jt'Ul{~P, 

'" 

\;. 



(] 

o 

I) 
0.;::;. 

" 
(j 0 

\ 
L-g .. 44-

,) 

13. Other J?nctors '(! -.. certain additional fac~ors as docurtten ted 
c, 

1 in. the last COJ,.\UtU:l' of TaPle Ylimay have ~el;'ious effects on the, 

1

1 (, 

~tiolo9l' of fernaleju,yenile .. delinquency for thesE! youngsters. 

mo~t: stri1l:.ing revelation of studying't.he experiences o~ these 

'rhe 

: 
l"chU<fren ,~s the amount of pu"e brutalij:y that they have end"""". 
·~he inc:i.d~nce of rape:' child abuse and assault is s~ag9'erin9'. The 

(( 
\', 

J 
1?)1es~ca of. suicidal tenclencies in these teenagers is considerable. 

D~!g abuse including overdoses andbospitalization is also evidencedQ 

'Ca~es #5, 28 and 29 were all raped when they were twelve years 
• '~i 

.olii. Case #2 claims beating~· and incest by her father; cases #6,' 2, 

12, 21 and 29 ~ere confirmed cases of child ahuse~ The number of 

\U'lsuCc£essful residential plaoements is also considerable • 

. ':Chs next seotion is actually a tClhula.r l?,~sentation of each 

juvenile so that the req.der can see the inter-relationship between 
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,PART II ,8) : A PROFILE PRESENT.l\TION OF EACH ,YOUNGSTER CONSIl.)~l'mp. 
I~'1)IVIDU1\Ll..y 

~ ~ 

Table VII has been set up accordipg "to individ'ual juvenileunit.s 
so that each variable can be vie\,led in relation t:0 all otheJ:' 
variable. The pJ:'evious section (paJ:'t II A)~presented a group 

,. analysis, this section allo\'lS the beginning of case history 
analysis. Part III presents ten of these Cases selected ran
d<;>mly according to case ~tudy.. in depi:.hforlTlat. 

As indicated in Table VII, the environments that. these female 
juvenile de~'inquent.s live ip,and\\ ~he pegative. situations ~hllt 
they have experienced have been Cl';ll.te <;1estr',fct;l..ve., There ,l.~, ~ 
not one case where the juvenile ll.fe ,sl.tuatl.on canipe descrl.b~q 
as stable'.' . 

" The initial impression of this researcher resulting from thisy 
analysis is that many, of these' girls are responding .?Epro:erJ.at'f~y. 
to intolerable situations. 
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PART 11.I. ,CASE STUDIES - Tmt~~AKLE JUVE~ULE DErJINQuENTS 

From the files of the Suffolk Cc)unty Department of probation, 

t en cases Of female j~venile delinq,ucnts were selected for analys,is. 
(, 

These cases rep,resent a random sample of the 40 cases in Section II, 

but dO not represent a statisti~al random sample of the entire 

female juvenile delinquency population of Suffolk. Each of these 

ten girls were petitioned to Family court, for acts of juvenile 

delinquency, that is, for incidents that would bJ?crimes if com

mitted bY.adults. In addition, these juveniles were each petitioned 

as persons in need of supervision for acts of truancy" runCl;,.,ay or 
(') 

incorrigible behavior. Since all the information is confidential, 
'- . .j • 

the names were deleted and specific identifying information omitted. 

The purpose of this section is to look beyond the statistics 

in greater detail at actual cases and ,concrete events. This 

section' attempts to identify actual personality characteristics, 

situational factor as well as, CUltural and mo.tivational condition 

that exist for the female delinquent. This is best achieved by 

analyzing concrete situations. Social-cultural backgrounds are 
o , 

iQentified, as are behavioral tendencies., The structure of thc~ 

family as well as the underlying culture is documented as much a~ 

pOpsible\\fom existing case records. Cues regarding the psycho log-
.' • I!, 

leal levol' of functioning are explored. Commonalities or patterns 

al;'e 5.dbntifiea. 
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r Cas~ ~Fl ~ »iss A is a slim, attract1ve, fifteen year old girl who 

appears per chronological age. She is .t~e third child in a sibling 

group of six' children. " 

She was petitioned as a juvenile delinq,uent 

for a series of burglaries and one armed robbery. She also was 
" 

peti,tioned as a person in ~eed of supervision because of incorri ... 

gible and runaway behavior. 

Miss A's father abandoned the family when she was very young. 

Her mother then entered into a common-law relationship with her 

cUr;!;:ent step,father. Her mother died of cancer when Miss A was 

ten year:; old. This youngster reportedly had a close relationship 

'<lith her mother and experienced a significant lo,ss upon her death. 

Her stepfather heads the household but seem~ overwhelmed raising 

the Children. He also apparently has a serious drinking problem. 

Miss A I supper righ't arm is badly scarred r(.'lportedly due to 

boi1in~'soup that accidently spilled on her arm when she was five 

years old. 
(i' 

On the Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children (WISe), 

Miss A scored a full scale I.Q. of 98. It was noted that she 

lacked self confidence and wou.l.d often prematurely verbalize her~ ,. 

irability to complete a given task. On the Bender Gestaltthe:.t'1r 
, 0 

were "no indications of any neurological dysfunctiol1s u • On the 

Human Figure Drawings there were s\lggestions of an "unhappy 
" . l 

youngster who is experiencing at least a moderate degree Of undcr~ 

lying unger". There ilre also suggestions of poor inner controls 
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and indicntl,ons of a somewhat suspicious individual who tend's to 

"ovoru tili'ze the ~go-defense mechanism of proj ection" • The 

nOrscnach revealed a,girl who is "rath~r'anxious, defensive, and 
c~ 

mistrustful of other individuals". 

, ,Diagnosis Was, '''Adjustment Reac;:t,i(;m of Adolescence"'. 

£e.se #2 - Miss B is a 14 ':iear old, white, '~eavy set g'Ri '(over 

200 po"nds) who is the oldest of three, daughters. She was 

pe-t;.itioned for acts of larceny and for numerous runa"lay incidents. 

Miss B was described as a, "hyperactive" baby, who slept very 
~ :1 '< 

little. She walk~d and talked at an early age and \.;as toilet 

·train,ed at an early age. N~ thumb-sucking, nightmares I sleep

walking Or sleep .. talking were reported. 

Hiss B is a product of a broken home. Her parents were 

separated when she was seven years old and the father never visits 

or pays, child support •. ·In effect, the father deSerted his children 

because he only visited them once after the separation, five years 

\~, .' +. . • 
latet;~ l-il.SS B was 12 years old. when the father visited. Interest-

'ingly,' she startedo acting out at this time. The father is alcoholic 

.and a gambler, and the mother was recently diagnosed, 1303.0 :Episodic .. 
'.' « 

"Excessive Drinking. The family, also hills financial problems and is 

currently receiving public assistance. 

r-
On the W:--i'.S.C. 11iss B scored a full scale I.Q. 96. 

Psychologi.~al testing reveals that this girl IIwas a.demanding, obese, 

youngster who Was resistive to\'Iard psychological testing". Her 

,. 
,', 
t . . . ~ 

, . . 

. 
" 

. 0 

,', 

/:~ 

'Eg. ?(} 

.. , 
behavior was C:haracterized by in' "'pproprl.' at' e, 'C' ~ silly la~9hter aridpy 

strong passive resistance. She "lould stare at most test stimul,i 

given to her and not respond, even h d w en encourage to do so. 

was afraid to reveal her inne:t:'most feelings "and attitUdes for fbar 

that the test results woul~ be used againsit her. "tlThere was,. no 

indication of gross psychopathy, but 'it appeard that she had many 

adjustment problems. of ,early adolescen~e. /I 

Her-responses to personality projective teohniq!J,es, limited 

as they were, sugg~sted that .wiss B ''las a passive-aggressive 
D 

adolescent ''1ho distruste~ authority and believed that she was going 
• "...1 • 

to 'be placed in a residential setting. On the Rorschach Test, for 

example - she constantly saw face~ and people staring ai:. hGr. Sbe 

.. .-iN"~ "/i~ 
l.ndl.Cated'C;;~)a~~~~jaw many monsters on the test, b~t she was 

afr,aid to anS\'1er most of the percepts given to her. She refused to 

acknowledge her feelings on the Sentence Completion Test or on the 

Thematic ~pperception Test~ 

Hiss B relates on a very superficial level and is very demand ... 

ing and restrictive on psychological tests. She exhibits poor 

:i.mpulse control. This youngster also indicated that she is unabl'e 

to communicate with her mothert' and has a, feeling of being angry 

Case ~,I,q - Hiss C is a sllm, "pleasant look.l'ng . 1 f 1 . gJ.r"o amos t: 15, who 

appears younger than her ehr0nological age. This youngster commil;:ted 

i:.h~ juvcni.l(! delinquency acts I~f assault, and petit larceny. In 
'-.,,/ 

a¢idition, she ~lso was petitioned as a person in need of SUpervision 
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for .r~peat,edr~naway incidents and tru~havior. 
Wisse Was an out-a'f-wedlock. child and is arl only child who 

lives with her mother. Early develop;m.ent was described as normal. 
, (I 

Het' natu~J; father lived with the f'amilY but died when she was 

very young. 
I~:) 

The mother subs~quently nlarried but divorced when 

this youngster \-laS seven years old. When Hiss C was ten years old, 
,(:: 

ahe \'l,'aS plj:1ced in a foster };lome for two yeal;:'s. She was also in 

foster care earlier in her childhood for a brief time. 

On the H. I.S.C., Miss C scored a full scale I"Q. of 89. On 

tbe l'lide Range Achievement 'rest she scol~ed on a re~ding lovel of 

4.4. On the Rorschach, Hiss c's reality testing was found to be 

se:douslyimpaired; the form quality of hE7r responses ,'lere quite 

poor which is suggestive of an individual with very pocrcinner 

controls. "She is harboring tremendous ~mounts of anger and rage 

and there are signs that she may act these f~,elings in the future. II 

Alao, on the Incomplete Sentence Blank Test, this girl 
Ii 

"reveals feel~ngs of remorse, fears of((losing control of herself, 

a~d, in ge):'l.eral, has a negative self image". on the Bender Gestalt 

"no porcept:ual motor deficits ''lere noted~' Each of this younffster's 
I'\..... "::I 

figl'l.re drn,..,ings del?icted an individual who has lI~eh poar controls", 

The psycho1ogic<ll tests and psychiatric evaluation desribe Ita 

SGt'iously disturbed ad61escont girl". 'rhe dia'll'losis was -

lip" '1" , eporsona .l4at.lOn l:leQros.ls". This youngster nppeard to have an 

" immntul"e quality to her and she ,easily became anxious, defensive 
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Case #4 - Hiss P is an c(t1;ras:tive, fifteen year old,'-"oJh~tc girl, 

who appears much 61der 1:1:,an 'her chronological, ago., This youngster 

comm:i.tted thejuvenil'e delinquency ac'ts of tissault, illegal 

possession of da~gerous drugs, and the unauthorized use ,of a 

She ''las al,so petitioned 'fs ~ "person j.n ,.need of 

supervi:5ion because of! l:una,..,ay and incorrigiblc€ behavior, ' 
,-::-

motor vehicle. 

Miss D is t.he oldest of three children and"lives with her c: 

mother. Her parents ,..,ere divorced When she was five years old~ 

Accordill1.g to her mother, her natural father drcu1k, alcohol to 

excess~ gambled, and was Unfaithful. Miss D's mother has 

: emo:tional problems and is undergoing therapy for her depression., 

The family is presently eh~eriencing financial problems and are 

receiving public assistance. 

On the Ammons Quick Test, Hiss D scored a full score' I.Q. 

of 103. 'On the Bender Gestalt, II there did not appear to be any 

organic brain dysfunctioning". The'Rorschach revealed con$ider-

able depression, severe emotional pressure, complex feelings and 

feelings of unresolved conflict. .t-liss D "has a very poor self 

image. ' There are strong indicators of considerable guilt feelings 

and fears of what will happen to her. "Her "gu~lt feeling~;appoar 
',' 

to be due both to aggressive and sexual feelings,,1f She has 

difficulties in impulse control. As a result she has eh~crimentcd 

''1:i.th'drug's, has done a great deal of drinking and has superficially 

slit her \\'rists three times in the past year. This youneJ:staF hns 

confliqtinSl feelings of love and hate for her mother. " 
" 
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IIMiae D's reality testing is, fi~m for the most part; and' tlfere 

,.. 1. t" t lthough a s.t.rong potential 'is n6'$CriOllS path,o ~'.JY a presen,~,~~; 

exists." The youngster is n@g~tivistic and withdrawn,~as a 

;~o);? self image; i's unhappy and depressed most 
I , 

of the _ time and 

states ;bat she hates herself and her mother. This chl1d, __ R-1so has 
( ) 

"'".r' 

p.oor impulse control. 

Chse J1.S .,. Miss E, is a comely, black, ,~5 ye~r old, who appears 
.;:.;:;;:.= ..... O""'f...... • '---~) 

older than her Chronological· age. Her right eye w~s shot ' .... hen she 

was .a ohild and she ha.s lost the sight ih that Yjye. She is the 

fifth child, in' a sibling group of eight children. She was 
,-., 

petitioned as a '-juv~nile delinquent for charges of Robbery 1st, 

and ASSault 3rd. She 'had also prevlouslybeen petitioned for a 

prior assault and for truancy as a pel'son in need of supervision. 

M;i.ss EIS father and mother separated wh(:n she \'II'S.:'-1 "7·:n~r.\" years 

old. Her mot.her then entered into a series of common~la:t'l z'c~lat:ion

ships and,is J:eportedly a .:.ohronic ~lcoholic. Her mother was 

married at thirteen wi'i:.h child and is a diabetic and had T.B. 

-. '~, 

The father recently died. 

The family situation is in total disarray. The family receives ... 

' '''elfare, and tha.t is the total financial support of the family. 
,:2' 

crhe motl1el:' "'at'; charged with child neglect and th~ case is pending. 

At the present time, accox-ding to probation repoli"?ts, there are 

"man~ mnles in their 20's hanging around the home, drinking, etc. 

with moth$l;' iindsisters". This frunil¥, is a I}\u'lti-problem family and 

"is receiving oervices from Department of Social Services, protective 
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Services, Probation ( Board of Cooperative Education Sel:vic:ast and 

Hental Health. The home is located in a low ,;-inco~e "area alld is 
-, •• ..1. 

"filthy" • 

Miss E received a full scale I.Q: of 78 on the Lorge~ 
,,~~ 

ThorndiKe when she was:12 years old and an :L.Q. of 80 on the 

Wechsler Intelligence Scale"for Ohildren (W.I.S.C.) when she wa$ 

14 y~ars old. She is in the lowest t:r;ack in school and has a 

pO,or ~ttendance record. She. '.=,involved ,in numerous fight~ at. 

school and is considered violent by school authorities .• 
' \', 

HO\'Iever,. in the psychiatri9 eV;l,luation and psychologica.l 

t~sting conducted in 1976, she was diagnosed - "Adjustment 

Reaction of Adolescence". ~o thought disorder was apparent. 

Hostility a.nd anger ,.,ere prevalent. 

Her family has had considerable inVolvement with law enfOrce"" 

ment agencies. Her 19 year old1:rother, ~n epileptic,"',as, placed 

on probation fo:-:: shoplifting. Het: '17 year old b.;rother was 

convicted of murder and robbery in 1975. Her 14 yeal: oldrro~hcr 

has b'een charged with Robb,ery in the 3rd degree, and he; 13 yeat" 

old sister is under investiga~'ion for a number of charges. All 

the children ,in this f~ily seem to get into troubl~ when they 

reaoh "adolescence. !·1iss E was placed in a St.ate Training School. 
': ~~' 

Case ~f6. - f.1iss F is a J.5 year old aispanic girl who is the second 
\1 .-

oldest fn a sibling group of three •. She was p~titionec1 for P.otit.:. 

larceny (JD) llnd as o~ pcrson-In::-Necd-Oj:-Supervision (PINS') for 
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She had previously been" petitioned for unsioVcrnabfe behavior, 

9\ runaway behavior ,·,hetl she ran to ~exas. 

'" 

I, Mis. ;'. natural' m~ther deserted the fomily .$h~r the child 

1 '\ola~ two years pld. The,~a:bcr ''1a~ granted a divorce' one year later. 

i The father ,remarried when Mi$.s F was 6 years old. jer father WaS 

, an alcohol,ic and was hospi talized for detoxificatio~ and rehabili-
, \ 
tation"for,this condition on several occasions. The subject 

, , . 

claimed incest by the father when she 'was seven ~'ears old and 
...... 

several beatings, Protective Services of D~S.S. investiga.ted this 

allegation, but the child'remained in the home setting. She lived 
,J( 

. with relatives in l?1.lerto Rico on occasion, and with an uncle in 

Texas in 1975. She has been remanded to the children I s shelter 

1;or runaway behavior. 

Niss F receiv(?!d a full score I.Q. of 88 on the,:'1echs!er (~·1.I.S.C.) 

in 1975. Sbe is reading on an 8.5 g~ade level. She was diagnosed 

in February 1976 as ... "Passive/Aggressive personality (Aggressive 

Type) II.. She is an angry 5irl , ... ho lashes out frequently. However, 

n? psychosis is present. She was recently placed in a residentinl 
... 

,treatment centor. 

Case ttl - Hiss G is a white, 15, year pld girl, ",ho lives ''lith her 

mother. She is the second child(] in a sibling group of four children. 

'now~vert he'): three. siblings live with their natural father. She "/(lS 

petic'iOned as a jl,lvenile delinquqnt und person in rieed. of supervision 

for o£fense~ of pcti t larceny and f9rl7\lna\ ... ay hehavior. She' 

l?l;eviously had been petitioned for runawi:lY b?hu.vior. 
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Hiss G1 s mother works t''10 jobs and is rarely home. The .. 

mother repo'rtedly has a serious dr inJdn9.' problem. TheJ:;'e a:te no 
" " I:' 

positive male relationships in Hiss G'~ life, and she reportedly 

~, 

" 

doe.s not get along, with her natural ~ather. Hiss G had an. aPortion 

in I.fay 1976, and rep6rt~:ii-rdi~ate that' she ~lso d.rinks hf!Cl.vily ~~=J 
'l:lses dJ:'ugs. This you~gster has had no rea,! supervisiOn since she 

''las 12 years old. 

<7 
. Mis,s G scored a 90 I.Q .. on the \'1. I. S.C. in, 1975, and reads on 

a7.5 grad~ level. According to the psychi'utric:: evaluations, tli;La 

youngster was diagnosed - "Adjustment Reaction of 1\.dolescence u • 

aer moth~r, \'laS diagnosed - "Adjustment Reaction of Adl,ll1; Life" • 

No psychosis or neurosis Was idehtified. 

Iter performance in school was, poor. She cut class frequently 

and ,'las truant. Her grades \'lere failings and she was described as 

"passive,1t by the school authorit.ies. 

Case :11:8 - Hiss II is a 15 year old, ~hite, protestant girl, \"ho 
, f) 

lives with he.;F eather and stepmother. She ,is the second child in' 

a sibling group of three childre11. She ",as 9harged ''lith P:r:NS-runa~'1~y t 

~d J.P.-l?ossession of Dangerous Drugs. She had been p~eviously 
'" 

p e ti tioned for runaway behavior and for a violation of px;.ohntion 

chargo. 

l-1iss }l's parents Vlere divorced, und thG father remarried and 

kept custody Qf the childJ;'en. This youngster lived b.r:i,cfly with her 
<.1 

natural mother in l'lew YOrk City in 197.1 but retu;nedto l1vo \'1.ith 
., 

the fatl)er. The fathe~:iJis a di~ablcd fircmnu On disability. Child 

" 
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. . d th ste'I'mother were dropped in 1975,~ 
abu~echa~ges ~gainst. h1.m an .e 

, a clean, attractive house in a Jgood' neighb~rhood .. 
The home is ,,' 

on the H.I.S.C., '1>1iss H scox-ed in the superior range with a 

. 1976 She reads on the 10.8 grade level. 
full score t.Q. of 1.25 l.n • 

i . and l?sycholonica~ evaluation; she 
According to a 1976 psych ~tr1.c ';l 

d ".Ad'J'us'tment Reaction of Adoles,c. enee
ll

.. Although was diagnose - , 

of headaches and eye pain, tests proved negative: 
£Ills complains 

. ., d Th1.' s youngster is described No thought disorder was ident1.f1.e. 

'It s'h' Quld also be ~oted that she as extremely inanipulative. 

. in New }lexico in 1976 beca\.lse of an required hospitalizat1.on 

overdose ofdi1antin. 

... Miss I is a 13 year old, white, Roman catholic girl, 

,,,,ho lives with her mother and younger hrother~ She is an adopted, 

child as is her hrother. Miss I was charged with offenses of 

She had prior status offenses of stealing and (l?INS) truancy. 

runa\,li;~y and truancy established ~ 

Hiss :':' S f~ther died when she \<1as B 'years old al1dthe family 

. .....ec~iving' veterans benefits and supplemental welfal:e payments. 
::LS... ". 

tler fatner had a h<3art. attack in 1970, and a.lso had can.cer. Her,. 

, a houscW1.' fs Mho stays at home and cares for the two , '-' mother is '" 

ohildr,cn. 
However .. hor wother was diagnosed'Oy,the psychiatric 

unit as uAnxiety Nfl'urosis " in 1976 •. In 1974 r Miss Ii s younger 
(, 

'broth7r 'liaS th.:.: cause of the h9uSC '};>urning down. 

f 11 1 I Q of 105 on the \·l.I.S.C. in 1976, Hiss I scoroda u, sca e • • 
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1 She' also nasa 7.5 rqad1ng level. 

i'''eY~luCltion 'dia<jnos~d 1·1iss t as "Adjustment Reaction ~£ Adolesoenco. II 

II However, the psychiatrist noted that the s\lbject ''las, extremely 

negative cand hostile. Bct''leem 1970 and 1971, Miss r: was placed 
q : I in ,a residentialb'f:reabnent center, but problems "/et'e reported •. 

j This youngster was e~tremeiy disruptive. In 1975, hlr jaw '-Tas 

I I . 
broken libya friend" in a fight. ner 1l}outh had, to br wJ.red for 

4 mpn ths . 'She did well on home tu~or ing. 

Case #10 - Miss J is a 15 year old, ,.,hite,· aoman catholic,. g~rl, 

who is the oldest in a sibling gfoup of 5 children. She' committed 

the offenses of illegal drug:'.possession and runm-laY behavior. She' 

previously had been petitioned for truanoy', 

l~liss J's parents ,.,rere sepax-ated in 1970. Both parents had , 

his~ories of being neglected and abused as children themselves. 

Her father was seriously emotionally disturbed and required 

hospitalization on numerous occasions. Hiss J ,-las abused by her - ' . 
fatber constantl~ and,during one of his breaKdo·~s, dragged the 

stlPject through the streets in her nightgown. This occurred in 

1970. Her mother \'las diagnosed':' "Anxiety Ueurosis" in 1975. 

In 1974, this youngster ''la>~ raped by one of the neighbot's 

and relives the rape. S~e is undergoing thera.l?Y at the mental 

l'realth clinic. The' subject reBO'x-tedly is a very heavy User of 

alcohol and drugs • 

.. 

On the VI.LS.C. Intelligence Test" Hiss ;:r scored a full scnle 

X .• Q. of 03 in December, 1975 ~ The psychologienl evaluations indicate ... 

~ .. , : 
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UAdjti!>tmont 1\c~(jt:ion. of t\.qo:lesccnc;:c jl ~ Her ~chool record "lOS poor 
, , 

due t.o hl,ln\Cll;:'OUS nbsencea. In Sevtfel'!lber 1976, this juvenile .. .,as 

removed. .from the bome~nd. pla,ced in a looal residential treatment 
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ObGerv:.-ttions .. 

Each cpt' these cs,;ge ~tudies ahara qertail1 Qorr.rnonali ties 

that should be analyt.ed.The presentation of the~e case 

studies is an attempt to provide an indeptH look a,~b the 

sequences of events in each }"oungs'ters lira. 

Each juvenile comes from a broken homq ot' u)'lstnble 

home environment ~ For example, rassA' s :fath~ deserted 
" , 

the family when she was very young'and hertnother died 

when she was ten years old. rass 1"'3 pal-'ents were separa.ted 

when she was seven years old a.nd oer father severed 

relationships with .. the family completely. Ilils$ C'!3 

father d.i,!;!d When she was very young ~nd her rno~51er dj.vOJ;'Oed 

her second husband when this child was ten yeaI'a old. Mhs . , 
D J S parents were divorced when s~e was t' bre yea.l:'~ old 9 HQr 

father was alcoholic and her mother was seriously .emoUon~lly 

disturbed. It ,should be noted that the liv.es I of -these 

girls were disrupted when they were very youn,g. 

the pa;,ent-child relationships also seem to 1;>e 
,,' 

negative 
;:, 

in most of these cases. l"or example, in r.; iss 13' s. 

case it wa$ reported that she has conflicting 
" . f'eelinF;s 

" 
oi' love and hat? for her mother. She stated that ohe 

hated both horsel f and her mother. M iss A' S ft~ tht:r , 
~) .. 

.. abandoned tho i'am Uy, tmdher mother died of cnncer whml 
. , , 

" she Vias ten yearc ql rJ. 'Reportedly, she had;? cloJC 

relc'.t l.onGh i p with her InothE'l;' f\nc1 suffol'eq fI, r: t.:n if icnnt . 
loss when her '!Hother d led. Her stop-father' \'/hc ir.: raining 

ner is an alcoholic and KbsA constantly rll:htc with o 
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., 

vlithher mather arid hal' father in ef.fect ha$' deserted 

the family, Parent-child relationships ara poor and rrliGE) 13 . 
sta.tes that. she has a ;feellng of being always angry at him. 

-,~ 

The self-esteem of' these girl~ is extremely low. 

Their self-aonoept~are SCV~re and dCGtructive.Niss C's 

psychological report reveal that she has feelings of 

remorse. a feeling of losinG: control ot.' her~elf, and 

in general has a. nee;ative self-imat:re. Miss D is "negative ami 

withdrawn, has a poor s.~~f:-imae-:e. is unhappy and depressed . 
Illost of the. time. 1/ This e;irl cut her wrists three times 

·1n su5.scidal gestures. u~liss B is an obese , demanding girl 

who has a very poor self-image. 

Other commonalities are noted in many of the lives 

of these .girls. The incidcmce of the disruption and 

'trauma caused by familial alcoholism is great. The anxiety! 

fear, sense of instability and actual abuse that this condition 

caUses Can be significant. Miss Als step-father, f,tiss nos 

mothGr and i'ather~ 1I11GS D's father, Miss E's mother, 

Miss F's father. and fUss G's mother are all alcoholics. 

The personal! ties of the female delinque_nts in the 
/) 

case studies also exhibited anger a.nd mos,.t were characterized 

. as havine poor inner or impulse controls. 

And finally, these cases sharfld similiar hehnvioral 

outcomes regardless of etiological factors. Each of. the eirlr, 

~aommited acts~hat would ha~e been serious crimes if 

cO\'11.nd.tted by fl.t} adult.~he behavioral respo'nses to their 

situ!;3.tions in terms of delinqUent behaviorretJ-ect tho 
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i'Cll1Hle 1n society P,Q "pointed expanded t;;ociul rQle of the 
I () Ther. .. e .-9:,.lrls reflect the now out by Frieda. Adler 1:'975 • 

patterns emerging in female delinquency today • 
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part IV ... F;X!?Ll\N1\'I'!ONS, ODSERVATIONS AND THEORIES OF 
FEMALE Jtivr;:NI!,.E DEJ:iINQUENCY. 

\ 
A) Environmeht and Situational E:splanations I 

I 
I 
! 

pelinquency occurs at a greate~ rate in deterior~ted neighbor-I 
) 

i . . 
I 

hoods 
I 

near the: center of large cities (Glue~, and Glueck, 
"~" ! 

32 
1956). 

':Chese areas are characterized by general disorgan;izat:i;on, economic 
i 

privation, and rapid population turnover and delinquency is often 

an approved tradition. According to Empey (1967), there are also 

more opportunities for learning antisocial behavior from delinquent 
«0 33 

I 
peers in these areas than in more stable areas. And yet not all 

youngaters who gro ...... up in f.hese areas become delinquent. In fact, 

in th~ less severely deprived and more stable environments, where 

de:J.inquency preSsures are supposedly less extreme, delinquency is 

e}.1?anding at an eVen greater rate. These facts have led a number 

of investigators to examine the youngster's indivi~ual personality 

characteristics and parent-child relationships; 

In .this section we will analyze the family structure, parent-

child" relationships, intelligence, self-concept, and physical 

hea.lth.of the female delinquent. 
.. 

,1\) Family structure".. Hith the establishment of juV'eni1e 

.' 

courts in the United states and the compilation of social statistiQs 

on juvenile delinquents, renearchers ,.,erc startled by the high rate 

of delihquon t children wh.:..~ camo from brol<on homes. it is generally 
:-~,,:1 (; 

accopted, according to John Conge;r (1973)~ and many others that well 
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playeq parental roles tl~ well as' a stable home cnviron~entare noces-
. .. 34 

sary factors of good personality in cIn-ldron. , 

In a stud~r of femal'P offcnder~:s~ Drs. Cloninger and Guze, (1970), 

documented that 65% of the females reported at least one Wp.rent 

35 
ab~ient from the household b'efore the girl was eighteen yea:t:s old. 

The Gluecks (1956), conducted, research in this area and found that 

only 50~~ of the delinquent population had been living ,.;rith their 0\'/i1 

36 
parents a13 compared to 71% of 'the normal population. The Suffoll~ 

county Department o£'Probatio'n COnd~UC{ed 

characte;ristics" of delinquency, (G91bin, 

a study of personality 

1975) and found that 57.9% 

of the juvenile. delinquency" popUlation and 71.8% of the person in 
37 

need of supervision popUlation ctune :i:±'bln bt'oken hon\es •. Munroe and 

Griffiths (1969), conclude that disturbances in eaJ:;'ly upb;ringing may 
'0 

p;redispose to such al;mormalities as psychopathy, delinquency, and 
38' 

suicidal tendencies. J. Bowlby's influential wo;rk (1957), stated 

that there ~vere permanent effects on 'persona1ity development follo'<1-
'i • 

ing the specific loss of mother or supstituteat a critical early 

stage of development,. Delinquent character fOl;'mation \"ith ~1 personality 

prone to anxiety states 0; depression was considered to follow th~S 10ss.3$ 

There is some disagreeme1ht r'egarding the permanen,py of tl'le effect on 

personality development, but the influence is significant nonetheless, 

K. H. Koller (1970), tested Dm'llby I s theory and found that 61.5% of 

tl1e de~inquent girls examined reported parental loss or dcprivat~pn. 

This compared to 13~~ from the population at large i~ this study~ 
o 

Fine"and Fishmiln (196B), indicnte that rour-fif'ths"of the gi:t'ls in '> 
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tbair study of institutionalizeCi female delinquent.s IJcome 

1;rom homes graded as poor, deplorable or impossible". 
41 

Hany othel,:' studies support this findinc;1. , 
i 

?ar~nt-phild ~elationshiBs - Carl R. Rogers (1951) main ... 

tains that everyone has within himself ~he potentiality . . 
for gro ... ,th in positive directions, l'7hen Lthe ihdividual'is 

Q 

pl,aced in a permissive, accepting enVironment,; th~ proc~,s;;:; 

"of S~lt .... actuali2:ation occurs. 
() /) 

"one of the first. and most import.ant II 
aspects of the self~experience of the 
ordinary child is that he (or she) is 
loved by his (or her) parents. He 
perceives himself as loveable, worthy 
of love, and his relationship to his 
parents is one of affection. He e¥per
iences all this with satisfaction. -This 
is a significant. artd core element of the 
structure of self as it. begins'<to form." 

Parent~child relationships of delinquents are far more 

likely than non-delinqtients to be characterized by paren

tal rejection, lack of family cohesiveness g mutual hostility; 
43 

indifference, dissension, or ~patby (conger, 1973). The 

"early disciplinary techniques of parertts of delinqUents are 

-likely to be lait, overly strict or erratic, according to 

Conger. The parents are more likely to resort to physical 

punishment rather than reasoning with the child about misJ 

conduct. 

As ~oby (1962) notes;' the more integrated the family 

the rnor,e"successfu1 it is as a defense against anti-social 

influences in the neighborhood. 2\,lso. the pl:'otection 

affOrded by ostable family situ'a~ions seems to be greater 
44' 

for girls than boys. Konopka (1966), states ~1at the father 
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.is 
o 

th~ chief source of security for '\:he girl and-o. if his 
c' 

love is.,percEiiived as de'ficient Or lrtissing, tne girl is likely 
45· 

to feel a lack of security as well. 
(I , 

" 

" Fathers of delinquents are more aikely to be cruel, 

neglecting "nd inclined to ridicule their ah;i.ldren and less 

likely to pe warm, affectionate or passive, according to 
46 

Conger (1973). The delinquents a~e likely to have fe~ clos~ 

ties to their fathers compared to the normal popul~:ti6n. 

Mothers of clelinq{i~nts ~re more likely to be careless or 

inadequate in child supervision and more liltely to be hos

tile or indifferenj:. Female delinquents, especialJ.y l·ecidi .... 

vists more frequently acknowledge hostility to their mothers 
/) l:) 

and report that their trttH::hElt's spent ie!ss time 'ild:.th them. 

Other investigators have found that feelin<;!s of rejec ... 

tion or not being loved leads to aggressive behavior which 

may leacl to delin~~ency in an attempt to re~establish self

esteem (Riege, 1972). The effects of the pal:'ent-child rela-, 

tionship can be considerable, according to kiege. Her 

studies of female delinquent~s personality rev~aled that the . ' 
female delinquent is generally lonely, has low self-esteem, 

estl:'angement from adults and incapacity for fr:iendships ,'lith 
49 

contemporaries. 

As we saw in section III A, a broken home was found to 

be significantly associ~ted with a higher incidence of 
() 

delinquent behavior. However, a recent investigation by 

Ahlstrom (1971) has shown that the li1celihood of delinquency 

is far higher in a nonbroken hQ~e charact,erizecl by mutual 

hostilitYf indifference or apath, and a. la,ek of cohesivenoss 
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/. . t . zed by mutual affection, th"'n 'i. n broK.¢n homes 'charac er1. 
... 49 . "'. 1 . 

What this fin~ing rev~a.s loS support, and cohesiveness~ 

thG~cthe de~ree of 'stability ah~ amoun~ of 'hurturance 

'l-h t the structural composition ava.ilabl~. is more important \.0 a , . 

:\ 
~ , j I th s exHibit a, /'5; Sel:t'-Co,"ce'Ot. Delinquents of bo sexe . 

. ,'tive' evaluation of self than the~r, 

.. 

J. somewhat ,Plore \l;ega . . . 

o • t~ve' non-delinouent counterparts ( Datesman, Scarpett~ '51 respec u. . , ~ ) 

;1 . 50) T t"'er investi,gators, Ahlstrom (1971 , & 5-l;ephen90n, 1975. wo 0 <I,; . . 

. '52 t 1 found that delinquents and Conger (1966) 'separa e y . 

t ambivalent to authority, are more likely to be defian '-;", 

d t tive 1mpulsive~ resentful,' hostile, suspicious ,e,s ruc , 

co""t:t'o1. dt;t1l~e~ (1973), also states and lacking in self u that 

ap' pear. ' •. defensive, reflecting II many of these, traits 

. elin"s of inadequacy, emotional impaired' se,lf",concepts and fe 0 53 
' . ,. 

and frustration of ne.~ds fo~ self-'expresslon., 

Regarding self-percep'bio~, Ahlstrom .(1971), found 

". t' 1 more lH~ely to that ,delinquents were signit'lC~~" y , /' 54 

' d ". ,. nt" "1 " It''tlad'', "sad ll
, an 19nvra • ~ .. ~, ,uerceive themselves as azy, 

-;'.~; " .-")'" .....• , .. , ·,..".J.. ... o +. delinquen .. ts see themselves as 
Conger (1973 I rapo):',,};:; "'~'~-"" '" '" .' ..... . 

' ". 1 and do'~ not like I value or respect undesirable pe,op e . . .. 
I dd ,·'t';on hesta'tes that~'their self concepts thel11se~ves. n a ,:L..... , ". 

areconfuse, ... d confl ';cted, contradictory, uncertain and 
'. 55 

variable. Ii 

4. Intallige~ce-CThere is a wide range ofintelligenc~&in 

d" ell" nnuent g'roup. ,A , ... 191'5 study by the author the f~mal£l '1. 

aocu.m~nt·edf\tlL. sc~le·I.Q.·s rangin~betweeri 6L~ and 129. 

. d f fet:lale' delinquents ,X. Q. 1 s ,,:tnthi.s C\.1.rrent stu y 0 

(j 

\) 

.,,~ 

rg. 48 

range between 58 and 125. Fufl scale :C.Q.' s of 13B and 

above have previously been recorded. THe average delinquen'c I 

however, does' Score somewhat. ~wer on tests of intelligence 

and there is a sligl'l.tly greater incide'nce at mental 

retardation among delinquents than the Population at. 
57 " 

large, (Conger,1973). I MOst d.elinquents are at averMe 

.,) intellige~cei accord~ng to Prentice and Kelly (196;3). 

, 'Although (the intelligence of delinquents as a groUP is , . 
in the normal range, the female del,inquent has a greate:t" 

incidence of educational retardation. The existence of 

educational dysfunctions is a result of neglect rat~er 
than inteliectual,deficiencies. 

.5'0 Age- Most r,9search ag:r'~e~ that fE!/llales begin their 
",. '-:: 

de.linquent careers around the age o.f 12 or l.3asdocument~ed . '.. 5~ 

by Vedder and Sommerville (1970), ~his age c~~~eSp~nd" 0 

with the average age o;f menarche in our society '(NQvak et ale t 60 \.' 
1965) • 

6. Phvsical Health- William Healy and Augusta Bronnet' 
',-:) ;1') ,~ 

,(1936), found some remarkable dif:re,repoesc in the physJcal" 

health and general developmental his,tory of .clel:tnq¥en'bs .' 
. 6··1 -- c ... 

as compared with non-delinquents. tiebert, Poulos and 

"'J r; Strauss (1974),' verified the earli(~r {ftudy and state there 

is q, tmiform anr;l striking pattern of poor physi.cal health 

among the delinquents both through development and at"'the 
62 

time o:f delinquenc~. These investigators do not "believe that 

you can ~stablish a causal relationship from such data 

but suspect that poor medical history might provide 
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. frustra t.1.on and impe'climants in a youngster r slife which 

might lead to delinquent behavior. THere is also the 

POSS~ili ty th~t certain kinds"~Qf delinquent behavior 
, 

might be l.inkedto physical defects through some genetic '0 

factor. 

Part IV D). Developmental Pathways of Female Delinauency. 

This sect.~on will Elxplore,Felice and Offord's(197F) 

theory of etiological groupings of female juvenile ' 

-1.1 delinquency. These researchers report that they have 

identified three. different types (etiological types). of 

fremale delinquents. They explain that all three groups 

of girls manifest similiar forms of- antisocial behavior, but 
, _ 63 

the etiological .factors are distinctly 9iff'erent. 

The typical girl ~rom GroupI comes from a small, lower 

class family living in a la~ge tovm or a ,small city and 

she has an above normal I.Q. The girl's parents are likely 

to have severe psychosocial pathology, making it impossible 

to maintain a stable marriage and pi:~-v2de a stabj.e home 

·environm~nt. This results in parental 'separation, divorce; 
\'4r" 

imprisonment, or hospi talization.As a result the child. 

,experiences multiple changes in guardianship, sb~~times with 
,-

fos.i~er homes or ins'bi tutional placement. Also, becaus.e' of. the 
',; 

family disil1tegration and break up , multiple sChool changes' . " 

" ' c, 

'occur~ Because of their parents psychosocial difficultie.s, 

these girls experience seyere social dislocation. 

The Model II Group ~irl comes frol!1 a small town, a 

poor ;family of approximately four children, and she has 

an I"Q. th~t is sli~htly below normal. There is a good 
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chance< that the parents are ,liv.i:ng together but }n almos'f', . ' 
JI \I 

half the cases Ol'l.e or' her,parents·(usually the father} is ~n 
() 

,\ 

an alcoholic. This youngster has l7 .50% chanc,e IOf having 

a s~bling with psychosocial 'dif£iculty. 

The Model IXI 9-roup:' girl sc'ores low on I. Q. tests, 
.~ 

comes from a very large , very po·or· family and lives in 

j a ghetto envi~pnment .1.1 ore likely than not she is illegitimate 

and is commonly ~a~sed by he'rmother alone. or by othel:' 
, " 

relatives.In a majority of cases, there will be another 

\J • 

• 

. . ' 64 ( . 
disturbed sibling (p) in the family.Felice and Offord 'Q 1972) . " .... 

state that these .GroupII! girls aI'e suffering from tlcommuni,ty 

d.elinquency\' Here one is impressed not so mucJ1. with the . 
", <. • ~.~ 

dist~rbance of the famfly as with the disturbartce in, the 

community. These girls live in. an environm~nt Vlherear:;.ti-soclal 

behavior is more wid'ely acoeptedas a .mode of acting. Obviously 

community pressures alone are not enough to (~xp!.ain 
(), 4 'J \, .. r' ...... 

delinquency but, lIone would not need to ,fing".§L~mtlCh .,' 
~ , ___ -.0:- __ •• -- .~-~-. ---

psychopathy in the. paren't to explain their (anti-social 

,behavior" • 
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B) Major Theories of Female Criminalitv and Delinauency: 

Thi$ section presents the major theories of female criminality 

incl~d_ing Oaesar Lombrozo, Sigmund Freud f Eric Erikson, 

~leanor and Sheldon Gllleck: ,otto Pollak, and .Sutherland and Cressey. . 
The lack of cultural and'social considerations will be discussed 

in ,::the next section. This. section attempts to give the reader 
c, 

an overview of the state of criminological theory for the, 
(; /Ci 

female offender. 

.... Caesar Lombrozo was one of the earliest cr~ll1inologists 

to "theorize about why females commit~rimes or delinquent acts. 

Lombrozo concluded that individuals develop differentially 

within sexual and racial limitations and they differ hierachically 

. from tl\e most h;i.ghly developed, the white man, to the most 
~ 

primi'Hve, the nonwhite woman~ According to Lombrozo: 
. Women have many traits in common with children: 

their md'ral sense is deficit; they are revengeful, 
.iealous •••• ln ordinar-y cases these defects are 
neutralized by'piety. maternity, want of pa~sion, 
sexual coldness, weakness, and an undeveloped 
intelligence. ,. 

r..,'l 
Lombrozo asserted ,that the only reason that women have 

pa~·hicipated ina smalJ.er portion of crime, is because of their 

·lapk' of intelligence. According to Klein (1973) , Lombrozo .. 

also believed that the women who do engage in crime are 

more masculine than their conformist sisters. Lombrozo 

stated that 
the anomalies of skill, physiognomy, and training 
capacity of female criminals more closely approximate 
i;hat of the man, norlgg-l or criminal, than do those 
of the normal women. 

• ':l 
........ ...', ......... ' .. ~, ... ~ 
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l;'reudian theory affirms that, women whc are ndt passive. 
a , 

Who arEf not satified. with their roles as wires and mothers 
, 

are m~ladjusted. The source .of their maladjustment is penis 

envy.,Accordin{5 to Kate Millet (1968): "Freud's entire C; . 
psychology of women, from. which all o~ modertl psychology 

\\ 

o 

and pSYe30analysis c;lerives heavily~ is built ucpon an original 

tragic experience-cbcrn female. To be born female is to be ,-1. 67 . 
bo·rh cast~ated.1f Th~s, ariatomy is <hestiny a.ccording to Freud, 

G• 'th" b· . t . I , . l.ven l.S asl.C assump l.on, Freua~e;qJla:l.ns deviance 

in w!)men as the presence of a ~tmasculini ty compiex~'. 

Evidence of this complex is manifest by the woman's pursuit 

of masculine goals; namely success, reco~ition, powe~ anp 

money. Since the penis is the symbol of pOWer, the woment's 

penis. envy can be interpreted as the envy of pc wert as v/el1. 

According to Freud, all women experience penis envy 

to som~ degree. But the difference between the VadjustedU 

from the "maladju~tedt' woman is th~t the adjusted woman 

seeks to cot:npensate for the lack of a penis through the sex 

act an.d through motherhood. The maladjusted \'loman 1 ndt able to 

accept her role and position,' will join feminist movements, 

attend universities or commit crimes. Thus, female delinquents 

or criminals turn to cr.iminal acts as a form of rebellion 

against their natural feminine roles. Women who cannot overcome 

their sense of loss in not having a penis, and who therefore 

cannot c?eal with their :f'eelin~s 0:( inferiority, are traumatized. 
.. (,.\' 68 

They grOW up .envious, resentful and in search of revenge. 
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These feGl~tlgs mO'r'e often than not become translated into 

antisocia.l acts. But the root oi all these behaviors and 

desires is the longin~.to compensFJ.t~ for the lack of a penis, 

Freud and the Freudians have ru:.gued that sexual temp~ramen'\:; 
~s a function p:d.marily of biology and genetics. Sex roles are 

fixed entities with their related statuses. Culture is based 

on.;anatomy~ 

Freu~fs influence upon the explanations of :female crime 

ar),~ delinquency has been considerable right ,up to the present 

day, Almost all theories up to the 1960's were, based at lea~t 

in part upon Freud's assertions. The structural functionalists" 

,of the 1960's in their treatment of the nuclear family, sex roles, 

Or 'socialization have 'conclusions consistent with Freu,d. The 

Qrigin of th~se roles may ~t"'e explain~~, differently, but Freud 's 

influence is clearly recognized. 
;, 

Erik Erikson, a respe(~;'tedneo-Freudian , accepts the 

basic Freudian view of the \~ntale as being~iolOgicallY 

inferior, incomplete and suffering. He sta';b~s\$ihat he wants 
'\ 

to help her avoid he 'inevitable dfsapp~intments that would 

arfse should s.he make the mis'cake of trying to q,ompf-~e 
69 in 'activities that are traditionally male. 

In 1934, Eleanor and Sheldon Glueckrpresented their 

results ofa study of five hundred delinquent women in 

r~assachusetts. Their findings and recommendations continued 

the theme of the women, offender as a pathetic creature~ 

They stated: 
The women are themselves on the Whole a sorry lot. 
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The major problem involved in. the d~linquency 
and criminality of our-girls ~s the~r lack of 
contro"l of their sexual impuJ ... ses • Illicit sex 
practices are, extremely common among thel'!l' ,~ 
beginning surprisingly early, and carry J.n tJ:em 
brain disease, illegitimacy and unhappy matrlmony •• 
When we consider the family background.of our 
women we should rather marvel that a slzeable 
faction of them, by one int'luence or another, 
abandoned their mispehavior, than that So marty 
of them continued their delinQuencies. 70 

.J, Because of this view of the female delinquent, the Glue ok 's 
~ • ~l 

advocated voluntary s,terilization as an advisable and poasible 

mode of preventative 'treatme~t and an eJ(f.ention of t~e 
'juvenile court philosophy • They felt tr~t, '-'these types 

of women need just as much protection and salvation as 
, I • 

'children: many of them are, in fact, psychologically children 

in their capacity for assuming social responsibilities." 

Otto Pollak's book, The Criminality .of' Women, was an 

important event in 1950. Basically'Pollak oontradicted the 

prevelant attitudes about female criminals or delinQuents ,and 6' 

asserted that female involvement in crime is much grea~er 

than official documentation reveals. As stated in the introduction, 

Pollak: felt that women were receiving preferential treatment 

by the criminal justice system I and the greate~ conformity of 

women over men is a total myth. i'loman's involvement in crime .. 

has been less visile p and less lilcely of detection. Also, 

the woman is less likely to be the active partner in cri~e,. 
G: 

the man is. The female is more likely to be the instigator, 
, 7l 

motivator, or 'arranger. 

Pollak's work was largely ignored when published. No 

new '.'lave of female criminality :reasearch evolved front this work,. 
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Talcott Parsons (1949) presented the theorY ,that girls' 
" 

aX'e less delinque~t than boysbecaus~ the girls'receive an 

apprenticeship training.from their mothers for the careers 
G,-I 

o~ ,roles into which they would enter, while boys remain 
., 

isolated from the occupational activities of their fathers. 

The isolation and subsequent confusion leads to i~rustration 

of ~he boys and cons'equent delinquent • .However, Toby (19.57)73 

chalienged this hyp~thesis. He stated that if Parsons \vas 

correct ,the delinqueicy ;ates of the two sexes should be 

mOre nearly alike in rural areas where both b.oys and girls 

receive apprenticeship'training that is very similiar. But Toby 

~howed that the delinq~ency rates are mo~e similiar in the . ' 
\\ , 

urban' areas, where thetraihing differs: more widely. 

Edwin Sutherland and Donald Cressey in their book, 

Criminology, (1970), offer their f?xplanation for the wide 

discrepancy between juvenile aelinquen?y rates between 1J~ys 

and girls. They explain that"' since both sexes live 'in the 

Elame homes, in equal poverty, and' with eq~+ly igno:Gant 

parents, and l~ive in the samte environments (neighborhoods}", 

these social conditions cannot be considered as causes of 

delinquency. The chief difference , according to Sutherland 

and Cressey is in the social positions of the girls and 

women as compared to the boys and men. The difference in 

sooial positions either determines the frequency and intensity 

.. 

of the associations leading to delinquency or positive behavior, 
or determines the freq'l).ency of opportunities to commit the crimes~ 
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!);,he social activitieo, and the nocla1 lifo of the 

II 
'i 

female 'delinqU9nt are not' known. !n fa.e t t the q,uest1:tmc: h~vc 

not been aslted. The soc.lal.tzatiotl 'Proc~'sGeG involvod 
(.' 

are not known.The relationships between social structure, 

culture, and personali~y forthfs suberoup hava yet to 

be defined. 

The 'relationship between the female juvertilc delinquent, 

the cot;trts, the community and other'social institutions is 
~-;, 

an area where research is desperately~eeded. The role 

of the female in our society I as any role has a I 

sophisticated netwo,rlt of behavior pattern~ established. Sirice 

the norms are changing, that is, since the types Q';C 

behaviors'of females are changin,$ so muat be the definitions 

'of acceptable 'be~avior for the female in 'theRe subgroups. 

By Understa.nding and articulating the dynamics at work, 

we will be better able to unrav~l Rome of the8tiol08ioa1 

factors and design relevant programs for ~pis popJlation. 
" 

The one solid conclusion that we can mn};;e from this 

research is that we know very 1i ttle "about the female 

~juvenile delinquent. Alr.o, our studies in SUffQlk 

'confirm that this subgroup is truly increasj,ng at 8.n 

alarmix;g rate • 
C) 

'No lont!cr can theories and etnp irical lnver~ti!;a t10n 

of delinquency ne~lect 'I:;}ia f~rnale.One cannot take R 

myopi6 view of female delinquency ae beln~ predoninately 

resul tant from one factor cue h as family ct ifiore:nn tl',n tion 

and its consequences. Continued investl{!ation wLlI have to 

be conductodtQ dp,termine how the erowlnrr femala dellnquC:11t 
, , 
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This inv9stieatlon ha.!1 attempted to identiJ.'y and 

dpoument the extent pf the growinz female juvenile 

delinquency pr~l~mr and assess the adequacy of existing 

theorY in explaning this phenomenon .An exhaustive searoh 

of the literature revealed tha.t very little attention has 

been given to the"otudy of female juvenile delinquency. 
1 

The gaps in our ur.ders-oanding ate considerable. 

. Female offenders have been ignored because they did not 

present much ofa threat to society. The~ were underrepreseted 

~n t~\le juvenile justice system, and their offenses 
!l 

seemed to be minor or self destructive. However, the 

results of the empirical research con~uc'Ped for ;chis 

stUdy I indicate that .r~ltit:tles are na'W tlblnrai tting qrimes 

and delinquent acts that Vlere traditionally considered to 

be in the malf) domain. Robberies, bUrglaries I assaults, 

laJ;'cenies; arson, etc. are all being committed by females I 

" and at an eVer incr~aoing rate H The trend is similiar 

nationallY. 

In analyzing the llaturl3 and Reope of the increar.;e 
~ , 

of female delinq1.lency in Suffolk, \Several observa.tions are 
~ 

espocially Worthy of note. '1'he amoun\~ of f~male d~,linquency 
,-::~) 

varied under ,different cond,itions in dl!'ferent Townf,h ip::;, 

Part I reveals that in some Tovmships , such 0.13 Smithtown, 
j} 

a ~olatively ~table, middle to upper-middle class community 
t 

'th.e percentage of juvenile delinquency WaD only lLl),;~; 

However t,,1n Islip; an aI'ep. w~ th a e;:t'ea t denl Inore clll tUre 

conflict, poverty, h~usin6 problems, and eenQFDl deteriorat-
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Pg. sa 

-ion et~~. the l'fttu wn~: cl11r.0l:i; doUb.lad. Alno, tho rate 

of female delln'1uenC~1 v;,\ri~d \'lith nr;e, cultt\rc, family 
" 

coheoion, Roclnl deterlorntioll, and the qUAlity ot the 

eXlotine soc in 1. 11\ut.l.ttltloi'l!l:o 

l\ational I no wnll a.s oUr local research, olearly 
'" 

document the facet that' fomale delinq1.\etlcy is lJr'owine fl.t a. Il\t:i'ch 
. . "\ ' 

~ k faster rate tha.n r.H:t'lc= dqlinquency. H\')wever. we now very 

1'1 ttle nbou.t the problmn, 11\ Part 1'1, an attempt wa$ 

Made to. find out exactly who comprised this SUb~TOUp • 

Just who is the fomf.\le j\tvenile delinquent? \lho.t ~ooio .. economlc 

cuI tu~al, famillal 1mCk,~o\.lnd does r.he come 'froll\'? IS there 

" a partioular personality type? Or as psychiatric theory 

suggests," Are all these youngsters miRfits and emotionallY 

,disturbed?" 

Our rer.earoh r~ven18 tht\t most of the Clrl jud ic~.ted 
.,. l 

female deilnquenta are yo\metlte.rs that had expArienced 

~r were e~periencinr; destructive environments. Afl Part II, 
'"t'l I ' 

A&B re ... ·eal. many of thece youn~sterl3 were respond Ine 

appropriately (in 'this nuthoh~' opinion) to intolerable 

~ltuationfl. The profile 0 f.' the female juvenile dollt'\('!uent 

is not of'a severely emotionallY r.1.lsturhed youngster, 

b\it of an anf.ry I drJnperate ind ividunl d~vold of n:ppr('l~ri?te .. 

way" of rcsponci i!l~~.ThE; luck of f3tnuili t;~r h\ the 1ml·)~dl"t.o 

life Gltuationrll and thn )!re3Cmce at' tr'Rt~mn. ,(ch.Ud 

abuae, rape, o.lcoholir=tn. rm.t'ntttul mental l1111CSf:) mu~~t 

interralate in flomu way to cuuop dellnquenc.v. 
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h I q'ul'te ~ra.nklv doeo no't l~now ,tho caUAe This rct;lCUrp or J.. J' , 
or causes of ;female jllv~nl.lfr dellnct.utmoy as are~,Ult. of 

~his current investigation. lilany younBsters 1n identical 

or sll!1ili~r a1 tuations do not commit delinquent a'cts,' 

II ·t·' i needed is. add i tional investigation into the ,n1a S ' . 
: cUlt~ral, tnoti'vatlonnL, p~,rsonali ty , e'nvirqnmental, 

perceptual and sl tl.\ational factors of ~hese'fer~ale offenders. 

that this study analyzed a It must be remembered 

biq,se.d.population. Fi';:stof all, many girls who commit 

~elinquent acts are never qaught. Secondly, as Pollak 
. r 

asserted. and as our research supported (' refer to Table IV), 

" t· bi . fav. or of the female in there is a selecl.On as 1.11 
the juvenile justice system. Therefore, we have only 

studied 'a' sma~l s~mple c.r the femalE! dUvenile delinquent 
and the population. OUr group 'may be the most severe, . " . 

moot power'less of the total population. 

" 'The contemporary theories of female juvenile 
, .' , . t 1 . n this 

delinquency seem totally inadequa.te 0 exp a1. 
problem. 

It was not within the Geope or'this paper' to ,cover in 

. ' depth, the theories eff burleheim, Merton, Sellin, 

Shaw&, Mcl{ay, 

criminology. 

. is n e;lar tnf.5 

Radzinowicz, or the different school~ of 

However. it can r,enorally be otated that there 

lackof attp.mpt to explain femalQ delinqufH1cy 

.. 

according to social i9.nd C'.11 -\iural factors. Thore has boon 

lit~le attention givren to the corrolation between 
tl d 1 Il"ad criminc.Hty. chnneine; woman roles} and sta-\iusea t al1 nere ... 
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" 
According to these authors, the most important difference' 

is that the girls are supervised more closely. Also, from 

infancy girls are taught that. they ~ust be nice whereas, boys 
fr~'i::::: 

are taught the importance of being rugged and tough. The 
" difference in care is probably based, on :elle fact that "females . 

become pregnant. The necessi'r;y of avoiding the social and familial 

conseq,uences of il~icit pregnancy led to the special protection . -, 

of the girl, not only in regard. to sex behavior but also in 
:, . . Jf4 I <-1 

regard ,to sQcial codes in general. " 

Grosser has shown that stealing has a different functional 

significance for boys and girls, it can be integrated with 

and can express features of the masculine adolescent rolet but 
" , " ,7,5 

it cannot do SO for the baE!ic features of the feminine role ~)). 

The next section v,ill present an analysis of female 

delinquency theory. The adequacy of current theor~l v/ill be 

discussedo One obvious observation is that there is a rEiimarkabJ.;e 

.. absense of any comprehensive attempt to explain female' 

criminality according to socJal and cultural factors. The social 

fact?rs are not articulated. There is a st~ange lacle of social

cultura+ theory in examining the female offender in terms O'.f 
". 

their social life and social activity. 
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aotivity 10 t'olatecJ 'co the nowl:" elllereirt~ felnalc sex 
I 

1'010, which el;1coura~es direct competition with men 

in'i;he worldEI of work," ~duca.tion, oocial activity and 

spot-ts. ;IReaearch is needed to" dctel.~ine how the dally 

socl~l and 'I cultural s.ctfv1tles oi' OUr soc iety are 

,related WO the growine rate ot,\ delinquent activi t~t among 

female's •• 76 
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