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Since its inception in 1970, the rolice Foundation has had a major 

interest in studying and assisting the employment of women in policing. 

As this report notes, the Foundation h~s funded several studies and 

pr0grams on the subject of women in policing. So a natural outgrowth 

of the Foundation's work is· the establishment of the National Information 

and Research Center on Women in Policing. 

Paralleling the Foundation's work in this area have been the efforts 

of several agencies of the United States Department of Justice. It is 

through the generous support of the Justice Department's Office of 

Justice Assistance, Research and Statistics that the Foundation is able 

to provide the center as a clearinghouse for information on women in law 

enforcement. 

Great strides have been made on the part of women in policing--and 

vastly incr.eased numbers of women are in policing--since 1970. Thr.ough 

such efforts as the Information and Research Center, even more progress 

can be expected. 

Women playa very important part in the improvement and enhancement 

of the American police service. A lesson of the past decade is that 

women make effective contributions to realizing the role of the 

police--control of crime and the maintenance of order. 

I urge everyone interested in the subject of women in policing to 

make full use of the Information and Research Center. We welcome your 

inquiries as well as your counsel. 

Patrick V. Murphy 



INTRODUCTION 

The National Information and Research Center on Women in Policing 

(NIRC) was established in September 1979 in response to a growing need 

for a clearinghouse for information directly affecting wome~ in law 

enforcement. Funded by the Office of Civil Rights Compliance of tHe 

Office of Justice Assistance, Research and Statistics, and administe.red 

by the Pol iee ·Foundation; NIRC e011ects. Clnd ·disseminates information on 

women in·policing as a professional service to individuals and to public 

and private organizations. 

In addition, NIRC provides technical assistance to agencies 

involv2d in developing, assessing, or amending police personnel and 

affirmative action programs involving women. 

The need for an organization such as NIRC became evident in the 

, late 1970s, when the numbers of women in law enforcement in the. 

United States increased rapidly as a result of Supreme Court rulings and 

congressional recognition that women should be hired and compensated 

equally with men. 

In the parly 1970s, the Police Foundation published three pioneering 

studies of women in law enforcement: Women ~ Policing (1972),· Police

women £!l. Patrol (1974), and Women ~ Policing: A Manual (1975). Since 

then, there have been monumental and positive changes in the hiring and 

deployment of women police officers. No longer are they subject to 

differential hiring criteria and inferior compensation, nor are they rele

gated solely to Women's or Juvenile Bureaus. Following the 1~63 Equal Pay 

Act; the 1972 Revenue Sharing Act; the 1972 amendment to Title VII of 

the 1964 Civil Rights Act; the 1978 Pregnancy Disc.riminat;on Act; and 
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subsequent Equal Employment Opportunity Commission administrative orders, 

women are compensated and generally deployed throughout: pol ice department 

units without reference to their gender. Moreover, aided in part by 

litigation leading to consent decrees having national impact, women 

now c.onstitute 3-.2 percent of a·ll United States law enforcement personnel, 

and rank as high as captain, inspector, and deputy chief in police depart

ments across the country. 

Outlining the results of these changes, the Police Foundation's most 

recent research in this area, Women in ~olicing: A Personnel Study, 

directed by Cynthia G. Sulton, focuses on five police departments that 

employ large numbers of women, and emphasizes the diversified rise of 

women police officers across the country. Interviews with police 

administrators, civil service executives, judicial officials, and men 

and women police officers in Washington, D.C.; Miami, Florida; Denver, 

Colorado; Houston, Texas; and Detroit, Michigan, strengthened the recognition 

of a national demand for varied information on women in policing, and 

the need for relevant analyses of the literature, legislation, and 

judicial decisions pertinent to women police officers. 

To the end of satisfying t~is demand, it is the aim of NIRC to 

provide full and verified information and technical assistance in the 

area of women in policing. 

Presented here is a bibliographic listing and outline of nine NIRC 

data banks. Included are resource materials which not only trace and 

describe the presence of women in policing, but present analysis as well. 

This general information packet also includes a bibliographic listing 

of resource materials relating to the issue of sexual harassment, and 
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also nationally recognized performance evaluations of women police 

officers. In addition, the bibliography lists five case studies assessing 

the status of women in policing from the forthcoming Police Foundation 

publication, Women Police Officers: A Personnel Study. 

Displaying the broad scope of NIRC data, this general information 

packet also presents a listing of the specific information packets and a 

series of pointed issue papers which cover personnel and performance 

issues, as well as issues of law. Provided also are listings of litiga

tion and legislation of particular significance to women in policing. 

Listed also are varied information pamphlets which address affirma

tive action and recruitment, as well as patrol performance and sexual 

harassment. These information pamphlets and the other resource materials 

identified throughout this general information packet are available by 

writing to the Information Coordinator, NIRC, Police Foundation, Suite 

400, 1909 K Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006. 
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Roi Dianne Townsey, Ph.D. 
Project Director 
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NOTE: The development of additional issue papers by NIRC consultants is 
underway. Topics include physical agility; testing; sex 
discrimination in police employment; sexual harassment; and 
performance capability of women officers. 
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