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By 
SHERMAN R. KNAPP* 

Chairman of the Board, 
Northeast Utilities, 
WCI"hersfleld, Conn. 
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RegCHd every fallen wir~ 
as clangerous. When you 
spol one on pallol or 
when one is reported to 
you, notify fhe power 
company so fhat repair 
crews may take immediate, 
expert otlion. 

The Haws arid Vifhys; 

"'rille roo's and Don 9ts 

"'~lr. KlHtl'l. lflilll'~' llw ConUl·('tit'lit Ut::h\ & 
Powl'r Cn. ill IfJ:m. Olht'r j.!raduuliJ1J.: rltlll1 Curlldl 
tlllht'rsit). ns nil df'('u it',11 l'fl'~illl'I'r~ Ht' '~.lt\ l'it'('iI',1 
prt'''Iidt'nt tif Nnrlllt,.\~t PIJlHh~!i In 19M). (ul1tH\jug 

. .,IiJi;uiun ur lIlt· Cllllnc't'lil'lil t.ij.!111 &. PtHH'r Co" 
Thl' llHrlJufll F.il'I'Hit' Li,.:ht en.. fnHl Wl",h'TU 

v Yf; 

~h\1'i>\;wh\)"'Hlli l~lcc\ric Co.. He. I'<issutuNl hit\ Ilfcscttt 
IlIIsiHurt (11\ .Apr. 1, 196U. 

,(,hi~ nrl;i'l" first :1JI(lcarcu ill lJw June 11)()1 issue of 
IIH' Hulh-lin. UC{'o,ww of h!1 important inh'rcst 10 

JlIl·lItlJj·r~ elf 1,\", t>u(llfcl'nwTll, ·~1rc KnUllJI hJS upllu[C'tl 
it em H'pri1\\i.t\~; hN'l'. 
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Tilt· ('ll,(,tl"it' ('om p:my "hkh ) Olt Imow today i:; in !\lost 
in~,laJ\(·t·" (plill' rliff.·"('llt frotH thnt 'I hi('h YOll krl('W (,H'n 5 or 
10 )('al'l'\ ll!~U. !~~; I J\(' e)t·(·trkal (·lH'I'!!.Y 1'I'(IHirt'llH'llb of III is 
l'ialioll ('(lJI I illlll' 10 ,.,l~)TCH'kl·l, tlu' l\,('llIIo}ogy of tht' intlul"ll'Y 
rlt(·(·s nJwad at ;/11 t" ('r·il)('n'a ... iJJ~ 1'1Il!' 10 k('(·p pac{' with Ill(' 
dt'mmlll 1;01' ('IWt'!!.y. This m'th-It' 10; <ll'~il!l\l'd to lwlp yon H!-i a law 
<,ufo 1'('('Jl1t' nl olliel'!' kllOW what j" involved in {('I'mh of puhlic 
sufl'!Y and) (IIII' roie'. 

Electric power is just that
power, It can be just as deadly as the 
cartridge in your handgun or the 
speeding automobile. As hullets and 
speeding cars l'cpr(,Rr.Jll energy in mo
tion, so also electricity is encrgy in 
motion-powcr. 

Its voltage is like the water pres
sure at a hose nozzle. But unlike waleI' 
pressure, there is no "safe" voltage for 
human }}cings. Waler from a garden 
hose call1lluke you just as wet as waler 
from a firehose; you can he killed 
just as quickly with a .22 caliber 
gun as with a .'1.4. magnum weapOll; 
aml you call get just as "shocked" 
from 120-volt house current as from 
a 311.5,OOO-volt l.rullsmission line. 

for target practice by persons of all 
ages. And hard to find today is a po
lice officer who has not done his share 
of chasing young, eager climbers down 
from utility poles and electric towers. 

Each one of these instances requires 
that the law enforcement officer know 
the hazards and proccdures involved 
in all electric power emergency where 
there is a fallen or dangerous wire. 

Every electric wire is a potential 
hazard and should he cOIJ:lidcred 
dangerous. 

Some fallen wires snap, lwist, and 
spew lethal sparks as they hite the 
ground. Othel's lie quietly with no 
warning rallIes like a s)1ake, hut po
tentially ju:;t as deadly. Do not go 
within 6 feet 0/ any fallen wire. 

Preventive measures are always the 
best in any situation, whether it he 
aUlomobile maintenance, weapons 
maintenance, or electrical accident 
preve)1tion. Thus, when boys and 
girls allempt to play on or ncar 
electrical equipment, they should not 
j llSt he summarily chao:;ed from the 
area, to return again after you Jeave. 
III your role representing legal au
thorily, you can do much to impress 
upon children lhe hazards involved 
and the }Kltential threat to life. You 
can make these points ill school pro-

The Jaw enforcemenl oflicer is fre
quently first on the scene when over
head wires come down as a result of 
st01'111S, cars hilling uLility poles, fall
ing roUen tl'CC branches, civil disturb
ullces, or sabotage. lncrcttsingl)' evi
dellt to us all is the strange fascina
tion which insulatillg c\c\'icl's high 
atop tr(,llsl1lis!:lioTl towers or poles hold 

I(eep yourself and others away from metal highway dividers and metal fcnc~s of all kinds. 
A fallen wire drcll'cd over such dividers and fences can cncrgite them for great distances, 
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Keep out of the danger lone. Never get closer than 6 feet 10 fallen 
wire. Keep crow(:!s back and out fro", under overheod lines. Sut 
flares. Reroute traffic if necessary. 

Impress upon motorist the fact Ihat, should he step from his vehicle, 
he would malw himself part of Ihe ele,lric drcuit from Ihe wire (0 

the ground, just as the victim is doing in the above drawing. 

grams, and yom cooperation, if called 
upOJ!, can be ill\'aluablc,in assuring 
the lialCly of yottn?; IJeoplc in the 
communi ly. 

Equally important is the facl Ihal, 
if schools in your area ha\'(~ not In· 
strucled students in the hazards of 
electricity, you can perform a signifi· 
cant eOllllllunity service by suggesting 
sllch a program and then helping to 

initiate it. A few pleasan~ hours in a 
classroom is a small investment toward 
preventing the day whnn you might 
have La ru~h the hurnell, brokell form 
of a child to an cmergency ward only 
to finc1thal you "'ere not fast enough. 

Your local eleclrie company is 
ready to assist in all possible ways to 
formulaIc a mcaningful education 
program. 

The R1I!l'rttI'1!f')' Slri!;es: TVlwt 
To /)0 Fit""l 

Ag 11 lall' ('llforcemcnt omeer, you 
c.hDuhl know Ill\' hagic A B Cs of Ull 

ell'L'll'i{' I )()\I'P!' ('llll'rgcllc),: 

A. ild('isc r{)ur headquarters of the 
l'1JII'l'gl'IlC')' l'ondiLion immediately. 

B. IJri{!,/it/r light the area if in dark· 
m'ss hou)'s anll keep peop1e at least 

Remind driver of damaged vehicle that vehicle is "hot" or energized 
when it has a fallen wire draped over it. Tell him that as long as 
he stays in the vehi"a, he is perfeclly safe. 

Do not aHempt 10 handle wire$ unless properly C1tjuipped or trained. 
Make sure that slick of wood. the wooden pole, or Ihe rope you 
use to remove fallen wire fro 111 vchiclo or viclim is tree of dampness. 
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] 00 feel away. Elecll'ie power 
l'1lH'rgC'nc:i(',; fn'!JIH'lltly occur 
\1'11('11 it i,; ruilling and thc \Vel 

ground ill('I'!'a!;('~ Ilw hazard", 
C. CemclIt is StlJe: melal ('an be 

clcn(H),. Kc('!> (!\Tl YllllP I'l'tllll any 
kind 0 f metal ~:lll(d lin'. {"/lee, 
guanlmil, or hi:.!ll\\'.ly tlhidl'r. 
Evcn a rllsly 01(1 J.:lIlwd wi!'(' fCllce 
may he CIIl'rp:i/l'd h) (\ fnlll'lI wire 
draped acro~::; it lIIi1,'" away and 
out of sight. 

In a hllrricUlH', lorlHl(1o. fore,;t (ire, 
flood, or JUl'gt' cidl di:.luriHItlCl\ fallell 
wirt~!:! llIay Ill' lIl11lliplied hy the 
hundreds. In sueh illf'tatll'l'S electric' 
companies borrow :;kil\pd }ll'ofc:;gjol1ul 

service restoration and lilwl'rew!i from 
each oth~r to uugment traiJ}('d man
powcr. III such largc disa!il(~r~, you 
lla\'e your own j oh to perform. hut 
you musL he prepan'cllo t'opc wilh lhe 
special und unusual COlld ition!' prev
alcnt will! ll!UlIY fallen wires. even 
as you go about your 0\\'11 enlcrgeney 
functions. 

You must he additionally prepared 
for the moment whcll you may fac(l 
an elccLric: power emergency alone 
and make the r[uick hut proper deci
sions about Jleople, power, and your
self. 

Uu/es '1'0 RClIlew(Jer 

Elcelricily, from a powerline or a 
thundercloud, st'eks La J'l'aeh the 
ground. Therefore, ol1e rule to re
member at all Lime!:! i:;: ])0 nat· leI 

YOllrself or others gel, inlo a circuit 
between aile wire alld allollier, a/' 
betwcen Of!(' wire and the grollnd. 

In a typical power cmcrgency, a 
car hil!> u utilily pole- and c:allses a 
win~ to snnp and fall Oil [}Ie cal'. The 
Ot'Cll]H1IlLS al'C perfretly safe as long 
as they stay in the car. Call lhe power 
COll1pany. If the car cnlches fire, Lell 
the oeeupanls to leap, not slq), from 
the C1\l', To st"Jl oul WOIl!!] pilI. Ihem ill 

Llw c:irl'uit, wilh (badly 1'05111[:;. If III(~ 
O(~l'llp(lnl" arc 100 inj II n·d to n'!'pond, 

May 1969 

Somelimes occupants of a vehicle must leave in a hurry. Instruct them to leap free of the 
vehicle with no pari of their bodies or c10lhing louching Ihe energized vehicle and the ground 
at the some time. 

Don't be a dCCld horo! Don'l make foolhardy roscue attempts, Remember, your rub be. bools and 
rain goar oro desiglled to prolecl you agoinsl getting wet-not against getting eloclroculad. 
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with yom ear YOll may Le able to 

pl.I~h the (lttH'\' car ou L () f c0IltncL But 
before yOII gel. ou l of your ('ar, take a 
good look mOllnd, or it might be your 
last; Lhere might be anolher fallen 
wire behind you or hookpcl La your 
humper. If so, exit leaping from your 
cruiser. 

Rescue Aids 

Many police carry a length of dry 
rope, an ax, and hlankets in their cars. 
The rope can he flung around the 
fallen wire to pull it free from a vehi
cle or victim, Dr il can be used as a 

snare to help extricate unconscious 
persons Lrapped in burning; cars or 
tangled wires. The ax is La be used Lo 
cut a fallen wire with one Lrue swing 
only when all other rescuo efforts with 
wooden poles, Slicks, or dry rope have 
faileel. In most ('ases, leave Lhe cutLing 
of potentially dangerous wires on the 

Never try 10 cui follen wires without proper equipment. A 1011g, dry rope can, however, be 
used to pull cJ fallen wire from a victim. Try to lift wire clear of victim while keeping if, a! 
some point, in contoc! with ground. Danger is rcciuced considerably this way • 

Sometimes a rope can be used to pull victim free from a vehicle or snarled, fallen wire. Aftor 
victim is COll\p\e\ely clear of wh'e, begin artificial resuscitation immediately. This is a matter 
of life or death. Every second counts. 
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ground to trained power company 
linemen. The blankets, of course, are 
carried to keep a victim warm while 
artificial resuscitaLion is heing admin
istered. Carhon dioxide and dry 
powder extinguishers, usually carried 
in police cars, also ean be used safely 
to fight eleclrienl fires. 

Lifting (t F(llien Wire 

Sometimes, a long, dry slick can he 
used to liIt a fallen wire from a victim. 
A garden rake at least 6 Leet long will 
answer the purpose . 

In any rescue attempt, you must 
IlJ:O tee t y om'seH; deull heroes aren't 
any good to anyono in trouble. Do nol' 
rcZy, under any circumstances, on rub
ber hools, raincoaLs, rubber gloves, or 
ordinary wil'ecullcrs to help protect 
YOll. Above all, do not touch the wl~re, 
or allQW even your clothing Lo Louuh 
lhe wire 01' lhe vicl,inl. 
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