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1. 

I. ;PREF,AQE 

This is the fourth in a series of occasional 
special reports produced by the Office of 
Crime Statistics. These special reports are 
intended tocompiement the Office's regular 
Quarterly Reports by f'Ocusing upon:~particular 

"". subj ects in depth. The present repbrt . 
summarises thernore significant criminal 
matters ·dealt with in Adelaide ,Magistrates' 
Court during the first six months of 197'9, 
and will serve to introduce the reader t·o 
one of the more important recent inno
vations in the administration of justice 
in South ,Australia: the ,newly developed 
system of statistics frGm Courts of Summary 
Jurisdiction. 

On 1st January, 197~ the Office of Crime 
Statistics began implementing a system of 
data collection from Courts of Summary 
.;Jurisdiction in Sout:hAustralia. .For the 
first siX months, .collection was limited 
in its coverage to Adelaide Magistrates' 
Court, the state's largest Court of Summary 
Jurisdictio.n. ·On 1 st July., 1979 the system 
was exte,nd.ed to Courts .of Summary Jurisdiction 
thrOughout the stat·e. 

It is intended that selected statistics from 
Courts of Summary Jurisdiction will be 
incorporated in future Quarterly Reports 
produced by this Office. These data will 
also provide the basis for special reports 
on specific offences Or issu'es of public 

concern. In addition, the Office of Crime 
Statistics has begun a. specialised inform-
ation service for members of the legal 
profession and for other researchers subject 
to ministerial authorisation. Guidelines 
for this service are outlined in Appendix IV. 

It would not be possible to produce statistics 
from Courts of Summary Jurisdiction without 
the assistance of numerous individuals. 
Clerks of Court throughout the State have 
contributed their time and effort to the 
collection of data from ca'ses heard in their 
Courts, In the case of Adelaide Magistrates' 
Court, this role has been ably performed by' 
Peter Young. The south Australian Police 
Department contributes additional information 
'on the backgroundo£ d'erendants '. Judith 
Worrall, Statistic.ian., Dff ice of Crime 
statistics, assumed full 'respbnsibili ty for 
the design and management of the system" 
and is responsibIl:e for the stGrage" retrieval, 
and analysis 'Of data. 

,,,, 
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II. INTRODUCTION 

The volume of cases heard in Courts of 
Summa:l..'Y Jurisdiction in South Australia 
presently exceeds 160,000 cases per year, 
with the majority of matters involving 
minor traffic infringements. Statistical 
collection by the Office of Crime Statistics 
is therefore limited to only the more sig
nificant criminal matters. Relatively 
minor cases involving such charges as breach 
or Council by-laws and lesser traffic 
offences have been excluded from coverage. 
A detailed list of matters not covered may 
be found in Appendix II. 

As a criminal matter is completed in a given 
Court, information about the charges and 
outcome are recorded directly from the case 
file onto a special printed form. These 
data are entered on a computer file and 
later merged with other information relating 
to the characteristics of the defendant 
which are forwarded by the South Australian 
Police Department. All items which could 
lead to the identification of a defendant 
by name are automatically erased, enabling 
the production of the most detailed statis
tics from Courts of Summary Jurisdiction 
currently available in Australia, while 
at the same time ensuring complete confiden
tiality of restricted criminal history 
information. 

2. 

The pages which follow will summarise the 
more significant matters heard and disposed 
of in Adelaide Magistrates' Court during 
the period 1st January-30th June, 1979. 

Part III will summarise the type of charges 
laid, and the background characteristics of 
defendants whose cases were finalised during 
the six months under review. 

Part IV will review the background of defend
ants and the outcome of cases arising from 
each of a number of specific offences. These 
include the charges most frequently laid, as 
well as other offences (such as those involv
ing drugs) which are of greater public 
interest. A special section will be devoted 
to cases involving companies which were the 
subject of criminal proceedings during the 
period; another will deal with charges brought 
by Commonwealth agencies. 



--------"-"'!',--------------------------------------
3 • 
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Data were collected on 4,186 cases disposed 
of in Adelaide Magistrates' Court during 
the six month period under review. Of these, 
979 irivolved'charges against Companies under 
the Companies Actor other statutes. The 
remainder consisted of 3,~07 total case~ 
involving 2,374 distinct per~ons. There 
we~e few,er persons thc;n total cases, because 
a number of individu~ls were the subject of 
two or more separate cases during the six 
months in question. 

Two other items merj.t mention at th~9 point. 
The statistics repotted below C3,,:fe based o,n 
information extracted from Court and Police 
record~, and ~ubsequentlY coded into fuachine 
readable fotm. The introduction of erior is 
inevitable iI'l ~ny prOcess of extracting and 
procel?siIHJ large' amounts -o~ data, thi~ one 
incluqed. D~ta qualitx cOntrol procedures 
are built into tHe sysfef\l, however, an~ we 
estimate that errors'occu+, Cipproxirnately 
once in every 10bcase~. " . 

The reader i~ c;lso cautioned against ma~ing 
broad generalisations f:rPW the data repo.rted 
be,l,ow.. Tp.~ C~9~§ re.v::i,.ewed h~fe \~ere. qray~n 
~rQm 6necourt dti+,i~gaperipq Of only six 
months. Analvses'of cases from throughout 
the Sta"te anc1~Qver a longer perio4 must 
precede any definitive assertio~s concerning 
Courts o~ SUmmary Jurisdictipn in South 
Australia. -

With this in mind, we summarise the 
characteristics of distinct ~ersons 
and total cases disposed of during the 
period. 

Table 1 shows the nature of charges most 
oOIDm0nly before the 'Court during the six 
month.s under review. Keeping in mind that 
the table concerns only the relatively 
serious matters before the Court, the 
reader will nevertheless note that minor 
matters predominate as Court business. 

The single most common ~ource of Court 
proceedings are offences against the 
Companies Act. The majority of these 
prosecutions result from failure to lodge 
required'returns at year'~·end. A further 
781 ciharges (over 15, of thos~ reviewed 
here) 'involved very ~inor pdblic order 
matters - public drunkenness,offensive 
behavi6ur,iridecent language, loitering, 
andielat~d df1ences.' Seri6tis crimes of 
violence contributed a negligible amount 
to the business of the Court; even lesser 
~ss~ult constituted only 2% of those 
charges revie~ed. 

'. ~ '. 

Drug charges, although numerouo, were relat~vely 
minor. The vast majority of cases involved 
cannabis; less th~n14~'of all drug charg6s 
involved other substances. ' 
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Companies Act 

Drug Offences 

Public Drunkenness 

Minor Traffic 
(Secondary to more serious 
charges) 

Larceny from Shop 

Driving under the influence/ 
.08 

Fraud/False Pretences 

Offensive Behaviour 

Break And Enter 

Indecent Language 

LOitering/Offences against 
Enforcement Order 

Breach of Maintenance Orders 

Resist Arrest 

Cornmon Assaul.t 

Larceny from Person 

TABLE 1 
4 • 

ADELAIDE MAGISTRATES' COURT 

1ST JANUARY - 30TH JUNE 1979 

SELECTED CHARGES DISPOSED OF 

Total Separate Charges = 5,065 

792 15• 6 

384 7.6 

333 6.6 

320 6.3 

282 5.6 

258 5.1 

180 3.6 

177 3.5 

163 3.2 

142 2.8 

129 2.5 

128 2.5 

121 VI 

108 2.1 

91. 1.8 

Forgery 

Wilful Damage 

Larceny/Unlawful Use/Illegal Inter-
ference of Motor Vehicle 

Failure to Pay Correct Wages 

Unlawful Betting 

Prostitution Offences 

Other Larceny 

Firearm Offences 

Peace Complaint 

Unlawful Possession 

Assault Police 

Assault Occasioning Bodily Harm 

Liquor Offences 

Receiving 

Robbery 

Mental Defective At Large 

Breach of Recognizance 

Miscellaneous 

79 1.6 

78 1.5 

72 1.1+ 

71 1.1+ 

65 1.3 

58 1.1 

58 1.1 

50 1.0 

49 1.0 

44 0.9 

43 0.8 

32 0.6 

27 0.5 

24 0.5 

24 0.5 

23 0.5 

23 0.5 

637 12•6 
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ry. CHARACTERI.s.'I'ICS~ OE S_ELE,:G.TEP CASES 
DTS'POSED'" OF';;kNt): .. p'ERseN"S;~:;eH~A-RGE E)~~';;;' 

Table 2 shows the characteristics of cases 
disposed of (other than those involving 
corporate defendants) during the si~ month 
period under review. Similar breakdowns 
by selected offence types appear in odd 
numbered Tables 9~l3. 

Most of the cases in question involved sole 
defendants facing one charge; less than 10% 
of all cases in~olved 2 or more defendants, 
and only. 18% involve¢l more than one type cif 
offience.l Aa can be seeri, over 80% of cases 
were initiated by the. 'Sout:h Austtaliari P.olice. 
Charges laid by the Commonwealth Police 
(since renamed the Australian Bederal Police) 
or other Commonwealth Cj:gency 'gave ilse to just 
under 6% of the cases under review. 

One of the more noteworthy findings reported 
in Table 2 concerns legal'r~p.reseritati6n. 
In just over half of all cases,4~fena~nts 
were not represented by; counsel at their 
fina,l appearapce •. This is oJ particula:t:" 
significance when onenQtes th~t these cases 
are not representative of all caSeS b~fot~ 
the Mag.istrates! CQu:'(:t, but only of t1}e more 
seriQus criminal ma,tters - thos~ offences 
which carry the pot~ntial threat of imprison-
ment upon conviction.' .. . 

Breakdowns by principal offence charged show 
a wide variation in the use of legal repre-

sentation; 94.1% of defendants charged with the 
sale (or possession for sale) of drugs, and 
73 7 4~ of defendants charge,d with alcohol related 
drlvlng offences had legal representation. On 
t~e other,~and, less than 5' of persons charged 
w~th publlC drunkenness we~e repre~ented. These 
dlffe~e~ces may be o:ccounted for by 'the relative 
severlty of the charges in~uestion. As Table 13 
shows, . th~ d.rir:k-driving cases invQlved"a very 
~eal.rlsk of llcense susp~nsion ~nd/or 
lmprlsonment. Charges relating to sale of 
dru~~ c:re tried ir: the Dist:t:ict Criminal Court, 
and.lnvolve~ commlttal proceedings before the 
Ma~ls~rates Court. BY contrast, the vast 
m~JOrlty of drunkenness Cases resulted i 11 
f lne, as Tc:ble 11 illust:r'ates. ..n a sma 

How~ver, in a number of other relatively 
SerlOUS ma.tters, a'significant proportion 
of d~fendants were not represented. 
Defe~dants charg~d in 39.7%6f shop theft 
cases, 24.2% break and 'enter, 36.8% fraud . . . . . . '. , 
32.4% wilful damage and 40.~% of drug 
possession cases, were unrepresented at 
their final court appearance." 

1 
In those cases where more than one type of 
offence is charged, only the principal 
(most serious) offence charged is counted 
for statistical purposes. For example, 
given a case wherein the defendant has been 
charged with both robbery and larceny from 
the person, the robbery charge and case 
outcome have been counted, but the lesser 
charge has not. Rules for determining 
principal offence are provided in Appendix III. 



TABLE 2 

ADELAIDE MAGISTRATES' COURT 

1ST JANUARY - 30TH JUNE 1979 

SELECTED CASE CHARACTERISTICS : (CY-CLUDING CORPORATf DEFENDANTS) 

TYPE OF APPEARANCE: COMPLAINANT: 

Arrest 2,018 " .. 
Surrunons ~ 37.1 

Police 2,581 
State 235 

Total 3,207 100,0 
Commonwealth 189 
Private 180 

-- Other ---E 
~ Total 3,207 

LEGAL REPRESENTATION BAIL STATUS AT FINAL 
AT FINAL APPEARANCE: APPEARANCE: 

Represent-
ed 1,707 5',2-

Not Repre-
sented 1,500 It 6.8 

At Liberty - BaJl 
Not Required 1,356 

Bail - Recognizance 1 ,348 
Bail - Cash 53 

Total 3,207 100.0 
In Custody 430 
Unknown -2Q 

-- Total 3,207 

--
SUMMONS CASES: Elapsed Time NUMBER OF DIFFERENT 

Date of Offence OFFENCES CHARGED: 
To Date of Summons 

0-14 days 157 ll.2 1 2,631 
15-30 days 255 :1l.5 2 353 
1-2 months 299 25.2 3 143 
2-4 months 195 16." 4 64 
4-6 months 93 7.' 5 6 
6 months -

1 year 119 10,0 
6 __ 1_0 

Over 1 Total 3,207 
year 70 .,. 

Unknown __ 1 
0.0 --

Total 1,189 100,0 

NUMBER OF CO-DEFENDANTS: ELAPSED TIME: First A~~earance to 
Final Disposition 

% 

0 2,927 ... , 
1 212 ... 
2 39 1.2 

Same day 1,193 
1-30 days 647 
1-2 months 450 

3 16 0.5 2-3 months 265 
4 5 .. 2 3-4 months 164 
5 __ 8 0.2 4,-6 months 233 

Total 3,207 100,0 
OVer 6 months 254 
unk.nown __ 1 

-- Total 3,207 .. --

. 
A written guilty plea on Form (4A) 

'0.' 
7.' ... .,. 
0.7 

100,0 

"., 
":1.0 

1,7 

1".. 
0.' 

100,0 

82.0 

11.0 

'" 2.0 

0,.2 

0,3 

100.0 

% 

31.2-

"'2 
11t.0 

',' 
',1 
7,' 
7.' 
0.0 

100.0 

PLEA: 

Guilty 2112 
Not Guilty 81 
tto Plea 938 
Guilty (4A)' ~ 

Total 2ill 

OUTCOME: 

Convicted 2112 
Not Convicted 
-Penalty 54 
-No Penalty 102 
-Order 175 
Unfit to Plead 1 
Died 4 
Withdrawn 174 
Dismissed 207 
;:ornrnitted 

for Trial --ill. 
Total 2ill 

PRINCIPAL PENALTY 
IMPOSED-
NO CONVICTION: 

Order 
Bond Without 

Supervision 
Bond With 

Supervision 

TOTAL PENALTIES 
IMPOSED- CONVICTION: 

No Penalty 
Order 
Sentenced 

to RiSing 

65.9 

2.' 
2.9,2 

2." 

100.0 

" . 
1.7 

',2 ,., 
.0 

,I ... ... 
11.5 

100.0 

10 

35 

138 
123 

39 
Bond Without 

Supervision 
Bond With 

Supervision 
Suspension of 

Driving License 176 
1672 

$5 
$1554 

Fine 
Minimum 
Maximum 
Mean 
MedIan 
Standard 
Deviation 

Impr isonment 
(Suspended) 
Imprisonment 
(Direct) 

0-1 month = 56 

1-2 months = 51 

2-3 months = 35 

3-6 months = 22 

6-12 months = 9 

$ 1 05 
$64 

$122 

12+ months = :2 

(maximum= 36 months) 

unknown= 3 

64 

178 

6. 
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Th~ other notewortqy item in ~able 2, CQn
cerns bail st,atus. 'J:n . O:ver 13%' of the 
cases under'review, defendants were in 
c\is'toQY' at 'the 'time of 'th~i.r fiI1a.l appear
ance ..... '. :As . revealed. "in TC).bles f1 and 19' 
29.8% of 'defendants Ghargedwith 'drurikenness 
arid '22 .• 4% ofthQse charggq:wi th break ahq. ,. 
epter '~ere.incar.s:eratedon· t;he day of tlfei:r;
q,ispc5si t:i,on. E:y cOI).tJ:::a~t', none of the 
de,(et:lOcant;:s' cha:t;ged'witn P9s.se,ssibn of: dx;ugs 
vias l:l,e~'9, in cus:t'ody dur'1rj'g 'progeed;in,g.s. . ' 

> •• ) 

'l'~1;>.1~~ 3 to 5 p;~ov:,i~e. f.\l;~i;1t.S:J;, ~:Q.~,.tgJ;lt 9,l'} tlf~ 
ciues-t::-~~J) o,f[ pr.~;:g,is.l?Q~it·.t9~, c?:e:~~n:t:~Q1) afi'q.; 
legal r:~:(pJ;~}?erit9.tion" T~..l/l'e .~~ s.n.Q.~,s 'tl),at. 
over; o:rie~i;:lii~d:'6:~. "p~r99.l)~~' ~~ 9\l,s:tQdy we~<?: 
fa~.~ng; ·c,~~rg.~s· :t;¢lat~Ij<;Jf"~? m~~9'f J?j~.~cl).,~!:) 
of pu,1;>lic d~,c9:J?u~i, aiio·t:h~,:r; 9:I1~~'tll~~q '~:~ce~ 
char<:r;es,:¢elat,i~g: t,o'9.~tfn9n~·'. aS1,a..tr\~t. J?r,o~~J?-t;.Y,. 
Persona accused of ser1o~s'V101entcr1mes ' 
9,pns.1tif,~f¥~ :9,n1y -a, ~.w.~~~ 'Itf~¢.t~9.n 9.( t~9.~§ 
cin~ 're¢a.n.q~·" '/ ,," '. ... ..... ,'.' . t. ,', 

Table 4 an~w$ t~~ n~ture 9~ chqrg~s faced by 
in'd iv:i:.d.u a 1 , defend.ants whQ"'W~~~ not 'repre-' 
sented by a solicitor aY'the time of their 
final co~rf appeaia~te~ pi~n'eh~es~, 
indec~i+t langu~ge, ; arid qi~q:t;'d~rly behaviour 1 

the minor' p.1~blic. order m?tt~:r;-i3 ~ . a/gain 
comprised just hnd~r 6n~thttd'of th~ 
cas~s in q~es~ion. " .. 

T.~b.le ~: shows the nCl"t:ur"~. o.f:- charges faced by 
defendants 'Who. were 'both in custody aritf:with:'" 
out legal repr~s.e.ni:ation at the 'time :;of; their-' 
court appearan~e. > (1~; 'of~he charges ('f: :,~, ~ ~ 
involved drUnkenness', :and an 'addi tiorial 10% 
in::rolve'd "ni~n1t;al' d:~fe's~Tv~s ~ at 1:arge"'-' t:lo; 
otner g~ouF o~ de(.endarits '"appears to have 
been di~pr;!qi?or:i:i.onCl'te.~y.' detair!e'd wftQ.out: 
legal representation. ' ':" ..• .. , ' .. ~ ,.,~ ~...; ... ~. 
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TABLE 3 

ADELAIDE MAGISTRATES' COURT 

1ST JANUARY - 30TH JUNE 1979 

PRINCIPAL CHARGES LAID AGAINST DEFENDANTS 
IN CUSTODY AT FINAL DISPOSITION 

Total Cases = 430 

TABLE 4 

ADELAIDE MAGISTRATES' COURT 

1ST JANUARY - 30TH JUNE 1979 

PRINCIPAL CHARGES LAIO AGAINST PERSONS WITHOUT 
LEGAL REPRESENTATION AT FINAL DISPOSITION 

8. 

Drunkenness 98 22 .. Assault Police/P,esist Arrest 
CaDUnan Assault 

18 -,' Total Cases 
Fraud/Forgery, False Pre-

tences, Embezzlement 35 ',1 

Break And Enter 35 ,,1 

Larceny 32 7,_ 

Offensive Behaviour/Indecent 
Language 27 .~ 

Mental Defective 23 ',' 
Possession of Drugs 19 -.-
Unlawful Use of Motor Vehicle 19 -,-
Wilful Damage/Arson 19 -,-

Escape Lawful Custody 

Breach of Recognizance 
Serious Assault 

Armed Robbery/Robbe.ry with Violence 

Murder/Attempted Murder 

Rape 

15 

10 
',' 
',l 

.11:,1 

1,_ 

1,-

I,' 

". 

Drunkenness 
Larceny From Shop 
Breach of Maintenance Order 
Disorderly Behaviour 
Possession of Drugs 
Indecent Language 

Other 53 12 ,3 Alcohol-Driving Offences 
Fraud 

TABLE 5 

ADELAIDE MAGISTRATES' COURT 

1ST JANUARY - 30TH JUNE 1979 

PRINCIPAL CHARGES LAID AGAINST DEFENDANTS IN CUSTODY AND 
WITHOUT LEGAL REPRESENTATION AT FINAL DIllPOSITION 

Drunkenness 

Mental Defective At Large 

Indecent Language 
Offensive Behaviour 

Unlawful Use of Motor Vehicle 
Fraud/Forgery/False Pretences 
Larceny 

Break And Enter 

95 .. 1•1 

23 10..1 , .. 
l •• ... ... 

10 .,. 
13 '.7 

Possession of Drugs 

Hinder, Assault Police 
Breach of Recognizance 
Common" Assault 

Arson/Wilful Damage 

Assault OccaSioning Bodily Harm 
Other 

Total Cases 

l,l 

',' 
.~ ... ... 
I.' 

22 '.' 

314 20. 9 

112 7.' 
101 ... 

98 ... 
69 -.. 
62 _,I 

45 l.' 
42 21 

228 

Res is t Arres t 
Peace Complaint 
Unlawful Gaming 

Assault Police 

A~sault Occasioning Bodily Harm 
Armed Robbery 

Rape 
Other 

38 1,' 

37 z.s 

30 ',0 

',-
',l 

',' 
',I 

537 35 •8 

1,500 
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Table 6 summarises the background characteris
tics of those individuals whose cases were 
disposed of during the six months under review. 
Breakdowns by specific offence appear in even 
numbered Tables 8-32. Although 81.1% cf all 
defendants were male, breakdowns by offence 
show some variation. 95% of persons facing a 
principal charge of break and enter and 92% of 
those charged with wilful damage and common 
assault were male. Females predominated in two 
offence categories: 71.4% of defendants charged 
with offences related to prostitution, and 54.3% 
of those charged with shop theft were female. 

The vast majority of defendant8 (93.6%) whose 
race was positively identified were Caucasian. 
Aborigines constituted approximately 5% of all 
distinct persons before the Cou~t (6% of those 
whose race was positively identified).2 It is 
worthy of note that charges laid against 
Aboriginal defendants tended to arise from 

The marital status of defendants was discern
ible for approximately 56% of distinct persons. 
Those who had never married outnumbered those 
who were married at the time by about 3 to 1. 
Approximately one in four defendants facing 
shop theft charges was married, whilst only 
4.7% of those charged with wilful damage were 
so identified. 

About 46% of all defendants were reported as 
having been born in South Australia, while 
another 20% were born either interstate or 
in an unspecified Australian location. Among 
the overseas born, no single nationality stood 
out as contributing a noticeably disproportionate 
percentage of defendants. As ~ables 12 and 22 
reveal, about one-third of defendants facing 
common assault and alcohol related driving 
charges were identified as having been born 
overseas. 

minor breaches of public decorum rather than Of those persons whose employment status was 
from serious criminal offences. 18.7% of all identified, 44% were employed, and 39% were 
drunkenness charges, 8.8% of charges involving unemployed at the time of their arrest or 
disorderly behaviour, and 10.5% of offensive summons. Defendants facing charges of break 
language charges involved Aboriginal defendants. and enter and sale of drugs had the highest 
By contrast, less than 1% of defendants charged rates of unemployment, whilst those facing 
with shop theft or brflak and enter were Aboriginal. charges relating to prostitution and drink/ 
A breakdown of chargesl laid against Aboriginal' driving had the lowest. 
defendants is shown in Table 7. The proportiQn 
of Oriental defendants before the Court was 
negligible. 

2The race of the defendant is obtained from tbe 
Ap'prehension Report; determination.:is made by 
the Officer completing the Report. Some 
aborigineS may ~lso be included with persons 
whose race has not been identified. 

"\. 

,. 
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10. 
TABLE 6 

ADELAIDE MAGISTRATES' COURT 

CASES DISPOSED OF 1ST ;JANUARY - 30TH ;JUNE 1979 

CHAP~CTERISTrGS OF PERSONS FACING CRIMINAL CHARGES 

Total Appearances = 3,207 Distinct Persons 2,365 

~ '"' SEX: RACE: 
Total Distinct Total Distinct 
Cases Persons Cases Persons 

Male 2,606 81·3 1,925 81.0 Caucasian 2,161 ""' 1,763 7 ".3 ., Female 509 15" 394 1~' Aboriginal 167 ... 115 ,~ 

Unknown ~ 2·' ---2i .. , Oriental 6 '" 5 ,. 
'fotal 

Other/Unknown -ill. 2. 7.2 ~ 20.6 

3,207 100..0 2,374 100.0 

--- -- Total 3,207 lQQ.,(l 2,374 1'0.'0..0 

-- --
MARITl\L STATUS: EMPLOYMENT STATUS: 

Total Distinct Total Distinct 
Cases Persons Cases Persons 

Never Married 1,116 '~1 878 37.0 Employed 913 28.5 594 2 '.2 

Married 353 11.' 298 12.& Unemployed 812 25.] (,00 25.' 

Permanently Pensioner 196 '.1 153 '"' Separated 83 .. , 69 '.' Student 46 1.' 39 1.' 

Divorced 42 1.' 37 1.' Home Duties 70 2.2 58 .. , 
Widowed 17 .. , 16 , .. O~her/Unknown L.llll. ,,~ -JU.ll. " .. 
De-Facto 43 1.' 30 1., 
Unknown ~ "8.1 !..LQiL '" Total 3 ,207 10D.O 2,374 100.0 

Total 3,207 100.0 2,374 100.0 

HIRTHPLACE: AGE: 
Total Distinct Total Distinct 
Cases Persons Cases Persons -

Australia 17-20 695 , 1-7 556 2. 6.5 

(Unspecified) 169 s.. 159 '" 21-25 696 21·7 554 26.3 

South Aus- 26-30 338 10.5 274 ,,. 
tralia 1,378 It 3.0 1,085 "5,7 31-35 232 10'7 194 ... 

Interstate 303 .~ 241 10.' 36-40 128 ,.0 106 '.1 

United Kingdom 268 .. , 224 ~, 41-45 122 " . 104 ,., 
Eire 16 .s 12 .. , 46-50 138 ,., 110 '.1 
Greece 36 1.1 34 1.' 51-55 92 ',' 17 , .. 
Italy 91 2.' 80 '.' 56-50 73 ... 56 ,., 
Germany 34 1.1 32 1.' 51+ 62 , .. 49 , .. 
i:ugoslavia 28 , .. 27 " Unknown 631 1 9.1 16 .~ 

Other 191 •• 147 .. , 
Unknown 673 ".0 332 ". Total 3,207 100.0 2,374 10000 

Total 3,207 100.0 2 ,374 IDO.O -- ---
-- --

NUMBER OF PREVIOUS rRIOR INSTIT-
ADULT CONVICTIONS UTIOliALIZl\TION 
(ANY OFFENCE I 

Distinct Distinct 
Persons Persons 

0 514 ~ 1~1 No 1,518 6.1.9 

1 or more 1,139 1t7.9 Yes 676 ' .. , 
Unknown ---ill. 30." Unknown --ill 7.6 

" Total 2,374 100,0 Total 2,374 100.0 

-- --
Note: Ebr a list of matters excluded f."Ott coverage, see 

Appendix. 



11. 

Drunkenness 

Loitering/Offences Against 

TABLE 7 

ADELAIDE MAGISTRATES' COURT 

1ST JANUARY - 30TH JUNE 1979 

SELECTED CHARGES DISPOSED OF 

ABORIGINAL DEFENDANTS* 

82 3 9..8 Assault Police 

8.3 
Driving under the 

Total Separate Charges Against 
Aboriginal Defendants = 206 

7 3.4 

Influence/.08 6 2,9 

Enforcement Order 17 vagrancy/Unlawfully on Premises 4 1,9 
7,3 Indecent Language 15 

Disorderly Behaviour 14 6,8 

Resist Arrest 1 1 5.3 

Unlawful Use of Motor Vehicle 10 4.9 

Fraud/Forgery/False Pretences 10 4.9 

*Charges listed in this Table were brought 
against those persons identified as 
Aboriginal on Apprehension Reports. 
Additional charges may have been brought 
against an unknown number of Aboriginal 
defendants who were not so identified. 

Larceny 4 1.9 

Breach of Recognizance 3 1.5 

Cornmon Assault 2 1,0 

Wilful Damage 2 1.0 

Other 19 9.1 

.. 



.. 

Well over half of all defendants were under 
25 years of age; persons aged 18 years were 
the most numerous, and there was a clear 
tendency for the relative proportion of 
persons appearing before the court to decline 
with each succeeding year of age. There was 
considerable variation in the ages of defend
ants facing different charges: persons facing 
charges of drunkenness and shop theft tended 
to be older, with their median3 ages at 40 
years and 37 years respectively. By contrast, 
half of those persons charged with break and 
enter and wilful damage were under 21. 

3Tables in this report use the terms ~~~~, 
median, and standard deviation to summarise 
the-ages of defendants;-and-fines or bail 
amounts imposed, when applicable. 

The term mean refers to the simple average, 
and is calculated by adding up all the values 
i.e. fines-and dividing by the number of 
fines imposed. 

The term median refers to the midpoint of a 
distribution7-when one refers to the median 
age of persons charged with wilful damage 
as 21 years, this implies that half of all 
wilful damage defendants are younger than 21 
and half are older • 

The term standard deviation refers to a 
mea sur e 0 'f-the-dIspersTC;;i'-o f a set 0 f 
values: its significance lies in its 
relationship to the mean. If the standard 

12. 

deviation is high relative to the mean 
age of defendants, this suggests that 
defendants are drawn from a wide range 
of age groups. If, on the other hand, 
the mean age of defendants facing a 
particular charge is 25 and the standard 
deviation is 4, one may infer that Very 
few defendants facing the charge in 
question were under 20 or over 30 years 
of age. 

For those interested in such matters, the 
standard deviation is calculated by; 

(1) subtracting the value of each case 
from the mean for all cases; 

(2) multiplying each of the resulting 
differences by itself (i.e. squaring 
them) ; 

(3) taking the mean of these squared values; 

(4) taking the square root of this mean. 

Standard deviation = E(X-X)2 

n 



13. 

Information on the previous criminal history 
of defendants f whilst incomp.lete, shows that 
a substantial majority of persons before the 
Court during the period under r:eview had a 
prior criminal record. 

No less than one in four defendants in each 
of the selected offence groups was identified 
as having a previous adult conviction. The 
true percentages are no doubt higher. The 
highest incidence of recidivism was obserVed 
amongst those charged with sale of drugs, 
wilful damage, break and en·ter; drunkenness 
and offensive language; ·the lowest amongst 
those charged with shop theft and possession 
of drugs. 

A significant proportion of defendants in each 
of the selected offence categories had actually 
served time in a juvenile or adult correctional 
institution. At least haif of all wilful 
damage and break and enter defendants had been 
previously in custody. By contrast, just under 
10% of defendants charged with shOp theft were 
identified as having experienced prior 
imprisonment. 

r 

l' 
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15. 

J',liEJ,I\IUE 11AGI S'J'f(A'l'ES I COUIt'l' 1 :3'1' JJ\NUAHY - 30'I'fI JUNB 1 ~79 ClIIIRI\C'l'ERlS'l'ICS OF PERSONSF'ACING CRIMINI\L CHARGES 

f'Clliillc 

Corporate Bolly 

Unknown 

N/IRI'l'I\L S'J'I\'I'US: 

Nuvur 14arr iell 

Married 

PerIolunen'tly' 
Sc'puratl'u 

[llvorced 

Widow~d 

De Facto 

1il.IlTlI PLI\CI,;: 

I\ustralia 
(linSpecjfied) 

Soulh Australia 

Interstate 

Other 

Unknown 

I,nmllr-:R Of' PREVIOUS ADULT 
':IlNV rCTIONS: 

o 

or morc 

Unknown 

SIMPLE LARCENY - SHOP THEFT 

(Criminal Law Consolidation Act, s.131) 

1265 ~,3 

o b 

1 0 ~.3 

4 1.7 

7· 3.0 

8 3.5 

3 1.3 

13 5,6 

95 ~ 0.9 

15 6.5 

20 e,6 

RACE: 

Caucasian 

Aboriginal 

Oriental 

Unknown 

EMPLOYMENT STATUS: 

AGE: 

Employed 

Unenlployed 

Pensioner 

Student 

lIome Duties 

Unknown 

Youngest 

Oldest 

Mean 

Median 

standard 
Deviation 

Distinct Persons 233 

193 83,2 

o,~ 

0,4 

37 16.0 

421 B.O 

331 ~.2 

22 9.~ 

10 4.3 

331·~.2 

92 3 9,9 

18 

75 

38 

37 

16 

PRIOI~ INS'l'ITUTIONALIZATION: 

NO 

61 26.3 
Yes 19 B,2 

Unknown 29 1 2,5 

.,." 
". 

.. 



TABLE 9 

ADELAIDE MAGISTRATES' COUR1' 1ST JANUARY - 30TH JUNE 1979 PRINCIPAL OFFENCE CHARGED 

LI::GAL REPRESEN1'ATION 
AT FINAL APPEARANCE: 

BAIL STA'rUS AT FINAL 
APPEARANCE: 

BAIL AMOUNT (WHEN 
REQUIRED) : 

NlIMBER OF ADDITIONAL 
CHARGES LAID: 

PLEA: 

SIMPLE LARCENY - SHDP THEFT 

(Criminal Law Consolidation Act, s,131) 

Total Cases 282 

Yes 

No 

Allowed At 
Large -
Bail Not 
Required 

On Recogniz-
ance 

Dn Cash Bail 

In Custody 

Unknown 

Minimum 

170 • 0.3 

112 3 9.7 

128' 5.' 
3 

1,1 

13 ' .. 
2 

0.7 

$20 

Maximum $1,570 

Mean $263 

MeG ian $200 

Standard 
Deviation $280 

0 277 9 B,2 

5 
I.B 

Guilty 254 90,0 

Not Guilty 14 
5,. 

NO Plea 14 
5.0 

OUTCOME: Convicted 

Not Convicted 
- Penalty 
- No Penalty 
D±ed 

Withdrawn 

Dismissed 

Committed For 
Trial 

PR.INCIPAL PENALTY 
IMPOSED - NO 
CONVICTION: Order 

Bond Without 
Supervision 

Bond With 
Supervision 

TOTAL PENALTIES 
IMPOSED - CONVICTION: NO Penalty 

Order 

Bond Without 
Supervision 

Bond With 
Supervision 

Fine 

Minimum 

Maximum 

Me.an 

Median 

Standard 
Deviation 

Imprisonment 
(Suspended) 

Imprisonment 
(Direct) 

0-1 month = 
1-2 months 
2-3 months 

201 71,3 

22 7.B 

29 103 

1 0,' 

0 

26 9.2 

3 
LO 

3 

16 

3 

15 

0 

12 

5 

158 

$32 

$428 

$78 

$69 

$45 

6 

14 

8 

5 

1 

16. 



17. 
TABLE 10 

ADELAIDE MAGISTRATES' COURT 1ST JANUARY - 30TH JUNE 1979 CHARACTERISTICS OF PERSONS FACING CRIMINAL CHARGES 

SEX: 

Male 195 91.1 

Female 15 7.0 

Corporate Body 0 0 

Unknown 4 1.9 

MARITAL STATUS: 

Never Married 109 50.9 

Married 25 11•7 

Perlllanently 
~Jcperated 4 1.9 

Divorced 4 1.9 

Widowed 0 0 

De Facto 3 1.~ 

Unknown 69 32.2 

BIRTH PLACE; 

Australia 
(Unspecified) 21 9,8 

South Australia 1 OJ}~ 6.7 

Interstate 23 10.8 

U.K; 21 9,8 

Other 37 17.3 

Unknown 12 5.6 

NUNBER OF PREVIOUS ADULT 
CONVICTIONS: 

0 15 7.0 

or more 13864.5 

Unknown .61 2 0.5 

PUBLIC DRUNKENNESS 

(Police Offences Act, s.9) 

RACE: 

Caucasian 

Aboriginal 

Oriental 

Unknown 

EMPLOYMENT STATUS: 

Employed 

Unemployed 

Pensioner 

Student 

Home Duties 

Unknown 

AGE: 

youngest 

Oldest 

Mean 

Median 

Standard 
Deviation 

Distinct Persons 214 

155 72.~ 

401 e.7 

0.5 

18 8.~ 

38 17.B 

64 29.9 

67 31.3 

0.5 

2 0.9 

42 19.6 

18 

76 

39 

40 

16 

PRIOR INSTITUTIONADIZATION: 

No 125 5a.4 

Yes 67 31.3 

Unknown 22 10.3 

.. 

.. 
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TABLE 11 

ADELAIDE MAGISTRATES' COURT 1ST JANUARY - 30TH JUNE 1979 PRINCIPAL OFFENCE CHARGED 

PUBLIC DRUNKENNESS 

(Police Offences Act, s.9) 

Total Cases = 329 

LEGAL REPRESENTATION OUTCOME: Convicted 30S·2.1 AT F1NAL APPEARANCE: Yes ~,6 15 
Not Convicted 

No 314' S,_ 
- Penalty 0,' 

BAIL STA'f'US AT FINAL - No Penalty 15 ~,6 

APPEARANCE: Allowed At 
Large - Withdrawn 3 0,' 

Bail Not 
Required 20S 6 2,' Dismissed S l,S 

On Recogni2- Committed For 
ance 16 ~,' Trial 0 0 

On Cash Bail 0 PRINCIPAL PENALTY 
IMPOSED - NO 

In Custody 98 2 ',B CONVICT:i:ON: Order 

Unknown 10 '.0 Bond Without 
Supervision 0 

BAIL AMOUNT (WHEN 
REQUIRED) : Bond With 

Minimum $20 Supervision 0 

Maximum $300 TOTAL PENALTIES 
IMPOSED - CONVICTION: No Penalty 6 

Mean $54 
Ol'der 0 

Median $2S 
Bond Without 

Standard Supervision 0 
Deviation $71 

Bond With 
NUMBER OF ADDITIONAL Supervision 0 
CHARGES LAID: 0 328 ~ ~.? 

Sentenced to 
1 0,' Rising 

Fine 297 

~Iinimum $S 

PLEA: Guilty 320 ",, Maximum $36 

Not Guilty 5 l,S Mean $12 

No Plea 4 1,2 Median $11 

Standard 
Deviation $4 

IlJItlr isonmeflt 
(Suspended) 0 

Imprisonment 
(Direcot) 

0-1 month 

18. 



19. TABLE 12 

ADELAIDE MAGISTRATES' COURT 1ST JANUARY - 30TH JUNE 1979 CHARACTERISTICS OF PERSONS FACING CRIMINAL CHARGES 

DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL 

SEX: 

Male 

Female 

Corporate Body 

Unknown 

MARITAL STATUS: 

Never Married 

Married 

Permanently 
Seperated 

Divorced 

Widowed 

De Facto 

Unknown 

BIRTH PLACE: 

Australia 
(Unspecil'.ied) 

South Australia 

Interstate 

U.K. 

Other 

Unknown 

NUMBER OF PREVIOUS ADULT 
CONVICTIONS: 

o 

or more 

Unknown 

EXCEED PRESCRIBED CONTENT OF ALCOHOL 

e e.e 
142 

8 

10 

o 

6 

2 

62 

9 

5.0 

6.2 

3.7 

0.6 

0.6 

3 e.7 

53.7 
86 

6.2 
10 

12.5 
20 

I e·7 
30 

9.~ 

15 

11.9 
19 

35.6 
57 

52.5 
84 

(Road Traffic Act, s.47) 

Distinct Persons 

RACE: 

Caucasian 

Aboriginal 

Oriental 

Unknown 

EMPLOYMENT STATUS: 

Employed 

Unemployed 

Pensioner 

Student 

Home Duties 

AGE: 

Unknown 

Youngest 

Oldest 

Mean 

Median 

Standard 
Deviation 

PRIOR INSTITUTIONALIZATION: 

NO 

Yes 

Unknown 

160 

136 

2 

21 

68 

27 

6 

2 

2 

55 

18 

65 

30 

26 

12 

e 5.0 

1·3 

0.6 

1 3.1 

~ 2.5 

16.9 

3·1 

1.2 

1.2 

3 ~.~ 

56·9 
91 

23·1 
37 

20.0 
32 

" 
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'rABLE 13 

ADELAIDE MAGISTRATES' COUR'r 1ST JANUARY - 30TH JUNE 1979 PRINCIPAL OFFENCE CHARGED 

DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL 
EXCEED PRESCRIBED CONTENT OF ALCOHOL 

(ROad Traffic Act, 5.47) 
Total Cases = 169 

L~GAL REPRESENTATION 
AT ~'INAI. APPEARANCE, Yes 

No 

BAIL STATUS AT FINAL 
APPEARANCE: Allowed At 

Large -
Bail Not 
Required 

BAIL AMOUNT (WHEN 
REQUIRED) : 

NU~IBER OF ADDITIONAL 

On Recogniz
ance 

On Cash Bail 

In Custody 

Unknbwn 

Minimum 

MaximuJIl 

Mean 

Median 

Standard 
Deviation 

CJjARG~S LAID: 0 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 

PLEA: Guilty 

BLOOD ALCOHOL LEVELS 
(WHEN APPLICABLE): 

Not Guilty 

NO .Plea 

.08-.15 '" 54 

.151-,20 = S8 

.201-.25 c 25 

.251-.35 = 10 

.351+ = 1 

24 " '% 

o 
8 ... , 

2 '., 

$150 

$1,000 

$405 

$393 

$165 

8 '.7 
53' ,., 
65 , .. , 
38 12., 

2 1.2 

3 ~. 

153 90.5 

2 1 .. 2 

14 8.] 

OUTCOME: 

PRINCIPAL PENALTY 
IMPOSED - NO 
CONVICTION: 

TOTAL PENALTIES 

Convicted 

Not Convicted 
- Penalty 
- No Penalty 
Died 
Withdrawn 

Dismissed 

Committed For 
Trial 

Order 

Bond Without 
Supt;lt'''!ision 

'!lor;d With 
'9!.!PL:1:"·,'tsion 

IMPOSED - CONVICTION: No Penalty 

Order 

Bond Without 
Supervision 

Bond With 
Supervision 

License SuspensiOn 

Fine 

Minimum 

Maximum 

Mean 

14edian 

Standard 
Deviation 

ImprisOnment 
(Suspended) 

lmprisonm<;lnt 
(Direct) 

0-1 month = 2 
1-2 months 11 
2-3 months 8 
3-4 month" 3 
5-6 months 1 

20. 

158 
g 30' 

0 
1 

0 •• 

0 
0 

3,0 
5 

~. 

3 

1,2 
2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

156 

127 

$57 

$632 

$359 

$356 

$94 

0 

31 



21,. 
'rABLE 14 

ADELAIDE MAGISTRATES 'COUR'r 1ST JANUARY - 30TH JUNE 1979 CHARACTERISTICS OF PERSONS FACING CRIMINAL CHARGES 

SEX: 

Male 

Female 

Corporate Body 

Unknown 

MARITAL STATUS: 

Never Married 

Married 

Permanently 
Seperated 

Divorced 

Widowed 

De Facto 

Unknown 

BIRTH PLACE: 

Australia 
(Unspecified) 

South Australia 

Interstate 

U.k. 

Other 

Unknown 

NUMBER OF PKEVIOUS ADULT 
CONVICTIONS: 

o 

or more 

Unknown 

o 
6 3.7 

4 2.5 

0.6 

o 

4 
2.5 

37.8 
60 

5.1 
9 

57.8 
92 

9.4 
15 

10.1 
16 
. 10.1 
16 

6.9 
11 

DISORDERLY BEHAVIOUR 

(Various Acts And Sections) 

Distinct Persons 159 

RACE: 
76.1 

Caucasi'an 121 
8.8 

Aboriginal 14 

Oriental 0 
15.1 

Unknown 24 

EMPLOYMENT STATUS: 
32.1 

Employed' 51 
27.7 

Unemployed 44 
3.7 

Pensioner 6 
3.2 

Student 5 
0.6 

Home Duties 
32.'1 

Unknown 52 

AGE: 

Youngest 18 

Oldest 6/i 

Mean 27 

Median 24 

Standard 
Deviation 10 

PRIOR INSTITUTIONALIZATION: 
5 ",1 

NO 86 
, 36.5 

Yes 58 
9.~ 

Unknown 15 

.. 

,'" 



22. 
TAI3LE 15 

ADELAIDE MAGISTRATES' COURT 1ST JANUARY - 30TH JUNE 1979 PRINCIPAL OFFENCE CHARGED 

DISORDERLY BEHAVIOUR 

(Various Acts And Sections) 

Total Cases = 138 



'j'lIBLE 16 

IIDELAIDE MAGIS'J;'RATES ~ COURT 1ST JANUARY - 30TH JUNE 1979 CHIIRACTERIST~CS QF )?ERSQNS fA,CING CRIMJ;NA~ CHA~qE,9 

qFFENSIVE LANGUAGE 

SEX: 

Male 

Female 

Corporate Body 

Unknown 

t1ARITA~ STATUS: 

Never Marr.i,ed 

Harr.j.ed 

PerHlapent!y 
Seperated 

D:j.von;:ed 

Wido~ed 

De Fiicto 

Unknown-

BIR'j'H PJ:,ACE: 

Australia 
i Un!', pec if ied ! 

Sout!] AustraJ-ia 

Interstate 

U.I<. 

Other 

un/mown 

NUNJ3ER OF PREVIOUS ADULT 
CONVICTIOI'lS: 

p 

or more 

Unknown 

(pqJ-ice qff,enr,:es Act, li~,7, 22) 
(South Australiim Rai1way~ CommissiqneF§ Act, s ,K) 

iCommqnwealth Po;;tal services Act l s.fi~) 

Distinct Per~ons 124 

101 ,~ 1.5 

16,1 
20 

o 0 

3 2.~ 

64 
5 1,~ 

9.7 
12 

4 
3,2 

Q 

0 

3 
z.~ 

33.1 
41 . 

~.2 
4 

57.2 
71 

~.9 
11 

1005 

1~ 
8.9 

11 
1 1.3 

14 

9 
6 ~.5 

80 
28.2 

35 

RACE: 

Abor~g:j,!1!'1J

qr~,enti'!l, 

EMPLO'fMEN'j' ST?\TUS: 

EIi\!?loye4 

U!leJ!lP!Cl¥~d 

Peljsiqljer 

stuqent 

flome !)lltie§ 

unkl}Q~n 

Oldest 

bleqia.!l 

Standard 
Deviiitiop 

PRIOR INSTITQTIONALIZA'j'ION: 

NO 

Yes 

Upknown 

72.6 
90 

10.5 
13 

o 
16.9 

21 

33 2 6,~ 

4~3 P 
7,3 

9 
0.8 

25,0 
31 " 

1i! 

~6 

?6 

22 

9 

66
53

•
2 

35.5 
44 

1 1.3 
14 
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TABLE 17 

ADELAIDE MAGISTRATES' COURT 1ST JANUARY - 30TH JUNE 1979 PRINCIPAL OFFENCE CHARGED 

OFFENSIVE LANGUAGE 

LEGAL REPRESENTATION 
AT FINAL APPEARANCE: 

BAIL STATUS AT FINAL 
APPEARANCE: 

BAIL AMOUNT (WHEN 
RI::QUIRED) : 

NUMBER OF ADDITIONAL 

(Po'lice Offences Act, ss.7, 22) 
(South Australian Railways Commissioners Act, s.K) 

(Commonwealth Postal Services Act, s.63) 

Yes 

No 

Allowed At 
Large -
Bail Not 
Required 

On Recogniz-
ance 

On Cash Bail 

In Custody 

Unknown 

Minimum 

Maximum 

Mean 

Median 

Standard 
Deviation 

3 s.e 
39 

~ 3.2 
67 

5 I.' 
55 

33,0 
35 

o 
16 

o 

$50 

$500 

$224 

$200 

$118 

15,1 

70.B 

Total Cases = 106 

OUTCOME: 

PRINCIPAL PENALTY 
IMPOSED - NO 
CONVICTION: 

TOTAL PENALTIES 

Convicted 

Not Convicted 
- Penalty 
- No Penalty 
Died 
Withdrawn 

Dismissed 

Committed For 
Trial 

Order 

Bond Without 
Supervision 

Bond With 
Supervision 

IMPOSED - CONVICTION: NO Penalty 

Order 

Bond Without 
Supervision 

Bond With 
Supervision 

CHARGES LAID: 0 75 

2 

PLEA: Guilty 

Not Guilty 

NO Plea 

28.3 
30 

0.' 

90.6 
96 

0.' 
8.5 

9 

Fine 

Minimum 

Maximum 

Mean 

Hedian 

Standard 
Deviation 

Imprisonment 
(Suspended) 

Imprisonment 
(Direct) 

0-1 month = 5 

,... .... 

93' 7.7 

$18 

$223 

$54 

$48 

$29 

0.' 
5 _.7 

o 
7 -.-

o 

o 0 

o 

o 

9 

o 

2 

75 

5 

24. 



'rABLE} ill 

ADELAIOE f~AGtSTMTES" COURT 1 ST JANUARY "" 30TH Jt1N~ 1979 CHARACTE!lHSTICS OF PERsoNs FAcING CRUiINAL CHARGE!S 

BREAK I\NlJ ENTER 

Distinct Pefsons 116 

SEX: RACE: 

Ma1E! 1119'5.7 Caucasiafi 1 069 1.~ 

Folnale 2 1.7 Aooriginal 0.9 

Corporate Body 0 0 Orientai 0 
Unknown 3 2.6 UriknoWil 9 

7.7 

NilRI'l'AL STATUs: EMPLOYMENT STATUS: 

NellieI' Married 635 ~.! ErnpltJyed 332M 

Married 1 6.0 unemployed 47~ 0.5 

f!err.tarHihtiy pensioner 2 1.7 
SEl[Jenited 2 i.7 

student 0 Divorced 3 2.6 
Horne buties 0 Widowed 0 
Unknown 34 29•3 

De. Facto 5 4.$ 

Unknown 36 3 1.0 

BiRTH PLACE! AGE: 

Australia youngest 18 
(Unsp~cifiedl 10 0.6 

Oldest 51 
south Australia 6253.4 

14 12.1 Mean 23 
Interstate 

121M Median 21 
U.K. 

1412.1 Standard 
Other Deviation 6 

unknown 4 3.4 

NtJ~IBER OF PREVIOUS ADULT PRIOR INSTITUTIONALIZATION: 
CONVICTIONS: 

No 45 38•8 

0 5 '.3 
Yes 5 7~ 9.1 

or more 756 ~.7 
Unknown 1412.1 

Unknolom. 36 31.0 

" 

., 



TABLE 19 26. 
ADELAIDE MAGISTRATES' COURT 1ST JANUARY - 30TH JUNE 1979 PRINCIPAL OFFENCE CHARGED 

BREAK AND ENTER 

(Criminal Law Consolidation Act, 55.167-171) 

Total Cases = 153 

;; LEGAl, REPRESENTATION OUTCOME: Convicted 0:1 
AT F'INAL APPEARANCE: Yes 116 75 .• 

Not Convicted 
No 37,,·2 .=- Penalty 1 

0.7 

BAIL STATUS AT FINAL - No Penalty 0 
APPEARANCE: Allowed At Died 1 0:1 f' Large - Withdrawn 3 2.0 

Bail Not 
Required 5 3.3 Dismissed 191 2.~ 

On Recogniz- Committed For Trial 127·3.0 
ance 105· ... 

Unfit To Plead 0.7 1 
On Cash Bail 8 ,,2 PRINCIPAL PENALTY 

In Custody 35
2

'" 

IMPOSED - NO 
CONVICTION: Order 0 

Unknown 0 Bond Without 

BAIL AMOUNT (WHEN 
Supervision 0 

REQUIRED) : Bond With Minimum $50 Supervision 

Maximum $4,000 TOTAL PENALTIES 
IMPOSED - CONVICTION: No Penalty 0 Mean $1,012 

Order 0 Median $980 
Bond Without Standard Supervision 0 Deviation $586 
Bond With NUMBER OF ADDITIONAL Supervision CHARGES LAID: 0 136· •. ' 

13 •. 5 

Fine 0 2 4 2 .• 

Minimum 

PLEA: Guilty 33 2 1.. Maximum 

Not Guilty 0 0 Mean 

NO Plea 120 7 ••• Median 

• Standard 
Deviation 

Imprisonment 
(Suspended) 0 

Imprisonment 
(Direct) 0 



TABLE to' 

i AOELAT,OE MAG'.I:sTR1VrES" COURT 1S!l' JANUARY - 30TH JUNE 1.919' CHARACTER'ISTICS' OF PERSO'NS' F.ACING CRIMINA'L CHARGES 

FRAUD 

O'1st:±nc~ Fersons' 98, 
Cdrporate Bodies 3 

SEX: RACE: 

M"a'le Ih8o•i Cauc'asian 6,6 67,3 

Ferna·Le' 1'11 G'.s' Aoor ig,inal 6 6.1-

Corporate Body 3 3.0' Orien-tal 0 0 

Unknown' 0 0 Unknown 26 26 ,5 

MARITAL S'TATUS: EMPLOYMENT STATUS: 

Married 
17;3 

Employed 2222.4 Never 17 

Married' 
l' ~.a, 

Unemployed 34 H ,7 15 

Per'i,ian'eir't!y Pensioner 2 2,0 
Sep'er'atea 6 6'.1 

Student 2 2.0 
DivOrced 3 3.1 

Home Duties 1.0 

Widowed 0 0 

Unknown 37 37•8 

De Facto' 1.11 

Unknown 56 57•2 

BIR'i'H PLACE: AGE: 

Australia Youngest 17 
(Unspecified) 9 9.2 

Oldest 58 
soutYi AUstraiia 40 40•1i 

Mean 29 
Interstate 13 13,3 

Median 25 
U.K. 8 8.1 

Standard 
other 10 10•2 Deviation 10 

Unknown 18 11\.4 

NUMBER OF PREVIOUS ADULT PRIOR INSTITUTIONALIZATION: 
'CONVICTIONS: 

No 76 7 5,3 
0 48 47•5 

Yes 252 "'7 
or more 48 47•5 

Unknown' 0 0 

Unknown 5 5.0 



, 

! 
I 
; 

'I'ABLE 21 

ADELAIDE MAG!STRATES' COURT 1ST JANUARY ~ 30TH JUNE 1979 PRINCIPAL OFFENCE CHARGED 

J.I::GAI. REPRESENTATION 
{,1' !"lNAL APPF.ARANCE: Yes 

No 

BAIL STATUS AT FINAL 
APPEARANCE: Allowed /'.t. 

BAIL AMOUNT {WHEN 
1lt::~)UInLuJ : 

NUMBER OF ADDITIONAL 

Large -
Bail Not 
Required 

On Recogniz
ance 

On Cash Bail 

In Custody 

Unknown 

Minimum 

Mtlximum 

Mean 

Median 

Standard 
Deviation 

CllARGF.S LMD: ° 

PLEA: Guilty 

Not Guilty 

No Plea 

Guilty (4A) 

FRAUD 

(Various Acts And Sections) 

50"" 

56 ... 1 

3,5 
4 

3.S 
4 

o 

$20 

$4,000 

$701 

$498 

$727 

111 
97." 

2 1.6 

0.' 

88 77,2 

3 2,. 

, ... 
22 

1 0.' 

Total Cases 114 

OUTCOME: 

PRINCIPAL PENALTY 
IMPOSED - NO 
CONVIC'rION: 

TOTAL PENALTIES 

Convicted 

Not Convicted 
- Penalty 
- NO Penalty 
Died 
Withdrawn 

Dismissed 

Committed For 
Trial 

Order 

Bond Without 
Supervision 

Ilond With 
Supervision 

IMPOSED - CONVICTION: No Penalty 

Order 

Bond Without 
Supervision 

Bond With 
Supervis iQn 

Fine 

Minimum 

Maltimum 

Mean 

Median 

Standard 
Deviation 

Imprisonment 
(Suspended) 

Imprisonment 
(Direct) 

0-1 month = 

1-2 months 

2-3 months 

3-4 months 

1 

2 

3 

28. 

90 78 •• 

C 
4 3.S 

0,' 

11 -,' 
6 5.' 

2 I,B 

0 

0 

0 

6 

2 

2 

71 

$13 

$964 

$208 

$164 

$168 

7 



TABLE ·22 

IIDEW\IDE'MAGI'STRATf::'S' COURT 1"ST JANUAny - 30TH JUNE 1'979 CHARACTERIS'TICS 'o'F 'i>ERSciNS !PAC"iN'G dRIM"INALCHARGES 

C0MMClN AS's-AULT 

(CrimInal Law ·Consolida·tion 'Act, s'1;..39, ~~ ,4:>', 4'6, :2'6'4',272) 

Male 

Female 

Corporate :Body 

'U'nknciwn 

Never 'Marrli:ed 

Per·rilanl!nt ly 
Sepera'ted 

'0 ivort:e'd 

Widowed 

Uriknb'wh 

Austraiia 
~tinspecil: lea) 

South Aush-aha 

Interstate 

Ot.her 

unknown 

NUMBER OF pnEVIOUS ADULT 
CONVIcTIONS: 

o 

or mOre 

Unknowri 

.' 

'0 

'~.5 

32'6 
,2'9 • 

• '13;5 
H! 

b 

;2 
2;2 

'0 
'0 

~ 
·~.5 

. ,'47.2 
42 

7 
.,'41.6 

37 
, 7;11 
7 

13 i \~6 
. 2 '0.1 

18 
7.~ 

7 

Ii 9.0 

, 62.9 
56 

28.1 
25 

Dis'thi.ct Per'sons 89 

RAcin 

Abor 'l:gin M, 

orl.ental 

'Unkrio~h 

'EMPLOYMEN'T'S'TATUS': 

'Emplciye-d 

Url'etnpl'6ye'd 

A't::E': 

PRIOR 

Iiom'e 'Diities 

uhkhbWil 

Y'ouffgest 

i::lldest. 

Mean 
f.teatan 
Staridlirii 
Deviation 

INSTITU'ridNALIZATION: 

Nb 
Y~s 

Uhkhown 

, 7 e.7 
70 

,2 

'0 

'2.2 

25'e 
23 . 

•.. 20.2 ra 

'0 
'0 

'41~ '6.1 

is 
'6"8 

3i 

28 

11 

49 
55.1 

38.2 
34 

'6,7 

6 

" 

., 



.. 

TABLE 23 

ADBLIlIDE MAGISTRATES' COURT 1ST JANUARY - 30TII JUNE 1979 PRINCIPAL OFFENCE CIIARGED 

COMMON ASSAULT 

LEGAL REPRESENTATION 
1\1' FINAL APPEARANCE: 

BAIL STATUS AT FINAL 
APPEARANCE: 

BAIL AMOUNT (WilEN 
REQUIRED) : 

NUMBER OF ADDITIONAL 
CIIARGES LAID: 

PLEA: 

(Criminal Law Consolidation Act, ss.39, 41, 43, 46, 264, 272) 

Total Cases = 103 

Yes 82 79
•6 OUTCOME: Convicted 

No 21' a.~ Hot Convicted 
- Penalty 

Allowed At 
- No Penalty 

Ilied 
Large -
Bail Not 
Required 

Withdrawn 
10 '.7 

Dismissed 
On Recogniz-
ance 76 73 •• Committed For 

Trial 
On Cash Bail 2 '.' PRINCIPAL PENALTY 

In Custody 15' ... • 
IMPOSED - 'NO 
CONVICTION: Order 

Unknown 0 • 
Bond Without 
Supervision 

Minimum BOnd With $100 S\1pervision 
Maximum $1,600 T01'AL PENALTIES 
Mean $535 IMPOSED - CONVICTION: NO Penalty 

Median $485 Order 

Standard 
Deviation 

Bond Without 
$326 Supervision 

Bond With 
0 100' 7.1 Supervision 

2 '.' 
5 ' .. Fine 

Minimum 

Guilty 78 75•7 
Maximum 

Not Guilty 6 5 •• Mean 

No Plea 19'M Median 

Standard 
Deviation 

Imprisonment 
(Suspended) 

Imprisonment 
(Direct) 

0-1 month = 2 
1-2 months 
2-3 months 
3-4 months 

2 
4 

30. 

71· •• ' 

5 .. 
4 39 

o • 3 ... 

13 ' ... 

7 ••• 

0 

4 

0 

3 

6 

40 

$43 

$586 

$117 

$103 

$90 

12 

9 



31,. 

TABLE 24 

.ADELAIDE :MAGISTRATES' ,COURT lST JANUARY - 30TH JUNE 1979 CHARACTERISTICS OF 'pERSONS FACING CRIMtNAL :CHARGES 

SEX: 

,Male 

Female 

Corporate Body 

Unknown 

NARITAL STATUS~ 

.Never Married 

Married 

'Permanentiy 
:S epera ted 

Divor.ced 

,Widowed 

De Facto 

'Unknown 

BIRTHPL:/\CE~ 

Australia 
(Unspeci,fied) 

'South Australia 

Interstate 

U.K. 

Other 

Unknown 

NUNBER OF PREVIOUS ADULT 
CONVICTIONS: 

o 

or more 

Unknown 

'92,.2 
59 

1,6 

'0 

0 
6.2 

4 

42.2 
27 

4;7 
3 

'3.1 
2 

1.6 

0 
1;6 

1 
'4~8 

30 

7.0 
5 

53.1 
34 

14.0 
9 

6 

4 

6 

1"'1 
9 

G 5,6 
42 

20.3 
30 

,WIllFUL DAMAGE 

(Police Offences Act~ s.43) 

'RACE: 

Caucasian 

'Aboriginal 

Oriental. 

Unknown 

EMPLOYMENT STATUS: 

i\GE: 

'Employed 

·Unemployed 

'Pensioner 

:Student 

HOme Duties 

'Uriknown 

'Youngest 

'Oldest 

Mean 

Median 

Standard 
Deviation 

D:i:stinct 'PersonS = ;6'4 

71;.6 
'49 

3,1 

2 

0 
20.3 

13 

'2'6.5 
17 

21,9 
14 

4.7 
3 

1.6 

'0 
0 

45.3 
29 

21 

9 

PRIOR INSTITUTIONALIZATION: 

No 

Yes 

Unknown 

43.7 
28 

48,5 
31 

7.8 
5 



1'ABLE 25 

ADELAIDE MAGISTRATCS' COUR'r 1 ST JANUARY - 30TH JUNE 1979 PRINCIPAL OFFENCE CHARGED 

WILFUL DAMAGE 

(Police Offences Act, s.43) 

Total Cases = 71 

.. 
1,1':l:AL HIll'RESEN1'ATION 

48" 7." OUTCOME: Convicted 
Nr PINAL APPEARANCE: 'ies 

23 32
.4 

Not Convicted 
No - Penalty 

BAIl, STA'rUS AT FINAL 
- No Penalty 

APPEARANCE: Allowed At Died 
Large - Withdrawn 
Bail Not 

30".3 Required Dismissed 

On Recogniz- 27 3 ••• Committed For 
ance Trial 

On Cash Bail 1 
I.~ 

PRINCIPAL PENALTY 

13 ".3 IMPOSED - NO 
In Custody CONVIC'UON: Order 

.!Inknown 0 Bond Without 
Supervision 

BAIL AMOUNT (WHEN 
HEQUIRED) : BOnd With 

~1inimum $50 Supervision 

Maximum $600 TOTAL PENALTIES 
IMPOSED - CONVICTION: No Penalty 

Mean $327 
Order 

Median $350 
Bond Without 

Standard Supervision 
Deviation $144 

Bond With 
NUMBER OF ADDITIONAL 60"·5 Supervision 
CI!AI!G~:S LAID: 0 

10 
H.I 

... Fine 
2 

Minimum 

PLEA: Guilty 60'~·5 Maximum 

3 
',2 Mean Not Guilty 

No Plea 8"·3 Median .. 
St~~<tard 
DevJ.ation 

Imprisonment 
(Suspended) 

Impr.isonment 
(Direct) 

0-1 month = 9 
1-2 months = 4 

588 '.7 

$20 

$150 

$61 

$57 

$26 

3 
2 

0 
6 

2 

0 

0 

2 

3 

20 

o 

40 

~.2 

2.' 

0.5 

2 •• 

32. 



33. 

ADELAIDE NAGISTTlATEs' COURT 1ST JlINUARY - 30TH JUNE 1979 CHARACTERISTICS OF PERSONS FACING CRIMINAL CHARGES 

POSSESSION OF DRUGS 

SEX: 

Male 

Female 

Corporate Body 

Unknown 

NARITAL STATUS: 

Never Married 

Murried 

Permanentl}' 
Seperated 

Divorced 

Widowed 

De Facto 

Unknown 

rUHTH PLACE: 

Australia 
(Unspecified) 

South Australia 

Interstate 

U.K. 

Other 

Unknown 

NUMOER OF PREVIOUS ADULT 
L'UNVICTlONS: 

o 
or mote 

Unknown 

(NarcotiCS ,ArId Psychotropic Drugs Act, $.5.1) 

82.6 
166 

I 5.~ 
31 

o 

114 
5'6.'6 

8.5 
17 

1;0 
~ 

15 
3 

0 
2.5 

5 

6tl 
2.;9 

•• 0 
'16 

~9.8 
100 

10.9 
22 

l2,s 
26 

12.0 
24 

RACE: 

Caucasian 

Aboriginal 

Oi:lehtal 

Unknown 

EMPLOYMENT STATUS: 

Employed 

Unemployed 

Pensioner 

Student 

Home Duties 

Unknown 

AGE: 

Younges't 

Oldest 

Meah 

Median 

Standard 
DeViation 

Distinct: Persons 201 

85.5 
172 

0 
P.5 

I ~.O 
28 

z g.~ 
59 

l ~.l 
69 

2.0 
4 

~.o 

8 
3.0 

6 
27<i'.t 

55 

18 

65 

23 

22 

6 

PRIOR INSTITUTIONALIZATION: 

11.4 
23 

3 't.B 
70 

. 53.8 
108 

No 

Yes 

Unknown 

6 j~l 
135 

26.' 
54 

12 
6,0 

'. 

., 

.. 



TABLE 27 
34. 

ADELAIDE MAGISTRATES' COURT 1ST JANUARY - 30TH JUNE 1979 PRINCIPAL OFFENCE CHARGED 

POSSESSION OF DRUGS 

(Narcotics And Psychotropic Drugs Act, s.5.1) 

Total Cases 169 

., 
Llml,!. f{EPRESENTA'l'lON OUTCOME: Convicted 14595

,9 

11'1' ~'lN"L APPEARANCE: Yes 1 0 0 5 9,2 

:. 0,9 Not Convicted 
No 69 - Penalty 6 3.6 

- No Penalty 6 3.6 

BAIL STATUS AT FINi\L Died 0 0 
APPEARANCE: Allowed At 

Large - Withdrawn 
Bail Not ~D 
Requirr~d 26' 5'" Dismissed 7 

On Recogniz- COmmitt~d For 3.0 
ance 124 73.~ Trial 5 

On Cash Bail 0 0 PRINCIPAL PENALTY 
IMPOSED - NO 

In Custody 19' 1.2 CONVICTION: Order 2 

Unknown 0 0 Bonn Without 
Supervision 4 

BAIL AMOUNT (WHEN 
REQUIRE:D) : Bond With 

MInimum $100 Superv~sion 0 

Maximum $1,500 TOTAL PENALTIES 
IMPOSED - CONVICTION: No Penalty 3 

Mean $447 
Order 57 

Median $407 
Bond Without 

Standard Supervision 5 
Deviation $208 

Bond With 
NUl-mER OF ADDLTIONAL 72';;' Supervision 4 
CHIIRGES LAID: 0 122 

40 23
•
7 

~.1 Fine 130 
2 7 

Minimum $33 

PLEA: Guilty 152 99,9 Maximum $606 

Not Guilty 3 1.9 Mean $155 

.. 9,3 Median $108 NO Plea 14 

Standard 
Deviation $115 

~ SUBSTANCES CONCERNED: Morphine Type 17' 0.1 Imprisonment 
Barbiturate 2 I';;' (Suspended) 5 
Cannabis 14495

•
2 

Cannabis And Morphine 3 1,9 Imprisonment 
Cannabis And Barbiturate 3 L9 (Direct) 4 

0-1 month = 
2-3 mOnths 2 
8-9 months = 1 



TABLE 28 

ADELAIDE MAGIS'rRATES I tOURT 1ST JANUARY - 30TH JUNE 1979 CHARACTERISTICS OF PERSONS FACING CRIMINAL CHARGES 

SALE OF DRUGS/POSSESSION OF DRUGS FOR SALE 

SEX: 

Male 

Female 

Corporate Body 

Unknown 

MARITAL sTATUs: 

Never ~iarr ied 

Married 

pernlaneri l:1y 
Seperated 

Divorced 

widowed 

De Facto 

Unknown 

BiRTH pLAcE: 

Australia 
(Unspecified) 

South Australia 

Interstate 

U.K. 

ottier 

Unknown 

NUMBER OF PREVIOUS ADULT 
CONVICTIONs: 

a 

or more 

Unknown 

(Narcotics And Psychotropic Drugs Act, 6.5) 

Distinct Persons 17 

a 

a 

a 

a 

o 
a 

8~7.1 

1 1~8 
2 
.47,1 
8 

5.9 

23,6 
4 

5.9 

9~.1 

16 

o 

RACE: 

Caucasian 

Aboriginal 

oriental 

Unknown 

EMPLOY MEl NT STATUS: 

AGE: 

Employed 

Unemployed 

pensioner 

Student 

Hbine DUties 

unknown 

Youngest 

Oldest 

Mean 

Median 

Standard 
Deviation 

PRIOR INSTITUTIONALIZATION: 

No 

Yes 

Uilknown 

9 ~.I 
16 

6 

a 
5.9 

0 
0 

8 ~ 7.1 

(j 

a 
Sj9 

8 ~ 7.i 

18 

34 

25 

26 

4 

127 0.6 

5 2 9.~ 

a 



• 

TABLE 29 

ADELAIDE MAGISTRATES' COURT 1ST JANUARY - 30TH JUNE 1979 PRINCIPAL OFFENCE CHARGED 

SALE OF DRUGS/POSSESSION OF DRUGS FOR SALE 

(Narcotics And Psychotropic Drugs Act, 5.5) 

LEGAL REPRESENTATION 
AT I-'INAL APPEARANCE: Yes 16 9 ~.I 

1 5.9 

BAIL STATUS AT FINAL 
APPEARANCE: 

BAIL AMOUNT (WHEN 
REQUIRED) : 

NUMBER OF ADDITIONAL 

No 

Allowed At 
Large -
Bail Not 
Required 

On Recogniz-
ance 

On Cash Bail 

In CustOdy 

Unknown 

Minimum 

Maximum 

Mean 

Median 

Standard 
Deviation 

o 

1270.6 

3 17•6 

211.6 

o 0 

$350 

$6,000 

$1,617 

$1,400 

$1,360 

CIlARGBS LAID: 0 5.9 

1 ~ 1.2 
72M 
5 11•6 

2 5.9 

1 5.9 
1 

PLEA: 

SUBSTANCES CONCERNED: 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 

Guilty o 

Not Guilty o 

No Plea 

Cannabis 
Morphine 
Cannabis 
Cannabis 

1i'DQ.O 

Type 
And Morphine 
And Hallucinogens 

Total Cases 17 

OUTCOME: 

PRINCIPAL PENALTY 
IMPOSED - NO 
CONVICTION: 

TOTAL PENALTIES 

Convicted 

Not Convicted 
- Penalty 
- No Penalty 
Died 
Withdrawn 

Dismissed 

Committed For 
Trial 

Order 

Bond Without 
Supervision 

Bond With 
Supervision 

IMPOSED - CONVICTION: No Penalty 

Order 

BOnd Without 
Supervision 

Bond With 
Supervision 

Fine 

Minimum 

Maximum 

Mean 

Median 

Standard 
Deviation 

Imprisonment 
(Suspended) 

Imprisonment 
(Direct) 

36. 

0 

0 
0 
0 
1 5.9 

31 70S 

13 76•5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

o 

o 



'fABLE 3,0, 

ADELAIQE lotAGIS,TRATES' COURT 1ST· JA,NUARY - 30TH JUNE, t!l79 CHARAC;:TEI;tI$.TI<;:S, OF, PERSONS Fl\m;tlG CRIM.INAI:! CHA~G,ES, 

SEX:. 

~tale 

Female 

Corporate Body 

Unknown 

M(\RITAL. STATUS: 

Never Ma~ried 

~erItlan.en tl:i 
Seperate\'l 

Divorped 

Widowed 

De facto 

U\1kl1o~n 

131 R~'fl PLflCr,: 

Australia 
(Uns{lecir.ted) 

South Austral!" 

Intersl'ate 

U,K. 

Other 

unknown 

l'\UNBER OF I,'REVIOUS ADULT 
cONyrcTIOl'\S: 

Q 

or l!1ore 

Unknown 

CU!!l(JiV{I.,TJ;: CAN,Nl\BI$ 

(Narcoi;i,cs And. Pl?ychoi;ropi9 D,ru,g~. ll,ct,. s'.S') 

87.2 
34 . 

10.3 
4 

Q 
2.6 

1.4 
35.9, 

2 V.S 
~ .. 

o 

~ 10,2 

1 Ii ~ l<o 

6' s.~ 

6q·~ 

4 10•3 

3 7.1 

RACE:. 

Cau,C.;tsian 

A9c>Ji i9),n,a~ 

O-l:iCi!l1,t<;\ 1 

u,n~no.~n 

EMPLQYl'1ENT l?T?!.Tt!S; 

E\Ilp.l,o~ed, 

U\1e\1lP.l9.~~d 

Pen!?:i.O.ner 

Stl,ldent 

"9\1\e P.~ties. 

Up!m9~!l 

~9unges.t 

Oldest 

Stapqqrd 
Deviation 

Dis.til.lct p.erson.s. = 39 

3.2 82
•
1 

o 

9 23,1 

9, 2 3.~ 

2.6 

2 5·1 

4 10,3 

14 35,9 

18 

Q5 

26 

24 

10 

.PRIOR INSTITUTIONALIZA'rION ~ 

o .0 

2!371.8 

11 2 8.2 

Np 

Yes 

Unknown 

256 ~.1 

12 
30.8 

2 
5.1 

.. 

.!: 



• 

• 

TABLE 31 

ADELAIDB MAGISTRATES' COURT 1ST JANUARY - 30TH JUNE 1979 PRINCIPAL OFFENCE CHARGED 

CULTIVATE CANNABIS 

(Narcotics And Psychotropic Drugs Act, s.5) 

LE:GAL HEPHESENTA'I'ION 
A'I' f'INAL APPEAHANCE: Yes 

No 

BAIL STATUS AT FINAL 
APPEAHANCE: Allowed At 

Large -
Bail Not 
Required 

UTllL Ml0UNT (WHEN 
I<EllUIRl:!U) : 

NUMBER OF ADD'ITIONAL 

On Recogniz
ance 

On Cash Bail 

In Custody 

Unknown 

Minimum 

Maximum 

Mean 

Median 

Standard 
Deviation 

CHARGES LAID: 0 

PLEA: 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 

Guilty 

Not Guilty 

No Plea 

2 '+.7 

o 
o 

$200 

$6,000 

$1,039 

$981 

$865 

4 

39 

0 

9,3 

90.7 

Total Cases 43 

OUTCOME: 

PRINCIPAl, PENALTY 
IMPOSED - NO 
CONVICTION: 

TOTAL PENAT/rIES 

ConVicted 

Not Convicted 
- Penalty 
- NO, Penalty 
Died 
Withdrawn 

Dismissed 

Committed For 
Trial 

Order 

Bond Without 
Supervision 

Bond With 
Supervision 

IMPOSED - CONVICTION: No Penalty 

Order 

Bond Without 
Supervision 

Bond With 
Supervision 

Fine 

Minimum 

Maximum 

Mean 

Median 

Standard 
Deviation 

Imprisonment 
(Suspended) 

Imprisonment 
(Direct) 

o D 

o 
o 
o 
o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

38. 

" 



39. 

TABLE 32 

ADELAIDE MAGISTRATES' COURT 1ST JANUARY - 30TH JUNE 1979 CHARACTERISTICS OF PERSONS FACING CRIMINAL CHARGES 

SEX: 

Hale 13 

Female 35 

Corporate Body 0 

Unknown 

MARITAL STATUS: 

Never Married 25 

Married 8 

Pp.rrllanently 
Scperateu 0 

Divorced 2 

Widowed 0 

De Facto 

Unkno~m 13 

BIRTH PLACE: 

Australia 
( Unspecified) 7 

South Australia 20 

Interstate 12 

U,K. 4 

Other 4 

Unknown 2 

NUHBER OF PREVIOUS ADULT 
CONVICTIONS: 

0 9 

or more 20 

Unknown 20 

OFFENCES RELATING TO PROSTITUTION 

(Police Offences Act, ss.25-29) 

Distinct Persons 4~ 

26,5 

71.4 

0 

2.0 

51.0 

16,4 

4.1 

2.0 

26.5 

14.2 

40.& 

24.5 

B..2 

8,2 

4.1 

18.4 

~ 0.8 

It 0.8 

RACE: 

Caucasian 

Aboriginal 

Oriental. 

UnknCl!!ln 

EMPLOYMENT STATUS: 

AGE: 

Employed 

Unemployed 

Pensioner 

Student 

Home Duties 

Unknown 

youngest 

Oldest 

Mean 

Median 

standard 
Deviation 

PRIOR INSTIT.UTIONALIZATION: 

No 

Yes 

Unknown 

44 

0 

0 

5 

32 

5 

0 

0 

11 

18 

52 

25 

23 

7 

69,6 

10,2 

65.3 

10.2 

2.0 

22.5 

7 s..s 
37 

16,3 
8 

4 



., 

TABLE 33 

ADELAIDE MAGIS'rRATES I COURT 1ST JANUARY - 30TH JUNE 1979 PRINCIPAL OFFENCE CHARGED 

OFFENCES RELATING TO PROSTITUTION 

Lr;GAr. REPRI::SENTA'l'ION 
A'l' FINAL APPEARANCE: 

BAIL STATUS AT FINAL 
APPEAHANCE: 

BAIL AMOUNT (WilEN 
REQUIHED) : 

NlJHnEH OF ADDITIONAL 

Yes 

NO 

Allowed At 
Large -
Bail Not 
Hequired 

On Recogniz-
ance 

On Cash Bail 

In Custody 

Unknown 

Minimum 

Maximum 

Mean 

Median 

Standard 
Deviation 

CHARGES LAID: 0 

PLEA: Guilty 

Not Guilty 

NO Plea 

(Police Offences Act, ss.25-29) 

33 
5 e.9 

23 ~ ~I 

17.9 
10 

42 15
•
0 

I.B 

3 

o 

$100 

$1,200 

$355 

$300 

$207 

5.~ 

51 91
•
1 

e.9 
5 

48 
B 5.1 

1,;1 

7 12.5 

Total Cases 56 

OUTCOME: 

PRINCIPAL PENALTY 
IMPOSED - NO 
CONVICTION: 

TOTAL PENALTIES 

Convicted 

Not Convicted 
- penalty 
- No penalty 
Died 
Withdrawn 

Dismissed 

Commit ted For 
Trial 

Order 

Bond Without 
supervision 

Bond With 
Supervision 

IMPOSED - CONVICTION: No Penalty 

Order 

Bond Without 
Supervision 

Bond With 
Supervision 

Fine 

Minimum 

Maximum 

Mean 

Median 

Standard 
Deviation 

Imprisonment 
(Suspended) 

Imprisonment 
(Direct) 

447 B,6 

$33 

$183 

$71 

$58 

$30 

2 

2 
0 
3 

3 

2 

0 

0 

;L 

6 

0 

o 

37 

o 

o 

3.6 

3.6 

5.4 

5.4 

3.6 

40. 



Tap~e 34 summ~~i$e$ those cases, involving co~porate 
defemdants, wniGhw~rEl dispo$ed of during the 
;;;ixmonths \lnde~ J?ev;!..ew. As \'ras mentioned 
above, the vapt majority 9f cases tnvoLv~d 
cnqP3"es under tn.E; Cqmpanies Act, generally 
ari§~ng from failure to lodge ~equ;Lred 
returns at y.ea~' send.. Approx:i,mgitely or,lE; 
§i~th of these caSeS resulted in no pen~lty 
peing' impQ$E;C!.: thE; remainC!.e;t; res1;ll te~ in. -
nQmina1 fines. 

Chat"gE;s arising from viol~tions Q;t; va;t:';Lcnl$ 
;t:'egulato;t:'y st~tues compr;L;;E;~ tbe ~ecQnq 
la~ge~t c~tegorY of cQ~porate defenqants. 
Just over half of these- resulted in fines, 
the averq~e of wniop was $136,00. 

The most serious charges against cQrporate 
def~ndants involved f~aud. ' Three of the 
four Cases resulte~ in fines rangipg frOID 
$267.0Q~$442.00. In the remaining 6ase, no 
~enalt¥ was imposed. ' 

-/', 



TABLE 34 

ADELAIDE MAGISTRATES' COURT 42. 

1ST JANUARY - 30TH JUNE 1979 

PRINCIPAL CHARGES LAID AGAINST CORPORATE DEFENDANTS 

Total Cases 979 

COMPANIES ACT 784 
No Penalty 109 

Fine 675 
Minimum $19 
Maximum $858 
Mean $70 
Median $60 
Standard 
Deviation $64 

MISCELLANEOUS 159 
(e.g. Builder's Lic- No Penalty 48 
ensing Act, 

Fine 111 Business Names Act, 
Minimum $24 Secondhand Dealers' 
Maximum $554 Act) 

. Mean $136 
Median $97 
Standard 
Deviation $107 

FAILURE TO PAY CORRECT 
WAGES 30 

No Penalty 12 

Fine 18 
Minimum $5 
Maximum $254 
Mean $95 
Median $81 
Standard 
Deviation $62 

FRAUD 4 
No Penalty 

Fine 3 
Minimum $267 
Maximum $442 
Mean $350 
Median $342 
Standard 
Deviation $88 

'" ENVIRONMENTAL OFFENCES No Penalty 

Fine 0 
,; 

LIQUOR OR GAMING 
OFFENCES 

No Penalty 1 

Fine 0 



------ ----- ;------------------------------

4!3J., 

']'cvhJ!e,s. 3\5j--:n: PJZ:Q,\:litd'e, ~~ s,p.ElG.':i!..q:l\J!. s;unnnp.ry, o,ff 
cna,r<!I,es brouqht b;y Commonwealth Ag.encies. 
These c::a.ses" wh.:ilch have,· alre,ac!l.y: b~en included 
in. the g,eneral summar ieJ:~. p:ro'Vidied above" are 
accorded specific atten.tion. becau~e of tl;le 
genera']: d'earthl of in.formation on Commonwe'a.lth 
offenc.es a·nel. Q·ffenders.... Cha,rg:es Of thie; 
nature invol \he ei.ther cont:r aven.t ion. <pf a 
Commonwe.alth statute (:such as prepa:ring a 
fa,ls;e tax, return). or the commis$,ion of' 'a,Il, 
offence- under s.ta.te· law OD C'Qmmonwea:~tl;1 
pr.o.perty (such as: cornr:non as.saul t .i;n 'tl\e 
terminal at. Ade laide, Airport) • 

'];"ah!e' 35 s.unu:n:ari.~e,s; the, cJ~arac·telr'i$.,tics o:f aLl. 
defendants in CQrnrnonwe'altb cas·es. These do. 
not differ m~rkedly from: the c::haracter~s,tic-s, 
revealed .in the summary of all o.:efen.dante; 
prese:nted abo.ve in 'I"abie: 6. 

Table 35 shows: the· Gharacter~stics of frqud 
c'as:es. brought by the Commonwealth du:):: ing the 
six months: under r.eview. A d~rect cOI(lp~J;isan 
with Table 21 is inap.PQ~,ite, sinGe. C-Q~on,vleq.ltn, 
cases are included i,n that TabLe, ~Ql:'eo.y~r, 
the precise nature of the offences in question 
and charging practices may differ aC:(Qs~ the 
two jur,isdictJ.ons to further inhibit Go~parisQn! 
Cases woulg have to 1Qe Garef~lly ma,t,cn,eq in 
order to permit meaningful statements regarqing 
differential treatment of COnunonwealth 
defendants. 



TABLE 35 44. 

ADELAIDE MAGISTRATES' COURT 1ST JANUARY - 30TH JUNE 1979 CHAR\CTERISTICS OF PERSONS FACING CRIMINAL CHARGES 

COMMONWEALTH OFFENDERS 

Distinct Persons 173 

SEX: RACE: 

139 80
•

3 52.0 Male Caucasian 89 
31 1 7.9 2.3 Female Aboriginal 4 

Corporate Body 2 1.2 
Oriental 0 

0.6 ~ 5.7 Unknown Unknown 78 
MARITAL STATUS: EMPLOYMENT STATUS: 

3118.1 22.8 Never Married Employed 39 

Married 21 12.3 
Unemployed 48

2P 

2,9 Permanently 3,5 Pensioner 5 Seperated 6 
2,9 1.8 Student 5 Divorced 3 
1,8 

Widowed 0 Home Duties 3 
~ 1,5 

De. Facto 0.6 Unknown 71 

Unknown 1 Og6 3.7 

BIRTH PLACE: AGE: 

Australia 8.8 Youngest 17 
(Unspecified) 15 

South Australia 55 3 2.2 Oldest 58 

Interstate 15 8,8 Mean 27 

7.0 Median 24 
U.K. 12 

11 6.5 Standard Other Deviation 10 

Unknown 63 36•7 

NUMBER OF PREVIOUS ADULT PRIOR INSTITUTIONALIZATION: CONVICTIONS: 
83.8 

No 145 
0 117 67.6 16.2 

Yes 28 
or more 56 3 2.'; 

0 Unknown 0 
Unknown 0 0 
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45. 
J 

:' 'fABLE 36 

ADELAIDE MAGISTRATES' COURT 1ST JANUARY - 30TH JUNE .1979 PRINCIPAL OFFENCE CHARGED 

LEGAl, REPRI::SENTA1'ION 
AT ~'INM, APPEARANCE: Yes 

No 

BAIL STA1'US 1\1' FINAL 
APPEARANCE; Allol-led At 

Large -
Bail Not 
Required 

llAIL AHOUNT (WHEN 
REQUIRf;D) : 

NUMIlER OF ADDITIONAL 

On Recogni:;:
ance 

On Cash Bail 

In Custody 

Unknown 

Minimum 

Maximum 

Mean 

~Iedian 

Standard 
Deviatiol1 

CIlARGf:;S LAID: 0 

PLEA: Guilty 

Not Guilty 

NO Plea 

COMMONWEALTH FRAUD OFFENCES 

(Various Acts· And sections) 

Distinct Persons = 83 

54. 5,1 

29' ~,' 

43 5 1.8 

2 2," 

1,2 

o 

$20 

$4,000 

$723 

$49.3 

$736 

2 .. " 

OUTCOME: 

PRINCIPAL PENALTY 
IMPOSED - NO 
CONVIC'rrON: 

'l'OTAL PENALTIES 

Convicted 

Not Convicted 
- Penalty 
- No Penalty 
Died 
Withdrawn 

Dismissed 

Committed For 
Trial 

Order 

Bond Without 
Supervision 

Bond With 
Supervision 

IMPOSED - CONVICTION: No Penalty 

Order 

Bond Without 
Supervision 

Bond With 
Supervision 

Fine 

Minimum 

Maximum 

Mean 

Median 

Standard 
Deviation 

Imprisonment 
(Suspended) 

Imprisonment 
(Direct) 

0-1 month = 
1-2 months 1 
2-3 months 3 
3-4 months 

71 85,5 

0 0 

3 
3,. 

0 
4 

_,8 

4 ',8 

1,2 

0 

0 

0 

4 

3 

2 

2 

58 

$27 

$964 

$242 

$175 

$190 

0 

~ 

6 
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TABLE 37 

ADELAIDE MAGISTRATES' COURT 1ST JANUARY - 30TH JUNE 1979 PRINCIPAL OFFENCE CHARGED 

LI::GAL REPRESEN'fATION 
lIT ~'IN1.L APPEARANCE: 

BAIL STATUS A'l' FINAL 
APPEARANCE: 

BAIL AMOUNT (WHEN 
REQUIRED) : 

NUMBER OF ADDITIONAL 

Yes 

No 

Allowed At 
Large -
Uail Not 
Required 

On Recogniz-
ance 

On Cash Bail 

In Custody 

Unknown 

Minimum 

Maximum 

Mean 

Median 

Standard 
Deviation 

CHARGES LI\ID: 0 

PLEA: 

2 

3 

Guilty 

Not Guilty 

NO Plea 

COMMONWEALTH FALSE PRETENCES OFFENCES 

(Various Acts and Sections) 

Distinct Persons 44 

G 5.9 
29 

34.1 
15 

22.7 
10 

52,3 
23 

4.5 
2 

20.5 
9 

o 

$100 

$2,000 

$466 

$350 

$397 

o 
3 • .8 

OUTCOME: 

PRINCIPAL PENALTY 
IMPOSED - NO 
CONVICTION: 

TOTAL PENALTIES 

ConVicted 

Not Convicted 
- Penalty 
- No Penalty 
Died 

Withdrawn 

Dismissed 

Committed For 
Trial 

Order 

Bond Without 
Supervision 

Bond IHth 
Supervision 

IMPOSED - CONVICTION: No Penalty 

Order 

Bond Without 
Supervision 

Bohd With 
Supervis ion 

Fine 

Minimum 

Maximum 

Mean 

Median 

Standard 
Deviation 

Imprisonment 
(Suspended) 

Imprisonment 
(Direct) 

0-1 month = 3 
1-2 months 2 

3-4 months = 1 

$40 

$573 

$175 

$137 

$131 

32' ,,8 

2 
4.S 

2 4.S 

0 

9.1 

4 
9.1 

o 

5 

18 

6 
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47. 

A number of important rese~rch questions will 
merit attention when returns become available 
from Courts of Summary Jurisdiction through
out South Australia. Not the least of these 
concerns the duration of proceedings - the 
time taken to process cases from date of 
offence to date of final disposition. Table 
2 reveals that 57.4% of the cases under 
analysis in this report weta disposed of 
within one month of first appearance. The 
nature of matters giving rise to lengthier 
proceedings, changes in the duration of 
dispositions over time, and the differences 
in processing time from one court to another 
should prove to be fruitful research topics 
in future. 

Another question which might be addressed 
when more complete information is at hand 
involves the relationship between drug use 
and crime. Preliminary analysis of the 
data from the six month period under review 
reveals that of the 549 defendants charged 
with break and enter, shop theft, or fraud 
only 35 or 6.4% had recent prior convictions 
for a drug offence; the vast majority of 
these convictions arise from possession of 
non-addictive substances. By contrast, 
21% of defendants charged with drug offences 
during the period under review had recent 
previous convictions for non-drug offences. 
These admittedly tentative findings must be 
regarded as inconclusive, but they are 
consistent with earlier studies which 
suggest that drug use and other forms of 

criminal behaviour are not always co-related, 
and when they are, the individual's involve
ment with drugs often follows earlier 
criminal activity.4 

Other interesting findings emerging from the 
data concerned the previous criminal history 
of persons charged with alcohol related 
driving offences. Of the 160 persons facing 
drink/drive charges during the six months 
under review, 44 or 27.5% had previ0us adult 
convictions for other unrelated criminal matters. 

Although it is tempting to draw inferences 
from these initial returns, further analyses 
of cases from courts throughout the State 
are required before any further conclusions 
may be reached. In time, statistics from 
Courts of Summary Jurisdiction should make 
a significant contribution to the adminis
tration of justice in South Australia. 

4Grant Wardlaw, ££~£_£~~_~££_££i~~ Canberra: 
Australian Institute of Criminology, 1978. 

! , 
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APPE::DIY. 1. 

COURT DETAIL 
1 Courl 2. File 

hnsert Number 
codel 

STATISTICAL COLLECTION fLRMti 

OFFICE OF CRIME STATISTICS - LAW DEPARTMENT 

STATISTICS FROM COURTS OF SUMMARY JURISDICTION 

3 PerlOl'! 4 Alpha 
Number Code 

5. Maglstrale Presiding 
IIn.crlcode} 

6. Date 01 
DIspoSition 

ITO ~I ~I ~I ~~I~I o [ill ITIJ I I I I I I I 
DEFENOANT DETAIl. 
8 Residence 

(insert code) 

ITIIJ 
PruNCII:'~L OFFE~C:E CHA"G!D 

f"?f·11 A. =rJ/Ilplet~d t.y 
:J'erl'!$ "I Coul'tl 

7 Type of case 
I:: Att,IIc;.,. 
2: 5<l1II"'(IIIIC'1I 

D. 

15 Dale 01 occurence 18. Dale 01 17 Date 01 Rrd 
ololfence Complaint/Summons Court .p.,.."nce 

18, legal ff)prHflnla1lon 
a' flna' .ppe~.tnC. 
'-;;Y .. 

til. Ban .lItWl.t 20, Amount of ball IS) 
final ~.rance (i' app/icllbMi) 

I I I I I I 
". Complainant 

t= PoIic. 
2= Prl",. ,= $Ute 
4= Com_ .. I//l 
oS:"''''', 
0 

'U~Y OF ~.POsmON ... 
Chalge 111 

Chala: (2) 

Charge (31 

CharQe (4) 

J:'LEA 
, GIII/fr 2_ Hili,,,,,,,. 
3=. Soplu 
I,," G,,'~ .... 

Offence 
chargee! 

ITIJ 
ITIJ 
[ill 
[ill 

I I 
22. Number 01 

co-delendal1ls 

0 

Numbero! 
counts 

OJ 
CD 
CO 
IT] 

OUTCOME 
I:.o..,ny 
2:.. NOf,,,,,,,. 
3- U"""OM.rI 
, Ace"'IO'r1.1O' 

Plea 

[J 
-, 
U 
0 
0 

Qul-
come 

0 
0 
0 
0 

$: C~.rgo. lPI'hClr."."r1"'II/J.n" 
'''''''clI·fjIIl 

15,,- CII.,i' .""""""fcroSfeulr()" 
'"c/1(!"'0II1 

7 ~:-~-:~or •. 11' 01 

II.:: ComtrllMI11 lor ,,,11 Of Sf"fI"" 

I I I I I I 
23 Type of drugl.' " IJsed (drug offences 

only) 
(Insert code) , .. 2nd 

0 0 

MaJoi OL.ahh· /l :.t.onal 

;:::; No 
9:: VII_now" 

:J , 

Blood alcohol level 
Cdrink/drl ... Jng 
o"om:o, onlyJ 
(gmllOOmll 

[ill 

Ouahli. Additional 

I:;: AJlm .. d,IIyg.t/ 
c .. IIICI!"q"",KI 

2=Oitb&l""cDf1";"~" ,= OiTb"'(~uIIJ .= IlIwltoIty 
.=UntlOClWn 

o 
25. Number 0' ditle'enl 

oNences charged 

o 

I I 

DUIallon of senlence Fine Imposed lSI 
Penall~ cal,on "., illl)' ~ ~ calion Penally 121 lin mcnlhs) Ilf anyl 

[J 0 
U 
0 
0 

0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

PENALTY 
o No"."."y 
1= Orr1" 

0 
0 
0 
0 

2. BoII(J./lfIOlj"u~,..."o" 
3::. StlllrI"''',,,,,,,,,,,,oll 
4::: Ct!111I"u""y'!'O'.OIr1 .. 
$:;S"'~IIJ.onolr1'rr ... "" .. c. 
15=" s....1 • ...::.dIO"P.", 7""""_111,,,,,. 
II' PtflQ{1'Cr1U.",ort 
1~I,"Of,'~rtf 

0 
0 
0 
0 

OJ I I i I I I 
CO I I I I I I 
CO I I I I I I 
CO I " rT] 

QUAUFICATION 

" 8Q11(1-$u,,,./ldfilJ."'.II'. 
l; 8ottd---C"A otf>er III." n,pe"d.11 n"'.",r 
~;:;. So..a-JII.IIUI At! 
5::: 8oIlf10Ill",II.II.Nlhcn ArIOlO'" 
15"'c:u ..... '.I' .. II" .. II'. 
1:: COfIC'""""'UIII.,,U 
1= O"up.rrol"'",,,nC",,,If ••• r1 
I~· 1I .. """.1l'I 

FO~B 

$eQuenllal Number p,:o.p.teC9d by S.A. Police 
Dep.rt.,~"t J 

I. OAT( 0' 
rIlAntll~OAP 

2.$£1 'RACI '.~RI7Al$TAT\Js 
1- ",.'t I. C'UCIIOI" 10: N.,,, ,.,.",.d 
~- r.mll' 1_ I.co"fJ,,,.1 1::. 4f4tI',d 
9~ Ufllllo,,"" J .. 0"'11.11' 3"" Ptrm.".fltfr 

4-=- 01"" Up.'~I.d 
9:; u"',,,,_" 4::. Oi~o.,.r1 

5!; W,I1Q*f'd 
6= 0, I,t,o 
,9=U"tno,,"n 

$ COUfl'rRT:STlTl 'fIlI"LOT~!:IIT STATUs 
OF IIIAnt AT "An JioARIIUT 
IIMMeo6Il 1= Etrlplo,.r1 

1= UII"""'Or,r: 
J= PltlitOllf"l 

";::;:Srlldlftr 
5:::;-Hom. dlltl'S 
6:::;- Othr' 
9::: Unl"o,,"" 

1= 'u 
1= No 

.-
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APPENDIX II. 

OFFENCES EXCLUDED FROM COLLECTION 

1. DRIVING (included only as a lesser offence when accompanied by a more 
serious charge). 

Negligent driving - Road Traffic Act, sect. 45 
Road' Maintenance Act 

Fail to stop and report accident 

Registration and insurance of offences 

Com. M.V. (Hours of Driving. Act) 
Rood Traffic Regulations 

Road Traffic Act, sections 23, 31, 38, 41, 42, 48-58, 60, 61, 63-70, 710 
72, 74, 74.:,; 75-78, 780, 80-83, 830, 84, 85, 87-91, 93, 94, 940, 95, 
100-103,109,111,120,122,126,132,136,137,13.9, 1M, 157, 158, 160, 
162, 1620, 162b, 162ab, 162c, 163. 

2. ADELAIDE CITY COUNCIL BYLAWS (Parking). 

3 • I1lCQ.~E TAX 

Fail to provide tax returns. Income Tax Assessment Act Section 223. 

Note: statistics are compiled on cases arising from the following offences, but 
only those which are heard in Adelaide Magistrates' Court. Stafistics 
are not compiled on these offences heard in suburban or c:ountry courts. 

4. ENVIRONMENTAL OFFENCES 

Bushfires Act 

Bushfires RegUlations 
Hunting RegUlations 

Local Government Act 
Excessive Noise 

National Parks and Wildlife Act and Regulations 
Police Offences Act Sections 56 and 57 

Registration of Dogs Act Section 24 

5. EMPLOYER/EMPLOYEE OFFENCES 

Wages, fail to pay correct 

(collected from AMC. heard Industrial Court if on a file from Adeloide 
Magistrate's Court). 

6. OTHER. 

• Adelaide By-Laws 

Acts Interpretation Act 

Adelaide Showgrnds. B/L Act 
Business rklmes Ad 

Building Contracts Act 

Births, Deaths, Morgs. Act 
Branding of Pigs Act 

Bankruptcy Act Sections 80, 271, 272 
Builders Licer1sing Act 

Brands Act 

Boating Act 

Book Purchases Act 
Booting Regulations 

Bills of Sale Act 

Bus, Tram Fore, Avoid Poymnt 
Companies Act 

Crown Lands Act 

Coroners Act 

Aust. Nat. Railways Act 

Criminal Inj. Compo Act 

Consumer Transactions Act 

Cwl th Electoral Act 

Customs Act Sections 33, 58, 59, 64, 214 
Doiry Industry Act 

Defence Act 
Illicit Spirits, Possess 

Dentists Act 

Diesel Fuel, Offnces. Disp. 
Exciseable Gds., Interfere 

Electoral Act 
Electricity Trust Act 
Evidence Act 
Fire Brigades Act 

Films, R-Rate W. Children 

Fisheries Act (S.A.) 

2. 

" 



Harbours Act 

Hospi tals Act 
Hide, Skin, Wool Dealers Act 

Hawkers Act 
Inflarrmable Liquids Act 

Imprint Act 
Tax Return, Fail to Provide 

Land, Business Agents A~t 

Post Bills 
Law Courts (order) Act 
Marine Stores Act 

Mining Act 

Marine Act 
Exceed Number Passengers 

Non Payment by Hirer 

• Naturalisation Cert, Misuse 

Oaths Act 

Prohibition of Disc. Act 
Places of Public Ent. Act 

Poultry Return, Fl. Furnish 

Public Meetings Act 

3. 

Police Offences Act Sections 40, 48, 55, 5eQ, S8R, 63. 
Private Parking Areas Act 

Physiotherapists Act 

Pawnbrokers Act 
Dog, Unregistered 

Recreation Grnds (Reg) Act 
Racial Discrimination Act Sections 6, 7, 8, 9. 

Shearers (Accom) Act 
Railway, Use Expired Ticket 

Railway, Use Defaced Ticket 

Sale of Goods Act 

52. 

4. 

Second Hand Dealers Act Sections 5, 18, 19, 21 

Stock Diseases Act 

State Lotteries Act 
State Railways Act Sections 115, 116, 117 

Statistics Act. 
Swimming Pool (Safety) Act 

Sales Tax Ret, Fl. Furnish 

Sales Tax Info, FL Prt)vide 

Trading Stamp Act 
Urban Land Price Control 

Vertebrate Pests Act 
Indec. Inprop. Signal CB Rod 

Transmit, Receive Not Lied. 

Unlicd Etc CB Radio 

Waterworks Act 

Miscellaneous Acts 
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APPENDIx III 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4 . 

5. 

6 • 

7. 

8. 

9 • 

10. 

11. 

1 2. 

PRINCIPAL OFFENCE LISTING 

(Order Of Principal Offenbe~) 

Homicide 

Rape 

Robbery (Major) 

Death By briving 

Serious Assault 

Robbery (Minor) 

Assault Police 

Break And Enter 

Larcehy ... Theft 

ArsOh 

Receivihg 

Production, Cultivation Or Sale 
Of Drugs 

Praud/~orgS/F~lse Pretences 

Driving Unde~ Ihfluence 

.68 
Lesser SeKu~l Offences 

Lesser Assault 

Injury By Driving 

Hinder Police 

Endanger Life etc. 

Refuse Aleo. 1est. 

~iifUl bamage etc. 

6ffensive ~~ha~ibur etcl 

Other Driving 

13. Possession Of Drugs Or Instrumehts 

14. 

15. 

16. 

1 7. 

18. 

i 9 • 

20. 

21 • 

22. 
23. 

24. 

25. 

26. Driink 

• 
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APPENDIX IV. 
LAW DEPARTMENT 

OFFICE OF CRIME STATISTICS 

OUTLINE OF AVAILABLE INFORMATION AND RESEARCH SERVICES 

1. A system of data collection from Courts of Summary Jurisdiction 
commenced in Adelaide Magistrates' Court on 1st January, 1979 
and was extended statewide on 1st July, 1979. 

2. Data collection is limited to relatively serious criminal matters; 
Council prosacutions and minor traffic cases (excessive speed; 
failure to give way) are not included. A list of charges for 
which statistics are not available may be found in Appendix II. 

3. Statistics from Courts of Summary Jurisdiction will appear in 
quarterly Reports and special reports to be published by the 
Office of Crime Statistics. 

4. In addition, statistical services will be provided to two general 
categories of clients. 

4.1 Category I 

Members of the legal profession seeking information on 
sentences typically awarded for particular offences. 

4.2 Category II 

Royal Commissions, Law Reform Commissions, Parliamentary 
Se13ct Committees, Governmental Departments, and private 
academic researchers (with Ministerial authorisation) 
seeking descriptive information of varying scope and 
detail. 



, 

• 

5. Requests made by Ministers of the Crown and by their Honours the 
Justices of the Supreme Court, Judges of the DisLrict Criminal 
Court, and Magistrates will be honoured gratis. 

6 • Under no circumstances will the identity of any individual be 
subject to disclosure. 

7. Statistical summaries will be accompanied by explanatory notes 
and interpretive comment as appropriate. 

8. The standard format for Category I information is contained in 
the attached form. 

9. For further inf)rmation, c~ntact the Office of Crime Statistic£ 
212.1177 ext. 136 • 

56. 



57. 
LAW DEPARTMENT 

OFFICE OF CRIME STATISTICS 

STATIS1ICAL SUMMARY OF S~NTENCES AWARDED 

COURTS OF SUMMARY JURISDICTION 

1. 

2. 

Offence .................................................................... 

3. 

4. 

Inclusive dates 
of cases 
sunmarised· 

Courts 
included 

Number of cases 
sunmarised 

5. Total 
convictions ................. -.................... ~ ............... , ...... . 
Senteces . number per mean median mode range 
Awarded cent (arith (mid (most (lowest 

of metic point) conmon to 
total mean) highest 

No penalty 

Bond without supervision 

Bond with supervision 

Suspension of drivers licence 
(where applicable) 

Monetary fine 

Imprisonment (suspended sentence) 

Imprisonment (inmediate 
detention) 

, 

sub 
range 
range 
of 
mid 
80%) 



----------------------------------

NOTES 

'in drink/driving offences, a oarticular blood alcohol level or range may 
be specified. 

2summaries will be provided for two categories of defendant: 

3 

2.1 defendants with no previous adult convictions 

2.2 defendants with one or more previous adult 
CDnvictions for any matter. 

sentences imposed over the most recent 12 month period will be summarised. 

4summaries will be statewide in scope. 

5summaries will not discriminate between multiple count and single count 
charges, nor will they take into account variations in the severity of 
the offence in question, or any other aggravating Or mitigating circumstances. 

6summaries will include all penalties awarded in cases where a sentence 
. c?nsists of multiple penalties. 

7in drink/driving convictions for which the defendant has been awarded 
sentences of both imprisonment and suspension of'driverts licence, 
only the duration of imprisonment can be summarised. The durations of 
both penalties will be available beginning January, 19B1. 
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PUBLICATIONS OF THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN OFFICE 
OF CRIME STATISTICS: 

Series I: Crime and Justice in South Australia -
Quarterly Reports: 

Vol. 1, no.1 Report for the Period Ending 
31st December, 1978 (February, 1979) 
Vol. 1, no.2 Report for the Period Ending 
31st March, 1979 (June, 1979) 
Vol. 1, no.3 Report for the Period Ending 
30th June, 1979 (September; 1979) 
Vol.2, no.1 Report for the Period Ending 
30th September, 1979 (December, 1979) 
Vol.2, no.2 Report for the Period Ending 
31st December, 1979 (March, 1980) 

Series II: Special Reports: 

No.1 Homicide in South Australia: Rates 
and Trends in Comparative Perspective 
(July, 1979) 
No.2 Law and Order in South Australia: 
An Introduction to Crime and Criminal 
Justice Policy (September, 1979) 
No.3 Robbery in South Australia (February, 
1980) 
No.4 Statistics from Courts of Summary 
Jurisdiction: Selected Returns from 
Adelaide Magistrates' Court 1st Januory-
30th June 1979 (March, 1980). 
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