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IN'r.roDUCI'ION 

Arrong the clearest:. trends in corrections in the United States 

during the decade of the 1970s was the IPaSsive increase in the mnnber 

of persons imprisoned in state correctional facilities. From Decemter 

31, 1971 to December 31, 1978, the population of the state prisons rose 

from 177 ,113 to a record high of 276,799, an increase of 64 percent, 

This upsurge was close to nationwide. During 1977, for e:xanple, 

four-fifths of the jurisdictions in the United States registered increases 

in the size of their sentenced prisoner p:>pulations. Significant regional 

differences were also apparent, the rrost inportant being that the South 

accounted for 47 }?8rcent of all prisoners, but only about one-third of the 

general U.s. population. 

Table 1. Sentenced prisoners in stat.e correct:.:Lonal facilities, 
1971-1978 

Dec. 31, 1971 117,113 
Dec. 31, 1972 174,470 
Dec. 31, 1973 181,534 
Dec. 31, 1974 195,844 
Dec. 31, 1975 216,462 
Dec. 31, 1976 236,492 
Dec. 31, 1977 249,491 
Dec. 31, 1978 276,799 

NCJ.I'E: A prisoner is an inmate who has been sentenced as an 
adult or youthful offender to a rnaximum term of at least 1 year 
and 1 day. Du= to a change in the fonnat of the publication 
series Prisoners in state and Federal Institutions, the 1978 
total refers to "prisoners· under jurisdiction of state correct
ional authorities" and is not limited to those in Cl.1.c:;tody on the 
given date. fur other variations, consult original sources. 

SOURCE:: The primary source is the series of the National 
Prisoner Statistics Bulletins, Prisoners in state and Federal In
stitutions, published annually. Revised tOtals for 1972 and 1973 
appear in M. Hindelang cat aI, Sourcebook of Criminal Justice 
Statistics - 1976, p. 686. . 

" J. 

" 
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T.his rronograph draws attention to the fact that b1ac.lc .A.r'tBricans, 

and particularly black male AJ:nA-ricaD..s, are heavily overrepresented am:mg )' 

the U.S. prison population. Moreover i as we shall see r the disproportionali ty I 

r 

in t'I-J.e extent to which blacks are imprisoned corrpared to \\1l1J. tes has been 

increasing at an alarming rate. 

Although blacks comprised only 22.6 million (al:x:mt 11.1 percent) of 

th.e total U.S. population of about 203 million in 1970, they accounted. for 

aJ.::out 83,088 (or about 46. 4: perce,nt~ of t.~e 178,914 persons in state 

correctional facilities on Dec. 31r 1973. T.:.1..ts o\."0r.representation of blacks 

in the 1973 prison data was re::e.ntly t'he subject of a much-discussed article 
1 

by Frank M. Dunbaugh. For this monograph, hOi-rever, the 1973 data has been 

slightly ref:i.nP-d. 

Table 2. U.S. population by race and. region, 1970 

White 

Northeast 44,310,504 
NorthCentral 51,641,183 
South 50,420,108 
west 31,377,180 

Black 

4,344,153 
4r5n~550 

11,969,961 
1,694,625 

Total (all races) 

49,040,703 
56~571;663 
62.,.','95,2-67 
34,804 v193 

--------------------------------~------.----------iJA.S, 177,748,975 22,580,289 

SOURCE: Table A, Appendix 
,-----~ 

----------------.... ,--.-.--------~~---'--......",---"---""""\I 
Table 3. U.S. state prison populat.ion by race and 

region, 1973 

Northeast 
NorthCentral 
South 
West 

u.s. 

White --
10,246 
18,110 
33,562 
20,400 

.82,318 

Black -
14,785 
16,701 
43,933 

7,669 

83,088 

SOURCE: Table B, Appendix 

Race Unkn::p,:;:" 

2,788 
1,287 
2,018 

205 

6,292 

29,656 
36;712 
82,565 
29,981 

1.78,914 
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The results of our analysis of the 1973 data are as fo11CMS:' 

Table 4. Percent distribution of the U.S. population 
by race and region, 1970 

Wb.1"te,' Black 'lbtal all races 

Northeast 21.8 2.1 24.1 
Nort:h<"'...entral 25.4 2.2 27.8 
South 24.8 5.9 30.9 
1i.est 15.4 0.8 17.1 

U.S. 87.5 11.1 100.0 % 

SOURCE: Table C ,Appendix 

Table 5. Percent distribution of the U.S. state prison population 
by race and region, 1973 

White Black Race Unknown Total all races 

Northeast· 5.7 8.3 1.6 16.6 
l\Yorth "central 10.1 9.3 0.7 20.5 
South 18.8 24.6 1.1 46.1 
West 1l.4 4.3 0.1 16.8 

U.S. 46.0 46.4 3.5 100.0% 

sou:ocE: Table D, Appendix 

Strong variation is evident in the extent to which ircpriso.nrrent 

is used in the various major geographical regions. '!he usual n-ea.ns of 

IIBasuring this usage is to, cx:mpute a so-called rate of incarceration per 

100,000 of the general population of the jurisdiction under sttrly. Such 

calculations, of course, require both prison statistics shCMing the number 

of inmates of various categories wno were in prison on a specified date 

(typica.11y Decenber 31 of each year), and general population statistics 

for the same jurisdiction which also contain derrographic characteristics 

for the same categories under study. 

It is i.npo~t to rercernber that such an incarceration rate is based 

on the nl.lI'l'ber of persons in custody on a specific date, and thus, it is not 

, 

t' 
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a true reflection of the nurriber of peo.rsons who were carmni tted to prison 

in that jurisdiction during a specified period. Rather, the so-called 

incarceration rate also reflects the length of ti.rre that prisoners serve 

in correctional facilities. To that extent at least, so-called incarceration 

rates also reflect the jurisdiction's sentencing and release policies. 

When incarceration rates by region and race were corrputed for 1973, 

sorre striking differences appeared. For the entire United States, 46. 3 

per 100,000 whites were found to be in prison, whereas the figure for blacks 

was 368. 0, or about eight t:irres greater. The rate for all races ranged 

from 60.5 in the Northeast to 131.5 in the South, for an average national 

rate of 88. ° per 100,000. The black incarceration rate ranged from 340.3 

in the Northeast to 452.5 in the Viest. 

I Table 6. u.s. incarceration ratesl by race and region, 1973 

IPrisoners in state correctional institutions per 
100,000 civilian population. 

SCURCE: Table A and Table B, Appendix 

Ranked by jurisdiction, the overall incarceration rates ranged from 

273.9 in the District of Columbia, to 26.2 in North Dakota, with a majority 

of jurisdictions reporting an overall rate of 75.1 or nore for 1973. Nine 

of the top ten jurisdictions were located in the Southern region. 
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Table 7. U.S. incarceration rates, ranked by jurisdiction, 
1973 

1. District of Columbia 
2. NJrtr.l Carolina 
3. Georgia 
4. Florida1 
5. Texas 
6 .. Nevada 
7. Maryland 
8. South Carolina 
9. Oklahoma 
10. Alabama 
11. Virginia 
12;. Louisiana 
13. Arizona 
14. California 
15. Michigan 
16. Arkansas 
17. Kentucky 
18. Mississippi 
19. Wyoming 
20. Colorado 
21. Washington 
22. Tennessee1 
23. Missouri 1 
24. New Jersey1 
25. Oreg?nl 
26. ohiOl 

273.9 
194.7 
180.1 
152.4 
145.5 
136.9 
133.4 
130.1 
129.1 
114.7 
108.4 

99.3 
98.0 
92.9 
91.4 
90.7 
90.3 
89.5 
85.4 
84.4 
84.3 
83.8 
80.8 
79.1 
76.2 
75.1 

27. New York 
28. Kansas 
29. New Mexico 
30. Indiana 
31. Nebraska 
32. Connecticutl 
33. Idaho 
34. Alaska 
35. West Virginia 
36. Pennsylvanial 
37. Maine 
38. Illinois 
39. Delaware 
40. Iowa 
41. Utah 
42. Wisconsin 
43. Montana 
44. Venront 
45. Rhode Island 
46. Hawaii 
47. South Dakota 
48. Minnesota 
49. Massachusetts 
50. New Hamps.'rire 
51. North Dakota 

68.9 
68.9 
68.8 
66.3 
62.6 
61.4 
58.9 
58.3 
56.3 
52.2 
50.9 
50.5 
50.4 
49.9 
48.3 
46.3 
44.6 
41.6 
41.6 
40.5 
38.5 
37.2 
36.4 
32.9 
26.2 

SOURCES: Table A and Table B, Appendix 

lrrhe following states lacked infonnation concerning the race 
of at least five percent (5%) of their reported inmate total. 
Con...~tly, their reported incarceration rates are underestimates 
of the true vallES. 

State 
State 

Connecticut 
New Jersey 
Florida 
Missouri 
Ohio 
Tennessee 
Oregon 
Permsy1vania 

Percentage of prisoners whose race is 
unknown~ ______________ __ 

59.2 
21.9 
12.9 
11.3 
10.5 
8.7 
7.4 
7.0 

, 

!j 
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The white incarceration rates, ranked by jurisdiction, ranged from 

110.8 in l\'orth Carolina to 13 5' Co . . 
• 111 nneCticut, Wlth a najority of juris-

dictions reporting a rate of 42.4 or fiOre. Six of the top ten jurisdictions 

were located in the South. 

f--------~--1-e-8-.----------~-------------·------------~ 
~~ incarceration rates, ranked by juri.sdiction, 

1. North Carolina 
2. Nevada 
3. Oklahoma 
4. Georgia 
5. South Carolina 
6. Kentucky 
7. California 
8. Wyoming 
9. Floridal 
10. New IvT..exi.co 
11. Washington 
12. Texas 
13. Colorado 
14. Oreganl 
15. Alaba.ma 
16. Arkansas 
17. Arizona 
18. Virginia 
19. MiSSissippi 
20. Idaho 
21. Tennesseel 
22. West Virginia 
23. Maine 
24. Kansas 
25.' Utah . 
26. Michigan 

110.8, 
106.9 
96.4 
88.8 
77.7 
70.6 
69.3 
69.3 
69.1 
65.3 
65.3 
65.1 
61.1 
60.9 
59.4 
58.3 
58.3 
54.3 
52.3 
51.9 
50.2 
49.6 
49.1 
47.1 
43.6 
42.4 

27. Maryland 
28. Venront 
29. District of Columbia 
30. Indiana 
31. Missouri 
32. louisiana 
33. Nebraska 
34. Iowa 
35. Alaska 
36. Ohiol 
37. M:>ntana 
38. New Hanpshire 
39. Rhode Island 
40. Wisconsin 
41. Minnesota 
42. South Dakota 
43. New Jerseyl 
44. Massachusetts 
45. Illinois 
46. Delaware 
47. North Dakota 
48. New York 
49. PennSYlvanial 
50. Hawaii 
51. Connecticutl 

saJIcE: Table A and Table B I .Appendix 

lSee note at Table 7, s:upra. 

42.3 
41.6 
41.6 
41.2 
41.1 
40.7 
40.3 
40.0 
39.7 
35.6 
34.8 
33.0 
31.9 
29.2 
28.0 
27.0 
25.4 
25.2 
24.7 
23.6 
22.4 
21. 7 
20.9 
19.5 
13.5 

The black incarceration rates for 1973 were much higher, ranging 

from 825.3 in Iowa, to 39.9 in New Hanpshire. A majority of juriSdictions 

reported a black incarceration rate of 366.9 or nore. Contrary, pemaps, 
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Table 9. Black incarceration rates, ranked by jurisdiction, 
1973 

1. Iewa 1 
2. Oregon 
3. Utah 
4. Washington 
5. ~..rizona 
6. Nebraska 
7. Minnesota 
8. Maryland 
9. Wisronsin 
10. Colorado 
11. Nevada 
12. Oklahorra 
13. Texas 
14. Floridal 
15. Michigan 
16. North carolina 
17. Wyoming 
18. Kansas 
19. Georgia 
20. California 
21. hew Mexico 
22. Indiana 
23. Massachusetts 
24. Ohiol 
25. Rhode Island 
26. District of Colurrbia 

825.3 
805.8 
710.3 
701.2 
699.2 
691.5 
653.9 
553.1 
543.6 
543.6 
525.9 
505.5 
505.4 
485.1 
479.0 
474.1 
467.3 
458.0 
442.2 
421.0 
414.2 
399.2 
387.9 
381.6 
378.9 
366.9 

27. New Jerseyl 
28. Maine 
29. Virginia 
30. Pennsylvanial 
31. Kentucky 
32. Missouri 1 
33. New York 
34. Alaska 
35. Sout.'f1. Dakota 
36. Alabama 
37. Montana 
38. South Carolina 
39. Louisiana 
40. Arkansas 
41. Illinois 
42. West Virginia 
43. Tennesseel 

44. Delaware 
45. Connecticutl 
46. Idaho 
47. Mississippi 
48. Verrront 
49. North Dakota 
50. Hawaii 
51. New Harrpshire 

SOURCE: Table A and Table B I Appendix 

lSee note at Table 7, supra 

365.8 
357.1 
346.8 
342.2 
339.3 
339.0 
337.7 
314.2 
307.3 
270.8 
250.6 
250.3 
236.7 
235.5 
226.4 
222.7 
216.8 
212.1 
206.4 
187.8 
153.4 
131.4 
120.3 

79.2 
39.9 

2 
to expectation, only one of the top ten leaders was located in the South. 

In most cases, it appeared that the jurisdictions with the highest rate of 

incarceration of blacks were ones with relatively few blacks arrong their 

general population. 

.., 

Comparison of the black and white incarceration rates for 1973 reveals 

that: the highest white incarceration rate -- 110.8 in North Carolina -- was 

lower than the black incarOE!ration rates of fortY-nine jurisdictions. This 

can be taken as another indication of the nationwide scope of the problem. 

t' 
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~gicnaJ. disparity, 1973 

Every region exhibited very significant differences between 

black and white incarceration rates in 1973. 'Ihis disparity ranged 

from a low of 300.4 persons per 100,000 general population in t.l-}e 

South, to a high of 387.5 in the Viest, and the difference for all 

jurisdictions arrounted to 321. 7 for the entire United States. 

Table 10. ·The difference between black and white 
incarceration rates by region, 1973 

Northeast 
North Central 
South 
V\est 

U.S. 

317.2 
330.2 
300.4 
387.5 

321.7 

SOURCE: Table A and Table B, Appendix 

This rneans that a nationwide problem existed in 1973, insofar as 

the state correctional facilities of every region showed a very large 

difference in the extent to which blacks were inprisoned compared to 

whites. Although the disproportionali ty varied somewhat by region, 

variation from the national average did not exceed 7 percent in any 

region, except the West, where it was about 20 percent higher. 

However, when the ratio of black to white incarceration rates per 

100,000 is examined, a sOI'l'ewhat different picture of disproportionality 

errerges. Blacks in the Northeast showed a rate that ,.,as 14. 7 t.i.rres 

higher than the white incarceration rate, while in the South the black 

imprisonment rate was 5.5 tines higher. For the entire United States , 
the black incarceration rate was 7.9 tirces higher than the white incar

ceration rate in 1973. 
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Table 11. Ratio of black to white incarceration 
rates by region, 1973 

Northeast 
North Central 
South 
West 

U.S. 

14.7 
10.4 
5.5 
7.0 

7.9 

SOURCE: Table A al'ld Table B 1 Appendix 

Disparity by state, 1973 

When the jurisdictions were ranked by the difference between black 

and white incarceration rates in 1973, very large variation was apparent. 

'Ih.e differences ranged from a high of 785.3 persons per 100,000 in Iowa, 

to a low of 6.9 in New Harrq?shire, with a median of 340.4. Every juris-

diction reported a higher irnpriso:nn:ent rate for blacks than for whites. 

'lWo states shcMed a difference of nore than 700 r seve..l1 states rrore than 600 f 

nine states rrore than 500, sixteen states rrore than 400, and thirty 

jurisdictions nora than 300.. In only four states was the difference less 

than 100 persons per 100,000. 

The relative positions of the states changed only slightly when the 

jurisdictions were ranked by the ratio of black to w.h..ite incarceration 

rates. In Mirmesota, the black lll.lpriso:nrrent rate was 23.4 times higher 

than the will te rate, whereas in :New Hampshire it was 1.2 tirres higher. 

A majority of the jurisdictions reported a black. incarceration rate that 

vms 7. 9 tirres higher or rrore. 

Thus, it is seen that the black incarceration rate was higher than 

the white incarceration rate in every jurisdiction in the u.s. during 1973. 

In rrost states, blacks were alxmt eight times nore likely to be in prison 

than will tes • 

i; 

....;... ______ iiiiiiiIiiiooio ________________________________________ ~_~_~ ___ _ 
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Table 12. Jurisdictions ranked by the difference between 
black and'i7hite incarceration rates, 1973 

1. IONa 
2. Oregan 
3. Utah 
4. Nebraska 
5. Arizona 
6. Washington 
7. Mirmesota 
8. Wiscol1...sin 
9. Maryland 
10. Colorado 
11. Texas 
12. Michigan 
13. Nevada 
14. Florida 
15. Kansas 
16. Oklahoma 
17. Wyoming 
18. North Carolina 
19. Massachusetts 
20. Indiana 
21. Georgia 
22. California 
23. New.Mexico 
24. Rhode Island 
25. Ohio 
26. New Jersey 

785.3 
744.9 
666.7 
651.2 
640.9 
635.9 
625.9 
514.4 
510.8 
482.5 
440.3 
436.6 
419.0 
416.0 
410.9 
409.i 
398.0 
363.3 
362.7 
358.0 
353.4 
351. 7 
348.9 
347.0 
346.0 
340.4 

27. District of Columbia 
28 • Pennsylvania 
29. New York 
30. 1-'la.ine 
31. Missouri 
32. Virginia 
33. South Dakota 
34. Alaska 
35. Kentucky 
36. Alabama 
37. J:.1oni:8na 
38. Illinois 
39. wUl.siana 
40. Cormecticut 
41. Delaware 
42. Arkansas 
43. I~St Virginia 
44. South Carolina 
45. Te..rmessee 
46. Idaho 
47. Mississippi 
48. North Dakota 
49. Venront 
50. Hawaii 
51. New Hampshire 

SOURCE: Table 8 and Table 9 r sgpra 

325.3 
321.3 
316.0 
308.0 
297.9 
292.5 
280.3 
274.5 
268.7 
216.4 
215.8 
201.7 
196.0 
192.9 
188.5 
177.2 
173.1 
172.6 
166.6 
135.9 
101.1 

97.9 
89.8 
59.7 
6.9 
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Table 13. Jurisdictions ranked by the ratio of 
black to white incarceration rates, 1973 

1. Minnesota 23.4 27. Texas 7.8 
2. Iowa 20.6 28. Maine 7.3 
3. Wisconsin 18.6 29. IVl.ontana 7.2 4. Nebraska 17.2 30. Florida 7.0 
5. Pennsylvania 16.4 31. Wyoming 6.7 
6. Utah 16.3 32. Virginia 6.4 
7. New york 15.6 33. New Mexico 6.3 
8. Massachusetts 15.4 34. California 6.1 
9. Cormecticut 15.3 35. IDuisiana 5.8 
10.New Je!sey 14.4 36. North Dakota 5.4 
11. Oregon 13.2 37. Oklahoma 5.2 
12. Maryland 13.1 38. Georgia 5.0 
13. Arizona 12,,0 39. Nevada 4.9 
14. Rhode Island 11.9 40. Kentucky 4.8 
15. South Dakota 11.4 41. Alabaroa 4.6 
16. Michigan 11.3 42. West Virginia 4.5 
17. Washington 10.7 43. Tennessee 4.3 
18. Ohio 10.7 44. North carolina 4.3 
19. Kansas 9.7 45. Hawaii 4.1 
20. Indiana 9.7 46. Arkansas 4.0 
21. Illinois 9.2 47. Idaho 3.6 
22. Delaware 9.0 48. South Carolina 3.2 
23. Colorado 8.9 49. Ve:r:mont 3.2 
24. Dist. of Columbia 8.8 50. Mississippi 2.9 
25. Missouri 8.2 51. New Han~shire 1.2' 
26. Alaska 7.9 

SOURCE: Table 8 and Table 9, ~. 

At this writing, the results of the 1980 Census wen not yet available. 

Jl.s a result, estimates of the U.S. population in 1976 w'ere utilized in order 

to cx:mpute so-called rates of incarceration. 

The government's estimates listed blacks as comprising only 24.3 million 

(about 11.5 percent) of the total U.S. population of about 211.5 million. 

However, results of a national survey of correctional facilities, conducted 

, 
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Table 14. 

I Northeast 

" 

North Central 

I
i Sout.l;. 

West 
! 
; 
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U.S. population esti.rrates by race and region, 
1976 

White 

43,793,000 
51,566,000 
54,536,000 
33,740,000 

Black 

4,476,000 
5,031,000 

12,7971'000 
1,992,000 

'Ibtal (all races) 

48,820,000 
57,022,000 
67,950,000 
37,724,000 

United States 183,637,000 24,297,000 211,517,000 

~ 
~: TableE, Appendix 

Table 15. U • S. state prison :t=Opulation by race and region, 
1979 

White Black Total (all races) 
Northeast 16,054 21,667 43,291 I\Torth Central 30,674 29,199 61,841 South 54,805 71,417 132,465 West 20,771 9,911 40,175 United States 122,304 132,194 277,772 

SOURCE: Table G, Appendix 

in 1979, revealed that blacks accounted for about 132,194 (or about 47.8 percent) 

of the 277,772 persons in state correctional facilities on Aug. 1, 1979. 

Again, strong variation was evident in the extent to which imprisonrrent 

was used in the different major geographical regions. For the entire U. S • , 

65.1 per 100,000 whites we:;::e found to be in prison, whereas the figure for 

blacks was 544.1, ornore than eight t.i.mes greater. The rate for all races 

ranged from 88.7 in the Northeast, to 194.9 in the South, for a national 

average of 131.3 per 100,000. The black incarceration rate ranged from 484.1 

in the Nort..'I1east, to 580.4 in the North Central region, with the national 

average being 544.1 per 100,000 blacks. 

, , 

Table 16. 

Northeast 
!\Torth Central 
South 
West 
United St.ates 
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Percent distribution of the es·tirnated U. S • 
:t=Opulation by race and region, 1976 

White Black Total (all races) 

20.7 2 .. 1 23.1 
24.4 2.4 27.0 
25.8 6.1 32.1 
16.0 0.9 17.8 
86.8 11.5 100.0% 

SOURCE: Table E, Appendix 

Table 17. P t distribution of the U. S. state prison ~~tion by race and region, 1979 

White Black Total (all races) 

Northeast '·5.8 7.8 15.6 
North Central 11.1 10.5 22.3 
SOuth '19.8 25.8 47.9 

7.5 3.6 14.5 Wast 
44.2 47.3 100.0% United States 

SOURCE: Table G, Appendix 

ll1' careeration rates by race and region, Table 18. U.S. 

Northeast 
North Central 
South 
West 
united States 

1979 
White 

36.7 
59.5 

100.5 
61.6 
65.1 

Black 

484.1 
580.4 
558.1 
497.5 
544.1 

Total (all races) 

88.7 
108.5 
194.9 
106.5 
131.3 

SOURCE: Table E and Table G, Appendi.x 
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Table 19. U.S. incarce:ration rates ranked by juris
diction, 1979 

1. District of Coll..lITbia 
2. South carolina 
3. L\Torth Carolina 
4. Nevada 
5. Georgia 
6. Florida 
7. Alaska 
8. Delaware 
9. Texas 
10. IDuisiana 
11. Maryland 
12. Michigan 
13. Virginia 
14. Oregon 
15. Arizona 
16. Tennessee 
17. New !-~co 
18. MiSSissippi 
19. Washington 
20. Ohio 
21. Qklahana 
22. 'i\Yc:rning 
23. New York 
24. Connecticut 
25. Missouri 
26. Arkansas 

672.7 
284.7 
270.0 
266.6 
252.4 
230.5 
224.1 
216.7 
203.9 
201.6 
178.5 
167.4 
164.2 
143.3 
142.9 
142.7 
141.3 
140.0 
128.8 
128.3 
128.3 
118.1 
117.2 
116.2 
114.0 
Ill. 7 

27. Alabama 
28. Idaho 
29. Kentucky 
30. Kansas 
31. Illinois 
32. Ma.l1tana 
33. Indiana 
34. California 
35. West Virginia 
36. Colorado 
37. New Jersey 
38. South Dakota 
39. Verrront 
40. Maine 
41. Iowa 
42. Utah 
43. Wisconsin 
44. Pennsylvania 
45. Rhode Island 
46. Nebraska 
47. Hawaii 
48. Minnesota 
49. Massachusetts 
50. New Hanpsp.ire 
51. North Dakota 

SOURC:E:: Table E and Table G, Appendix 

109.6 
108.1 
106.0 
104.4 
99.2 
98.8 
94.2 
92.0 
89.8 
89.6 
85.0 
84.8 
82.1 
77.7 
77.0 
75.4 
75.2 
67.9 
65.6 
64.3 
63.2 
53.4 
45.8 
37.1 
32.5 

Ranked by jurisdiction, the overall incarceration rates in 1979 ranged 

from 672.7 in the District of Columbia, to 32.5 in North Dakota, with a majority 

of jurisdictions reporting an overall rate of ill. 7 or IIDre per 100,000 persons. 

Eight of the top ten juriSdictions were located in the Southern region. 

The white incarceration rates, ranked by jurisdiction, ranged from 191. 7 

in North Carolina, to 28.0 in Hawaii, with a majority of jurisdictions reporting 

a rate of 70.8 or nore. Again, as in 1973, six of the top ten jurisdictions 

were located in the South. 

As before, the black incarceration rates were much higher, ranging from 

1,341.8 in Washington, to 50.0 in North Dakota. A majority of jurisdictions 

~,. . f 

1. Nevada 
2. South Carolina 
3. Alaska 
4. North Carolina 
5. Georgia 
6. Florida . 
7. Oregon 
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Table 20. White incarceration rates ranked by 
jurisdiction, 1979 

27. Ohio 
28. Kansas 
29. Missouri 
30. Arkansas 
31. South Dakota 
32. Iowa 
33. Utah 

8. District of Columbia 

191. 7 
180.3 
177.7 
158.5 
141.2 
138.1 
118.2 
103.9 34. Alabana 

68.5 
67.8 
67.5 
66.1 
62.1 
60.8 
57.0 
56.8 
55.5 
53.4 
52.0 
51.8 
48.7 
46.1 
42.6 
41.8 
40.6 
36.2 
36.1 
35.8 
34.3 
29.8 
29.3 
28.4 
28.0 

9. Delaware 
10. Washington 
11. Idaho 
12. Wyoming 
13. Oklahoma 
14. Termessee 
15. Texas 
16. Venront 
17. Montana 
18. Kentucky 
19. Virginia 
20. West Virginia 
21. Maine 
22. Mississippi 
23. Michigan 
24. Indiana 
25., Arizona 
26. Louisiana 

98.8 
94.7 
93.5 
92.6 
92.2 
90.5 
89.7 
80.5 
83.9 
82.4 
79.1 
77.2 
76.1 
74.3 
72.2 
71.3 
71.2 
70.8 

35. Connecticu:: 
36. Ma:i:y land 
37. l\Tew Mexico 
38. Rhode Island 
39. Illinois 
40. Colorado 
41. california 
42. Wisconsin 
43. Minnesota 
44. New HaJ:'rpslllre 
45. Nebraska 
46. New York 
47. Pennsylvania 
48. New Jersey 
49. l\Torth L'a'l(ota 
50. Massachusetts 
51. Hawaii 

SOURCE: Table E and Table G, Appendix 

registered a black incarceration rate of 600.0 or nore in the 1979 survey. 

as in 1973, only one of the top ten jurisdictions was located in the Again, 

In nost cases, those jurisdictions with the highest black incarceration South. 

rates were generally ones with relatively few blacks arrong their general 

population. 

Corrparison of the black and white incarceration :rates for 1979 reveals 

again that the highest white incarceration rate -- 191. 7 in Nevada -- was 10ifwBr 

t..'i-Ian the black incarceration rates of forty-nine jurisdictions. This can }:)e 

, 
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Table 21. Black incarceration rates ranked by juris
diction 1 1979 

1. Washington 
2. Oregon 
3. Nevada 
4. rcwa 
5. Arizo:ca 
6. Idaho 
7. South Dakota 
8. Utah 
9. Delaware 
10. Wisconsin 
11. District of Colmtbia 
12. Michigan 
13. New l'1exico 
14. Texas 
15. Florida 
16. Conn.ec'-Licut 
17. Nebraska 
18. Ohio 
19. West Virginia 
20. Minnesota 
21. Maryland 
22. North carolina 
23. Kansas 
24. Virginia 
25. Maine 

1,341.8 
1,270.0 
1,173.7 
1,157.1 
1,112.1 
1,079.8 
1,000.0 

987.5 
985.7 
949.7 
900.4 
853.7 
825.0 
752.8 
739.0 
717.4 
710.6 
697.6 
697.3 
666.7 
656.7 
642.0 
634.4 
618.5 
600.0 

26. Verrront 
27. Georgia 
28. Oklaharra 
29. VVyorning 
30. Alaska 
31. Colorado 
32. Rhode Island 
33. South carolina 
34. New York 
35. Massachusetts 
36. New Jersey 
37. Missouri 
38. IDuisiana 
39. Pennsylvania 
40. Indiana 
41. California 
42. Tennessee 
43. Illinois 
44. Kentucky 
45. funtana 
46. Arkansas 
47. Hawaii 
48. Mississippi 
49. Alabama 
50. New Hampshire 
51. North Dakota 

600.0 
552.8 
534.1 
533.3 
526.7 
522.5 
516.0 
508.1 
500.7 
476.0 
461.8 
460.0 
457.0 
419.1 
409.6 
405.6 
403.8 
369.3 
354.7 
333.3 
333.1 
316.7 
258.6 
254.8 
150.0 . 

50.0 

lIdahO: The Census source does not esti:rnate a black pop
ulation for Idaho on the basis of the 1976 semple. lfue 
incarceration rate was computed instead on the basis of the 
black population (2,130) shCMn in the 1970 Census. 

Same!E: Table E and Table G r Appendix 

taken as another indication that the problem of black overrepresentation 

in prison is natioriwide in scope, and not lirni ted to the South or any other 

region. 

l. 
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:regional disparity, 1979 

Again, in 1979 every region in the nation exhibited very signif

icant differences be~ the white and black incarceration rates. 

'Ibis disparity ranged from a lCM of 435.9 persons per 100,000 population 

in the West, to a high of 520.9 in the North Central region, and the 

differenre for all jurisdictions ,am:::n.mted to 479.0 for the entire U.s. 

Table 22. The differenre between black and white 
incarreration rates by region, 1979 

Northeast 
North Central 
South 
West 

U.s. 

447.4 
520.9 
457.6 
435.9 

479.0 

SOURCE: Table E and Table G, Appendix 

This treans that a nationwide problem existed again in 1979, insofar 

. as the state correctional facilities of every region showed a large 

diffe:renre in the extent to which blacks were incaLCerated compared to 

whites. Al thoU;h the disproportionality varied sa:rewhat by region, 

variation fran the national av"erage did not exreed 9 percent in any region. 

Again, however, when the ratio of black to white incarceration rates 

was examined, a sorrewhat different picture of disproportionality errerged. 

Blacks in the Northeast shcm=d a rate that was 13.2 tilres higher than the 

white incarceration rate, while in the South the black inprisomrent rate 

was 5.6 tines g:mater. For the entire united states, the black incarc:ration 

rate was 8.4 ti.Ires higher than the white incarceration rate in 1979. 

, 
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Table 23. 

Northeast 
North Central 
South 
West 

u.s. 
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'!he ratio of black to white incarceration 
rates by region, 1979 

13.2 
9.8 
5.6 
8.1 

8.4 

SOURCE: Table E and Table G 1 Appendix 

Disparity by state, 1979 

'While clifferences between black and white incarceration rates appeared 

relatively consistent on a regional basis, very large variations were 

apparent when the jUrisdictions were ranked by the difference between the 

black rate and the white rate. 'lhe differences ranged· from a high of 

1,247.1 in Washington, to a lOW' of 20.7 persons fer 100,000 in North Dakota. 

The median was 483.5. Every jurisdiction reported a higher inprisonrrent 

rate for blacks than for whites. In four states the difference exceeded 

1,000; in nine it exceeded 900 i in ten it exceeded 800; it was over 700 in 

thirteen jurisdictions; over 600 in twenty-one; over 500 in twenty-five; 

and over 400 in thirty-four. A total of forty-three jurisdictions reported 

a difference of rrore than 300, whereas only one reported a difference of 

less than 100 persons per 100,000. 

The relative positions of the jurisdictions changed slightly when they 

were ranked by the ratio of black to white incarceration rates. In Wisconsin, 

the black inprisonment rate was 22.7 tines higher than the white rate, 

whereas in North Dakota it was 1.7 t:i.nes higher. A majority of jurisdictions 

. reported a b~ack incarceration rate that was 9.0 t.irres higher or nore. 

:r I 
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Table 24. Jurisdictions ranked by the difference 
between black and white incarceration rates, 
1979 

1. Washington 1,247.1 27. Colorado 476.4 
2 •. Oregon 1,151.8 28. New York 464.9 
3. Iowa 1,096.3 29. Rhode Island 464.2 
4. Arizona 1,040.9 30. Massachusetts 447.6 
5. Idaho 986.3 31. OklahOil'i3. 441.9 
6. Nevada 982.0 32. Wyoming 440.7 
7. South Dakota 937.9 33. ·New Jersey 432.0 
8. Utah 930.5 34. Georgia 411.6 
9. Wisconsin 907.9 35. Missouri 392.5 
10. D=laware 886.9 36. Louisiana 386.2 
11. District of Columbia 796.5 37. California 363.0 
12. Michigan 781.5 38. Alaska 349.0 
13. NewM:xiro 773.0 39. Permsyl vania 348.8 
14. Nebraska 674.5 40. Indiana 338.3 
15. Teias 663.1 41- South carolina 327.8 
16. Connecticut 661.9 42. Illinois 320.6 
17. West Virginia 629.5 43. '1.enn.essee 313.3 
18. Chio 629.1 44. Hawaii 288.7 
19. Minnesota 626.1 45. Kentucky 272.3 
20. Maryland 603.3 46. Arkansas 267.0 
21. Florida 600.9 47. Montana 249.4 
22. Kansas 566.6 48. Alabama 198.0 
23. ViJ;ginia 539.4 49. Mississippi 184.3 
24. Maine 523.9 50. New Hampshire 113.8 
25. Venront 519.5 51. North Dakota 20.7 
26. Kbrth Carolina 483.5 

SOtJICE: Table 20 and Table 21. I 
" I 
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Table 25. Jurisdictions ranked by the ratio of black 
to white incarceration rates, 1979 

1. Wiso::msin 
2. !\Tebraska 
3. Iowa 
4. Utah 
5. Massachusetts 
6. Minnesota 
7. South Dakota 
8. New M=xico 
9. Arizona 
10. New Jersey 
11. Washington 
12. New York 
13. Connecticut 
14. Maryland 
15. Pennsylvania 
16. Mi.chigan 
17. Idaho 
18. Colorado 
19. F..awaii 
20. Oregon 
21. Ohio 
22. Delaware 
23. Rhode Island 
24. California 
25. Kansas 
26. West Virginia 

22.7 
19.7 
19.0 
17.3 
16.8 
16.4 
16.1 
15.9 
15.6 
15.5 
14.2 
14.0 
12.9 
12.3 
12.2 
11.8 
11.6 
11.3 
11.3 
10.7 
10.2 
10.0 
10.0 

9.5 
9.4 
9.0 

27. Distr=~ct of Columbia 8.7 
28. Texas 8.4 
29. Maine 7.9 
30. Virginia 7. 8 
31. Illinois 7.6 
32. Vermont 7.5 
33. Missouri 6.8 
34. wuisiana 6 . 5 
35. Nevada 6.1 
36. Oklahara 5 • 8 
37. WYoming 5.8 
38. Indiana 5.7 
39. Florida 5.4 
40. Arkansas 5.0 
41. Alabana 4.5 
42. Tennessee 4.5 
43. Kentucky 4.3 
44. New H:aIrpshire 4 .1 
45. North Carolina 4.1 
46. MOntana 4.0 
47. Georgia 3.9 
48. Mississippi 3.5 
49. Alaska 3.0 
50. South Carolina 2.8 
51. North Dakota 1. 7 

8OUFCE: Table 20 and Table 21. 

- 27 -

CHANGES FROM 1973 - 79 

Disturbing trends noted 

Analysis of the data presented reveals that incarceration rates 

increased substantially in every region from 1973-79. The black rate 

rose by 47.9 percent and the white rate by 40.6 percent. The greatest 

increases 'Were recorded in the North Central region, where inprisonrre.nt 

rates for all races, rose by 67.2 percent, the black rate by 5B.9 percent, 

and the white rate by 69.5 percent. The smallest increases occurred in 

the West, where the white rate rose by 5.2 percent, the black rate by 9.9 

percent, and the rate for all races by 23.7 percen,t. 

Northeast 

Table 26. Percentage increase in incarceration 
rates by race and region, 1973-1979 

White Black All races 

58.9 42.3 46.6 
North Central 69.5 58.9 67.2 
South 50.9 52,1 48.2 
West 5.2 9.9 23.7 
U.S. 40.6 47.9 49.2 

SOURCE: Table 6 and Table 18. 

'f',.. si.llu.lar pattern emerged when the change in disparity between black 

and white incarceration rates fram 1973 to 1979 was examined. Again, the 

North Central region was the leader with an increase of 190. 7 persons per 

100,000, while the West registered the smallest increase in disparity (48.4). 

For all the United States, the difference between black and white incarceration , 

rates increased by 157.3 persons per 100,000 from 1973 to 1979. During 

the period studied, CJ"Verrepresentation of blacks in state correctional 

facilities continued to increase, and at a substantial rate. 

, 
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Table 27. 'Ihe change in disparity between black 
and white incarceration rates1 
by region, 1973-1979 

1979 1973 Change in d:i.sparity disparity disEarity 
Northeast 
North Central 
South 

447.4 
520.9 
457.6 

317.2 130.2 
330.2 190.7 
300.4 West 

u.s. 
157.2 435.9 387.5 48.4 479.0 321.7 157.3 

lcorrputed as fo11o;'lS: 
[Black Incarceration.R3.te (1979) - White Incarceration 
Rate (1979)] - (Black Incarooration Rate (1973) - White 
Incarceration Rate (1973»). 

This quantity answers the question: How many rrore 
blacks :=rum.whites ~ irrprisoned ~ IOO,ooo clVITian 
J?O:e.ulation ~ ~ ~ corrpared to ~ number in 1973? 

SOURcE: Table 10 and Table 22. 

Change by state 

Ranking of the jurisdictions by the change in disparity be~ the black 

and white incarceration rates from 1973 to 1979 revealed a widening gap 

in rrost states in the extent to which blacks are inprisoned oorrpared to whites. 

A total of forty-seven jur~sdictions reported increased disparity, whereas 

four registered a decrease in the level of disproportionali ty • These four 

states were Colorado, Alabama, Indiana and North Dakota. 

The largest increase in the change in disparity OCcurred in Idaho, 

where the gap grew by 850.4 persons per 100,000. In three states the increase 

was rrore than 600, in five it was rrore than 500, in twelve jurisdictions 

it was nore than 400, and .in fifteen it was rrore fu::m 300. A najority of 

jurisdictions recorCled an increase of 148.9 or rrore in disparity fran 1973 

to 1979. 
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Table 28. Jurisdictions ranked by the change in 
disparity between black and white incar
ceration rates, 1973-1979 

1. Idaho 
2. South Dakotq. 
3. Washington 
4. Delaware 
5. Nevada 
6. District of Columbia 
7. Connecticut 
8. West Virginia 
9. Vernont 
10. New Maxico 
11. Oregon 
12. A!.-izona 
13. Wisconsin 
14. Michigan 
15. Iowa 
16. Ohio 
17. Utah 
18. Virginia 
19. Hawaii 
20. Texas 
21. Maine 
22. IDuisiana 
23. Florida 
24. Kansas 
25. South Carolina 
26. New York 

850.4 
657.6 
611.2 
598.4 
569.0 
471.2 
469.0 
456.4 
429.7 
424.1 
401.9 
400.0 
393.5 
344.9 
311.0 
283.1 
263.8 
246.9 
229.0 
222.8 
215.9 
190.2 
184.9 
155.7 
155.2 
148.9 

27. Tennessee 
28. North Carolina 
29. Illinois 
30. Rhode Island 
31. New Hanpshire 
32. Missouri 
33. Maryland 
34. New Jersey 
35. Arkansas 
36. !'-:lassachusetts 
37. Mississippi 
38. Alaska 
39. C£orgia 
40. Wyoming 
41. Montana 
42. Oklahoma 
43. Pennsylvania 
44. l\Tebraska 
45. california 
46. Kentucky 
47. Minnesota 
48. Colorado 
49. Alabama 
50. Indiana 
51. l\Torth Dakota 

SOURCE: Table 12 and Table 24. 

146.7 
120.2 
118.9 
117.2 
106.9 

94 .• 6 
92.5 
91.6 
89.8 
84.9 
83.2 
74.5 
58.2 
42.7 
33.6 
32.8 
27.5 
22.8 
11.3 
3.6 
0.2 

-6.1 
-18.4 
-19.7 
-77.2 
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THE SEX VARIABLE 

Black rrales vastly overrepresented 

When one considers that about 96 percent of all prisoners in state 

correctional facilities are males, the degree of disparity l::lecarrEs much 

larger. Although females outn1..lrCber males by a considerable margin in 

the society as a whole, males are very strongly overrepresented arrong the 

prison population. 

Table 29. U • S. population est:i.rrates (in thousands) 
by raCE, sex and region, 1976 

WHITE BLACK TOTAL ALL RACES 

Male Fernale Male Female Male Female 

Nort-..heast 21,190 22,603 2,007 2,468 23,466 25,354 
N. Central 25,195 26,370 2,360 2,671 27,758 29,263 
South 26,480 28,056 6,119 6,677 32,889 35,060 
~est 16,592 17,148 951 1,041 18,500 19,224 
U.S. 89,458 94,178 11,438 12,859 102,614 108,902 

SOURCE: Table E r Appendix 

Table 30. U.S. state prison population by race, 
sex and region, 1978 

WHITE BLACK TOTAL ALL RACES 
Male Fernale Male Female Male Ferrale 

Northeast 20,318 551 20,707 680 41,184 1,238 
N.Central 29,932 935 28,140 1,182 59,328 2,374 
South 57,018 2,137 67,801 3,041 125,525 5!213 
West 28,155 1,324 9,821 606 39,870 2,067 
U.S. 135,423 4,947 126,469 5,509 265,907 10,892 

SOURCE: Table F, Appendix 
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.About 48.5 percent of the U.S. population was male and 51.5 percent 

was female, according to the govenurent' s estimates. Yet 96.1 percent of 

the prison population in state correctional facilities ~ rra1es in 1978, 

whereas only 3.9 percent were ferna1es. Although black males accounted 

fur only 5.4 percent of the total U.s. population, they carrprised 45.7 

percent of the prison population. 

Table 31. Percent distribution of the estimated U. S. 
population by raCE, sex and region, 1976 

Northeast 
North Central 
South 
west 
U.S. 

Northeast 
North Central 
South 
West 
U.S. 

WHITE BLACK TOTAL ALL RACES 

Male FemaJ_e Male Female Male Female 
10.0 10.7 <r:9 1.2 11.1 12.0 
11.9 12.5 1.1 1.3 13.1 13.8 
12.5 13.3 2.9 3.2 15.5 16.6 

7.8 8.1 0.4 0.5 8 1 7 9.L 
42.3 44,,5 5.4 6.1 48.5 51.5 

SOURCE: Table 29 

Table 32. Percent distribution of the U. S. state 
prison population by race, sex and region, 
1978 

WHITE 

Male 
f":'J 
10.8 
20.6 
10.2 
48.9 

Female 
0.2 
0.3 
0.8 
0.5 
1.8 

BLACK 

~ Female 
7.5 0.2 

10.2 0.4 
24.5 1.1 

3.5 0.2 
45.7 2.0 

SOURCE: Table 30 

TOTAL ALL RACES 

Male 
14.9 
21.4 
45.3 
14.4 
96.1 

Female 
0.4 
0.9 
1.9 
0.7 
3.9 

This rreans that the incarceration rates for black males are nore than 

double those fo.t' blacks in general. For the entire U.S., these rates were 

1,105.7 and 544.1 per 100,000 respectively. Of the various regions, the 

North Central states showed the highE:Jt overrepresentation, at 1,192.4 and 

580. 4 respectively. The South was second, with 1,108.0 and 558.1 respecti vel i , 

" 
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in prison. The W::st registered 1,032.7 per 100,000 of its black rrales 

incarCErated, carpa:r.ed to 497.5 of its total black population; and the 

Northeast was close behind, at 1,031. 7 and 484.1 respectively. For the 

entire nation and within each region, nore than one of every 100 black 

males was in prison at the end of 1978. 

I 

Northeast 
North Central 
South 
West 

u.s. 

1,031. 7 
1,192.4 
1,108.0 
1,032.7 

1,105.7 

SOURCE: Table 29 and Table 30 

When the incarCEration rates for black males were examined by j uris

diction, for 1978, the nost reoent date for which such data was available, 

sarre very large variation was evident. A majority of jurisdictions slLowed a 

rate of 1,118.0 or nore per 100,000, and the rate of 1,000 or nore appeared 

in a total of thirty-three jurisdictions. In three states, it was over 

2,000. They were Washington (.2,408.6), Arizona (2,210.3), and Alaska 

(2,200.0) • 

Seven states registered an irrprisonrrEnt rate of 600.0 or less, and 

in b;o states the rate was 225. 7 or less. 
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. Table: 34. Incarceration rates for black males, ranked 
by jurisdiction, 1978 

1. Washington 2,408.6 27. Minnesota 1,114.8 
2. Arizona 2,210.3 28. !-iassachusetts 1,107.7 
3. Alaska 2,200.0 29 .. New York 1,076.5 
4. Iowa 1,972 .2 30. Georgia 1,039.7 
5. Nevada 1,963.2 31. New Jersey 1 1,006.3 
6. Delaware 1,961.1 32. South Dakota 1,006.0 
7. Nebraska 1,834.8 33. Missouri 1,002.9 
8. Utah 1,775.0 34. louisiana 975.0 
9. Michigan 1,734.7 35. South Carolina 954.5 

10. Wisconsin 1,734.2 36. Pennsylvania 879.2 
11. New M9xico 1,720.0 37. California 870.1 
12. Florida 1,577.0 38. Tennessee 845.7 
13. Oregon 1,520.0 39. Indiana 819.0 
14. Maryland 1,509.8 40. Illinois 810.3 
15. Texas 1,438.9 41. Maine 800.0 
16. Ohio 1,399.6 42. Arkansas 736.7 
17. Connecticut 1,378.6 43. Alabama 661.6 
18. Oklahoma 1,372.3 44. Kentucky 644.2 
19. Idahol 1,301. 7 45. New Hampshire 600.0 
20. Rhode Island 1,266.7 46. Montana 500.0 
21. NJrth Carolina 1,246.5 47. Mississippi 463.8 
22. Virginia 1,233.1 48. North Dakota 400.0 
23. Colorado 1,211.4 49. Hawaii 350.0 
24. Kansas 1,208.2 50. Venront1 225.7 
25. West Virginia 1,200.0 51. Wyoming 0.0 
26. District of Colurrbia 1,118.0 

~ 1976 estirrates for the numt:er of black males in the 
c.l.vilian population of these states are available. Rates were 
computed insb;ad of using the 1970 Census figures. 

SaJRCE: Table E and Table F, Appendix 
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CONCLUSION 

Afro-Americans have experienced a higher rate of incar-

ceration than whites since at least the nineteenth century, 

when they were emancipated from chattel slavery. Writing in 

1833, Gustave de Beaumont and Alexis de Tocqueville noted in 

their classic report, On the Penitentiary System in the United 

States and Its Application in France, that the great majority 

of black persons living in the American South were kept as 

slaves, while "in those states in which there exists one Negro 

to thirty whites, the prisons contain one Negro to four white 

3 persons." 

Data circulated in 1979 showed that, in 1973, blacks were 

strongly over-represented among prison populations throughout 

the United States. The authors' own analysis has confirmed 

those basic findings" a:lld more recent data, for 1978 and 1979, 

indicate that the problem has grown 'IIV'Orse, not better, during 

the last several years. 

The need exists for more detailed study of the problem, 

which is clea~ly massive and national in scope. Statistics 

must be obtained and analyzed which explore the connection, if 

any, between crime rates and rates of incarceration, particularly 

as they involve blacks. However, it should be pointed out that 

black overrepresentation in arrest statistics may not be sufficien. 

4 
to explain raci~lly disproportionate rates of imprisonment. 

t ; • 
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Indeed, it is likely that racial discrimination in the 

criminal justice process may be a significant factor in deter
S 

mining why blacks, are sent to prison so much more than whites. 

The possibility already exists for massive legal action 

which is designed to raise established constitutional principlt""s 

by'which a prima f~cie case of invidious racial discrimination 
6 

might be asserted. 

'There is an urgen't need for full-scale si:udies designed to 

igentify both the factors contributing to the extraordinarily 

high black incarceration rate, and the effects of that impriso 

policy upon b+ack Americans, i.e. the black family. Strategif 

also need to be developed for reducing the disproportionate 

and greatly increasing overrepresentation of black males in 

prisons throughout the nation. 

i 
11 

, 
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FOOTNOTES 

1. See D~nba~gh6 "Racially Disproportionate Rates of Incar
ceratlon ln the United States," Prison Law Monitor 1 (9) 
(1979): 1-4. -, 

20 C~ris~ianson, IIc~rrecti~ns Law Developments: Legal Imp
llcatlons of Racla11y Dlsproportionate Incarceration 
Rates," ~riminal Law Bulletin, 16 (1) (Jan. -F.eb 1980)' 
at 59-60. • . 

3. Gustave de Beaumont and Alexis de Tocqueville, On the 
Penitentiary System in the .Unl'ted Stat d It--A---' - - .~~~ __ ~=e=s ~ ___ s ppllcation 
in France (1833) at 93. ~~==~~~ 

4. See, e.g., William G. Nagel, "On Behalf of a Moratorium on 
Prison Co~strl.lCtion, II Crime & Delinquency 23 (1977); Jack 
Nage~, Crlme and Incarceration: A Reanalysis (School of 
Pub11C and Urban Policy, University of Pennsylvania 1977)' 
James Garofalo, Social Structure and Rates of Impri~orunent~ 
A Research Note (Research Center East, National Council on 
Crime and Delinquency, 1979); Scott Christianson and David 
Parry~ ~lacks an~ Crime: An Annotated Bibliography (School 
ofCrlmlna1 Justlce, S.U.N.Y. at Albany, 1980). 

5. A,com~rehensive bibliography tracing the processing of 
mln~rlty persons through the criminal justice system is 
avallab1e from the School of Criminal JustCeo See Scott 
Christianson and Barry DeFoe, Minorities and the Criminal 
Justice Process (1980). ------

6. See note 2 supra, and part 2 of the same article, scheduled 
for pUblication in the November-December 1980 issue. 

-·1\1 
1~ 
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Table A. U. S. PJPulation by raCE, region and 
jurisdiction, 1970 

Northeast •• eo •••••••••••••• 

.r.1a.ine .................. __ ... 
New Hampsmire .•••••••••••• 
Venront .............. 0 •• " •• 

Massachusetts •••••••••••• 
Rhode Island ••••••••••••• 
Conn.ecticut •••••••••••• II • 

New York ••••••••••••••••• 
!\Jew Jersey •••...••••••• 0 • 

Pennsylvania •••••••.••••• 

North Central & ••••••••••••• 

Omo ...................... .. 
Iriliana II ..................... . 

I~llinois ..................... . 
Micll.igaI1 ••• II ..... " ......... .. 

WiS<:::ClIlSID ................." ~ 
Mi.nnesota ......... II • II ........ . 

IC1itVa II ........ _ ••• 0 .............. .. 

Missouri ................... . 
North ~akota ••••••••.•••• 
South Dakota ••••••••• ~ ••• 
Nebraska ................... .. 
Ka11sas ........................ .. 

White 

44,310,504 

985,276 
733,106 
442,553 

5,477,624 
914,757 

2,835,458 
15,834,090 

6,349,908 
10,737i732 

51,641,183 

9,646,997 
4,820,324 
9,600,381 
7,833,474 
4,258,959 
3,736,038 
2,782,762 
4,177,495 

599,485 
630,333 

1,432,867 
2,122,068 

South •••••••••••••••••••••• 50,520,108 

I.>relaware ........... a II •••• '!I 

Ma.zy laIld ." ....... II ........ . 

District of Columbia ••••• 
Virginia ..................... . 
V\est Virginia ••.••••••••• 

'NOrth Carolina ............ . 
South Carolina ........... . 
Georgia •••••••••••••••••• 
Florida 0 ......... II ............. .. 

KentucJcy- ....................... .. 
'remlessee .,.. ............ 0 .. .. 

.A:Lab.arna. ...... II • .. II .. II .. • • • '. • • • 

Mississippi •• ~ ••••••••••• 
.Arkan.sas ................... . 
IDuisiBIla ................ ••• 
Oklallc:)Illi3. •• II . . til • • .. • .. • • • • II . 
':re.>ea.s II............. II . • . . . II • • 

466,459 
3,194,888 

209,272 
3,761,514 
1,673,480 
3,901,767 
1,794,430 
3,391,242 
5,719,343 
2,981,766 
3,293,930 
2,533,831 
1,393,283 
1,565,915 
2,541,498 
2,280,362 
9,717,128 

Black 'Ibtal all races 

4,344,153 49,040,703 

2,800 
2,505 

761 
175,817 

25,338 
181,177 

2,168,949 
770,292 

1,016,514 

992,048 
737,681 
444,330 

5,689,170 
946,725 

3,031,709 
18,236,967 

7,168,164 
11,793,909 

4,571,550 56,571,663 

970,477 
357,464 

1,4;Z5,674 
991,066 
128,224 

34,868 
32,596 

480,172 
2,494 
1,627 

39,911 
106,977 

10,652,017 
5,193,669 

11,113,976 
8,875,083 
4,417,731 
3,804,971 
2,824,376 
4,676,501 

617,761 
665,507 

1,483,493 
2,246,578 

11,969,961 62,795,367 

78,276 
699,479 
537,712 
861,368 
67,342 

1,126,478 
789,041 

1,187,149 
1,041,651 

230,793 
621,261 
903,467 
815,770 
352,445 

1,086,832 
171,892 

1,399,005 

548,104 
3,922,399 

756,510 
4,648,494 
1,744,237 
5,082,059 
2,590,516 
4,589,575 
6,789,443 
3,218,706 
3,923,687 
3,444,165 
2,.216,912 
1,923,295 
3,641,306 
2,559,229 

11,196,730 

- a::mtinued -
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Table A (continued) 

White 

West •••••••••••••••••••••• 31,377,180 

bl"tarla II....... 0 .. • • • • • • • • • • 

Idallo • • • • • • & .. • .. • .. • • • • • • • 

~cxn.ing ............. 0 ..... . 

(k)lorado •• (I .................... . 

New ~xioo .................. .. 
.Arizona .... 0 ................. . 

.Vta1:l .......................... . 
Nevada •••••••••••••••••• 
Washington .................. .. 
Oregon .......................... .. 
california .••••••••••.•• 
.A:Laska 
F..awaii 

......................... 

................. -. ...... .. 

663,043 
698,802 
323,024 

2,112,352 
915,815 

1,604,948 
1,031,926 

448,177 
3,251,055 
2,032,079 

17,761,032 
236,767 
298,160 

United States ..... 177,748,975 

Black 

1,694,625 

1,995 
2,130 
2,568 

66,411 
19,555 
53,344 

6,617 
27,762 
71,308 
26,308 

1,400,143 
8,,911 
7,573 

22,580,289 

Total 

34,804,193 

694,409 
712,567 
332,416 

2,207,259 
1,016,000 
1,770,900 
1,059,273 

488,738 
. 3,409,169 

3,409,169 
19,953,134 

300,382 
768,561 

203,211,926 

SOURCE: U.-S. Bureau of the Census, 1970 
Census of ?9,pulation, Vol. 1, Part 1, Sect. 1;P:- 294. 

" 
I, 
11 
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Table B. U.S. state prison population by race, 
region and jurisdiction, 1973 

N::lrtreast .................. 
Maine ••• g •••••••••••• II • II • 

New Hampshire ••••••••••••• 
VentlOIlt •••• 0 •• 0 •••••• It ..... 

Massachusetts ••••••••••••• 
Bhode Island •••••••••••••• 
Connecticut •••••••••• 0 •••• 

~ Yorkl •••••••••••••••• 
NevI Jersey2 ............... . 
P~~ylvania3 •.•.•..••••• 

Nort.h Central • • • • • • • 0. ••••••• 

Ohio •••••••••••••••••••••• 
IndiaIla •.•••••• ". II •••••••• 

Illinois •••••••••••••••••• 
.Michigatl •••••••••••••••••• 
Wiscc:>nsm •••• It •••••••••••• 

.Mirll1esota o... 6 • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

I<JYla •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Missouri ••••••••••••••••••. 
North Dakota •••••••••••••• 
South Dakotrl ••••••••••••• 
,!\lebraska 4 ••••••••••• III ••••• 

Karlsas, ,., ................... . 

Sc:>uth •••••••••••••• ., •••••••• 

l)elaware •••••• 0 •••••••••• II 

Marylarld •• I) ••••• " ...... " ..... 

District of Coltnnbia •••••• 
Virginia ..................... . . .. 3 West Vlrglnla •••••••••••• 
NOrth Carolina •••••••••••• 
South Carolina 2 •••.••••• ~ •• 
Georgia ................. III ........ .. 

Florida •••••••• ft •••••••••• 

I<entucJ.cy .................... .. 
'l'erlrl.e-ssee ............... It .... .. 
A1.abarra 3, 4 , 5 ....................... . 
Mississippi ••••••••••••••• 
.Ar"kaIlSas ............................... ' 
IDu:Lsia.Ila .!) ...................... " 

Oklal1CL~ ....................... . 
~6 ........ ~ • ., ••• It ...... u .... . 

White 

10,246 

484 
242 
184 

1,381 
292 
382 

:",429 
1,610 
2,242 

18,110 

3,439 
1,986 
2,369 
3,318 
1,243 
1,046 
1,112 
1,716 

134 
170 
578 
999 

33,562 

110 
1,352 

87 
2,041 

830 
4,323 
1,394 
3,012 
3,950 
2,104 
1,655 
1,505 

729 
913 

1,035 
2,198 
6,324 

Race 'Ibtal 
Black Unknown all races 

14,785 

10 
1 
1 

682 
96 

374 
7,324 
2,818 
3,479 

16,701 

3,703 
1,427 
3,228 
4,747 

697 
228 
269 

1,628 
3 
5 

276 
490 

43,933 

166 
3,869 
1,973 
2,987 

150 
5,341 
1,975 
5,250 
5,053 

783 
1,347 
2,447 
1,251 

830 
2,572 

869 
7,070 

2,788 

7 
4 

1,102 

1,243 
432 

1,287 

843 

12 

1 
428 

2 
1 

2,018 

5 
13 

2 

4 
1,336 

11 
287 

2 
1 

10 
20 

327 

29,656 

505 
243 
185 

2,072 
394 

1,860 
12,573 

5,671 
6,153 

36,712 

7,999 
3,443 
5,611 
8,115 
2,046 
1,416 
1,409 
3,779 

162 
256 
928 

1,548 

82,565 

276 
5,231 
2,072 
5,041 

982 
9,895 
3,369 
8,266 

10,347 
2,906 
3,289 
3,952 
1,985 
1,744 
3,617 
3,304 

16,289 

- oontinied -

" 
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Table B (oontinued) 

Race TCi~:.al 
White Black UnknCMri all races --- ---

West 
••• III ., .......................... .. 

20,400 7,669 205 29,981 

Mai"tarla ............................ .. 231 5 310 
ldal10 ......................... .. 363 4 420 
~ood.ng ... " .............. Q ........ ., • 224 12 284 
Colorado ................. III .......... .. 1,291 361 4 1,863 
!~ ~rico '.0 ................... .. 598 81 699 
.Ariz0I1a6 ..... ., ...................... .. 935 373 7 1~736 
Utall ...................... D ............ .. 450 47 2 512 
Nevada .................... 'It ..... .. 479 146 669 
Washington ......... a ............ .. 2,122 500 ' 74 2,575 
Ol:"eg"on .............. G • • .. • .. .. .. .. 1,238 212 118 1,593 
california •••.•••••••••• 12,317 5,894 18,534 
Alaska 
Hawaii 

...... III ...................... . 

............................... 
94 
58 

28 175 
6 311 

'IDTAL 

united States 82,318 83,088 6,298 178,914 

SOURCE: U.S. Departnent of Justice, Census of Prisoners 
in State Cbrrectional Facilities 1973. 

Iprisoners of Puerto Rican background are oounted in the 
category "other," while the rerra.in.ing stat.es classify them as 
either "white" or "black." 

2prisoners of races other than "white" or "black" are rounted 
as "black," resulting in a dichotonw, Le. wh:Lte/non-white. 

~isoners of races other than "white" or "black" are counted 
as "white," result.1.ng in a dichot:onw, i.e., non-black/black. 

4Nebraska and Alabama 'Were the only states to reIX>rt on inmat.es 
sentenced to a maximum term of at least one year. The rena.ining 
jurisdictions provided information on offenders sentenced to a max
imum term of at least 011e year and one day. 

5Data are reported as of Sept. 30, 1973. 

6prisoners of Mexican background are count.ed in the category 
"other," while the renaining jurisdictions classify the.'11 as either 
white or black. 

, 

" f 
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Table C. Percent distributions of U.S. state populations 
by race, region and jurisdiction, 1970 

White Black 

N:)rtheast 90.4 8.9 

Maine 99.3 0.3 New Hanpshire 99.4 0.3 
Venront 99.6 0.2 Massachusetts 96.3 3.1 Rhode Island 96.6 2.7 
Connecticut 93.5 6.0 
New York 86.8 11.9 New Jersey 88.6 10.7 Pennsylvania 91.0 8.6 

North Central 91.3 8.1 
Ohio 90.6 9.1 Indiana 92.8 6.9 Illinois 86.4 12.8 Michigan 88.2 11.2 
Wisconsin 96.4 2.9 Mirmesota 98.2 0.9 Iowa 98.5 1.2 Missouri 89.3 10.3 North Dakota 97.0 0.4 South Dakota 94.7 0.2 
Nebraska 96.6 2.7 
Kansas 94.4 4.8 

South 80.3 19.1 

Delaware 85.1 14.3 MaJ::yland 81.5 17.8 
District of ColUIl:bia 27.6 71.1 Virginia 80.9 18.5 West Virginia 95.9 3.9 
North carolina 76.8 22.2 
South carolina 69.3 30.5 Georgia 73.9 25.9 Florida 84.2 15.3 Kentucky 92.6 7.2 
Tennessee 83.9 15.8 
Alabarra 73.6. t26 •2 Mississippi 62.8 36.8 Arkansas 81.4 18.3 IDuisiana 69.8 29.8 Oklahana 89.1 6.7 
Texas 86.8 12.5 

- mN'!'INOED -

:I 
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Table D. Perrent. distributions of U. S. state prison 
populations by rae:, region and jurisdiction 
1973 ' 

Northeast 

Maine 
New Hampshire 
Vemont 
Massachusetts 
Rhode Island 
Connecticut 
New York 
New Jersey 
Pennsylvania 

N orth Central 

Ohio 
Indiana 
Illinois 
Michigan 
Wisconsin 
Minnesota 
lava 
Missouri 
North Dakota 
South Dakota 
Nebraska 
Kansas 

So uth 

Delaware 
Mal:y1and 
District of Columbia 
Virginia 
West Virginia 
North Carolina 
South Carolina 
Georgia 
Florida 
Kentucky 
Termessee 
Alabawa 
Mississippi 
Arkansas 
wuisiana 
Oklal-}.oma 
Texas 

% Among Prisoners 
Whose Race Is 
Faported 
WHITE . BLACK 

38.1 55.0 

95.8 2.0 
99.6 0.4 
99.5 0.5 
66.9 33.0 
74.9 24.6 
50.4 49.3 
27.3 58.3 
36.4 . 63.6 
39.2 60.8 

51.1 47.1 

48.1 51. 7 
57.7 41.4 
42.3 57.7 
40.9 58.5 
60.8 34.1 
73.9 16.1 
79.0 19.1 
51.2 48.6 
82.7 1.9 
66.9 2.0 
62.4 29.8 
64.5 31. 7 

41. 7 54.5 

39.9 60.1 
25.8 74.0 
4.2 95.5 

40.6 59.4 
84.7 18.1 
43.7 54.0 
41.4 58.6 
36.5 63.5 
43.8 56.1 
72.7 27.0 
55.1 44.9 
38.1 61.9 
36.8 63.1 
52.4 47.6 
28 •. 7 71.3 
66.9 26.5 
39.6 44.3 

% of Prisol lers 
Is 

:ed 
V\bose Race 
l\1ot Report 

9.4 

0.3 
1.0 

59.2 

21.9 
7.0 

3.5 

10.5 

0.2 

0.1 
11.3 

0.8 
0.1 

2.4 

0.2 
0.3 
0.2 

12.9 
0.4 
8.7 

0.1 
0.1 
0.3 
0.6 
2.0 

" 
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Table D. (continood.) 

% Annng Prisoners % Among Prisoners 
Whose Race Is Whose Rae: Is 
Reported Not Faported 
Wtl L'J:<.: RJ!.(lf( 

West 68.5 25.8 0.7 

Montana 74.5 1.6 
Idaho 86.4 1.0 
Wyoming 78.9 4.2 
Colorado 69.4 19.4 0.2 
New M:xico 85.6 11.6 
Arizona 54.1 21.6 0.4 
Utah 88.2 9.2 0.4 
Nevada 71.6 21.8 
Washington 75.8 17.9 2.6 
Oregon 83.9 14.4 7.4 
California 66.5 31.8 
Alaska 53.7 16.0 
Hawaii 18.6 1.9 

'lDTAL 

United States 47.7 48.1 3.5 

SOURCE~! Table B 

I 
I' 
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Northeast 

Maine 
New Hampshire 
Verm:mt 
Massachusetts 
Rhode Island 
Connecticut 
Naw York 
New Jersey 
Pennsylvania 

North Central 

Ohio 
Indiana 
Illinois 
Michigan 
Wisconsin 
Minnesota 
lCMa 
Missouri 
North Dakota 
South Dakota 
Nebraska 
Kansas 

South 

Delaware 
Maryland 

Table £. U.S. population esti.mates (in thousands) by race, sex, region 
and jurisdiction, 1976 

WHITE BLACK ALL RACES 

MALE FEMALE 'IOTAL MALE FEMALE 'IDl'AL MALE FEMALE 'IOTAL 
21,190 22,603 43,793 2,007 2,468 4,476 23,466 25,354 48,820 

501 547 1,049 1 1 2 504 551 1,056 
399 413 812 1 - 2 402 415 817 
227 239 467 - - 1 228 241 469 

2,721 2,794 5,518 91 100 192 2,834 2,917 5,751 
423 454 877 12 13 25 440 472 913 

1,395 1,441 2,836 98 115 213 1,501 1,563 3,065 
7,260 7,996 15,256 974 1,259 2,234 8,399 9,433 17,833 
3,114 3,262 6,377 348 433 782 3,500 3,744 7,244 
5,147 5,449 10,596 477 543 1,021 5,655 6,014 11,669 

25,195 26,370 51,566 2,360 2,671 5,031 27,758 29,263 57,022 

4,669 4,915 9,584 467 536 1,003 5,158 5,475 10?633 
2,386 2,482 4,868 168 187 355 2,569 2,692 5,261 
4,500 4,688 9,189 778 910 1,688 5,330 5:663 10,993 
3,898 4,090 7,989 467 550 1,017 4,402 4,674 9,076 
2,172 2,237 4,409 73 74 147 2,251 2,318 4,570 
1,846 1,943 3,790 27 23 51 1,900 1,989 3,889 
1,381 1,412 2,794 18 16 35 1,405 1,431 2,836 
1,991 2,142 4,133 272 282 555 2,271 2,434 4,706 

305 301 607 1 - 2 311 309 621 
319 324 644 - - 1 333 339 672 
707 762 1,469 23 24 47 736 793 1,529 

1,016 1,069 2,085 61 64 125 1,087 1,141 2,228 

26,480 28,056 54,536 6,119 6,677 ~2,797 32,889 35,060 67,950 

242 249 494 36 40 77 283 292 576 
1,552 1,613 3,166 387 454 842 1,966 2,092 4,058 

Dist. of Columbia 84 94 178 239 258 497 330 362 693 
Virginia 1,989 2,083 4,072 384 395 779 . 2,400 2,513 4,914 
West Virginia 861 892 1,753 15 22 37 I 877 915 1,793 

- continued -

". 

, 

\ 

t' 



~~---.-, .. ,......~ ... - - - -- -~---

~ , I 

WHITE BLACK ALL RACES 

MALE FEM.M.E TOTAL MALE FENALE 'lOTAL MALE FEMALE TOTAL 

North Carolina 1,985 2,060 4,045 550 655 1,206 2,600 2,781 5,382 
South Cal.u1ina 915 971 1,887 422 458 881 1,345 1,439 2,785 
Georgia 1,718 1,821 3,539 625 710 1,336 2,361 2,548 4,910 
Florida 3,411 3,710 7,122 644 675 1,319 4,075 4,422 8,497 
Kentucky 1,491 1,571 3,062 147 148 296 1,647 1,727 3,374 
Tennessee 1,681 1,808 3(490 313 374 687 1,999 2,186 4,185 
Alabana 1,268 1,349 2,617 471 488 959 1,748 1,841 3,589 
Mississippi 734 755 1,489 401 428 829 1,139 1,189 2,329 
Arkansas 824 923 1,747 177 189 366 1,005 .1,120 2,125 
Iouisiana 1,308 1,351 2,660 523 547 1,070 1,838 1,907' 3,745 
Oklahoma 1,164 1,244 2,408 83 95 179 1,294 1,386 2,681 
Texas 5,243 5,555 10,799 696 732 1,428 5,974 6,333 12,307 

West 16,592 17,148 33,740 951 1,041 1,992 18,500 19,224: 37,724 

Montana 355 365 721 2 1 3 370 376 747 
Idaho 408 405 814 - - - 415 41:2 828 
Wyaning 184 180 364 1 1 3 189 186 376 
Colorado 1,201 1,225 2,427 44 45 89 1,254 1,282 2,537 
New Mexico 503 513 1,017 10 10 20 562 592 1,155 
Arizona 1,038 1,056 2,095 29 29 58 1,125 1,lij8 2,274 
Utah 593 606 1,199 4 3 8 604 617 1,221 
Nevada 272 272 545 19 19 38 300 301 601 
Washington 1,639 1,698 3,338 35 32 67 1,722 1,781 3,503 
Oregon 1,069 1,139 2,209 15 14 30 1,111 1,181 2,292 
California 9,047 9,432 18,479 775 873 1,648 10,235 10,761 20,996 
Alaska 144 129 274 8 6 15 180 165 345 
Ha.waii 132 122 254 4 2 6 427 415 842 

IDrAL '.-1--. 

United States 89,458 94,178 183,637 11,438 12,859 24,297 102,614 108,902 211,517 

SOURCE: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Series P-20, 
No. 334, "Derrographic, Social and Economic Profile of States: Spring 1976," pp. 
10-18. 

NCY.rE: - indicates that the population est.in1ates rounds to' zero. 

, 

'\ 
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Table F. U.S. sta,te prison popula;t,i.o,.'1 by race f sex, region 
and jurisdiction, 1978 

WHITE BLACK ALL RACES 

.MALE F.EMl\LE 'IOTAL MALE FElW..E TOl'AL RACE JNKNlMIN IDTAL 
1 

~"brtheast 20,318 5.51 20,869 20,707 680 21,386 141 42,422 

Maine 676 15 691 8 0 8 0 711 
Ns'l Hampshire 270 6 276 6 0 6 0 283 Venront 452 11 463 1 0 1 0 464 
If.assachusetts 1,725 53 1,778 1,008 42 1,050 0 2,833 
Rl10de niland 478 8 486 152 5 J57 20 664 
Cow..ecticut 2,007 69 2,076 1,351 601 1,411 ° 3,489 
New York 9,032 211 9,243 10,485 340 10,825 121 20,189 
New Jersey 2,191 68 2,259 3,502 108 3,610 0 5,869 
Pen.11Syl vania 3,487 110 3,597 4,194 125 4,319 0 7,920 

North Central 29,932 935 30,867 28,140 1,182 29,322 807 61,702 

Ohio 6,033 215 6,248 6,536 323 6,859 0 13,107 
Indiana 3,373 98 3,472 1,376 71 1,447 4 4,923 
Illinois 4,544 106 4,650 6,304 220 6,524 0 11,258 i\1ichigan 5,590 115 5,705 8,101 293 8,394 787 14,944 ,y'isconsin 1,926 69 1,995 1,266 76 1,342 0 3,433 
lY1in..l1esota 1,421 67 1,488 301 17 318 14 1,965 Iowa 1,603 59 1,662 355 19 374 2 2,065 lYJissouri 2,727 91 2,818 2,728 91 2,819 0 5,637 North Dakota 159 3 162 4 0 4 0 200 :30uth Dakota 362 13 375 10 0 10 0 532 Nebraska 787 43 830 422 32 454 0 1,347 Kansas 1,406 56 1,462 737 40 777 0 2,291 

South 57,018 2,137 59,155 67,801 3,041 70,842 167 130,738 

0, o , 7 

Delaware 555 25 580 706 39 745 0 1,325 Maryland 1,854 51 1,905 5,843 193 6,036 13 7,966 Dist. of Col. 84 5 89 2,672 54 2,726 29 2,844 Virginia 3,226 127 3,353 4,735 231 4,966 25 8,344 Tl\Test Virginia 976 19 995 180 9 189 0 1,185 Nort..~ carolina 5,571 190 5,761 6,856 321 7,177 0 13,252 South Carolina 3,054 132 3,.186 4,028 178 4,206 0 7,396 C-€Orgia 4,308 219 4,527 6,498 329 6,827 49 11,403 Florida 9,775 303 10,078 10,156 534 10,690 0 20,773 Kentucky 2,332 67 2,399 947 44 991 0 3,390 'Iennessee 2,927 136 3,063 2,647 125 2,772 0 5,835 A.labama. 2,097 100 2,197 3,116 158 3,274 0 5,472 Mississippi 925 37 962 1,860 73 1,933 0 2,896 Arkansas 1,207 45 1,252 1,304 49 1,353 0 2,605 Louisiana 1,984 72 2,056 5,099 136 5,235 0 7,291 Oklahoma 2,588 99 2,687 1,139 73 1,212 51 4 p 186 Texas 13 555 510 14 065 1 015 495 10 510 24 5 5 

- continued -

Y\est 

.M::mtana 
Idaho 
~ycrning 
Colorado 
Newr-Exico 
Arizona 
Utah 
Nevada 
Washington 
Oregon 
california 
Alaska 
Hawaii 

'IOTAL 
U.S. 
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Table F. (continued) 

'A L L RACES 
WHITE I BLACK -'\ l ~ 7.I("'R .-
~ ~l.E 'IOTAL MALE FEMALE 'JXY.rAL ~ 

28,155 1,324 ~~,479 9,821 606 10,427 564 

558 14 572 10 0 10 0 
727 25 752 17 2 19 0 
414 14 428 0 1 1 0 

1,862 46 1,908 533! 18 551 0 
1,325 54 1,379 172 10 182 0 
2,478 124 2,602 641 42 683 63 

788 26 814 71 5 76 0 
869 37 906 373 35 408 0 

3,228 145 3,373 843 71 914 75 
2,417 81 2,498 228 32 260 27 

12,968 732 13,700 6,743 379 7,1~2 111 
441 22 463 176 9 185 7 

80 4 84 14 2 16 281 

I 

135,423 4,947 140,370 h26 , 469 5,509 \131,978 1,679 

SOURCE: u. S. Depa.rt:rcent of Justice, Prisoners 
in State and Federal Insti tutions ~ DeCeIllber 31, 
1978. -

I 
'IOTAL 
41,937 

690 
802 
433 

2,486 
1,593 
3,456 

911 
1,350 
4,563 
2,891 

21,325 
712 
725 

276,799 

, 

- . 
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Table G. U.S. state prison population by race, region 
and ju.:dscliction, 1979 

WHITE BrACK ALL RACES 

NJrtheast 16,054 21,667 43,291 

Maine 798 12 821 
New ~shire 294 3 303 
Venn:mt 376 6 385 
Massachusetts 1,565 914 2,636 
Rhode Island 454 129 599 
Cormecticut 1,573 1,528 3,561 
New York 5,457 11,185 20,907 
New Jersey2 1,898 3,611 6,161 
Pennsylvania 3,639 4,279 7,918 

Nort.h Central 30,674 29,199 61,841 

Ohio 6,566 6,997 13,643 
Indiana 3,469 1,454 4,955 
Illinois 4,478 6,234 10,910 
Michigan 5,766 8,682 15,190 
Wisconsin 1,845 1,396 3,438 
Minnesota 1,540 340 2,075 
Iewa 1,698 405 2,185 
Missouri 2,790 2,553 5,364 
North Dakota 178 1 202 
South Dakota 400 10 570 
Nebraska 531 334 983 
Kansas 1,413 793 2,326 

South 54,805 71,417 132,465 

Delaware 488 759 1,248 
Maryland 1,690 5,529 7,243 
Dist. of Co1urrbia3 185 4,475 4,662 
Virginia 3,221 4,818 8,068 
West Virginia 1,353 258 1,611 
North Carolina 6,412 7,742 14,529 
South Carolina 3,402 4,476 7,930 
Georgia 4,998 7,386 12 q 391 
Florida 9,833 9,747 19,583 
Kentucky 2,524 1,050 3,576 
Tenr.essee 3 11 159 2,774 5,970 
Alabama 1,487 2,444 3,933 
Mississippi 1,106 2,144 3,261 
Arkansas 1,154 1,219 2,373 
I.ouisiana4 1,882 4,890 7,550 
Oklahcma 2,220 I 9SG 3,439 
Texas ·9,691 ! 10 0 750 25,098 

I t 

I 

I 
~ 
, .J-
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Table G. (continood) 

WHITE BrACK ALL RACES 

West 20,771 9,911 40,175 

M::m.tana 605 10 738 , 
761 Idaho 23 895 

Wyoming5 337 16 444 
Colorad06 1,119 465 2,272 
New M9x.ico 529 165 1,672 
Arizona 1,492 645 3,250 
Utah 683 79 921 
Nevada 1,045 446 1,602 
Washington 3,162 899 4,513 
Oregon 2,610 381 3,285 

Califogma7 7,870 6,684 19,318 
487 79 773 Alaska 

Hawaii 71 19 532 

TOrAL 122,304 132,194 277,772 

SOURCE: National Insti tute ~f COrrectio~ survey, 1979. 

KUrES: lvex:m::mt does not include 22 prisoners on "extended furlough. II 

2NeW Jersey did not report race for 222 prisoners. 

3District figures include 1,002 D.C. COde violators in federal 
prisons (W-84, B-918, NA-O, 0-0). Also included were l,4P7 prisoners 
in the District of COlumbia jail, of wham 614 ~re sentenced, 672 were 
unsentenced, and 201 were parole violators. 

jails. 
4IDuisiana did not report race for 722 state prisoners in parish 

5 .. . k 1 Wyonu.ng mcluded pr~soners on war re ease. 

6Colorado did not include 257 "off-grounds" prisoners. 

7 california did not inclu:1e 3,216 prisoners who ~ not housed 
in regular prison facilities (1,570 in reception centers, 69 in 
controlled substances treat:rrent control units, and 1,277 in other 
miscellaneous. facilities). 

8 
Alaska included 178 state prisoners in federal prisons (W-

101, B-31, NA-42, 0-4). 'l11e nurrd::>er of prisoners in Alaska's state 
prisons was computed from the 10/1/79 population on the b.'1Sis of the 
racial averages for Fiscal Year 1979 (W-65%, or 386, B-8% or 48, NA-
26% or 155, 0-1% or 6). Also incltrled 'Were pre-sentenced prisoners 
and convicted misderreanants. .... 
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Table H. Percent distributions of estimated u.s. state 
populations by race, sex, region and juris
diction, 1976 

Northeast 

Maine 
New Hampshire 
Vermont 
Massachusetts 
Rhode Island 
Connecticut 
New York 
New Jersey 
Pennsylvania 

North Central 

Ohio 
Indiana 
Illinois 
Michigan 
Wisconsin 
!~innesota 

Iowa 
Missouri 
North Dakota 
South Dakota 
Nebraska 
Kansas 

South 

Delaware 
Maryland 
Dist. of Col. 
Virg:inia 
W 0 \7irginia 
r. Carolina 
S .. Carolina 
Georgia 
Florida 
Kentucky 
Tennessee 

,%WHITE % BLACK 

MALE FEMALE TOTAL MALE FEMALE TOTAL 

43.4 

47.5 
48.8 
48.4 
47.3 
46.4 
45.5 
40.7 
43.0 
44.1 

44.2 

43,,9 
43.4 
40.9 
42.9 
47.5 
47.5 
48.7 
42.3 
49.2 
47.5 
46.2 
45 .. 6 

39.0 

42.1 
38.2 
12.1 
40.5 
48.0 
36.9 
32.9 
35.0 
40.1 
44 .. 2 
40.2 

46.3 

51.8 
50.6 
51.0 
48.6 
49.8 
47.0 
44.8 
45.0 
46.7 

46.2 

46.2 
47.2 
42.6 
45.1 
49.0 
50.0 
49.8 
45.5 
48.5 
48.2 
49.8 
48.8 

41.3 

43.3 
39.7 
13.6 
42.4 
49.8 
38.3 
34.9 
37.1 
43.7 
46.6 
43.2 

89.7 

99.3 
99.4 
99.6 
95.9 
96.1 
9~L5 
85.5 
88.0 , 
90.8 

90.4 

90.1 
92.5 
83.6 
88.0 
76.5 
97.5 
98.5 
87.8 
97.7 
95.8 
96.1 
93.6 

80.3 

85.8 
78.0 
25 .. 7 
82.4 
97.8 
75.2 
67.8 
72.1 
83.8 
90.8 
83.4 

4.1 

0.1 
0.1 
0.1 
1.6 
1.3 
3.2 
5.5 
4.8 
4.1 

4.1 

4.4 
3.2 
7.1 
5.1 
1.6 
0.7 
0.6 
5.8 

1.5 
2.7 

9.0 

6.3 
9.5 

34.5 
7.8-
0.8 

10.2 
15.2 
12.7 
7.6 
4.4 
7.5 

5.1 9.2 

0.1 0.2 
0.1 0.2 
0.1 0.2 
1.7 3.3 
1.4 2.7 
3.8 6.9 
7.1 12.5 
6.0 10.8 
4.7 8.7 

4.7 8.8 

5.0 9.4 
3.6 6.7 
8.3 15.4 
6.1 11.2 
1.6 3.2 
0.6 1.3 
0.6 1.2 
6.0 11.8 

0.3 
0.1 

1.6 3.1 
2.9 5.6 

9.8 

7.0 
11.2 
37.3 
8.0 
1.2 

12.2 
16.5 
14.5 
7.9 
4.4 
8.9 

18.8 

13.4 
20.7 
71.7 
15.9 
2.1 

22.4 
31.6 
27.2 
15.5 
8.8 
16~4 

- continued -
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Table H. (continued) 

% WHITE % B LAC K 

MALE FEMALE TOTAL MALE FEMALE TOTAL 

Alabama 
Mississippi 
Arkansas 
Louisiana 
Oklahoma 
Texas 

West 

Montana 
Idaho 
Wyoming 
Colorado 
New Mexico 
Arizona 
Utah 
Nevada 
Washington 
Oregon 
California 
Alaska 
'Hawaii 

TOTAL 

35.3 
31.5 
38.8 
34.9 
43.4 
42.6 

44.0 

47.6 
49.3 
49.1 
47.4 
43.6 
45.7 
48.6 
45.3 
46.8 
46.6 
43.1 
41.7 
15.7 

United States 42.3 

37.6 
32.4 
43 .. 4 
36.1 
46.4 
45.1 

45.5 

48.9 
49,,0 
48.0 
48.3 
44.5 
46.5 
49.6 
45.3 
48.5 
49.7 
44.9 
37.4 
14.5 

44.5 

72.9 13.1 
63.9 
82.2 
71.0 
89.8 
87.7 

89.4 

96.5 
98.3 
96.8 
95.7 
88.1 
92.1 
98.2 
90.7 
95.3 
96.4 
88.0 
79.4 
30.2 

86.8 

17.2 
8.3 

14.0 
3.1 
5.7 

2.5 

0.3 

0.3 
1.7 
0.9 
1.3 
0.3 
3.2 
1.0 
0.7 
3.7 
2.3 
0.5 

5.4 

SOURCE: Tab1f::: E 

13 .. 6 
18.4 
8.9 

14.6 
3.5 
5.9 

208 

0.1 

0.3 
1.8 
0.9 
1.3 
0.2 
3.2 
0.9 
0.6 
4.2 
1.7 
0.2 

6.1 

26.7 
35.6 
17.2 
28.6 
6.7 

11.6 

5.3 

0.4 

0.8 
3.5 
1.7 
2.6 
0.7 
6.3 
1.9 
1.3 
7.8 
4.3 
0.7 

11.5 
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Table I. Percent distributions of U.S. state prison 
populations by race, sex, region and juris
diction, 1978 

% among 2risoners whose race re2td. % of priso 
W HIT E B LAC K whose race 

MALE FEMALE TOTAL MALE FEMALE TOTAL not report 

Northeast 48.1 1.3 49.4 49.0 3.3 50.6 0.3 
Maine 95.1 2.1 97.2 1.1 0 1.1 
N.Hampshire 95.4 2.1 97.5 2~1 0 2.1 
Vermont 97.4 2.4 99.8 0.2 0 0.2 
Mass. 60.9 1 .. 9 41 .. 6 35.6 1.5 37.1 
Rhode Is. 74.2 1.2 75 .. 4 23.6 0.8 24.4 3.0 
Conn. .57.5 2.0 59.5 38.7 1.7 40.4 
New York 45.0 1.1 46.1 52.2 1.7 53.9 0.6 
New Jersey 37.3 1.2 38.5 59.7 1.8 61.5 
Penn. ' 44.0 1.4 45.4 53.0 1.6 54.5 

N. Central 49.2 1.5 50.7 46.2 1.9 48.2 1.3 
Ohio 46.0 1.6 47.7 49.9 2.5 52.3 
Indiana 68.6 2.0 70.6 28.0 1.4 29 .. 4 0.1 
Illinois 40.4 0.9 41.3 56.0 2.0 57.9 
Michigan 39.5 0.8 40.3 57.2 2.1 59.3 5.3 
Wisconsin 56.1 2.0 58.1 36.9 2.2 39.1 
Minnesata 72.8 3.4 76 .. 3 15.4 0.9 0.7 '29.7 
Iowa 77.7 2.9 80.6 17.2 0.9 18.1 0.1 
Missouri 48.4 1.6 50.0 48.4 1.6 50.0 
N.Dakota 79.5 1.5 81.0 2.0 0 2.0 
S.Dakota 68.0 2.4 70 .. 5 1.9 0 1.9 
Nebraska 58.4 3.2 61.6 31.3 2.4 33.7 
Kansas 61.4 2.4 63.8 32.2 1.7 33.9 

South 43.7 1.6 45.3 51.9 2.3 54.3 0.1 
Delaware 41.9 1.9 43.8 53.3 2.9 56.2 
Maryland 23.3 0.6 24.0 73.5 2.4 75.9 0.2 
Dist.of Col. 3.0 0.2 3.2 94 .. 9 1.9 96.8 1.0 
Virginia 38.8 1.5 40.3 56.9 2.8 59.7 0.3 
W.Virginia 82.4 1.6 84.0 15.2 0.8 15.9 
N.Caro1ina 42.0 1.4 43.5 51.7 2.4 54.2 
S.Caro1ina 41.3 1.8 43.1 54.5 2.4 56.9 
Georgia 37.9 1.9 39.9 57.2 2.9 60,,1 0.4 
Florida 47.1 1.5 48.5 48.9 2.6 51.5 
Kentucky 68.8 2.0 70.8 27.9 1.3 29.2 
Tennessee 50.2 2 .. 3 52.5 45.4 2.1 47 .. 5 
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Table I. (continued) 

% among prisoners whose race is 
~ reported 

~ WH I T E BLACK 
D MALE FEMALE TOTAL MALE FEMALE ! 

I Alabama 38.3 1.8 40.1 56,.9 2,,9 , 
Mississippi 31.9- 1.3 33.2 64.2 2.5 
Arkansas 46.3 1.7 48.1 50.1 1.9 

I Louisiana 27.2 1.0 28.2 69.9 1.9 

I 
Oklahoma 62.6 2.4 65 .. 0 27.5 1 .. 8 
Texas 55.2 2.1 57.2 40.8 2.0 

t 

I West 68.1 3.2 71.3 23.7 1.5 ! 

Montana 80.9 2.0 82.9 1.4 0 
Idaho 90.6 3.1 93.8 2.1 0.2 
Wyoming 95.6 3.2 98.8 0 0.2 
Colorado 74.9 1.9 76.7 21.4 0.7 
N.Mexico 83.2 3.4 86.6 10.8 0.6 
Arizona 73.0 3.7 76.7 18.9 1.2 
Utah 86.5 2.9 89.4 7.8 0.5 
Nevada 64.4 2.7 67.1 27.6 2.6 
Wash. 71.9 3.2 75.2 18.8 1.6 
Oregon 84.4 2.8 87.2 8.0 1.1 
Calif. 61.1 3.5 64.6 31.8 1.8 
Alaska 62.6 3.1 65.7 25.0 1.3 
Hawaii 18.0 Q.~ 18.9 3.2 0.5 

TOTAL 
U .. S. 49.2 1.8 51.0 46.0 2.0 

SOURCE: Table F. 

% of prisoners 
whose race is 

TOTAL not reported 

59.8 
66.7 
51.9 
71 .. 8 
29.3 1.2 
42.8 

25.2 1.3 

1.4 
2.4 
0.2 

22.2 
11.4 
20.1 1.8 
"8.3 
30.2 
20 .. 4 1.6 
9.1 0.9 

33.6 0.5 
26.2 1.0 
3.6 38.8 

48.0 0.6 
,J 
I 
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Table J. 

Northeast 

Maine 
New Ha.mpshire 
Vermont 
Massachusetts 
Rhode Island 
Connecticut 
New York 
New Jersey 
Penn.sylvania 

North Central 

Ohio 
Indiana 
Illinois 
Michigan 
Wisconsin 
Minnesota 
Iowa 
Missouri 
N.Dakota 
S.Dakota 
Nebraska 
Kansas 

South 

Delaware 
Maryland 

- 58 -

Percent distributions of u.s. state prison 
populations by race, region and jurisdiction, 
1979 

% among prisoners 
whose ra.ce is 
reported 

WHITE BLA.CK 

37.3 50.3 

97 .. 2 1.5 
97.0 1.0 
97.7 1 .. 6 
59.4 34.7 
75.8 21.5 
44.2 42.9 
26.1 53.5 
32.0 60 .. 8 
46.0 54.0 

49.6 47.2 

48.1 51.3 
70.0 29.3 
41.0 57.1 
38.0 57.2 
53.7 40.6 
74 .. 2 16.4 
77.7 18.5 
52 .. 0 47.6 
88.1 0 .. 5 
70.2 1.8 
54.0 34 .. 0 
60 .. 7 34.1 

41.6 54.2 

39.1 60.8 
23.3 76.3 

% among prisoners 
whose race is not 
reported 

0.5 

3.6 

0 .. 6 

District of Columbia 4.0 96.0 
Virginia 39.9 59.7 
West Virginia 84.0 16.0 
North Carolina 44.1 53.3 
South Carolina 42.9 56.4 
Georgia 40.3 59.6 
Florida 50.2 49.8 
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Table J. (continued) 

Ke~tucky 

Tennessee 
Alabama 
Mississippi 
Arkansas 
Louisiana 
Oklahoma 
Texas 

West 

Montana 
Idaho 
Wyoming 
Colorado 
New Mexico 
Arizona 
Utah 
Nevada 
Washington 
Oregon 
California 
Alaska 
Hawaii 

TOTAL 
U.S. 

% among prisoners 
whose race is 
reported 

WHITE BUCK 

70.6 29.4 
52.9 46.5 
37.8 62.1 
33.9 65.7 
48.6 51.4 
27.8 72.1 
64.6 27.8 
35.6 42.8 

51.7 24.7 

82.0 1.4 
85.0 2.6 
75.9 3.6 
49.3 20.5 
32.4 10.1 
45.9 19.8 
74.2 806 
65.2 27.8 
70.1 19.9 
79.5 11.6 
40.7 34.6 
63.0 10.2 
13.3 3.6 

44.2 47.8 

SOURCE: Table G. 

% among prisoners 
whose race is 
not reported 

10.2 

0.4 
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