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PREFACE 

The infonnation in the following annual statistical report was compiled by 
the Virginia Department of Corrections, Research and Reporting Unit. 
The data in this report reflect the characteristics of children .committed 
during fiscal year 1979 (July 1, 1978 - June 30, 1979). All questions, 
remarks or requests relating to the report should be directed to: 

Va. Department of Corrections 
Research and Reporting Unit 
Reporting Section 
P. O. Box 26963 
Richmond, Virginia 23261 

Telephone: (804) 257-1974 
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REPORT OF THE CHARACTERISTICS OF CHILDREN 

COMMITTED TO STATE CARE IN FISCAL YEAR 1979 

This report represents the data recorded on the Direct Care System's Intake, History, 
Clinical Assessment, and Educational Assessment forms submitted by the Court Service 
Units, the Reception and Diagnostic Center, the Mobile Psychiatric Clinic and the 
Rehabilitative School Authority during fiscal year 1979. All of the children committed 
to the care of the Virginia Department of Corrections are received. and tested at the 
Reception and Diagnostic Center. There were 1,306 children committed in the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1979. This report is the second Characteristics Report published on a 
fiscal year basis; in prior years the statistics have been reported on a calendar year basis. 

Summary of General Characteristics 

COMMITTING OFFENSE 
Of the 1,306 children committed in fiscal year 1979, 676 or 62.8 percent were commit
ted for Offenses Against Property, while only 151 or 14.0 percent were committed for 
Offenses Against Persons. The most frequent committing offense was Break and Enter, 
accounting for 224 or 33.1 percent of all Offenses Against Property. Assault and Battery 
was the most common Offense Against Pel"Son$, aCCQunting for 81 or 53.6 percent of such 
offenses. Alcohol or drug-related offe:nses accounted for only 17 or 1.3 percent of all 
commitments. The most common drug-related offense was Possession of Narcotics 
(Misdemeanor), accounting for 8 or 47.1 percent of all alcohol or drug-related offenses. 
There were 190 (14.5 percent) children committed for violation of probation. 

,1:.\.,,; 

RACE AND SEX 
Only 188 or 14.4 percent of all commitments to the Department of Corrections in fiscal 
1979 were female, while 1,118 or 85.6 percent were male. Black children committed totaled 
520 or 39.8 percent, while white children totaled 786 or 60.2 percent. Black female com
mitments comprised only 60 or 4.6 percent of all commitments, while white females 
accounted for 128 or 9.8 percent of the total. Black males accounted for 460 commitments 
or 35.2 percent, while white males comprised the largest number of commitments with 
658 or 50.4 percent. 

AGE AT COMMITMENT 
The average age of all children committed was 15.4 years. The most frequent age at commit
ment was 16 years, while 15 years was the second most frequent age. 

AGE AT FIRST COMMUNITY CONTACT AND TYPE OF CONTACT 
: The most frequent age at first community contact was 13 years, comprising 18.4 percent 
of all commitments. Children who were 14 years old accounted for the second most 
frequent age with 17.8 percent. The Juvenile Court was the most frequent type of first 
contact, accounting for 816 or 79.6 percent of all commitments. The school 
psychologist/social worker was a very distant second in type of first contact with 105 
or 10.2 percent of all commitments. 

-1-



INTELLIGENCE 
Average or N onnal intelligence was the mode for all children committed in fiscal 1979, 
accounting for 50.3 percent of all commitments. Children with Dull Nonnal or below 
intelligence accounted for 33.3 percent of all '''!ommitments, while Bright Nonnal and 
above intelligence accounted for 10.5 percent. There were no children with Very Superior 
intelligence (LQ. over 130) and 57 children (5.9 percent) were committed who tested 
Retarded intelligence (LQ. below 70). 

NUMBER OF COMMITMENTS 
Children who were received only once at the Reception and Diagnostic Center accounted 
for 1,090 or 83.4 percent of the total commitments during fiscal year 1979. More than one 
commitment does not necessarily indicate recidivism. It is a common practice of the courts 
to send children to the Reception and Diagnostic Center for pre-dispositional evaluations. 
If the child is subsequently committed to State care, he will again be received at the 
Diagnostic Center, accounting for two commitments. Of the 1,306 commitments, 216 or 
16.6 percent of the children had been received two or more times at the Center. 

COMMITTING COURT 
The cities committed the greatest number of children in fiscal 1979, accounting for 722 or 
55.0 percent, while the counties committed 584 or 45.0 percent. The City of Norfolk 
committed the most children with 93, while the City of Newport News was second in 
commitments with 84. The City of Richmond was third with 83 commitments. The counties 
of Prince William, Fairfax and Henrico committed the largest number of children for county 
courts, committing 63,62 and 47 respectively. 

MONTH OF COl\tL't'IITMENT 
The months of January and March had the largest number of commitments, accounting for 
135 and 118, respectively. The mon ths of September and December had the fewest commit
mrnts with 93 each. 

LIVING SITUATION OF CHILD AT TThIE OF COl'tIMITMENT 
The largest number of children committed, 489 or 45.6 percent, were living with one 
parent and a step-parent at the time of commitment. Children living with both natural 
parents accounted for 285 or 26.6 percent of all commitments. Among the total children 
committed, there were 72.2 percent who had homes with at least two adults in supervision. 

EARLIER LIVING SITUATION OF CIDLD COl'tIMITTED 
The earlier living situation which was most prevalent was with both natural parents (488 or 
60.0 percent). The second most prevalent situation was living with one parent and a step
parent (181 or 22.3 percent). 

-2-
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Medical Evaluation 

PREVIOUS NEUROLOGICAL EVALUATION 
A large majority, 92.1 percent, of the children committed did not have previous neur
logical evaluations. Only 85 or 7.9 percent had previously had evaluations of this type. 

PREVIOUS PSYCHOLOGICAL EVALUATION 

Sixty percent of the children committed had at least one previous psychological contact, 
while 32.0 percent had no previous psychological evaluations. 

PREVIOUS PSYCHIATRIC EVALUATION AND HOSPITALIZATION 
Of the commitments, 73.6 percent had no previous history of psychiatric evaluations, 
while 26.4 percent had previous psychiatric evaluations. Most of .the children committed 
had never been hospitalized for psychiatric care. Only 11.7 percent of all children com
mitted had a history of psychiatric hospitalization. 

PREVIOUS RESIDENTIAL PLACEMENT FOR BEHAVIOR PROBLEMS 
Of the children committed, 30.5 percent had a history of previous residential placement 
for behavior problems. Previous residential care does not include placement in locally 
operated community youth homes. 

HEIGHT AND WEIGHT 

Only 3.9 percent of the children committed were overweight, while only 5.3 percent were 
underweight. In comparing height, only 2.3 percent of all children committed were tall for 
their age, while 5.9 percen t were short for their age. 

VISION, DENTAL AND OTHER MEDICAL DISORDERS 

Children with vision disorders comprised 13.1 percent of the commitments, while children 
with dental disorders represented only 2.3 percent of the total commitments. Children with 
other medical disorders accounted for 14.5 percent of all commitments. 

HEARING AND SPEECH DISORDERS 
Only 5.8 percent of the children committed had any hearing disorders. Of all children 
committed in fiscal 1979, 17.8 percent had speech disorders. 
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Educational Evaluation 

MATHEMATICS 
Numeration, addition, subtraction, multiplication, divhion, fractions, application, money, 
time and measurement are tests taken from the Individual Mathematics System (IMS). 
Results from the above tests are used to place children in the appropriate mathematics 
level in the learning centers. The results from the tests are reported in levels from lowest 
to highest and do not reflect grade level. The average level for each category was as follows: 
Numeration-4.2; addition-6.2; subtraction-S.2; multiplication-6.0; division-4.4; 
fractions-4.2; application-3.8; money-S.2; time-S.O and measurement-3.8. 

• SPECIAL NOTE· 

The percentages in the preceding narrative and in the following tables have been adjusted 
to exclude data not reported. The percentages are based on the adjusted total, which is the 
total minus the number of those "Not Reported". 

The tables represent statistics for Fiscal Year 1979 (July 1, 1978 through June 30, 1979). 
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General Characteristics of Children 
Committed to State Care in Fiscal Year 1979 

RACE AND SEX - FY 1979 

No. % 

BLACK FEMALE 60 4.6 

BLACK MALE 460 35.2 

WHITE FEMALE 128 9.8 

WHITE MALE 658 50.4 

TOTAL 1,306 100.0 

AGE AT COMMITMENT - FY 1979 

No. % 

11 6 0.5 

12 20 1.5 

13 76 5.8 

14 176 13.5 

15 347 26.7 

16 416 32.0 

17 246 18.9 

18 14 1.1 

NOT REPORTED 5 

TOTAL 1,306 100.0 
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COMMITTING OFFENSES - FY 1979 

No. 

OFFENSES AGAINST PERSONS 151 

OFFENSES AGAINST PROPERTY -6T6-

OFFENSES AGAINST MORALITY, 
~77 

DECENCY, AND PEACE 27 

OFFENSES AGAINST PUBLIC 
JUSTICE AND POLICY 9 

CHILDREN IN NEED OF SERVICES 
~ (STATUS OFFENSES) 

TRAFFIC AND VEHICLE OFFENSES 2 

ALCOHOL AND DRUG OFFENSES 17 

MISCELLANEOUS OFFENSES 193 

NOT REPORTED 230 

TOTAL 1,306 

INTELLIGENCE - FY 1979 

No. 

VERY SUPERIOR (Over 130) 0 

SUPERIOR (120 -129) 17 

BRIGHT NORMAL (110 - 119) 84 

NORMAL (90 - 109) 484 

DULL NORMAL (80 - 89) 215 

BORDERLINE (70 - 79) 106 

RETARDED (below 70) 57 

UNKNOWN 343 

TOTAL 1,306 
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AGE AT FIRST COMMUNITY CONTACT - FY 1979 

No. % 

1 10 1.0 

.2 8 0.8 

3 4 0.4 

4 12 1.1 

5 8 0.8 

6 19 1.8 

7 24 2.3 

8 27 2.6 

9 45 4.3 

10 68 6.5 

11 103 9.8 

12 120 11.5 

13 ~92 18.4 

14 1186 
/ 17.8 

15 154 14.7 

16 51 4.9 

17 13 1.2 I 
18 1 0.1 

NOT REPORTED 261 
,-

TOTAL 1,306 100.0 

TYPE OF COMMUNiTY CONTACT - FY 1979 

No, % 

SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST! 
SCHOOL SOCIAL WORKER 105 9.8 
SOCIAL SERVICE BUREAU 76 7.1 
JUVENILE COURT 816 75.9 
MENTAL HEALTH CENTER 46 4.3 
OTHER 32 2.9 
NOT REPORTED 231 

TOTAL 1,306 100.0 
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NUMBER OF COMMITMENTS - FY 1979 

No. % 

1 1,090 83.4 

2 184 14.1 

3 29 2.2 

4 2 0.2 

5 1 0.1 

TOTAL 1,306 100.0 

NOTE: Multiple commitments do not necessarily indicate recidivism. 
See explanation in narrative on page 2. 

MONTH OF COMMITMENT - FY 1979 

No. % 

JULY 111 8.5 

AUGUST 105 8.0 

SEPTEMBER 93 7.1 

OCTOBER 116 8.9 

NOVEMBER 113 8.7 

DECEMBER 93 7.1 

JANUARY 135 10.4 

FEBRUARY 110 8,4 

MARCH 118 9.0 

APRIL 104 8.0 

MAY 98 7.5 

JUNE 110 8.4 

TOTAL 1,306 100.0 
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COMMIITING COURT - FY 1979 

County No. % 
ACCOMACK 9 0.6 
ALBEMARLE 12 0.9 
ALLEGHANY 3 0.2 
AMELIA 4 0.3 
AMHERST 5 0.4 
APPOMATTOX 2 0.2 
ARLINGTON 31 2.4 
AUGUSTA 10 0.8 
BATH 0 0.0 
BEDFORD 7 0.5 
BLAND 3 0.2 
BOTETOURT 0 0.0 
BRUNSWICK 2 0.2 
BUCHANAN 1 0.1 
BUCKINGHAM 3 0.2 
CAMPBELL 8 0.6 
CAROLINE 3 0.2 
CARROLL 3 0.2 
CHARLES CITY 0 0.0 
CHARLOTTE 2 0.2 
CHESTERFIELD 25 1.9 
CLARKE 0 0.0 
CRAIG 0 0.0 
CULPEPER 5 0.4 
CUMBERLAND 3 0.2 
DICKENSON 1 0.1 
DINWIDDIE 4 0.3 
ESSEX 6 0.4 
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COMMITTING COURT - FY 1919 (Continued) 

County , No. 

FAI~FAX 62 

FAUQUIER 2 

FLOYD 1 

FLUVANNA 0 

FRANKLIN 4 

FREDERICK 2 

,r GILES 1 

GLOUCESTER 1 

GOOCHLAND 5 

GRAYSON 1 

GREENE 2 

GREENSVILLE 4 

HALIFAX 3 

HANOVER 9 

HENRICO 47 

HENRY 11 

HIGHLAND 0 

ISLE OF WIGHT 8 

JAMES CITY 14 

KING GEORGE 0 

KING AND QUEEN 0 

KING WILLIAM 2 

LANCASTER 5 

LEE 7 

LOUDOUN 8 

LOUISA 6 

LUNENBURG 2 

MADISON 1 

MATHEWS 0 
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COMMITTING COURT - FY 1979 (Continued) 

County No. % 
MECKLENBURG 3 0.2 
MIDDLESEX 1 0.1 
MONTGOMERY 1 0.1 
NELSON 2 0.2 
NEW KENT 0 0.0 
NORTHAMPTON 7 0.5 
NORTHUMBERLAND 2 0.2 
NOTTOWAY 10 0.8 
ORANGE 10 0.8 
PAGE 1 0.1 
PATRICK 2 0.2 
PITTSYLVANIA 10 0.8 
POWHATAN 0 0.0 
PRINCE EDWARD 2 0.2 
PRINCE GEORGE 2 0.2 
PRINCE WILLIAM 63 4.8 
PULASKI 4 0.3 
RAPPAHANNOCK 0 0.0 
RICHMOND 4 0.3 
ROANOKE 16 1.2 
ROCKBRIDGE 5 0.4 
ROCKINGHAM 3 0.2 
RUSSELL 1 0.1 
SCOTT 2 0.2 
SHENANDOAH 1 0.1 
SMYTH 10 0.8 
SOUTHAMPTON 2 0.2 
SPOTSYLVANIA 7 0.5 
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COMMITTING COURT - FY 1979 (Continued) 
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County No. % 

STAFFORD 7 0.5 

SURRY 0 0.0 

SUSSEX 1 0.1 

TAZEWELL 11 0.8 

WARREN 5 0.4 

WASHINGTON 8 0.6 

WESTMORELAND 2 0.2 

WISE 7 0.5 

WYTHE 1 0.1 

YORK 11 0.8 

TOTAL 584 45.0 

City No. % 

ALEXANDRIA 17 1.3 

BEDFORD 0 0.0 

BRISTOL 10 0.8 

BUENA VISTA 0 0.0 

CHARLOTTESVI LLE 23 1.7 

CHESAPEAKE 37 2.8 

CLIFTON FORGE 0 0.0 

COLONIAL HEIGHTS 4 0.3 
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COMMITTING COURT - FY 1979 (Concluded) 

City No. % 

FREDERICKSBURG 7 0.5 

GALAX 0 0.0 

HAMPTON 37 2.8 

HARRISONBURG 1 0.1 

HOPEWELL 18 1.4 

LEXINGTON 0 0.0 

LYNCHBURG 19 1.4 

MANASSAS 8 0.6 

MANASSAS pARK 4 0.3 

MARTINSVILLE 13 1.0 

NEWPORT NEWS 84 6.4 

NORFOLK 93 7.1 

NORTON 1 0.1 

PETERSBURG 27 2.0 

POQUOSON 0 0.0 

PORTSMOUTH 44 3.4 

RADFORD 0 0.0 

RICHMOND 83 6.4 

ROANOKE 51 3.9 

SALEM 9 0.6 

STAUNTON 15 1.1 

[ J 
COVINGTON 0 0.0 

DANVILLE 26 2.0 

SUFFOLK 17 1.3 

VIRGINIA BEACH 33 2.5 

n EMPORIA 5 0.4 

FAIRFAX 0 0.0 

WAYNESBORO 13 1.0 

WILLIAMSBURG 8 0.6 

F \) 
FALLS CHURCH 1 0.1 

FRANKLIN 1 0.1 

WINCHESTER 13 1.0 

TOTAL 722 55.0 

[; 
! 

GRAND TOTAL 1,306 100.0 
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LIVING SITUATION OF CHILD AT TIME OF COMMITMENT - FY 1979 

No. % 

BOTH NATURAL PARENTS 285 26.6 

1PARENT,lSTE~PARENT 489 45.6 

MOTHER ONLY 79 7.4 

FATHER ONLY 9 0.8 

STEP-PARENT ONLY 41 3.8 

NOT IN PARENTAL HOME 24 2.2 

ADOPTIVE HOME 52 4.8 

FOSTER HOME 34 3.2 

RESIDENTIAL TREATMENT 52 4.8 

OTHER 8 0.8 

NOT REPORTED 233 

TOTAL 1,306 100.0 

EARLIER LIVING SITUATION OF CHILD COMMITTED - FY 1979 

No. % 
.. _ .. _ .. _----

BOTH NATURAL PARENTS 488 60.0 

1PAREN~lSTE~PARENT 181 22.3 

MOTHER ONLY 27 3,3 

FATHER ONLY 3 0.4 

STEP-PARENT ONLY 18 2.2 

NOT IN PARENTAL HOME 22 2.7 

ADOPTIVE HOME 27 3.3 

FOSTER HOME 19 2.3 

RESIDENTIAL TREATMENT 20 2.5 

OTHER 3 0.4 

MULTIPLE 5 0.6 

NOT REPORTED 493 

TOTAL 1,306 100.0 
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Medical Evaluation 

PREVIOUS NEUROLOGICAL liVALUATION - FY 1979 

No. % 

NO 991 92.1 

YES 75 7.0 

MULTIPLE 10 0.9 

NOT REPORTED 230 

TOTAL 1,306 100.0 

PREVIOUS PSYCHOLOGICAL EVALUATION - FY 1979 

No. % 

NO 344 32.0 

YES 540 50.2 

MULTIPLE 192 17.8 

NOT REPORTED 230 

TOTAL 1,306 100.0 

PREVIOUS PSYCHIATRIC EVALUATION - FY 1979 

No. % 

NO 792 73.6 

YES 213 19.8 

MULTIPLE 71 6.6 

NOT REPORTED 230 

TOTAL 1,306 100.0 
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PREVIOUS RESIDENTIAL PLACEMENT FOR BEHAVIOR PROBLEMS - FY 1979 
-- - _. -~.-. ~ - - - - - --

No. % 

NO 748 69.5 

YES 291 27.0 

MULT!PLE 37 3.5 

NOT REPORTED 230 

TOTAL 1,306 100.0 

PREVIOUS PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITALIZATION - FY 1979 

No. % 

NO 950 88.3 

YES 105 9.8 

MULTIPLE 21 1.9 

NOT REPORTED 230 

TOTAL 1,306 100.0 
- -

OVERWEIGHT - FY 1979 

No. % 

NO 761 96.1 

YES 31 3.9 

NOT REPORTED 514 

TOTAL 1,306 100.0 

~. I 

----~~.,.--------- ----------~-

i 
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NO 

YES 

NOT REPORTED 

TOTAL 

NO 

YES 

NOT REPORTED 

TOTAL 

NO 

YES 

NOT REPORTED 

TOTAL 

UNDERWEIGHT - FY 19,9 

No. 

749 

42 

515 

1,306 

TALL FOR AGE - FY 1979 

No. 

773 

18 

515 

1,306 

SHORT FOR AGE - FY 1979 

No. 

743 

47 

516 

1,306 
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% 

94.7 

5.3 

100.0 

"'-70 

97.7 

2.3 

100.0 

% 

94.1 

5.9 

100.0 



VISION D!SORDER - FY 1979 

NQ. % 

NO 682 86.9 

YES 103 13.1 

NOT REPORTED 521 

TOTAL , 1,306 100.0 

DENTAL DISORDER - FY 1979 

No. % 

NO 755 97.7 

YES 18 2.3 

NOT REPORTED 533 

TOTAL 1,306 100.0 

OTHER MEDICAL DISORDERS - FY 1979 

No. % 

NO 658 85.5 

YES 112 14.5 

NOT REPORTED 536 

TOTAL 1,306 100.0 
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HEARiNG DISORDER - FY 1979 

NQ, % 

NOT SIGNIFICANT 744 94.2 

MILD 40 5 " .1 

MODERATE 6 0.7 

SEVERE 0 0.0 

NOT REPORTED 516 
-

TOTAL 1,306 100.0 

SPEECH DISORDER - FY 1979 

No. % 

NOT SIGNIFICANT 453 82.2 

MILD 64 11.6 

MODERATE 31 5.6 

SEVERE 3 0.6 

NOT REPORTED 755 

TOTAL 1,306 100.0 
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Educational Evaluation 

NUMERATION - FY 19'79 

Level No. 

1 65 

2 218 

3 190 

4 144 

5 27 

6 43 

7 86 

0 125 0 

0 23 
J 

NOT R£PORTED 385 

TOTAL '1,306 

ADDITION - FY 1979 

Level No. 

t 1 

2 13 

3 9 

4 111 

5 254 

6 144 

7 161 

8 117 

9 114 

NOT REPORTED 382 

TOTAL 1,306 
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% 

7.1 

23.7 

20.6 

15.6 

2.9 

4.7 

9.3 

13.6 

2.5 

100.0 

% 

0.1 

1.4 

1.0 

12.0 

27.5 

15.6 

17.4 

12.7 

12.3 

100.0 
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Level 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

NOT REPORTED 

TOTAL 

I 
Level 

1 

I 2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

NOT REPORTED 

TOTAL 

---.. ----- --- -----

SUBTRACTION - FY 1979 

No. % 

8 0.9 

39 4.2 

89 9.6 

281 30.4 

138 15.0 

107 11.6 

119 12.9 

117 12.7 

25 2.7 

383 

1,306 100.0 

MUL TIPLICA TION - FY 1979 

No. % 

23 2.5 

21 2.3 

78 8.5 

196 21.3 

84 9.1 

86 9.3 

178 19.3 

77 8.4 

178 19.3 

385 

1,306 100.0 
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DIVISION - FY 1979 

Level No. 

1 140 

2 85 

3 142 

4 143 

5 84 

6 64 

7 70 

8 78 

9 68 

NOT REPORTED 432 

TOTAL 1,306 

FRACTIONS - FY 1979 

Level No. 

1 118 

2 114 

3 147 

4 140 

5 133 

6 74 

7 56 

8 85 

9 25 

I'IJnT 0 !:Of"\DT!:n 
...... -..., •• , .... .....,.". a..1J' 

A1A -..-. 

TOTAL 1,306 
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% 

16.0 
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8.0 

8.9 

7.8 

100.0 
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APPLICATION - FY 1979 

Level No. % 
1 74 8.1 
2 209 22.8 
3 239 26.1 
4 119 13.0 
5 81 8.8 
6 71 7.8 
7 67 7.3 
8 33 3.6 
9 23 2.5 
NOT REPORTED 390 

TOTAL 1,306 100.0 

MONEY - FY 1979 

Level No. % 
1 9 1.0 
2 31 3.4 
3 66 7.2 
4 160 17.4 
5 230 ~S!g 

I 6 258 28.1 
7 164 1"7 0 

./.0 

8 0 0.0 
9 1 0,1 
NOT REPORTED 387 

TOTAL 1,306 100.0 
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TIME - FY 1979 

Level No. 

1 46 

2 59 

3 154 

4 180 

5 91 

6 102 

7 127 

8 154 

NOT REPORTED 393 

TOTAL 1,306 

MEASUREMENT - FY 1979 

Level No. 

1 100 

2 155 

3 206 

4 176 

5 68 

6 91 

7 76 

8 27 

9 5 

NOT REPORTED 402 

TOTAL 1,306 
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