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ABSTRACT 

The purpose of this report is to evaluate the need for 
alternative court procedures in Virginia for handling cases 
involving persons charged with driving under the influence of 
alcohol (DUI), with particular focus on the referral of DUI 
offenders to the Virginia Alcohol Safety Action Program (VASAP). 
In February 1978, the Virginia General Assembly passed House 
Joint Resolution No. 102, which created a COIIl.illission to study 
all aspects of Virginia's drunk driving laws. This report, 
designed to aid the Commission in its inquiry, discusses four 
issues specifically raised by House Joint Resolution No. 102: 

1. Whether the law should limit the discretion presently 
given the trial judge; 

2. whether convictions for DUI should be required prior to 
entry into rehabilitation programs; 

3. whether work privileges to operate a motor vehicle should 
be issued instead of allowing an offender to retain his 
full driving privilege; and 

4. whether second offenders should be given another opportunity 
to enter a rehabilitation program. 

In order to evaluate these issues, questionnaires were mailed 
to all the general district court, circuit court and juvenile 
court judges, all commonwealth's attorneys and local VASAP 
directors, and a random sample of state and local police. The 
questionnaires were designed to discover the present court pro
cedures being used in DUI caRes and to elicit the participants' 
opinions on possible alternatives to the present procedures. 
Overall, 78% of the questionnaires were answered. 

The report presents an analysis of the questionnaire results 
along with a brief review of the literature evaluating the 
effectiveness of rehabilitation programs and hardship licenses 
as highway safety countermeasures. On the basis of this analysis, 
the authors recommend several revisions to the existing statutes 
and practices. 
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS 

In the following paragraphs, "First Offenders" are defined 
as persons who have never been referred to the V~SAf; "Secon~ 
Offenders" as persons who have been given one prlor opportun~ty 
to participate in the VASAP; and "Multiple Off~n~ers" as pe::s<?ns 
who have been given two or more prior opportunltles to partlclpate. 

1. This study was not designed to be an in-depth evaluation of 
the effectiveness of the VASAP. The al" '''ors did not collect " 
any new data other than the questior ~ resul~s, and analyzed 
only those statistics contained in r ~¥orts pub~lshed.by the 
VASAP administrative office. It is virtually lmposslble to 
evaluate the effectiveness of the VASAP given the limited 
information now available. Data which do presently exist 
fail to conclusively prove that the program h~s been 
successful in improving highway safety. Certaln trends, 
such as a reduction in the average BAC level of persons 
arrested for DUI and low recidivism rates in local programs, 
suggest possible effectiveness, but these data are by no 
means definitive. It has not been shown that the VASAP has 
significantly reduced the rates of alcohol-related traffic 
fatalities and crashes. 

Regardless of whether highway safety statisti?s will verif~ 
the effectiveness of the VASAP after a longer perlod of operatlon, 
most judges and prosecutors generally support the program and 
its approach to the DUI offender. Less than 5% of the cour~ 
officials believe that rehabilitation should never be used ln 
DUI cases and 92% of the general district court judges presently 
use the VASAP. However, it is clear that many judges and pros
ecutors disagree with one or more aspects of Virginia's DUI 
lavv. 

2 • A review of the literature available on the impact of the 
federal ASAP projects outside of Virginia yielded no conclusive 
evidence that the ASAPs as a group have improved highway safety. 
It is reasonable to infer that the programs have not had a 
substantial impact in reducing the number of alcoho~-::elat7d 
crashes and fatalities. However, they have had posltlve slde 
effects in improving the administration of DUI cases and in 
helping to detect and assist in~ividuals with d::i~kin~ problems. 
Studies conducted on the effectlveness of rehabllltatlon of 
the drinking driver have shown that th~S approach.h~s.not been 
proven consistently effective in reduclng DUI recldl~l~m 0:: 
improving driving behavior. While some of the rehablll tatlCm 
programs established outside of Virginia have been succ7s~ful 
in reducing DUI recidivism, others have not shown a posltlve 
impact. 
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3. Judges are making wide use of their discretion under §18.2-271.1 
to determine what is required of an offender p~ior to referral 
to the VASAP. Less than 20% of the judges convict a first 
offender prior to entry into the VASAP; most require only a 
guilty plea or evidence sufficient to support a finding of 
guilt. This flexibility in the present statute leads to 
wider judicial acceptance of the program than would be the 
case if the statute either required a conviction for all first 
offenders prior to referral or removed the option to convict 
prior to referral. 

4. The VASAP is being used extensively in the court.~, More than 
80% of general district court judges in VASAP ar2&8 refer to 
the program tn~ee-quarters or more of the first offenders who 
appear in their courts. A prior DUI conviction or the offender's 
involvement in a fatal accident are the primary reasons why 
a first offender who desires to enter the program may not be 
referred to it. 

Nearly one-half of the judges do not agree with the principle 
that every DUI offender should have one opportunity to enter a 
rehabili tc:.tion program. Over 75% of the judges and prosecutors oppose 
a change in the law to require mandatory referral to the VASAP of 
all first offenders. These statistics indicate that the judges want 
continued discretion to determine whether a first offender should 
be allowed to enter the program. 

5. Many officials who presently do not receive a report based on 
a pre-referral investigation into the DUI offender's personal 
and social background indicated that the court should receive 
such a report. The courts and local VASAP offices should 
cooperate in a study of the feasibility of conducting such an 
investigation. It may be that the costs in time and resources 
of an investigation outweigh the potential value. Also, 
judges and prosecutors sometimes fail to receive information 
indicating that a person is a second offender, or that he is 
enrolled in rehabilitation in another VASAP area. Lines of 
communication between the VASAP and the courts must be strength
ened to ensure that all officials receive at least this inform
ation. The driving records of all DUI offenders should contain a 
notation indicating the ultimate disposition of any DUI offense 
and VASAP participation, if any. 

6. Although a majority (60%) of judges waive the required fee 
for entering the program for offenders who are indigent, there 
is serious need for revision of §18.2-271.1 to provide that 
no persons are denied the opportunity for rehabilitation 
because of inability to pay. Requiring the offender in such 
cases to file an affidavit of indigency would relieve some of 
the administrative burdens on the courts which might result from 
this change. 
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7. The great majority of offenders who are referred to the VASAP 

successfully complete the program, and over 90% of the judges 
~ever impose a DUI conviction on these defendants. Instead, 
Judges prefer to amend the warrant and convict the offender 
of a lesser offense, usually reckless driving. About 25% 
~? 30~ o~ the jUdge~ o~ten accept completion of the program 
In lleu. of a convlctlon for DUI. Because the circumstances 

surroundlng DUI cases vary, it is advisable to continue to 
allow the judge discretion to either convict the defendant for 
DUI or amend the warra~t if the VASAP is successfully completed. 
However, th7 present dlscretion might be limited by eliminating 
the VASAP " In 1 :i.eu II option, a revision which would ensure that 
all DUI offenders are convicted of some offense and have at 
17

ast 
minimum action (demerit points) taken against their llcenses. 

8. Less than 20% of the judges generally refer DUI recidivists 
to the VASAP a second time. The trial judge should continue 
to have the option to refer second offenders because a second 
ch~nce may be justifiable in certain circumstances. The vast 
maJority of court ?fficials believe that §18.2-271.1 should 
be amended to requlre that all second offenders be convicted 
of DUI prior to referral to the VASAP. 

. It ~s rare that ~ DUI off~nder is referred to the program a 
thlrd tlme. Over 901 of the Judges would not refer the multiple 
offe~d7r to the VASA~, ~nd an equal.number of judges support 
requ~rlng a DUI CO~vl;tlon for multlple offenders. The law should 
~equlre a DUI convlctlon for all multiple offenders, and allow the 
Judge t? refer such persons to the VASAP only in extreme and un
usual ;lr;umstances. Most court officials believe that requiring 
a convlctlon for second and multiple offenders would not have 
adverse effects on court administration. 

9. Some type of incentive is necessary to induce the offender 
to successfu~ly complete ~he VASAP. The most powerful tool 
would be actlon taken agalnst the offender's driving license. 
Pr7sently,.pe~sons who are referred to the VASAP without a 
prlor c~nvlctlon.for DUI usually retain a full license. 
Over ~Ol of the Judges and prosecutors favor this practice 
for fl~st offenders, while only 20% SUpport retention of the 
~ull llcense for second offenders. In addition, 68% of the 
Ju~ges.thought that.allowing the offender to keep his license 
whlle In the VASAP lnduces him to complete the program. 
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One possible alternative wo~ld be to offer a restri~ted 
license to first offenders enterlng the VASAP, coupled wlth 
the threat of mandatory suspension of the license if the 
offender fails to successfully complete the program. Over 
65% of the judges favor a restricted license,for fi~st of
fenders, and nearly 75% believe that a restrlcted llcense 
would act as an incentive for the offender to complete the 
VASAP. Although a review of the literature revealed that 
restricted licenses may be more effective than lice~se. 
suspension in improving driving behavior, no study lndlcated 
that a restricted license, when used in the context of a 
DUI offense would effectively reduce DUI recidivism. In ) , f addition no study has examined the effectlveness 0 re-
stricted'licenses when issued in conjunction with referral 
to a rehabilitation program. A restricted license would also 
be difficult to enforce. 

A second alternative would be to amend ~18.2-2?1 , 
Cmandatory suspension of the license) to create a llcen~lng 
system which uses judicial discretion to y.'educe the perlod of 
suspension as an incentive for persons referred ~o th7 VASAP 
to successfully complete the program. The questlonnalre 
results suggest that a majo~i~y of jud~es wo~l~ su~port 
this alternative. The speclflcs of thls reV1Slon ln 
~18.2-27l are noted in the "Recommendations" section and 
oegin on page &3 of the report. Discretionary suspension 
of the license will take place prior to an offender's 
entry into VASAP; thus first offenders may? an~ second of
fenders certainly will, have no license whlle ln the pro
gram. Because the discretionary period of suspension will, 
be shorter than under the alternative of mandatory suspenslon, 
the offender will have an incentive to successfully complete 
the VASAP and suffer the initial discretionary suspension, 
rather than face the longer period without a license which 
would result from his failure to successfully complete the 
program. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Permit the judge to retain the discretion under Va. Code 
Ann. s18.2-27l.lCa) to refer first offenders to the VASAP 
upon a plea of guilty or after hearing evidence sufficient in 
l~w ~o give r~se to a finding of guilt with or without a 
flnd~ng of gUllt. Also, the judge should retain the dis
cretlon to refer or not refer first offenders to the VASAP. 

2. Amend Va. Code Ann. §18.2-27l.lCa) to provide that the 
court shall require a conviction for DUI before referring 
second and multiple offenders to the VASAP. In addition, 
the judge should be permitted to retain the discretion to 
refer seco~d offenders to the program if the circumstances 
of the case warrant referral. Multiple offenders should 
either not be referred at all or be referred only under 
extreme and unusual circumstances. 

3. Amend Va. Code Ann. §18.2-27l to provide that _ 
Ca) firs~ o~fenders who are referred to the VASAP upon a 

convlctlon for DUI or who are convicted of DUI after 
s~ccessfull~ completing the program be deprived of the 
rlght to drlve for a period of not more than 3 months 
in the discretion of the court; 

Cb) first offenders who drop out of the VASAP or who other
wise,f~il to successf~lly ~omplete the program after 
recelvlng a reduced llcenslng sanction under sUbsection 
(a) be subject to a loss of license for 6-12 months' , 

(c) first offenders who successfully complete the VASAP after 
a conviction for DUI remain subject to the initial 
licensing sanction of 0-3 months; 

Cd) the mandatory licensing sanction be reduced by as much as 
one-half for those second offenders who are referred to 
the VASAP and be retained if the offender successfully 
completes the program; and 

(e) second offenders who drop out of the VASAP or otherwise 
fail to suc7essf~11y comp~ete the program after receiving 
a reduced llcenslng sanctlon under subsection Cd) be 
subject to a mandatory loss of license under the present 
terms of §18.2-27l. 

The licensing provisions for multiple offenders and 
offenders not referred to the VASAP should remain the same. 
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4. Amend Va. Code Ann. §18.2-271.1(al) to provide for waiver 
of part or all of the required fee for entrance into the 
VASAP for persons determined to be indigent by the court. 

5. Amend Va. Code Ann. §18.2-271.1(b) to delete that portion 
which permits the court to accept completion of the VASAP 
in lieu of a conviction for DUI or a lesser offense. 

6. Adopt legislation requiring the court to note on the 
offender's record his participation or nonparticipation 

'. , 

in the VASAP along with the final disposition of the case. 
Notice of these facts should be forwarded to the Division 
of Motor Vehicles to be included on the offender's driving 
record. 
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ALTERNATIVE COURT PROCEDURES FOR DUI OFFENDERS 

by 

John J. Abbene and Peter E. Keith 
Graduate Legal Assistants 

INTRODUCTION 

Gene~al Background 

The combination of alcohol and driving is one of the most 
destructive forces in our society. Nationwide, alcohol abuse on 
the highway contrfbutes to some 24,000 deaths, at least 700,000 
vehicle crashes, 1) and several billion dollars lost in damage 
to persons and property each year. (2) Although Virginia's 
record of highway safety is better than average, the state is by 
no means exempt from the impact of the drinking driver". More 
than a third of all d~ivers involved in fatal crashes in Virginia 
during the past year had been drinking. (3) 

An innovative approach to the drunk driving problem was begun 
in 1972, when the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA) of the U. S. Department of Transportation established 35 
experimental Alcohol Safety Action Programs (ASAPs) across the 
country. Although each individual ASAP used different techniques, 
all were founded on the belief that traditional criminal penalties 
such as fines and jail sentences had been ineffective in deterring 
drinking while driving. Instead, the ASAPs applied a mixture of 
traditional penalties with noncriminal sanctions such as driver 
education and rehabilitation. Generally, each person arrested 
for dri'ring under the influence of alcohol (DUI) in an ASAP area 
would be classified according to his individual drinking problem. 
Criminal sanctions were then to be used not as punishment, but 
only to coerce attendance and good behavior at the appropriate 
educational agency. An offender who cooperated in the rehabil
itation program would either have the normal penalties for a 
DUI conviction suspended or have his DUI charge reduced to a 
lesser criminal offense. The ASAPs sought to eliminate costly 
and time-consuming backlogs of DUI cases present in many areas 
by shifting the emphasis away from trial and conviction, focu~
ing instead on charge bargaining and reduction of sentences. \4) 

, 



federally-funded ASAPs was establishe~ in Northern 
One of the 1972 The Fairfax ASAP study area lncluded ~he 

Virginia in early and F'alls Church, the towns of Herndon and V1
7
nna, 

cities of Fairfax 1 t d opulatlon and the County of Fairfax which included a tota s u y p , th 
' ' E tensive evaluations made durlng e 

of nea~~~T 590,000 reslden~~. 't x eduction in the number of personal 
ASAP period reve~17d ~ de~lnl e r l crashes in the Fairfax area 
injuries, fatal lnJurles and ~~t~ d based upon trends established 
from what wou~d have been pr{5~c ~UI arrest rates in the Fairfax 
over the prevlous 15 years. 130 er ear Qrior to the ASAP 
area rose dramatically, from,abo~~e ASA~ ye~rs. \6) Studies also 
to almost 3,500 per y~ar durlng DUI offenders was higher for 
indicated that the raLe of repea~ ~o ram than for ASAP partici-
those Pt7~ons no~ ~e~~rr~~A~oh!~ i;~r~ased public awareness of the pants? ~n~ t a e (8) 
drinklng-~rlvlng problem. 

, F' fax the 1974 General 
In response to these,res~~~:c~~n a~~e C~mmittee on Health, 

Assembly passed ~tr~~olut~~ndete-'minegthe feasibility of using 
Welfare and Instl u lons ,. , The Committee concluded 
the ASAP approach on ahs~~{ew~der~~~~~~g alcohol-related highway 
that the ASAP was wort w l_e ln, , mentation This took 
accidents and recooonended sta}e~lde l~li~ 1662 in March of 1975. (9) place following the passago 0 ouse 

, " A h 1 S f ty Action Program (VASAP) The statewide Vlrglnla lco 0 a e than 80~ of the 
d'l ' 1975 and now covers more a 

has growr. stea 1 y s~~c~ 1 more VASAP areas in the planning 
state'S(~8~Ul~~!o~ir;~~iaS~~;~~tment of Transportat~on saf~ty 
(i~~!~rlY the ~ighWay.saf~tYt~ivi!~~n~v~~~a~~~~ ~~s~~~:~a!s~ (11) 
task of statewlde a~mln~s ra on 'free to vary its specific 
Although each ~oca11ty lnlth:e~~at~h~Sgenera1 approach is modeled 
program accordlng t? loca n, .' each DUI offender referred 
upon that of the Falrfax P~oJ7c~e;viewed and classified according 
to th7 VASAP by thedc?Urtthls !~signed to education or treatment to drlnker type, an lS , e~ 
commensurate with his drlnklng problem. 

Present Virginia DUI Law 

S ~' 18 2-270 of the Virginia Code authorizes tradi~ionafl 
eCLlon : nvicted of DUI. The sanctlon or 

cl'iminal penal t17 S f?r hPersor;s , ~o term of not more than 6 months, 
first offenders lS elt er a Jal . ersons convicted of a 
a fine of not more than $500, ?r ~oth, p. f the first DUI 
secor;d ?r subsequen~ offens~O~l~~l$l~~O~e:~~ ~ 1-month to 1-

Y
7ar 7~r;vll~tlon fii) avf~~~n~! ~aw also requires mand~tory suspenSlon of 

Jal erm. 't' f ~ DUI Flrst offenders the clri ver' I s license upon conV1C lon o~ '. hile 
must forfeit the driving privilege for 6 J~0r;ths to 1 year, ~13) 
second offenders lose the license for a perlod of 3 years. 
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The statute which created a statewide VASAP in 1975, now 
section 18.2-271.1 of the Virginia Code, allows for great flex
ibility in court procedures dealing with the drinking driver. 
Subsections (a) and (al) provide that persons arrested for a 
first, second or subsequent DUI offense may, with leave of 
court or upon court order, enter a local VASAP or other rehab
ilitation program. Persons entering a local VASAP are required 
to pay a fee of not more than $200. The trial judge may refer 
a DUI offender to the program following a plea of guilty or after 
presentation of evidence sufficient to give rise to a finding 
of guilt, but the statute does not require a conviction for DUI 
prior to referral. As a result, the mandatory license Suspension 
provisions of the Code do not take effect when there is no DUI 
conviction, and these offenders who are referred are generally 
permitted to retain a full driving privil~ge. Courts are also 
given broad power to set conditions upon entry into the rehab
ilitation program. (14) 

Subsection (b) of the VASAP authorizing statute gives 
the trial court further discretion as to final disposition of 
the DUI case. If the offender is refused entry into the VASAP, or 
following referral violates any condition set forth by the court, 
the judge is authorized to dispose of the case as if the VASAP did 
not exist. In such cases the traditional criminal penalties 
outlined above will apply to persons ultimately convicted of 
DUr. If the offender successfully completes the rehabilitation 
program and complies with all conditions, the trial judge has 
the freedom to apply any of three options. He may convict the 
offender for DUI despite Successful completion of the VASAP and 
apply (or Suspend) any of the traditional criminal penalties 
authorized under Section 18.2-270; he may accept completion of 
the program in lieu of a conviction fOI' DUI and the resulting 
penalties; or he may amend the warrant and reduce the charges, 
ultimately c?nvicting t~e,offe?~5) for a lesser offense such as 
reckless or lmproper drlvlng. 

Background to the Present Study 

House Joint Resolution No. 102 (see Appendix A), passed by 
the Virginia General Assembly in February 1978, created a Com
mission to study all aspects of Virginia drunk driving laws. 
Believing that sufficient time had passed since the inception 
of the statewide VASAP for proper data to be available, the Gen
eral Assembly directed its Commission to study the effectiveness 
of the statewide program and to examine whether Virginia law 
relating to DUI offenders should be changed. This study by the 
Virginia Highway and Transportation Research Council was requested 
by the Department of Transportation Safety and is independent of 
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the Commission's inquiry, but is designed to aid the Commission 
by providing information on present DUI court procedures and 
possible alternatives which the state might adopt. 

PURPOSE AND SCOPE 

The purpose of this report is to evaluate the need for 
alternative court procedures in Virginia for handling cases 
involving persons charged with driving under the influence of 
alcohol (DUI), with particular focus on the referral of DUI 
offenders to the VASAP. The report discusses four issues specif
ically raised by House Joint Resolution No. 102: 

1. Whether the law should limit the discretion presently 
given the trial judge; 

2. whether convictions should be required prior to entry 
into rehabilitation programs; 

3. whether work privileges to operate a motor vehicle 
should be issued instead of allowing an offender to 
retain his full driving privilege; and 

4. whether second offenders should be given another 
opportunity to enter a rehabilitation program. 

In order to evaluate the need for changing the present court 
procedures in drunk driving cases, a questionnaire was mailed to 
district court judges, circuit court judges, commonwealth's 
attorneys, local VASAP directors and a random sampling of state 
and local police. The major portion of the report presents the 
results of this survey. A brief review of the literature eval
uating the effectiveness of rehabilitation programs is included 
with the questionnaire analysis. Also included is information 
from a literature review on the effectiveness of hardship or 
occupational licensing as a sanction in traffic cases. 

METHODOLOGY 

This study presents opinions of judges, prosecutors and 
police who regularly handle cases involving persons charged with 
DUI. Participants were mailed questionnaires designed to discover 
the present court procedures being used in drunk driving cases and 
to elicit their opinions on possible alternatives to the present 
procedures. Many alternatives involve the amendment of §18.2-27l.l. 
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A total of 523 questionnaires were sent out as follows: 

61 Juvenile and Domestic Relations 

District Court Judges 

103 General District Court Judges 

107 Circuit Court Judges 

121 Commonwealth's Attorneys 

109 Police 

22 Local VASAP Directors 

Five different questionnaires were prepared. 
developed for juvenile and general district court 
the others for each of the four remaining groups. 
were common to all the questionnaires while other 
directed only at certain occupational groups. 

One was 
judges, and 

Many questions 
questions were 

Questionnaires were mailed to all of the commonwealth's 
attorneys and all general district court, circuit court and 
juvenile court judges in Vi~ginia. They were also sent to each 
local VASAP director, each state police area sergeant (42) and 
a random sample (selected by using a table of random numbers) of 
local police and sheriffs. The questionnaires were enclosed 
with a cover letter and a return addressed, stamped envelope. 
(A copy of one of the questionnaires along with the accompanying 
cover letter is in Appendix B.) 

Approximately 55% of the questionnaires were returned by 
the deadline date set in the cover letter and the questionnaire. 
All persons who failed to respond to the questionnaire were con
tacted by telephone and asked to return it as soon as possible. 
Persons who indicated that they did not receive the questionnaire 
were mailed another copy. As a result of these efforts, 78% of 
the questionnaires were finally returned. 

Thirty-one of the questionnaires were returned unanswered 
for the following reasons: 

1. Respondents didn't handle DUI cases; 

2. the position no longer existed; 

3. respondents were new in the position and felt unqualified 
to answer; or 
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4. certain judges said only the chief judge answers ques
tionnaires. 

Once these presons were eliminated from the sample, the 
rates of response listed in Table 1 were noted. 

Table 1 

Rates of Response 

Number Returned-
Occupation Sample Size % Returned 

General District Ct. Judges 75 of 87 86 
Juvenile and Domestic 

Relations Ct. Judges 43 of 60 72 
Circuit Ct. Judges 75 of 104 72 
Commonw.:.~al th' s Attorneys 89 of 120 74 
Police 86 of 99 86 

Total 368 of 470 78 

Responses were then statistically accumulated so that com
parisons could be made among the occupational groups. The 
responses of the local VASAP directors were accumulated separately 
and are not included in the tables in the text of the report 
(their responses can be found in Appendix C). The resulting data 
are presented with the discussion of each segment of the question
naire. Statistical analysis was not performed since it was not 
thought to be particularly relevant to the intended audience. 
Relevant literature on the effectiveness of rehabilitation pro
grams and occupational licenses is analyzed with the questionnaire 
results. 

Data are presented in the following manner: 

~ Occupation No Yes 

General District X 
Court Y 

Juvenile Court 

Circuit Court 

-Fros ecutors 

Police 

Total 

x = The number of General District Court judges 
responding negatively to the question. 

Y = The percentage of the General District Court 
judges who responded negatively to the question. 
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Finally, from the data rev~aled by the study, as well as 
other information available to the authors, recommendations were 
made regarding the revision of existing DUI laws and procedures. 

QUESTIONNAIRE ANALYSIS 

Background Information 

Introductory Questions 

Certain introductory questions were directed at each respond
en~ t? dete~m~ne his familiarity with the VASAP and the present 
dr1lnklng-drlvlng laws. Nearly 80% of the circuit court judges 
responding to the questionnaire indicated that they reviewed DUI 
cases on appeal "frequently" or "occasionally" and 72 of 73 

" . , 
Clrcult Court Judges (99%) believed themselves to be familiar with 
-the VASAP and present DUI trial court procedures. All 89 of the 
responding commonwealth's attorneys either presently prosecute 
DUI offend~rs o~ h~ve.do~e sO.in the past, and 91% of the group 
p~osecute In a ]urlsdlctlon wlth a currently operational VASAP. 
Elghty-four of the 86 state and local police (98%) who returned 
a questionnaire work in an area where the VASAP is used in dealina 
with DUI offenders. 0 

Additionally, judges and prosecutors were asked whether or 
not they had ever attended a seminar on alcohol and highway safety 
sponsored by the Virginia Highway Safety Division (recently renamed 
the Department of Transportation Safety). Juvenile court (80%) 
and general district court (65%) judges showed the highest rates 
of participation in the seminar with the rates for circuit court 
judges (47%) and prosecuting attorneys (48%) being somewhat lower 
(see Table 2). 

The responses to these introductory questions point to the 
conclusion that the overwhelming majority of those officials who 
responded to the questionnaires are experienced in dealing with 
DUI offenders, and are generally familiar with the VASAP and the 
present drinking-driving laws. All persons who did not feel 
themselves qualified to respond to the questionnaire were removed 
from the final sample. 
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Table 2 

Have you ever attended a seminar on Alcohol and Highway 
Safety sponsored by the Highway Safety Division? 

~ Occupation No Yes 

General 26 49 
District Court 34.7% 65.3% 

Juvenile Court 8 31 
20.5% 79.5% 

Circuit Court 38 34 
S2.8% 47.2% 

Prosecutors 46 42 
S2.3% 47.7% 

Total 118 156 
43.1% 5-6.9% 

Evaluation of VASAP Effectiveness 

A comprehensive evaluation of the effectiveness of the VASAP 
was clearly beyond the scope and resources of this study. The 
purpose of the next few pages must be much more limited. The 
first section analyzes the responses to parts of the question
naire which give an indication as to how well state officials feel 
the VASAP is working. The second section draws upon the literature 
on the VASAP and studies made at the Fairfax project in examining 
whether any positive impact can be statistically verified. The 
final section offers the reader a brief review of some of the 
published studies which examine the effectiveness of the rehab
ilitation approach and the federal ASAP experiments outside of 
Virginia. 

Questionnaire Results 

Question 1, directed at all of the occupational groups, 
was designed to gauge statewide support for the use of rehab
ilitation in dealing with DUI offenders. As shown in Table 3, 
more than 93% of the respondents agree that rehabilitation should 
play some role in DUI cases, while less than 7% believe that 
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reh~bi~ita~ion should never be used. Although there is inherent 
amblgulty ln the phrases "as an alternative to" and "in conjunction 
with", the overwhelming preference for rehabilitation "in conjunction 
with",traditional criminal sanctions (79% vs. 14%) suggests that 
most Judges and prosecutors do not believe that the VASAP should 
b~come a c?mRlete substitute for t~e ~mposition of licensing actions, 
flnes and Jall sentences on the drlnklng driver. Of all the occu
pational groups, police were the ones most opposed to the use of 
rehabilitation, with 15% indicating that rehabilitation and educa
tion should not be available for DUI offenders. 

Question 3 sought to reveal the extent to which the VASAP is 
being used by courts. Table 4 shows that around 90% of Virginia 
judges and prosecutors make use of the program. Juvenile court 
judges (79%) were the most reluctant to use the program' several of 
~hese,judges felt that it is applicable only to adults,'and that 
Juvenlles should b2 dealt with differently. Persons who answered 
"no" to the question ei ther ~Nork in a non-VASAP area and have no 
opportunity to use the program, or work in a VASAP area but never
theless refuse to use the program. The police responded to a 
slightly different question - whether or not they "approve" 
of the,use of VASAP. Table 4 shows that 34% of the sample group . 
of pollce do not support the program, while 66% approve of the use' 
of VASAP. 

Table 3 

In the handling of persons arrested for DUI, driver rehab
ilitation and education should be used -

______ a) as an alternative to traditional criminal sanctions 

______ b) ln conjunction with traditional criminal sanctions 

c) not at all 

~ 
I 

A ! C Occupation 

General , 10 61 4 
Dis t:rict: Court: 13.3't 81.-3~ 5.31-... 
Juvenile Court 6 -32 1 , 

lS.4't 82.11- 2.6% 
Circu:i.t Court: 13 52 3 

19.1't 76.51- 4.41. 

Commonwealth I s 12 73 3 Attorneys 13.61- 83.01- 3.41-
Police I 9 64 13 

10.51- 74.47- 15.17-
Total 50 282 24 

14.01- 79.21- 6.7'7. 
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Table 4-

Judges and Prosecutors 
Do you use VASAP and its local programs in the disposition 
of cases involving individuals accused of DUI? 

Police 
Do you approve of using VASAP in the disposition of cases 
involving individuals accused of DUI? 

ts--Occupation No Yes 

General 6 69 
District Court 8 .. Oio 92.0% 

Juvenile Court 9 34 
20.9% 79.1% 

Circuit Court 11 63 
14.9% 85.1% 

Prosecutors 4 85 
4.5% 95.5% 

Police 29 57 
33.7% 66.3% 

Total 59 208 
16.1% 83.9% 

The responses shown in Tables 3 and 4 indicate wide us~ ?f t~e 
VASAP throughout the state and general agreement that rehabl17tat1on 
is a proper tool for dealing with DU~ offenders. The cO~C1US1?n. 
that the VASAP has gained support among court personnel 1S verlf1ed 
through other questionnaire surveys that have b~en condu~ted. A 
Highway Safety Division telephone sur~ey noted 1n the Th1r~ ~ASAP 
Annual Report determined that only 13~ of a sample group o~ Judges 
and prosecutors disagreed with the statement that "VASAP w1ll reduce 
the number of people who drive under the in~lue~ce of alc?hol." (10) 
Also, a questionnaire directed ~o ge~eral d1str7ct court Judges as 
part of a Washington and Lee Un1vers1ty law reV1ew study revealed 
that 61% of the responding judges believed the VAS~P to be 
successful while only 9% said it was not. 35 Wash1ngton and Lee 
Law Review'S73 (1978). Undoubtedly many court officials believe 
that it is still too early to tell whether the VASAP has been 
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effective. Still, it is fair to conclude that most judges and 
prosecutors support the use of rehabilitation and have some 
degree of confidence in the program. The responses in Tables 3 
and 4 reveal that of the occupational groups, the police support 
the VASAP the least. 

Many respondents used the additional space provided to 
voice their feelings about the VASAP. These general comments reveal 
a remarkably wide range of opinions about present DUl laws, and 
point to the controversial nature of the subject matter. Many 
favorable comments about the VASAP were received, and some 'state 
officials feel the law should remain as it presently exists. 
These judges and prosecutors praised effective VASAP programs in 
their localities, cited improved public information about drinking 
and driving, and pointed to the propriety of distinguishing 
between social and problem drinkers . 

Other respondents were vehement in their denunciation of the 
VASAP, stating that criminal penalties are more effective in 
deali~g with ~he drunken driver. Critics of the program recounted 
exper1ences w1th DUl offenders who "laugh about being placed on 
VASAP", branded the program as a "waste of time" and another 
instance of state bureaucracy with "unpredictable" administrators, 
and even went so far as to attribute the 1977 increase in state 
traffic fatalities to the VASAP. 

The views of the vast majority of respondents fell somewhere 
between these two extremes. Most persons disagreed with at least 
o~e or more. specific aspects of the present law, while at the same 
t1me approv1ng of the presence of the VASAP. Much of the disagree
ment with present law is revealed in the responses to the "alter
native court procedures" questions. The Commission's difficult 
task w~l~ be to reach compromises sufficient to satisfy some of 
the cr1t1cs of the present DUl law without alienating support 
which already exists. 

Review of VASAP Literature 

It should be noted at the outset that evaluation of the 
effectiveness of a program such as the VASAP is a difficult process. 
The fundamental goal of the program is to improve highway safety 
by reducing crashes, injuries and fatalities related to alcohol 
and driving. However, serious difficulties in research lie in the 
~a~ of proving the impact of any safety program on traffic fatal-
1t1es and crashes. Because the rates of traffic deaths and acci
de~ts constantly fluctuate, success can be shown only by reductions 
Wh1Ch are statistically significant. More important, even if 
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reductions are found to exist , it is nearly impossible to demon'
strate that a particular program such as the VASAP, rather than 
some other factor, is responsible. 

The statewide VASAP, introduced in early 1975, now covers 
80% of the state's population, with another 9% be~ng covered by 
local programs presently in the.plann~ng stage Wh1Ch are expected 
to be operational in 1978. It 1S est1mated that more t~an 13,000(10) 
DUI offenders were referred to local VASAP ~rograms dur1ng 1977. 
This extensive implementation of the statew1de program.has taken 
place in such a short period of time that a comprehens1ve eval
uation of its impact has not yet been made. 

Insufficient data exist at the present time ~o ~llow ~ proper 
analysis of the effectiveness of the VASAP. Stat1st1cs Wh1Ch are 
available indicate that the annual n~mber of DUI arres~~O~as 
increased by 22% since the introduct1on of th~ VASAP.. It 
cannot be stated with any certainty that the 1ncrease 1n th~ arre~t 
rate is the result of VASAP activity, sinc~ othe~ facto~s, 1nclud1ng 
a rise in the number of drivers and in veh1cle m1les dr1ven over 
the past 3 years may have contributed to the increase. It has.not 
been shown that the VASAP has had a significant impact on traff1c 
safety statistics such as alcohol-re~ated.fatal~ty.and cras~ " 
rates. (16) Two other indicators wh1ch m1ght a1d 1n measur1ng tHe 
program's success in improving highway saf~ty are ~he ~ate o~ 
DUI recidivism and average BAC level. No 1nformat1o~ 7s.ava1~able 
which compares the present statewide rate of DUI rec1d1v1sm w1th 
the rates in years prio~ to the VASAP. Sev~ral of the.loc~l pro
grams indicate about a 3% recidivism rate,. 10) but.th1S f1gure 
standing alone offers no measure of effect1veness w1thout a com
parison with the pre-VASAP rates. Also, the 3% f~gure may not 
include those recidivists who have been arrested 1n more than one 
VASAP area. 

There is some indication that the average BAC level of 
persons arrested for DUI may be on the decline. Th~ "VASAP Fact 
Sheet", a pamphlet published by the sta;e VASAP ~ff1ce, reveals 
that the mean BAC level in 1977 (0.1765~) was Sllghtl~ l~w~r than 
the mean in 1976 (0.1798%). Also, the percentage of 1nd1v1duals 
with a BAC of 0.20% or above declined from about 40% in 1976 to 
37% in 1977. (16) The statistics indicate a slight mea~ure.of 
improvement in highway safety. A lowe~ mean BAC level 1mp~le~ that 
Virginia police are spotting and remov1~g from the road dr1nk1ng 
drivers who may hdve passed undetected 1n years past. Although the 
data suggest that the program is effective to some degree, they are 
by no means conclusive. The decline in the BAC level from 1976-
77 may be merely the normal fluctuation over a year's pe~i~d, and 
at any rate is not necessarily attributable to VASAP act1v1ty. 
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The only detailed studies of program effectiveness made thus 
far in the state were conducted in conjunction with the Fairfax 
ASAP during the yeL~s of federal funding (1972-76). The most 
important of these was an evaluation made in 19~5 by Spencer and 
Ferguson Qf the Virginia Highway and Transportation Research 
Council. l5) This study found a significant reduction in the numbers 
of personal injuries, fatal injuries and fatal crashes in the 
Fairfax area from what would have been predicted by linear 
regression analysis based on trends established over the previous 
15 yea~s. The researchers then attempted to determine whether 
this reduction could be attributed to the presence of the ASAP 
prcject. Data on vehicle registration, vehicle miles traveled, 
and population changes were analyzed, and these variables were 
rejected as possible explanations of the improvement in highway 
safety. Also, injury and crash figures from a non-ASAP control site 
(Henrico County) revealed no change comparable to the reductio~ 
that occurred in Fairfax. Although these results indicate that the 
Fair,fax ASAP had been successful, the researchers noted that the 
recently instated 55 mile per hour speed limit may have affected 
the reduction of crashes and fatalities. Spencer and Ferguson 
also hypothesized that the unusually high number of fatal crashes 
in Fairfax in 1971, the year prior to the initiation of the ASAP, 
may have upset the projections, so that reductions shown in fatal
ities and crashes in the years 1972-1974 might merely be a return 
to the norm rather that the result of ASAP activity. The study 
also sought to determine the impact of the Fairfax ASAP by exam
ining the average BAC level of drivers arrested for DUI. The 
study found a slight reduction in the BAC level in the years 
1972 through 1974, from 0.19% to 0.18%, which could not necessarily 
be attributed to the presence of the ASAP, because Virginia's 
presumptive BAC limit for DUI had been lowered from 0.15% to 
0.10% during the period. 

The results of the Spencer and Ferguson research, while not 
conclusive, suggest that the Fairfax ASAP had a positive impact 
on highway safety. This interpretation is supported by a 1975 
study by Lynn, which found that DUI recidivism rates for persons 
not referred to Fairfax ASAP rehabilitation programs were 
significantly higher than rates for persons referred to such 
programs. (77 A related study by the same researcher indicated 
that the Fairfax ASAP's public information programs had been 
successful· in inc~easing public knowledge about the drinking
driving problem. (17) 

An analysis of DUI arrest rates in the Fairfax area revealed 
the dramatic impact on the misdemeanor court system. For many 
years arrest rates in Fairfax had been ridiculously low. Judges 
had felt that the mandatory suspension of the driver's license 
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and the possibility of a criminal sanction were too harsh a 
penalty for a person convicted of a DUI first offense. Judicial 
reluctance to apply the statutory sanctions in turn affected 
police, who realized that enforcement of the law would be a 
waste of time. However, under the ASAP approach, judges could 
circumvent the statutory requirements by referring offenders to 
rehabilitation wi~hout a conviction for DUI and then reducing 
charges following successful completion of the program. As a 
result, DUI arrests in Fairfax rose from 125 in 1971 to over 
3,000 by the end of federal experiment. (10) 

In general, no conclusion can be drawn fr'om the available 
literature as to the effectiveness of the VASAP in improving highway 
safety. No statewide statistics exi~,t which can definitely 
verify success of the program. While the Fairfax studies suggest 
that the ASAP had a positive impact in that locality, the Fairfax 
situation may have been so unique that the results there may not 
be applicable to the state as a whole. 

Impact of the ASAP Approach Outside of Virginia: A Review of 
Available Literature 

The nationwide ASAP experiment has proven even more difficult 
to evaluate than any state program. None of the studies examined 
by these reviewers offer conclusive statistical evidence which 
shows that the ASAPs as a group have effectively reduced alcohol
related traffic fatalities and accidents. A 1974 NHTSA study 
reviewed existing data from the eight ASAP localities where the 
program had been operational for at least two full years, and 
concluded that overall trends suggested the ASAPs had a positive 
impact in reducing fatalities, accidents and DUI recidivism. (18) 
Evidence that a proportionally greater reduction in nighttime 
accidents had occurred during the ASAP years supported this 
conclusion of program effectiveness, since most alcohol-related 
accidents occur at night. 

However, the NHTSA study was severely criticized by Zador 
for failing to meet minimum requirements of scientific validity. (19) 
Zador pointed out that there could be no certainty as to the 
proof of the effectiveness of the ASAPs without the use of a non
ASAP control area to help eliminate rival hypotheses (such as the 
energy crisis or 55 mph speed limit) which might also explain a 
reduction in fatalities or accidents. Zador compared an ASAP 
area with what he 70nsidered to be a comparable non-ASAP locality, 
based upon populatlon and geographic factors, and found no 
evidence of a decline in the fatality rate attributable to the 
ASAP alone. According to Zador, "it is only possible to conclude 
scien~ificall~ that ASAPs, as large-scale social programs, have 
been lneffec"l:lve". 
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NHTSA researchers quickly jumped to the defense of the 
ASAPs. Johnson et ale criticized Zador's own methodology, 
statistical design, and choice of comparison group. (20) They 
argued that Zador's conclusion of program ineffectiveness was 
hasty and unfounded, and should more appropriately have been 
one of unproven effectiveness. Zador later published a rejoinder 
to the Johnson study in which he stood firm on his conclusion and 
sought to disarm the NHTSA critique. (21) 

Two other studies which examined available data cast further 
doubt on the effectiveness of the ASAPs as a group in redvcing 
accidents and fatalities. In response to a legislative resolution, 
the California Department of Motor Vehicles evaluated the ASAP 
approach to the DUI problem and found no evidence that the program 
had any impact on the accident fatality rates of the target 
communities. (22) McGuire and Peck were al'so not convinced that 
the ASAPs were effective in reducing accidents: 

Based on the reported evidence, these 
reviewers do not believe any definite 
inferences can be made regarding the 
impact (general effect) of ASAP systems 
on accident rates. If anything, the 
evidence in the direction of no impact 
seems stronger than the evidence sup
porting an impact. It therefore seems 
reasonable to conclude that the ASAPs 
did ~ot have a substantial effect on 
the accident rate, .... on the 
assumption tnat truly substantial effects 
would have been more con9istently and 
evidently demonstrated. ~23) 

A few statistical studies have compared subsequent driving 
records of rehabilitation program participants versus nonpar
ticipants in an attempt to measure the effectiveness of a par
ticular therapeutic program. While these studies did not attempt 
a comprehensive review of the ASAPs, their conclusions questioned 
the effectiveness of the rehabilitation-education approach to the 
drinking-driving problem. 

Blumenthal and Ross examined the subsequent driving behavior 
of 495 persons convicted in ,Denver of a DUI first offense. (24) 
The sample group was subjected to various legal penalties and 
rehabilitation approaches ranging from fines to in-patient 
alcohol treatment. The researchers discovered that the subsequent 
driv~ng records of persons assigned to rehabilitation programs 
were not significantly different from the records of persons 

15 



given a fine or placed on probation. Blumenthal and Ross advised 
the use of fines as the best DUI countermeasure, since none of the 
other more costly approaches produced superior results. In a 
related study, these same researchers evaluated the effects of a 
court appearance on the subsequent driving behavior of several 
thousand traffic violators. (Z5) They discovered that the driving 
records of the court-appearance group were not consistently 
superior to those of the non-appearance group. These results 
conflict with the commonly held assumption that face-to-face 
contact with a judge necessar~ly results in reduced recidivism 
and greater traffic safety benefits. 

A 1972 California study compared subsequent a~cidents and 
convictions of DUI offenders referred to various rehabilitation 
programs with those of drivers given no such treatment. (26) The 
results showed no overall difference in driving records between 
the rehabilitation group and the control group. A similar study 
evaluated a rehabilitation program established at the Nassau 
County, New York, ASAP in which 2,805 DUI offenders were randomly 
invited to at~e~d ~he program and those in.a.similar-sized control 
group were nOL lnvlted. (Z7) Subsequent drlvlng ~ecords of the two 
groups were analyzed to determine rates of accidents, DUI recidivism 
and convictions for nonalcohol-related traffic violations. The 
study revealed no difference in the rates of DUI recidivism or 
nonalcohol-related convictions between those DUI offenders who 
completed rehabilitation and those not invited to participate. 
Further, those offenders who completed the rehabilitation program 
had a higher rate of subsequent accident involvement than persons 
not invited to participate. Presumably, this resulted from more 
driving by the rehabilitation group, who unlike the control group 
were not subject to license suspension or revocation. The study 
concluded that the Nassau County ASAP rehabilitation program had 
failed to meet its objective of reducing DUI recidivism, but the 
~esearuhers remained optimistic about the therapeutic approach 
ln theory. 

Other evaluations of DUI rehabilitation programs report 
mor8 positive impacts in reducing the rate of recidivism. An 
analysis of the effectiveness of the New Hampshi:~e ASAP driver 
retraining schools showed that convicted DUI offenders referred 
to the Pfo~)am had a lower rearrest rate than persons not re
ferred. 2 Similar results emerged from a study of drivers 
completing a Phoenix, Arizona, DUI reeducation program. (29) 
However, the authors of both of these studies noted that the 
results should not be considered statistically conclusive, be
cause the referral and non-referral groups did not have compa
able ~rior driving records. The Massachusetts Driver Alcohol 
Education Program has apparently been very successful. (30) 
A statewide recidivism rate of 2C% prior to the program has been 
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reduced to less than 5% in half of the state's probation offices, 
and to between 5% and 10% in another one-third. 

The studies outlined above generally suggest that the ASAPs 
as a group have had no proven, substantial.impact in improvi~g 
highway safety, and that one mu~t be Sk~ptlcal abo~t.t~e merlt~ 
of the rehabilitative approach ln reduclng DUI recldlvlsm and lmprov
ing driving behavior. However, it may be possible to evaluate 
the effectiveness of ~he ASAPs and the rehabilitative model from 
a different perspective. For example, Scrimgeour analyzed data 
from the various ASAPs and conceded that no significant impact 
on highway safety could be proven. (4) Nevertheless, he believes 
the ASAPs to be a valuable tool because of the positive impact the 
programs have had on the misdemeanor court systems of the target 
communities. 

At the time the ASAP experiment was first i.ntroduced, many 
of the misdemeanor courts charged with enforcing DUI laws were 
plagued with backlogs and delays, and judges often viewed the 
penalty for a DUI conviction as too harsh. Administrati:e 
difficulties and reluctance to enforce the law resulted ln a small 
number of DUI prosecutions. The ASAPs provided the innovative 
tactics necessary to deal with these problems in the courts, 
and Scrimgeour reports that judges in the more efficient ASAP 
areas were enthusiastic about the programs. For example, a plea 
bargaining progr~m developed in the Phoenix ASAP eliminated a 
large backlog of cases by requiring that all DUI offenders su~cess
fully complete the driver rehabilitation program before pleadlng 
guilty to a reduced charge. (31) As a result, almost ali of
fenders pleaded not guilty to DUI, and then enrolled in reha
bilitation programs to have their charges reduced. DUI cases 
could be processed faster, and the backlog disappeared. 

Scrimgeour notes that the ASAPs were also welcomed in 
areas where judges had been reluctant to convict for DUI. As 
indicated in the preceding section, this was the situation in 
Fairfax prior to the ASAP in 1972. The ASAPs gav~ judges who.b~
lieved DUI penalties to be too harsh the alternatlve of rehablll
tation or education as a means of dealing with the drinking driver. 

Finally, the ASAPs may prove to be valuable in a way un
related to either highway safety or the misdemeanor court system. 
DUI arrests are useful in identifying a sizeable portion of the 
country's alcohol abusers. Scrimgeous notes: 



Most arrested persons are reasonably 
respectable, functioning citizens, 
and a drinking-driving arrest ten~s to 
be an earlier identifier of the rlsk 
they pose to society than do their 
other problems. Drinking-driver. 
arrests are the most frequent pOlnt 
of interaction between drinkers and 
the public's safety and the most 
legitimate point for.gove~nmen~ 
intervention in a drlnker s prlvate 
world. (4) 

Supporters of the thera~eutic approach would.argue th~t education 
and rehabilitation provlde a better o~portun:ty to brlng th; 
DUI offender's drinking problems to Ilght, wlth more ~ope.o~ 
eliminating the cause rather than.t~e sympt~ms of.antlsoclal 
behavior than does traditional crlmlnal punlshmen~. 

Present Court Procedures 

Numerous problems in charac~eriz~ng DUI offenders were e~
countered in preparing the questlonnalres because of the varylng 
circumstances under which an offe~der can 7nter court. R~ther 
than presenting the respondents wlth a.serles ?f hypothetlcal 
situations, the authors decided to deflne the lmportant terms 
and use the same definitions throughout the study. Although the 
definitions are departures from normal usage, they were adopted 
because the authors felt that the cases of DUI offender~ ~hou~d be 
judged with a view towards possible referral t~ a rehab:lltatlon 
program. For these reasons, a "first offender was defln7 d as a 
person who had never been referred to the ~A~AP .. It was lntended 
that persons convicted of DUI before rehabllltatlon programs were 
available or persons convicted by judges who refused to use the 
VASAP be included in this category. "Second.offenders" ~ere 
defined as persons who had been given one prlor opportunlty to 
participate-in the VASAP. Persons convicted of DUI who re~used to 
enter the VASAP or persons who were refus 7d entrance by ~ Judge 
based on the weight of the evidence were lntended to be lnc~~ded 
as second offenders. Finally, "multiple off7nders" were.d7Ilned 
as persons who had been given two or more prlor opportunltles 
to participate in the VASAP. 

Following the questions seeking their v~ews ~n the VASAP 
and rehabilitation programs in general, the Juvenlle court and 
general district court judges and co~~onwealt~'s attor~eys wer7 
asked to indicate the procedures presently belng used ln handllng 
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DUI offenders. Only those persons who use the VASAP in DUI cases 
were asked to answer the questions on present court procedures. 

First, the respondents were asked about the general require
ments of the court prior to referring a first offender to the 
VASAP. Table 5 shows that approximately 10% of the judges who 
answered the question require the first offender to be convicted 
of DUI prior to going into the program. This result was corrobo
rated by the responses of the prosecutors. Additionally, 19% of 
the judges require the defendant to enter a guilty plea prior to 
participating in the VASAP. However, 38% of the prosecutors 
indicated that the court usually requires a guilty plea. The exact 
reasons for this dIscrepancy are uncertain but could be due to 
the differences in geographical location between the persons in 
each group who answered the questions, or to the fact that circuit 
court judges were not included in the sample for these questions. 
In any case, the judges' responses should be taken as being the 
most representative, since they are the persons regulating entrance 
into the program. Thirty-six percent of the general district 
court judges and 52% of the juvenile court judges indicated that 
the court need only hear evidence sufficient to support a finding 
of guilt before referring a first offender to the VASAP. The 
remaining 36% of the general district court judges and 15% of 
the juvenile court judges checked more than one response with 
most requiring either a guilty plea or the hearing of evidence 
sufficient to support a finding of guilt. Eight percent of the 
respondents indicated that in addition to these requirements, 
the defendant must request entry into the VASAP before he will 
be referred and that the court is reluctant to order a first 
offender to participate in the program. The wide disparity in 
the answers to this question indicates that judges are using the 
discretion permitted them under the present statute in determin
ing what is required of a first offender before he can be referred 
to VASAP. 

Next the respondents were asked to report the percentage of 
DUI first offenders they refer to the VASAP. Ei~lty-four percent 
of the general district court judges and 73% of the juvenile 
court judges refer over three-fourths of the first offenders. 
In addition, 36% of the general district court judges and 43% 
of the juvenile court judges refer over 95% of the first offenders 
(see Table 6)~ The prosecutors indicated that 91% of the courts 
refer more than three-fourths of the first offenders. These 
responses show that most of the judges who use the VASAP in 
handling DUI cases use it extensivelY. 
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Table 5 

What do you generally require prior to referring a DUI "first 
offender" to VASAP? (Check any which apply) 

----a) the defendant must plead guilty to DUI 

b) the court need only to hear evidence sufficient --- to support a finding of guilt 

c) the defendant must be convicted of DUI ---
d) other (please specify) 

---- ------------------------------

ts 
Number ~uilty Plea Guilty Sufficient DUI Guilty Plea of 

Plea Evidence ~onviction 
or 

or DUI 

Occupation . 
Hespondents Sufficient 

Conviction Evidence 

General 
District Ct. 

Juvenile Ct. 

Prosecutors 

'ro'rAr. 

IT 

13 24 6 16 3 
67 19.4% 35.8% 8.9% 23.9% 4.5% 

5 15 4 2 1 
29 17.2% 51. 7% 13~0% 6.9% 3.4% 

28 17 
, 

8 13 3 
74 37.0% 23.0% 10.0% 17.6% 4.1% 

46 56 18 31 7 
170 27.1% 32.9% 10.6% 18.2% 4.1% 

Note: Additionally, 14 respondents required the DUI "first offende~" 
to request entry into VASAP. 

cr -. q 

, 

Sufficient 
Guilty 

Evidence 
Plea or 

Sufficient 
.or Evidence D[Jl D[JI 

Conviction 
or 

'Conviction 

1 4 
1. 5% 6.0% 

0 2 
0% 6.9% 

1 4 
1. 4% 5.4% 

2 10 
1. 2% 5.9% 
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Table 6 

What percentage of DUT !!first offenders!! does the court 
refer to VASAP? 

~ Occupation Less Than 50-75% 76-85% 86-95io More Than 
50% 95% 

General 3 7 7 24 23 
District Ct. 4.7% 10.9% 10.9io 37.5% 35.9% 

Juvenile Ct. 5 3 2 7 13 
16.7% 10.0% 6. T% 23.3% 43.3% 

Prosecutors 1 '6 11 24 .. 36 
1~3% 7.7% 14.1% 30.8% 46.2% 

Total 9 16 20 55 72 
5.2% 9.3% 11.6% 32~0% 41.9% - -

Knowing what percentage of first offenders were referred 
to the VASAP was not enough; it was important to know the reasons 
why first offenders were not being referred. For this reason, 
the juvenile court and general district court judges were asked 
to rate the importance of five factors in determining not to 
refer a first offender to the program. The factors were: 

, 

Ca) the offender's involvement in a fatal accident, Cb) his involve
ment in an accident causing personal injury, (c) his involvement 
in an accident causing property damage, Cd) the BAC level at the 
time of arrest, and (e) prior DUI convictions. The responses to 
this question are presented in Tables 7-11. Approximately 72% 
of the judges indicated that the offender's involvement in a fatal 
accident was either very important or important in determining not 
to refer him to the VASAP. Similarly, 82% of the judges indicated 
that prior DUI convictions were very important or important in 
that determination. 
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Table 7 

How important is the Blood Alcohol Content (BAC) level at the time 
of arrest in determining that a "first offender" should not be 
referred to VASAP? 

~se Verv Somewhat Not 
Occupatio~ Important Important Important Important 

General 10 13 11 . 22 
District Ct. 17.9% 23.2% 1,9.6% 39.3% 

Juvenile Ct. 6 10 6 5 ' 
22.2% 37.0% 22.2% 18.5% 

Total 16 23 17 27 
19.3% 27.7% 20.5% ' 3,2.5% 

Table 8 

How important would the "first offender's" involvement in a fatal 
accident be in determining that he should not be referred to VASAP? 

~ Somewhat Not Very 
Occupation . Important Important Important Important 

General 26 12 6 11 
District Ct. 47.3% 21.8% 10.9% 20.0% 

" 5 1 Juvenile Ct. 10 11 .. 
40.7% 18.5% 3.7% 37.0% 

11 
,. 

12 Totp.1 36 23 ' 
43.9% 28.0% 13.4% 14.6% 
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Table 9 

How ~mportant would a "first offender's" . 
Causlng pe 1·· . . lnvolvement in an accident 

rsona lnJury be in determlnlng that he should referred to VASAP? not be 

. 

~ Occupation 
Very Somewhat Not Important Important ~mportant Important 

General 12 15 District Ct. 21.4% 16 13 26.8% 28.6% 23.2% 
Juvenile Ct. 4 10 

14.8% 10 - 3 37.0% 37.0% 11.1% 
Total 16 25 

19.3% 26 16 30.1% 31.3% 19.3% 

Table 10 

How ~mportant would a "first offender' " . . 
Causlng property damage be in det . ~ lnvolvement ln an accident 
referred to VASAP? ermlnlng that he should not be 

~ Occupation 
Very Somewhat Not Important Important Important Important 

General 3 6 District Ct. 21 25 5.5% 10.9% 38.2% 45.5% 
Juvenile Ct. 2 

( 

8 8 8 7 0 7% 30.8% 30.8% 30.8% 
Total 5 14 29 33 , 6.2% 17.3% 35.8% 40.7% 
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Table 11 

How important would prior DUI convictions be in determining that 
a "first offender" should not be referred to VASAP? 

Very Somewhat Not ~ Occupation Important Important :Important Importa~t 

General 36 9 7 . 5 
District Ct. 63.2% 15.8% 12.3% 8.8% 

Juvenile Ct. 21 4· 3 . O· 
75.0% 14.3% 10.7% 0% 

Total 57 13 10 5 
67.1% 15.3% 11.8% 5.9% 

The remaining three factors were viewed as less important 
to the judges' decision. The answers were evenly spread across 
the four levels of importance for BAC level at the time of arrest 
and the offender's involvement in an accident causing personal 
injury. Some judges considered these factors very important 
while others considered them to be of no importance. Most of 
the judges (77%) felt that the offender's involvement in an 
accident causing property damage was of little importance in 
deciding not to refer him to the VASAP. Some judges also listed 
the attitude and cooperation of the defendant, the defendant's 
general traffic record and the importance of the driving privilege 
to the defendant as other important factors in deciding whether 
to refer a first offender. The responses to this question 
indicate that judges are generally looking very closely at the 
circumstances of the case before deciding whether an offender 
should be referred to the.VASAP. 

Next, the judges and prosecutors were asked whether they 
receive a report based on an investigation into the personal 
and social background of all DUI offenders (i.e., employment, 
drinking history, etc.) prior to referring them to the VASAP. 
Table 12 shows that 83% of the respondents said they did not 
receive such a report. In light of the fact that 55% of the 
judges and prosecutors and 65% of the local VASAP directors 
indicated that the court should receive an investigative report 
prior to referral (see Table 13), the courts and local VASAP 
offices should look into the possibility of marshalling enough 
resources to conduct such an investigation. However, the authors 
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do not feel that such an investigation and report should be required. 
In some cases, the costs of conducting an investigation into the 
offender's background will far exceed the benefits from such an 
investigation. 

Table 12 

Do you receive a report based on an investigation into the personal 
and social background of all DUI offenders (i.e., employment, 
drinking history, etc.) prior to referral to VASAP? 

~ Occupation I No I Yes I 
General 54 "13. 
District Ct. 80.6% 19.4% 

Juvenile Ct. 26 6. 
81.3% 18.8% 

Prosecutors 71 12 . 
.. 85.5% 14.5% 

Total 151 31 
83.0% 17.0% 

Table 13 

Should the trial court receive a report based on an investigation 
into the offender's background prior to referral to VASAP? 

~ Occupation No Yes 

General 37 38 
District Ct. 49.3% 50.7% 

Juvenile Ct. 11 25 
30.6% 69.4% 

Circuit Ct. 32 30 
51.6% 48.4% 

Prosecutors 35 51 
40.7% 59.3% 

Total 115 144 
44.4% 55.6% 
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These considerations are exemplified by the comments of a 
number of respondents. Some respondents indicated that because 
resources do not exist for preparing a detailed personal history 
on each DUI offender, these pre-referral reports should be 
limited to essential information of prior DUI convictions and prior 
participation in the VASAP. It is important that at least this 
information reach the court and participating attorneys. Although 
additional information should assist the court in making its 
decision on referral, some persons thought otherwise. For example, 
one VASAP director said, "based on our experience, it would be 
quite difficult to determine who would or would not benefit from 
VASAP. Costs for such pre-trial investigations fo~ multi-juris
dictional programs would be prohibitive." 

Under §18.2-271!1(al) the court shall require a DUI offender 
entering VASAP to pay a fee of not more than $200. The annual' 
VASAP reports published by the Highway Safety Division (now the 
Department of Transportation Safety) state that the $200 fee may 
be partially or totally waived if the defendant is indigent, 
even though there is no mention of this in §18.2-271.1. The 
general district court and juvenile court judges were asked if 
they waive the $200 fee when the defendant is determined to be 
indigent. Table 14 shows that 60% of the judges do waive part 
or all of the fee for indigents while 40% do not. To add to 
these differing policies, an additional 7 judges indicated that 
the question of indigency was determined by the local VASAP office, 
not by the courts. 

Table 14 

Under s18.l-27l.l(al) the court shall require a DUI offender 
entering VASAP to pay a fee of not more than $200. Do you 
waive this fee if the defendant is determined to be indigent? 

~ Occupation No Yes 

General 22 39 
District Ct. 36,.1% 63.9% 

Juvenile Ct. 14. 14 
50.0% 50.0% 

Total 36 53 
40 .. 4% 59.6% 
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The responses to this question indicate a need for both 
clarification of policy and legislative change concerning indigents. 
No person should be denied the benefits from rehabilitation for 
inability to pay an entrance fee. The authors recommend that 
§18.2-27l.1 be amended to permit the court to waive part or all of 
the fee if the offender is determined to be indigent. In addition, 
the question of indigency should be decided by the courts even 
though 'the entrance fee is generally not paid until the offender is 
enrolled in the program. To ease the burden on the courts in 
determining the offender's indigency, the offender should be required 
to file an affidavit of indigency or other documents (see Table 15) 
which will have to be verified by the court. 

Table 15 

Must a DUI offender file an affidavit of indigency or inability 
to pay which must then be approved by the court in order for the 
offender to be declared indigent? 

~ Occupation No Yes 

General 15 22 
District Ct. 40.5% 59.5% 

Juvenile ct. 3 9 
25.0% 75.0% 

Total 18 31 
36.7% 63.3% 

Most judges continue the case at the time of referral to the 
VASAP and make a final disposition either when the offender drops 
out of the program or when he successfully completes it. In the 
final two questions dealing with the present court procedures for 
handling first offenders, the respondents were asked to indicate 
the percentage of first offenders completing the program and the 
manner in which the court finally disposes of these cases. Fifty
two percent of the juvenile court judges indicated that more than 
95% of the first offenders referred to the VASAP complete the 
program, while only 14% of the general district court judges marked 
this choice. However, approximately 95% of the judges in each 
group pointed out that more th~n 75% of the first offenders referred 
to the program complete it (see Table 16). 
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Table 16 

What percentage of '!first offenders" that you refer to VASAP 
complete the program? 

~ 76-85% 86-95 905 
More Than 

Occupation 50-75% 95% 

General 4 17 33 9 

District Ct. 6.3% 27.0% 52.4% 14.3% 

Juvenile Ct. 1 3 9 14 
3.7% 11.1% 33.3% 51.9 9

" 

5 20 42 23 

Total 5.6% 22.2% 46.7% 25.6% 

For the disposition of cases for offenders who successfully 
complete the rehabilitation program, §18. 2-271.ICb) permits the 
judge to either amend the warrant and convict the offender of the 
amended charge or accept completion of the program in lieu of a 
conviction. To gain an understanding of how this discretion was 
being used, the judges were asked to indicate how often they use 
each form of disposition. The responses demonstrate that judges 
dispose of DUI cases in a variety of ways (see Tables 17-20). 

Table 17 

In dealing with "first offenders" who have completed a rehabilitation 
program, about how often does the court convict the defendant for 
DUI? 

I----~e s pons e 

occu~ __ Never 1-25/0 26-50% 51-75/0 76-99% 100/0 

General 57 3 0 0 , 0 1 
District Ct. 93.4% 4.9% 0% 0% 0% 1. 67. 

Juvenile Ct. 25 2 0, 0 a 0 
92.6% 7.4% 0% 0% 0% 0"1 ,0 

Prosecutors 61 7 0 0 1 I 1 
87.1% 10.0'70 0% 0% 1.4% 1.4% 

Total 143 12 0 0 1 2 

\ 
90.5% 7.6% 0% 0% 0.6% 1. 3/0 
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Table 18 

In dealing with "first offenders" who have completed a 
rehabilitation program, about how often does the court 
convict the defendant for reckless driving? 

~~ponse 

----:in--Occupation Never 1-2S~~ 26-50% 51·-75% 76-99% 

General 16 9 4 2 20 
District Ct. 26.2% 14. 8i~ 6.6% 3.3'70 32.8% 

Juvenile Ct. 11 7 1 0 5 
40.7% 25.9% 3. 7~~ 0% 18.5% 

Prosecutors 26 13 2 2 8 
37.1% 18.6% 2 a·'" • "' /0 2.9% 11."-% 

_~lr 

Totals 53 29 7 4 33 
33 . 5~~ 18.4/0 4.4% 2. 5~~ 20.9!?s 

Table 19 

10070 

10 
16.470 

3 
11. 1 ~~ 

19 
27.1~~ 

32 
2 a . 3~~ 

In dealing with "first offender's" who have completed a rehabilitation 
program, about how often does the court - convict the defendant for 
improper driving? 

~ Occupation Never 1-25% 26'!'50% 51-75% 76-99% 100% 

General 28 21 5 0 4 3 
District Ct. 45.9% 34.4% 8.2% 0% 6.6% 4.9% 

Juvenile Ct. 19 5 1 0 1 1 
70.4% 18.5% 3.7% 0% 3.7% 3.7% 

Prosecutors 

I 
46 11 2 2 8· 1 
65.7% 15.7% 2.9% '.2.9% 11.4% 1.4% 

, 
Total 93 37· 8 2 13·· 5 

58.9% . 23 .4% 5.1% 1.3% 8.2% 3~2% 
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Table 20 

In dealing 1;vi th "first offenders" who have completed a rehabili
tation program, about how often does the court - accept VASAP 
completion in lieu of a conviction? 

t:S;: Occupation 
},rQUQ.,.., 1-25% 26-50% 51-75% 76-99% 1009. 

, 

General 31 10 4 0 8 8 
District Ct. 50.8 96 16.4% 6.6% 0% 13.1%· 13.1% 

Juvenile Ct. 9 2 0 3 6 7 
- 33.3% 7.4% 0% 11.1% 22.2% 25.9% 

Prosecutors 34 7 3 3 10 13 
48.6% 10.0% 4.3% 4.3% 14.3% 18.6~ 

Total 74 19 7 6 24 28 

., 

46.8% 12.0 96 4.4% 3.8% 15.2% 17.79 
, 

Ninety-three percent of the juvenile court and general 
district court judges never convict the first offender for DUI after 
he has successfully completed the rehabilitation program. In fact, 
only lout of 88 judges convicts first offenders of DUI more than 
25% of the time and he convicts all first offenders. The responses 
of the prosecutors corroborated these results. 

The judges' opinions on other forms of di~pos~tion are not 
as uniform. For example, 16% of the general dlstrlct court 
judges and 11% of the juvenile court judges alwa~s.amend ~he 0 

warrant and convict the defendant of reckless drlvlng,.whlle 570 
and 4%, respectively, always convict the defend~nt of lmp~oper 
driving. In addition, 26% of the general dlstr~ct court Judges 
and 41% of the juvenile court judges never ~onvlct the.o~fender 
of reckless driving, while the figures for lmproper drlvlng.are 
46% and 70%, respectively. These figures, plus the other flgures 
in Tables 18 and 19, show that judges who amend the w~rrant and 
convict the defendant for a reduced charge are mor~ llke1y to .. 
reduce the charge to reckless driving rath~r than lmp~oper.drlvlng. 
As a result a defendant is likely to recelve 6 demerlt pOlnts (for 
reckless driving) on his license under the Virginia Driver Improve
ment Act (§46.1-514.1 et. seq.) rather than 3 points (for improper 
driving) . 
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A number of first offenders are getting no license demerit 
points because their judges are accepting completion of the VASAP 
in lieu of a conviction. For example, 26% of the general district 
judges and 48% of the juvenile court judges accept successful 
completion in lieu of a conviction for more than 75% of the first 
offenders they see. However, an equal number of judges (51% of 
general district court and 33% of juvenile court) never use the 
"VASAP in lieu" option. The judges are granted wide discI'etion 
under the present statute for dealing with DUI offenders and the 
responses to those questions show that they are using this dis
cretion, especially in dealing with first offenders. 

The responses to the questions on first offenders show that 
judges are using the wide discretion permitted them under the present 
statute. Judges probably want to retain the discretion to deter
mine what is required of a first offender before he can be referred 
to the VASAP, since some will prefer convicting the defendant of 
DUI before referral, while others will want to weigh the factor 
of the defendant's performance in the rehabilitation program 
before disposing of the case. The judge who chooses ~o continue 
the case should be able to amend the warrant after the defendant 
completes the program and convict him of the amended charge. To 
prevent the offender from entering the program solely to clear 
his record, the "VASAP in lieu lT option presently given to the 
judge under §18.2-271.1(b) might be eliminated when the defendant 
is actually guilty of DUI. This would ensure that the defendant 
has at least some action taken against his license. Elimination of 
the option also will make it easier to include a notation on the 
defendant's driving record that he attended the VASAP. 

The respondents were next asked a series of questions dealing 
with the treatment of second offenders. First, the participants 
were asked whether they usually request information in order to 
determine whether a person arrested for DUI is a second offender 
and also whether this information is usually received. Only 2 out 
of 99 (2%) general district court and juvenile court judges do not 
request such information and only 3 out of 95 (3%) judges do not 
receive sufficient information to indicate whether a particular 
DUI offender is a second offender (see Tables 21 and 22). However, 
prosecutors are having trouble getting this information. While 
89% of the prosecutors said that they usually request information 
on DUI offenders in order to determine whether they are second 
offenders, only 75% receive such information. Obviously, pros
ecutors are not receiving the information they want to receive. 
If different sanctions are going to be imposed on first and second 
offenders, it is imperative that prosecutors be given sufficient 
information to determine whether a particular DUI defendant is 
a second offender. 
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Table 21 

l·nfo~mation to find out whether a person Do you usually request ~. 

arrested for DUI is a "second offender!!? 

~ Occupation No Yes 

General 1 67 
District Ct. 1.5% 98.5% 

Juvenile Ct. 1 30 
3.2% 96.87. 

Prosecutors 9 72 
11.1% 88. 9~~ 

Total 11 169· 
6.1% 93.97. 

Table 22 

Do you usually receive sufficient information to indicate whether 
a particular DUI defendant is a "second offender"? 

~ Occupation No Yes 

General 2 63 
District Ct. .3.1% 96.970 

Juvenile Ct. 1 29. 
3.3% 96. 770 

Prosecutors 20 60 
25.0% 75.070 

Total 23 152 
13.1% 86.970 
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It is also important that all interested parties be notified 
when a particular DUI offender is currently enrolled in a VASAP 
in another jurisdiction. While 88% of the general district court 
judges are currently receiving this information, only 62% of the 
juvenile court judges and 47% of the prosecutors are notified if 
a DUI offender is currently participating in a VASAP in another 
jurisdiction (see Table 23). 

Table 23 

Are you usually notified if a particular DUI offender is presently 
enrolled in VASAP in another jurisdiction? 

~ Occupation No . Yes 

General 8 57 District Ct. 12.3% 8:iJ.7% 
Juvenile Ct. 10 , 16 

38.5% 61.5% 
Prosecutors 42 37 

53 •. 2% 46.8% 
Total 60 110 

35.2% 64.8% 

Next, the general district court and juvenile court judges 
were asked whether they would generally refer a DUI second 
offender to the VASAP again (see Table 24). Only 20% of these 
judges indicated that they would generally refer second offenders. 
An additional 10% of the judges said that they do refer less than 
25% of. second offenders, although they would not generally refer 
them (see Table 25). One judge (1%) who said he would not 
generally refer second offenders indicated that he refers close 
to 50% of second offenders to the VASAP. Among the 19 judges (20%) 
who would generally refer second offenders, 14 indicated the 
percentage of second offenders they do refer. Six of those 14 
judges refer less than 50%; 7 judges refer 50%-99% and 1 judge 
(juvenile court) refers 100% of second offenders.* 

~': 
This 100% figure is probably due to the small number of 
second offenders this judge has dealt with. For example, 
if the judge heard only 2 cases involving second offenders 
and referred both to the VASAP, he would have a 100% referral 
rate. Many juvenile court judges indicated that they have 
heard only a handful of DUI cases. 
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Table 24 

Judge~ould you generally refer a DUI "second offender" to VASAP 

again? 

Prosecutors and Police 
Should a DUI "second offender" be given an opportunity to 
enter VASAP again? 

.~ 
Occupation No Yes 

General 53 13 -
District Ct. 80.3% 19.7% 

Juvenile Ct. 24 6 
80.0% 20.0% 

Prosecutors 52 27 
.. 65.8% 34.2% 

Police 80 6 
93.0% 7.0% 

-
·Total 209 52 

80.1% 19.9% 
( 
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Table 25 

Referral of Second Offenders 

PERCENTAGE OF SECOND OFFENDERS REFERRED 

1-25% 26-50% 51-75% 76-99% 100% Total 

General YES 2 2 6 1 0 11 

District No 7 1 0 0 0 8 

Court Total 9 3 6 1 0 19 

47.4% 15.8% 31.6% 5.3% 0% 

Juvenile .Yes 0 2 0 0 1 3 

Court No 3 0 Q 0 0 3 

Total 3 2 0 0 1 6 

50.0% 33.3% 0% 0% 16.7% 

lhe reason why judges who actually refer less than 50% 
of Gccond offenders to the VASAP answered the initial question 
differently has to do with the ambiguity in the word "generally." 
However, by combining the answers to these two questions, one can 
see that few judges (13* at most) refer more than 50% of DUI second 
offenders to the VASAP. Other judges refer a small percentage of 
second offenders if the circumstances of the case warrant referral. 
The feelin~of these people are summarized in the comments of one 
of the respondents, who said that since "no program can reach 
everyone on its first attempt ..• , it is possible the program can 
fail some first offenders. After strict reconsideration, some 
second offenders should be put into a higher level program." 
Other respondents felt that second offenders needed treatment the 
most because a second offense is indicative of a serious drinking 
problem. 

* This number is the sum of the 8 judges who referred more than 
50% and the 5 judges who generally referred second offenders 
but did not give specific percentages. 
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d offenders except under 
Most judges do not refer ~e~~~se respondents felt that 

extreme circums~ances. Many ~ t for second offenders and that 
rehabilitation lS not approprla,e dizes public safety while 
giving someone a second chance Jeopard ts said that they would 
wasting time and money. Seven respon en'fied length of time 
refer second offenders only ~fter aesP~~~r offense. Other 
(mostly 1 year) ,has passed s~nc~f~~de~s should be referred only participants sal~ that secon 0 

after being convlcted for DUI. 

1 d' trict court and 5 juvenile 
Only 25 judges (20 gene~a lSdures they follow in disposin~ 

court) indicated the types off prdoce The J'udges were permitted ' l' second 0 en ers. , 
of cases lnvo vlng Forty percent of the Judges 
to check more than one response: to referral to VASAP, while 
convict the defendant of DUI prlor 't him of DUI after com-
36% usually continue th~ cas~.~~d ~~~vlcIn addition, 48% of the 
pletion of ~he program see ad ~he w~rrant, and convict the 
judges contlnue the case, amen t com letion of the program. 
defendant for a lesser charge af eI tio~ of the VASAP in lieu 
Only 12% of the judges accept comp e 
of a conviction. 

Table 26 

Wh ' h of the following procedures do 
lC " " d disposing of cases lnvolvlng se?on? 
f d to VASAP for a second tlme, re erre . 

you usually follow in 
offenders" you have 

(Check any which apply) 

a) convict for DUI wit~ VASAP participation as a 
----- condition of probatlon 

b) continue the case and convict for DUI after 
----- completion of the program 

, t f r a lesser charge c) continue the case and conV1C 0 
----- after completion of the program 

case and accept VASAP participation d) continue the 
----- in lieu of a conviction 

Yes Yes Yes Yes 

~ 
Number 

to to to of to· 
B C D Occupation Respondents A 

General 20 8- 7 11 2 
District Ct. 40.0% 35.0% 55.0% 10.0% 

Juvenile Ct. 5 2 2 1 1 
40.0% 40.0% 20.01'0 20.0% 

10 9 I 12 3 Total 25 
40.0% 36.0% , 48.0% 12.0% 

.. 
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The judges were split into rural-urban groups for comparison 
of these questions. Of the urban group, 25% indicated they would 
generally refer second offenders to VASAP compared to 18% of the 
rural group. Of the small number of judges who refer second 
offenders, 67% of the rural group indicated they would convict 
the defendant for DUI prior to referral compared to 15% of the 
urban group. In addition, 62% of the urban respondents said they 
would reduce charges of those second offenders completing the 
rehabilitation program compared to 33% of the rural group. These 
comparisons show significant rural-urban differences on the issue 
of final disposition of second offender cases. (A rural-urban 
analysis on other questions is ,contained in Appendix D.) 

The prosecutors and police were asked a different question 
whether a DUI second offender should be given an opportunity 
to enter the VASAP again. Only 7% of the police favored referral 
of second offenders" while 34% of the prosecutors think second 
offenders should be given another chance. In addition, 60% of 
the local VASAP directors favored referral of second offenders 
because of the possibility of misclassification the first time 
around and the possibility of "slips" by alcoholics. Ninety
three percent of the respondents indicated that a second offender 
should be placed in a higher level program (such as an alcohol 
treatment program) than that to which he was previously assigned (see Table 27). 

In light of the responses of the judges, prosecutors,'police, 
and local VASAP directors to these questions, the authors feel that 
judges should continue to have discretion. in deciding when to 
refer a second offender to the VASAP. However; the analysis of 
additional questions below indicates that the court should be 
required to convict a second offender for DUI before referring him 
to a rehabilitation program. 

Finally, the respondents were asked whether the court should 
refer "multiple offendel"s" to the VASAP. Less than 10% of the 
respondents for each occupational group who answered the question 
indicated that multiple offenders should be given another chance 
(see Table 28). Due to the high negative response to this question, 
the authors recommend that §18.2-271.1 be amended to provide that 
multiple offenders not be referred to the VASAP except in extreme 
and unusual circumstances. If such a situation does arise, the 
offender should be convicted of DUI before entering the program. 
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Table 27 

Judges 

Would you recommend that the "second offender" be placed in a 
higher level VASAP program (such as an alcohol treatment 
program) than that to which he was previously assigned? 

Police 

Should the "second offender" be placed in a h,igher level 
program (such as an alcohol treatment program) than that 
to which he was previous~y assigned? 

~~e 
Occupatio~--------- No Yes 

General 1 22 
District Ct. 4 . .4% 95.6% 

Juvenile Ct. 2 6 
25.0% 75.0% 

Police 0 11 
0% 100% 

Total 3 39 
7.2% 92.8% 
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Table 28 

Judges 

Would you refer to VASAP a DUI offender who has been referred 
to VASAP at least twice previously? 

Police and Prosecutors 

Should the court refer to VASAP a DUI offender who has been 
referred to VASAP at least twice previously? 

~ Occupation 

No Yes 

General 60 6 
District Ct. 90.9% 9.1% 

Juvenile Ct. 29 2 
93.5% 6.5% . 

Prosecutors 76. 5. 
93.8% 6.2% 

Police 85 0 
100% 0% 

Total 250 13 
95.1% 4.9% 

Alternative Court Procedures 

A primary purpose of the questionnaire was to determine the 
opinions of the respondents about changes in the DUI law which 
might be adopted in Virginia. A series of questions were directed 
at state officials to discover their reactions to possible 
alternative court procedures. The responses to these questions 
are given under the succeeding subheadings. First, the opinions 
on requiring a conviction prior to referral to the VASAP are 
presented. Next is a discussion of various alternative actions 
which might be taken against the DUI offender's license, including 
a review of available literature on limited license. This is 
followed by a review of the responses to questions on mandatory 
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referral to the VASAP, providing one chance at the VASAP for all 
offenders, and a "per se" law. The final subsection contains 
conclusions and recommendations. 

Conviction Prior to Referral 

Section 18.2-271.1 presently gives the trial judge the 
option to refer a DUI offender to the VASAP with or without a 
prior conviction for DUI. Respondents were asked whether they 
would support changing the law to require a DUI conviction prior 
to referral. Table 29 shows that for first offenders, only 40% 
of general district court judges, 20% of juvenile court judges, and 
32% of circuit court judges favor requiring a conviction prior 
to referral. Prosecutors (51%) and police (72%) are the two groups 
most in support of a requirement for a pre-referral DUI conviction 
for first offenders. 

Table 29 

Cu~rent law gives a judge the option to refer a DUI offender to 
VASAP (or another driver alcohol rehabilitation group) with or 
without a conviction. Would you support changing the law to 
require a conviction for DUI prior to referral to VASAP for 

~ 
First Second Multiple 

Offenders? Offenders? Offenders? 
Occupatio No Yes No Yes No Yes . 
General 44 29 25 42 21 45 
District Ct. 60.3io 39.7% 37.3% 62.7% 31. 8% 68 .. 2% 

Juvenile Ct. 28 7 10 24 7 27 
80.0% 20.0% 29.4% 70.6% 20.6% 79.4% 

Circuit Ct. 47 22 23 41 21 43 
68.1% 31.9% 35.9% 64.1% 32.8% 67. 2/~ 

Prosecutors 42 44. 20 ·.58 17 62 
48.8% 51.2% 25.6% 74.4% 21.5% 78.5% 

Police 2t+ 58 10 60 9 58 
29.3% 71.7% 14.3% 85.7% 13.4% 86.6% 

Total 185 160 88 225 75 235 
53.6% 46.4% 28.1io 71.9% 24.2% 75 • 8/~ 
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r A certain amount of ambiguity exists in the results for 

second and multiple offenders because of the wording of the 
question. Respondents could have one of two reasons for answering 
"no" to the question "Would you support changing the law to require 
a conviction for DUI prior to referral to VASAP for second and 
mul tiple offenders 7" Persons who oppose a pre-ref.erral conviction 
would certainly answer no, but a negative answer might also be 
provided by officials who generally oppose referring second and 
mul~iple offenders to the VASAP. This latter group should actually 
be lncluded ';im,?ng those ';ins~ering "yes" to the'question, since they 
support requlrlng a convlctlon for repeat offenders with no chance 
for referral to rehabilitation. 

T';ibl~ 29 i~dicates that 72% of all respondents favor requiring 
a c,?nvlctlon prlor to referral for second offenders. When adjusted 
to lnclude those persons who oppose referring second offenders to 
the VASAP, this figure should climb even higher. Cross tabulations 
r~ve';iled t~at about one-half of those respondents opposing a con- . 
vlctlon prlor to referral for second offenders also said they would 
not generally refer second offenders. It is safe to assume that 
many of these officials were actually saying IIno" to referral to 
the VASAP for second offenders, rather than not wanting to require 
a conviction. A fair estimate would be that more than 80% of all 
cour~ o~ficials, and perhaps 90% of police, support requiring a 
convlctlon for second offenders. 

The same conclusion can be drawn from the results concerning 
multiple offenders. It can safely be assumed that. the percentage 
of respondents supporting a pre-~eferral conviction (76%) would 
increase when those persons who oppose referring multiple offenders 
to the VASAP are included. Cross tabulations revealed that four
fifths of those judges who oppose a conviction al~o indicated that 
they would not refer multiple offenders. This Would suggest that 
an overwhelming majority of these state officials support a change 
in the law to require a DUl conviction for multiple offenders. 

Any requirement of a conviction prior to referral to the VASAP 
could have a su~stantial effect on the administration of DUI cases 
in Vil"ginia courts. The questionnaires SOUgdt to gauge the effect 
of this possible change in the law on the number of DUI appeals, 
t~e number of cases involving plea bargaining, and the backlog 
(If any) of DUI cases at the trial court level. Circuit court 
judges were asked whether a pre-referral conviction requirement 
would i~crease the number of appeals. The responses show that 40% 
of the Judges are unsure about the effect of this change in 'the law' 
33% believe that appeals would increase; and 27% feel that the ' 
number of appeals ~ould not increase. Commonwealth's attorneys 
~ere asked to conslder whether the conviction requirement would 
lncrease the number of cases involving plea bargaining. The 
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responses show that 53% feel that plea bargaining would not increase; 
26% believe that an increase would take place; and 21% are unsure 
about the effect. 

AJ10ther ramificai:ion of a change in the law to require a 
conviction prior 1:0 referral might be an increase in the backlog 
of DUI cases in the trial courts. All respondents except circuit 
court judges Here first asked whether current trial court procedures 
lead to a backlog of DUI cases. Table 30 reveals ~hat officials 
di~fer widely in their opinions on whether a backlog presently 
2XlStS. A high percentage of juvenile court judges (97%) and 
~rosecutors (91%) do not face a backlog problem whereas a signif
lcant number of general district court judges (31%) and police (44%) 
believe there is a present backlog. The responses of police may 
result from possible perception in the eyes of the enforcement 
officer that a delay of a few months or even weeks from time of 
arrest to court appearance constitutes a "backlog," since the 
o~ficer is called to testify as to events which ar~ fading from 
hls memory whereas judges and prosecutors view backlog differ
~ntly. The difference in responses between general district court 
Judges and prosecutors could also be caused by different conceptions 
of what constitutes a "backlog," as well as by the fact that the 
two samples consist of persons from different areas of the state 
(some prosecutors work in areas where the judges failed to answer 
the questionnaire, etc.). ~ 

Table 30 

Judges 

Do current procedures lead to a backlog of DUI cases in your 
court? 

Prosecutors and Police 

'. , 

Do current trial court procedures lead to a backlog of 
DUI cases? 

~ Occupation No Yes. 

General 52 23 
District Ct. 69.3% 30.7% 

Juvenile Ct. 35 1 
97.2% 2.8% 

Prosecutors 78 8 
90.7% 9.3% 

Police 44 35 
55.7% 44.3% 

Total 209 67 
75.7% 24. 3% 
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The results in Table 31 reveal opinions as to how a requirement 
of a conviction prior to referral would affect th~s backlog (or 
lack of it). Sixty percent of the respondents belleve that the 
change in law would not create more backlog

Q 
than at pres~nt; 14% 

believe that backlog would increase, and 26~ are uncertaln about 
the effect on backlog of requiring a conv~c~ion prio~ to.referral. 
These results, in combination with the oplnlons of Clrcult court 
judges and prosecutors about the effect ~f ~he change.o~ appeals 
and plea bargaining, suggest that the maJo~lty of offlclals do 
not believe that requiring a conviction prlor to refer~al would 
seriously affect court administration of DUI cases. 

Table 31 

Do you think that requiring a conviction prior to referral to 
VASAP would create more backlog than at present? 

~ Occupation No Yes Unsure 

General 44 13 15 
District Ct. 61.1% 18.1% 20.8% 

Juvenile Ct. 24 2 9 
68.6% 5.7% 25.7% 

Pros ecutors 53 17 18 
60.2% 19.3% 20.5% 

Police 47 8 '31 
54.7% 9.3% 36.0% 

Total 168 40 73 
59.8% 14.2% 2.6.0% 

As noted in Table 29, less than 35% of the judges support a 
change in the law to require a nUI con~iction for fi~st offenders 
prior to referral to the VASAP. Many Judges may belleve that 
mandatory suspension of the d~iver's l~ce~se ~rom 6 to 12 months 
which presently attach~s to a DUI convlctlon lS too harsh a penalty 
for the first offender. 

To test this hypothesis, respondents were asked if they ~ould 
favor requiring a conviction prior to referral to the VASAP, If 
the law were also changed to no longer require mandatory sus~ 
pension of the license upon a conviction for DUI. As shown In 
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Tabl~ 3~, a tot~~ of 62% of the.respondents favor requiring a 
conv~ctlon for Tlrst offenders If no mandatory suspension is 
requlr~d: Only 4~% of the juvenile court judges favor the 
proposltlon, posslbly because of the blemish a DUI conviction 
would ma~e·. on ~he juvenile's record, compared to 55% to 59 96 of 
the remalnln¥ Judges. Prosecutors (66%) and police (72%) are the 
g~ou~s most In favor of requiring a conviction under. these 
Clrcumstances. Cross tabulations revealed that 20% ~o 25% of the 
r~spondents who oppose requiring a pre-referral conviction for 
flrst off~nder~ support a conviction if mandatory suspension were 
no longer.r~qulr~d. Thi~ finding reflects the concern of many 
co~r~ offl?l~ls Lhat a flrst offender be permitted to retain his 
drlvlng prlvllege. 

Table 32 

Suppose the law were amended to no longer require mandatory 
suspension of the driver's license upon a conviction for DUr. 
Would you then favor requiring a conviction prior to referral 
to VASAP for 

~ 
First Second MultiDle 

Offenders? Offenders? Offenders.? 
Occupatio No Yes No Yes No Yes 

General 29 42 18 48 16 49 
District Ct. 40.8% 59.2% 27.3% 72.7% 25.0% 75.0% 

Juvenile Ct. 20 15 8 27 5 30 
57.1% 42.9% 22.9% 77.1% 14.3% 85.7% 

Circuit Ct. 31 38 16 50 15 49 
44.9% 55.1% 24.2% 75.8% 23.4% 76.6% 

Prosecutors 27 53 11. 66 10 67 
33.7% 66.2%. 14.3% 85.7% 13.0% 87.0% 

Police· 23 60 11 55 11 . 56 
27.7% 72.3% 16.7% 83.3% 16.4% 83.6% 

Total 130 208 64· 246 57 251 
38.5% 61.5% 20.6% 79.4% 18.5% 81.5% 
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~~he same ambiguities in the wording of the previous question 
also exist here with regard to whether a conviction should be 
required for second and multiple offenders if the mandatory sus
pension provision were removed. Table 32 shows that about 75% 
of the judges and 85% of prosecutors and police favor requiring 
a conviction for second offenders under these circumstances. 
These figures should be even higher, however. Cross tabulations 
show that three-fifths of those opposing a conviction here also 
said they would not generally refer second offenders. Again, it 
is safe to assume that in answering the question as worded, many of 
those opposing a pre-referral conviction for second offenders 
if mandatory suspension were not required actually were saying 
"no" -to referral to the VASAP for second offenders, not to re
quiring a conviction for second offenders. 

The results in Table 32 for multiple offenders should also 
be shifted because of the ambiguity in the wording of the question. 
Cross tabulations show that of the 19% of the respondents who 
oppos~ requiring a pre-referral conviction for multiple offenders 
if mandatory suspension were removed, four-fifths also indicated 
that they would not refer multiple offenders to VASAP. It there
fore seems fair to estimate that at least 90% of the respondents 
would favor requiring a DUI conviction for multiple offenders prior 
to referral, if the law requiring mandatory suspension of the li
cense upon a DUI conviction were also changed. 

As before, respondents were asked about the effect of these 
changes on court administration of DUI cases. Seventy-six percent 
of the circuit court judges split evenly into those who feel 
appeals would not increase if a conviction were required with no 
mandatory suspension and. those who ar'e unsure about the effect. 
Only 24% believe that DUI appeals would increase. More than half 
(52%) of the commonwealth's attorneys believe that requiring a 
conviction prior to referral with no mandatory suspension would 
not increase the number of cases inVOlving plea bargaining; 28% 
are unsure about the effect; and 20% feel that plea bargaining 
would increase if this change were made. Also, Table 33 shows 
that only 10% of the respondents believe that the court backlog 
would increase under these circumstances; 53% feel that the backlog 
would no't increase; and 37% are uncertain about the impact on 
the backlog of requiring a conviction prior to referral with no 
mandatory suspension. It thus appears that the majority of officials 
do not believe that requiring a pre-referral conviction with no 
mandatory suspension of the driver's license would adversely affect 
court administration of DUI cases. 
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Table 33 

Do you think that requiring a conviction prior to referral to 
VASAP would create more backlog than at present if there were 
no mand~tory suspensiori of the driver's license? 

~ Occupation No Yes Unsure 

General 37 9 27 

District Ct. 50.7% 12.3% 37.0% 

Juvenile Ct. 23 1 11 
65.7% 2.9% 31. 4% 

Prosecutors 50 9 28 
57.5% 10.3% 32.2% 

Police 39 . 8 37 
46.4% 9.5% 44.1% 

Total 149 27 103 
53.4% 9.7% 36.9% 

I -

Licensing Sanctions 

Each respondent was next asked a series of questions dealing 
with actions taken against the offender's driver's license. First, 
each respondent was asked his opinion of the provision in present 
law which requires mandatory suspension of the driver's license 
of persons convicted for DUI (§18.2-27l), Table 34 shows that 
state officials were in near-unanimous agreement that a second or 
subsequent DUI conviction should lead to mandatory suspension of 
the driver's license. This J'greement broke dovm somewhat over 
the issue of whether a first conviction of DUI should result in a 
mandatory license suspension. Generally, about 60% of judges and 
prosecutors and over 85% of the police favored mandatory suspension 
for DUI first offenders. 
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Table 34 

Under present law, a person convicted of DUI must have his 
driver's license suspended for a certain period of time. Do 
you approved of this mandate for 

~ Second Multiple First 
Occupation Offenders? Offenders? Offenders? 

No Yes No Yes No. Yes 

General 22 49 4 66 3 66 
District Ct. 31.0% 69.0% 5.7% 94.3% 4.3% 95.7io 

Juvenile Ct. 15 21 2 34 0 36 
41.7% 58.3% 5.6% 94.4% 0% 100% 

Circuit Ct. 31 41 3 68· 2 69 
43.1% 56.9% 4.2% 95.8% 2.8% 97.2% 

Prosecutors 33 53 2 84 0 86 
6'1'.6% 38.4% 2.3% 9'7.7% 0% 100% 

Police 12 70 1 79 1. 76 

Total 

14.6% 85.4% IJ..3% 98.7% 1.3% 98.7% 

113 234 12 331 6 333 
32.6% 67.4% 3.5% 96.5% 1. 8~~ 98.2% 

Respondents then gave their opinions on an alternative law 
which would give the trial judge discretion in determining whether 
or not the license should be suspended. As shown in Table 35, 
about 55% to 60% of all court officials and 40% of the police 
supported judicial discretion on the license for first offenders. 
This support for judicial discretion in suspending an offe~der's 
license fell considerably for second and multiple offenders, 
with less than 20% of the respondents favoring discretion in 
dealing with repeat offenders. 
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Table 35 

Would you favor a law giving the trial judge discretion to 
determine whether or not a driver's license of a DUI offender 
should be suspended for 

~ 
First Second Multiple 

Offenders? Offenders? Offenders? 
Occupatio No Yes No Yes No Yes 

General 32 43 52 18 54 16 
District Ct. 42.7% 57.3% 74.3% 25.7% 77.1%. 22.9%' 

Juvenile Ct. 14 21 26 9 30· . 5 
40.0% 60.0% 74.3% 25.7% 85.7io 14.3% 

Circuit Ct. 31 40 49 17 52 14 
43.7% 56.3% 74.2% 25.8% 78.8% 21. 2io 

Prosecutors 42 46 71 13 74 10 

P"lice 

Total 

47.7% 52.3% 84.5% 15.5% 88.1% 11. 9% 

49 34 63 8 62 6 
59.0% 41.0% 88.7% 11.3% 91.2% 8.8% 

168 185 I 261 65 272 51 
47.7% 52.3%. 80.1% 19.9% 84.2% 15.8% 

. i 

Under present law, judges permit the DUI offender to 
retain a full driving privilege if his case is referred to VASAP 
without a conviction. Following the questions on whether a con
viction for DUI should be required prior to referral to the VASAP, 
which were reviewed in a previous section, the respondents were 
asked to indicaLe whether an offender referred to the VASAP 
should be permitted to retain a full driving privilege, be issued 
a restricted license, or have his license suspended~ Approximately 
60% of the judges and prosecutors and 43% of the police favored 
the practice of permitting a first offender to retain a full 
driving privilege if his case was referred without a conviction 
(see Table 36). In addition, Table 37 shows that 68% of the 
respondents would s~pport a law giving some form of a restric~ed 
license to first offenders who are referred. A cross tabulatlon 
between these two questions showed that 65% of the respondents 
who said no to giving first offenders a full license favored a 
restricted license. Similarly, most of the respondents (70%) 
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who favored glvlng the offender a full driving privilege also 
favored a restricted license. The major complaint of those 
persons who were opposed to the restricted license was the 
difficulty of enforcing the restrictions. 

Table 36 

Presently, the DUI offender is permitted to retain a full driving 
privilege if his case is referred to VASAP without a conviction. 
Do you favor this practice for 

~ 
First Second Hu1tiple 

Offenders? Offenders? Offenders? 
Occupation No Yes No Yes No Yes 

General 25 45 63 4 65 3 
District Ct. 35.7% 64.3% 94.0% 6.0% 95.6% 4.4% 

Juvenile Ct. 11 24 28 7 32 2 
31.4% 68.6% 80.0% 20.0% 94.1% 5.9% 

Circuit Ct. 32 39 56 10 6u b 
45.1io 54.9% 84.8% 15.2% 90.9% 9.1% 

Prosecutors 37 50 76 7 82 4 
42.5io 57.5% 91.6% 8.~% 95.3% 4.7% 

Police 46 35 67 4 65 5 
56.8% 43~2% 94.4% 5.6io 92.9% 7. .110 

Total 151 193 290 32 304 20 
43.9% 56.1% 90.1io 9.9% 93.8% 6.2% 
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Table 37 

Hould you support a law giving some form of restricted license to 
DUI offenders who are referred to VASAP for 

~ 
First Second Hultiple 

Offenders? Offenders? Offenders? 
Occupation No Yes No Yes No Yes 

General 25 50 45 25 52 18 
District Ct. 33.3% 66. 770 64. 3/~ 35.7% 74.3% 25.7% 

Juvenile Ct. 11 24 18 17 23 12 
31.4% 68.6% 51.4% 48.6% 65.7% 34.3% 

Circuit Ct. 23 47 37 28 46 17 
32.,9% 67.1% 56.9% 43.1% 73.0% 27.0% 

Prosecutors 25 64 47 39 '57 29 
28.1%' 71. 9% 54.7% 45.3% 66.3% 33.7% 

Police 28 55 56 14 I 58 9 

Total 

33.7% 66.3% 80.0% 20.0% I 86.6% 13. 4/~ 

112 - 240 203 123 236 85 
31.8% 68.2% 62.3% 37.7% 73.5% 26.5% 

The answers were markedly different for second and multiple 
offenders (seeTables 36 and 37). Over 90% of the respondents did 
not approve of the practice of permitting second and multiple 
offenders to retain a full driving privilege if they were referred 
to the VASAP. However, 42% of the judges and prosecutors would 
support a law giving a restricted license to second offenders, 
while only 30% favored giving a restricted license to multiple 
offenders. The police were most strongly opposed to allcwing second 
and multiple offenders to obtain a restricted license. These 
responses show that a small number of respondents who are opposed 
to giving second and multiple offenders a full driving-privilege 
would support a law giving some form of restricted license to 
these offenders. 

In their responses to two additional questions (see Tables 
38 and 39), 68% of the judges, but only 49% of the prosecutors, 
thought that permitting a DUI offender to retain a full license 
was sufficient incentive for completion of the VASAP. In contrast, 
75% of the judges and 72% of the prosecutors thought that a 
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n return for hlS partlclpatlon in the VASAP H 

some felt,that the defendant was not benefitin from' owever, 
when permltted to retain a full d " " g the VASAP 
was just entering the ro r r1v1ng,pr1~11ege, because he 
his drinking and drivi~g ~a~Tt!O k~~~ h1S llcense, ~ot ~o improve 
privileges were restricted th . ff ~rs felt that 1f h1S driving 

l
s:riouslY. Most of. the re~pon'~e~ts e~e~~ ~~~~d b~~~e tytph:s V~~AP more 
lcenses would prov1de the ff d f" 

the program. 0 en er su f1c1ent incentive to complete 

Table 38 

~~i~~~gf;~1v~~:~eP!~T~~tt~gVAthsAepDUI offender t~ reta~n a full 
f - serves as an 1ncent1ve for--

success ul completion of the rehabilitation program? 

t-.~se No Yes 
Occupatio~ 

General 19 51 District Ct. . 27.1% 72.9% 
Juvenile Ct. 11 21 

34.4% 65.6% 
Circuit Ct. 23 

, 

43 
34.8% 65.2% 

Prosecutors 43 41 
51.2% 48.8% 

Total 96 156 
38.1/~ 6109% 
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Table 39 

. Id provide sufficient 
restricted llcens e wou ? 

Do you feel a the driver to complete the program. 
incentive for 

~ No Yes 
Occupation 

lS 50 
General 26.51'0 73.51'0 
District Ct. 

~ 27. 
Juvenile Ct. .0. 

Sl.8io 18.2io 

16. 47. 
Circuit Ct. 25.41'0 74.6io 

24. 62. 
Prosecutors 27 • 9~~ 72.1io 

64 lS6 
Total 25.6% 74.4io 

d of lVlng a restricted license 
The respondents who approv: d to !ndicate the types of 

to DUI offenders were next ~Sk t see Respondents were per
restrictions they would pre er fOthe ~lternatives provided and 
mitted to check mor: t~an one °ble 40 ~howS that 95% of the. 
add any other restrlctlons. Ta d the question wanted to glve 
judges and prosecu~or~ who a~s~~~eto and from work or school, 
the defendant permlSSl?n to.arl 'ssion to drive to and from ~he. 
while 75% w?uld also glve hlm ~~~~l alternatives listed - permls Slon 
rehabilitatlon progr~m. The 0 nd ermission to drive only on 
to drive during dayllght hOU~S a d by a minority of respondents. 
specified routes - were.pre :~~:d by the respondents ~he m?st 
Among the other a~te~natlves. in strict emergency sltuatlons, 
popular were permlss l

t
On t~ ~~l~~d from church. 

as part of employmen , an 
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Table 40 

Which of the following restrictions would you prefer to see on 
the driving privileges of DUI offenders who enter VASAP? 
(Check more than one if appropriate) 

a) permission to drive to and from work: or school only 

b) permission to drive to and from the rehabilitation --- program only 

c) permission to drive during daylight hours only 

d) permission to drive only on specified routes 

e) other (please specify) ---

I~ 
Number Yes Yes Yes Yes 

of to to to to 
Occupation Respondents A B C D 

General 49 46 38 6 8 
District Ct. 93.9% 77.6% 12.2% 16.370 

Juvenile Ct~ 27 25 20 8 8 
92.6% 74.1% 29.6% 29.6% 

Circuit Ct. 48 45 ' 34 5 3 
93.8% 70.8% 10.4% 6.3% 

Prosecutors 66 64 50 5 11 
97.0% 75.8% 7.6io 16.7% 

Total I 190 180 142 24 30 
94.7% 74.7% 12.6% 15.8% 

Respondents were also asked the type bf model they would favor 
for implementing a restricted license program (see Table 41). 
An overwhelming majority (79%) favored a model where the court 
issues the restricted license rather than the DMV. Twenty-two 
percent said the court should issue a license to all persons 
referred to VASAP, while 57% indicated that each court should have 
disbretion in determining which o~ the persons it refers to VASAP 
should receive a restricted license. 
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Table 41 

Which of the following models do you favor for implementing a 
restricted license program? 

a) the Division of Motor Vehicles (DMV) issues a 
----- restricted license to all persons referred to VASAP 

b) each court issues a restricted license to all persons 
------ it refers to VASAP 

c) the DMV has discretion in determining wh~ch per~ons 
------ referred to VASAP should receive a restrlcted llcense 

d) each court has discretion in determini~g which of , the 
------ persons it refers to VASAP should recelve a r~strlcted 

license 

e) other (please specify) ----

I~ 
A B C D 

DMV Court DMV Court 
. Occupation Issues Issues Discretion Discretion 

General 6 6 0 41 
District Ct. 11.3% 11.3% Oio' 77.4% 

Juvenile Ct. 3 2 4 18 
11.5% 7.7% 8.0% 69"2% 

Circuit Ct. 12 6 2 28 
24.0% 12.0% 2.9% 56.0io 

Prosecutors 10 17 3 40 
14.5% 24.6% 11.5% 58.0% 

Total 31 31 9 127 
15.7% 15. 770 4.5% 64.1% 

Additional tallies for 7 17 0 0 
persons who favored 
more than one model 

Total 38 48 9 127 
17.1% 21.6io 4.1% 57.2% 
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In considering the licensing sanction for handling DUI 
offenders, it seems appropriate to review the policy of other states 
on restricted licenses, the arguments for and against restricted 
licenses, and the literature on the effectiveness of restricted 
licenses. There are currently 35 states that issue some form 
of restricted license after a DUI conviction. Sixteen of the states 
list participation in or successful completion of a driver rehabil
tat ion program as a condition to getting a restricted license. Ten 
states permit restricted licenses after a conviction for DUI, 
regardless of whether the offender enters· a rehabilitation pro
gram. In addition, 9 states allow traffic offenders to get a 
restricted license uhder a variety of circumstances, not nec
essarily connected with a DUI offense. 

In these 35 states a restricted license is offered as an 
alternative to complete license suspension for various traffic 
offenses. The license is generally issued on the basis of either 
the economic hardship expected to result from complete license 
suspension or for compliance with some condition such as attending 
a driver improvement or drunk driving rehabilitation program. 

Those who support restricted licensing argue that complete 
withdrawals of the driving privilege can deprive a person of 
his livelihood, especially where the licensee must drive during 
work or'in order to travel to and from work. The restricted 
license permits the offender to avoid unnecessary hardship while 
still curtailing his enjoyment of driving and limiting his 
driving exposure. This argument is valid if one can assume that 
loss of the driving privilege would result in economic hardship 
for most drivers. In 1974, Baker and Robertson tested this as
sum.ption by interviel-lTing 450 persons who drove to work. (33) 
Participants were asked how they would reach work if a broken 
leg prevented them from driving. Only 21% said they would 
not be able to make other travel arrangements. Although the per
centage of persons unable to reach work would be higher in a rural 
area or in an area where mass transit was not avaiiable, the study 
does suggest the need for close scrutiny by the courts to ascertain 
the offender's need to drive in order to work. For the persons who 
would suffer economically, the restricted license may be the best 
alternative. 

Proponents of the restricted license also argue that it 
serves as an incentive for driver improvement in cases where 
the license normally would be suspended. This rationale is 
reflected in the practice of many states. Some of these states 
require completion of a driver improvement course or progress in 
a treatment program before issuing the license j while the others 
permit immediate issuance of the license upon a conviction for 
DUI or other offense on the condition that the offender will 
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participate in and complete a course or rehabilitation program. 

Proponents of the restricted license also cite studies 
which have shown that many persons continue to drive while under 
complete suspension. A study reported by Coppin and Van Oldenbeck 
in 1965 demonstrated that a high percentage of negligent drivrrs 
whose licenses were suspended or revoked continued to drive. 34) 
They found that 33% of all 8uspended and 60% of all revoked 
drivers were cited for one or more traffic violations during 
their periods of suspension or revocation. These findings were 
supported b¥ a study conducted by Kaestner and Speight j.n Oregon 
in 1974. (30) The results of their mailing survey indicated that 
52% of the respondents drove while their licenses were suspended. 
These and other studies suggest that license suspension or 
revocation is not completely effective in removing drivers from 
the highway. Proponents argue that a restricted license gives 
a driver the incentive he needs for improvement rather than 
forcing him to drive under suspension and taking the chance of 
being apprehended. 

One principal counterargument of the opponents to restricted 
licenses, as reflected in some of the responses to the question
naire, is ~he difficulty of enforcing the restrictions. If a 
complete suspension is so difficult to enforce, then it would be 
nearly impossible to limit offenders to driving only in accordance 
with certain restrictions. Giving the licensee the privilege to 
drive at certain times encourages him to drive in other situations 
as well. 

Opponents also argue that since the goal of licen3e sus
pension is to promote highway safety, serious traffic offenders 
should be removed from the road. Restricted licenses present 
a threat to public safety by allowing these unsafe drivers to 
continue to drive. They argue that license suspe~sion serves 
as a deterrent to unsafe driving conduct because a person will 
~ry ~o modify his driving behavior if he knows his license 
will be suspended. However, most of this deterrent value of 
license withdrawal is lost if drivers can obtain restricted 
licenses for their essential driving. Opponents feel that if 
someone commits a serious traffic offense, he should suffer 
the consequences of his conduct by being removed from the road. 

There have been a handful of studies on the effectiveness 
of license suspension and restricted licenses as sanctior~; in 
traffic cases. In 1974, Kaestner ar.J Speight tested the effect
~veness of various s~nctions in th~ context of a formal driver 
lmprovement program In Oregon. (35) Drivers eligible for a first 
time discretionary driver improvement license suspension were 
randomly assigned to the five conditions of no contact, a last 
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chance warning letter, a I-month probationary license, a Defensive 
Driving Course or a I-month license suspension. The authors then 
compared the proportion of drivers in each group who were able 
to drive a full year without'a moving violation or chargeable 
accident. They found that the impact of license suspension on 
subsequent driving was not significantly different from that of 
a last chance warning letter or no formal agency contact. Drivers 
in the probationary license group and the Defensive Driving 
Course group were more successful in driving a year without a 
moving violation or chargeable accident than were the suspension 
group. The probationary license also had a significant delaying 
effect on the occurrence of moving violations or chargeable 
accidents. 

The authors recommended more extensive use of a probationary 
license as a driver improvement device but warned against discon
tinuing the suspension option by saying: "It is not unlikely that 
the effectiveness of the probationary license. . depended 
upon the existence of suspension as an alternative". 

Also, the discretionary use of license suspension in a driver 
improvement setting was studied in Washington by Paulsrude and 
Klingsberg. (36) A group of problem drivers were randomly assigned 
to the three conditions of no contact, group interview and license 
suspension. The authors found no differences in effectiveness 
between the groups for reducing subsequent accidents and citation 
involvement for the 12-month period following the assignment. 
However, in one critique of the study, McGuire and Peck suggest that 
it cannot be regarded as proof that license suspensions do not 
work because if the authors had used an adequate sample size with 
the same results, the differences in favor ?f jhe suspended group 
would have been statistically significant. 23 

These two studies have shown that license suspension har. no 
greater effect on driving behavior than other, less severe sanctions 
when it is used in a driver improvement setting. Also, the Oregon 
study has shoVv'n that the use of a restricted license can be more 
successful tha'l license suspension in changing driving behavior. 
However, the l'esults of these studies must be reviewed with caution 
because they are not oriented toward drinking drivers. 

The only study which has evaluated the effectiveness of a 
restricted license in a DUI setting was conducted by Johns and 
Pascarella of the Highway Safety Research Center in North 
Carolina. (37) Prior to July 1969, North Carolina required mandatory 
revocation of a driver's license for 1 year upon conviction for 
a first DUI offense. Since many judges were reluctant to convict 
offenders for DUI because of the perceived harshness of mandatory 
suspension, the law was amended in 1969 to allow a court the option 
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to grant DUI first offenders a limited driving privilege whenever 
a need to drive was indicated. 

Johns and Pascarella evaluated this new legislation by 
examining the court's disposition of DUI cases for periods before 
and after the law became effective. They found that the number 
of convictions for first offenders increased 10.5%, while the 
number of amended charges (such as reckless driving) decreased 
33.8%. In addition, the pre-adjudication and post-adjudication 
violation and accident rates for samples of persons convicted 
of DUI before and after the law was amended were not significantly 
different. 

The authors then compared the subsequent l-year driving 
records of three groups: (1) a sample of DUI first offenders 
who received limited licenses (limited group), (2) a random sample 
of North Carolina drivers (random group), and (3) a sample of 
drivers whose licenses were revoked before the law was amended 
(revoked group). The limited group had a significantly lower 
traffic violation rate than the random group and a similar sub
sequent accident rate. However, the limited group did have 
significantlY more subsequent DUI convictions. The revoked group 
had significantly fewer accidents than both the limited group and 
the random group. However, the group of drivers who had had their 
licenses revoked were still under revocation during the study 
period so their driving exposure was limited. The all~hors concluded 
that the driving record of the limited driving license recipient 
was no worse than that of the average North Carolina driver. 

There ~lso has been only one study made of the effectiveness 
of mandatory license suspension in DUI cases. In 1977, Hagen 
compar~d the s~bsequ~~t d~ivi?~ history of 2 groups o~ multiple 
DUI ofrenders 1n Cal1Iorn1a. 8) One group was perm1tted to keep 
their licenses by having their prior convictions declared uncon
stitutional, while the other group was subject to mandatory 
license suspension. After completing a variety of multivariate 
analyses, Hagen found that the drivers convicted of multiple 
DUI offenses who received a mandated license suspension evidenced 
a significantly better 6-year subsequent driving record than that 
of a comparable group of drivers not receiving the mandated licensing 
action. He concluded that the use of mandated licensing actions 
in addition to fines and/or jail sentences for multiple DUI of
fenders had a more positive effect on traffic safety than the use 
of only fines and/or jail sentences. 

'. 

The North Carolina study on restricted licenses and the 
California study on mandatory license suspension have limited 
application to the problem of handling DUI offenders in Virginia, 
because neither study involves the use of a treatment program 
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such as VASAP. The California study evaluated the effectiveness 
of license suspension for multiple offenders when there was no 
treatment program. No one in Virginia questions the use of a 
mandatory license suspension for second and multiple DUI offenders 
who are not ref~rred to a rehabilitation program. Similarly, 
t~e North ~arol~na study evaluated only the use of restricted 
llc~nses wlth flrst offenders when there was no treatment program. 
Agaln, no one has suggested that limited licenses be issued to 
persons not referred to VASAP. 

. In Virginia, the issue is whether a restricted license should 
~e lssued to pe~so~s who are referred to VASAP without a conviction 
ln~t~ad of permlttlng the offender to retain his full driving 
pr1v~lege. Even though the questionnaire answers reveal that a 
few Judges are presently issuing restricted licenses for VASAP 
r~ferrals o~ taking their ~ic7nses away for a certain period of 
tlme, m~st Judges are permltt1ng DUI offenders referred to the 
V~SAP wlth~ut a 70nv~ct~o~ t~ re~ain a full driving privilege. 
Slnce the ls~ue In.V~rglnla 1S dlfferent from the issue normally 
encountered.l~ decldln¥ on.a restricted license program) the liter
ature has Ilml~ed appllcat1on.to the situation in Virginia. No 
study has 7xamlne~ the e~fectlveness of a full license as compared 
to a re~trlcted llcens7 ln a DUI setting. In addition, it may be 
approp~late to apply dlfferent licensing sanctions to DUI offenders 
dependlng on whether they are classified as first, second or multiple 
offenders. 

Other Possible Alternatives 

.Each respondent was asked whether all DUI offenders should 
be glven ~t least one ~pportunity to go through a VASAP program. 
~s shown ln Table 42, Juvenile court judges are the group most 
1n support of the proposition, with 63% indicating that every 
DUI ~f~ender shou~d be given one chance at the program. The 
remaln1ng oc7upatlonal groups vary between 48% and 57% supporting 
o~e o~portun;ty for all offenders. It is clear that a sizeable 
mlnorlty (4670 of all the respondents) believe that some DUI 
offenders are not suited for rehabilitation, and therefore, do 
not deserve even one chance to enter a program. 

Tab~Le 43 re~e'71s that only a small minority of state officials 
favor a law requlrrng mandatory referral to the VASAP for all first 
offenders. In each of the three groups of Virginia judges 75~ 
to 80% ~ppose the i~ea of mandatory referral. It is inter~sti~g 
that ~l? of ~he pollce, who are the group most opposed to the 
rehablllatatlon approach, support mandatory referral for all first 
offenders. . 
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Table 42 

Should all DUI offenders be given at least one opportunity to 
go through a VASAP program? 

~ Occupation No Yes 

General .37 35 
District Ct. 51.4% 48.6% 

Juvenile Ct. 1.3 22 
37.1% 62.91'0 

Circuit Ct. 36 35 
50.7% 49.3% 

Prosecutors' 38 50 
43.2% 56.8io 

Police 38 47 
44.7% 55.3% 

Total l6Z 189 
46.2% 53.8% 

Table 43 

Would you favor a law requiring mandatory referral to VASAP for 
all ftfirst offenders ft ? 

~ Occupation No Yes 

General 

I 
58 14 

District Ct. 80.6% 19.4% 

Juvenile Ct. ')~ 

..../ 9 
75.01'0 25.0% 

Circuit Ct. 53 15 
77.9% 22.1% . ,-

Prosecutors 65 23 
73.9% 26.1% 

Police 50 34 
59.5% 40.5% 

Total 

I 253 95 
72.7io 27.3% 
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The general opposition to a mandatory statute shows that most 
court officials prefer the present discretion given a trial judge 
to determine a defendant's eligibility for the VASAP. Judges would 
argue that each DUI offense presents potentially unique circum
stances which cannot properly be dealt with if a court is forced 
into a straitjacket by a requirement of mandatory referral. Al
though Table 42 shows that a slight majority of respondents approve 
of giving DUI offenders one chance at the VASAP, officials do 
not want to be forced into giving that chance. Cross tabulations 
of the responses to the two questions reveals that of all respondents 
who answered both questions, about 30% favor giving one chance 
at the VASAP but oppose mandatory referral. As noted by one ju¢ge, 
under a mandatory statute ftcourts will be completely bypassed; 
the VASAP program would supplant the courts in the most serious 
violation of traffic laws." (See Appendix E for commentary on 
Equal Protection Issues.) 

Another possible countermeasure to drinking and driving 
would be the introduction of a "per se" law. Such a law would 
make it prima facie. unlawful to drive a vehicle with a BAC above 
a certain level (i.e., 0.10%). The Uniform Vehicle Code 
(§11-902(a)(1)) recommends a "per se" law, and 12 states have 
adopted such a law in one form or another. North Carolina, for 
example, made it unlawful in 1973 for a driver to operate a 
vehicle when his BAC is 0.10% or above; violation constitutes a 
"lesser included offense of the offense of driving under the 
influence," somewhat akin to Virginia's pre-1971 offense of 
"driving while impaired." In other states, operation of a 
vehicle with a BAC of 0.10% or above carries the same penalty 
as a standard DUI conviction. 

The results in Table 44 reveal that only the police (87%) 
favor the adoption of a "per se" law in Virginia. The majority 
of the four remaining groups rejected such a change, with circuit 
court judges (75%) being most strongly in opposition. A few 
respondents took the opportunity to comment on a possible "per 
se" law. 
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Under present law, a person arrested with a Blood Alcohol Content 
(BAC) of 0.10% or above is "presumed" to have been driving under 
the influence of alcohol, but this presumption can be rebutted by 
other evidence. Would you support a "per se" law making it 
unlawful to drive with a BAC of 0.10% or above? 

One prosecutor felt the proposed law was "the most needed reform 
next to the abolition of VASAP", and suggested an even lower BAC 
level. Some of those opposing the law believed that a person 
~vi th a BAC of 0.10%-0.15% may not necessarily be "under the 
influence", on the premise that vast differences in intoxication 
exist among individuals with the same BAC level. Three judges 
felt that a "per se" law, by creating what is in effect an 
irrebutable presumption of DUI, might be unconstitutional. 

Table 44 

==-~ No I Yes 

General 42 30 
District Ct. 58.3% 41. 7% 

Juvenile Ct. 19 17 

I 
52.8% 47.2% 

Circuit Ct. 52 17 
7.5.4% 24.6% 

Prosecutors 48 40 
54.5% 45.5% 

Police 11 72 
13.3% 86.7% 

Total 172 176 
49.4% 50.6% 
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Proposal for Revision of Virginia DUI Laws 

First Offenders 

The questionnaire results clearly indicate that most state 
court officials oppose mandatory referral to the VASAP for all 
first offenders, believing that some persons are not suited for 
rehabilitation and should not have an opportunity to enroll in the 
program. These responses suggest that the trial judge should retain 
the discretion to determine whether or not a first offender may be 
referred to the VASAP. A requirement of automatic referral to 
the program of all first offenders would probably breed judicial 
hostility toward the program and ignores the unique circumstances 
surrounding each DUI case. 

One possible revision to the present law would be to require 
a DUI conviction for first offenders prior to referral to the 
VASAP. As noted previously, judges are making great use of their 
discretion to decide what may be required prior to referral. 
Presently, a conviction prior to referral is not really a viable 
alternative for many judges because it demands mandatory suspension 
of the driver's license. For this reason, less than 20% of the 
judges currently require a DUI conviction prior to referral, and 
only about 35% of the judges favor amending the law to require a 
DUI conviction. Nearly 60% of the judges and prosecutors support 
requiring a conviction prior to referral if the mandatory license 
suspension provision were changed. The remaining 40% oppose 
requiring a conviction for reasons other than the mandatory sus
pension provision. An attempt to force this substantial number 
of judges to require a conviction prior to referral might be 
counter-productive. Instead of convicting the offender of DUI 
and referring him to the VASAP, these judges might decide to 
circumvent the requirement by convicting the offender of a lesser 
offense. In these circumstances the offender would never be re
ferred to the program for rehabilitation. The authors therefore 
recommend that the law continue to provide the trial judge with 
his present flexibility to refer first offenders to the VASAP 
with or without a conviction. 

In order to make a conviction prior to referral a viable 
alternative for the trial judge, some revision of the licensing 
statute will be necessary. The questionnaire results reveal that 
for first offenders, majority support exists for each of four 
possibilities which may not be inconsistent: mandatory suspension 
of the license upon a first DUI conviction; judicial discretion 
'to determine whether the license should be suspended; retention of 
the full driving privilege while in the VASAP; and issuance of a 
restricted license. Although a review of the literature revealed 
that restricted licenses may be more effective than license 
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suspension in improving driving behavior, no study indicated that 
a restricted license, when used in the context of a DUI offense, 
would effectively reduce DUI recidivism. In addition, no study 
has examined the effectiveness of restricted licenses when issued 
in conjunction with referral to a rehabilitation program. Even 
though most respondents feel that a limited license would provide 
sufficient incentive for an offender to successfully complete the 
VASAP, the authors believe that the results of the literature 
survey, as well as difficulty in enforcement, make a persuasive 
case against the adoption of a limited license at the present 
time. Instead, the authors recommend a licensing system for first 
offenders which combines the other propositions supported by a 
majority of court officials - mandatory suspension upon a conviction, 
jun~cial discretion on the licensing action, and the offender's 
retention of a full license while enrolled in the VASAP. 

The authors' recommended procedures for dealing with first 
offenders are outlined in Figure 1. When the defendant first 
appears in court, the judge shall retain his present discretion 
to either convict or not convict for DUI, and to refer or not 
refer the offender to the VASAP. If the judge convicts the 
offender for DUI and removes the opportunity for enrolling in the 
VASAP, the defendant should be subject to mandatory suspension 
of the license for 6-12 months and the possibility of fine or 
jail sentence, as is presently the case. However, the judge 
may decide to convict the offender and then refer him to the 
VASAP. If the judge chooses this option, he should be able to 
take the offender's license prior to referral for a discretionary 
period of 0-3 months. Thus, an offender who has been convicted of 
DUI may be without a license for some period of time while he is 
enrolled in the VASAP. The licensing statute should be revised 
to also provide that offenders convicted of DUI who successfully 
complete the program will lose their license for the discretionary 
period only. Mandatory suspension (6-12 months) would apply to 
those offenders convicted of DUI and referred to the VASAP and 
who eventually drop out of the program or otherwide fail to success
fully complete it. The offender would prefer judicial discretion 
on a 0-3 months suspension period over a 6-12 month mandatory 
suspension period, and would thus have an incentive to satisfy 
the requirements of his rehabilitation program. Those offenders 
who successfully complete the program would still face the possi
bility of a fine or jai~ sentence, although such action would be 
unlikely. 
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The authors recommend that the judge retain the option to 
refer a defendant to the VASAP without a DUI conviction. If the 
judge elects this option, the offender keeps his full~l~cense ~ 
until final disposition of the case. Defendants who Lall to meeL 
the requirements of the rehabilitation program are returned to 
court for disposition; if convicted of DUI, these offenders 
should face mandatory suspension of the license for the present J 
6-12 month period and the possibility of fine or jail sentence. . 
If the offender successfully completes VASAP, the authors recommend 
that the judge retain the discretion to convict for DUI or amend 1 
the warrant, but no longer have the option to accept t~~ VASAP .. 
"in lieu" of a DUI conviction (see p.31 above). Ar: orrer:der ,:. 
who is ultimately convicted for DUI should be penallzed wlth a, , , 
0-3 month discretionary suspension of the license and,the posslblllty 'j: 
of fine or jail in order that he be placed on a p~r wlth ~h~~, . 
offender who successfully completes the program aLter an lnlLlal 
DUI conviction. The judge may decide to amend the warrant and 
convict for reckless driving or improper driving; in e~ther,case 
demerit points will be placed on the license and nutatl?n ~lll be 
made that the offender has been through the VASAP. It lS lmportant 
that the offender's driving record indicate that he has attended 
the VASAP. For example, if the offender completes the VASAP 
and is then convicted of reckless driving, his record should read, 
"Reckless driving, VASAP - completed." If the offender is refer-
red to the VASAP and drops out, his record could read, "DUI con
viction VASAP - drop out." In this way, the court would always 
know if'the offender has had an opportunity to attend the VASAP 
and the result of his participation. 

The authors emphasize that a portion of these procedures 
recommended for first offenders are based on personal opinion 
and are only indirec.tly supported by the questior:naire res~2.ts. , 
For example, no question specifically asked the Judges wheLh~r tne 
VASAP "in lieu" out ion should be eliminated, and 25 96 of the Judges 
use this option m~re than three-quarters of the time (see Table 
20, p.30).- Neverthele3s, ~he author~ feel th~t removing.~his 
option is not such a dr~stlc step, Slnce the Judge may SLlll 
amend the warrant to improper driving. Elimination of the VASAP 
in lieu alternative has the advantage of ensuring some penalty , 
on the offender's license, even if that penalty is only 3 dem8rlt 
points and equates Dur with a minor traffic offense in this 
respect. Further, some type of convictior: will a~pear on the 
offender'~ record, which will make it eaSler to dlscover that the 
offender has participated in the program in the event he becomes 
a DUI recidivist. 
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Also, although the respondents did indicate support for judicial 
discretion on the license, they had no opportunity to react to the 
specific time period recommended by the authors (0-3 months), or 
to specula-.:e whether this provision would provide incentive for 
the offender to successfully complete the program. However, 
because of the responses to the incentive questions for full and 
restricted licenses, the authors believe it is safe to assume that 
the respondents would find the possibility of recovering the license 
after a short period of time to also be an effective incentive 
for completion of the VASAP. Again, the proposed change is not 
very dramatic. Judges are left free to deal with first offenders 
as they presently do; the only difference is that convicting the 
offender for DUI becomes more feasible with the availability of 
discretion on the license. Elimination of mandatory suspension for 
offenders who successfully complete VASAP makes this option more 
available to the judge, and has the added benefit of inducing 
compliance with rehabilitation. 

Second Offenders 

The questionnaire results support a recommendation that a 
DUI conviction be required by law prior to referral to the VASAP 
for second offenders. The vast majority of judges and prosecutors 
favor this change, and most feel that this revision would not lead 
to increases in the number of DUI appeals, the number of cases 
involving plea bargaining, or any court backlog of DUI cases which 
might presently exist. Although the responses show that very 
few judges refer second offenders to the VASAP, the authors 
believe that a judge should not be prevented from referring a 
second offender as the individual circumstances dictate, because 
of the possibility of misclassification the first time. 

The author's recommended procedures for dealing with second 
offenders appear in Figure 2. A requirement of a conviction prior 
to referral means that the licensing statute should be partially 
revised. Again, judicial discretion on the license can be used 
as an incentive for the second offend~r who is referred to the 
VASAP to successfully complete the progL"'·=tm. The authors suggest 
that a second offender with a previous DUI conviction who is re
ferred to the VASAP again should have his license suspended for 
not less than one-half of the present statutory requirement of 
3 years prior to entry into VASAP. If the offender successfully 
completes the rehabilitation program, the judge would impose this 
1 1/2 -3 year suspension along with any fine or jail sentence. 
Offenders who drop out of the program or otherwise fail to 
successfully complete it would be subject to the full 3 year 
period of mandatory suspension. 
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A second offender with no prior conviction for DUI (i.e., his 
charges were reduced for the first offense) must be dealt with 
differently, since his conviction for the second DUI offense 
carries a mandatory suspension of only 6-12 months. If this type 
of second offender is referred to the VASAP, his license should 
also be suspended for one-half of the statutory period, in this 
case 3-6 months, prior to entry into the program. This 3-6 month 
discretionary suspension would be the final action on the license 
if the offender successfully completes the program; otherwise the 
full mandatory period of 6-12 months would apply. 

Second offenders who are not referred to the VASAP will be 
subject to the present penalties. If this is the offender's first 
DUl convic~ion, he will face mandatory suspension of the license 
for a 6-12 month period, as well as a possible fine or jail sentence. 
If the offender now has a second DUI conviction, he will be subject 
to the 3 year mandatory suspension period and the fine or jail 
sentence. 

Because the statutory technique recommended for second 
offenders is the same as for first offenders, the caveat to the 
reader which appears at the end of the first offender section 
applies here. The authors stress that some of these recommendations 
for handling second offenders also are only partially substantiated 
by the questionnaire research. However, Table 45 indicates that 
most court officials would approve of some guidance for uniform 
treatment of second and multiple offenders. The authors have 
attempted to synthesize the responses to various questions with 
the aim that any recommendation b~ as amenable to as many view
points as possible. 

Table 45 

Do you think that there should be guidelines for uniform 
judicial treatment 

For For 
Second Offenders? Multiple Offenders? 

~ 
! 

Occupation No Yes No Yes 

General 31 40 27 42 
District Ct. 43.7% 56.3% 39.1% 60.9% 

Juvenile Ct. 8 26 6 28 
23.5% 76.5% 17.6% 82.4% 

Circuit Ct. 17 48 14 , 47 
2.6.2% 73.8% 23.0% 77.0% 

Prosecutors 35 50 29 54 
41. 2% 58.8% 34.9% 65.1% 

Total 

I 
91 164 76 171 

35.7% 64.3% 30.8% 69.2% 
.... 



------~----

Multiple Offenders 

The questionnaire results indic~te th~! nearly 95~ of Virginia 
court officials would not refer multlple oIIenders to Lhe VASAP, 
and that a vast majority of the respondents would support a law 
requiring a conviction for multiple offenders. 

In light of these statistics, the authors recommend that all 
multiple offenders found guilty of DUI be conv~cted~o!,tha~ offense. 
The offender would then face mandatory suspenslon oI,nl~ ~lcense 
and criminal penalties presently prescribed by the Vlrglnla Code 
for that conviction, the severity being dependent upon whether 
it is his first or subsequent conviction. If the changes recommend
o~ b" +~D ~u+h~rr are ad~Dted, a multiple offen0e~ will have al-
_u '.y \...li'-..,;. U l-.L v_ 0 I:" - , 

ready received at least one prior ~~I conviction (the mandaTory 
DUI conviction imposed on second oIIenders). Th~ aut~ors,also , 
recommend that some limitation be placed on the,Judge s dlsc:etlon 
to refer multiple offenders to the VASAP. Sect~on 18.2-271.1 
should be revised to either completely ban referral~ to ~ASAP a 
third time or limit such referral to l1 unus ual or,dlre~clrcum
stances." In the event that a multiple offender,ls reI~rred to 
the VASAP, no reduction of the mandatory sus~enslon perlod~ " 
should be possible. If the judge wishes to lnduce successIu~ 
completion-of the rehabilitation program, he can do so by alTer-
ing the fine or jail sentence. 
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for Drivers Convlcted o~ MulLlple Driving-Under-the-Influence 
Offenses", Report #59, California Department of Motor Vehicles 
Research a~d bevelopment Section, Se~tember 1977. 
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APPENDIX A 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 102 

Creatin{J a COIWfllSSlOfl to st/ldy all aspects of the laws relating to 
probation. education and rehabilitation of persons charged with 
or co'~victed of driving under the influence of alcohol and the 
Virginia Alcohol Safety Action Program; allocating funds. 

Agreed to by the House of Delegates, March 11, 1978 

Agreed to by the Senate, March 11, 1978 

WHEREAS, the present laws governing probation, education and 
rehabilitation of persons charged with driving under the influence of 
alcohol grant unlimited discretion in the trial judge as to \;\'no may 
enter an alcohol safety action program, or a driver alcohol 
rehabilitation program, and under what conditions; and 

WHEREAS, the Virginia Alcohol Safety Action Program, and 
other such programs are not available in all of the several sectors 
of the Commonwealth; and 

WHEREAS, these laws have been in effect since nineteen 
hundred seventy-five, and sufficient data should now be available as 
to the effectiveness of such programs, and a study should be made 
as to whether the laws should be changed insofar as limiting judicial 
discretion; whether convictions should be required prior to entry of 
such programs; whether work privileges to operate a motor vehicle 
should be issued instead of allowing the offender to retain his 
license; and whether second offenders should be privileged to again 
enter such a program; as well as any other matters pertinent to 
such a study; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, 
That a Commission is hereby created for the purpose of studying all 
aspects of the laws relating to driving under the influence of alcohol 
or drugs, particularly relating to the probation, education and 
rehabilitation of persons charged with such offenses. The 
Commission shall consist of eleven members, five of whom shall be 
members of the House of Delegates to be appOinted by the Speaker 
thereof; three of whom shall be members of the Senate to be 
appointed by the Committee on Privileges and Elections thereof; the 
Director of the Division of Alcoholic Services, or his deSignee, one 
citizen at large, to be appOinted by the Speaker of the House of 
Delegates and one general district court judge to be appointed by 
the Committee on Privileges and Elections of the Senate. The 
Commission shall study all aspects of the llroblem, including, but not 
limited to, (i) whether the laws should limit the discretion of the 
trial judge; (if) whether convictions shall be required prior to entry 
of such programs; (iii) whether work permits to operate motor 
vehicles should be issued rather than allowing the offender to retain 
his license; (iv) the problem of second offenders; and (v) the 
Alcohol Safety Action Program. All interested agencies of the 
Commonwealth shall assist the Commission in its study. The 
Commission shall select its chairman. 

AU members of the Commission shall be reimbursed for their 
actual expenses incurred by them in the performance of the work " 
of the Commission, and legislative members shall receive such 
compensation as is provided in § 14.1-18. For these and such other 
expenses as may be required, including secretarial and other 
professional assistance, there is hereby allocated from the general 
appropriation to the General Assembly the sum of ten thousand 
dollars. 

The Commission shall complete its study and submit its report to 
the Governor and the General Assembly no later than November 
one, nineteen hundred seventy-eight. 
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'APPENDIX B 

I.. 

Ei'AATMENT OF HIGHWA YS I. TAANSIIORTA. TION 
HAROLc C.ItINO, COMMISSIONER 

\"ONIVERSITY 'OF VIAGINI.t, 
DR FRANK l.. HEREFORD. JA . PRESIDENT 

l.EO E. BUSSER. III 
DEPUTY COMMISSIONER ANO 

CHIEF ENGINEER 

SCHOOL OF ENGINEeRING & APPl.IEO SCIENCE 
JOHN E.CiIBSON,OEAN 

ISCAR K.MA8AV 

,: DIReCTOR OF PLANNING 

0- LESTEA A. HeEL. CHAIRMAN 
DEPARTMENT OF CIVIL ENOINEeRING 

r 
..... '-.t4CK H. DILLARD. HEAD 

\COMMO]\[~VEALTrl of VIR:GINIA 
HIGHWAY & TRANSPORTATION RESEARCH COUNCIL 

BOX J817 UNIVERSITY STATION 
CHARLOTTeSVILLE. VIRGINIA 22903 

VIRGINIA HIGHWAY" TRANSPORTATION RESEARCH COUNCIL July 17, 1978 

Dear Judge 

SAMPLE QUESTIONNAIRE AND 
COVER LETTER 

This year the General Assembly passed House Joint Reso
lution #102, calling for a review of the Virginia Alcohol 
Safety Action Program and all laws relating to driving under 
the influence of alcohol. Specifically, the General Assembly 
will study whether the laws should be changed to limit judicial 
discretion as to who may enter the Program; whether convictions 
should be required prior to entry into a rehabilitation program; 
whether work privileges to operate a motor vehicle should be 
issued instead of allowing an offender to retain his full driv
ing privilege; and whether second offenders should be given 
another opportunity to enter a rehabilitation program. 

The Virginia Highway and Transportation Research Council 
is conducting an independent study which will help the General 
Assembly make informed decisions about Virginia's drunk driving 
laws. Vital to this research is a survey of the opinions on 
alternative court procedures from those persons who work daily 
with DUI offenders. By expressing your views on this controver
sial subject, you will give the Gen~ral Assembly essential infor
mation on present court procedures and possible alternatives. 

We ask that you complete the attached questionnaire and 
return it in the enclosed envelope. We would appreciate re
ceiving your reply by August 2, so that our report may be com
pleted in time to be considered by the General Assembly. If you 
do not try traffic cases, please note that fact as part of your 
reply to Question #3. Then you may either proceed to Part III 
if you wish to express your opinions on possible revisions to 
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Virginia law, or return the questionnaire unanswered. If you 
have any questions, call John Abbene or Peter Keith, graduate 
legal assistants on our staff, at (804) 977-0290. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

JA/PK: jms 
Attachment 

cc: Mr. John T. Hanna 

Very truly yours, 

n-/~hi'~~' 
~~k~; Di~lard, Head 

Vlrglnla Hlghway & Transportation 
Research Council -
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1 Court 

Virginia Highway and Transportation Research Council 

VASAP QUESTIONNAIRE 

I Phone Number ~( ______ ~) __________________________________________________ ___ 

I This questionnaire is part of a study of the role of the judiciary in 
controlling the drinking driver. The questions are designed to survey current 
court procedures in drinking-driver cases and to seek opinions about alter-

I' native procedures which might be used in Virginia. Please consider each 
, question carefully. Your responses will provide information for the General 

Assembly's discussion on possible changes in Virginia law. 

I When you have finished, use the enclosed envelope to return the question
naire. We would appreciate receiving your reply by August 2, so that our 

,"'_ report may be completed in time to be considered by the General Assembly. 
Thank you for your help in this matter. 

i 
~ ... 

~~ PART 1: 
lL 

1-
T 

J~ 
~!\ ... 

It 
~:.. 

r 2 . 
l i 

r 
t 3 . 

r ' I 

I 
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X0 :1' ,( , 

I 
I 

I 

In ~he handling of persons arrested for driving under the influence of 
alcohol (DUI), driver rehabilitation and education should be used -

a) as an alternative to traditional criminal sanctions 

--- b) in conjunction with traditional criminal sanctions 

c) not at all 

Have you ever attended a judicial seminar on Alcohol and Highway Safety 
sponsored by the Highway Safety Division? 

Yes No 

Do you use the Virginia Alcohol Safety Action Program (VASAP) and its 
local programs in the disposition of cases inVOlving individuals accused 
of DUI? 

Yes No 

If not, please state your reasons and skip to Part III. 
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PART II Present Court Procedures 

IN THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS, A DUI "FIRST OFFENDER" IS DEFINED AS A 
PERSON WHO HAS NEVER BEEN REFERRED TO VASAP, EVEN THOUGH HE ~~Y PREVIOUSLY 
HAVE BEEN ARRESTED OR CONVICTED FOR DUI. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

What do you generally require prior to referring a DUI "first offender" 
to VASAP? (Check any which apply) 

a) the defendant must plead guilty to DUI 

b) the court need only to hear evidence sufficient 
to support a finding of guilt 

c) the defendant must be convicted of DUI 

d) other (please specify) 

What percentage of DUI I1first offenders" do you refer to VASAP? 
(Specify if you wish) 

a) less than 50% 

b) 50% - 75% 

c) 75% - 85% 

d) 85% - 95% 

e) more than 95% 

How important are the following factors in determining that a "first 
offender" should not be referred to VASAP? 

\1 ' 1) very:important 2) important 
3) some\-7hat important 4) not important 

l 
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I'" 'j 
a) the Blood Alcohol Content (BAC) level at the time of 

7. 

b) the offender's involvement In a fatal accident 
f '. 

involvement in an accident causing personal 
, I 

c) the offender's 
injury 

d) the offender's 
damage 

involvement in an accident causlng property [ 

ii' 1,1 e) prior DUI convictions 

f) other (please specify) 
!1f 

I 
t 

[', l ~. !. 

j' i 

;"," 

I 
.1 8 • 

I 
J 9. 

I 
10. 

I 
I II. 

I 
I 

12. 

.. ,. 

Who conducts this investigation? 

______ a) the local VASAP office 

b) court personnel 

c) other (please specify) 

Under §1?1-271~lSal) th~_court shall require a DUI offender entering 
VASAP to pay a fee of not more than $200. Do you waive this fee if the 
defendant is determined to be indigent? 

Yes No (If no, skip to #11) 

Must a DUI offender file an affidavit of indigency or inability to pay 
which must then be approved by the court in order for the offender to 
be declared indigent? 

Yes No 

What percentage of "first offenders" that you refer to VASAP complete 
the program? (Specify if you wish) -------

a) less than 50% 

b) 50% - 75% 

c) 75% - 85% 

d) 85% 95% 

e) more than 95% 

In dealing with "first offenders" who have completed a rehabilitation 
program, about how often do you -

% a) convict the defendant for DUI 
% b) convict the defendant for reckless driving 
% c) convict the defendant for improper driving 
% d) accept VASAP completion in lieu of a conviction 
% e) other (please specify) 

~ IN THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS, INCLUDED WITHIN THE DEFINITION OF A 
DUI "SECOND OFFENDER" ARE ALL PERSONS WHO HAVE BEEN GIVEN ONE PRIOR OPPORTUNITY 

~ TO PARTICIPATE IN VASAP, REGARDLESS OF THE NUMBER OF PREVIOUS CONVICTIONS OR 
WHETHER THE FIRST REHABILITATION PROGRAM WAS COMPLETED. 'iT ...... 

:'j' 

Does the court receive a reDort based on an investigation into the personal ~ 
and social bac~ground of ali DUI offenders (i.e., e~ployment, drinking his~ ~,I 
tory, etc.) prlor to referral to VP_SAP? I. 11 

13. Do you usually request information to find out whether a person arrested 
'" for DUI is a "second offender"? 

Yes No (If no, skip to #9) ~ l Yes No 
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14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

Do you usually receive sufficient information to indicate whether a 
particular DUI defendant is a "second offender"? 

Yes No 

Are you usually notified if a particular DUI offender is presently 
enrolled in VASAP in another jurisdiction? 

Yes No 

Would you generally refer a DUI "second offender" to VASAP again? 

Yes No (If no, skip to #20) 

vJhat percentage of IIsecond offenders II do you refer to VASAP? 

lNould you recommend that the IIsecond offender" be placed in a higher 
level VASAP program (such as an alcohol treatment program) than that 
to which he was previously assigned? 

Yes No 

Which of the following procedures do you usually follow ln disposing 
of cases involving lTsecond offenders lT you have referred to VASAP for a 
second time? (Check any which apply) 

---

---

a) convict for DUI with VASAP participation as a 
condition of probation 

b) continue the case and convict for DUI after 
completion of the program 

c) continue the case and convict for a lesser charge 
after completion of the program 

d) continue the case and accept VASAP participation 
in lieu of a conviction 

e) other (please specify) 

20. Would you refer to VASAP a DUI offender who has been referred to VASAP 
at least tw~ce previously? 

Yes No 

PART III Alternative Court Procedures 

IN THE FOLLOHING QUESTIONS, "FIRST OFFENDERS II ARE DEFINED AS PERSONS WHO 
HAVE NEVER BEEN REFERRED TO VASAP; "SECOND OFFENDERS" ARE DEFINED AS PERSONS 
WHO HAVE BEEN GIVEN ONE PRIOR OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE IN VASAP; AND IIMUL
TIPLE OFFENDERS" ARE DEFINED AS PERSONS lNHO HAVE BEEN GIVEN TWO OR MORE PRIOR 
OPPORTUNITIES TO PARTICIPATE IN VASAP. 
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23. 

; 24. 

25. 

26. 

Under present law, a person convict d f DU 
li~ense suspended for a certain per1od

o 
f t~ ~ have his driver's 

thlS mandate for 0 lme. Do you approve of 

a) first offenders? 

b) second offenders? 

c) multiple offenders? 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

No 

No 

Would you favor a law giving the trial judge discretion to 
~~~ther or not a driver's license of a DUI offender should g:t:~:~~~ded 

a) first offenders? 

b) second offenders? 

c) multiple offenders? 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

No 

No 

Current law gives a judge the . 
(or another driver alcohol reh~bI~~~ ~~ refer a)DU~ offender to VASAP 
conviction. Would you support h ~ ~ lon group wlth o~ without a 
for DUI prior to referral to VA~A~n~~~g the law to requlre a conviction 

a) first offenders? 

b) second offenders? 

c) multiple offenders? 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

No 

No 

Suppose the law were amended to 
of t~e.driver's license upon no longer require mandatory suspension 
requlrl " a conviction for DUI. Would you then favor 

ng a convlction prior to referral to VASAP for 

a) first offenders? 

b) second offenders? 

c) multiple offenders? 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

No 

No 

Presently, the DUI offender is permitted 
if his case is referred to VASAP without to ret~in.a full driving privilege 
practice for a convlct~on. Do you favor this 

a) first offenders? 

b) second offenders? 

c) multiple offenders? 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

No 

No 

Would you support a law giving some form of restrl'cted . 
offenders who are referred to VASAP for llcense to DUI 

a) first offenders? 

b) second offenders? 

c) multiple offenders? 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

B-7 

No 

No 

No 

(If all nos, skip to #29) 



27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

Which of the following restrictions would you prefer to see on the 
driving privileges of DUr offenders who ente~ VASAP? (Check more 
than one if appropriate) 

a) permission to drive to and from work or school only 

b) permission to drive to and from the rehabilitation 
program only 

c) permission to drive during daylight hours only 

d) permission to drive only on specified routes 

e) other (please specify) 

Which of the following models do you favor for implementing a restricted 
license program? 

a) the Division of Motor Vehicles (DMV) issues a 
restricted license to all persons referred to VASA? 

b) each court issues a restricted license to all persons 
it refers to VASAP 

c) the DMV has discretion in determining 'tlhich persons 
referred to VASAP should receive a restricted license 

d) each court has discretion in determining which of the 
persons it refers to VASAP should receive a restricted 
license 

e) other (please specify) 

Do you feel that permitting the DUr off8nder to retain a full driving 
privilege while in VASAP serves as an incentive for successful completion 
of the rehabilitation program? 

Yes No 

Do you feel that a restricted license would provide sufficient incentive 
for the driver to compiete the program? 

Yes No 

Should all Dur offenders be glven at least one opportunity to go through 
a VASAP program? 

Yes No 

I 
I 
I 
J' '.' 

I 
I 
T --

I'I'~ 

l~ 1 

L1. I. Would you favor a law requiring mandatory referral to VASAP for all Ilfirst r 
offenders "? "l'" I 

Yes 

B-8 
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No 
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135 • 

1 
36. 

I 
I 37. 
.~, ~ 

J"Jtj' 

I 
....;, 

38. 

Do you think that there should be guidelines for uniform judicial treat
ment of 

a) second offenders? 

b) multiple offenders? 
Yes 

Yes 
No 

No 

Should the trial court receive a report based on an investigation into 
the offender's background prior to referral to VASAP? 

Yes No 

Do current procedures lead to a backlog of DUI C2' ._n your court? 

Yes No 

Do you think that requiring a conviction prior to referral to VASAP would 
create more backlog than at present? 

Yes No Unsure 

Do you think that requiring a conviction prior to referral to VASAP would 
create more backlog than at present if there were no mandatory suspension 
of the driver's license? 

Yes No Unsure 

Under present law, a person arrested with a Blood Alcohol Content (BAC) 
of 0.10% or above is "presumed" to have been driving under the influence 
of alcohol, but this presumption can be rebutted by other evidence. Would 
you support a per se law making it unlawful to drive with a BAC of 0.10% 
or above? 

Yes No 

. Feel free to make any a.ddi tional comments. Thank you for your time and 
l~ conslderation. Your comments are confidential and will be used along with the 
J: responses of other officials in our report to the General Assembly. Return 

this questionnaire to 

,. 
1/ 

Virginia Highway and Transportation Research Council 
Box 3817 University Station 
Charlottesville, Virginia 22903 

Attention: Safety Section 
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APPENDIX C 

LOCAL VASAP DIRECTORS' RESPONSES 

Introduction 

A separate questionnaire was mailed to the director of each 
of the 22 currently active~ local VASAP areas. The questionnaire 
contained many of the same questions directed to the other occu
pational groups, as well as specific questions on local VASAP
court interaction . 

The preliminary data presented below compile the responses 
of the 21 of 22 local VASAP directors who have thus far returned 
the questionnaire. Raw numbers in the blanks next to each answer 
indicate the total number of VASAP directors who selected that 
answer. The corresponding percentage of directors answering 
the question in that manner appears in parentheses next to the 
raw number. 

Responses to questions which deviated from any of the 
standard answers provided, or which gave additional information, 
are not included in the raw numbers and percentages. 

~-PART I Current Procedures 

In the following questions, "first offenders" are defined as persons who 
have never been referred to VASAP; "second offenders" are defined as persons 

~-who have been given one prior opportunity to participate in VASAP; and 
.~_ "multiple offenders" are defined as persons who have been given two or more 

prior opportunities to participate in VASAP. 

,f 
i 

1. In dealing with persons arrested for driving under the influence of alcohol 
(DUI), VASAP driver education and rehabilitation programs - (check one) 

2. 

(57%) 12 

(43%) 9 

a) serve as an alternative to traditional criminal 
penalties such as fines or jail sentences 

b) act in conjunction with traditional criminal penalties 

Do you l.~suaJ.ly provide the court with a report based on an investigation 
into the personal and social background (i.e. employment, drinking history, 
etc.) of the DUl offender prior to his referral to VASAP? 

Yes 1 (5%) No 18 (95%) ----

C-l 



3. 

4. 

5 . 

~----- -~ - --

What percentage of DUI "first offenders" who are referred to your VASAP 
office complete the program? (Specify if you wish ) 

( ,.,,:1 , 
VjJ) 

1"'\ 
\, a) less than 50% 

( S:q 1 b) 50% - 75% 

(14%) 1 c) 75% - 85% 

( 5T~) 1 2 d) 85% 95% 

( 24%) <) e) more than 95% 

When do you usually recelve information which indicates whether a partic-· 
ular DUI offender has been previously enrolled In VASAP? 

(0%) 0 a) never 

( 72~~) 13 b) before the court reaches d. decision on whether to 
refer the offender to VASAP 

( 2 8;~) 5 c) after the offender's second referral to VASAP but 
prior to the final disposition of the case 

( O(f) 
I , 0 d) after the court's final disposition of the case 

When do you usually give this information to the court? 

( O;·~) 0 a) never 

( 61;:~) 11 b) before the court reaches a decision on whether to 
refer the offender to VASAP 

(39~) .... c) after the offender's second referral to VA SAP but 
I 

prior to the final disposition of the case 

(Or,) 0 d) after the court's final disposition of the case 

6. When do you usually receive informa~ion indi7ating whet~er.a ~ar~icular 
DUI offender is presently enrolled In VASAP In another ]urlsdlctlon? 

(12%) 2 a) never 

(29~'$) 5 b) before the court reaches a decision on whether to 
refer the offender to VASAP 

( 59/;) 10 c) after the offender's second referral to VASAP but 
prior to the final disposition of the case 

(0%) 0 d) after the court's final disposition of the case 
---

7. When do you usually give this information to the court? 

( 12;'j) 2 a) never 

( 29fn 5 b) before the court reaches a decision on whether to 
refer the offender to VASAP 

(59%) 10 c) after the offender's second referral to VA SAP but 
prior to the final disposition of the case 

( 0;;) C d) after the court's final disposition of the case 
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Should a DUI "second offender" be given an opportunity to enter VASAP 
again? 

Yes 12 (60%) No 8 ( 40%) 

Why or why not? 
~ Offecder IDS.y' be an alcoholic who has "slipped" or who fails 

to admit he has a problem; offecder may have been miscla.ssified 
the first time. General cOIlSensUS that referral of secocd of'fecders 
should take place onl1 on a case-by-case basis. 

H2.L VASAI' should not be a "revolviIlg door". ColllmWlity support for the 
program will decrease if recidivists are given a seconi aba.nt:e. 
The ottemer should sutfer the consequences ot his failure to improve. 

Would you place the "second offender" in a higher level program (such as 
an alcohol treatment program) than that previously assigned? 

Yes 17 (94%) No _1_(6%) 

Based on your experience, do you believe VASAP education and rehabilitation 
has been effective in dealing with "second offenders"? 

Yes 12 (80%) No J (20%) 

Why or why no·t? 

I.u:. VASAI' has been as effective in deal1'Og with recidivists as w.1.th 
first offeDders- the recidivist is more wi 1 H 'Og to admit he bas 
a dril'lld.ng problem, a:ad there is more pressure on him. to cha'Dge 
his behavior. 

1!sU. Insufticient experience in dealil'lg \lith seco'Dd offeDders. One director 
felt a seco'Dd VASAI' referral is helptul onJ.7 in cases of misclassi
fication, where the otte'Dder can be reassigned to more 1nte'DSive treatment. 

Should a DUI offender be given the opportunity to participate in VASAP 
more than twice? 

Yes 1 (5%) No 19 (95%) 

What types of information are contained in the case manager's recommenda
tion and report to the court? What use does the court in your area make 
of this recommendation in disposing of the DUI case? 

The depth ot information in the case mamger' s recommendation varies 
with each locall ty. In some areas, the recommemation is lim:i ted to 
a t'eport on the offeDder's atteDda.Dce and compliance with other require
ments of the program. Other areas provide a more exte'DSi ve report, 
which ma:y i:aclude details on the ofteDder I s personal and social history 
aDd an evaluation of the llkeliliood that he will contime to driIlk and 
drive. Nearly' all directors i:cdicated that the court utilizes the recom
mecdation in its decision on fi:aal disposition of the case. 
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PART II Alternative Court Procedures I 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

Under present law, a person convicted of DUI ~ have his driver's 
license suspended for a certain period of time. Do you approve of 
this mandate for 

a) first offenders? 

b) second offenders? 

c) multiple offenders? 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

_1_1_-,( 527; ) 
21 (100%) --.:........:.....---! 

21 (100%) 
----'-

No 
No 
No o ( 07~) -......:.....---: 

Would you favor a law giving the trial judge discretion to determine 
whether or not a driver's license of a DUI offender should be suspended 

for 

a) first offenders? 

b) second offenders? 

c) multiple offenders? 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes _i±-J. 20}~) 

No 
No 15 (75j~) 

-...:::.....----" 

No 

Current law gives a judge the option to refer a DUI offender to VASAP 
(or another driver alcohol rehabilitation group) with or without a 
conviction. Would you support changing the law to require a conviction 
for DUI prior to referral to VASAP for 

a) first offenders? 

b) second offenders? 

c) multiple offenders? 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

8 

15 (79%) 
--=~--.:. 

16 (8410) 
-----'-

No --::.1 __ 2 ----:( 60%) 

No 4 (21:~) 
--~ 

No 3 ( 16%) -..::.--:. 

Suppose the law were amended to no longer require mandatory suspension 
of the driver's license upon a conviction for DUI. Would you then favor 
requiring a conviction prior to referral to VASAP for 

a) first offenders? 9 (45%) 
-~~ 

No 11 

b) second offenders? 14 (74~~) 
-----' 

No 
No 

11 
I \ 
1 I 
I! 

! 
I I 

! 

I, \ " I 

1 

Ii 
\ 

]' j 

Ii 
J 

1,,1 
." 1 

1 

II 
I 

1 

1:1 . ,I 
c) multiple offenders? 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 11 
to re"tain a full driving privilegl· •. · •. \ 
a conviction. Do you favor this-- :, 

14 (740) 
--~ 

Presently, the DUI offender is permitted 
if his case is referred to VASAP without 
practice for 1\ 

a) first offenders? 

b) second offenders? 

c) multiple offenders? 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

16 (76%) 
----' 

2 (10%) 
-----'-

_1:::.--....:.( 5?&) 

No 
No 
No 19 (95%) 

-..::.-----" 

Would you support a law giving some form of restricted license to DUI 
offenders who are referred to VASAP for 

a) first offenders? Yes li.J. (6T~) 
--~ 

No 

b) second offenders? 

c) multiple offenders? 

12 (60%) ----=-
8 

Yes No (40~~ ) 
--.--: 

No _1_2 __ ( 6 C;"~ ) Yes 

~-4 (If all nos, skip to #21) 

,~ i 

, i, \ 
I \ 

I .~ { 
, 1 

t 

I '\ 
.~ 
1 

I ;( 
!t 

Ilh! 
i ~j 

I 

1 

'. 
l\ 
~! 2 a . 

1 

.. 
i i. 
l 

II 

J~ 

I 
I 
I 
I 

21. 

22. 

24. 

Which of the following restrictions would you prefer to see on the 
driving privileges of DUI offenders who enter VASAP? (Check more 
than one if appropriate) 

15 a) permission to drive to and from work or school only 

___ 1_1 __ b) permission to drive to and from the rehabilitation 
program only 

o c) permission to drive during daylight hours only 

o d) permission to drive only on specified routes 

e) other (please specify) 

Which of the following models do you favor for implementing a 
restricted license program? 

(33%)_"",-5_ a) the Division of Motor Vehicles (DMV) issues a 
restricted license to all persGns referred to VASAP 

., 

(33%)_-..:..5 _ b) each court issues a restricted license to all persons 
it refers to VASAP 

(7%) __ 1=-

(26%)_...:..4_ 

c) the DMV has discretion in determining which persons 
referred to VASAP should receive a restricted license 

d) each court has discretion in determining which of the 
persons it refers to VASAP should receive a restricted 
license 

_______ e) other (please specify) 

Do you feel that permitting the DUI offender to retain a full driving 
privilege while in VASAP serves as an incentive for successful completion 
of the rehabilitation program? 

Yes 18 (86%) No 3 (14%) 

Do you feel that a restricted license would provide sufficient incentive 
for the driver to complete the program? 

Yes 15 ( 75%) No 5 ( 25%) 

Should all DUI offenders be given at least one opportunity to go through 
a VASAP program? 

Yes 20 {95%) No 1 (5%) 

Would you favor a law requiring mandatory referral to VASAP for all 
"first offenders" (defined as persons who have never been referred to 
VASAP)? 

Yes 15 (71%) No 6 ( 29%) 
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25. 

26. 

Do you think there should be guidelines for uniform judicial treatment 
of 

a) second offenders? 

b) multiple offenders? 

Yes 

Yes 

(? 65&) ----
( 86J~) ---.....; 12 

No 

No 

5 (24%) 
-~--

3 (14;1,) --'---
Should the trial court receive a report based on an investigation 
the offender!c background prior to referral to VASAP? 

Yes 13 (65%) No 7 ( 35%) 

into 

Feel free to make any additional comments. Thank you for your time 
and consideration. Your comments are confidential and will be used along 
with the responses of other officials in our report to the General Assembly. 
Return this questionnaire to 

Virginia Highway ~nd Tran~portation Research Council 
Box 3817 Universlty Statlon 
Charlottesville, Virginia 22903 

Attention: Safety Section 
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APPENDIX D 

RURAL-URBAN DIFFERENCES IN THE QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS 

The statewide VASAP program is modeled upon the experiences 
of the federally-funded ASAP in Northern Virginia, a heavily pop
ulated, urban area. It may be hypothesized that much of the 
dissatisfaction with present DUI laws occurs in rural localities, 
where the drinking-driving problem may be very different from 
that encountered in the state's large cities. From a political 
standpoint, it would be important to know whether the rural 
areas stand together in favoring a particular change to the present 
law. 

To begin to test this hypothesis, each respondent was coded 
either "rural" or "urban" as his questionnaire was received. The 
urban group was limited to those respondents working in the four 
major urban areas of the state - Northern Virginia, Tidewater, 
Richmond and Roanoke. (See Table D-l.) Such a breakdown was 
of course, arbitrary, and resulted in respondents from other 
sizeable cities being classified as "rural". Nevertheless, the 
researchers felt that this breakdown would be sufficient to 
suggest possible rural-urban differences. The questionnaire 
results then were examined to determine if the responses to a 
particular question revealed a definite rural-urban split. 

Major differences were discovered on the following issues: 

(a) Conviction for DUI 1st Offenders Prior to Referral to 
VASAP Fifty-six percent of the rural group expressed support 
for a change in the present law to require a DUI conviction for 
first offenders prior to referral to the VASAP; only 28% of urban 
respondents supported this change. Also, 68% of the rural group 
indicated support for requiring a DUI conviction if the law were 
also amended to no longer require mandatory suspension of the 
driver's license for persons so convicted; only 49% of the urban 
group supported this ~roposition. These figures suggest that DUI 
is perhaps considered a more serious offense in rural areas; 
that urban judges are somewhat more reluctant to deprive an offender 
of his driving privilege; and that a majority of rural officials 
would prefer to see the offender convicted for the offense which 
has actually been committed, with the VASAP then being used as a 
condition of probation. 

(b) Final Disposition for DUI Second Offenders - As noted 
above, very few respondents indicated that they would generally 
refer second offenders to the VASAP again, and among those who 
would refer second offenders in certain circumstances, the majority 
would refer a total of less than 25% of second offenders. 
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TABLE D-l ~ 
AREAS OF THE STATE CLASSIFIED AS URBAN , 

NORTHERN VIRGINIA AREA TIDEWATER AREA 
if! 
'I ~ . 

Chesapeake Alexandria ~ " r <l. 

Hampton Fairfax County 

Newport News Fairfax 
\i ,; 
L 

Norfolk Falls Church 

Portsmouth Arlington County '~ " 

Virginia Beach Manassas - Manassas Park q' 
t 

RTCHMOND AREA ROANOKE AREA 
r" .I. 
\:~ , 

~L 

Richmond Roanoke 

Petersburg Salem r 
<i. 

Hope~7ell Roanoke County U" 
11 
tL 

Colonial Heights 

Henrico County 
r,' 
'\ "1 
~ . 

H" r, 
~. 

li~ 

r ti. 

r 
r h, 
fL 

r 
D-2 

[ 

r 

I 
I 
I 
1 
1 
I ~ i 

I 
1 
1 
] 

I 
1 
I 
~ 

I 
I 
J , 

-, 

, , 

Significant rural/urban differences were discovered on the issue 
of final disposition of second offender cases. Sixty-seven percent 
of the rural group convict the defendant for DUI prior to referral 
to the VASAP and use rehabilitation as a condition of probation, 
versus 15% of the urban group, whereas 62% of the urban respondents 
said they would reduce charges for those second offenders 
completing the rehabilitation program, compared to only 33% of 
the rural group. 

(c) Information Received on Second Offenders and Persons 
Enrolled in Another VASAP - It would appear that lines of com
munication between VASAP and court personnel are better in urban 
than in rural areas. Ninety-seven percent of urban officials 
receive information on second offenders, compared to only 83% 
of rural respondents. 'Also, 78% of the urban group receive 
information on whether the offender is enrolled in another VASAP, 
while only 59% of the rural group generally receive this information. 
It is clear that efforts to improve communication should be directed 
toward the less heavily populated areas of the state. 

Rural/Urban differences of a lesser degree were discovered 
on the following issues: 

(a) Present Requirements Prior to Referral for First Offenders 
twenty-five percent of the rural re~pondents indicated that their 
courts presently require a DUI conviction prior to referral to the 
VASAP, compared to 14% of the urban group. On the other hand, 
6~% of the urban officials indicated that the court generally 
need only have sufficient evidence to reach a finding of guilt, 
compared to 54% of the rural group. 

(b) Investigation Prior to Referral to the VASAP - thirty
one percent of urban 'officials noted that a background investigation 
of the DUI offender is presently made, compared to only 13% 
of the rural group. This difference may result from greater 
court resources in urban areas of the state. 

(c) Percentage of First Offenders Referred to the VASAP -
Less than 2% of the rural respondents said that their courts refer 
less than 50% of first offenders to the VASAP, compared to 14% 
of the urban respondents. Since the question was directed only 
at persons working in a presently operating VASAP area, the latter 
figure suggests the existence of a small core of urban judges who, 
although working in VASAP jurisdictions, refuse to make use of 
rehabilitation for the majority of DUI offenders tried in their 
courts. 
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(d) Final Disposition for DUI First Offenders - Results 
reveal that DUI convictions and the VASAP "in lieu" of a conviction 
are used to the same extent in rural and urban areas. Urban 
courts seem somewhat more prone to reduce the charges and convict 
the first offender for reckless driving - 48% of the urban group 
said the court convicted for reckless driving in more than three
quarters of first offender ?ases, compar:d,to 38% of ~h~ rur~l 
group. The results concernlng the use or lmproper,drlvlng are, 
less consistent -- 15% of the rural respondents sald that courTS 
use this technique in more than half the first offender cases, 
compared to only 6% of the urban groups. However, 63%,of rural 
resDondents said their courts never reduce charges to lmproper 
dri~ing, compared to 50% of the urban group. 

(e) Licensing Action for First Offenders - A higher percentage 
of the urban group supported changing the law to allow jud~cial 
discretion to suspend the driver's license of persons convlcted 
of a first DUI offense (62% urban vs. 48% rural). More of the 
urban resDondents favored allowing the first offender to retain 
his full ~riving privilege while enrolled in the VASAP (61% 
urban vs. 54% rural). Correspondingly, a higher percentage of the 
rural group supported the present law which requires ma~datory 
suspension of the license upon a DUI conviction for a flrst 
offense (71% rural vs. 61% urban). These figures support the 
conclusion that u~ban judges are somewhat more reluctant to 
deprive a first offender of the opportunity to drive. 

(f) Retention of the License as Incentive to Complete the 
VASAP - sixty-nine percent of the urban group believ~ that allowing 
Lhe offender to keep his full license while enrolled In the VASAP 
acts as an incentive for him ~o successfully complete the rehabili
tation program, whereas only 58% of ~he rural group are persuaded 
by this argument. 
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APPENDIX E 

VASAP AND PROBLEMS OF EQUAL PROTECTION 

It seems doubtful that the present DUI laws conflict with 
the Fourteenth Amendment of the United States Constitution, 
which guarantees to all citizens equal protection of the laws. 
In recent years the U. S. Supreme Court has followed a straight
forward procedure in analyzing equal protection cases. If the 
court finds that either a "fundamental interest" or "suspect 
classification" is involved in a contested statute, the court 
will examine the statute with "strict scrutiny" and require that 
the state show a compelling interest and that the 'inequality is 
necessary to further the purpose of the statute. If neither a 
fundamental interest nor a suspect classification is involved, 
the court will make a more limited review of the statute, and 
uphold the law if it is rationally related to a legitimate state 
goal. It is clear that drinking drivers are not a suspect class 
(such as race or alienage), and that the right to equal 
opportunity for rehabilitation is not a constitutionally p~o~ected 
fundamental interest. Thus, the Court would apply only a Ilmlted 
standard of review, and §18.2-271.1 of the Virginia Code would be 
upheld if unequal opportunity for rehabilitation is rationally 
related to the purposes of the statute. 

The present DUI statute suggests three possible contexts 
in which a defendant denied the opportunity to enter the VASAP 
might make an equal protection claim. First, under pres7nt law, 
each locality is allowed to assess its own needs and declde for 
itself whether to make rehabilitation available. Thus, a DUI 
offender may be denied the opportunity to enroll in the VASAP 
if he lives in an area that does not have an operational program. 
It seems certain that this situation would not give rise to a 
valid equal protection claim, because the Supreme Court has in the 
past held that different needs of local communities justify different 
application of state programs. 

Second, because the present law grants the trial judge 
discretion to determine whether an offender is eligible for the 
VASAP, different sets of eligibility criteria are used among 
judges in different judicial districts. Thus, a particular DUI 
offender who was denied entry into the VASAP by the judge hearing 
his case may have been allowed to enroll in another area because 
that second judge uses different requirements for eligibility. 
However, this problem also probably fails to lead to a valid 
equal protection claim, again because the Supreme Court has held 
that uniformity of application of a state program in all areas of 
a state is not constitutionally required. 
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A third possible equal protection claim might be made by 
an indigent who is denied entry into the VASAP because of inability 
to pay the required fee. Of course, this situation would never 
arise if the indigency provision recommended in the body of this 
report is incorporated into ~18.2-271.1. It is possible that a 
court might apply a stricter standard of review in this instance 
by choosing to classify ~veal th as "suspect". However, a court 
would more likely require only that the VASAP statute bear some 
rational relationship to its goal of improved highway safety. 
Under this lesser standard of review, a court would undoubtedly 
reason that although the VASAP is no guarantee of improved highway 
safety, its chances of success are sufficient to invalidate an 
equal protection claim. 

It thus seems likely that the present DUI laws do not 
violate the equal protection clause of the Fourteenth Amendment. 
This conclusion is supported by the fact that in the responses 
to the questionnaire where officials were given the chance to 
comment generally on the DUI laws in Virginia, only one judge 
suggested that the present law might raise equal protection 
problems. The true concern should not be that §18.2-271.1 fails 
to meet equal protection requirements; rather, the Commission 
should ensure that the DUI laws provide equal justice for all 
state citizens. The Constitution may not require that each DUI 
offender be given the same opportunity to enter a rehabilitation 
program, but the Commission should demand equal opportunity 
up to the point where countervailing pressures dictate otherwise. 

Equal opportunity for all s·tate citizens could be ensured 
by a sysTem which requires the VA SAP to be adopted in all localities, 
and at the same time forces a judge to either refer all DUI 
offenders to the VASAP, or to apply an established set of criteria 
in determining whether a particular offender should be allowed 
entry into the program. This may, in fact, be an ideal model 
which will at some future point be adopted in Virginia. However, 
at the present time this system seems inappropriate. Local 
communities should not be forced to introduce a rehabilitation 
program; instead the VASAP should "sell" itself frlith its own 
effectiveness, which would lead to demand for the program within 
each locality. Further, the questionnaire results indicate that 
a large majority of court officials oppose mandatory referral of 
all first offenders to the VASAP. Because each DUI offense is 
unique, it would make sense to leave some discretion with the trial 
judge to deny access to the VASAP for certain offenders. Also, 
because of the varying circumstances surrounding each DUI case 
BAC level; fatality, injury or property damage; prior VASAP 
referral or convictions for DUI; p~rsonal background of the 
offender; etc. it may be impossible to establish a set of 
criteria which would guide judges in determining which offenders 
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are eligible for the VASAP. These countervailing considerations 
sugge~t.tha~ at present absolute equality of opportunity for 
rehabllltatlon may not be feasible. 

Ci~ations and a more detailed analysis of the equal 
protectlon problems can be found in the law review note "VASAP: 
A Re~abilitation Alternative to Traditional DUI Penalties". 35 
Washlngton and Lee Law Review, 573 (1978). 

E-3 



r 

" I 

: ' 
! 




