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Introduction 

, ~ rev;ew o.l..~ +n."e current research .proJ'ects This report presen~s _ ~ _ 

conducted by the Hassachusetts Department of Correction Research 

Division dur~ng 1~80. Included £n this report are abstracts 

WhiCh summarize spec~fic findings of eacli of the individuals 

studies cited. 

The report is divided into five sections which reflect the 

different areas of research conducted by the Unit during 1980. 

The first section consists of three evaluative reports done by 

tne Research Diyision during 1980. One report examines the area· 

board class:ificat~on system formerly used by the department~ 

a separate report examines and evaluates the Care About Now (ClI.N) 

program of the department. The last of these reports is an 

examination of an inmate juv~~ile counseling program at Walpole 

known as the Reach Out Program. 

Section two contains abstracts geared toward community 

reintegration in ~las'sachusetts for incarcerated individuals. 

One series of reports examines those individuals who were 

placed at facilities operated by M,assachusetts. Halfway Houses, 

Inc. Along those same lines, research was done that focused on 

women at the Charlotte House progra~ and also individuals who 

. -

." 
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had been placed at one of the drug contract houses. 

Section three contains abstracts that concern stUdies 

referred to as operational management studies. The first report 

details an attempt at developing a Salient Factor Scale for use 

by the Department. Also, in an attempt to update and improve 

our information system, two validation studies are described 

t:b~t look at the data and evaluates the accuracy of tr:e information. 

Section four focuses on reports that examined recent trends 

in the Department of Correction. These reports looked at both 

co~itments and movements in the department to determine if there' 

. .~. 'ne:"~ t~ends A_'so, one _~eport ex~~ined the are any s:~gn:L.I..:Lcan~ _·w _ • 

population of women who had been released from MCl-Framingham, 

the vrnlled institution for women in Massachusetts. 

The final section consists of seven annual statistical 

reports', y,rhich describe background characteristics of individuals 

committed to and released from Mas.sachusetts Correctional 

Insti.tutions 'and Houses of Correction. )\..lso, reports describing 

1 ~. em n~s ~n th~ sys+em ~Tnd particip_ation in the popu al.-lon mov e I.- ~ _ _ _ ~ _ 

furlough progr~ are included. 

Copies of the complete studies may be obtained by writing to: 

Research Unit 
Massachusetts Department of Correction 
100 Cambridge Street., 21st Floor 
Boston, Massachusetts 02202 
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Evaluative' Reports 

This department, .in a:) effort; to constantly update and 

perfect its methods and programs, p1,.lblishes every year several 

studies of an evaluative nature. This past year a total of 

three reports were publis.hed. One report is an assessment of 

.Zl..rea Board Classification which w'as the process ""Thich enabled 

inter-institutional transfer of i.nmates. The second report 

provides an evaluation of the Care F..bout NOv,1 (CA..1\f) program 

",mien addres:ses the needs of inmates being classified especially 

in regard to s'ubstance abuse. Finally there is a report which 

apprais.es ·the Reach Out Program ( a juvenile counseling program 

conducted by inmates at MCI-Walpole. 

•... ..""--~~ .... ---
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Evaluation of Area Board Classification at the Massachusetts 
Depart~ent of Correction Interim Report II: 

Correlates of Classification 
Reconunenda tions and' Decisions 

#189 

February, 1980 
Ellen Chayet 
Paul Jones 

This report is the second in a series ~~at evaluates Area 
Board classi'fication, \~1b.ich WC!.S the process that enabled inmate 
inter-institutional transfers. Building upon an overall frame­
work established in the first report, a process description, 
the paper develops profiles of cases in selected security level 
recommendation or decision categories, and discusses their putative 
underlying rationales.. 

Data collected tfor the 590 sample cases were extensive, 
cOIDorised of decisidn variables, factors specific to the Board 
bearing, and inmate 'characteristics 'incltLding institutional 
experience, criminal. history, personal background, and nature of 
tb~ current offense. Over 150 discrete variables were utilized 
in the aJ:?,alysis. 

Findings bighlighted the primary empbasis placed on ~ecu~ity 
risk and facility management when making placement determ~nat~ons. 
This WQS indicated both in rationales for recommenaations and 
decis'ions, as well as inmate characteristics . Individual program 
needs were addressed secondarily, usually as a condition 
accomp2.nvL"1o a placement decision. .. .. .,; .. 

Profiles of men Cat recommended by F.rea Boards for lower 
secur~"CYi (b) approved by Central Office for lower security; and 
e.c). approved at this level for higher security /rernain in current 
statu~~ did not deviate from what was expected. Lower security 
cases were apt to have adjusted more fully to incarceration, 
which includes displaying (in the Board's opinion) a better 
attitude and greater motivation, and to have more extensive 
community linkages. The converse of these characteristics described 
men approved for higber security settings, or for no transfer. 

Other findings, warranting additional investigation, were 
cited. l'-1en approved for low'er security tended to b~ further from 
parole eligibility. Unanimous security recommendat~o~s by Area 
Boaras were more likely to be approved by Central Off~ce as 
opposed to those including a minority dissent. ' Finally, Board 
assessment of motivation and attitude, both subjective indicators, 
weighed heavily in placement deliberations. 

~ , 
.~ 1.-- .~ .. _._.- ... .....,-,._.-._-- -.... , ________ . 
. ~I - . 

.~ ___ .. 't ... , ..... _ 
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The study concludes with a series of in'iplications for policy 
based on the finding that the dominant goal of classification is 
seC'urity management and protection of society. More research is 
planned to assess the overall effectiveness, in terms of success 
at subsequent placeme~ts, of the processes described in these 
reports. 
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An Evaluation of Compliance and Process Description 
Of the Care About Now (CAN) Program 

#200 

July, 1980 Paul Jones 

The treatment of substance abusers in adult correctional 
facilities has presented itself as an ever growing challenge 
to the administrators and on line staff of these facilities. 
Recognizing that the needs of the substance abuser differ from 
those of the general prison population, the Massachusetts 
Department of Correction, through available federal funding 
awarded a grant to the Care About Now (CAN) Program. 

The Care i~out Now Program is a substance abuse treatment 
model specifically tailored for offenders who are alcohol 
dependent. This program is unique in that it deals with all 
areas of need, such as vocational, legal issues, educational goals, 
etc., rath.er than addressing the issue of substance abuse alone. 

Data presented in this report was collected from Chl~IS 
private files and compared to similar data collected from 
!r1assachusetts DOC files on residents that were committed one 
year prior to CANIs emergence into the correctional system. 

Analysis of the data revealed a few noteworthy differences 
between the two groups. 

First the CAN people were more likely to need legal issues 
addressed prior to their first transfer to another facility. This 
action allowed for greater flexibility in es ..... ablishing 'the security 
level status of each resident. 

A second major difference noted was that CAN ",Tas . included to 
refer its clients to a staff psychologist rather than to some type 
of counseling session. 

Lastly, tabulations done on their three day training workshop 
revealed that the on-line staff who attended the seminar recommended 
it to their peers, and added that the workshop content provided 
tha~ with skills necessary for the prompt delivery of services to 
the alcoholic 6ffender. 

It is made evident through this report that C~~ succeeded in 
achieving its program goals during its first six months of 
operation. Similarly, the DOC has found a treatment model that 
addresses all issues of the substance abuser. 
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The report also states that CAN program should be expanded 
to include all institutions and not confine itself to the 
Reception Diagnostic Center. 
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Reach Out: A Review of Relevant Literature and a Statistical 
Description of Inmate Participants 

#205 

September, 1980 Josepb Landolfi 

Recent pUblicity generated by the documentary "Scared 
Straight". prompted inquiries from Massachusetts Correctional 
Administrators regarding Reach Out, a juvenile counseling program 
conducted bv inmates at the maximum security institution at MCI­
Walpole. The intent of this report was twofold. First, a review 
of previous and existing inmate sponsored juvenile counseling 
programs w'as conducted. )I.dditionally, a statistical profile of 
the Reach Out i~~ate participants comprised of prior cr~inal 
history, personal history background and furlough history data 
was conducted. Data presented in the inmate participant profile 
was compared to similar data available on residents of the 
Hassachusetts Correctional Institutions on January 1, 1979. 
)I~'1alys.is of the data revealed several noteworthy differences 
between the two populations. First, it was noted that in all 
instances the Reach Out inmate participants exhibited a dispro­
protionately greater number of individuals with prior incarcerations, 
paroles r and parole violations of any type. Lastly, analysis of 
the data're::lecting present offense, determined that the Reach Out 
inmate participants tended to be older at the time of their present 
incarceration and more likely than the comparison Massachusetts 
Correctional Institution popUlation to be incarcerated for 
offense against the person, specifically the crime of armed 
robbery. 
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Co~~unity Reintegration Reports 

The 1I1assacbusetts Department of Correction provides several 
st~d~es e~~h .year dealing w~tb the effectiveness-of community ,­
Rr:=:n\...egra\...~on Programs. Th~s year studies were published dealing 
w~\...h Massachusetts Halfway Bouse Progra~s, Drug 'Contract Bouse 
Programs, and Charlotte Bous'e Programs. Thes'e 'studies provide a 
client profile of each of these programs, a completion ~on-comDletion 
analyses, and a recidivism follow-up. Finally there is one stUdv 
presenting a review of tbe utilization of pre-release centers _ 
througbout state and federal corrections systems. 
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Client Profile - Hassachusetts Halfway Houses, Inc. 
1977 and 1978 Releases 

:IH87 

March, 1~.80 
Lawrence T. 'Williams 

Tb.is report examines residents released from facilities 
operated by Mass.achusetts Halfway Houses, Inc. (M..B:HI) during 
19.77 and 1978. 

There wer~ a total of 182 individuals released in'1977 and 
139 released in 19.·/8. In 1977, 25 indiv.iduals or 14% of the 
total release popl'..la tion escaped from M..B:RI facilities compared 
to 20 individuals or 14% in 1978. Tbe completion rate for the 
19.77 sample was. 75% compared to a rate of 71% in 1978. 

The report £urtber develops a profile of the typical MERl 
program participant during 1977 'and 1978. 
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A Profile of Characteristics Distinguishing Between 
Program Cornpleters and Program Non-Cornpleters at 

Massachusetts Halfway Houses, Inc; 
1977 And 1978 Releases 

~188 

March, 1980 
Lawrence ·T. Williams 

This report examines the c4aracteristics that dis~inguis~ 
between program cornpleters and program non-cornpleters ~or :es~­
dents released from Mas.sachusetts Halfway Houses, Inc. dur~ng 
1977 and 1978. 

For the total combined sample of 1977 and 1978 releases, 
there were fourteen variable.s that produced statistically 
signific~~t differences. Some of the more L~portant variables 
were: 

Vari.ab.les 

1). Number of Furloughs 

One or None 
Two or More 

2). Prior Juvenile Commi trnents 

None 
One or More 

Age at First ~xrest 

16 Years or Younger 
17 Years or Older 

Committing Institution 

v~alpole 

Concord or Framingham 

Comp.letion Rate 

53% 
81% 

80% 
54% 

62% 
83% 

84% 
67% 

5). Number of Successful Furlough Outcomes 

One 
Two or More 

-' ......... ~ ..•. ~ ...... ,---

56% 
81% 

r'··I--
I " 

'."J I 

-15-

:: ....... 
Variables 

. . ........... . . . . . . . . : .. Comp.letion Rate 

6) Number of Prior Court Appearances 

15 or Less 
16 or More 

7). Minimum Sentence 

Indeterminate 
Non-Indeterminate 

81 Age at Release 

22 Years or Younger 
23 Years or Older 

9.). Age at Pre-Release Placement 

20 Years or Younger 
21 Years or Older 

77% 
61% 

68% 
80% 

65% 
77% 

64% 
76% 

For the 1977 releasee population, there Were fifteen varia­
bles t..'1at produced statistically significant differences. For 
the 1978 rele~se~ population, there were seven variables that 
produced s·tat~st~cally significant differences .. 

., .. _--.. ------
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Client Profile - Drug Contract Houses 
1977 And 1978 Releases 

#191 

Lawrence T. Williams 

This report examines and provides a profile of those resi­
dents released from drug contract houses during 1977 and 1978. 

There were a total of 33 individuals released in 1977 and 
55 released in 19.78. In 19.77, 10 individuals or 30% of the total 
releasee population escaped from these houses compared to 19 
L!dividuals or·35% in 19.78. The completion rate for the 1977 
sample was 45% and for the 1978 sample, the completion rate was 
49.%. If those individuals who voluntarily returned to their 
sending institutions are included in the totals for computing 
the completion rates, there would be a completion rate of 44% 
for the 19.77 sample and 42% for the 1978 completion rate. 
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A Profile of Characteristics D' 4-' '" 

Program Completers and progra~s~lngUlSnlng Between 

May, 1980 

Drug Contract Houses, Non-Completers For 
1977 and 1978 Releases 

#192 

Lawrence T. Williams 

This report exa~ines the char 4- ~.~ • 

between progr~~ completers and ac~e_lstlcs that distinguish 
res,idents released f:rom th d progr~ non:-completers for 
and 19.78. - e rug con~ract nouses during 1977 

. Por the c~mbined sample for 1977 , . 
varlables that produced s .... _ .... ;..... 11 and _978, ~here were seven 
In of' -; .' . _. ~c.~_S ~lca y significant differences 

order ~h..e.ir sTgnl..!: l,Ca.TlCe·, the Variables y,7ere: '. '. . 

V ar i.ab.les . : ... 
C.omplet,ion Ra,t.e 

11 Age at Pirst Arrest 

16 Years or Younger 
17 Years or Older 

Number of Prior Juvenile Incarcerations 

None 
One or More 

3) Institution Received From 

Walpole 
Non-Walpole. Institution 

4), Number of Success~ul ~ 1 - ~ur ough Outcomes 

One 
Two or More 

5) Number of Prior Charges for Pro_perty 
Offenses 

6) 

Five or Fewer 
Six or More 

Number of F~rloughs 

One or None 
Two or l-~o.re 

--~- " ... _--- . 

33% 
66% 

57% 
29% 

22% 
54% 

17% 
70% 

63% 
38% 

41% 
70% 

-~-.. -. 
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Pre-Release Systems: in the: Uni.ted states 
~19.3 

Ruth Averill 

. The following study pres.ents a review of the utilization of 
pre-release centers throughout state and federal corrections 
systems. Of the 52 corrections systems surveyed, 39 have 
established pre-release centers. Tbes'e centers play an important 
role in gradual community reintegration . . 

A revi.ew of research on pre-release programs done by corrections 
systems of affil.iated universities was also conducted. Many 
systems had done descri.ptive or empirical studies that serve as 
a national assessment of pre-release programs. These studies 
generally support previous findings by the Massachusetts Department 
of Correction that graduated release programs are a significant 
factor in reducing recidivism. 
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An Analysis of Recidivism Among Residents 
Released From Drug Contract Houses: 

1977 And 1978 Releases 
#197 

Lawrence T. Williams 

This report examines the recidivism rates for individuals 
released from drug contract houses' during 1977 and 1978. 

ll..fter an analysis of the data, the follov,"ino conclusions 
can be reached: of the 21 individuals ~~o were r~leased to the 
streets from a ~rug contract house in 1977, one individual 
recidivated, giving a recidivism rate of 5%. Of those residents 
released during 1978, there were 13 releases and two were 
recidivists during the one year follow-up period gi\"::i.ng a 
recidivism rate of 15%. For the combined s~ole of releases from 
drug contract houses during 1977 and 1978, there were 34 individuals 
released and 3 were returned during the year follow-up giving 
a recidivism rate of 9%. 
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An Analysis of Recidivism Among Residents 
Released From the Massachusetts Halfway 

Houses, Inc. 1977 and 1978 Releases 
#198 

Lawrence T. hlilli2.!'1ls 

This report analyzes recidivism rates for individuals who 
·were released from facili ties operated by the Hassachusetts 
Halfway Houses, Inc. (MHHI) during 1977 and 1978. 

For the combined s~ole of 1977 and 1978 ~qHI releases, 36 
individuals out of 306 had been reincarcerated during the one-year 
follow-up period giving a rec£divism rate of 12%. For those 
individuals who had been released during 1977, twenty-one of the 
185 individuals had be.en reincarcerated, giving a recidivism rate 
of 11%. One-hundred twenty-one ,individuals were released during 
1978 and 15 of them had been reincarcerated during the one-year 
follow-up, giving a.recidivism rate of 12%. 

Massachusetts Halfway Houses, Inc. pre-release program partici­
pants hag. statistically significantly lower rates of recidivism 
for 1977 releases and for the combined sample of 1977 and 1978 
releases than their exoected rates. For the 1978 releases, the 
MBEI pre-release programs participants had a lower actual rate of 
recidivism than the expected rate but the difference was not 
statistic~~ly significant. 
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Client Profile - Charlotte House 1977 
And 1978 ~eleases 

;201 

August, 1980 
Lawrence T. williams 

This report is concerned with women released from Charlotte 
Bouse during 1977 and lS78. 

There were a total of 27 women released in 1977 and 18 women 
released in 1978. In 1977, 15 of the 27 wo~e~ successful1~ 
;om leted the progr~~ at Charlotte House, g~v~ng ~ complet~on ~ 

~p ~ 56~ In 1978 12 o~ the 18 women successIully completeQ ra ~e o.!.. o. , - ~ c 1 77 6 ~ ~ 
the proqram, giving a completion rate ~r.67~. In _9 , ~ ou: o.!..~ 
the 27 women in the program escaped, g~v~ng an e7c~~e ra~e or 220. 
For 1978, one woman escaped out of the 18 women ~n the program, 
givLng an escape rate of 6%. 
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A Profile of Characteristics Distinguishing 
Between Program Comp1eters and Program Non­

Completers at ~harlotte House: 1977 and 1978 Re1~ases 
#202 

August, 1980 Lawrence T. Ni11iams 

This report examines the characteristics that distinguish 
between program completers and program non-cornpleters for women 
released from Charlotte House dur:Lng 1977 and 1978. 

For the sample of combined 1977 and 1978 releases, there 
were twelve variables that produced statistically significant 
differences. In order of their significance, the variables 
were: 

Variables 

l} Time on Job of Longest Duration 

21 

Les's than 1 Year 
1 Year or Longer 

Age at Charlotte House Placement and 
Age At Release 

25 Years or Younger 
26 Years or Older 

3L Age at First Arrest 

17 Years or Younger 
18 Years or Older 

.comp.le.tion Rate 

38% 
88% 

35% 
80% 

18% 
71% 

4t Number of Prior state or Federal Incarcera·tions 

None 71% 
One or More 13% 

5 ). Time at Most Skilled Position 

Less Than One Year 41% 
One Year or More 88% 
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Variables COIDP.letion Rate 
' -

6) NQ~ber of Cbarges for Property Offenses 

7 ), 

8) 

One or None 
'I1ro or More 

Number of Court Appearances' 

Three or Fewer 
Four or More 

Time Spent at Charlotte Bouse 

7 Months or Less 
8 Months or More 

Age at Incarceration 

21 Years or Younger 
22 Years or Older 

10} Marital Status 

11). 

12t 

Single 
Other 

Number of Charges for Escape Offenses 

None 
One or More 

Number of Any Prior I,ncarcerations 

None 
One or More 

0" 

79% 
38% 

81% 
42% 

50% 
100% 

22% 
69% 

44% 
82% 

69% 
22% 

71% 
31% 
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An Analyses of Recidivism Among Women Released From 
Charlotte House 1977 and 1978 Releases 

#203 

August, 1980 
Lawrence T. Williams 

This. report examines 'the recidivism rates for women released 
from Charlotte Hous'e'during 1977 and 1978. 

, A~ter~! analysis of the ,data, the following conclusions can 
be reached: of the 15 women released from Charlotte House during 
lS77, one wom~D recidivated giving a recidivism rate of 7%. Of 
those women released during 1978, there were 12 women released 
and one recidivated during the one year follow-up period giving 
a recidivism rate of 8%. For the combined sample of 1977 ~Dd 1978 
Charlotte House releases, there were 27 women who were released 
and 2 were returned during the one year follow-up, giving a 
recidivism rate of 7%. 
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Comparison of Program Participants 
Massachusetts Halfway Houses, Inc. 

1979 Releases 
#211 

Lawrence T. Williams 
John Harrington 

This report examines those residents released from facilities 
operated by Massachusetts B.alfway Houses, Inc. during the year 
1979.. A comparison of cli.ents in each particular halfway bouse 
p~ocrra~ was carried out to determine w~at characteristics or 
~~riables existed, that dis'tinguish.ed individuals in tbe different 
programs. 

The ana.lvsis resulted in the finding that the 699 House 
program and the Temporary Housing Project facility differed signifi­
cantly from the other three programs operated by Massachusetts 
Ha.lfwav Houses· Inc. Those individuals wh.o were serviced by 
Massachusetts Balfw-ay Houses whO consti.tuted the most serious risks 
tended to concentrate L'rJ the 69.9. House program. The. Temporary 
Housi.ng Proj ect tended to service youthful offenders ,\,7ho begru: 
their cr~'1linal ldelinquent).involvement at a younger age ~han those 
of the other prograillS but ~rb.o had not established extens~ve 
records as adults. The. Brooke House population were individuals' 
who were les.s serious offenders and better risks than those 
residents of the other ~ programs. 

. ----..-- ... --.~ 
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A Profile of Characteristi.cs Tha't Distinguish Successful 
Completers & U,nsucces.sful Completers for Individuals 

Released From Massachusetts I-falfW?.y Houses, Inc. 

December, 1980 

During 1979 
#212 

Lawrence T. Williams 
John Harrington 

This report examines the population of residents released 
from Massachusetts Ealf~:-ay Rouses, Inc. during 1979 to determine 
those characteristics that were significant in distinguishing 
successful completers from unsuccessful completers. 

For those residents released during 1979, there were twenty­
two variahles that distinguished the completers from the non­
completers. The variables are listed below, in order of 
thei,r signi.ficance. 

V.ar .iab.le.s. , , 

1), Number of Fur loughs 

One or More 
Two or More 

C.ompl,etion Rate 

33% 
83% 

21. Number of Successful Furlough Outcomes 

5 or Fewer 
6 or More 

3 Known Drug Use 

4 ), 

5 ), 

None 
Some 

Numb~r of Charges ,for Person Offenses 

5 or Fewer 
6 or More 

Time at Job of Longest Duration 

One Month or Less 
Two Months or More 

61% 
90% 

86% 
59% 

78% 
50% 

27% , , 

68% 
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, .. " .................. . ........ . 

======================='="='="="========== 
Variables .Completion Rate 

6) Number of Charges For Property Offenses 

5 or Fewer 
6 or More 

Number of Minor DisciplLT1ary Reports 

None 
One or More 

8} Total Number of Disciplinary Reports 

3 or Fewer 
4 or More 

~L Time Served Before Pre-Release Placement 

18 Months or Les,s 
l~ Months or More 

10), Number of Prior Juvenile Incarcerations 

Two or Less 
Three or More 

111 Prior Address - SMSA 

Boston 
Otner'Locations 

121 Age at Incarceration 

22 Years or Younger 
23 Years or Older 

13), Age at Halfway Rouse Placement 

21 Years or Younger 
22 Years or Older 

14). Age at First; Arres.t 

-,! 

14 Years or Younger 
15 Years or Older 

. . , 

83% 
59% 

79% 
55% 

77% 
55% 

61% 
81% 

73% 
40% 

75% 
53%' 

59% 
78% 

51% 
75% 

56% 
76% 

'7 
I 

" 

-29-

. . . . . . . : . . . : . : : : ': : . : : : : : . : ~ :' . .' . . . . . . . . . . ............. . 

Variables 

15) TL~e at Most Skilled Position 

6 Months or Less 
7 Months or More 

16). Number of Prior County Incarcerations 

None 
One or More 

17), Total Number of Court Appearances 

,5 or Fewer 
6 or More 

181 Age at, Release 

24 Years or Younger 
25 Years or Older ' 

19.), Marital Status 

Married 
Other 

20t Age at First Drug Arrest 

17 Years or Younger 
18 Years or Older 

Comp,l,etion Ra teo . 

59'% 
79% 

78% 
60% 

85% 
65% 

61% 
77% 

88% 
66% 

50%, 
76% 
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Operational Nanagement Studies 

This section contains abstracts for operational manaoement 
studies pu~lished d':lring 19.79.. One report details an att~mpt 
at de.velop~ng a Sal~ent Factor Scale for use by the department. 
Also, there are two validation studies - one deals with the 
accuracy of the Correction and Parole Management Information 
System (CAPMISI and another deals' with the feasibility of 
adding new variables to the present data base. 
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Salient Factor Scores: An Aid to Administrative Prediction 
i186 

February, 1980 Daniel LeClair 
. Charles Metzler 
Joseph Landolfi 

In our study we have attempted to test the feasibility of 
constructing sets of Salient Factor Sc'ores operationally useful 
for the classification decision-making process. Two distinct 
outcome situations ~~re involved: (ll Recidivism risk potential 
and, (2)' Pre-release program non-completion risk potential. 

We were interested in developing instruments that would be 
predictive of these two outcome situations and that could be 
utilized at different junctures of the incarceration process. 
Three critical junctures were specified: (1) the reception/ 
diagnostic stage, (2). the intermediate period of incarceration, 
and (.3). the releasing stage. 

Using a methodology and format closely mirroring the 
methodology and format utilized ~y researchers at the United 
States Board of Parole in their work on Salient Factor Scores, 
sets of scores were developed on the Massachusetts Department of 
Correction's inmate population. The resultant scores were then 
run through the validation process. It was found that evidence 
of validation was quite weak. We concluded that operational 
usage should proceed with extreme caution. Use of the scores when 
approaching the high and low risk extremes appear to be the most 
justifiable.. In fact, the frequency distributions occurring in 
the original data sets suggest that a disproportionate number of 
individual cases do fall in :the median category. For this reason 
it is the opinion of the researchers that evidence does not 
support operational use of the constructed scores except for 
experimental and exploratory purposes. 

In reviewing the construction processes and the resultant 
validation procedures for the Salient Factor S80res, several 
suggestions for further research tasks became evident. First, 
it is felt that an attempt at incorpora~ing more data elements, 
especially those traditionally deemed useful in clinical decision 
making may increase the predictive power of the resultant instru­
ment. Secondly. It is felt that a reduction in unknown data 
elements, inconsistent data elements, and inaccurate data elements 
may also contribute to a stronger instrument. 

T""'"--~ ......... -.~--.~' .. ----......---
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Validation Study Phase 'r - Final Report. 
~195 

Linda liolt 

This report presents the results of the first phase of a 
validation study. In this report information in the offender 
bas.eO. Correction and Parole Manage.rnent Infonnation System (CAPMIS) 
was .compared to official documents in offender folders for 16 
different variables representing personal cnaracteris·tic:=s and 
prior criminal history. Discrepancies were found to ~~st 
between the data base and folder information. The var~ables 
studied ranged from perfect agreement to forty percent discrepancy 
between the .two data s:ourceS:. 
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Validation Study Final Report: Phase III 
#208 

October, 1980 
Linda Holt 
11a:r:y Beth Cronin 

This is the third and final report in the validation study 
conducted by the Massachus:etts' Department of Correction. The 
PUrJ?0~e of. thi.s study was to test the feasibility of adding new 
v'ar~ables 1:0 the present data base using currently available 
official doclli~ents contained in inmate folders. In this report 
60 new variables were gathe.red from other states. TY,rentv of 
these variables were' further studied to test the feasibilitv of 
adding them to the present data base. For many of these va~iables 
data is. readi.ly available in inmate folders and new v'ariables 
of interest to practitioners and researchers could be added to 
the data base with releative ease. 

'-- .. ~.'~---., -.... - .. _--_. 
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Trend Analyses Reports 

During 19.8 Q several studies have Deen published by this 
deoartment w~ch'have tried to discern various trends tnat have 
developen over the years, One study concerns trends in commit­
ments over' the past ten years', wh.ile another analyzed movement 
trends £ram 1~75 to 1~7~. Finally, one study deals with those 
women released fram Framingham duxing 1979 and looks for 
similarities of character'istics' between 1£79 releases and 
characteristics that were ass.ociated with 'success in pre-release 
placement .. 
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July, 1~80 

Population 11.oyernents: 'in the ~as:sacIrusetts 
Dep'artment of Correcti.ons: 19.75 to 1979 

;19.9. 

Linda liolt 

Thi.s report is a description of admissions, releases and 
tr~~S£ers w2thi.n the L~stitutions of the Massachusetts Depart- . 
ment of Correction durina the time period 1975 to 1979. The 
information in this reoo~t 'is broke'n down into a number of-" 
specific categories in~luding: tl~e of admission, type of­
release, institutional transfers, admissions and returns fram 
hospi.tals, moves to houses of correction, moves to other states, 
and court of cammitment. Each table presents data for a five 
year period for the department as a whole. 

Thi.s study found the n~~er of mova~ents growing during this 
period. This w~s accounted for partially by a growth in population 
but not from an increase in commitments. Inter-institutional 
tranS£ers wi thin the department accounted for a large part of 
this growth in population movements. Movements to Hous'es of 
Correction decreased during this period and escapes decreased 
during this period w'"hile movements to other states increased. 
Other changes in the distribution of movements reflect policy 
changes. 

.-.---....,..,..-...... -... ~--- ... .----.. -" ••• ~1. •. ~. __ -
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'., 'in Court Connni troents An Analysis ,of Recen't Trenas of Correction ' 
To The Massachusetts Department 

*207 

September, 1980 Linda Bolt 

~ and rising orison po?ulations 
Recent interest in overcro~~ngat tr~~ds' in-court commitments, 

has fos'tered an i.nterest in 100 ~:~ there has been no signifi-
i r""" ';le there is large annual var~a ""':~l1:', ~ +-en vears, Certain 

................ . tIn .l..s 'over 'WJ.e pa;::.......... ... 
cant increase in:~ ~~ ..... "e r population have changed, however. 
character~s ..... ~c .!....... -- ex' o-'=-'=enders an es ' .1..' S 0- -he o· ·ena - - d 1 s drug 
There are proportionately Eore : .I...!..lengtb has increased for 

- - t vea"'-s Sen ..... ence hi-f' d offenders in recen ... -;tment~ Level of education s _'C.e 
Walpole and Concord co~_ Age'a.l.. incarceration and prior upw~rds during the deca~:, .I.. ha ..... 

- ,_. . ry d~Q no..... c nge, incarcerat~0l1: n~s'C.o 
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~'lomen Released Directl V From }OlCT-Framingha:rn: 19.79 Releases 
~209. -

October, 19.80 
Lawrence T, i-villiams 

This report examines those women who were released di.rectly 
from MCI-Framingharn, the insti.tution for women offenders in 
Massachusetts duri.ng 19.79. There were several important findings. They are as follows: 

11 The majority of women released directly from Framingham 
in 1~79. had not participated in graduated release programs 
(92%[ or the furlough prqgrarn (86%I during their current 
incarceration. 

The maj ority of WOmen (.9.2 % t released directly from 
Fra..'1lingham in 19.79. had not escaped during their current 
i.ncarceration, 

The maj ori ty . of women (64% Y. released directly from Frami.ngham 
in 1~79. served more than one Eonth prior to their release, 
The women released directly from Framingham had characteris­
tics that were as'sociated v..-itb SUccess in pre-release placement. 
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Annual Statistical Reports 

The annual statistical reports' 'consti tute a series of studies 
published annually by the Massachusetts Department of Correction 
Research Unit. These studies contain statistics concerning 
individuals who were committed to a state or county institution 
during 1979. and a point in time profile of residents of the 
Hassachusetts Department of Correction on Janua:ry 1, 1980. Also 
included in these studies is the yearly furlough report and 
population movements for 1979.. Finally, there is a recidivism 
follm .. ,-up study dealing v.'d.th individuals who were released from 
Massachusetts Correctional Institutions during 1978. The data 
was. all prepared by the Data Entry and Quality Control Unit and 
processed on the Massachusetts State College Computer Network 
(MSCCNJ. . 
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A Statistical Description of Commitments to Massachusetts 
Houses of Correction During 19.79 

#185 

March, 1980 Charles Metzler 

This report deals with court commitments to the Massachusetts 
Rouses. of Correction (county institutionsl during 1979. Also 
included is information concerning the operating expenditures for 
the facilities. 

During 197~, there were 4,612 individuals sentenced to the 
county facilities. This repres:ents an increase of 9% over the 
nlliwer of c'Ommitments during 1978. 

Insti tutions . . Over ha'lf (51%), of the commitments were sentenced 
to three institutions Bi.11erica C20%}., Worcester Cl8%)., and Deer 
Island (13%'1. 

Present Offense. The majority of indivi.duals were committed 
for non-per~on offenses (47% for offenses against property, 7% 
for drug offenses, and 28% for other offenses),. The single offense 
for wtich individuals were most frequently sentenced w-as burglary 
(17 %).. 

Sentence. Sentences to county facilities may not exceed 2~ 
years. Nearly half (49%1 were committed for sentences of three 
months or less which includes commitments in lieu of fines. 

, Ag:e'a·t: 'Co:rnnlitme:nt. The median age for commitments to houses 
of correction is 23 years old. 

'Sex. The vast majority of commitments were male (98%) . 
. 

!-~ari'taT 'S't'a't'us e' Most indi\riduals were single (.7'0%) I ",'hereas 
only 19.% were married at the time of their incarceration. 

, Las't' 'Gr'ade' 'CompTe't-ed e The median last grade completed was 
'eleventh grade. About one third of the cornmit,ments (35%) 
graduated from bigh school. 

___ ". ,<. ___ --, ,..~l. . ..,.~.,-~. __ 
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A Statistical Description of Residents of the 
Massachusetts Institutions on January 1, 1980 

ii190 

LawrenceT. Williams 

T0~S report is a statistical description of characteristics 
of the res~dents in each correctional facility as of January 1, 
19S0. This point-in-time profile contains information on present 
offense variables, personal background characteristics, criminal 
history, and furlough participation. 

~~ of Jfuluary 1, 1~80, there were 2,754 individuals incar­
cerated in the state correctional system. 

Natl.:re of'Presen't 'Offehse 

Institution of Residence. Two institutions house half of 
the ~uate population. Approximately one-quarter of the population 
(.23%). is housed in Walpole I the primary maximum security facility 
and over one-quarter l27%)_ is housed at Norfolk, a medium security 
institution. The pre-release population decreased from 12% on 
January 1, 1~7~ to 11% on January 1, 19SO. 

Sentencing Courts. Balf of the residents in institutions as 
,of January 1, 1980 were sentenced in two of the Superior Courts -
Suff olk L3 5 %), and M.iddlesex (1S % 1. . 

Co~uitment Institution. The majority of residents (76%) were 
co~~itted to Walpole. 

Sentence. Over half of the residents (.53%) are serving a 
minimum sentence of seven years or more while the rest are serving 
minimum s~entences of less than seven years of indeterminate 
sentences. Sixteen percent are lifers and one individuals is 
serv~g a death sentence. 

Offen'se. The majority of residents (69%) are serving 
sentences £or offenses versus the person. The most frequent 
offense of the current population w-as, armed robbery (.28%). 

Age at Incarceration. The median age at incarceration was 
24 years,. 

Personal Background Characteristics 

Sex. The majority of the popUlation (96%) is male. 

Ra'ce. Thirty-six percent of the residents are black i 3% 
ar~ hispanic, 62% are white, and th~re is one Native American and 
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one Asian resident in the system. 

Marital Status. 
Over half of the population (59%) is single. 

. . Military Discharge. 
m~l~tary. . The majority (73%) did not serve in ~~e 

Prior Address. The maJ'ority ~ 
greater Boston SMSA. o~ residents (56%) came from the 

OCcupation Mos·t o~ ~h . 
~. ,- - :. ~ I.. e res~dents '76£.) h sen ~ce Jobs L 0 eld m"'!nua_' or - ~ pr~or to the;~ inc'-~ce~a~~ = --. ~- - I..~on. 

Education. The 
26% were high school 
equivalencv dip 1om-. ~ _ _ a, 

Crimin2.1 Eistorv ... 

Prior .~rests. 
years. Nearly, half 
court appearances. 

me~ian~edu~ational level was tenth grade­
gradual..es or had ~ece;veQ~ ~h . ' ., , - ... I.. e~r graduate 
ana _7% were college graduates. 

The median age a~~' ~ 
l~8~1. .~ 'h- . I.. ~~rs~ arrest was sixteen 

- 0 o~ ~ e res~dents had 12 or more prior 

A majority of the residents bad prior _ ~ ~ 
Versus person 191%) and ¥o~ pr ~ __ ~rresl..s ~or offenses 
of residents had p"':'; - - o~er ~y o,n:enses (87%).. .Zl. minori tv 
offenses (45%). fO~-d~n~~:sts ~~:;; sex offen~es' (.21%), for drug .. 
offenses (6%1. .- ess o~~ens~s (23%1 and for escape 

'P • 
, - r~or Incarcerations. T. hirty p 'h 

as Juveni1es. ~4£. bad "~ercen~ ad been incarcerated 
and 32£. ~d ' :_0 - pr~or ~ncarcerations at a house of correction,. 
• • 0 pr~or ~ncarcerations in state or ~ d 
~nst~tutions. - - ~e er2.1 correctional 

Over2.11, 66% had served~' -
facilitv,2.nd S8 e h" - ~l.Ine ~n some type of correctional 

.. ~ ao served tl.Ine as an adult. 

Furlough Variables. Mos~ 
'r - - ~ 
-ec~ve rurloughsi only' 4% h ~ 
and 0 1 - - ao n Y Ior ~ndividuals (.1%1 

inmates 
a "Late 
escaped 

(72%1 continue not to 
Un~errr furlough outcome 
wh~le on"a furlough . 

-~--. "<'~--.-
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population Movements in the Massachusetts 
Depart~ent of Correction During 1979 

#194 

May / 1980 Linda Holt 

This report is a description of admissions, releases and 
transfers within the institutions of the Massachusetts Department 
or Correction during the year 1979. The information in th~s report 
i: broken down into a number of specific categories includ~ng: 
~yp-e o~ admission type of release, institutional transfers, \".. J.. 1_ - -/ - _ .r: 

r~turns from hospitals, releases to hospitals, trans~~rB oJ.. , '~' 
bouses of correction iru-nate.s to Department of Correct:.~o~ f~c~l~\""~es, 
trans.fers to houses of correction, return~ of Depar~ent:.,o:::. 
Correction L~ates from houses of correct~on, t~~~:Iers.r:t:.o nou~es 
of correction on a from and after sentence, ailiu;ss~on:~.Lrom out:. 
of state, releases to out of state, and court OI corn.Tfl~crnent. 
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F_ Statistical Description of Court Comrni tme..T"Jts to Massachusetts 
Correctional Inst£tutions During 1979 

"# 19.6 

July / 19.80 La~~ence T. Williruus 

This report is a stati.stical description of characteristics 
of·court commitments to the Massachusetts Department of Correction 
durino 1979. The tables in this report contain information on 
the n~ture of present offense, personal background characteristics, 
and criminal history of admiss'ions from the courts to }~CI-Walpole, 
HCI-Concord and 1I1CI-Framingham. 

During 1979., there were 1,134 persons sentenced to the state 
correctional system. 

N a.ture· of Presen·t· Offens'e 

Commitment Institution. Forty-eigbt percent of the commitments 
were sentenced to Walpole; thirty-·six percent were sentenced to 
Concord; and sixteen percent were sentenced to Framingha~, eighty­
four percent of those sentenced were male and six'l:een percent were 
female .. 

Sentencing Courts. Sixty percent of the commitments were 
sentenced in four of the Superior Courts L~ Massachusetts -
Suffolk (23 %)., Hiddlese.x (16 %), \t\70rcester 0.0%)., and Hampden (10 %) 
Seventy-two percent of the Framingham commitments were sentenced 
in Municipal or District Courts. 

Offense. The majority of the commitments (55%) were for 
offenses versus tbe person. The single offense for which individuals 
were most frequently sentenced was armed robbery (26%). 

~~ge a.t Inca·rceration. The median age was 23 years old at 
incarceration for the total commir~ents. For Walpole commitments, 
the median agew~s 27 years; 21 years for Concord-commitments; and 
24 years for Framingham commitments. 

Personal Background Cha.:cacteri·stics 

Race. Twenty-eight percent were black; six percent were 
hispanic; sixty-six percent were white and there was one Native 
American . 

. !:'lari tal Status. The maj ori ty of ne~7 cornmi tmen~s (65%) were 
single; nineteen percent were married; nine percent were divorced, 
five percent were separated, ~~d one percept were widowed. 

-~~--. ., -..-,--~--
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Military Discharge. The majority (81%) did not serve in the 
militarYi eleven percent received an honorable discharge from 
military service. 

Prior Address. Half (50%) of the new co~~itrnents came from 
the greater Boston SMSA. 

occupation. Most of the com.rnitments (76%1 held manual or 
service jobs and more than half 04%1 of them had never held any 
job for a year or mo~e. 

Educa tion. The median educational level was' tenth grade i 
L~rty percent had graduated from high school or had received 
their high school egui valency diplomai one percent v·rere college 
graduates:. 

"Criminal- Ris't{)ry 

. Pr·i·or'l';r're·s'ts. The medi.an age at first arrest was 17 years. 
Eighty-s.eve..TJ. percent had been arrested at least once prior to 
their pres~~t offense. ~~nty-nine percent of the co~~itments had 
more ·than fifteen prior court appearances. 

A maj ori.ty of co:mmi trne..TJ.ts had prior arrests for offenses 
vers.us person (84%). and for property offenses (79%).. A minority 
of commitments had prior arrests for sex offenses (29%) for drug 
offe...Tlses (27%). for drunkenness offenses (22%). f and for escape 
offe.nses c..22% L 

Prior Incarcerations. Twenty-four percent had been incar­
cerated as juvenilesi thirty-six percent had prior house of 
correction incarcerationsi and twenty-two percent had prior 
incarcerations in state or federal correctional institutions. 

OVerall, fifty-·four percent had served time 'in some type of 
correctional facility and forty-s.ix percent had served' 'some time 
as an adult. 

Comparisons to 197'8 Cornmi tments. 

There w~s an increase in commitments for prostitution in 
19)9. as compared with 1978 U9% vs. 14% respect.ively). The 
commitments of women for the offense of disturbing the peace 
increased (6% vs. 1%). as did the commitments for being a common 
nightwalker l7 % vs. 0%) .• 

For 19.79., there was an increase in i'7alpoie commitments 
(48% vs. 43%)" an increase in Framinghc3J.~ conunitments (16% vs. 12%) 
and a decrease in Concord commitments (36% vs. 45%)., 

'---,-- ", --_ .. - ,"---' ·'--~bi,..~ .. ' ... ~~'· .. - .. ··~" .... ----" .. 

i 

i 
1ft 
1 
I 

I~ 
l~; 

I 
I 
I 
Lib 

10 . I 
1 

'0 
. I 

-45-

The numher of i.ndividualscornmi:.tted during 1979 who we.re 
eit.1ier high school graduates or "V-mo had received t.heir high 
school equivalency diploma dec'reased from the 1978 totals (30% 
vs. 34%).. Also there Y,7ere fe'\.;rer individuals committed in 1979 
who had served a previous adult incarceration than in 1978 
(46% vs. 50%) .. 
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A Stati.sti.cal Description of Releases From the 'Massachusetts 
Correctional Ins.titutions During 19.79. 

#204 ' 

August, 19.80 Lawrence T. Williams 

This report consists of a statistical description of the 
~haracteristics' of releases to the street from the l1assachusetts 
DeDartment of Correction during 19.79.. The tables contain informa­
tion on the nature of the present offense, personal ~ackg7?u~d , 
characteristics crLuinal history variables, furlougn par~~c~pat~on 
variables, and ~elease variables for all individuals released to 
the streets from }lassadillsetts~ correctiqnal insti tu~ions . The 
relea~e popula£ion is divided according to institution of release. 

Durina 19.79. there were 1,124 individuals released to the 
street fro~ Mass~chusetts Correctional Institutions. This is 
approximately the same as the number of releases during 1978. 

Na'ture o'f' Present Of'fense 

Sentenc i na Courts. Over half of t..b.e releases "lere originally 
sentenced in three of the Superior Courts - Suffolk (30%1, 
Hiddlesex (14%}., and It\1orcester (9.%l. 

'Jail Cred'i'ts. More than half (51% 1 of the releases spent 10 
days of less 'in jail whi.le awaiting trial. 

Commitment' Institu'tion. Most of the releases (46% 1 were 
sentenced to MCI-Concord. 

Sentence. The maj ori ty of the releases (61%), served an 
indeterminate minimum sentence. More than half (52%) of the releases 
served a maximum sentence of seven years or less. Se~enteen 
individuals (2%}' were serving a life sentence. 

Most'Serious Ofjense. The majority of releases (57%) were 
senTing sentences for offenses vs. person. The, offense for which 
individuals were most frequently sentenced was ,armed robbery 
l32 %), . 

Age a~ Incarceration. The median age at ~ncarceration was 
23 years old. 

Personal Background Characteristics 

Sex. The majority of releases (85%1 were male~ 

Race. Thirty percent of the releases were black; 4% were 
hispanic, and 66% were white, there was one Native American 
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released ~uring 19.79., 

, M, a'ri:t'a'l' St'a'rus. The """aJ' or';ty '(6,d 0 )' .t= 1 
~I ~ _~. o~ re eases were single. 

, Uilit'ar'" D'i's'cn.arbe,. The maj ority C7 6 %), did not serve in 
tlie 1Ili,litary~. =' ' 

- 'Prior' Address" The majority (58%t came from the greater 
Boston S~SA. 

'OcCU1=>'a'ti.:on.' The :majori.ty L73%t held manual' or service jobs 
pri,or to thei.r incarceration, 

,'Educati.on. The median educational level was tenth grade' 
26% w-ere ei.ther hlgn. scnool graduates or indivicruals \IDO had I 

received. tli.e.ix general equivalency diploma. 

''Pr~ib'r- A'r'r€.'s'ts,. The, ::median aae at fi.rst arrest w"'2.S 16 years. 
~ost of the releases (9..1% 1.. had De~n arrested at leas't once Drior 
to their present offense. A ::majority (57%[ had nine or more 
prior court appearances. A maj ori ty of the releas'es had Drior 
arr~ts' for _ off::ses vs. J?erson (82%), and for property offenses 
l83%).. ~A :rn~norJ.L-y ,had pr~or arrests for sex offenses (13%) I for 
drug ofrenses (41% L ,for drunkenness offenses (30%) and for 
escape offenses Cll% L 

Pri.br' 'Ih'c'a'rcera'tions. Thirty-nine percent of the releases 
Iu:!d pri,or incarcerations at a house of correction and 25% had 
pri,or incarcerations in state Dr federal correctional institution's. 
OVerall 58% Iu:!d served time in some type of correctional facilitv 
and 50% had se'rved some time as an adult. ... 

Prior Paroles. Fifteen percent had been paroled from a 
~uvenile f~cil~ty and 7% ~ad juvenile parole violations. Twenty­
L-~~ percenL- haC,Deen prev~ously paroled as an adult and 14% had 
previous adult parole violations. O\7erall, thirty percent had 
been paroled at least once prior to their current release and 19% 
had previous parole violations. 

Furlouqh Variables. A majority of m.e re,leases (.58%) had 
never experienced a furlough. Ten percent had' a ~'Late Under" 
furlough outcome ~eturned within 2-hours after the designated 
time of :et:-r~).. Nineteen individuals (2%), escaped on' furlough, 
and one ~nch v~dual weS arrested \vhile on a f~rlough. 

Release Variables 

Ins'ti'tutibh' b'f Release. Thirty-three percent ~'ere released 
from pre-release institutions. 
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Type of 'Release." The majori.tyCB4%L tve.re released on 
parole and 10% received a good conduct discfiarge. Only 75 
individuals l7%} served their maximum sentence. 

Time Served. About one-third (32%). of the releases had 
complex sentences \~hich include parole violations, transfers 
from other state or federal insti.tutions, house of correction 
transfers and individuals with forthwith or from and after 
sentences. Forty percent s.erved. under two years'and 7% served 
five years or longer. 

:Age at Re'lease. The median age at release waS 26 years old. 
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19.79. Statisti.cal Report of the Furlo~gh Program 
*206 

September, 1980 Lawrence T, ''iTilliams 

The furlough program has been in operation by the Massa­
chusetts Department of Correction since November 6, 1972. A 
total of 58:665 furloughs were granted between the inception of 
the program and December 31, .lg7g. During th~t p:r~0~,.515~ 
of those furloughs resulted ~n escapes C~ res~den~ Ia~~~n~ ~o 
return to his correctional facility wi tD-ln two hours 0::: his/her 
designated time 1, thus yielding an overall escape rate of 0.9%. 
The report contains a s·tatistica1 description of the furlough 
progra.1n for the year 19.79. as Well as a trend analysis of the 
program since its inception in 19.72. 

]l...n analysis of avai.lable statistics indicates that although 
the number of furloughs granted over the years has fluctuated, 
th.e eS.cape rate has decreased from 1.9% in 1973 to 0.4% in 1979. 
There was' an 11% decrease in the number of furloughs in 1979 
as compared to 19.78. This report also presents frequencies and 
escape-rates of background characteristics for each furlough 
granted'Quri.ng 19.79. as well as nature of present offense 
variables, personal background variables, cr~inal history 
variables, and furlough variables. 
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Stati.stical Tables: Describing the Background Chc.racteristics 
And Recidivism Rates: of Releases From }lassachusetts 

CorrectIonal Institutions During 1978 
~210 

November, 19.80 Lav,"TI'ence T. Hilliarns 

This research report is a statistical description of 
characteristics of individuals released to the street from 
Massachusetts Correctional Institutions during 1978 ~~th corres­
nonding recidivism rates'. The statistics are available for IDen 
~eleased from ~crts Walpole, Concord, ~raminghamj Norfolk, SECC 
(Southeastern ,Correctional centerl NECC (Northeastern Correctional 
Center)., the three fores'try camps (Plymouth, Warw-ick, and Monroe) 
six drug rehabilitation pre-release facilities (Hospitality 
House, Eleridian House, Boston VA Hospital, Trio Bouse, Project 
Turnabout,and Bedford VA HospitalL, fourteen pre-release centers 
(BOSP~Boston Offenders Services Project, 577 Bouse, 699 Bouse, 

Temporary Rousing, Shirley, Boston State, Coolidge Bouse, Brooke 
Bouse, South Middlesex, Park Drive, Western Avenue, Lancaster 
Norfolk Pre-Releaser and }reTACi, and three other facilities 
CRDC - Reception Diagnos:ti.c Center, Bridgewater State Bospital 
for the'Criminallv Insane and the Sexually Dangerous Persons 
Treatment Center), ~ Statistics are also available for women 
released from MCI-Fr~ingham and two pre-release centers , 
(Charlotte House and Brooke House).. A total of 1,118 individuals 
(.9.9.2 males and 126 females). were released from the correctional 
institutions listed above. The follow-up period is one year from 
the date of the individual's release to the community. A 
recidivist is defined as any person who returns to a state or 
federal correctional institution, or to a house of correction or 
jail for 30 days or more. 

The overall recidivism rate for individuals released during 
19.78 w~s 16%. This represents a 1% increase in the rate for 
19.77 of 15%. Those individuals released in 1978 who reo ::::ived a 
furlough prior to release had ,a recidivism rate of 8% compared 
to a 'rate of 24% for those who never participa~ed in the furlough 
program. Those individuals released during 1~78 from pre-release 
centers had a recidivism rate of 9% and those 'who did not g~t 
released from, a pre-rele,ase center had a recidivism rate of 21%. 
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